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CALENDAR

Volume 2021-2022           Issue 3              Oct/Nov 2021

1-30 Native American Heritage Month

2 Election Day

11 LWVBCo Speaker Series - Saving Democracy, by Steven 
Levitsky of Harvard University
virtual, 5:30pm

TBD Police Accountability Panel Discussion

November

23 Freedom to Vote Rally
U.S. Capital, Washington, DC

27 MD Citizens Redistricting Commission public meeting
virtual, 6pm

27 Book Club - The Code Breaker: Jennifer Doudna, Gene 
Editing and the Future of the Human Race, by Walter 
Isaacson
virtual, 7:30pm

27 LWVMD DEI Book Club
virtual, 4-5pm

29 LWVMD Advocate Training
virtual, 3-5pm

October

1 Book Club - Madam Speaker: Nancy Pelosi and the 
Lessons of Power, by Susan Page
virtual, 7:30pm

4 Holiday Party
home of Tana Stevenson, 12-2pm

December
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LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS

of Baltimore County

The Voter

https://redistricting.maryland.gov/Pages/meetings.aspx


For more than 100 years, the League of Women Voters has been a nonpartisan, 
activist, grassroots organization that believes voters should play a critical role in 
democracy. In Baltimore County, the league has been doing the same for more than 
60 years. Yet still, there is a need to fight for fair representation. Please read the 
enclosed article on redistricting for more information.

To this point, the redistricting process has not demonstrated a commitment to 
diversity, equity, inclusion, or transparency. The Redistricting Commission’s map 
does not reflect the diverse racial demographics of the population and did not discuss 
racial equity as a priority during commission meetings. This flies in the face of our 
efforts to end gerrymandering. Many Baltimore County advocacy groups were left 

scratching their heads of how there could only be one district out of seven that is majority-minority when 
47% of the county are people of color. This denotes both concepts of packing, where many minorities 
are jammed into a small number of districts (in this case only offering one district where minorities have 
an opportunity for one overwhelming win), and cracking, where the rest of the county’s minorities are 
spread across a large number of districts (so they will not likely win more than 50% of the vote)1. 

Similarly, the county has appointed the Baltimore County Work Group on Equitable Policing to examine 
policing policies and practices and make recommendations for ensuring equitable policing in Baltimore 
County, including creating a Police Accountability Board (PAB). While the work group includes a youth 
representative, the majority of the working group represents police organizations. There is nobody 
representing mental health or other issues that are vital to address on this board. 

Again, the league is concerned about the transparency of the process for appointing the PAB. Since 
the minutes of the last meeting (June 4, 2021) were not posted on the website, and there are no further 
updates, the LWVBCo has written to working group members, the county executive, and various council 
representatives and received no response. 

In order to bring information to county residents, we are planning a Police Accountability Panel in 
November. This will allow community members an opportunity to discuss this issue  with various 
experts from the community. It is vitally important that the PAB is composed of people who represent the 
interests of all of Baltimore County residents.

Finally, we are concerned about the various bills passed across the country to limit voting participation. A 
group of senators introduced the Freedom to Vote Act, which would end partisan gerrymandering, create 
national standards to make voting easier and more accessible, and decrease the power of corporate money 
in politics. To support this effort, we will be participating in the Freedom to Vote Rally in Washington 
D.C. Saturday, Oct. 23. We are contracting a bus to the rally. The bus will be at 60% capacity, with riders 
wearing masks to protect each other from COVID concerns. It’s up to us to raise our voices to ensure the 
senate and the president do everything in their power to pass the Freedom to Vote Act, the John Lewis 
Voting Rights Advancement Act, and D.C. Statehood.

Please check your emails this month for more information on our various advocacy efforts. There is work 
to be done. As members, we hope you will join us in advocating for one of these three important issues. 

1  Princeton Gerrymandering Project. Retrieved from https://gerrymander.princeton.edu/info/.

PRESIDENTS’LETTER

LWVBCo Co-Presidents, 
Tana Hamilton (l) and 
Ericka McDonald (r).

