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President’s Letter 

Hi Everyone, 

“Is the League doing enough?”  I ask myself this question almost 
daily.  This election season promises to be one of the most 
challenging of our lifetimes. Reaching new voters, non-voters, 
seldom voters and young voters, even getting our own networks the 
information they need to participate in this year’s election will require 
ongoing work by all of us. Our voter registration and voter education 
efforts are more important than ever!   
 
In the coming weeks, our Voter Services team will hold voter 
registration events around the County and participate in National 
Voter Registration Day (NVRD), a national civic holiday since 2012.  
We’ll publish and distribute our Voters’ Guide for the 2020 General 

Election and collaborate with partner organizations to share information about the voting process 
and VOTE411.org. 
 
While the fall voter service activities are just kicking off, our League had a busy summer of 
programming on topics related to social activism, racial justice and cultural awareness.  In the 
wake of our 100

th
 anniversary, we have joined Leagues across the country in vowing to “finish 

the fight” of securing access to the ballot for all eligible voters.   
 
Many join the League of Women Voters to get involved with voter registration and voter 
education. However, at our core we are much more. We are education, advocacy and action, the 
foundation of which is our League positions. And while learning them will require some study on 
your part, the knowledge gained will be well worth it. Some of the ways in which we put our 
advocacy in action are by writing letters to the editor of a newspaper using a League position to 
make a point; giving testimony at County Council meetings (verbal or written); representing the 
League on government boards and commissions; observing government boards and 
commissions to ensure meetings are open and transparent; working on League studies and 
participating in League program Consensus/Concurrence meetings .  
 
I encourage you to find your niche, share your skills, and get involved.  It will be a great 
opportunity to learn even more about the League and to serve the community, both of which I’m 
sure you will find rewarding.  
 
LWVAAC will continue to do all it can to inform and engage voters.  Will it be enough?  That 
depends on you. 
 
~alfa 

 

Alfa Stevens 

pres@lwvaacmd.org 

 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1zEe5aRIZwztY_Gce8Zh0Y0zYNatqPJUB/view
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Member Spotlight: Delia Scott 

Delia Scott retired last January with over 41 years of federal service. Within a few months she joined the 

LWVAAC and has already volunteered to help with voter services. “My career taught me that elections 
have consequences,” she says. “Ensuring the vote for everyone is the bedrock of any democracy.”  
  
Delia has been a life-long resident of the Washington, DC area 
minus a few years away for education. She was born in the 
District and grew up in Prince Georges County. Following high 
school, Delia attended Drew University where she earned a BA 
with a double major in Classical Studies and Political Science.  
“I soon realized I could not earn a living translating Cicero,” 
Delia joshes. So with a Masters’ in Public Administration from 
the Syracuse University Maxwell School of Citizenship and 
Public Administration, she began her federal career at the U.S. 
General Accounting Office, which included a 2-year detail with 
the U.S. House Appropriations Committee. Little did she know 
how that experience would foreshadow her future. For the next 
21 years she served in the Comptroller’s office of the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) as liaison to the Congressional Appropriations Committees. And 
then another 6 years with the House Appropriations Committee to become Clerk of the Interior and 
Environment Subcommittee. “EPA will always have my heart, and working for Congress was an intellectual 
challenge, but later my soul was nourished with a position as Congressional Liaison Officer for the National 
Gallery, she adds.  There she shared the beautiful treasures of the nation’s fine arts collection with 
members of Congress and staff with the goal of ensuring sufficient federal budget support for the Gallery.   
 
For now, retirement travel for Delia and husband John is on hold, but they fill the void with walks and 
kayaking. And Delia is giving more attention to her life-long obsession with knitting.  

 
 

Member Spotlight: Jeri Schoenfeld  

Jeri Schoenfeld and her husband, Reid, both retired, moved to Annapolis in 

2019 from Seattle, WA. Upon settling into life as an Annapolitan, Jeri joined 
the LWVAAC this past summer. “We’re finding many new areas of interest 
here, including learning about Maryland’s political landscape,” she offers. “It’s 
great to be involved with LWVAAC.” She recalls that dinner table conversation 
when their two children were growing up often revolved around politics.  

