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1 New Year’s Day
8 Meeting with Baltimore County Legislators

virtual, 1:30pm
17 Martin Luther King, Jr, Day

29 LWVMD Winter Workshop
virtual, time TBD

January

February
1-28 African American History Month

21 President’s Day

LWV Baltimore County
Empowering residents 

through voter registration, 
education, and advocacy
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As this calendar year comes to an end, we hope that you are enjoying your holiday 
season. It has been a year filled with events that have changed the way many view 
the strength of our democracy. However, it has also given many hope in the strength 
of the voices of everyday citizens. 

The year started with a deadly insurrection by people who believed the presidential 
election was “stolen” from the former president. We have taken for granted that 
there will always be a peaceful transfer of power in an established democracy. The 
strength of our institutions withstood this attack on democracy, but it revealed that 
democracy can be fragile. It needs to be upheld by the involvement of citizens. 
 

The year continued with attacks on voting rights. After seeing the highest voter turnout in more than a 
century for the 2020 federal election, 19 states enacted 33 laws that will make it harder for Americans 
to vote.1 Also, the results of the census created an opportunity for lawmakers to examine the changing 
demographics of their constituents and create new districts that fairly represent their votes. This 
opportunity is being squandered by lawmakers drawing maps that preserve their districts rather than 
representing the citizens.

Continuing conversations about systemic racism, energized after George Floyd was killed by 
Minneapolis police officers in 2020, was stifled by legislators. Critical race theory looks at how policies, 
laws, and court decisions can perpetuate racism. When some schools hoped to start conversations about 
systemic racism, at least 15 state legislatures introduced measures that would prohibit the teaching of 
critical race theory or similar theories in public schools.2  

While these legislative setbacks are disheartening, they are not the only story of 2021. The power of 
citizens who participate in democracy has been the real story this year. Many organizations, including the 
League of Women Voters, banded together in coalitions to tackle issues such as attacks on democracy. 

Our League has been active in making democracy work and social justice. The LWVBCo sponsored a 
bus for people from Baltimore County to join the thousands of people who have been rallying regularly 
for voting rights in Washington D.C. We have registered voters at events and new citizens at U.S. Citizen 
and Immigration Services ceremonies. Our members have been active in letting the Baltimore County 
Council know how they can make our redistricting maps represent our changing demographics. Since 
the Police Accountability Act of 2021 was created to add transparency and accountability for police 
misconduct, we have been watching how the county will implement the new requirements.  

We are gearing up for 2022! You can expect to see Voters’ Guides to help you navigate the 2022 elections 
and forums to help you learn more about the candidates. We’ll have a legislative luncheon so you can 
meet your elected officials. We’ll be looking at our programming priorities and bringing you a new 
selection of quarterly speaker’s events. There is so much in store for you in 2022. Join us in our efforts to 
educate and advocate so every adult in Baltimore County has the desire, the right, the knowledge, and the 
confidence to participate in our democracy.

1  Brennan Center for Justice (Oct. 4, 2021). Voting Laws Roundup: October 2021. www.brennancenter.org/our-work/
research-reports/voting-laws-roundup-october-2021
2  Kearse, S. (June 14, 2021). GOP Lawmakers Intensify Effort to Ban Critical Race Theory in Schools. www.pewtrusts.
org/en/research-and-analysis/blogs/stateline/2021/06/14/gop-lawmakers-intensify-effort-to-ban-critical-race-theo-
ry-in-schools

PRESIDENTS’ LETTER

LWVBCo Co-Presidents, 
Tana Hamilton (l) and 
Ericka McDonald (r).

Sincerely,   Tana Hamilton    Ericka McDonald
 
Co-Presidents
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LWVUS
How Gun Laws Impact Election Safety

- LWVUS 11/16/21 Blog Post by Meghan Browder

On November 3rd, the Supreme Court heard oral arguments in the case of New York State Rifle and Pistol 
Association v Bruen, marking one of the first times that the Supreme Court will address the scope of the 
Second Amendment since 2008.   

