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President’s Letter 

Hello! 
 

As we continue to weather this pandemic storm, I certainly hope you’re 

doing well. By now, I hope that you have received the LWVAAC annual 
meeting workbook and have enjoyed reading it.  Most importantly, 
please return your ballot. Your vote is important; it is needed for 
LWVAAC to continue activities into 2020-2021. Voting will close on 
May 31. If you have any questions, please contact Carol Sures, 
secretary@lwvaacmd.org.  
 
As the state of our world evolves from close-knit gatherings to socially 
distant ones, this “new normal” challenges us to find creative ways to 
engage.  
 
On April 28, LWVAAC held its first virtual Board meeting. And it was a 
success!  

 
The program committee, chaired by Marg Duffy, invites you to participate in our first virtual book 
club discussion on Wednesday, June 10, at 2 p.m. I hope you will be able to join in what 
promises to be a lively and stimulating discussion about the book FEARLESS: How a poor 
Virginia seamstress took on Jim Crow, beat the poll tax and changed her city forever.  See page 5 
for details on how you can participate.  
 
I’m sure it was far from an easy decision for both the LWVMD State Council and LWVUS 2020 
Convention planners, but in the interest of protecting the health and safety of everyone, they have 
made the decision to host the June meetings as virtual events as well. 
 
This year’s Maryland primary election will be conducted by mail with limited options to vote in 
person on primary election day, Tuesday, June 2.  Mail-in ballots must be postmarked or hand-
delivered to a secure drop box by 8 p.m. on June 2.  Please don’t forget to seal and sign your 
ballot. Detailed information on how to vote along with the Voters’ Guide is on the LWVAAC 
website.  
 
Finally, please don’t forget our annual Education Fund fundraiser in commemoration of 2020, the 
Year of the Woman. I hope we can count on your support of this fundraising campaign. Many 
thanks to Niecy Chambers for the design, printing and mailing! 
 
Thank you for your steadfast commitment and your unfailing support!  
 
Wishing you good health and good spirits! Stay safe! 
 
~alfa 
 
Alfa Stevens 
pres@lwvaacmd.org  
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Member Spotlight:  Myrna Siegel 

Myrna Siegel is a life-long contributor to the Greatest Good--as a wife 

and mother, elementary school teacher, ethics lawyer and adjunct 
professor, and ultimately 30 years as a dedicated community 
volunteer. In the LWVAAC, which Myrna joined in 2003, she is known 
for her quiet but decisive manner of leadership. She has served as 
treasurer, co-president, president, membership chair, and information 
program chair. She planned numerous member and public events, 
including: How laws are made with citizen participation, voting in the 
digital age, Anne Arundel County public transportation challenges, 
climate change, and more.  

Myrna also led annual LWVAAC program planning for many years, 
facilitating a member-only meeting to review current League policy 
positions and to open the door to new study ideas. To encourage 
member’s interest in engaging with one another outside of formal 
programs, Myrna initiated several discussion groups to explore topical 
issues and books selected for learning more about historic and current 
U.S. political events. As Myrna wraps up nearly 18 years of 
outstanding commitment to the LWVAAC, the Board looks forward to 
her emeritus status and respected counsel.  

Myrna was born and brought up in the Bronx, New York.  She graduated City College of New York with a 
B.S. degree in education and taught 3rd grade in New York City until moving to Maryland in 1959. Myrna 
and her husband, Bob, moved to Maryland when he joined the U.S. Army, as a dentist, and was assigned 
to Ft. Meade. Myrna soon taught 3

rd
 and 4

th
 grades at nearby Laurel Elementary School. Upon expecting a 

baby, Myrna left teaching to become a mother and business manager of Bob’s dental office in Beltsville. 
When their son began middle school, Myrna began law school, earning a J.D. degree from Catholic 
University's Columbus School of Law in 1977. “I was looking for something more substantial to do and 
found the law to be an attractive option,” Myrna says.    

As a new lawyer, Myrna began a second career as Ethics Counsel with the U.S. Securities and Exchange 
Commission (SEC). She investigated allegations of staff misconduct, opined on questions of ethics and 
professional responsibility, drafting ethic regulations, and providing ethics training. Simultaneously, she was 
an adjunct professor at the Georgetown University Law Center and taught Professional Responsibility in 
Corporate and Securities Practice. She also served on the Maryland State Bar Ethics Committee for many 
years. 

