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Redistricting reform has been a top legislative
priority of our state League for years, but
progress to date has been disappointing. This
year, at last, there is reasonable cause for hope,
coupled with an urgent need to redouble our
efforts to secure legislators’ support.
Please join us for an action-oriented discussion
of redistricting in Maryland, past and present, led
by LWVAAC members Carol Ann Hecht, a
co-founder of the Tame the Gerrymander
Coalition, and Ashley Oleson, a member of
Governor Hogan’s Redistricting Reform
Commission. They’ll review the current
situation, explain the Commission’s
recommendations, comment on pending
legislation in the 2016 General Assembly, and
share a call to action. Free and open to the
public. For more information, please see the
flyer on page 10.

Delegate Pam
Beidle (D-32)
speaks to League
members and
guests at the
LWVAAC
Legislative Coffee
on Thursday,
January 14, 2016
(see story on p. 4).

Calendar:
LWVAAC Meeting on
Redistricting Reform
Sat., Feb 20, 1:00-3:00 pm,
St. Margaret’s Church
Parish Hall, 1601 Pleasant
Plains Rd., Annapolis 21409
LWVAAC Board Meeting
Tue., Feb 23, 10:00 am 12:00 pm
Location TBD
LWVMD Legislative Day
Tue., Mar 1, 8:30 am
Miller Senate Office Bldg,
Annapolis
LWVAAC Voting Rights
Discussion
Tue., Mar 15,10:30 am 12:30 pm, Severna Park
Library, 45 W. McKinsey
Rd., Severna Park 21146
LWVAAC Board Meeting
Tue., Mar 22, 10:00 am 12:00 pm
Location TBD
LWVAAC Annual
Meeting
Sat., Apr 30, 9:30 am 1:00 pm
BayWoods of Annapolis

(Photo by Kathy Larrabee)
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Letter from the Co-Presidents

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Officers:

Dear Members,
January was an activity-packed month, and thanks to each of you who
participated, a very successful one for our League. We want to express our
particular appreciation to Kathy Larrabee for organizing the voter registrar
training, to Lois Coon for coordinating our legislative coffee, to Carol
Ann Hecht for putting together an excellent program on human
trafficking, and to Myrna Siegel for guiding us through a consensus on the
complex topic of money in politics.
Not one to rest on her laurels, Myrna is now preparing to lead us in a book
group-style discussion of voting rights on Tuesday, March 15, starting at
10:30 a.m. at Severna Park Library. She has developed a list of reading
material on both sides of the issue (see article on page 6), and we look
forward to a lively discussion of this urgent national concern.
Our Importance of Voting Committee, led by Yolande Dickerson, has
completed work on a 30-minute interactive PowerPoint program geared
toward students. Yolande has begun contacting county high schools to
schedule presentations, as well as offer voter registration. Please contact
her to volunteer your services as a presenter or registrar.
Making certain that eligible voters are registered is a core mission of the
League. You can help by asking your employer, health club, community
association, school or local business to host a voter registration drive. Our
League will provide Board of Elections materials and trained registrars,
who are eager to answer questions and welcome new voters. The
registration deadline for the 2016 Maryland primary is April 5. Let’s work
together to boost participation in this essential democratic process.
We hope you will heed the call to action on redistricting reform by
attending our program on Saturday, February 20, from 1:00-3:00 pm at St.
Margaret’s Church in Annapolis. Bring a friend!
Finally, we want to express our appreciation for your generous
contributions to our Education Fund last fall. Your support ensures that
our League will have the resources to provide valuable election year
services to voters. Thank you!
Niecy Chambers and Susan Elson

