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Empowering Voters. 

Defending Democracy. 

LWV Baltimore County 

Handbook and Directory 

2019-2020 

Introduction 

The League of Women Voters of Baltimore County is 

a nonprofit organization dedicated to the principles of 

self-government established in the Constitution of the 

United States. Our League has been active in 

Baltimore County for over sixty years. Its members live 

in all areas of the County and work together to 

promote political responsibility through informed and 

active participation of citizens in government. 

This handbook is intended as a reference to the League 

of Women Voters of Baltimore County, including our 

overall purpose and policies, our 2019-2020 study 

and action, programming, leadership, and committees. 

The membership directory provides a means for 

members to connect.  

The handbook also provides an overview and 

reference of LWV (national) and LWVMD (state) and 

contact information for all. 
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Get Involved! 

We have the power to fundamentally 

improve the lives of everyone when we 

show up and lead. Keep stepping up! 
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Welcome Letter from Presidents 

  

League of Women Voters 

Mission 

Empowering voters. Defending democracy. 

Vision 

We envision a democracy where every person has the 

desire, the right, the knowledge and the confidence to 

participate. 
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LWV - Principles 

The League of Women Voters believes in representative 

government and in the individual liberties established in the 

Constitution of the United States. The League of Women 

Voters of the United States believes that all powers of the 

U.S. government should be exercised within the constitutional 

framework of a balance among the three branches of 

government: legislative, executive, and judicial. 

The League of Women Voters believes that democratic 

government depends upon informed and active participation 

in government and requires that governmental bodies 

protect the citizen’s right to know by giving adequate notice 

of proposed actions, holding open meetings, and making 

public records accessible. 

The League of Women Voters believes every citizen should 

be protected in the right to vote; every person should have 

access to free public education that provides equal 

opportunity for all; and no person or group should suffer 

legal, economic, or administrative discrimination. 

The League of Women Voters believes efficient and 

economical government requires competent personnel, the 

clear assignment of responsibility, adequate financing, and 

coordination among the different agencies and levels of 

government. 

The League of Women Voters believes responsible 

government should be responsive to the will of the people;  

government should maintain an equitable and flexible 

system of taxation, promote the conservation and 

development of natural resources in the public interest, share 

in the solution of economic and social problems that affect 

the general welfare, promote a sound economy, and adopt 
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domestic policies that facilitate the solution of international 

problems. 

The League of Women Voters believes cooperation with 

other nations is essential in the search for solutions to world 

problems and that development of international 

organization and international law is imperative in the 

promotion of world peace. 

Non-Partisan Policy: The League does not support or oppose 

any political party or candidate. 
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LWV- Defenders of Democracy 

LWV continues to protect the future of democracy.  

Voter Suppression 

We challenge all efforts and tactics that threaten our 

democracy and limit the ability of voters to exercise their 

right to vote. We support the “For the People Act”, historic 

legislation that will modernize our election system, reform 

redistricting, and restore the Voting Rights Act. 

Money in Politics 

Elections should be about the voters not big money 

interests. It’s time to limit SuperPACs and secret donors to 

protect representative democracy. 

Redistricting 

Congressional districts and government legislative bodies 

should be apportioned substantially on population. We 

oppose partisan and racial gerrymandering that strips rights 

away from voters. 

Health Care Reform 

Every U.S. resident should have access to affordable, quality 

health care, including birth control and the privacy to make 

reproductive choices.  

Immigration 

Immigration policies should promote reunification of 

immediate families; meet economic, business and employment 

needs; and be responsive to those facing political persecution 

or humanitarian crises.  

The Environment 

As citizens of the world we must protect our planet from the 

physical, economic and public health effects of climate 

change while also providing pathways to economic 

prosperity. 
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League Offices 

LWV (National) 

League of Women Voters (LWV) 

Chris Carson, President 

1730 M Street NW, Suite 100, Washington, DC 20036 

Phone: 202-429-1965 email: LWV@lwv.org 

Fax 202-429-0854 web site: www.lwv.org 

 

LWVMD (State) 

League of Women Voters of Maryland (LWVMD) 

Lois Hybl, Richard Willson, Co- President  

111 Cathedral St., Suite 201 Annapolis, MD 21401 

Phone: 410-269-0232 

email: stateoffice@lwvmd.org  

website: www.lwvmd.org   

 

LWV Baltimore City 

League of Women Voters of Baltimore City 

 Flo Valentine, Nancy Lawler, Co-Presidents 

6600 York Road, Suite 211 Baltimore, MD 21212 

Phone: 410-377-7738  

Website: http://www.lwv-baltimorecity.org/ 

 

