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Congressman John Sarbanes Addresses
Money in Politics
At LWVAAC’s 70 anniversary celebration in
December we began our investigation of the
issue of money in politics through viewing a
presentation called “Democracy in the Balance”
and hearing from a representative of the
organization called Get Money Out-Maryland.
We will continue our focus on the topic with an
appearance by Congressman John Sarbanes at
our next open meeting.
th

LWVAAC Board Meeting
Fri, Feb 6, 1:00 – 3:00 p.m.
BayWoods of Annapolis
7101 Bay Front Drive, Annapolis
MD
LWVAAC Public Program:
Government By the People Act
featuring Congressman Sarbanes
Sun, Feb 8, 2:30 – 4:30 p.m.
Severna Park Library
45 W. McKinsey Road
Severna Park MD

Congressman Sarbanes will discuss the
Government By the People Act, a piece of
legislation he introduced during the last
Congress which provides a means for candidates LWVMD Forum: Dealing with
Rising Seas on Maryland’s Shores
to finance their campaigns without dependence
Sat, Feb 21, 10:30 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.
on large donors.
Chesapeake College, Wye Mills MD
The meeting will be on February 8, 2015 at the
Severna Park Library from 2:30 to 4:30 p.m.
The public is invited, so come and bring a
friend. Please see the flyer on page 7 for more
information.

Congressman John
Sarbanes represents
Maryland’s Third
Congressional
District. This will be
his fifth term in office.
http://sarbanes.house.
gov/frontpage

LWVMD Legislative Day
Wed, Mar 11, 8:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.
Annapolis MD
*** NOTE DATE CHANGE ***
LWVNCA Regional Transportation
Forum: Crossing Boundaries
Sat, Mar 28, time TBA
NRECA Conference Center, 4301
Wilson Boulevard, Arlington, VA
LWVAAC Annual Meeting
Sat, Apr 25, 9:30 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.
BayWoods of Annapolis
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Happy New Year! We enjoyed seeing many of
you at our celebration on December 6. Our
Kathy Larrabee, Membership
thanks to everyone who helped make it a success. 410-897-0332
kklarrabee@verizon.net

We are very excited to welcome Congressman
John Sarbanes on February 8 to continue our
investigation of the issue of money in politics.
Please plan to attend and spread the word!

Ruth Latimer, Bylaws
410-268-0850
Latimer377@aol.com

We also call your attention to the Winter
Workshop on January 24, and the state League’s
forum on February 21, The Future is Now:
Dealing with Rising Seas on Maryland’s Shores,
featuring an expert panel and several prominent
speakers. See the flyers on pages 8 and 9, and
check our website for updates.

Myrna Siegel, Program &
Newsletter Co-Editor
410-849-8832
thesiegels915@comcast.net

Due to administrative changes at the Legislature,
plans are still pending for our annual Coffee and
Conversation with our state representatives.
Information will be posted on the website and
emailed to members as soon as possible. In the
meantime, LWVMD Action Chair Barbara
Schnackenberg urges members to “do their
homework” by visiting the General Assembly
website, mgaleg.maryland.gov, and reviewing
the Issue Papers for the 2015 Legislative Session
and the Legislative Handbook Series.

Sarah Thwaites, Special Events
410-987-0952
Sarahthwaites483@comcast.net

Stay warm and healthy! We look forward to
seeing you soon.
Niecy Chambers and Arlene Gavin
pres@aa.lwvmd.org

Linda Teare, Annual Meeting
410-280-3303
lindateare@gmail.com

Off Board:
Anne Schifferle, Environment
410-672-6099
anneschifferle@yahoo.com
Alfa Stevens, Chair
Nominating
410-551-2713
stl_magnolia@hotmail.com
LWVMD Liaison:
Betsy Singer
410-730-7740/443-812-2525
elizabethsinger446@hotmail.com

*******

In Memoriam
With great sorrow, we note the passing of Norma
Laverty on December 28, 2014. Norma joined
our League only six months ago, but quickly
became an active member, serving on the 70th
anniversary committee and eager to participate
in future League activities. We will miss her.
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The Nominating Committee is
looking for volunteers to lead the
League and serve on the 2015-16
LWVAAC board. Please call Alfa
Stevens at (410) 551-2713 with your
interests and suggestions.