In Memoriam
We are saddened to report the passing of B.J. Boudreau on November
22, 2015. A BayWoods resident, B.J. joined our League last September
after attending the annual meeting at Sue Farmer’s invitation. She
participated in our fall meeting with Steve Schuh and enriched our
League with her intelligence, humor and grace. We will miss her.
lwvaacmd.org
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LOCAL LEAGUE HAPPENINGS
Meet LWVAAC Member….Shirley Hatch
Shirley Hatch, a native Annapolitan, learned of the League’s work
from a long-time League member and close friend and joined
LWVAAC in 2012. Soon she volunteered to head the League’s
annual fundraising drive, while also attending most League
programs and events. A year later, she accepted a board position,
and there she continued to help wherever there was a manpower
gap, including a temporary stint as co-editor of the League’s
newsletter.
Shirley has lived most of her life in Annapolis, but during her
elementary school years she lived in Cartagena, Columbia, where
her father was assigned after being called into service by the U.S.
Navy during WWII. By 1951, her family was back in Annapolis
where Shirley graduated high school. She attended Bucknell
University.
After graduating from Bucknell University in Pennsylvania, she
went to San Diego, California, where she met her future husband,
(Photo by Kathy Larrabee)
Bill Hatch, a Lieutenant in the Marine Corps. They married in
Annapolis in 1959, followed by a 2-year stint in the Philippines, Camp Pendleton in California, and Camp
Lejeune in North Carolina. They returned to Annapolis where they raised three daughters. They have seven
grandchildren.
Over the years, Shirley worked briefly as a kindergarten teacher, then as an administrator at U.S. Navy’s
David Taylor Research Center and finally as the Telecommunications Manager at the U.S. Naval Academy.
She retired in 1999, but continues to volunteer at Historic London Town and Gardens, St. Anne’s Church,
and Women’s Auxiliary of the Chase-Lloyd House. She enjoys fixing and refinishing furniture, playing golf,
bridge, and travelling, but her passion is gardening. The League has benefited from Shirley’s knowledge of
flowers and plants and her ability to make creative arrangements. She made all the table centerpieces for the
LWVMD’s 2015 annual convention hosted by our League in Annapolis. Who needs a florist when you have
Shirley on your side?
Submitted by Kathy Larrabee, Membership Chair

League members attend voter registrar training on January 7 at the Annapolis Regional Library. Thank you to
the Board of Elections trainers who helped get everyone certified or recertified.
(Photo by Kathy Larrabee)
lwvaacmd.org
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Local League Happenings (con’t)
Report on Legislative Coffee
On January 14, some 25 League members and guests
met with 11 of the 20 legislators of the Anne Arundel
County delegation to discuss the League’s and the
lawmakers’ priorities for the 2016 session.
LWVAAC board member Lois Coon organized and
moderated the early morning Conversation and
Coffee event, which was held in the Lowe House
Office Building. Siena Scott, administrative aide for
the Anne Arundel delegation, was the liaison with the
League for this event.

procedures and politics that shape legislation,
including redistricting, committee membership, and
legislative-executive relations.
Topics included veto overrides and redistricting;
transportation within the county as well as to and
from the county; support for the disability
community; changes to taxation and finance
administration; status of environmental projects and
protections; support for the arts; developing public
safety-community relations; health insurance
coverage, health service, and sick leave.

The 1-1/2 hour period between 8:30 am, when
legislators arrived in their offices, and 10:00 am,
when they had to be in their seats in the House and
Senate chambers, was abundantly filled with
information, perspectives, and personalities.
Individual legislators shared their personal and
professional backgrounds, political experience, and
roles. They characterized their constituencies and
described bills on which they were working. They
discussed views on a variety of issues. Several
legislators provided insights and opinions on the

Senators participating were John Astle and Ed Riley.
Delegates participating were Pam Beidle, Ned Carey,
Mark Chang, Barbara Frush, Seth Howard, Herb
McMillan, Joseline Peña-Melnyk, Sid Saab, and Ted
Sophocleus.
The League thanks Delegate Beidle for sponsoring
our use of the House Office Building meeting room.
By Lois Coon, Susan Knisely, Gail Viamonte

(l-r) Delegate Barbara Frush (D-21) and Senator John Astle (D-30) address LWVAAC members.

(Photos by Kathy Larrabee)
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Local League Happenings (con’t)
Conversation & Coffee with Legislators (con’t)

(left) Delegate Sid Saab (R-33) and Seth Howard (R-30B) discuss their legislative priorities; (right) Delegate
Joseline Peña-Melnyk (D-21) talks with LWVAAC board member Lois Coon.

(Photos by Kathy Larrabee)

Bulletin Board

OBSERVE YOUR STATE

VOTERS’ GUIDE

REPRESENTATIVES IN ACTION

Local League volunteers are

The Anne Arundel County delegation meets

aspects of 2016 Voters’

in public session at 8:30 am every Friday in
HOB Room 142. To request the meeting

needed to assist in all
Guide production and
distribution, including the
VOTE411 online service.

agenda in advance, contact the delegation

Contact Niecy

office at (410) 841-3402.