The law in question: The Bruen case involves a New York law requiring people interested in obtaining a 
concealed carry license to show “proper” or “good” cause for doing so, i.e. a legitimate need for self-defense. 
The law requires that a person go beyond making a blanket self-defense claim and provide context for their 
need to carry a gun. LWV has filed an amicus brief in defense of the law.

The argument: challengers claim that these types of laws violate the Second Amendment by placing 
unconstitutional burdens on gun owners.  

Gun Laws and Public Safety 

The law’s defenders call back to the 2008 case of  DC v Heller, when the Supreme Court held that the 
right secured by the Second Amendment is not unlimited and states have the right to create regulations to 
protect certain sensitive areas, including government buildings and voting locations. 

If the Supreme Court strikes down this law, it would put similar laws in states including California, 
Massachusetts, Hawaii, Maryland, and New Jersey in jeopardy. So far, federal courts have upheld a majority 
of the laws like New York’s, citing the important role that these laws play in protecting public safety. In 
September 2021, LWVUS, alongside the Leagues of Women Voters of New York and Florida, filed an 
amicus brief in this case. Our brief recognizes that the exact approach of the New York law might not be 
right for every jurisdiction, but that states should have the ability to regulate in a way that is right for their 
respective state or locality. Specifically, the New York law is structured to address that it is a state with some 
of the most densely populated areas in the world. The types of public safety concerns that arise in New 
York might not be present in other states who have the flexibility to regulate based on the needs of their 
communities.  

The Impact of Gun Laws on Elections 

Our amicus brief also argues that the New York law is in line with the types of regulations that 
are allowed under the Second Amendment because it protects the safety of the electoral process.  
There is a long history of firearms being used to intimidate voters, especially voters of color. One Supreme 
Court Justice concluded that since the beginning of Reconstruction, there has been a “coordinated [system] 
of intimidation and violence” against voters of color. This history has continued with the wave of voter 
intimidation in the past few elections. 

Throughout this history of attempts to intimidate voters, the League has fought to secure the safety of election 
sites. One example is during the 2020 election, when the League fought to protect voters from violence at 
polling locations in Council on American-Islamic Relations of Minnesota (CAIR-MN) v Atlas Aegis. In this 
case, a private, armed mercenary organization was hired to monitor various polling sites to prevent “voter 
fraud.” A federal district court judge blocked the organization from deploying members to intimidate voters 
and issued a five-year consent decree that prevented actions like this from happening in the future.  

Empirical evidence also shows that guns increase the likelihood of violence during disagreements, and as our 
amicus brief points out, “conflicts arise at every phase of the electoral process — between voters who support 
opposing candidates, between protesters and counter-protesters at politically charged rallies, or with election 
officials counting votes — voters frightful of mixing guns with unrest may limit voting-related activity or 
even sit out of the electoral process entirely.” 

Ensuring the safety of the elections and the public’s safety while exercising their right to vote is critical. Laws 
like the ones that have been passed in New York are meant to ensure states and localities have the flexibility 
and freedom to create laws and regulations that best suit the needs of their communities while protecting the 
safety of sensitive areas like polling locations. LWV will continue to support laws that protect and empower 
Americans within both our democratic system and daily life.  
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Events Committee Volunteers Needed: You Can Make a Difference

The Events Committee was launched in July 2020 when LWV Baltimore City 
and County officially began collaborating on a speaker series. The Committee’s 
mission is to encourage collaboration and socialization between the city and 
county Leagues through a range of events, both educational and social. The 
goals are to increase member participation in both Leagues, expand the visibility 
of the Leagues, and attract new members.

To support the goals, local and national experts are chosen to speak on League priorities and member 
interests. Last year (August 2020 – May 2021) the committee had an ambitious agenda: hosting and 
promoting eight speakers, recording each talk, uploading it to our YouTube channel, emailing the link and 
follow-up to all registered, posting it on LWVBaltimoreCounty.org, and reporting progress to both League. 
The 2020-21 year was extremely successful, inspiring, and tiring.