Jeri grew up in the Midwest, near Cincinnati, Ohio. After attending Miami 
University in Oxford, OH, for 2 years, a variety of career positions led Jeri 
across the country. She was a flight attendant with American Airlines in 
Boston, worked in the president’s office at Middlebury College in Vermont, 
and then had a long tenure in management for the Bell System and AT&T. 
Jeri’s territory covered Connecticut, Mississippi and finally Seattle, WA, where 
she and Reid lived for 35 years and raised their two children. She also 
completed her degree in anthropology, graduating from the University of 
Washington in 1992. At the same time, she and Reid continued with their 
digital printing business in Seattle for the next 18 years. 

Living in Annapolis allows Jeri and Reid to be near their daughter who lives in 
Alexandria, VA. Their son and family reside in Denver.  
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Connecting New Members with the LWV 
 

Embracing change often yields unexpected benefits. Such was the case recently when LWVAAC 

was forced to abandon its traditional, face-to-face, individual get-acquainted meetings with new 
members in exchange for yet another group Zoom experience.  

 
Eight new members checked in for a one-hour virtual meet and greet and a mini-League 

orientation hosted by LWVAAC President Alfa Stevens and Membership Chair Kathy Larrabee. 
Sara Fissell, who lives and works in Baltimore City, said she joined the LWVAAC after doing 

online research of local Maryland leagues to find activities that best match her interests.  
 

Recently retired, Pat Barnes, Lynn and Glenn Mortoro, Vera Herath, and Delia Scott said they’re 
hoping for non-partisan civic involvement. Jeri Schoenfeld and Barbara Pratt have lived in Anne 

Arundel County for a few years, but both feel the time is right to help promote non-partisan voting 

information to as many citizens as possible.  
 

Kathy provided participants with a League “Lingo” Glossary prior to the meeting for quick 
reference as she moved through a discussion of League history and structure, membership 

benefits, and details of Voter Services and Advocacy and Action activities. She emphasized the 
guidance of LWVUS and LWVMD to local Leagues that work at the grassroots to help make 

democracy work. Fresh from a recent LWVAAC Board planning retreat, Kathy announced 
upcoming LWVAAC activities and volunteer opportunities for members.  

 
A similar new-member meeting will be held via Zoom on Wednesday, October 7, 7:00 p.m. –  

8:00 p.m. In addition to new members, others who want to learn about the League in more detail 

also may attend. Click here to sign-up or email Kathy at membership@lwvaacmd.org with any 
questions. 

 
K. Larrabee, Membership Chair   

https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJIkceipqTopHdKkj_EvIMzMmLyJk-ckk4hK
mailto:membership@lwvmd.org
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Please Help Us Welcome New Members 

Kate Doherty, Shannon Rice, Evelina Erickson, Jeri Schoenfeld, Annapolis 
Vera Herath, Linda Mazer, Arnold 

Sara Fissel, Baltimore 
Alexis Kelly, Crownsville 

Delia Scott, Riva 

Hannah Rosekrans, Odenton 
Barbara Pratt, Severna Park 

 
 The new members listed here have joined since the publication of our July Newsletter. 

LWVAAC Goes Countywide and Online To Serve Voters 

Partnering with Anne Arundel County Public Libraries, the Y of Central Maryland and the Housing 

Authority of Annapolis, LWVAAC volunteers will register voters and answer their questions outside 
public venues in Laurel, Pasadena, Arnold and Annapolis during September and October.   

Our League has also been invited to collaborate with Sharon Lanasa at the Odenton Public 
Library on a virtual program, “For Freedoms: Teen Voices at Election Time,” scheduled for 
October 6 at 7 p.m.   

These organizations are further supporting the League’s voter service efforts by distributing our 
nonpartisan informational materials, including an election fact sheet, VOTE411 cards and our 

Voters’ Guide for the November 2020 General Election, via grab-n-go bags and at other 
scheduled public events.  

