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Welcome to
new LWVAAC
member,
Ashley Oleson!

2015 Annual Meeting & Brunch
Saturday, April 25
Baywoods of Annapolis
9:30 a.m. Coffee & Registration
10:00 a.m. Business Meeting
11:15 a.m. Brunch
Guest Speaker: Janice Hayes-Williams
It’s not too late to register for the League of
Women Voters of Anne Arundel County’s
annual meeting and brunch on April 25!
Local author and
research historian
Janice HayesWilliams, will
offer a fascinating
perspective on
Anne Arundel
County. HayesWilliams writes
the “Our Legacy”
column in the Capital, recounting the history
of the African American community in
Annapolis and Anne Arundel County. She has
done extensive research into families and
leading citizens of the area, contributing to a
variety of notable public projects. Janice is an
Annapolis native and descendant of slaves and
free blacks who lived in the region prior to the
American Revolution. Her presentation “Anne
Arundel Then and Now: Carr’s and Elktonia
Beaches” will provide a historical look at the
Bay Ridge Peninsula where Baywoods is now.
The reservation deadline has been extended
to Monday, April 20. Please call or email
Arlene Gavin to say that you’re coming; you
may pay at the door. Guests, non-members
and prospective members are welcome! See
the flyer on page 6 for details.

Calendar
LWVAAC Annual Meeting
Sat, Apr 25, 9:30 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.
BayWoods of Annapolis
7101 Bay Front Drive, Annapolis
LWVNCA Convention
Sat, May 2, 9:30 a.m. – 1:30 p.m.
Clyde’s Gallery Place,
707 7th St. NW, Washington DC
LWVAAC Board Meeting
Mon, May 4, 10:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.
Hosted by Ruth Latimer
LWVMD Biennial Convention
Fri, May 29 – Sun, May 31
O’Callaghan Annapolis Hotel
174 West Street, Annapolis
LWVAAC Board Retreat
Date and time TBD
Hosted by Niecy Chambers
LWVUS National Council
Thu, Jun 18 – Sun, Jun 21
Leesburg, VA

Panelists answer questions from the
audience at the conclusion of the
LWVNCA forum on transportation on
March 28, 2015 in Arlington, VA. See
article on page 4.
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Letter from the Co-Presidents
Dear Members:
We look forward to seeing many of you at the
Annual Meeting this coming weekend.
Graciously hosted by Baywoods of Annapolis,
we’ll be shuttled to the front door from a nearby
parking lot and have the opportunity to meet
and greet over coffee before commencing a
brief but important business meeting at 10 a.m.
Members will vote on the proposed budget and
nominated slate of officers, learn about
upcoming events, and provide the board with
direction for the coming year. The Annual
Meeting workbook has been sent to all
members, and may also be found on our
website, aa.lwvmd.org.
When our work is done, we’ll relax with a
delicious buffet brunch and cash bar, and learn
about local history from our renowned author
Janice Hayes-Williams.

Lois Coon,
Legislative Coffee
410-849-5429
jack.coon@verizon.net

If you can’t join us, we ask that you send your
suggestions of future programs to Program
Chair Myrna Siegel. Other direction to the
board may be sent to Carol Sures. Please take a
moment to tell us how we can improve your
League experience.

Yolande Dickerson,
Voter Registration
410-636-1714
ydickerson@aol.com

We are delighted to be hosting the LWVMD
Convention at the end of May. Be sure to read
Carol’s article on page 3 and please consider
participating as an attendee and/or volunteer.

