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CALENDAR

Volume 2021-2022           Issue 2              Sept/Oct 2021

6 MD Citizens Redistricting Commission public meeting
virtual, 6pm

13 MD Citizens Redistricting Commission public meeting
virtual, 6pm

20 MD Citizens Redistricting Commission public meeting
virtual, 6pm

27 MD Citizens Redistricting Commission public meeting
virtual, 6pm

27 Book Club - The Code Breaker: Jennifer Doudna, Gene 
Editing and the Future of the Human Race, by Walter 
Isaacson
virtual, 7:30pm

October

20 MD Citizens Redistricting Commission public meeting
virtual, 6pm

25 LWVMD Fall Workshop
virtual, 9am - 12:30pm

28 National Voter Registration Day voter registration drive
Sollers Point Library, 11am - 2pm
contact Carol Wynne

29 County/City Event - The Importance of Open Space in Inner 
Suburbs, by Barbara Hopkins of NeighborSpace.
virtual, 7:30pm

29 Book Club - A Promised Land, by Barack Obama
virtual, 7:30pm

September
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LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS

of Baltimore County

The Voter

https://redistricting.maryland.gov/Pages/meetings.aspx


Frederick Douglass’s, abolitionist and champion of women’s rights, belief that 
voting is a “most sacred right” remains relevant given the voting suppression 
efforts currently taking place across the county. His fight for voting rights persisted 
as the country moved from slavery to the Civil War and to the Jim Crow Era. Civil 
rights activists continued this fight, eventually leading to the passage of the Voting 
Rights Act in 1965. Although Douglass was a champion for all women’s voting 
rights, the League’s founders did not return the support for Black women and did 
not take action to support the Voting Rights Act. 

Today, more than 56 years after the Voting Rights Act was passed, civil rights 
and voting rights advocates continue to struggle against efforts to suppress voting by disabled, poor, 
and people of color. For the last decade the Supreme Court has systematically reduced the scope of 
the Voting Rights Act, declaring voter fraud to be a more important threat to elections than racial 
discrimination despite evidence to the contrary. In the shadow of an attempted overthrow of the 
presidential election, 17 states have introduced laws to restrict voting rights.1 

On August 28, thousands of protesters marched and rallied in Washington, D.C. in support of the 
For the People Act and John Lewis Voting Rights Act. Despite public support for the legislation, it 
seems unlikely that either of these bills will pass the Senate without filibuster reform. In March of 
this year, LWVUS CEO, Virginia Case Solomon, issued a statement in support of filibuster reform. 
At the LWVMD Annual Convention, delegates requested that the Presidents send a letter to LWVUS 
leadership urging a stronger public stance and support for real filibuster reform in the Senate.

Now is the time to demonstrate our commitment to protect people of color, the disabled, and the poor 
who are disproportionately impacted by voting rights restrictions. Call President Biden and your 
representatives; use signs and bumper stickers; wear buttons and t-shirts; and email your friends and 
family in other states. 

Join our Voter Registration committee to become certified to register voters and attend voter 
registration events in Baltimore County. The League can reach more people and further voting rights 
with more volunteers. I invite you to get involved in one of the League’s many committees. A few 
hours a week makes a huge difference to what we can accomplish together! 

1  Brennan Center for Justice. 2021. Voting Laws Roundup: July 2021. [online] Available at: <https://www.brennan-
center.org/our-work/research-reports/voting-laws-roundup-july-2021> [Accessed 7 September 2021].

Sincerely,

Tana Hamilton, Co-President

Ericka McDonald , Co-President

PRESIDENTS’ LETTER

LWVBCo Co-Presidents, 
Tana Hamilton (l) and 
Ericka McDonald (r).
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As the League enters our second century of work, we are at a moment of truth in our 
country. President Biden referred to the current assault on voting rights as “the most 
significant threat to our democracy since the Civil War,” and he’s right. The recent wave of 
anti-voter laws, which disproportionately disempower Black, brown, female, seniors, the 
disabled, and young Americans, undermine the very ideals of democracy. That’s not all. 
The rampant spread of mis- and disinformation is breaking down Americans’ trust in our 
government. The redistricting process is being manipulated to allow politicians to choose 
their constituents rather than the other way around. Barriers are being put in place to decrease 
voter participation based on race, ethnicity, socioeconomic status, and gender, among other 
factors. This is a direct threat to what we stand for.  