We continue to look for ways to reach county voters during these unusual times. Thank you to 
Kathy Larrabee and Pat Barnes for pursuing opportunities through the food banks and Kristin 

Etzel in Council Chair Pickard’s office for providing contacts in District 2.  If you have a 
suggestion, a contact, or if you’d like to volunteer to help with this effort, please email Niecy at 

votersvc@lwvaacmd.org. 
 

LWVAAC Members Answer the Call to Volunteer 

Thank you, League members!  My finger had just left the “send” key   

when I heard the first ding indicating one of you had completed our new 

Volunteer Recruiting questionnaire.  It’s been exciting to get to know 
each of you better through your skills and interests, and the entire 

LWVAAC Board looks forward to working with you.   
 

If you missed the email, please click here to complete our Volunteer 

Recruiting questionnaire. 
   

Thanks again! 

Niecy Chambers, Voter Services 

 

Above right: Volunteer Kathryn Mattison at the Robinwood 
HACA Resident Services Pop-Up Event on September 3, 2020 

about:blank
https://forms.gle/1LjoJLPPrk4PueNFA
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A Conversation with Two Daughters: The Fight for Social Justice 
 
LWVAAC hosted its first virtual live-stream event on August 6.  The event featured Charlene 

Butts Ligon, author of Fearless, and Mary Sue Welcome, Esq., the accomplished daughters of 
the late Evelyn T. Butts of Virginia and late Senator Verda Welcome of Maryland.  Their mothers 

were civil rights pioneers who fought Jim Crow and discriminatory laws on housing, schools, 
voting, wages, jobs, and segregation.   

  
Charlene and Mary Sue shared powerful accounts of their mothers’ civil rights battles with ease 

and authenticity, like old friends conversing comfortably on a sofa. Their mothers broke social 
barriers by insisting on equality for all, including voting rights.  Mrs. Butts fought the Virginia poll 

taxes and became the plaintiff in a landmark U.S. Supreme Court, victoriously, after which she 

helped register 3000 voters that same year.  Senator Welcome inclusively engaged all races in 
civic awareness and voting drives.  She was a perpetual mentor for civic engagement and 

became a member of the League of Women Voters. 
 

Nothing deterred Senator Welcome and Mrs. Butts, not even the five bullets of Senator 
Welcome’s would-be assassin. Instead, Senator Welcome fought for gun control and went on to 

serve another twenty-five years in the Maryland State House.  Nor did the bombings nearby Mrs. 
Butts’ home deter her from fighting the housing demolition of her community.  Instead, she fought 

to locate new public schools in Black communities and became a Norfolk, Virginia Housing 
Commissioner.  

 

The work of Mary Sue and Charlene, both accomplished professionals and leaders, evolved into 
social activism like their mothers. They believe that the past galvanizes the present. They remain 

hopeful in today’s younger, more inclusive and diverse generation of organized and peaceful 
protesters against social injustice and racial inequality. If their mothers were alive today, they 

believe they’d say:  If you see wrong, fight to make it right and use every tool possible.  Protest, 
picket, organize, network, include, communicate.  Have conversations and have hope. Vote!  

(Click here to view the conversation in its entirety.) 
 

Marguerite Duffy, Program Chair 

https://youtu.be/QTErFU6Xi4A
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Women’s Equality Day—Book Discussion  
 
In 1973 Congress designated August 26

th
 as Women’s Equality Day to commemorate the 1920 

certification of the 19
th
 Amendment and women’s continued efforts for full equality.  

 
To commemorate the day, the LWVAAC hosted a discussion of The Untold Story of Women of 

Color in the League of Women Voters by Carolyn Jefferson-Jenkins, PhD.  She was the first 
Black woman elected as the national LWV President where she served two terms as the 15

th
 

president.   
 