LWV Baltimore County  

League of Women Voters of Baltimore County 

Theresa Lawler and Camille Wheeler, Co-

Presidents 

6600 York Road, Suite 211 Baltimore, MD 21212 

Phone: 410-377-8046  

Email: lwvbaltimore@comcast.net 

website: http://www.LWVBaltimoreCounty.org  

http://www.lwv.org/
mailto:stateoffice@lwvmd.org
http://www.lwvmd.org/
http://www.lwvbaltimorecounty.org/
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Issues and Positions 

LWV 

From advancing health care to protecting the environment, 
voters care about many issues. We promote social and 
economic justice as well as the health and safety of all 
Americans to defend democracy.  We advocate for voting 
rights and fair elections. The complete list of positions is 
available in Impact on Issues 2018-2020. 

LWVMD 

The positions of the League of Women Voters of Maryland 

are adopted after a committee has conducted a study and 

produced fact sheets and consensus questions. Members in 

each of the local Leagues meet to discuss and come to 

consensus on the issue.  Positions are focused on the themes 

used by National: Environment, Social Policy and 

Government. 

For complete text of positions and supporting information log 

onto https://www.lwvmd.org/positions. 

 

LWV Baltimore County 

Last year we assisted LWVMD with studies and consensus on 

Bail Reform and Death with Dignity.  We were also 

instrumental in the first of its kind election of a bifurcated 

Board of Education in Baltimore County. This year we continue 

the focus on  Our local comprehensive Position Statements are 

currently being reviewed in response to LWVUS guidelines. 

Our positions revolve around three themes: 

Government 

Natural Resources 

Social Policy 

When completed they will be posted on our website.  

https://www.lwv.org/sites/default/files/2018-05/impact_on_issues_2016-2018.pdf
https://www.lwvmd.org/positions.
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LWV Baltimore County Mission 

Statement 

LWV Baltimore County is a non-partisan organization that 

empowers residents through voter registration, education and 

advocacy.  

 

Principles Governing Our Work 

• Democratic Government 

• Voting, Education, Nondiscrimination 

• Well-Run and Responsive Government 

• Diversity and Inclusion 

 

What we do 

• Register new voters at events and naturalization ceremonies 

• Inform residents about local, state and National issues 

• Hold informational forums, debates, newsletters, social media 

• Through education and advocacy influence policy in our 

community 

• monitor the Board of Education policies 

• Visit County Council meetings 

• Produce the Voter Guide and Vote411.org 

• Report on the MD General Assembly 

• Meet with Legislators to discuss issues 

• Study issues to create positions to advocate  
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Membership 

Membership is open to anyone age 16 or older who 

subscribes to the purposes and policies of the League. 

Payment of annual dues entitles one to membership in the 

national (LWV), state (LWVMD) and local Leagues and all 

communications and events with them. Memberships may be 

given as gifts and extended to families with a Household 

membership. 

Members also receive subscriptions to the LWV Maryland 

Voter, Report from State Circle (January – April) and the 

monthly issues of LWV Baltimore County Voter.    

Not a member yet? Know someone who is interested? Send 

your check and member information to our office. Or join 

online through our website and PayPal.  

 

Type of Membership/year 

Individual member - $60 

Individual sustaining Member - $100 

Household membership - $110 

Household sustaining membership - $150 

Full-time student membership- 16 & up - free 

 

Join/renew online or mail your check to the League office. 
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Website 

Our website, LWVBaltimorecounty.org, is updated with the 

latest events, documents, newsletters, positions, advocacy, 

and opportunities to volunteer.  Visit us to find out more.  

 

  

Whatever the issue, the League believes that efficient and 

economical government requires competent personnel, the 

clear assignment of responsibilities, adequate financing, 

coordination among levels of government, effective 

enforcement and well-defined channels for citizen input and 

review. 

 

Get Involved! 

We have the power to fundamentally 

improve the lives of everyone when we 

show up and lead. Keep stepping up! 

 

http://www.lwvbaltmorecounty.org/


2019-2020 Handbook 

10 

 

LWV Baltimore County Board 

2018-2019 

Officers 

Co-Presidents  Theresa Lawler 

(2019-2021) Camille Wheeler 
  

1st VP  Barbara Hopkins 

(2019-2021)  
  

2nd VP Jennifer Haire 

(2018-2020  
  

Secretary Elizabeth Sexton 

(2019-2021)  
  

Treasurer Neilson Andrews 

(2018-2020)  

 

Directors 

Terms Ending 2020 Terms Ending 2021 

Barbara Crain  Sue Garonzik 

Leslie Grant Camille Marx 

open Eileen Robier 

Ralph Rigger Judith Schagrin 

 

Jessa Goldberg Endowment Fund Directors 

Caroline Seamon (2017-2020) chair 

Barbara Ensor (2018-2021) 

Carol Allen (2019-2022) 
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2019-2020 Board Development and Training/ 

Nominating Committee   

Karen Kinzel 

Tracy Miller 

Virginia Probasco 

 

Committees 

Committee work is the heart of our league. Using the 

Strategic Plan we have reorganized more purposefully so 

you will note changes. Members are urged to volunteer, all 

support is welcomed. If you are unsure what you can do, 

contact a Board member or request more information from a 

committee chair. The heart of our organization is volunteerism. 