Sincerely,   Tana Hamilton    Ericka McDonald
 
Co-Presidents
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(In September), the League of Women Voters of the United States CEO Virginia Kase 
Solomón issued the following statement in response the US Senate’s introduction of the 
transformative voting rights bill, the Freedom to Vote Act:   

“The League of Women Voters supports the Freedom to Vote Act, a bill that protects and 
expands the right to vote, decreases the influence of money in politics, and curbs partisan 
gerrymandering. The Freedom to Vote Act protects and expands ballot access for millions 
of Americans, especially those who are often targeted by anti-voter laws — voters of color, 
voters with disabilities, formerly incarcerated voters, women voters, young voters, and 
elderly voters. 

“The greatest impediment to voting is not being registered, which is why the League of Women Voters has 
been a leading advocate for including Same Day Voter Registration in federal voting rights legislation. We 
are proud to see Same Day Registration in the Freedom to Vote Act, because it protects Americans who fall 
through the registration cracks and offers an important avenue for more voters to participate. Same Day 
Registration ensures that the largest number of Americans can exercise their constitutional right to vote. 

“As a nationwide organization leading fair redistricting through our program People Powered Fair Maps™, 
the League is pleased that the Freedom to Vote Act includes proactive measures to curb gerrymandering. States 
across the country are already drawing district maps that will impact representation for the next ten years, 
which is why it is crucial that Congress address the anti-democratic practice of partisan gerrymandering now. 
Ensuring that communities of interest are not diluted best positions voters to choose their representatives — 
not the other way around. 

“Automatic voter registration, online voter registration, and early voting provisions in this bill work together 
to provide Americans with more options to participate in our democracy. The Freedom to Vote Act is the bill 
the American people want and need to make the promise of democracy real for us all. The League of Women 
Voters strongly urges every Senator to support this bill.”

(In late September), the board of directors of the League of Women Voters of the United 
States voted unanimously to support filibuster reform, and as necessary, elimination of the 
filibuster. LWVUS board president Dr. Deborah Ann Turner issued the following statement:  

“For far too long an archaic rule has prevented the US Senate from fully functioning and 
has allowed a minority of senators to block action of the majority. This roadblock runs 
counter to the heart of our democracy and the will of the people who voted for senators to 
represent their interests and uphold our democracy.  

“Our democracy faces the challenge of our lifetime. We are at a crossroads with anti-voting 
laws sweeping the nation and threatening our freedom to vote. We need Congress to take 
bold action and pass the Freedom to Vote Act now. We cannot wait for another election to pass us by.  

“The League has a history of calling for filibuster reform to ensure a functioning democracy. Today, we take 
our stance a step further and support the elimination of the filibuster.  

“The filibuster is a relic of the Jim Crow era. It has a long history of use to defend slavery, preserve 
segregation, and block civil rights. It is time to amend the filibuster to ensure our government can govern for 
the people. 

“It is time to fix or nix the filibuster to save our right to vote.” 

LWVUS
League Supports New Senate Voting Rights Bill

LWV Expands Calls for Filibuster Reform

Dr. Deborah Turner, 
President LWVUS

Virginia Kase, 
CEO LWVUS
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The League of Women Voters of Baltimore County invites you to an online event:

Saving Democracy
Thursday, November 11 at 5:30pm

What is the state of democracy in America? Drawing on research on the collapse of 
democracies elsewhere, Professor Levitsky will discuss the key indicators of authoritarian 
behavior and parallels to American democracy. “Democracy no longer ends with a bang - in 
a revolution or military coup - but with a whimper: the slow, steady weakening of critical 
institutions, such as the judiciary and the press, and the gradual erosion of long-standing 
political norms.” He will also discuss the threats posed by voter suppression and election 
subversion and how we can address these challenges.

Steven Levitsky is the David Rockefeller Professor of Latin American Studies and Professor of Government, 
as well as Director of the David Rockefeller Center for Latin American Studies at Harvard University. He 
is the co-author (with Daniel Ziblatt) of How Democracies Die, a New York Times best seller, which was 
published in 25 languages. 

You must register in advance for this meeting: https://bit.ly/2WneK3a. After registering, you will receive 
a confirmation email with details for joining the event. There will be a Q&A after the presentation. Submit 
questions in advance to: events@lwvbaltimorecounty.org. This event is open to ALL.

