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Redistricting, Maryland, and You

Held virtually on July 29 & 31, 2021 

Presenter:  Beth Hufnagel, Chair

LWVMD Redistricting Committee

Chat Moderator: Carol Wynne (LWVBaltCo)

State Director: Nikki Tyree



Zoom Courtesy

This is not a Webinar, so please stay muted

Type questions in the Chat box

Your questions will be asked by the Chat 
moderator as we go along

No need to raise your hand, unless we have

time for a Q&A at the end



Have a question? Type it in the Chat box!



Redistricting, Maryland, and You

Attendees will get a basic understanding of

• 1. What redistricting is and why we have to do it.

• 2. Maryland’s redistricting process and how it impacts 

you and your community.

• 3. What the Tame the Gerrymander coalition is doing to 

get fair maps.

• 4. Ways to get involved.



What is redistricting and why 

do we have to do it?



What is redistricting?
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55Redistricting is when 
we redraw political 
districts so each has 
the same number of 
residents.

Introduction: What is redistricting?
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What is redistricting?

Over time, 
districts become 
uneven in size.
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Introduction: What is redistricting?



What is redistricting?
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Every ten years, 
we count people 
again, and then 
redraw the 
district lines to 
have an even 
number of 
people again.

Introduction: What is redistricting?



In the 2011 

redistricting process, 

174,000 Marylanders 

needed to change 

Congressional 

Districts based on 

population changes.  

How many were 

actually moved to 

different districts? 

•A. 200,000

•B. 500,000

•C. 1,000,000

•D. 1,500,000
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CHANGES IN 

THE ELECTION 

DISTRICTS IN 

2011 WERE 

NOT BASED ON 

POPULATION 

SHIFTS

In the 2011 redistricting 

process, 174,000 Marylanders 

needed to change 

Congressional districts based 

on population changes.

1.5 million were reassigned

Nearly a 1/3 of the state’s 

residents 
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• Maryland’s redistricting 

process and how it impacts 

you and your community.



Maryland 
Population 
Changes
(CUNY)
www.redistrictingandyou.org

about:blank


DRAWING 

ELECTION 

DISTRICT LINES 

IS A TWO STEP 

PROCESS

• Reapportionment is the 

distribution of “seats”  based on 

population. 

A Census changes the 

population count. 

• Redistricting is the re-drawing 

of election districts. 
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Maryland 
Constitutional 
Requirements 
for Legislative 
Districts • Requires 47 Legislative Districts (one senator and 3 delegates from each);

• Legislative districts can be subdivided for electing delegates;

• Must be of substantially equal population (usually defined as + or –5% of ideal 

population)

• Compactness, Contiguity, and Due regard for natural boundaries and boundaries 

of political subdivisions

• Governor MUST introduce a legislative map in MGA on 1st day of 2022 session

47
Senate 

Districts

67
Delegate 
Districts

16 subdivided 

into delegate 

districts

31 At-large

12 two-member

24 single-

member



Can you name your 

state delegate(s) and 

senator? 

•A. Yes

•B. No

•C. I’d have to look it up.

•D. I wouldn’t know 

where to look it up.
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Federal Law Applies to All Mapping

VOTING RIGHTS ACT

The Voting Rights Act of 1965 is a 

landmark piece of federal legislation 

in the United States that prohibits 

racial discrimination in voting. 

Section 2 prohibits voting practices 

or procedures that discriminate on 

the basis of race, color, or 

membership in one of the language 

minority groups.



Best Practices
COMMUNITIES OF 

INTEREST

Communities that have a shared 

interest or passion and may  

benefit from cohesive 

representation in the legislature. 

Examples include trade areas, 

communication and 

transportation networks, media 

markets, Indian reservations, 

urban and rural interests, social, 

cultural and economic interests, 

or occupations and lifestyles.

COUNTIES/POLITICAL 

SUBDIVISIONS 

(PRESERVATION)

Refers to keeping county, city, 

town boundaries intact where 

possible.



