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League of Women Voters
of Anne Arundel County
invites you

Tea, Nog & Wassail
Holiday Open House

Calendar:
LWVAAC Board
Meeting
Tues., Nov. 19
12:00 pm - 2:00 pm
St. Philip’s Episcopal
Church, 730 Bestgate Rd.,
Annapolis
LWVAAC Holiday Open
House
Sat., Dec. 7
2:00 pm - 4:00 pm
317 Eatons Landing
Annapolis (home of
Niecy and Jim Chambers)
LWVAAC Program
Planning in January
Date & Venue TBA

Saturday, December 7, 2019
2:00 p.m. to 4 p.m.
317 Eatons Landing, Annapolis 21401

Please plan to join us
as we celebrate the year,
share some cheer,
and get into gear.
...election season is near!
Evite to follow.
Questions?
lwvaacmd@gmail.com or (443) 672-8270

LWVMD Winter
Workshop
Sat, Jan 25
10:00 am - 2:00 pm
Wilde Lake Interfaith
Center, Columbia 21044
LWVAAC Board
Meeting
Tues, Jan 28
12:00 pm - 2:00 pm
St. Philip’s Episcopal
Church, 730 Bestgate Rd.,
Annapolis
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President’s Letter

Greetings and Welcome to Our New Members!
Have you noticed? LWVAAC recently published the first issue of our new “quick
read” Bulletin with time-sensitive information and reminders. Bulletins will be
published in the alternate months of our newsletter, The Voter. The Voter now
will be published quarterly instead of bi-monthly but will continue to feature
longer articles much the same as before. If you have an idea for a submission to
The Voter, please email it to me at lwvaacmd@gmail.com.
The coming year will be a busy time for us with the fast-approaching 2020
election cycle and helping to promote participation in the 2020 Census. Recently,
23 members took the voter registrar training, but we certainly welcome more. If
you’re interested in being trained as a Voter Registration Volunteer (VRV), please
contact votersvc@lwvaacmd.org.
League member Niecy Chambers is heading up our 2020 Census Committee, partnering with Anne Arundel
County Community Engagement and Constituency Services to help inform the public about the importance of
participating in the 2020 Census. Together, in Spring 2020, a far-reaching education and information
campaign will be launched to ensure that everyone in every household is counted.
In support of the County Public Library Foundation fundraiser for the new West Street library building in
Annapolis, the LWVAAC Board voted to purchase a brick, engraved with our League’s name. This brick will
placed in the walkway of the new library on opening day in early 2020.
In collaboration with What’s Up? Media and its year-long celebration of the “Year of the Woman” campaign
to celebrate the 100th anniversary of the ratification of the vote for women, LWVAAC will sponsor one of 55
banners that will fly throughout downtown Annapolis during the month of January. League member Ashley
Oleson was selected to be a free-lance contributor to the What’s Up? Media “Year of the Woman”
magazine. Also, kudos to League member Marg Duffy and her committee. They are also hard at work
planning what promises to be an exciting commemoration of the League’s 100th birthday as well as the 100th
anniversary of the ratification of the 19th amendment. Stay tuned!
As you can see, League opportunities to advocate, educate, and partner abound. As you read this issue to learn
about all that is going on, I hope you will consider being involved, if you’re not already. If you see or hear of
something you particularly want to be involved in, please let me know. Getting involved could mean writing a
letter to a newspaper editor using a League position to make a point, participating in a rally, giving testimony
(oral or written), representing the League on a government Board or Commission, participating in consensus
studies, observing government at work (by joining the LWVAAC Observer Corps), or being a voter
registration volunteer, just to name a few.
In this season of thanks and giving, thank you for your continued membership, support, and participation.
Further, I would like to give a special thanks to those who help me, in my first year as your President, to stay
on track with many tasks, some visible and some not-so-visible, that facilitate the work of the League.
Happy Thanksgiving!
~alfa
pres@lwvaacmd.org

lwvaacmd.org
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LOCAL LEAGUE HAPPENINGS
LWVAAC Member Spotlight: Mary Wells Vickery