Didn’t get a chance to hear last month’s speaker ? Well, visit our website and you can! We have posted videos 
of presentations dating back to September 2020 at www.lwvbaltimorecounty.org/event_recordings.

- Sharalyn Luciani, Programming Committee Member

Speaker Series

The LWVMD’s Diversity, Equity and Inclusion committee (DEI) sponsors 
a monthly, virtual book club in which participants discuss a book selection 
within the framework of diversity, equity, and inclusion. October’s book is:

The Other Wes Moore, by Wes Moore
Wednesday, October 27, from 4-5pm

The book club is free and open to all. To join the conversation, email 
LWVMD State Director Nikki Tyree at stateoffice@lwvmd.org to receive the Zoom link.

LWVMD DEI Book Club

EVENTS AND PROGRAMMING

There is plenty of room to join the book club since all meetings continue to be virtual. All meetings start at 
7:30pm. If you’d like to attend, contact Betsy Sexton at esexton2009@gmail.com to receive the Zoom link.

• Wednesday, Oct 27 - The Code Breaker: Jennifer Doudna, Gene Editing and the Future of the 
Human Race, by Walter Isaacson.

• November - no book club due to the Thanksgiving holiday.
• Wednesday, Dec 1 - Madam Speaker: Nancy Pelosi and the Lessons of Power, by Susan Page

- Betsy Sexton, Book Club Chair

Book Club
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The Senate needs to pass the Freedom to Vote Act (a revised For the People Act) 
that would protect our voting rights, get big money out of politics, ensure fair 
districts, and help create a democracy that works for all of us. Additionally, we 
need to support:

• The John Lewis Voting Rights Advancement Act to prevent states from 
passing further laws to erode the freedom to vote for Black, Indigenous, 
People of Color (BIPOC) communities.

• DC Statehood would enable the more than 700,000 people who live in 
Washington, DC, a majority of whom are people of color, to have a voice and 
a true vote.

- Tana Hamilton, Co-President

The Baltimore County Council has created a committee to appoint members to its 
Police Accountability Board (PAB), which will review complaints of police misconduct, 
recommend policy changes, and appoint members to bodies that investigate police 
misconduct. Baltimore County has not disclosed the minutes of their last meeting (June 
4, 2021). Despite numerous requests to the committee, county representatives, and 
the county executive, no further information is being made available about how the 
committee is forming the PAB.  

As a result, the LWV Baltimore County will host a panel in November to discuss the need for an equitable 
and transparent process to appoint members to the PAB. The objective of the panel is to educate the public 
about the PAB and to encourage community involvement in determining the composition of the board.  
Panelists will include representatives from groups impacted by police misconduct, including BIPOC, the 
LGBTQ community, and mental health providers. More information about the panel will be released on our 
League website and Facebook page soon.

Community Panel on Police Accountability Reform

The League is part of a broad coalition of organizations that are joining together for an exciting mass event 
called the Freedom to Vote Relay and Rally, www.freedomtovoterelay.org. Held from October 20-23, the 
event will kick-off with a relay from West Virginia to Washington, DC, culminating with a rally at the 
nation’s Capitol on October 23. The relay route will follow the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal much of the way, 
giving participants the choice to join on foot or on bikes. 

LWV Baltimore County will be participating in the rally in DC on October 23 at 11am. We’re making 
it even easier for you to attend by organizing a bus to shuttle us there and back. The bus will only be 
filled to 60% and masks must be worn to address COVID-19 concerns. There will also be a group leaving 
from Penn Station via the MARC to join us in DC. Contact Co-President Tana Hamilton at thamilton@
lwvbaltimorecounty.org for information on joining the rally.

As part of the coalition, you can also:
• Walk or bike the route as a representative of the League of Women Voters. Register at www.

freedomtovoterelay.org.
• Volunteer with the LWVMD during the relay by working at check points, providing water to 

participants, or taking photos. Contact LWVMD’s Co-President, Nancy Soreng, at pres@lwvmd.org to 
volunteer along the relay route.