 

Committees & Subcommittees Chair 

Executive Committee Terri Lawler, Camille 

Wheeler 

 Administration  

 Strategic Plan  

 Bylaws  

 Legal  

 Office Staff  

 State Liaison  

Finance and Budget  

 Treasurer Neilson Andrews 

 Investments Caroline Seamon  

Marketing and Fundraising Barbara Hopkins 

 Communications  

  Website Sharalyn Luciani 

  Facebook Tana Stevenson 

  Emails Sharalyn Luciani 

  Handbooks Sharalyn Luciani 
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 Publicity Barbara Hopkins 

 Fundraising Barbara Hopkins 

  Planned Giving  

  Seasonal Requests  

Membership & Leadership 

Development 

Jennifer Haire 

 Roster Management Jennifer Haire 

 Programming Jennifer Haire 

 Studies and Consensus  

 Nominating 

Committee/Board 

Development 

 

Voter Services  

 Voter Registration Barbara Crain 

 Poll Evaluation Barbara Ensor 

Advocacy Betsy Sexton 

 HOME Act Betsy Sexton 

 Legislative Luncheon Leslie Grant 

 Land Use Barbara Hopkins, Ralph 

Rigger 

 Education Camille Marx, Judy 

Miller 

  Board of Ed 

Monitoring 

 

  Education Issues in 

Baltimore County 

 

 Agricultural Group/UN Cindy Farquar & Ruth 

Smith 

 Food Insecurity Laurie Taylor Mitchell 

 County Council 

monitoring 

Betsy Sexton 

State liaisons  
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Meetings 

Board Meetings 

Board Meetings will be held on the first Thursday of the month 

at 10 a.m. in the League of Women Voters’ Office. Members 

are welcome to all Board meetings. 

Daytime Discussion/Consensus Meetings 

Discussion/Consensus meetings are small group meetings 

where issues that face the League, including local, state and 

national studies, are discussed and consensus is developed as 

needed. Unit meetings also provide an avenue for members 

and the Board of Directors to communicate. 

Daytime Discussion/Consensus Meeting Locations 

Because unit meetings are sometimes held only a few times 

yearly, it is important to check The Voter for exact dates, 

times and locations. 

➤ Broadmead Retirement Community (Board 

Room or Fireplace Room) 13801 York Road, 

Cockeysville, MD 21030 

➤ Charlestown Retirement Community 

(Card room, Charlestown Square Bldg.) 

715 Maiden Choice Lane, Catonsville, MD 

21228 

➤ At a member’s home, on a Sunday afternoon. 

Location will be announced in The Voter 

(newsletter) of the previous month.  
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General Meetings 

The League sponsors several meetings each year. The 

purpose is to highlight a specific topic on which the League 

has a position. Formats include panel discussions, forums and 

guest speakers. 

Annual Meeting 

This meeting is held to elect officers and adopt both the 

budget and the program for the following year. 

Consideration of Amendments to the bylaws may take place. 

It is also a time to reflect on the accomplishments of the past 

year. There is always a guest speaker. 

Please bring guests to any of our meetings and encourage 

them to join the League. 

Communications 

Newsletter: All Baltimore County League members receive 

our monthly newsletter, The Voter either by mail or email. The 

updated calendar, description of upcoming events, 

clarification of positions and activities, and important 

information about studies and action are communicated 

monthly from September through June. 

Office Email: LWVBaltimore@comcast.net 

Website: www.LWVBaltimoreCounty.org, our website is a 

vital source of current and historical local league 

information and links to connected resources.  

Email: Emails are used to update members of events and 

opportunities.  

Facebook: Please follow us on Facebook, Baltimore County 

League of Women Voters. 

Twitter: @LWVBaltimoreCo 

Your Elected Officials: Updated after each election, this 

brochure is circulated to members and interested parties. Call 

the office for the most current guide. 

http://www.lwvbaltimorecounty.org/
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Calendar  

This year is a centennial year for the League, and we intend 

to offer many events connected with that celebration. All 

calendar events for 2019-2020 are publicized on Facebook, 

LWV Baltimore County,  published monthly in The Voter, 

accessed at shorturl.at/rxSY7, or on our website,  

http://www.LWVBaltimoreCounty.org. 