How the League is Tackling These Issues
The League was founded to empower women to fully participate in our democracy, and today we continue 
that work alongside our allies who focus on empowering other marginalized communities. While our primary 
focuses may be different, we share a common goal: to create a more inclusive, equitable democracy. 
To that end, we’re rising to the challenges facing our country. The League is investing more than $5 million this 
year alone into a new programmatic focus - Women Power Democracy - to support initiatives that will help us 
realize a stronger, more representative American democracy. Through a 4-pronged approach, we will build upon 
members’ organizing work in 2020 to empower voters and defend our democracy ahead of the midterm elections 
in 2022, as well as those that follow.  

The four components of our Women Power Democracy work are: 
1. Democracy Truth Project, to counter mis- and disinformation and advance better public 

understanding of the democratic and electoral processes. With trusted partners, including leading 
scholars, we will target the voters and communities that are most commonly the focus of mis- and 
disinformation campaigns with trusted and accurate information.  

2. Expand the Franchise, to increase voter participation through our Education Fund’s VOTE411.org 
platform and voter registration, education, and mobilization programs, with a focus on underrepresented 
populations and/or infrequent voters. We will work on expanding registration and participation for voters 
with limited incomes, communities of color, non-college youth, unmarried women, and new citizens.  

3. Democracy Defense Fund, to protect the right to vote and advance a more equitable democracy through 
organizing, advocacy, and voter protection efforts, including in the courts. Hundreds of restrictive 
voting bills nationwide focus on implementing stricter voter ID laws, restricting votes by mail, limiting 
voter registration availability, and purging voters from the rolls more aggressively—all of them 
disproportionately targeting Black, brown, and female voters. We will support local Leagues in educating 
the public about anti-voter bills in their states, mitigating the impact of new laws, and bringing legal 
battles as necessary. 

4. People Powered Fair Maps™ (PPFM), to create fair, transparent, people-powered processes and 
eliminate partisan and racial gerrymandering. PPFM is our national redistricting reform program focused 
on creating fair political maps in all 50 states and D.C. Redistricting is often perceived as a complicated 
and inaccessible process; we will demonstrate the impact of redistricting on issues of concern to 
community members – such as health care, transportation, city resources and services, and infrastructure 
– and empower them to get involved. 

This investment is our commitment to ensuring fair representation, expanding the electorate for future elections, 
and helping shape what democracy looks like at the community level. 

Women Power Democracy and You
We believe in the power of women -- and our allies -- to make these changes. While the program is named 
“Women Power Democracy” to reflect both our widely-recognized name and our history of tackling misogyny, 
we are mindful of the work so many male and nonbinary people have done to safeguard our freedoms. Just as 
they have lifted our voices, we are committed to uplifting the essential, inclusive work of our allies of all gender 
identities. The truth. Voter participation and protection. Fair representation.  
Through Women Power Democracy, we’re backing these values with action. And we know we’re not alone. 
We’re standing in solidarity with all the people who are being threatened by recent political developments – 
Black and brown women, transgender and nonbinary voters, those outside of the 1% of wealthiest Americans, 
and more. It will take all of us to combat anti-voter, anti-democratic laws.

Virginia Kase, 
CEO LWVUS

LWVUS
Women Power Democracy: A Plan to Save America’s Elections
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The Leagues of Women Voters of Baltimore City and County invite you to our online event:

The Importance of Open Space in Inner Suburbs
Wednesday, September 29, at noon

Vibrant communities need open space for recreation and protecting public health and 
the environment. Barbara Hopkins will discuss how natural areas, gardens, trails, and 
parks improve our lives. These open areas protect habitats, increase air and water quality, 
enhance community cohesion, and raise home and business values. 

