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Vote by Mail Consensus Discussion
Sat, Dec 5, 2 p.m. - 4 p.m.
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Hi Everyone:
I hope that you are all doing well, staying safe and also resting from what has
proven to be one of the most notable election cycles of all time. Voters cast
ballots in record numbers, early-voting turnout was at an all-time high, and a
record number of voters across the State made use of same day registration.
What an exciting time! One hundred years after women were granted the
right to vote, the Vice President-elect of the United States is a woman--an
extraordinary and historic moment for us all!
I couldn’t be prouder of the role LWVAAC played to ensure that voters were
equipped with tools and information to vote safely, securely and confidently.
Kudos to the Voter Services team and to everyone who worked so tirelessly to
empower our voters during this election season. Whatever part you played,
big or small, I thank you! The League thanks you!
With the election behind us, it is full steam ahead with League business. At a recent County Council meeting,
I provided written and oral testimony on behalf of LWVAAC in opposition to Resolution 47-20 as introduced.
LWVAAC supports the law enforcement officers who honorably serve our Anne Arundel communities and
appreciates the vital role they play to ensure our public safety. Just as strongly, LWVAAC supports and
advocates for the Constitutionally-guaranteed rights of private citizens who seek governmental transparency
and accountability. Therefore, we felt compelled to speak out in opposition to Resolution 47-20. After
overwhelming testimony from the community opposing the resolution as introduced, Council voted to adopt
District 6 Councilmember Rodvien’s amendments eliminating the final clause and balancing the support of
law enforcement with the importance of police accountability. The Council voted unanimously to adopt the
amended resolution. For LWVAAC’s written testimony, click here.
Two statewide League studies, Vote By Mail (VBM) and Ballot Initiatives, will provide us the opportunity this
year to meet as a League to learn, discuss and come to consensus. Please mark your calendar for our VBM
consensus meeting on Saturday, December 5, and our Ballot Initiative consensus meeting on Saturday, March
13. If you have time, please review the fact sheet for the VBM discussion sent in an earlier email.
I hope you will join us for our virtual holiday social on December 9 (see p. 16). It promises to be fun and novel
occasion!
Wishing you the happiest of holidays!
~alfa

LWVAAC CONTACTS
Alfa Stevens, President, pres@lwvaacmd.org
Joyce Martin, Editor, editor@lwvaacmd.org
Board of Directors, lwvaacmd.org/board
Membership information, lwvaacmd.org/join2
Website lwvaacmd.org Facebook @LWVAAC 443-672-8270
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BOARD REPORTS
LWVAAC September and October 2020 Board
Meeting Highlights

LWVAAC printed and distributed 12,500 Anne
Arundel County Voters' Guides. Printing on newsprint
paper lowered costs so more copies were printed
than in previous years.
The 2020-21 Member Directory is in preparation and
will be distributed to members in print form and
electronically. Periodic updates will be made
electronically.
Kathy Larrabee will co-chair a Communications &
Digital Media Committee. She promoted the Voters’
Guide and VOTE411.org on a WNAV 1430 radio news
show and investigated advertising opportunities in
Baltimore Sun publications.
The LWVMD consensus meeting on the study Vote
by Mail is scheduled for LWVAAC on Saturday,
December 5 (see cover). Members will receive the
Fact Sheet for the discussion via email.
Trending topics for future meetings include
affordable housing, the environment, and the
Electoral College. The Voter newsletter will feature a
"book nook" with suggested titles for background on
these topics for members to read ahead of future
discussions. An April 2021 member program is
planned in conjunction with the 51st anniversary of
Earth Day to focus on the climate emergency.
The Board discussed a virtual holiday social event.
Carol Sures, Secretary