If you have a date of interest to the league, please contact 

any Board member to add to our calendar. 

 

  

https://calendar.google.com/calendar/b/1?cid=bHd2YmFsdGltb3JlLm9yZ19ramJqMDIycHBicXBobjFoc2g0YTJuZWQyc0Bncm91cC5jYWxlbmRhci5nb29nbGUuY29t
http://www.lwvbaltimorecounty.org/
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Glossary of League Terms  

 
There are certain terms that are unique to the League of 

Women Voters- "League Lingo." Some are listed here. 

ACTION: Promoting the League's positions on local, state and 

national public policy issues to government officials, the 

media and the public. 

ACTION ALERT: Request from the LWVUS or state League to 

take action in support of a League position. 

ANNUAL MEETING: Local year-end business meeting to elect 

officers and directors, vote on bylaw changes and adopt a 

budget and program of work for the next year. 

ASSOCIATE MEMBER: A non-voting member of the League, 

such as a person under 16 years of age or a non-citizen. 

CONSENSUS: After objective study of an issue, the collective 

opinion of a substantial number of League members that is 

representative of the entire membership. 

CONCURRENCE: Agreement by League members with a 

position on an issue reached by a small group of members or 

by another League. 

CONVENTION: A state or national League meeting held 

every other year at which delegates elect officers and 

directors for the biennium, adopt program, make bylaw 

changes and adopt a budget, usually for one year. Local 

Leagues send delegates to state convention, local and state 

Leagues send delegates to national convention. 

COUNCIL: An assembly of delegates held in alternate years 

to adopt a budget and assess program developments. Local 

Leagues send delegates to state council, state Leagues send 

delegates to national council. 
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ILO: Acronym for an Inter-League Organization, formed by 

LLs within a county, metropolitan area or region to act on 

issues that are beyond the LL area in scope. 

LIFE MEMBER: A person who has been a member for 50 years 

or more. Life members are excused from dues payment and 

their Leagues pay no per member payment (PMP) for them. 

MAL: Acronym for Member-At-Large, a member who resides 

outside the area of, and is not enrolled in, a local League. 

MAL UNIT: A state-recognized group of Members-At-Large, 

in an area where there is no local League.  

OBSERVERS: Representatives of the League who silently 

monitor the public meetings of elected and non-elected 

governmental bodies. 

PMP: Per Member Payment< An annual assessment for each 

local League member paid to the LWVUS and the state 

Leagues. 

POSITION: The stand of the League on a public policy issue, 

arrived at through member study and agreement (consensus 

or concurrence), approved by the appropriate board, and 

the basis for action.  

PRINCIPLES: Governmental standards and policies supported 

by the League as a whole. They constitute the authorization 

for adoption of program at all levels. 

PROGRAM: Selected governmental issues chosen by 

members at the local, state and national levels for study and 

action including plans for speakers, discussion or other 

activities. 

STRATEGIC PLAN: With National League involved in the 

Transformational Roadmap, Baltimore County is developing 

and implementing strategies to strengthen our League.  

STUDY: The process of gathering information on a specific 

issue for discussion and subsequent consensus in order to 

establish positions. 
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UNIT MEETING: Groupings of members within the local 

Leagues to provide more opportunity for discussion. Units 

may be time-oriented (day, evening, lunch hour), 

geographically oriented, or both. 

VOTERS GUIDE: Nonpartisan publication giving candidates' 

qualifications and positions on selected issues. 

VOTERS SERVICE: Year-round activity to help citizens be 

politically effective and to encourage their participation in 

the political process. Registering voters and presenting 

factual, nonpartisan information on candidates and election 

issues are basic voters service activities. 

VOTING MEMBERS: All League members who are U.S. 

citizens and at least 16 years old. 
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DONATE to LWV Baltimore County: Help us fulfil our mission 

of empowering residents through voter registration, 

education and advocacy. 

Name: 

________________________________________________ 

Address: 

________________________________________________ 

City: _____________________State:_____ZIP: __________ 

Preferred Email: __________________________________ 

Work/Home Phone:________________________________  

Cell Phone: ______________________________________ 

LWV Baltimore County is a 501c(3) non-profit organization.  

By check: Make payable to LWV Baltimore County and mail 

to:  

LWV Baltimore County  

6600 York Road, Suite 211, 

Baltimore, MD 21212 

 

By Credit Card or PayPal: Visit our website 

www.LWVBaltmoreCounty.org  

 

 

 

http://www.lwvbaltmorecounty.org/
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