Barbara Hopkins, a lawyer and landscape architect, is the executive director of NeighborSpace, Baltimore 
County. This nonprofit works with local communities to protect and improve their open spaces. She also serves 
as board president of the Friends of Maryland’s Olmsted Parks and Landscapes and chair of the Baltimore 
County Green Alliance. You can read her blog on growing small nonprofits at www.choosetoimprove.org.

You must register in advance for this meeting: https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZMpf-
utqj4tH9Fqy4NbCZA-6KNZNRmROO3N. After registering, you will receive a confirmation email with details 
for joining the event. There will be a Q&A after the presentation. Submit questions in advance to: events@
lwvbaltimorecounty.org. This event is open to ALL.

- Sharalyn Luciani, City/County Event Member

COUNTY/CITY PROGRAMMING

This month, the LWV Baltimore County is excited to offer a Lunch and Learn session for our members:

Redistricting Affects Us All
Friday, September 17, 12pm - 1pm

via Zoom

Come hear LWVMD Redistricting Committee Chair, Beth Hufnagel, discuss why having transparent and open 
redistricting is essential at our county, state, and federal levels since it affects our communities, education, 
healthcare, transportation, and more. This will be a chance for you to ask questions and learn about the 
opportunities available to help shape the redistricting process (see article on page 6 for more information). 

To join this event, bring your lunch to your computer and click on this Zoom link, https://us06web.zoom.us/j/8
6881334213?pwd=dEJxVEFwaVpaaC8yeVpTZzNHYitQUT09. We hope to see you there.

EVENTS AND PROGRAMMING

There is plenty of room to join the book club since all meetings continue to be virtual. If you’d like to attend, 
contact Betsy Sexton at esexton2009@gmail.com to receive the Zoom link.

• Wednesday, Sept 29 - A Promised Land, by Barack Obama. We will be discussing the second half of the 
book since we discussed the first half at the August book club meeting.

• Wednesday, Oct 27 - The Code Breaker: Jennifer Doudna, Gene Editing and the Future of the Human 
Race, by Walter Isaacson.

- Betsy Sexton, Book Club Chair

LUNCH AND LEARN

BOOK CLUB
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The League of Women 
Voters has been 
preparing nonpartisan 
Voters’ Guides for 
decades. The Guides 
include a variety of 
information about 
each election as well 
as information about 
the candidates who 
will appear on ballots 
in Baltimore County. In particular, we use the 
national League’s online system, VOTE411.org, 
to ask questions of each candidate and to compile 
their answers. Voters then have the choice of 
reading the answers in either a printed Guide or on 
VOTE411.org itself. 

The first step in preparing the Guides is writing 
good non-partisan questions for each office, and 
we’re starting to form a committee to do just that. 
All volunteers will receive written instructions 
from LWV of the United States on how to write 
non-partisan questions as well as copies of 
questions used previously in Baltimore County.

For more information, contact Barbara Crain 
(barbara.crain.20@lwvbaltimorecounty.org, or 
301-541-8064). The question-writing committee 
will begin meeting at the end of September.

 

We want to 
hear from 

you! 

Help Write Questions for 
the 2022 Voters’ Guides

The Voter 
Registration sub-
committee of the 
Voter Services 
Committee had 
its first voter 
registration drive. 

Randallstown Library hosted us. Jody Blatt, 
Kathryn Jeffries, Linda Dorsey-Walker, Shelly 
Varon, and Carol Wynne (not pictured) enjoyed 
talking with folks seeking information.

We also held a drive on September 11 at the 
Dundalk Renaissance Fest where we had 
volunteers to register and educate. On September 
28 we will host a National Voter Registration Day 
event; check our website for details or call Carol 
Wynne at 443-797-3940 for information.

If you don’t want to go out and register, there 
are other jobs available, such as keeping lists of 
each site and contact information of members 
volunteering. You can make fact sheets from 
information I will give you, or you can make calls 
to potential folks to ask if they want to register.