In September 2021 the Committee continued with the same mission, enthusiasm, and support from the LWV 
Baltimore County, but with a revised agenda of hosting fewer speakers. Barbara Hopkins of Neighborspace 
Baltimore County  spoke on the Importance of Open Space in Inner Suburbs and Cities, and Steven 
Levitsky elaborated from his recent book, How Democracy Dies, on threats posed by voter suppression 
and election subversion. The Committee expects to present two sessions in Spring 2022 and is currently 
investigating speakers for February and April. 

Event outreach has reached over 1240 people from all over our country. Speaker events have expanded 
the visibility and mission of the League, made connections, gathered support from other organizations and 
people, provided education to voters, increased member participation and overall League membership. 
With the support of LWV Baltimore County, the Events Committee will continue fulfilling the mission of 
engagement, voter education, and visibility.

The Events Committee needs to expand, both in participation and diversity. Volunteers who are concerned 
about topics important to our democracy are needed to serve on the Committee. The group meets 
infrequently, communicates through email with occasional preplanned Zoom meetings, and thrives with 
mutual support. Some of the tasks include: 

Recommending topics and speakers    Introducing the speakers
Contacting and keeping in contact with speakers   Overseeing live events
Setting up zoom events      Moderating the Q&A
Creating and distributing publicity    Following up with attendees
Writing the speaker’s for the  newsletter   Keeping the board apprised

Previous knowledge and experience are useful, but training will be provided to anyone interested. You don’t 
have to do it all, and we can find a role for you. For more information, please contact Sharalyn Luciani, 
sharalylu@lwvbaltimorecounty.org, 443.226.4779, or Gail Sunderman, glsunderman@yahoo.com. Visit 
www.lwvbaltimorecounty.org/event_recordings to see what we have to offer. Volunteers are critical to the 
League, so please volunteer on the Events Committee. We look forward to having you on the team.

COMMITTEES AND REPORTS

There is plenty of room to join the book club since all meetings continue to be virtual. All meetings start at 
7:30pm. If you’d like to attend, contact Betsy Sexton at esexton2009@gmail.com to receive the Zoom link.

• January book and meeting date TBD
- Betsy Sexton, Book Club Chair

Book Club

- Sharalyn Luciani, Events Committee Member
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COMMITTEES AND REPORTS

- Ericka McDonald, Co-President

The Baltimore County Police Department (BCPD) began recruiting residents to serve on police disciplinary 
trial boards in November. This change to police misconduct investigations marks the first involvement of 
civilians in the process, which in theory should lead to greater accountability of law enforcement officers. 
Unfortunately, there has been little done to share this information with residents through the press or social 
media, and no transparency about the application and selection process, which is simply an email address 
and phone number. 

The message this sends is that BCPD does not want residents to know about the trial boards and does 
not take civilian involvement in misconduct investigations seriously. In fact, the inclusion of civilians 
on trial boards is the outcome of a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between the BCPD and the 
Fraternal Order of Police (Lodge 4), which allows the BCPD to delay the full implementation of the Police 
Accountability Board (PAB) and Administrative Charging Committee for a year. The timing of the MOU 
approval, immediately following the passage of the Maryland Police Accountability Act of 2021, was no 
coincidence. Its purpose is to extend the Law Enforcement Officers Bill of Rights (LEOBR), which was 
struck down by the Act, until July 2023. 

The LEOBR ensures that police misconduct complaints rarely result in consequences by governing 
the process for police discipline in Maryland and protecting police officers from prosecution. It gives 
special rights to police officers that other state employees do not have, and it prevents communities from 
investigating misconduct that could lead to discipline. Maryland was the first state to pass such a law. 

The legislation passed by the Maryland General Assembly last session drew support from people of all 
races and faiths in our County that believe Black Lives Matter.  Legislators agreed that it was time to reform 
police misconduct in Maryland, but the work did not end with the passage of the Act. Residents who are 
concerned about justice for all and police violence now have the opportunity to be involved in oversight, 
which will only be effective with their participation.