This massive mobilization will send a clear message to the Senate: Americans will show up to demand a 
democracy that reflects, represents, and responds to them, even if that means walking across the country to 
the nation’s capital.

- Ericka McDonald, Co-President

Freedom to Vote Relay and Rally

EVENTS AND PROGRAMMING

WV

FREEDOM
TOVOTE
RELAYTORALLY

DC

Joining together to walk, run, and bike
fromWest Virginia toWashington DC.
Learnmore at FreedomToVoteRelay.org

Scan to signup!

October
21 - 22

October
23
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This month, we say goodbye to fellow 
League members Richard Smith and 
Irma Clipson, who have passed from this 
world. We wish their families heartfelt 
condolences.

Get ready to party because the LWV Baltimore 
County’s Holiday Party is coming back! That’s 
right, we are attempting to get together, in person, 
to celebrate this December. Members of the 
Programming Committee are still in the planning 
stages of this event, but we are happy to announce 
that we have a date and location (see below). 

If you would like to help organize the party, 
please contact Theresa Lawler at theresa@
lwvbaltimorecounty.org. We’ll keep you posted as 
event details become available. We hope to see you 
there.

Date: Saturday, December 4
Time: 12-2pm

Location: Tana Stevenson’s 
home

MEMBERSHIP
We Are LWV

Member Shelly Varon has been 
aware of the League of Women 
Voters for a long time, “maybe 
not the 100 years it has been in 
existence, but since probably 
middle school, when I learned 
about the suffragists and the 19th 
Amendment to the Constitution.” 
She joined the League in 2019, a 
few months after her retirement, 
looking for new purpose and 
increased involvement in civic life.

Having worked as a clinical social worker/
psychotherapist, her professional goals involved 
“enabling people to find their own voice” and listening 
to them. After retiring, Shelly joined the League to 
help educate citizens about candidates and issues so 
they can participate and effect change. Shelly first 
volunteered on Voter Registration at the Immigration 
and Naturalization Service ceremony for new citizens. 
She regrets having done this only “twice before 
the pandemic shut things down, but each time was 
inspiring,” and she hopes to do it again. A continuation 
of her professional pursuits, the League’s goals and 
activities offer Shelly new avenues to further enable 
others.

During the 2020 census, Shelly became interested 
in redistricting and Fair Maps and is now an 
active member of the Baltimore County League’s 
Redistricting and Voter Registration Committees. She 
attended meetings with her state senator and delegates 
and shared her opinion as a constituent at a meeting 
of the Maryland Citizens Redistricting Commission, 
“which was both outside [her] comfort zone and 
exciting.”

Shelly especially appreciates being able to manage 
the degree of personal commitment that works for her, 
and, like many, looks forward to a return to in-person 
activities. Attending a recent outdoor event at the 
Liberty Road Public Library, she was pleased to meet 
other volunteers and hopes this personal contact will 
soon again be the norm.

Shelly is the League. Building 
on her years of helping others 
and applying her valuable 
skills in a new setting, she 
looks forward to becoming 
more involved in the local 
League community.

League member 
Shelly Varon

- Gwen Wilson, Newsletter Committee Member

In Memoriam

New Members
LWV Baltimore County Welcomes You!

* Janet D. Allen
* Madelaine Fletcher

* Nancy Diamond
* Jennifer White

* Gloria Ray

Holiday Party

- Theresa Lawler, Programming Committee Member
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Do you like managing money? Would you like to 
learn QuickBooks? Or maybe you’re fluent in this 
program and want to use that knowledge to help the 
League? Then you could be our next Treasurer! 

As Assistant Treasurer, you will transition to 
Treasurer in June 2022 and then serve a two year 
term. Along the way, you will be guided by current 
Treasurer, Neilson Andrews, and Katherine Maxwell, 
an excellent QuickBooks teacher who not only set 
up our League’s QuickBooks accounts, but who also 
handles some of the input, especially those relating 
to investments accounting.