Remember, you need to be trained initially and 
then again every two years. Call Lisa Nash, 
Baltimore County Board of Elections, at 410-
887-5700, for registration training. When you 
get the training, email Sharalyn Luciani at 
sharalynlu@lwvbaltimorecounty.org and give her 
the date. 

COMMITTEES AND REPORTS

- Barbara Crain, Voter Services Chair

VOTER SERVICES

- Carol Wynne, 1st Vice President

Voter Registration Events

Our Advocacy leadership team is almost complete as we welcome several new people as sub-committee chairs: 

• New member, Nancy Strohminger, is replacing Betsy Sexton as our Baltimore County Council observer.
• Yara Cheihk, former Education committee member, is now chairing that group following Camille Marx’s 

departure from that role.
• In addition to her continued work on Transportation, Phyllis Panopoulos will be replacing Sue Garonzik 

as our representative to Baltimore County’s Fair Election Fund Work Group.
• Finally, new member Patricia Payne has agreed to spearhead Housing. 

These new leaders join continuing sub-committee chairs Ralph Rigger (Land Use), Carol Wynne 
(Redistricting, Healthcare), and Ericka McDonald (Police Accountability). We are so grateful for these 
members’ willingness to take on a leadership role and for the volunteers who serve with them on these 
committees. Would you like to serve as an advocacy leader? Then consider taking on the Environment sub-
committee or, for an even bigger challenge, you can follow in the footsteps of Betsy Sexton and serve as the 
Chair of the Advocacy Committee. We’d love to welcome you on board, too.

ADVOCACY

5

       Sept/Oct 2021LWV Baltimore County

http://www.vote411.org
http://www.vote411.org
mailto:barbara.crain.20@lwvbaltimorecounty.org
http://lwvbaltimorecounty.org/
mailto:sharalynlu@lwvbaltimorecounty.org


Is that dues envelope sitting on 
your desk waiting for your dues 
check? Well, now is the time to sit 
down and write that check or go 
to www.lwvbaltimorecounty.org 
to pay via PayPal; follow the link 
under Get Involved/Join. We’re 
about to publish the directory, so 

if you’d like to receive your copy, don’t delay; only 
paying members receive the directory.

Your board has been busy over the summer planning 
for the coming year. As 2022 is an election year, we 
will be publishing two Voters’ Guides, one for the 
primary and one for the general election. We are 
also working with the Baltimore City League on 
programs for the coming year, such as the Lunch and 
Learn on Redistricting (see page 4) and our program 
on the Importance of Open Space in Inner Suburbs 
on September 29 (see page 4). We hope to be able to 
have an in-person Holiday Party and a Legislative 
Lunch. If you would like to volunteer for the League, 
your help would be welcomed; we think you would 
find it rewarding.
    
If you have any questions about your dues, or if you 
think you may have paid them, please don’t hesitate 
to call or email Neilson Andrews at 410-583-0155 or 
nandrews115@lwvbaltimorecounty.org.

Your dues enable us to fulfill our mission of  
empowering residents through voter registration, 
education and advocacy. The League wouldn’t exist 
without you, our members. Thank you for doing 
your part to make this organization great.

This September and 
October, tune into 
Baltimore County 
TV, channel 25, to 
catch Board Member 
Barbara Crain on The Time of Your Life, a segment 
produced by the county’s Department of Aging. 
In addition to giving historical information and 
sharing the League’s mission, Barbara discusses our 
advocacy work and our collaborative efforts to make 
democracy work and support social and economic 
justice. You can also stream the video at www.
baltimorecountymd.gov/Videos/timeofyourlife.html.

Thanks, Barbara, for doing such a great job 
representing the LWV Baltimore County!

The Reverend Patricia J. Payne 
was introduced to the League of 
Women Voters as a child when her 
mother shared the story of Pat’s 
grandmother, an immigrant from 
Luxembourg, who learned how to 
vote from the League. Building on 
a family history of active League 
involvement, Pat worked with the 
Charlestown League in the 2020 
presidential election to transport 
residents’ ballots to the drop boxes. 

That rewarding project recently motivated her to join.