The PAB is critical to true police accountability because it enables citizens to participate in oversight of the 
BCPD. The Baltimore County government must create, staff, and fund a PAB by July 2022, which will be 
responsible for receiving, tracking, and reporting on allegations of police misconduct. Although it will not 
be able to appoint civilians to Administrative Charging Committees or Trial Boards for a year, it will be 
responsible for these activities in July 2023. 

I urge everyone to learn more about these police reforms, which will have significant impacts on people of 
color who are disproportionately impacted by police misconduct.

Police Reforms are a Social Justice Issue:
Baltimore County Residents Should Pay Attention
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COMMITTEES AND REPORTS
We Are LWV

Baltimore native and LWV 
member for several years, Linda 
Dorsey-Walker has long been 
involved in promoting issues that 
appear on the League’s agenda. 
Since childhood, she has been a 
civil rights activist, helping at age 
nine to desegregate Baltimore’s 
Gwynn Oak Park. One of the first 

women graduates of Williams College’s four-year 
program, Linda was continuing her groundbreaking 
childhood role as one of the first African American 
students to attend the newly integrated Baltimore 
public schools.  

After earning an MBA from Northwestern 
University’s Kellogg School of Management, she 
relocated several times to follow career opportunities 
and her husband before returning to Baltimore. 
Resuming life here with a newborn daughter, Lauren, 
she worked in healthcare administration; as a program 
manager for the State of Maryland, Baltimore County; 
and internationally as a healthcare consultant. She 
later held positions in housing and human relations. 
She was central to the drafting, testifying, and 
passage of “more than two dozen pieces of successful 
legislation, including several omnibus bills, the Child 
Health Initiative legislation, Human Trafficking 
legislation, [and] professional parity legislation.” 
She is most gratified by having drafted the sunrise 
legislation that created the Maryland Department of 
the Environment. 
 
Linda was raised in a politically active family and 
has continued that legacy as a six-term elected 
member of the Maryland Democratic State Central 
Committee where she has represented the 10th and 
11th Legislative Districts of Baltimore County. Linda 
has worked with the League at voter registration 
events in line with her lifelong efforts to raise political 
awareness, encourage political activism, and support 
women in their career and family roles. She continues 
to work in the League to advance these important 
initiatives.

Linda Dorsey-Walker is the League. Guided by her 
motto “Can I try?”, she is hopeful that the League 
will increasingly attract 
more younger and minority 
members and plans to work to 
ensure the League’s valuable 
Voter Guide reaches everyone 
in the minority community, 
where percentages of voter 
registration are high, to 
help increase actual voter 
participation.

Linda Dorsey-Walker 
at Gwynn Oak Park

New Members
LWV Baltimore County Welcomes You!

* Jane Finneseth
* Jody Blatt

* Susan Talbott

- Gwen Wilson, Newsletter Committee Member

Meeting with Baltimore County
Legislators

The League’s meeting 
with the Baltimore 
County Legislative 
Delegation will take 
place by Zoom on 
January 8, 2022, at 
1:30pm. The Board has 
decided a virtual event 
is the prudent course 
to follow, as a Zoom 
meeting will allow more people to be included 
and yet be safe.  

This meeting is an opportunity to meet with 
the Legislators prior to the beginning of the 
legislative session which begins the following 
Wednesday, so have questions ready for them. 
The LWVMD has decided on their legislative 
priorities which will guide our discussion of the 
issues with the Legislators; these priorities are 
listed on page 9 of this newsletter.

Redistricting of the legislative districts will 
probably be the first issue on the agenda for 
both houses. They will have already decided the 
Congressional districts in the special session on 
December 6. By January 8, Governor Hogan will 
have made his decision whether or not to veto 
these districts. If he does veto them, an override 
could be the first action. How to spend the 
remainder of the pandemic stimulus money will 
also be up for discussion, as well as funds from 
the infrastructure bill.    

Information on how to register for this event will 
be sent via email. Guests are most welcome, so 
tell your friends about the meeting and plan to 
join other League members on January 8.