Following federal service with the SEC, Myrna turned community volunteer. Aside from her service to the 
LWV, she once was Vice-Chair and then Chair of the Board of Directors of the Anne Arundel County 
Department of Social Services; Legislative Chair of the Maryland Association of Social Service Boards; 
Member and subsequently Chair of the Anne Arundel County Ethics Commission. As Chair of the Anne 
Arundel County Women's Health Network, Myrna helped to produce a directory that served women's 
needs. She also spoke publicly on behalf of the House of Ruth Domestic Violence Center and served as a 
volunteer escort at Planned Parenthood.  

You might think Myrna to be all work and no play. But, as excellent time managers, she and Bob made time 
for leisure too. Up until 3 years ago, when they moved to the Annapolis Towne Centre, Myrna and Bob lived 
waterfront in the Epping Forest neighborhood in Annapolis. They enjoyed boating – first sailing and then on 
a powerboat (trawler). They navigated the Erie Canal and also traveled the intercoastal waterway to Florida 
and back. When not volunteering or on the water, Myrna made cloth art dolls and then stone sculpture for a 
number of years. 

Kathy Larrabee, Membership 
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Board Meeting Highlights—April 28, 2020 

The Board selected "Fearless" by Charlene Butts Ligon for a ZOOM book discussion for members 

scheduled for June 10 (see p. 5). 
 

The first of a series of bookmarks honoring notable suffragists will soon be printed.  The initial 
bookmark will feature Carrie Chapman Catt, founder of the League of Women Voters.  Later, 
Augusta Chissell and Madeleine Ellicott will be featured. 
 

The LWVAAC Voters' Guide is now available through Vote411.org and on our website. The Board 
discussed numerous options for publicizing the Guide including through the Board of Elections, 
AAUW and the AA County Public Library system.   
 

Noted:  the Board meeting took place via ZOOM, a first for LWVAAC. 
 

                                          Carol Sures, Secretary 
* * * * * * * * * * * * 

 

A special thanks to Marg Duffy for being screenshot savvy and memorializing our first ever ZOOM 

LWVAAC board meeting during our “new normal” of COVID-19. 
 

Left to right:  Top row: Carolyn Ciepiela, Susan Cochran, 

Kathy Larrabee.  Center row: Alfa Stevens, Joyce Martin, 

Alexis Dorsey.  Bottom row: Gail Viamonte, Jeanne Jehl. 

Left to right:  Top row: Marg Duffy, Niecy Chambers, 

Abby Root.  Center row: Myrna Siegel, Mary Wells 

Vickery, Carolyn Ciepiela.  Bottom Row:  Susan Cochran, 

Kathy Larrabee, and Alfa Stevens 



 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Issue 116 

 

lwvaacmd.org 5                                    editor@lwvaacmd.org

Photo by Marg Duffy 

 Books for Learning 

While we are still sheltering in place as much as possible, the Program Committee invites you to 
participate by ZOOM in a book discussion on Wednesday, June 10, at 2:00 p.m.  The book, 
“FEARLESS:  How a poor Virginia seamstress took on Jim Crow, beat the poll tax and changed 
her city forever” by Charlene Butts Ligon.  Ligon tells the story of her mother, Evelyn T. Butts, a 
fearless and spirited community activist and voting rights champion.  It is a story of a fight for basic 
American rights from the perspective of one who has lived through the oppression and fought for 
change.  Evelyn T. Butts challenged Virginia’s poll tax.  The case made it to the U.S. Supreme 
Court and in March 1966, Justices voted 6-3 to end the poll tax… in all elections.  
  
Click here to indicate your interest in participating and you will receive information on how to 
connect to the meeting via Zoom. Please don’t hesitate to contact League member Gail Viamonte, 
vp@lwvaacmd.org, should you feel the least bit uneasy using the Zoom platform. Gail has 
graciously offered to do a one-on-one tutorial for anyone who desires assistance.   
 
We look forward to seeing you on ZOOM to discuss a stimulating book.   
 