With an array of Masters Degrees (Master of Divinity, 
Lutheran Theological Seminary at Gettysburg; Master 
of Social Work, University of Maryland School 
of Social Work, Baltimore; Master of Business 
Administration, Loyola University, Baltimore), Pat 
has served as a public official in various settings. 
After serving as Secretary and Deputy Secretary of 
the State of Maryland’s Department of Housing & 
Community Development (DHCD) and as a member 
of the Cabinets of Maryland Governors Glendenning 
and Schaefer, her last position was as Commissioner 
of Housing & Community Development for Baltimore 
City. During this service, Pat “worked closely 
with the League in our efforts to expand affordable 
housing financing programs in Maryland at both the 
regional and state levels.” Calling on her considerable 
experience, she now plans to get involved in “the 
League’s activities related to affordable housing and 
community revitalization.”

Pat is the League. Her passionate interest in 
providing equitable housing opportunities and all 
the ramifications of that effort fall squarely within 
the League’s mission. Lack of affordable housing 
is a national as well as a local issue and impacts the 
optimal functioning of our democracy. Broadening her 
concern to involve provision of quality infrastructure 
as well, Pat realizes that “the emphasis on substantial 
rehabilitation and new construction limits the options 
for affordable housing due to 
cost. . . The tools/financing 
available at the state level can 
be used creatively to achieve 
this goal.” Her commitment to 
providing affordable housing 
for all reflects the League’s 
commitment to diversity, 
equity, and inclusion.  

MEMBERSHIP
We Are LWV

League member 
Patricia Payne

- Gwen Wilson, Newsletter Committee Member

Membership Renewal 2021-22

League Member Interviewed 
on Baltimore County TV

6

       Sept/Oct 2021LWV Baltimore County

http://www.lwvbaltimorecounty.org
mailto:nandrews115@lwvbaltimorecounty.org
http://www.baltimorecountymd.gov/Videos/timeofyourlife.html
http://www.baltimorecountymd.gov/Videos/timeofyourlife.html


Maryland, where’s our pride? We must step up, voice our frustration with how electoral districts divide 
neighborhoods and choose who will represent us. Gerrymandering is when politicians use districts’ dividing 
lines to favor the party in power, and Maryland is ranked as the third most gerrymandered state in the nation. 
Call and email your Maryland delegate and senator, the Maryland Citizen Redistricting Commission, and the 
Legislative Redistricting Advisory Commission and tell them that they have to give Maryland a fresh start 
by NOT using the current district lines as their starting point in drawing the new lines. Instead, they need to 
start with the current census data as their base map and NOT split up counties, towns, and communities of 
interest to favor incumbents, their donors or one party.

Marylanders, you can also create your own maps, submit them to the Commissions, and put them out on 
social media. With new census data available, free software, powerful home computers, and social media, 
you have an unprecedented opportunity to get involved. Go to the nonpartisan redistrictingdatahub.org/tools/
choose-your-own-mapping-tool/ and pick the free software that appeals to you. Then download the adjusted 
census data from https://redistricting.maryland.gov/Pages/data.aspx; this page also includes submission 
guidelines and the portal to submit your personal plan to the Maryland Citizen Redistricting Commission. 
To submit to the Legislative Redistricting Advisory Commission, send an email to maps_LRAC@mlis.state.
md.us.

Maryland hasn’t taken a fresh look at the legislative district lines since 1970, when districts stopped being 
assigned to counties and started being assigned by population. A lot about Maryland and its voters has 
changed in 50 years, yet the approach to drawing district lines has been to just tweak the existing dividing 
lines, mostly for political gain. 

Marylanders, we need your help so the Maryland Citizen Redistricting Commission and the Legislative 
Redistricting Advisory Commission can consider fresh, base maps and give Maryland voters the electoral 
district maps they deserve for the next 10 years.