- Neilson Andrews, Legislative 
Meeting Committee Member
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COMMITTEES AND REPORTS

Poverty and Food Insecurity Increasing in Baltimore County Public Schools

The increase in poverty within the school system caused by the Covid-19 pandemic (now 59,000 students 
qualifying for Free/Reduced Price Meals, or 53% of all students) has undoubtedly worsened the statistics 
from a 2018 study of food insecurity among Maryland students.  In 2018, nearly 30% of middle and high 
school students in Baltimore County suffered from insecurity.  Students without access to consistent and 
nourishing food were at a significantly higher risk of obesity, drug use, making a suicide plan, feeling sad or 
hopeless, fighting at school, and carrying a weapon to school.

Several Network partner schools, including Owings Mills High School and Parkville High School, held food 
and supply distributions before Thanksgiving.  With food prices rising rapidly and severely affecting low-
income families, food assistance remains a top priority of school staff advising the Network on student and 
family needs.

The Network has expanded to 14 schools; our newest partner school is Baltimore Highlands Elementary in 
Halethorpe.  There is a waiting list of schools wishing to join the Network and we hope to add several more 
schools next year.  The map, a “heat map” provided by KLNB Real Estate, shows the locations of Network 
schools, as well as data from 2021 census tracts showing child populations and concentrations of poverty.  
The deep orange areas indicate high poverty levels on the west, east, and central parts of the County, but 
poverty is everywhere throughout the County. 

Coalition Work

The Student Support Network has joined other non-profit organizations in Maryland in requesting that 
Governor Hogan make some federal funds from the ARP (American Rescue Plan) available to non-profit 
organizations in the state.   The state of Maryland will receive another $650 million in ARP funds, and had a 
budget surplus of $2.5 billion dollars for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2021.

Baltimore County currently has about $20 million of its $163 million in ARP funding unallocated, and two 
town hall meetings were held in which non-profit organizations and others provided input to the County 
Executive and other local government officials on how these funds should be spent.   At the second meeting, 
the Network proposed that more funds be allocated to non-profits assisting County residents living in poverty.

   Student Support Network Advocacy Committee

The Network has formed a new Advocacy Committee, chaired by 
Tam Lynne Kelley, a Network Board member, who has assisted 
us for many years in advocacy for better access to existing food 
programs and in proposing policy changes in BCPS to increase 
access to food in schools, including CEP (the Community 
Eligibility Provision). This Committee had its first meeting in 
late November and will be meeting again on Monday, January 
24, at 7:30 p.m. If you are interested in finding out more about 
the Advocacy Committee, please visit studentsupportnetwork.
org/advocate/; additional information about the Student Support 
Network and current needs in partner schools is available on our 
website: studentsupportnetwork.org/.

Student Support Network: Back to School, Still in Need

- Dr. Laurie Taylor-Mitchell, President, 
Student Support Network

Halstead Academy
Mars Estates Elementary
Owings Mills Elementary
Pine Grove Elementary
Cockeysville Middle
Dumbarton Middle
Loch Raven Academy
Pine Grove Middle
Stemmers Run Middle
Loch Raven High
Owings Mills High
Parkville High
Battle Monument
Baltimore Highlands 
     Elementary

2021 Household Incomes 
Less than $50,000 by 
Census Tracts
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Members of the LWV Baltimore County, along 
with a member of the LWV Anne Arundel County, 
registered 27 new citizens at 5 ceremonies at 
the United States Citizenship and Immigration 
Services (USCIS) in November. The registration 
numbers included people taking their oaths of 
citizenship that day as well as family members 
who were also recently naturalized. The 
registration took place outdoors; we hope to 
schedule more ceremonies after the first of the 
year, as the weather permits.  

If you are interested in participating at USCIS 
or other voter registration events, please 
contact Barbara Crain, barbara.crain.10@
lwvbaltimorecounty.org, 301-541-8064. You 
will need to have completed a voter registration 
training in 2021. 