editor@aa.lwvmd.org
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LWVAAC Program
LWVAAC 70th Anniversary Celebration
On Saturday, December 6, members and friends of the LWVAAC celebrated the 70th
anniversary of our League’s founding at the “Pip” Moyer Recreation Center in
Annapolis. The room was festively decorated with wonderful centerpieces made by
Shirley Hatch. The buffet table was laden with goodies. But, this being the League,
the main focus was on the program.
Carol Sures, long-time member and perennial board secretary, gave us an interesting
view of the history of the Anne Arundel County League. She detailed the role of the
League in promoting charter government in the county, enumerating the actions
taken by members in the effort. Carol also described the more recent study
undertaken by the League concerning the effect of immigration on the county. That
study resulted in several recommendations.
After hearing about our past, we looked ahead. Co-President Niecy Chambers noted
that, while our League’s primary focus will be on issues of concern to our own
community, we continue to work on several state and national League initiatives,
including environmental protection, redistricting reform, improving voter turnout,
and addressing money in politics.
She narrated a slide show produced by the LWV of Massachusetts, called “Democracy in the Balance,” which detailed
the history of campaign finance laws, the effects of recent changes, and possible remedies. (For those who could not
attend, a narrated video can be found at www.youtube.com/watch?v=3CuKKx58dac.)
We then heard from a guest, Wylie Burge, who is active in an organization called Get Money Out-Maryland
(www.GetMoneyOutMD.org). This organization is promoting reforms to minimize the influence of money in politics
and promote a Constitutional amendment to overturn the Supreme Court’s decision in Citizens United v. FEC.
Susan Cochran, LWVMD President, presented LWVAAC with a certificate to commemorate the occasion. LWVAAC’s
liaison from the state Board, Betsy Singer, offered her congratulations and encouraged members to attend LWVMD’s
upcoming forum on rising sea levels.
Niecy reminded members that LWVAAC will host the state League Convention for the first time ever in Annapolis May
29-31, 2015. We will be looking to our members to ensure a smooth-running and enjoyable experience for all delegates.
Kathy Larrabee asked attendees to complete a volunteer information form.
Kathy then unveiled LWVAAC’s hot-off-the-presses Fact Sheet for new and prospective members. This eight-page
professionally-designed brochure tells the world where we come from, who we are and what we do. Kudos to Kathy for
a job well done.
Since this was a birthday party, of course, there was a cake, ceremonially cut by long-time LWVAAC member, Joyce
Letaw. The party ended with distribution of the centerpieces to lucky winners. See page 4 of this newsletter for more
photos from the celebration.
By Myrna Siegel
aa.lwvmd.org
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Photos from LWVAAC’s 70th Anniversary Celebration, December 6, 2014

(l to r) LWVAAC current and past board members: Arlene
Gavin, Linda Teare, Myrna Siegel, Sue Jacobson, Sue Farmer

(l to r) LWVAAC secretary Carol Sures with recently joined
Leaguers Edie Segree and Margaret Madden

(l to r) Co-Presidents Niecy Chambers and Arlene Gavin with
LWVMD President Susan Cochran

(l to r) Guest JoAnne Lovell with recently joined Leaguer Susan
Knisely and new member Diane Evans

(l to r) State League liaison Betsy Singer
and LWVAAC secretary Carol Sures

aa.lwvmd.org

(l to r) LWVAAC board members Carolyn
Ciepiela and Yolande Dickerson
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(l to r) LWVAAC Board member Sarah
Thwaites with long-time League member
Joyce Letaw

editor@aa.lwvmd.org

The Voter
League of Women Voters of Anne Arundel County

Issue 85

Action and Outreach
2015 LWVMD Legislative Priorities
After considering the input of 14 local Leagues, members-at-large and the state Board, LWVMD adopted legislative
priorities for 2015 that will focus on taming the gerrymander (redistricting reform), and preserving and improving our
environment. In the latter regard, the goals are assuring clean water standards, controlling the use, processing and
disposal of water from hydraulic fracturing, raising the renewable portfolio standard to 40% clean energy by 2025, and
mitigating climate change.
The state League also continues to work for improved voter access through Election Day registration, campaign finance
reform, adequate public school funding (including free pre-k for all), and maintaining and enhancing public
transportation and related infrastructure.
During the input process, LWVAAC supported protection of water quality, mitigation of climate change and amending
the redistricting process as top priorities. We also recommended campaign finance reform, and reviewing the adult and
juvenile corrections systems.
The 2015 LWVMD Legislative Priorities brochure is available for download on the state League website, lwvmd.org.