Mary Wells Vickery and her husband, Howard, a practicing attorney in

Washington, DC, are relatively new to Annapolis and as LWV members.
Eager to learn more about the League, Mary recently accepted a newmember position on the LWVAAC Board, and already she is helping to
plan several LWVAAC events to recognize the suffrage movement and
the 100th Anniversary of the ratification of the 19th Amendment, granting
women the right to vote.
Mary and Howard migrated to Annapolis several years ago from
Westport, Connecticut, where they raised their three children in a historic,
Victorian-style home, built in 1840. During more than 25 years in
Westport, Mary was actively involved in the community, both
professionally and as a volunteer. She taught children in grades five thru
eight at Westport’s Bedford Middle School, contributed as a CCD
(catechism) teacher at St. Luke’s Catholic Church, served as PTA
President at a local elementary school, and chaired a subcommittee of the
Westport Public Schools Building Committee. Additionally, Mary was
President of the Westport Woman’s Club and the Educational Coach for
Project Return, a residential facility for abused and neglected teen girls.
True to Mary’s nature, upon relocating to Maryland, she assessed the best avenues for becoming acquainted
with the organization and operation of the General Assembly and state and local government departments.
Specifically, she is eager to learn how best to influence public policy, especially in the areas of climate change,
education, transportation, and healthcare. Mary has been a regular at LWV Legislative Day, Constitution Day,
and Capitol Hill Lobby Day—member-only annual League programs. In addition to the League, Mary also is a
member of Anne Arundel County Women Giving Together, St. John’s College Caritas Society, and New
Annapolitans. With a background in education and services that benefit women, children and families, Mary
hopes volunteerism will help her to become fully immersed in Annapolis and Anne Arundel County life and to
find meaningful ways to contribute to her new community.
Submitted by: Kathy Larrabee

Welcome, New Members!
Annapolis

Alice Conover
Seth Dabney
Patricia Mitchell
Judith Oberholtzer
Howard Vickery

Crofton

Neil Winner
lwvaacmd.org

Davidsonville

Student Members

Steuart Pittman

Bennett Wasch, Annapolis
(Franklin & Marshall College)

Edgewater

Charles Gross

Samantha Duckworth,
Newtown, PA (St. John’s College)

Pasadena

Lisa Shore and Tim Swann
Jean and Mike Christianson
3

editor@lwvaacmd.org

THE VOTER Issue 114
___________________________________________________________________________

LWVAAC Board Meeting Highlights
October 22, 2019

Marg Duffy gave an update on potential plans for LWVAAC's celebration of the 19th Amendment.

Plans
include sponsoring a film featuring the suffrage movement with an introduction to the period by a speaker or
panel; close collaboration with "What's Up?" Media, their "Year of the Woman" campaign and other
organizations; an event with a prominent female speaker; and production of a special bookmark featuring
points about the suffrage movement and information about the League to be distributed by the libraries.
Twenty people participated in voter registrar training. VOTE411 cards with the new logo will be available
soon.
The Observer Corps (OC) has been busy, attending the Planning Advisory Board meeting where "Move
Anne Arundel!", the Transportation Master Plan, was discussed and where recommendations were drafted for
presentation to the County Executive. OC representatives have attended Citizen Advisory Committee
meetings, one including presentations by representatives of the nine Small Area Planning Boards. Common
themes included high traffic, deforestation, development and safety.
The new LWVAAC Planner created by Niecy Chambers using Google Drive, is being tested. The Planner
will feature a master schedule of upcoming League and community events to include timely updates and
changes. Chambers will manage the Planner and send out the link.
NEXT BOARD MEETING: Tuesday, November 19, NOON, St. Philip’s Episcopal Church, Annapolis.
Carol Sures, Secretary

Voter Registration Event, “Day of the Dead”

Left: New LWVAAC member Pat
Mitchell prepares to register voters
at the Day of the Dead Block Party
held in Annapolis on November 2,
2019.

Photo by Kathy Larrabee

Right: Celebrants at the Day of the
Dead Block Party, a Day of Fun and
Latin Culture, sponsored by the City
of Annapolis, the Center of Help and
the Annapolis Design District.
Photo by Kathy Larrabee

Photo by Pat Mitchell

lwvaacmd.org
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COMMUNITY OUTREACH
Inaugural D2 Talks Event Encourages Civic Engagement

Author and presidential speechwriter James C. Humes is credited

with saying, “The art of communication is the language of
leadership.” District 2 Councilwoman Allison Pickard’s fluency was
evident at D2 Talks: Revitalization for Glen Burnie, held October 23,
2019 at Oakwood Elementary School in Glen Burnie. Organized
and hosted by Councilwoman Pickard, this inaugural event brought
together nearly equal numbers of constituents and county
government representatives for an exchange of information and
ideas.
LWVAAC co-sponsored D2 Talks, along with the Anne Arundel
Photo by Kathy Larrabee
County Economic Development Corporation (AAEDC).
The
concept grew out of our Meet & Greet with County Council in
February 2019. Councilwoman Pickard was dismayed to learn at that
event that no LWVAAC members resided in her district and was
eager to increase civic engagement among her constituents. Over the
summer, Alexis Dorsey and members of the Observer Corps met
several times with Councilwoman Pickard and her staff, offering
Photo by Kathy Larrabee
suggestions and support. AAEDC provided assistance with publicity
and outreach, and government agencies responded enthusiastically to District 2 Councilwoman Pickard talks with
constituents at D2 Talks.
the invitation to participate.
The evening event was comprised of three sections. Participants first had the opportunity to visit a variety of
government and nonprofit service providers with staffed information tables. LWVAAC offered voter
registration and census information, alongside
AAEDC, Glen Burnie High School, Anne
Arundel Community College, AA County
Photo by Kathy LarraPublic Libraries, AA County Association
of
Photo by Kathy
Realtors,
AA
County
Fire
and
Police
Photo by Kathy Larrabee
Departments and several others. LWVAAC
Observer Corps members Alexis Dorsey and
Debby Chessin offered childcare throughout the
evening.