(bayroot5@comcast.net) to

lwvaacmd.org

volunteer or learn more.

5

editor@lwvaacmd.org

The Voter

League of Women Voters of Anne Arundel County

Issue 91

Local League Happenings (con’t)
Money in Politics Consensus Meeting
regulation, with members failing to agree on a
practical method for providing, distributing and
governing such funding.

Ten LWVAAC members met on Wednesday, January
27 to discuss the material and consensus questions
provided by the national League’s Money in Politics
Committee. Discussion leader Myrna Siegel asked
those present to give their initial reactions. The
prevailing sentiment was a concern over citizens’
sense of disenfranchisement and cynicism, and the
need to restore faith in government.

The consensus view accepted the right of most
organizations, and the press, to freedom of speech
through unlimited election spending, but called for
transparency and timely (pre-election) disclosure of
the funding source. No consensus was reached on
election spending by nonpartisan organizations like
With regard to spending in elections, our overriding
consensus was that transparency and timely disclosure the LWV, which are restricted from supporting
candidates or parties.
are of paramount importance in providing voters the
information they require to make a decision.
Our group strongly favored structural and budget
changes to the FEC that would allow the agency to
The group identified the following as the goals and
function effectively and meet its legislative and
purposes of campaign finance regulation:
regulatory mandates.
1. Protect representative democracy from being
distorted by big spending in election campaigns;
2. Ensure the public’s right to know who is using
In our comments, we suggested that limiting the
duration of official campaigns be considered as a
money to influence elections;
3. Combat corruption and undue influence in
possible goal and purpose of campaign finance
government.
regulation, and we called on the League to seek
additional disclosure of election spending and
effective enforcement of regulations.
While the group supported the concept of public
funding for candidates, we did not reach consensus on
By Niecy Chambers
it as a goal and purpose of campaign finance

March Voting Rights Discussion
The capstone of the civil rights movement was the
passing of the Voting Rights Act (VRA) of 1965.
However, in 2013, the Supreme Court declared a key
part of the VRA unconstitutional. Are questions about
race, representation and access to the ballot a thing of
the past?

Times article by Jim Rutenberg entitled “A Dream
Undone” provides an excellent overview, and may be
read in lieu of the book.

A second article by Jim Rutenberg titled “Block the
Vote,” appeared in the December 20, 2015 New York
Times. It discusses new tactics for suppressing Latino
On Tuesday, March 15, 2016, from 10:30 am to 12:30 voting in states where this group is reshaping the
pm at the Severna Park Library, LWVAAC members electorate.
will discuss the issue of voting rights. To prepare for
this discussion, we encourage those who attend to do A complete list of recommended reading, on both
some prior reading.
sides of the issue, may be found in the January 2016
issue of The Voter. Contact Myrna with questions or
The basis for our discussion will be Give Us the
if you have difficulty accessing the material.
Ballot: The Modern Struggle for Voting Rights in
By Myrna Siegel and Lois Coon
America by Ari Berman. An August 2, 2015 New York
lwvaacmd.org
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Local League Happenings (con’t)
LWVAAC Board Meeting Highlights
Board Meeting, Saturday, January 30, 2016











Board Meeting was postponed on January 26, 2016, due to inclement weather.
Treasurer: The fall 2015 annual fund drive was successful, and there are adequate funds in the Education
Fund to print the Primary Election Voters’ Guides.
Membership: LWVAAC has 57 members. To date in 2015-16, approximately half of the members have
participated in two or more League activities.
Annual Meeting: Meeting and brunch will be at BayWoods on Saturday, April 30. Workbook must be
distributed to members by April 1. Preferred topic for the keynote speaker is voting rights or other election
issues.
Voter Service: The “Why Vote?” Power Point is ready, Dickerson is contacting schools to present it. She
is also setting up registration drives.
Voter Guides and Election: There are no county elections for the primary. LWVAAC plans to host at
least one Congressional Candidate Forum, likely in October. The board discussed cooperating with
neighboring Leagues for overlapping districts.
Open Delegation Meetings: The Anne Arundel County delegation meets in public session every Friday at
8:30 am in HOD Room 142. Contact the delegation office in advance to find out the agenda.
Program Planning: The board will not propose any new studies for 2016-17, but fact-finding will
continue on Community Relations areas of Housing and Public Safety.
Carol Sures, Secretary

League members enjoy a
social moment at the
presentation on human
trafficking at Congregation
Kneseth Israel on
Wednesday, January 13.
(l-r) Sarah Thwaites (seated
rear), Arlene Gavin, Myrna
Siegel, Sue Farmer, Linda
Teare, Carolyn Ciepiela,
and Natalie Lobe.