To get trained, call the Baltimore County Board 
of Elections at 410-887-5700 and ask for voter 
registration. Training is done by zoom on a regular 
basis and doesn’t take long. If you did your 
training in 2021, please make sure that Barbara has 
your name and contact information.

Volunteers Needed for
VOTE411

LWVMD Winter 
Workshop

Voter Registration Resumes 
at USCIS

COMMITTEES AND REPORTS

- Barbara Crain, Voter Services Chair
- Barbara Crain, Voter Services Chair

LWV Baltimore County Voter Services volunteers 
waiting to register newly sworn in US citizens to 
vote at the US Citizenship and Immigration Center in 
Halethorpe, MD.

Mark your calendar for 
the LWVMD Winter 
Workshop to be held 
virtually on Saturday, 
January 29, 2022. Though 
planning has already begun, the Winter 
Workshop Planning Committee welcomes any 
interested off-Board members who would like 
to help plan and execute this event; contact 
pres@lwvmd.org to join. If you are unable 
to join the committee but have an idea about 
topics and/or speakers that might be of interest 
to local Leagues, please send them to the email 
address above so they can be considered for 
this and future events. Once workshop content 
is finalized, it will be posted to the LWVMD 
website, www.lwvmd.org, along with 
registration details.

The VOTE411 
questions 
committee, 
including  Sue 
Garonzik, Joe 
Garonzik, Tana 

Hamilton and Barbara Crain, met several times 
in October to prepare questions for candidates 
for governor, comptroller, attorney general, 
US senators and representatives, Maryland 
senators and delegates, judges, and party 
Central Committees. The questions were 
approved by our league’s Board of Directors 
at the December meeting. These questions will 
now be submitted to the League of Women 
Voters of Maryland for consideration along 
with questions submitted by other counties. 
The final list of questions will be determined 
by the state league’s board of directors in 
January. 

The committee’s next task will be to prepare 
a list of questions for candidates for offices in 
Baltimore County.
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COMMITTEES AND REPORTS

Baltimore County, like many other jurisdictions, has received a windfall 
from the American Rescue Plan (ARP) Act of 2021 which was passed 
shortly after President Biden’s inauguration. In total Baltimore County 
received $160.7 million in funds, with half being delivered this fiscal 
year and half the next. There are stipulations on how the money must be 
spent. County Executive Olszewski formed a cabinet subcommittee to 

determine needs and held two community meetings in November to obtain residents’ input.

Approximately $60 million will be used within the county for residents and business to ensure recovery as 
the pandemic continues. For instance, funds will be used to stabilize the remaining childcare providers in 
the county and to help some of those that had closed to reopen. Some will benefit non-profit community 
organizations with less than five employees which have received no stimulus funds to date. Funds have also 
been used for recruitment of school bus drivers which has reached a critical shortage.   

Another $16 million will be used for ongoing affordable housing efforts and to create a Local Affordable 
Housing Trust Fund, which will support ongoing development and preservation of affordable housing. The 
county is under a federal decree to increase the availability of affordable housing.     

An additional $80 million will be used to support the ongoing public health responses to the pandemic, 
including several programs to aid the police department with problems arising from mental health issues. The 
county will coordinate with a local non-profit to distribute personal locator units for Alzheimer patients with a 
tendency to wander and get lost. There will also be ongoing help for the employees of the Department of Health 
and Social Work who have been at the forefront during the pandemic.  

Funds will also be used for beautification projects throughout the county and increased environmental projects. 
More than $6 million will be used in Eastern Baltimore County to complete a living shoreline and establish 
an aquatic habitat along the middle branch of the Patapsco River; this money will benefit more than five 
communities along the river.  

These are just a sampling of the proposed programs being initiated by the county using the funds from the ARP; 
another $20 million has been set aside for community ideas. To read more about the distribution of the funds go 
to: www.baltimorecountymd.gov/departments/budfin/american-rescue-plan/index.html.