Marg Duffy 

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL REMINDER 

 

 

 

LWVAAC operates on the fiscal year July 1 – June 30.  Membership renewal coincides with the 
start of each new fiscal year, July 1. To help you renew your League membership for FY 2020-
2021, we are pleased to offer you two payment options:   
 
1. ONLINE:  On the LWVAAC website--click the “join” button. There is a small processing fee to 

help pay for the service. 
 
2. PAPER/POSTAL:  Print the attached form on p. 11, check the renewal box, and follow the          

instructions at the bottom of the form.  
 
For questions about this payment process or on membership, please contact: Kathy Larrabee, 
LWVAAC Membership Chair, membership@lwvaacmd.org. 

 

https://zoom.us/j/95574930277?pwd=WU1PRC9DZDBCc2t2cXVXNmo1djlpUT09
https://www.lwvaacmd.org/
mailto:membership@lwvaacmd.org
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Committee to Review LWVAAC’s Position on Affordable Housing  
 

At the January 18 program planning meeting, LWVAAC Board members approved the formation 

of a committee to review the LWVAAC position on affordable housing.  
 
Since the League’s current position was adopted in 1992, the county’s population and property 
values have risen sharply and the population is aging. Renters are considered “overburdened” 
when they pay more than 30 percent of their gross income in rent, and 45 percent — nearly half—
of the county’s renters are overburdened, according to a 2018 study by the Community 
Foundation of Anne Arundel County. The County Executive and County Council are deeply 
involved in taking on the complex issue of expanding availability of affordable housing.  
 
Because of the coronavirus crisis, the committee on the Affordable Housing position will need to 
work remotely by reviewing documents, interviewing key informants, learning about promising 
practices in other communities and states, and monitoring legislative proposals as they are 
introduced and enacted. Once the committee develops a set of recommendations, League 
members will engage in a process to reach consensus on possible updates to the current 
position.  
 

Committee members currently include Jeanne Jehl, chair; Katherine Larrabee; Abby Root; Joyce 
Martin; and Mary Wells Vickery. Carol Sures will serve as mentor to the group. Additional 
members are needed; please contact Jeanne Jehl at (410) 279-3211 or afstudy@lwvaacmd.org  
if you are interested in serving.  

 

Roxann King, Arnold  and  Lynn & Glenn Mortoro, Annapolis 
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Leaguers in the Age of COVID-19 
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LWVMD Virtual Council 

Women Power the Vote is the theme for LWVMD’s first-ever Virtual Council on Saturday, June 6.  
LWVMD Council is an annual meeting at the statewide level that all League members are invited 
to attend.  This year’s three-hour Zoom event will include a brief business meeting, workshops on 
Getting Out the Vote from Home and Combating Online Election Disinformation, and a talk by 
former LWVUS president, Carolyn Jefferson-Jenkins, author of The Untold Story of Women of 
Color in the League of Women Voters.  Click here to learn more and register.  

 

Alfa Stevens, President       pres@lwvaacmd.org    

Joyce Martin, Editor         editor@lwvaacmd.org 

Board of Directors, lwvaacmd.org/board 

For membership information, click here.   
lwvaacmd.org     FB: @lwvaac 

JOIN 

THE  

LEAGUE! 

https://www.lwvmd.org/lwvmd_virtual_council
mailto:pres@lwvaacmd.org
mailto:editor@lwvaacmd.org
https://www.lwvaacmd.org/join2
https://www.lwvaacmd.org/
https://www.lwvaacmd.org/join2
https://www.lwvaacmd.org/join2
https://www.lwvaacmd.org/join2
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Available Now: Anne Arundel County Voters’ Guide  

LWVAAC’s Voters’ Guide for the 2020 Maryland Primary Election 
is now available on our website, lwvaacmd.org/vg.  This impartial 
resource allows voters to read verbatim candidate responses to 
public policy questions and provides links to each candidate’s 
campaign information. All candidates who appear on the 2020 
Maryland Republican and Democratic Primary Election ballots 
were invited to participate. 
 
The League has a limited number of print copies available for Anne 
Arundel County voters who cannot access the information online.  
Please submit the request, including the mailing address, to 
votersvc@lwvaacmd.org or 443-672-8270 and allow time for postal 
delivery.  The last day to vote in the Maryland Primary Election is 
June 2, 2020. 