- Beth Hufnagel, Chair, LWVMD Redistricting Committee

ADVOCACY
REDISTRICTING

LWVMD webinar on redistricting: 
drive.google.com/file/d/1svws6XakLrKyco1Gei9lhb--r4EB1yXF/view

Common Cause videos and presentation slides on redistricting:
https://www.commoncause.org/resource/redistricting-community-college/

MD Legislative Districts Interactive Map: 
http://mdpgis.mdp.state.md.us/Legis_District/index.html

MD State Legislators’ Stand on Redistricting Reform:
https://www.lwvmd.org/state_legislators_on_redistricting_reform#s7

Maryland Citizens Redistricting Commission Public Meetings Calendar:
https://redistricting.maryland.gov/Pages/meetings.aspx

Redistricting Resources
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- Ericka McDonald, Co-President

The push for police accountability has a long, documented history in Maryland 
reaching back over a century. Following the death of Freddie Gray in 2015, numerous 
pieces of legislation to address the issue of police reform were introduced in many 
sessions of the General Assembly. House Speaker Jones eventually created the 
Workgroup to Address Police Reform and Accountability in Maryland. 

Meanwhile, a group of advocates that included the individuals and family members 
who have been impacted by police violence came together to form the Maryland 
Coalition for Justice and Police Accountability (MCJPA). They agreed on high 

priority police reforms, including repeal of the Law Enforcement Officers’ Bill of Rights 
(LEOBR), increased transparency in misconduct investigations, statewide limits on the use of 
force, and reallocating funds for School Resource Officers. These reforms were widely circulated 
and nearly 100 organizations, including the LWVMD, signed on to support them.  

We’re all aware of the protests across the nation that took place following the murder of George 
Floyd who was killed during an arrest in Minneapolis in 2020. His death, along with those of 
Breonna Taylor and many others, drew attention to the long legacy of racial injustice and police 
brutality experienced by people of color in our county. 

In 2020, the LWVUS passed a resolution to advocate against systemic racism and excessive 
force and brutality by law enforcement. Last session the LWVMD advocated for police reform 
legislation by providing testimony on five bills and educating our membership on the issues.

The Maryland Police Accountability Act of 2021 was passed by the General Assembly last 
session after overriding Governor Hogan’s veto. It combines four bills and is broad in scope. 

Perhaps most significant is the repeal of the Law Enforcement Officers’ Bill of Rights 
(LEOBR) and creation of a statewide discipline process for police officers. Under this provision 
each county will have a Police Accountability Board that will receive complaints of police 
misconduct. The act also allows public access to misconduct investigation records and creates a 
statewide matrix for discipline.

Additionally, it raises the legal standard of the use of force by police officers; requires that 
officers de-escalate and intervene to prevent excessive use of force; and requires the use of body-
worn body cameras statewide by 2025. 

Finally, the legislation includes reporting requirements, 
rules for no-knock warrants, and a study of how 911 
calls might be diverted to provide alternative assistance, 
and appropriates state funds for education loans and 
scholarships for police officers. 

ADVOCACY

POLICE ACCOUNTABILITY

Overview of Police Accountability 
Reform in Maryland
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The Maryland Police Accountability Act of 2021 repeals the Law Enforcement 
Officers’ Bill of Rights (LEOBR) in Maryland when it goes into effect in 2022.  
Currently police departments follow LEOBR when investigating and trying 
complaints of police misconduct. The Act outlines changes to that process, 
requiring the Baltimore County Council to create a Police Accountability 
Board and Administration Charging Committee. 

The Police Accountability Board will appoint civilians to charging committees and trial boards, 
receive complaints of police misconduct, review outcomes of disciplinary matters, and submit reports 
to the governing body. It must, to the extent practical, reflect the racial, gender, and cultural diversity 
of the county. The appointment of the Chair and members of the Police Accountability Board will be 
determined by the county government.  

The County Council is also responsible for creating an Administrative Charging Committee, which 
reviews the findings of police investigations, charges police officers, recommends discipline, reviews 
body camera footage, writes a written opinion, and forwards it to the chief of police, the police 
officer, and the complainant. The committee includes four trained civilians, allowing for community 
participation in police misconduct investigations. 