As Treasurer you will:
• Serve as a member of the Finance Committee
• Develop a budget
• Manage League funds 
• Keep the books that provide a systematic record 

of all income and expenditures
• Prepare quarterly and annual employment tax 

reports for one employee and prepare any 1099 
tax report needed

• Prepare the Maryland Personal Property Tax
• Provide the records for the 990-tax form
• Prepare a report and budget for Annual Meeting

If you are interested in serving as Treasurer or 
just learning what it entails, call Neilson Andrews 
at 410-583-0155 or email nandrews115@
lwvbaltimorecounty.org.

If you like communicating with others, then have 
we got the job for you! LWV Baltimore County 
is looking for member volunteers to help create 
coherent and energetic messages for fellow members 
and the public. You can be involved in composing 
emails, web pages, social media posts, flyers, and 
more. All that’s needed is the talent to write and the 
energy to try.

So if you are a budding writer who has a way with 
prose, or if you enjoy creating stories or invitations, 
or if you simply enjoy putting thoughts into words, 
then contact Sharalyn Luciani, sharalynlu@
lwvbaltimorecounty.org, to find out more and to 
meet the rest of the communications team. This is 
great way to help our League get out our message, 
all from the comfort of your home!

The LWV Baltimore County has agreed to partner with the Baltimore County 
Education Justice Table, which consists of community groups, non-profits, religious 
institutions and unions joining together to advocate for the schools our children 
deserve. Education Committee Chair, Yara Cheikh, has been approved to represent 
our League at this table. Members of the partnership will work to address issues 
pertaining to different aspects of the education system in particular adequate funding 
throughout our school system.

In addition, the table will advocate for transparency in the implementation of and full funding of the Blueprint 
of Progress at the local level. We will join various stakeholders to realize the mission of the legislation to 
elevate the teaching profession through increased salary and professional development and advocate for full 
funding as required by Baltimore County under state law. The league enters discussions with a strong set of 
positions for improving educational outcomes from the work of past education committees. The BCEJT hopes 
to explore ideas that will result in an ambitious, transformative goals for our public school system. Stay tuned!

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES
Assistant Treasurer

COMMITTEES AND REPORTS

Communications Team Member

LWVBCo Joins the Baltimore County Education Justice Table

- Neilson Andrews, Treasurer

- Sharalyn Luciani, Communications Committee Member

- Yara Cheikh, Education Committee Member
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The LWV Baltimore County’s Voter Registration Committee sponsored two voter registration events in 
September. The first was during Dundalk’s Renaissance Day celebration on Saturday, September 11. We 
were very happy that amidst the festivities we registered one new voter! The second event was at the Sollers 
Point Branch Library for National Voters’ Registration Day. Though there were no voter registrations, the 
team spoke with many local residents and made great strides in connecting with this part of Baltimore 
County. League member Phyllis Panopoulos will arrange a tour of this area by folks who have lived there for 
generations. Many thanks to all the members who dedicated their time to organize and attend these events.

The voter registration team is offering a voter registration event on October 25 in conjunction with the 
Eastern High School Student Democratic Club. This will be a virtual event to answer questions from new 
voters, all interested club members, and faculty related to LWV Baltimore County efforts to get out the vote.

There are exciting developments on the horizon, too. This year we will be allowed to register new citizens 
at the USCIS again, but outdoors instead of indoors. We are awaiting the start dates and times for this 
fun activity to begin. The voter registration team is also looking into potential issues around slower mail 
delivery and its effect on mail-in ballots, especially around Parkville. We will keep you informed on these 
developments as they progress.
 
If you have been trained to register voters in the last 2 years, and wish to assist in our Voter Registration 
drives, please call Carol Wynne (443-797-3940) or Sharalyn Luciano (443-226-4779). If you aren’t yet 
trained or were trained to register new voters greater than two years ago, please contact the Board of 
Elections, 410-887-5700, to get on their virtual training schedule. 

Finally, consider joining a committee meeting, which meets monthly and is open to any league member 
interested in attending. Our next meeting will be held virtually via Google Meet on November 3 at 3:30 p.m. 
To join, go to https://meet.google.com/rvo-hmxn-axs.

League members at Sollers Point 
Library Voter Registration Event 
on National Voter Registration 
Day.

L-R: Linda Dorsey-Walker, Phyllis 
Panopoulos, Eileen Robier, and 
Carolyn Wynne

League members at Dundalk 
Renaissance Day’s Voter 
Registration Event. 