Photo by Kathy Larrabee

League member shares VOTE411.org information and other
election resources with D2 Talks participant.

lwvaacmd.org
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Next, an audience of 70 or more gathered in the
cafeteria for a panel presentation, moderated by
William Shorter. Speakers included AAEDC
Executive Director Jerry Walker, AA County
Planning and Zoning Director Steven KaiiZiegler and AACC Vice President Felicia
Patterson, followed by Councilwoman
Pickard. Mr. Walker explained that the
AAEDC acts as a liaison between government
and the business community, and discussed
AAEDC’s loan program.
(continued next page)
editor@lwvaacmd.org
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COMMUNITY OUTREACH
D2 Talks: (continued)
Mr. Kaii-Ziegler walked the audience
through the planning and zoning
process, which he described as a
repeating 8-year work program. The
next region plan for the Glen Burnie
area will start after the county GDP is
adopted in late 2020 or early 2021. A
Glen Burnie task force representing
government, business and residents will
serve as a pilot implementation advisory
group. Dr. Patterson reviewed existing
programs AACC offers to support the
Glen Burnie community, including a
downtown beautification project, ESL
courses, employment services and a
food pantry, as well as a strong
partnership with Glen Burnie High
School in which 150 students take
classes and earn dual credits.

Photo by Kathy Larrabee

Photo by Kristen Etzel

LWVAAC’s volunteer team at the successful D2 Talks: Revitalization of

Councilwoman Pickard noted the
Glen Burnie. (l-r) Niecy Chambers, Gail Viamonte, Kathy Larrabee, Alfa
historic significance of Glen Burnie
Stevens, Susan Cochran, Alexis Dorsey and Debby Chessin.
as a 19 century transit-oriented
development, connecting Baltimore and Annapolis. She highlighted issues facing the downtown, including
closing grocery stores, vacant buildings and the county government as a major, non-tax-paying landowner and
tenant. She pointedly observed that opportunities for revitalization identified in the 2004 Small Area Plan are
still valid. As a County Council member, she intends to seek community buy-in, make calculated asks and
by Kathy
introduce legislation to make positive Photo
change
in theLarraGlen Burnie area.
Photo by Kathy
th

Photo by Kathy Larrabee

During the final Q&A section, residents cited the need for swimmable waterways, a public restroom on the
B&A trail, a local farmers market, training for developers on revitalization initiatives, land use enforcement
related to abandoned sites and Marley Station Mall, and safe connections to the B&A trail. Constituents were
encouraged to use the See-Click-Fix 311 service to report problems and be directed to the correct county
agency. Following the meeting, representatives of different county services followed up with the constituents
who voiced specific concerns or needs.
Councilwoman Pickard thanked LWVAAC for helping with this successful event. We look forward to
collaborating on a second D2 Talks on stormwater issues in the spring.
Submitted by: Niecy Chambers

lwvaacmd.org
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Forest Conservation Bill 68-19 Action Summary
Anne Arundel County Forest Conservation Bill 68-19, still being considered by the County Council, presents
a great opportunity for significantly increased conservation of Anne Arundel County forested land and
greater protection to areas designated as priority forests.

Our League has been hard at work advocating for passage of Bill 68-19, without the weakening amendments.
We have written a letter to the editor of the Capital Gazette and provided testimony at two public hearings
before the Council. Many members have contacted their County Council representatives to ask that they
support passage of the bill.
Bill 68-19, introduced by the Administration on September 3, had its first public hearing on October 7, a
hearing that lasted until almost midnight. The League testified in favor of passage of the bill, with no
weakening amendments. On October 21, in another public hearing 25 amendments were presented and
considered. Of the 25 amendments, the 14 that passed weakened the bill. On November 4, another public
hearing was held at which the League testified in favor of revising amendments that would strengthen the
bill. Several amendments were adopted that modified the bill to make it consistent with the stronger state
law, as it had to be, and raised the amount of replanting and new planting by developers, closer to the
originally proposed bill. The fee-in-lieu, a fee paid for planting trees if the developer cannot plant, was
raised, also making it closer to what the original bill proposed. This strengthening was due in large part to the
public’s testimony on the bill.
There will be at least one more hearing, November 18, on the amendments passed at the last County Council
meeting. The amendments adopted on November 4 have strengthened the bill as much as we can expect and
maybe even a little bit more because of the penalty added for ignoring the law and cutting down trees
anyway.