Police departments are responsible for creating Trial Boards that consist of an active or retired law 
judge, a civilian appointed by the Police Accountability Board (not serving on the Administrative 
Charging Committee), and a police officer of the same rank as the accused. Civilians that serve on 
the Administrative Charging Committee or Trial Board must be trained on police procedures by the 
Maryland Police Training and Standards Commission.  

Of particular importance is the transparency and respect for diversity in the selection and 
composition of the Police Accountability Board and the recruitment of civilians to serve on 
Administrative Charging Committees and Trial Boards. 

This fall, the League is planning a panel discussion on these reforms. More information to follow 
soon!

- Ericka McDonald, Co-President

ADVOCACY

POLICE ACCOUNTABILITY

How the Maryland Police Accountability Act 
of 2021 Will Impact Baltimore County
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- Dr. Laurie Taylor-Mitchell, President, and Tam Lynne Kelley, Board member 
and Chair of Advocacy Committee, Student Support Network

Since the beginning of the pandemic, there has been a 10 percent increase in the level of students living in 
severe poverty in Baltimore County Public Schools. About 59,000 students, 53 percent of all students in 
the school system, now qualify for free or reduced-price school meals. Of these students, more than 28,000  
qualify for the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) because they are living in extreme 
poverty, at or below 130 percent of the federal poverty level guideline. For example, a family of four people 
with an annual income below $34,450 will qualify for SNAP.

As a national standard, the federal poverty level does not account for the high cost of housing in our area. 
In reality, the United Way of Central Maryland sets the minimum income needed for a family of four at 
$87,000. (Source: United Way of Central Maryland, www.uwcm.org/alice, Fig. 4)

Although the pandemic has hit many families, poverty has been increasing throughout Baltimore County 
for the last 15 years. Here are just a few examples of the dramatic increase in poverty in Student Support 
Network schools:

Poverty Level in 
2006

Poverty Level in 
2020

Percent 
Change

Loch Raven High School 14% 48% 243% Increase
Pine Grove Middle 
School

19% 47% 147% Increase

Owings Mills High 
School

30% 60% 100% Increase

All BCPS Schools 33% 53% 60% Increase

This level of student poverty coupled with the ongoing effects of the pandemic means that this school 
year will be the most challenging that our school system has ever faced. Fortunately, all BCPS schools are 
offering free breakfast and lunch to all students this school year. This year, students won’t face hunger in 
school, won’t be subject to school lunch shaming, and won’t have to worry about school lunch debt. We 
know that food is the most essential fuel for learning, therefore, it is vital that BCPS extend access to school 
meals beyond the 2021-2022 school year.

We thank the Superintendent and Board of Education members 
for making breakfast and lunch available to all students, and urge 
them to make this change permanent. To share your thoughts, call 
BCPS leadership are send them an email: www.bcps.org/leadership/
board_of_education/board_members or www.bcps.org/leadership/
superintendent/e-mail_dr__williams.

The cost of offering all students free breakfast and lunch in school 
will be covered by the federal government this year, due to the 
pandemic. Going forward, we urge the Governor to prioritize full 
funding for the successful Maryland Meals for Achievement program. 
This program uses state funding to cover the costs of offering school breakfast in the classroom. Please urge 
Governor Hogan to fully fund Maryland Meals for Achievement for the 2022-2023 school year: governor.
maryland.gov/contact-the-governor/.

Thank you note from a BCPS student 
that received a food donation from the 
Student Support Network.

ADVOCACY

Student Support Network: Major Increase in
Student Poverty in Baltimore County Public Schools

10

       Sept/Oct 2021LWV Baltimore County

https://www.uwcm.org/alice
https://www.bcps.org/leadership/board_of_education/board_members
https://www.bcps.org/leadership/board_of_education/board_members
https://www.bcps.org/leadership/superintendent/e-mail_dr__williams
https://www.bcps.org/leadership/superintendent/e-mail_dr__williams
https://governor.maryland.gov/contact-the-governor/
https://governor.maryland.gov/contact-the-governor/


On October 8, 2020, the 
LWVUS facilitated a 
powerful discussion on 
the role systemic racism 
plays in silencing voters of 
color and how it’s shaped 
one of the most important 
processes for ensuring voters’ voices are heard. 
As states prepare for the 2021 redistricting 
cycle, not all of them will have maps drawn that 
truly represent voters. In 2019, the League of 
Women Voters of the United States launched the 
People Powered Fair Maps campaign in all 50 
states and Washington, D.C. The campaign has 
prompted state-led actions to create transparent 
redistricting processes that involve citizens and 
ensure the needs of communities, rather than 
elected officials, are represented as districts maps 
are drawn.