Susan Elson,
Community Liaison
410-757-8577
elsonsusan@yahoo.com

Thank you as always for your support.
Niecy Chambers and Arlene Gavin
pres@aa.lwvmd.org
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LWVAAC Program
LWVMD Convention Comes to Annapolis
Are we the hostesses with the most-esses or not? Anne Arundel County is hosting the League of Women Voters of
Maryland (LWVMD) state convention at the end of May so our hospitality "chops" will be tested. We have plans and
we all need to pitch in to make this the best convention in the League's long history.
Conventioneers will start arriving on Friday, May 29 and will be registering at the O'Callaghan Annapolis Hotel (174
West Street) where all of the convention activities will take place. We need LWVAAC VOLUNTEERS to staff the
registration and information tables and be on hand to send our guests off to enjoy the many wonders of Annapolis.
Friday afternoon we've arranged a choice of two tours, one of the Legislature, and the other a trolley tour which may
appeal to non-walkers. We need VOLUNTEERS to help with those tours. There will be a "dutch treat dine around"
that evening and we need VOLUNTEER hosts to accompany groups at designated restaurants.
Come Saturday, things get serious. Delegates to convention will register - VOLUNTEERS needed - and take part in
two major plenary sessions and several workshops during Saturday. (See page 5 for workshop information.) Anne
Arundel County Council Chairman Jerry Walker will be on hand to welcome everyone to the county. Business will be
conducted before and after an "on your own" lunch. We need VOLUNTEERS to help at the plenary sessions.
Everyone will get dressed up and enjoy a cash bar reception and banquet Saturday evening. The keynote speaker will
be Congressman John Sarbanes, and we'll be celebrating the League’s 95th birthday. Tickets for Saturday night’s
festivities alone are $95 – the banquet is a special fundraiser for the state League – or if you register for the convention
($110) the banquet and the Sunday lunch are yours for the--eating.
Sunday morning is breakfast on your own, more workshops, and a networking lunch. The third plenary session follows
lunch, and conventioneers leave town mid-afternoon, hopefully happy with our great hospitality!
On a more serious note, this is your opportunity to see how the League operates at the state level. The plenary sessions
are structured to address the LWVMD budget, to discuss and adopt program studies, to approve positions that may
have been studied and approved by the local Leagues. The State Board will receive directions from voting delegates
and from others in the audience. But, best of all, this is an opportunity to meet with Leaguers from all over Maryland
and to help determine what is coming in the future for the LWVMD and for all local Leagues.
Our local League is authorized to send three voting delegates, and there’s no limit on the number of members who may
attend convention as non-voting participants. You’ll find a convention registration form on page 7 of this newsletter,
information about Fun Friday on page 8, and details of the League’s 95th Birthday Celebration on page 9.
Please contact Kathy Larrabee (kklarrabee@verizon.net) to VOLUNTEER, Lois Coon (jack.coon@verizon.net) to help
host the dine-around, and Niecy Chambers (bayroot5@comcast.net) or me (cgsures@comcast.net) with any questions.
By Carol Sures

LWVAAC 2015-2016 Program Planning
In June, after the annual meeting, the LWVAAC board will begin program planning for the next year. However, this
really needs to be a collaborative effort with the membership. We expect that several of our meetings will deal with
national and state studies, but what local issues would our membership like to explore, and more importantly, are there
any members who would like to work on program activities for the coming year?
aa.lwvmd.org
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During the current year, in addition to our County Executive Candidates’ Forum and our 70th Anniversary celebration,
LWVAAC had programs about regional transportation, rising sea levels and campaign finance reform. Are there other
issues that our members would like to learn more about?
At our annual meeting we will ask for program ideas and direction from our members. Please be ready with your
suggestions. If you can’t attend the annual meeting, please send me your program suggestions and let me know if you
would like to work on program planning.
By Myrna Siegel, Program Chair

LWVNCA Transportation Forum: Crossing Boundaries
On March 28, Niecy Chambers, Carol Sures and I attended the
transportation forum presented by the League of Women Voters of the
National Capital Area. The panelists included urban and transportation
planners, a consultant with a specialty in railroads, smart growth
researchers and planners, a representative of AARP, and a planning
manager for the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority
(WMATA). Leaguer Diane Hibino moderated the discussion.
The first panelist talked about national and local trends. 80% of Americans want to live in single family houses but
more than 50% are willing to sacrifice house size for walkable neighborhoods. In recent years, Americans have been
driving less. Both young and older adults value proximity to needed services and alternative transportation options.
Locally, the region’s core is booming, becoming younger and more diverse. More foreign born residents have begun
settling in the suburbs, with the beginnings of some ethnic enclaves and target marketing by developers. There is also
an increasing suburbanization of poverty.
Speakers expressed cautious optimism about the future of the proposed Purple Line, made less certain as a result of the
2014 election. The Purple Line is a planned 16 mile, 21 stop, light rail system between New Carrollton and Bethesda,
operating at grade on existing streets. It is projected to relieve some congestion, but the primary benefits promoted are
giving people better access to jobs by connecting four major employment centers, and helping “stitch together” the
demographically diverse communities that it crosses. A concern is that property values will increase with proximity to
transit, endangering affordable housing along its route.
One term we heard from several panelists was “multimodalism,” that is, having a choice of more than one means of
transportation. To facilitate this, there needs to be a way of easily navigating multiple transportation modes. Being
able to get static data (schedule and route information), and real time data on whatever mobile device we use, fuels the
multimodal approach. Some of the transportation apps mentioned were RideScout, iCommuteDC, Spotcycle (for bike
shares) and Transit Screen. We also learned that in this area there are 26 bus and rail transit agencies, 2 commuter
railroads, 1 bikeshare system and 2 carshare entities. It seems as if we are balkanizing transportation.
From the AARP representative we learned that 78% of adults 45 and older want to stay in their own homes as they age.
AARP has developed a Network of Age-Friendly Communities to help communities adapt to an aging population.
On the whole, the program was an interesting one and we learned a lot about transportation issues in general, but there
was little specificity with regard to Anne Arundel County. Additional notes, audience Q&A, and entire presentations
made by some of the panelists may be found on the LWVNCA website (lwvnca.org/Event.html).
By Myrna Siegel
aa.lwvmd.org
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Action and Community Outreach
League Registers Voters at Naturalization Ceremonies
For the past two months, the state League has organized a team of volunteer registrars to attend monthly naturalization
ceremonies at the Prince George’s County courthouse. In March, they registered eleven new citizens to vote; in April,
the number grew to 27, representing five counties, including two from Anne Arundel County.
Ralph Watkins, LWVMD Voters Service Chair, has invited our League, as well as others in adjacent counties, to
participate in this endeavor. Future ceremonies are scheduled on May 11, June 8, July 20, August 17, September 14,
November 9 and December 7, 2015. (There is no ceremony in October.) A team of 4 or 5 people is needed each
month; registrar training is available. If you are interested in coordinating this initiative for LWVAAC, or simply wish
to participate on one of the upcoming dates, please contact Niecy Chambers (bayroot5@comcast.net).