L-R: Ericka McDonald, Carolyn 
Wynne, Katherine Jeffries, and 
Eileen Robier

Voter Registration Around the County

COMMITTEES AND REPORTS
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COMMITTEES AND REPORTS

In March 2019, the County Council passed Bill 3-19, a charter amendment to create a system making 
a public financing option available to candidates running for County Council and County Executive. 
The passage of the bill led to the charter amendment being placed on the ballot during the 2020 general 
election which voters approved.

In April 2021, the Baltimore County Fair Election Fund Work Group (FEFWG) convened and was tasked 
to prepare recommendations to guide Baltimore County in the establishment and implementation of a 
public financing system to be used by candidates for Baltimore County Council and Baltimore County 
Executive; LWV Baltimore County was asked to participate in this group. On September 30, 2021, 
the FEFWG presented its final report to the Baltimore County Executive which included the following 
recommendations:

• Creating a maximum individual contribution limit of $250 for candidates participating in the Fair 
Election Fund system.

• Requiring contributors to be Baltimore County residents in order for contributions to qualify towards 
the threshold required to receive matching funds.

• For County Executive candidates: setting a threshold of at least $40,000 in qualifying contributions 
from at least 500 contributors before allowing access to matching funds from the Fair Election fund.

• For County Council candidates: setting a threshold of at least $10,000 in qualifying contributions 
from at least 125 contributors before allowing access to matching funds from the Fair Election fund.

• For County Executive candidates: placing a limit of $750,000 in total matching funds per election.
• For County Council candidates: placing a limit of $80,000 in total matching funds per election.
• Creating a tiered matching fund system to incentivize small dollar contributions for candidates.
• Setting limits for funds that can be contributed directly by the candidate, their spouse, or adult 

members of their immediate family for candidates participating in the Fair Election Fund system.
• Establishing a Fair Election Fund Commission consisting of county residents who would make 

recommendations to the County to ensure the Fund is solvent ahead of each election cycle.

As the Council introduces legislation based on these recommendations over the next few months, we 
will keep you informed of the proposals. To see the full report, visit:https://www.baltimorecountymd.
gov/county-news/2021/09/30/baltimore-county-work-group-issues-recommendations-for-creating-fair-
election-fund-system

Baltimore County Fair Election Fund Work Group
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In early October, the Baltimore County NAACP and the ACLU of Maryland sent a letter to the Baltimore 
County Redistricting Commission over concerns of minority vote dilution in the Commission’s redistricting 
plan. This plan would create a single minority-majority district and six majority white districts, thus failing to 
provide adequate representation to the 47% racial minority population of Baltimore County. The Commission 
has already voted to approve the redistricting plan and sent it to the County Council, which must meet once to 
discuss it prior to voting. The plan and proposed map have not been released to the public and it is unclear if 
the council will seek further public input. 

The LWV Baltimore County agrees that the plan approved by the commission unlawfully dilutes the votes 
of Black residents in violation of the Voting Rights Act (VRA). Though the proposed plan considers some 
aspects of race, it misses the broader issue, which is the importance of effective representation. It states that 
the long standing problem of electing minority representatives is the problem of the people (run electable 
candidates), instead of recognizing that it is the legal responsibility of the county council to create a system 
that enables minority candidates to be elected. It is tone deaf to the challenge of systemic inequality faced by 
racial minorities. 

County Council districts are important because they impact communities in many important ways, ranging 
from the creation of affordable housing, representation on the board of education, economic development, 
etc. Since the creation of D4 in 2001, Black candidates have been elected in all 5 cycles. Creation of another 
minority-majority district would have a real impact on the lives of the county’s people of color residents, and 
a real impact on issues of racial inequity in many areas including transportation, education, police reform, 
etc. Because of the long history of racial inequality in representation and systemic inequity in Baltimore 
County, it is imperative that the drawing of the County Council districts consider race when drawing new 
districts, along with compactness and contiguity. 