Community Partner Spotlight: Maryland Alliance for Justice Reform
The Maryland Alliance for Justice Reform (MAJR) grew out of a study group composed of members of the Annapolis
Friends Peace and Justice Center and St. Phillip’s Episcopal Church. The group studied Michelle Alexander’s book The
New Jim Crow: Mass Incarceration in the Age of Colorblindness. This small group has grown into a statewide
organization proposing eight bills to the 2015 Maryland General Assembly to reduce incarceration and improve criminal
justice, all without raising taxes. Former Governor Robert Ehrlich and Judge Joseph Murphy, retired chief judge of the
Maryland Court of Special Appeals, serve as honorary chairs of this bipartisan effort.
Increased incarceration resulted from the “War on Drugs” in the 1980s, and the rate of incarceration tripled in the next 20
years. Drug use is equal in black and white communities (and a bit lower in the Hispanic community), but communities
of color are affected by incarceration much more than white communities.
Another consideration is the recidivism rate, which varies from 41% to 51% in Maryland, while Virginia and Oregon
have rates in the 20th percentile. At $38,000 per year per inmate, we can learn from other states.
One of the proposed bills, following the federally-endorsed method of a “Justice Reinvestment” budget, would direct
funds saved by lower rates of incarceration to programs to prevent crime, divert nonviolent offenders from prison to
restorative justice programs, provide programs in prison that would prepare inmates for their reentry into society, and
assist newly released prisoners in getting jobs and otherwise integrating back into the community. In these ways, these
funds would serve to further reduce the rate of incarceration.
Another bill would divert nonviolent offenders to mediation programs, which have a 90% success rate and avoid lifelong collateral consequences of incarceration (such as the inability to get a job or find a place to live). If mediation fails,
the offender would go back to court.
A third bill would screen inmates for needs such as job training, mental health services, drug treatment so they can return
aa.lwvmd.org
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to society better equipped to be responsible citizens. A fourth would provide job training in prison, which only one
inmate in ten currently receives.
MAJR welcomes the support of League members. For a complete list of bills, see MAJR’s website: www.ma4jr.org.
By Pat Schenck
LWVAAC Member
****************************************************************
LWVMD supports action to promote fair and appropriate sentencing, and a correctional system, including probation and
other alternatives to incarceration, that protects society and prepares offenders for successful reintegration into the
community. LWVUS believes alternatives to imprisonment should be explored and utilized, taking into consideration
the circumstances and nature of the crime. LWVUS opposes mandatory minimum sentences for drug offenses.

Did You Know?
In 1961 the Supreme Court unanimously ruled that “states could not have a ‘religious test’for public office.” The case,
Torcaso v. Watkins, was brought by a Maryland bookkeeper, Roy Torcaso, who happened to be an atheist. He refused to
declare that he believed in God in order to serve as a notary public.
However, Articles 36 and 37 of the Maryland Constitution still include a belief in God test for competency to be a juror,
witness or to hold any office of profit or trust in the state. Legal experts say the requirement is unenforceable, but
Maryland is one of seven states which still include such religious test language. The other six are Arkansas, Mississippi,
North Carolina, South Carolina, Tennessee, and Texas. A coalition of non-believers is currently working to have such
language eliminated from the state constitutions. Maryland’s Constitution will be up for review in 2020.

Membership Chair Kathy Larrabee has touched the lives of every LWVAAC
member, calling to inquire about our interests, inviting us to events,
organizing carpools, reminding us to renew on time.
Tragically, Kathy’s son, Jeff Kaplan, lost his life in an automobile accident
in Annapolis on January 7, 2015. The Jeff Kaplan memorial fund has been
established to support his 7 year old daughter, Vivien Kaplan.
Contributions may be made at the following website:
https://www.giveforward.com/fundraiser/gx77
The family thanks you from the bottom of their hearts.

aa.lwvmd.org
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