 
Niecy Chambers    

 

 

2020 LWVUS Convention: Tradition in Transition 
 
The national convention of the League of Women Voters has evolved in many ways since our 

organization was founded in 1920.  Originally it was an annual meeting of delegates from state, 
but not local, Leagues. Now every local League is entitled to send at least one voting delegate to 
the biennial national convention.  The convention is held in different parts of the country in non-
presidential election years, but returns to Washington D.C. every four years. At the 2018 national 
convention, held in Chicago, a total of 762 Leagues, including Inter-Leagues Organizations. To 
protect members’ health and safety, LWVUS has decided to hold the 54

th
 National Convention as 

a virtual event for the first time, with sessions on June 25-27, 2020. 
 
There is no better introduction to the League of Women Voters, or demonstration of Roberts 
Rules, than national convention.  While the composition and frequency have changed over  
the years, the passionate engagement of participants has remained constant.  Members take 
seriously the task of agreeing on the League’s future course at a national level.   
 
Motions receive thoughtful consideration and sometimes heated debate.  Outside of the business 
sessions, delegates host caucuses (informational sessions) to persuade other Leagues to support 
their program proposal, nomination or bylaw amendment.  Engaging workshops, speakers and 
networking opportunities round out the exhilarating experience. 
 
LWVAAC is entitled to two voting delegates at national convention  Unfortunately, this year’s 
virtual setting will limit non-delegate participation; however, the entire proceedings will be 
recorded.  Please look for that information and our delegates’ report in the July 2020 Voter. 
 

Niecy Chambers 

https://www.lwvaacmd.org/vg
mailto:votersvc@lwvaacmd.org
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Photo by Kathy Larrabee 

Member Input Requested: 
Proposed Concurrence on Federal Land Transfer 
 

League program is an essential element of every national convention.  In position review, 
consensus, concurrence, resolution or, in some cases, direction to the Board.  To implement 
program by concurrence, convention delegates must agree to adopt the exact wording of an 
existing position that resulted from study and consensus at the state or local League level.   
 

At LWVAAC’s program planning meeting in January, we discussed a concurrence on voter 
representation and electoral systems that the LWVUS Board had recommended for adoption at 
the 2020 national convention.  More recently, the League of Women Voters of New Mexico 
(LWVNM) has asked Leagues to consider a position it adopted in 2019 regarding the transfer of 
federal public lands, which LWVNM will propose the national convention adopt by concurrence. 
 

Your Board requests your input on the proposed position (see below).  You can read more about 
LWV New Mexico’s study on our website, lwvaacmd.org/lwvref. Please email pres@lwvaacmd.org 
to share your thoughts and whether you support concurrence.  Your feedback will ensure the 
LWVAAC delegation represents our members and our community at the LWV national convention 
in June. 

 
Proposed LWVUS Position on Transfer of Federal Public Lands  
(by concurrence with LWVNM’s position as adopted in 2019) 
 
The League believes that federal public lands should benefit all Americans.  The lands should 
remain under the jurisdiction of the federal government and be managed according to the Multiple-
Use Sustained-Yield policy. We support improvements in management and regulation. 
 
Federal law allows for the sale or exchange of federal lands if it is in the public interest.  Prior to 
any transfer, a comprehensive assessment that covers the following issues should be performed: 
 
1. environmental analysis, including air and water quality, biodiversity, endangered and 

threatened species 
2. health impacts 

3. environmental justice 

4. suitability of proposed land use 

5. subsurface resources 

6. financial/economic impacts 

7. cultural resources 

8. public access 

9. management for fire and other natural disasters 

10. tribal consultation. 
 

The League is opposed to the sale of federal lands to private entities except for small tracts 
surrounded by nonfederal lands. 
 
The League is opposed to the transfer of subsurface rights to the state or other entities.  Any 
development of subsurface rights on federal land should benefit all Americans.  
 

Please contact me with questions about the concurrence process or national convention at 
treasurer@lwvaacmd.org. 

Niecy Chambers 

https://www.lwvaacmd.org/lwvref
mailto:pres@lwvaacmd.org
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