Thanks to all who came out to the County Council meetings in support or called or emailed their County
Council member. I will continue to follow the progress of this bill and report back.
Submitted by: Susan Cochran, Action Chair

LWVAAC Hosts Anne Arundel County Legislative Delegation Reception
Recently, the LWVAAC hosted a reception for the Anne Arundel County Legislative Delegation, attended by

a majority of the Delegation and more than 25 League members. The reception unfolded in two parts. It began
with refreshments and time for League members and representatives to become acquainted, followed by briefs
from Delegation members about their priorities for the 2020 General Assembly Session.
LWVAAC President Alfa Stevens welcomed the legislators and explained the League's organization and
mission. LWVMD State Director Ashley Oleson advocated action on a prime League priority--a fair process
for drawing congressional districts. She thanked Del. Michael Malone, District 33, for introducing a bill last
year for a constitutional amendment for standards to make districts more fair. The reception was well-received
and enjoyed by all.
Submitted by: Susan Cochran, Action Chair
lwvaacmd.org
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LWVAAC Hosts Anne Arundel County Legislative Delegation Reception (continued)

Left: League President
Stevens welcomes Anne
Arundel Legislative
Delegation and LWVAAC
members.

Above: Senator Pam Beidle (D32) listens to new
League member Lisa Shore.

(l-r) Delegate Heather Bagnall (D33), Delegate
Ned Carey (D31A) and his Chief of Staff Patrice
Drago, League members Marguerite Duffy and
Alfa Stevens, Delegate Sandy Bartlett (D32) and
Delegate Mark Chang (D32).

(l-r) League member Abby Root,
Delegate Heather Bagnall (D33), LWVMD
Intern Julia Barrow, League members
Gail Viamonte and Dona Sauerburger.

Photos by Kathy Larrabee
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Officers

Alfa Stevens (President)
stl_magnolia@hotmail.com
410-551-2713

Carol Sures (Secretary)
cgsures@comcast.net
410-757-9071

Gail Viamonte (Vice President)
gev24@earthlink.net
410-451-8434
410-279-3879

Niecy Chambers (Treasurer)
bayroot5@comcast.net
973-975-6041

Directors
Debby Chessin
dachessin@gmail.com
662-801-0880

Jeanne Jehl
jehljeanne@gmail.com
410-279-3211

Carolyn Ciepiela
ciepiela@comcast.net
410-268-5152

Kathy Larrabee (Membership)
kklarrabee@verizon.net
410-353-3432

Susan Cochran (Action)
suzanwc@verizon.net
410-703-9957

Joyce Martin (Newsletter)
joyce1167@gmail.com
806-543-0253

Alexis Dorsey (Observer Corps)
hdorsey26@verizon.net
410-266-3952
443-223-1848

Myrna Siegel
thesiegels915@comcast.net
410-849-8832
410-353-2526

Arlene Gavin (Emeritus)
arlenegavin22@gmail.com
410-849-2198

Sarah Thwaites (Emeritus)
sarahthwaites483@verizon.net
410-987-0953

Marg Duffy (Program)
msmaduffy@aol.com
410-849-5915
410-370-7357

Mary Vickery
mwellsvick@aol.com
410-757-5071
203-952-6279

Nominating Committee

Bylaws Committee

Program Committee

Lois Coon (Chair)
loisellencoon@gmail.com
410-849-5429

Carol Sures

Marg Duffy

Kathy Larrabee
Anne Schifferle
anneschifferle@yahoo.com
410-672-6099

lwvaacmd.org

Kathleen Lottenbach
klottenbach@yahoo.com
443-775-5590

Dona Sauerburger
dona@sauerburger.org
301-233-3968
Myrna Siegel

Niecy Chambers

Gail Viamonte
Mary Vickery
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PLEASE JOIN US!
Our Mission:
Empowering Voters. Defending Democracy.
All persons 16 years of age or older are invited
to become a full voting member of our League
as well as the League of Women Voters of Maryland
and the League of Women Voters of the United States.
Annual membership dues:
$65 for an individual
$95 for a household (two people at the same address)
Membership is FREE for students aged 16-30
(currently enrolled in an accredited institution)
To join or renew your membership online
click individual or household
or
Complete and mail this form along with your check.
Students, click here.

The League of Women Voters of Anne Arundel County, a nonpartisan, nonprofit political organization,
encourages informed and active participation in government, works to increase understanding of major
public policy issues, and seeks to influence public policy though education and advocacy.

lwvaacmd.org
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