In this webinar, leaders from the national 
League are joined by community leaders from 
the LWV of Georgia, North Carolina, and 
Virginia who share information on the work 
being done to end some of the most egregious 
racial gerrymandering in the country. You can 
watch a recording of the webinar on the LWVUS 
Facebook page by visiting www.facebook.com/
leagueofwomenvoters/videos/276092680077728.

Ileana Ros-Lehtinen, 1st 
Hispanic American US 
Congresswoman, 1989

Catherine Cortez Masto, 
1st Hispanic American 

US Senator, 2016

In honor of Hispanic American Heritage Month, 
we acknowledge and give thanks to the Hispanic 
American women who blazed a trail in politics at 
the national level.

On April 13, 2021, 
the LWV of Rochester 
Metropolitan Area and 
the LWV of NYC co-
sponsored a webinar 
titled, Social Media and 
Democracy: 4 Things We’ve Learned that Might 
Surprise You, featuring Professir Joshua Tucker, 
Co-Director of NYU’s Center for Social Media 
and Democracy. 

In this webinar, Professor Tucker presents 
recent research on fake news, foreign influence 
campaigns, hate speech on Twitter, and the impact 
of Facebook on ethnic polarization. Much of this 
information will challenge your thoughts about 
social media’s complicated relationship in politics. 
Professor Tucker will address the urgent need to 
insure researchers have access to data that inform 
the public about social media’s impact on society, 
and the ways in which the League of Women 
Voters can play a role in ensuring this happens. 

To watch a recording of this event, visit the 
LWV Rochester Metropolitan Area’s YouTube 
channel, www.youtube.com/watch?v=biNL26o_
HYg&t=2843s.

LWVMD Fall 
Workshop

On Saturday, September 
25, from 9am - 12pm, 
the LWVMD will 
hold their annual Fall 
Workshop virtually 
via Zoom. In addition 

to a keynote address by Dr. Alexander “Sandy” 
Pope, Director of the Institute for Public Affairs 
and Civic Engagement, Salisbury University, the 
workshop will include a session on Best Practices 
with League Leaders and several Sharing Studios 
on the following topics: membership, DEI, voter 
services, youth engagement, board member roles, 
finance, and fundraising. 

Cost is just $10 for members and $15 for non-
members. Visit the LWVMD Fall Workshop 
webpage, www.lwvmd.org/fall_2021_workshop, 
to register.

Social Media and 
Democracy

OF INTEREST

Hispanic American Heritage 
Month Recognition

LWVUS Racism and Redistricting: 
How Unfair Maps Impact 
Communities of Color
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League of Women Voters of Baltimore County
6600 York Road, Suite 211
Baltimore, MD 21212
Return service requested

LEAGUE OFFICE HOURS
Tuesday, Thursday, 10am-1pm
410-377-8046
contact@lwvbaltimorecounty.org
www.LWVBaltimoreCounty.org

Co-Presidents:  Tana Hamilton, Ericka McDonald

1st VP:  Carol Wynne

2nd VP:  Barbara Crain

Secretary:  Lisa Barkan

Treasurer:  Neilson Andrews

Elected Directors:  Sue Garonzik, Theresa Lawler, 
Phyllis Panopoulos, Patricia Payne, Ralph Rigger, 
Eileen Robier, Anne Sleeman

Newsletter:  Stacey Morrison

Office Manager:  Maggy Lindgren

Not a member yet?  

∗ Call the office at 410-377-8046 
 
∗ Visit us at 

www.lwvbaltimorecounty.org 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 2021-22
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