The League is also concerned about the lack of transparency in the process. Though the Baltimore County 
Redistricting Commission heard public input, they did not share the proposed map for citizen review at their 
most recent meeting. They also did not release the proposed map prior to approval nor did they release the 
Voting Age Population data for the proposed districts, information which would have given residents the 
necessary information to provide meaningful feedback on the proposed districts.  

The League is committed to diversity and inclusivity at all levels of government. The redistricting process 
this far has not demonstrated either. The Redistricting Commission which created this plan was completely 
white and did not discuss racial equality as a priority during commission meetings. The LWV Baltimore 
County is committed to a redistricting plan that is fair and accurate; where racial and linguistic minorities 
are effectively represented; and where the rights of Black voters and the requirements of the Voting Rights 
Amendment are fully considered when developing a redistricting plan.

For these reasons, LWV Baltimore County’s Co-Presidents attended a press conference on October 12 with 
the Baltimore County NAACP and ACLU-MD to urge the County Council to reconsider the redistricting 
proposal and to draw a new map that gives people of color 
a real voice in their government. We believe the NAACP/
ACLU proposed map demonstrates that this is possible. Indeed, 
the Redistricting Commission’s own report states that it is 
“mathematically feasible to create another minority-majority 
district.” The reason they give for not doing this? It would be 
too drastic a redrawing of districts and would require extreme 
change. But there has been drastic change in the county: we are 
now 47% people of color. 

It is time for change. It is not only ethical, but it’s required by the 
Voting Rights Amendment. You can help push for this change 
by contacting your County Council member and urging them to 
reconsider the redistricting proposal and to draw a new map that 
gives people of color a real voice in their government.

COMMITTEES AND REPORTS
LWVBCo Takes a Stand for Fair Maps in Baltimore County

Co-President Ericka McDonald speaks up for fair 
maps during a press conferece with the Baltimore 
County NAACP and the ACLU-MD.
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The LWVUS has adopted 
a new national position, 
Voter Representation and 
Election Systems, which 
supports election reform 
to achieve the goals of 

enhanced representation for voters and increased 
voter participation.

This past April, the LWV Sacramento County 
teamed with members of RepresentWomen.org 
to discuss the national League’s new position, 
especially in regards to how it ties in to the  
Fair Representation Act, legislation that was 
introduced in the 2021 Congressional session 
as HR 4000. This Act proposes the adoption 
of a proportional representation system that 
will ensure that voters have more of a chance 
to impact the outcome of elections. The main 
components of this bill - ranked choice voting, 
multi-winner districts, and an independent 
redistricting commission - could lead to partisan 
fairness, less political polarization and increased 
racial and gender diversity in Congress.

The Fair Representation Act will be introduced 
again in the 2022 Congressional session, so if 
you’d like to know more about this Act before it 
returns this winter, watch the video discussion at 
www.youtube.com/watch?v=grtNM5hcRMc.

In preparation for the 
2022 legislative session, 
the LWVMD’s Action 
Committee is offering a 
free Advocate Training 
for League members on 
October 29 from 3-5pm. In 
this training you will learn 
about:

• League federal, state, and local advocacy 
efforts

• Advocacy teams and responsibilities 
• Coalition participation
• Tracking and prioritizing bills
• Meeting with Legislators
• Writing testimony
• Public communications such as issue papers, 

legislative updates, and action alerts.

This training is informational in nature, and 
attending does not automatically indicate a 
commitment to advocacy work. To participate 
in this virtual training session, you must register 
beforehand by emailing J.C. Hooker, LWVMD 
Action Committee Chair, at jchooker@lwvmd.
org to receive the Zoom link once it becomes 
available. If you are unable to attend this training, 
there will be a second training in 2022.

In honor of Native American Heritage Month this November, we acknowledge and give thanks 
to the Hispanic American women who blazed a trail in politics at the national level.

Sharice Davids, Ho-Chunk 
Nation, joint 1st Native 

American US Congresswoman, 
2019

Debra Haaland, Pueblo of 
Laguna, joint 1st Native 

American US Congresswoman, 
2019

Native American Heritage Month Recognition

OF INTEREST
New LWV Position, 

Election Reform, and 
the Fair Representation 

Act: A Discussion

LWVMD Advocacy 
Training

October 29
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Create Positive Change
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