American Rescue Plan Funding for Baltimore County

Making Democracy
Work

Redistricting

Protecting the Vote

Campaign Reform

Other Issues:
Administration of Justice

The LWVMD strives to affect change every legislative session. After soliciting input from all the Maryland 
local Leagues, the LWVMD board announced last month the following 2022 legislative priorities.

Social and Economic 
Justice

Affordable Healthcare

Affordable Housing

Police Reform

Other Issues:
Transportation

Public Education
Paid Family Leave

Protecting the 
Environment

Protect Clean Air and Water

Reduce Causes of Climate 
Change

Reduce Solid Waste

 Other Issues:
Improved Land Use Policies

LWVMD 2022 Legislative Priorities

- Neilson Andrews, Treasurer
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COMMITTEES AND REPORTS
Holiday Party a Success

The Holiday Party held at Tana Hamilton’s home on December 4 was a huge success! Twenty Baltimore 
County League members attended and enjoyed good conversation, a delicious lunch from Eddie’s in 
Roland Park, and an interesting presentation by our guest speakers, the Baltimore County Orphans’ Court 
Judges - Chief Judge William R. Evans, Associate Judge Juliet G. Fisher, and Associate Judge Arthur M. 
Frank - and Register of Wills, Alexis Burrell-Rohde. View their bios at www.baltimorecountymd.gov/
departments/orphanscourt/judges and registers.maryland.gov/main/baltimore.html, respectively.

Chief Judge Evans provided a brief history of the Orphans’ Courts explaining this court was first 
established in the mid 1700’s in London. Apparently at that time, due to frequent wars and widespread 
disease, the average life expectancy for men was 40 to 50 years. Consequently, it was not uncommon for 
a man to die leaving one or more minor children under the age of 18. Since women were not allowed to 
own property in their own right, children were considered orphans at their father’s death, whether or not 
survived by their mothers. Since women could not protect the assets of their minor children, assets had 
a tendency to disappear quickly after death; think Ebeneezer Scrooge in Dickens’ A Christmas Carol. 
Consequently, the Ecclesiastical Courts deemed it advisable to establish a court for the protection of the 
property of widows and orphans and established the Orphans’ Court.  At that time in England, real property 
vested in the eldest male.    

When Lord Baltimore established a colony in Maryland, he brought this legal concept with him. 
Consequently, one of the earliest courts established under the Maryland Constitution was the Orphans’ 
Court. However, in Maryland the Orphans’ Court was given jurisdiction over the administration of 
all estates, not just property passing to orphans, which included real as well as personal property. The 
Orphans’ Court was given concurrent jurisdiction with Circuit Courts over the guardianships of Minors. 
Lord Baltimore retained the idea of utilizing three local lay judges; presumably there were fewer lawyers 
at that time and it took longer to travel. Women did not sit on the Orphans’ Court, nor on any Court, until 
much later. There is now an Orphans’ Court in Baltimore City and every county in the State of Maryland.

Around the mid 1950’s, Montgomery County and Harford County passed Constitutional Amendments 
providing that their Circuit Court judges would sit as the Orphans’ Court when handling estate matters. 
With this exception, Baltimore City and all other counties have a 3 person Orphans’ Court, and all three of 
the Orphans’ Court judges must run for election every four years in a contested partisan election. It was just 
in the past 10 years that residents of Baltimore City, Baltimore County, and Prince George’s County passed 
Constitutional amendments requiring their Orphans’ Court Judges be attorneys and allowing those attorney 
judges to sit individually. Allowing attorney Orphans’ Court judges to conduct hearings independently 
allows improved efficiency. In other jurisdictions, if attorney judges sit on the Orphans’ Court, they sit as a 
panel.

LWVBCo Co-President Tana Hamilton (l) 
and Secretary Lisa Barkan (r).LWVBCo Holiday Party 

Chair Terri Lawler (l) and 
Office Manager Maggy 

Lindren (r).

LWVBCo Holiday Party 
buffet.
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COMMITTEES AND REPORTS
Holiday Party a Success, Cont.