(Photo by Kathy Larrabee)
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COMMUNITY OUTREACH AND ACTION
Recap of Human Trafficking Meeting
On Wednesday, January 13, LWVAAC members
joined more than 90 other concerned citizens in effort
to learn about the dark subject of human trafficking.
Coordinated by the National Council for Jewish
Women Annapolis Section, hosted by the
Congregation Kneseth Israel Sisterhood, and cosponsored by our League and three other
organizations, this public forum brought together not
just a varied audience but also an expert panel who
addressed the problem from a local, state and national
perspective.

programs. Anne Arundel County is only one of five
Maryland counties with a dedicated human trafficking
unit. State initiatives include targeting trafficking hot
spots and paying more attention to runaways, who
have a higher likelihood of becoming trafficking
victims. As part of the Governor’s Safe Harbor Task
Force in 2015, Mr. Stack helped develop ten policy
recommendations, including immunity for youth
charged with prostitution, mandated training for law
enforcement, and increasing the fine for solicitation.
The full report made be read online at
goccp.maryland.gov.

County Executive Schuh opened the meeting by
highlighting local initiatives to combat human
trafficking. He cautioned that government alone can’t
solve the problem, and emphasized the need for
programs like this to make residents aware and alert.

Jody Rabhan, NCJW Deputy Director of Washington
Operations, discussed national legislation on human
trafficking, beginning in 2000 and culminating with
seven measures signed into law by President Obama
in 2015. Funding for current programs runs out in
2017. NCJW is advocating for the following goals:
(1) establishment of a national human trafficking crisis
hotline; (2) vacating trafficking conviction laws to
expunge criminal records, and (3) nationwide adoption
of safe harbor laws.

Two county vice squad officers then described their
interactions with individuals they suspect are victims
of human trafficking. They explained that human
trafficking by definition entails sexual exploitation
and differs from human smuggling. Anne Arundel
County is known among pimps as a place where a lot
of money can be made. Victims are often from other We thank Carol Ann Hecht for inviting the League to
states, and sometimes don’t know where they are.
participate in this informative program.
County police use sting operations to make arrests, but
they are also proactive in offering information and
By Niecy Chambers
services to help victims break away. Several nonprofit
organizations in the county support victims by
providing money, comfort, housing and in some cases
training.
State Delegate Susan McComas (R-34B), current
president of the Women Legislators of Maryland,
spoke of that caucus’ support for legislation on all
forms of human trafficking. She reiterated the
importance of public awareness and community watch
programs.
Tom Stack, Governor Hogan’s Human Trafficking
Policy Analyst and a former vice squad detective,
addressed statewide law enforcement training
lwvaacmd.org
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Community Outreach and Action (con’t)
Did You Know? Maryland Oyster Re-population
The Maryland Oyster Restoration Center, established
in 2002, houses several large tanks producing spat
(baby oysters) which are fed algae until they are ready
to do what oysters do naturally: attach to shells. A
boat then carries them to Harris Creek on the Eastern
Shore and tosses them onto man-made sanctuary reefs
throughout Maryland waters. They are the world’s
largest man-made reefs. These reefs are partially made
of shells donated by restaurants on the east coast. One
million oysters are now growing on these reefs where
fishing is not allowed.

making restoration critical to help improve the Bay’s
water quality and increase its economic viability.
Oysters are more than a food. They are cleaning
machines that filter dirty water in the Chesapeake Bay.
They filter algae, sediment and other pollutants;
provide habitat for fish, crabs, and other Bay
organisms.
This project to repopulate the Bay with oysters is a
collaborative effort on the part of the state and the
Nature Conservancy.

Historically, Chesapeake oysters were the Bay’s most
By Anne Schifferle, Environment Chair
valuable fishery, but overfishing has dropped the
number of oysters caught in the Bay from an estimated
15 million in the 1800s to about 900,000 in recent
*Sources: The Washington Post, 9-27-15; Chesapeake
years. The Bay's native oyster population has been
Bay Foundation, 2015.
estimated as low as one percent of historic levels,

League members at the legislative coffee on January 14.
lwvaacmd.org
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