Jefferson-Jenkins’ book reminded us that history is complicated, inspiring, celebratory, and 
disappointing yet hopeful. Both the suffrage movement and the League of Women Voters 

disappointingly omitted Black women at different stages. Jenkins adeptly brings the LWV face-to-

face with a history rooted in practicality versus principle. She includes biographical stories of 
inspiring Black women who made sacrifices toward equality including their own compromises in 

breaking social barriers. Her untold stories shed light on who, what, and why we celebrate. They 
are a hopeful reminder that continuing the fight for equality must be inclusive of all women.   

 
Marguerite Duffy, Program Chair 

Executive Citation from Anne Arundel County in Recognition of  
the League of Women Voters’ 100th Anniversary  
 

 

 

 

 

 

Left: Executive Citation presented by County Executive 
Steuart L. Pittman to LWVAAC in observance of the League 
of Women Voters’ 100th anniversary and our 76th 
anniversary. The citation was shared at our Women’s 
Equality Day event on August 26. 
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Board Meeting and Retreat Highlights -  August 18, 2020 
 
• The Board discussed the many volunteer opportunities for members including and beyond voter 

registrations.  A list of projects needing assistance is being compiled and will be sent to the 
membership. There is a need to establish a Communications Team to handle the myriad of 
issues involved in events planning.  A separate arrangements committee should be created to 
seek venues for events. 

  
• LWVAAC may sponsor forums for school board candidates running in Districts 2,3, and 6.    
 

• At the time of the Board meeting, LWVAAC had 83 members with more expected to renew either 
online or by mail.  A number of new members have joined for which a new members orientation 
will be hosted via Zoom.  

 

• The Voters’ Guides for the 2020 General Election are in the process of being published. Vote411 
will launch this month (September 19) and members will be urged to direct people to the website 
where they will see the Guide.  Some printed Guides may be produced for distribution.  The 
seven County initiatives that will be on the ballot will be explained in the Guide. The Guide will 
also contain information to help people understand the instructions about how to obtain and 
return their ballots, or where to vote in person. 

 

• Programs for the upcoming year were discussed and a calendar for all the events was 
determined.  (See below) 

 

Carol Sures, Secretary 

 

 

2020-2021 SCHEDULED EVENTS 
 

September 22  National Voter Registration Day  

September 26  LWVMD Fall Workshop 

December 5  LWVAAC Consensus Meeting “Vote by Mail”  

January 12  LWVAAC Program Planning Meeting   

January 30  LWVMD Winter Workshop  

February (TBD)  LWVAAC Legislative Reception  

March 13  LWVAAC Consensus Meeting “Ballot Initiative Study” 

April 24   LWVAAC Annual Membership Meeting 

*Board meetings are held on the 4th Tuesday of each month. 

Calendar is subject to change. 

To confirm dates, times and location of events visit our website, lwvaacmd.org 

lwvaacmd.org         8       editor@lwvaacmd.org 

https://www.lwvmd.org/2020_voters_guides
https://www.lwvaacmd.org/
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Did You Know? 

The year 2020 marks the 150th anniversary of the 15th Amendment (granting Black men the right 

to vote) and the 100th anniversary of the 19th Amendment (affording women the right to vote). Yet  

it did not end voter suppression for people of color.  It took the Civil Rights Act of 1964; the 24th 

Amendment in 1964 eliminating the Federal poll tax; the Supreme Court decision of 1966 

eliminating the State poll tax; and the Voting Rights Act of 1965—an incredible milestone only to be 

weakened in 2013 by a Supreme Court decision, unleashing a new era of voter suppression today.  

 

Alfa Stevens, President       pres@lwvaacmd.org    

Joyce Martin, Editor         editor@lwvaacmd.org 

Board of Directors, lwvaacmd.org/board 

For membership information, click here.   
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VISIT 2020Census.gov 
Complete the Census TODAY! 

Help ensure your community receives its fair share of 
funding for programs and resources. 

mailto:pres@lwvaacmd.org
mailto:editor@lwvaacmd.org
https://www.lwvaacmd.org/join2
https://2020census.gov/
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