LWVMD Legislative Action & Report from State Circle
Eighteen LWVMD members, the Report from State Circle reporters, played a vital role in reviewing and preparing
testimony on more than 80 bills introduced in the Maryland House of Delegates and Senate during the 2015 legislative
session that ended on April 13. The state League’s office manager, Ashley Oleson, has created a public Google
document listing all the bills the League weighed in on, with links to the written testimony. Please look for “LWVMD
2015 Testimony” on the state League website (lwvmd.org) or click here to view this impressive list.
Explanations of many of these bills, and details on their progress through the two legislative chambers can be found in
the first five issues of the 2015 Report from State Circle (RSC), which are posted on our state and local League
websites. The final 2015 wrap-up issue of RSC will be published within the next week.
Anyone may subscribe to receive the Report from State Circle. League members are automatically subscribed to
receive the email publication, which is free. Print copies of the six annual issues cost $15 for League members, $25 for
non-members, and may be ordered through the state League office. If someone you know would be interested in
receiving the RSC, or any of the League’s informative publications, please go to the “Subscriptions” tab on our website
(aa.lwvmd.org) to add his or her email address.

LWVAAC Testifies on Stormwater Fee
LWVAAC member, Anne Schifferle, joined other concerned citizens attending the April 6 County Council meeting to
oppose repeal of the stormwater fee. She submitted testimony on behalf of our League, demonstrating that a dedicated
fee is needed to fund stormwater remediation efforts. This testimony was based on our League’s Planning and Zoning
position which supports goals to “expand and strengthen watershed management with storm water and sediment
controls.” In a close 3/4 vote, Council voted down the proposed repeal. Thank you, Anne!

2015 LWVMD Convention Workshops
Sat, May 30
Sun, May 31

1:30 p.m.
2:15 p.m.
9:00 a.m.

New Maryland Voting System
The ABCs of IRV (Instant Runoff Voting)
Leading Your League into the Future
(Membership Leadership & Development)

10:15 a.m. Our New League Web Site
Convention attendees may participate in all of the workshops.
aa.lwvmd.org

5 of 10

editor@aa.lwvmd.org

The Voter
League of Women Voters of Anne Arundel County

aa.lwvmd.org

6 of 10

Issue 87

editor@aa.lwvmd.org

The Voter
League of Women Voters of Anne Arundel County

aa.lwvmd.org

7 of 10

Issue 87

editor@aa.lwvmd.org

The Voter
League of Women Voters of Anne Arundel County

aa.lwvmd.org

8 of 10

Issue 87

editor@aa.lwvmd.org

The Voter
League of Women Voters of Anne Arundel County

aa.lwvmd.org

9 of 10

Issue 87

editor@aa.lwvmd.org

The Voter
League of Women Voters of Anne Arundel County

aa.lwvmd.org

10 of 10

Issue 87

editor@aa.lwvmd.org