Over the years estates have gotten more complicated. Hearings often are highly charged and frequently 
contentious because they involve families dealing with financial as well as emotional issues. Judge Fisher 
explained that Baltimore County was one of the first jurisdictions to establish a formal mediation program 
to resolve estate disputes outside the courtroom setting. In addition to saving attorneys’ fees, families 
benefit in that: the mediation process is confidential and not on record in an open courtroom; the outcome 
is voluntary; the mediation is conducted by a trained mediator (parties may or may not be represented by 
counsel); and the agreement is made by all the parties involved. While the Mediation Order is reviewed by 
the Orphans’ Court Judges, such agreements generally are accepted.     

Register of Wills Burrell-Rohde explained the Register of Wills serves as the Clerk of Court for the 
Orphans’ Court and a representative of her office sits in on all Orphans’ Court hearings which are recorded. 
Her staff of over 20 people assist the public with all aspects of administering estates. If the decedent dies 
with a Will, the person is said to die testate, and the person named as Personal Representative, formerly 
Executor/trix, must bring in the original Will and any Codicils, along with a death certificate and a List of 
Interested Persons, which lists all beneficiaries and heirs. If there is no Will, the person is said to have died 
intestate and the Court appoints someone to serve as Personal Representative.  

Register Burrell-Rohde further explained an estate must be open for anyone domiciled in Baltimore County 
who dies leaving any assets in the decedent’s sole name. If the value of the probate assets is $50,000 or less 
($100,000 or less if the surviving spouse is the sole beneficiary/heir), it may be opened as a Statutory Small 
Estate where the Estate generally is opened and closed the same day and fees are nominal.

Regular Estates, those above the threshold for Statutory Small Estates, require the filing of a Petition to 
open the Estate, Inventory, Information Report, and Administration Account, which must reflect all receipts 
into the Estate, debts, administration expenses paid from the Estate, and distributions to the beneficiaries/
heirs. The First Administration Account is due 9 months from the date the Estate is opened, and another 
Account is filed every 6 months until the Estate is closed. Some estates involving litigation or complex real 
estate or other issues may remain open for years. Finally, certain Estates may qualify for Modified Estate 
Proceedings which is an alternative stream-lined option available in certain circumstances.

Judge Frank noted that the Baltimore County Register of Wills Office is considered one of the most 
efficient and consumer friendly in the State. The staff there is happy to answer questions and assist. He also 
encouraged anyone with general questions to call the Orphans’ Court Judges as they are happy to explain 
general estate concepts; of course, they may not discuss any pending matter before the court with any of 
the parties. The Judges are available to provide educational programs for any groups interested. 

- Theresa Lawler, Holiday Party Chair

left to right: Orphan’s Court Cheif Judge 
William R. Evans, the Honorable Alexis 
Burrell-Rohde of the Baltimore County 

Register of Wills, Orphan’s Court Associate 
Judge Juliet G. Fisher, and party attendee, 

Miranda Fisher.

Holiday Party attendees listening to the 
speakers’ presentation.
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League of Women Voters of Baltimore County
6600 York Road, Suite 211
Baltimore, MD 21212
Return service requested

LEAGUE OFFICE HOURS
Tuesday, Thursday, 10am-1pm
410-377-8046
contact@lwvbaltimorecounty.org
www.LWVBaltimoreCounty.org

Co-Presidents:  Tana Hamilton, Ericka McDonald

1st VP:  vacant

2nd VP:  Barbara Crain

Secretary:  Lisa Barkan

Treasurer:  Neilson Andrews

Elected Directors:  Sue Garonzik, Theresa Lawler, 
Phyllis Panopoulos, Ralph Rigger, Eileen Robier, 
Anne Sleeman

Newsletter:  Stacey Morrison

Office Manager:  Maggy Lindgren

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 2021-22
Open to all men and women

Create Positive Change
Join the League Today!

Not a member yet?

 » Call the office at 410-377-8046

 » Visit us at
      www.lwvbaltimorecounty.org

Join Today!Join Today!

Membership
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