A 

REPRESENTA

-TIVE

PROCESS 

FOR 2021?

Governor created  a Citizen 

Redistricting Commission by 

Executive Order,  non-elected, 

non-lobbyist voters:

• Three Co-Chairs appointed 

by the Governor

• They selected six more 

Commissioners from 

applicants

• Split is 3 Dems/3 Reps/

3 Unaligned
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The maps are NOT drawn by insiders.

BUT it is only advisory.



THE MARYLAND 

GENERAL 

ASSEMBLY (MGA) 

DECIDES THE 

CONGRESSIONAL 

MAPS in 

December 2021(?) 

AND LEGISLATIVE 

MAPS IN February 

2022

Senate President Ferguson & House 

Speaker Jones created a Legislative 

Redistricting Advisory Commission

• 4 Elected MGA Democrat Leaders

• 2 Elected MGA Republican Leaders

• 1 Nonpartisan Karl Aro (Chair)
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The maps are drawn by insiders.

AND it is only advisory.
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Special 

Congres

sional 

Map 

Session

?



What is the Peoples Maps 

Maryland Campaign (part of 

the Tame the Gerrymander 

Coalition) doing to get fair 

maps?



TAME THE GERRYMANDER (TTG) COALITION

● TTG is a coalition of nonpartisan organizations working to 

establish a fair and open process for drawing election districts in 

Maryland.

○ Past priorities: Congressional standards, independent 

redistricting commission, etc.

THE PEOPLES MAP MARYLAND CAMPAIGN

● Advocating for a MD redistricting process that centers the people 

of Maryland - allowing for more voices to participate, be heard, 

and ultimately be represented.  



• Developing The Peoples Maps 

website

• Encouraging participation in the 

Commissions’ hearings 

• Offering training and assistance 

in drawing Community of Interest 

(COI) maps



Community mapping

 In redistricting, communities of 

interest share common Culture, 

Concerns, and Counts

 The most powerful stories 

connect our identity with impact

 We can start telling our stories 

and mapping our communities 

NOW

Community Mapping: What is it?

Created by 



Community 

mapping

District 

mapping

 District mapping follows US and state 
constitutional rules. (equal population, Voting 
Rights Act. May also include compactness, 
contiguity, keeping cities, counties and 
communities together)

 District maps should be drawn using 2020 
census data, down to the block level.

Community Mapping: Where does it fit into redistricting?

Coalition 

building

Created by 



Why should 

your 

community 

care?

1. The work you’ve done to 

educate your Congressman, 

state senator or delegate will 

have to be re-done if you’re 

put into a new district.

2. If your district is made larger 

in population (+/- 5%), the 

resources will be spread 

thinner.

3. Your community could be split 

up into many districts.
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If you don’t speak up, the map-drawers will not know you’re there.



A FAIR REDISTRICTING 

PROCESS INCLUDES

● Protection of racial minorities;

● Strong consideration of communities of interest;

● Open and accessible meetings of decision-makers;

● Outreach to communities and access to redistricting 

tools to allow meaningful participation



How can you get involved?



Be in the Room Where it Happens!
• 1. Attend Maryland Citizen Redistricting Commission meetings 

and testify at hearings redistricting.maryland.gov

• 2. Work with the LWVMD Redistricting Team to ask your 

legislators about their redistricting thoughts/offer information 

https://lwvmaryland.nationbuilder.com/state_legislators_

on_redistricting_reform

• 4. Identify ‘Communities of Interest’ and suggest them to Jackie 

Coolidge (Jcoolidge@lwvmd.org)

• 3. Volunteer to work with your Local League to advocate for 

fairness to your County or City’s Redistricting Commission
34

about:blank
https://lwvmaryland.nationbuilder.com/state_legislators_on_redistricting_reform


Have a question? Raise your hand!

It’s Question & Answer Time!
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bh4qAJDUOcc


Possible COI Contact

JCoolidge@lwvmd.org
General Questions

BHufnagel@lwvmd.org