The State of LWVAAC Membership

Thank you, members, for supporting the work
begun 100 years ago by Carrie Chapman Catt,
founder of the League of Women Voters. Member
dues, paid at the LWV’s grassroots, are used locally
by LWVAAC and shared with our state and U.S.
Leagues, to Empower Voters and Defend Democracy
at all levels. Therefore, when you join a local League,
you are also enrolled as a member of the LWVMD
and U.S. Leagues, eligible to participate in all
activities.
The LWVAAC operates on the fiscal year July 1
through June 30. On September 30, we completed
our annual dues renewal process. In addition to
renewals, during the first quarter of the 2020-21
fiscal year, we enroll an unusually high number of
new members. LWVAAC currently is 100+ members
strong. Our membership is a remarkable blend of
long-time members, including 4 who have been in
the League for more than 50 years, roughly 25 who
are brand new to the League, and several who reside
in the same household as a primary member.
To capitalize on our members’ strengths and vitality,
LWVAAC recently surveyed members to ask about
their capacity to engage in League programs,
training, and one-time projects. We were pleased by
the participation of longtime (continued next page)

Welcome New Members
Vicki Jordan of Gambrills, Lori Lashgari
of Arnold, and Kellian Tonetti of Laurel.
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and new members, and to see the breadth of
personal skills and training to be shared with
LWVAAC. We also asked survey participants to
choose League categories of interest where they
might put their strengths to work. Thank you to all
respondents; we look forward to connecting with
you. If you missed seeing the survey in your email
and wish to participate, please contact me
at membership@lwvaacmd.org.
Kathy Larrabee, Membership Chair
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In Memoriam: Arlene Gavin
A tribute by Carol Sures

We were saddened to learn of Arlene Gavin’s death
on November 22. She was a long-time LWVAAC
member, serving on the Board for many years, and
as Co-President with Niecy Chambers for the 20132015 term.
I met Arlene over 30 years ago when she joined our
League following her retirement. She had joined at
the instigation of her friend Sarah Thwaites, who is a
50-year member. You might say our friendships were
founded in the League.

Trending Topics Book Nook

Members have requested
expanding our informal book
discussions on trending topics. If
you are interested in virtually
hosting one of the memberrecommended books, please
contact Marguerite Duffy at
program@lwvaacmd.org.
Suggested titles and dates include:
Wednesday, February 3, 2021 at 2 p.m. Evicted:
Poverty and Profit in The American City by Matthew
Desmond
March/April, 2021: Half-Earth: Our Planet’s Fight for
Life by Edward O. Wilson
May/June 2021: Let the People Pick the President:
The Case for Abolishing the Electoral College by
Jesse Wegman
Marguerite Duffy, Program Chair

Through the years we and our husbands had many
happy times and deep discussions. Arlene and her
husband, Patrick, were avid sailors; they always had
tales about their sailing adventures, including nearmishaps. They often sailed with the Thwaites.
Arlene grew up in Akron, Ohio and became a social
worker. She worked for the Red Cross during World
War II, then on to
Washington, D.C.
where she met
Patrick. It was some
years later that he
came back looking
for her, and they
soon were married.
The rest was
history: busy
careers, two
wonderful daughters
and a happy
home. Arlene taught at the University of Maryland
School of Social Work for many years. While on the
staff there, she set up an (continued next page)
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acclaimed social work program at Gallaudet College
for which she was immensely honored.
Arlene’s work in the League was constant. We
worked together on several notable studies. She
often opened her delightful home for meetings. On
a more personal note, I admired how Arlene’s
immense common sense was coupled with her
professional social work skills. She was my “go-to”
buddy when I had a problem. And her advice,
whether to me or at a League meeting, was always
delivered in plain, unambiguous language. She was
compassionate and at the same time she could be
tough. She valued facts, and quickly got to the
bottom of problems.
Arlene was looking forward to a 100th birthday
celebration next February at her favorite haunt,
Eggcellence in Annapolis, where she was so popular
that the owner had planned to close for a private
gala brunch for Arlene with friends and
family. Sadly, Arlene will miss that happy occasion as
I and others will miss her very much.
-Carol Sures is a 50-year member of the LWV and serves on
the LWVAAC Board as the “forever” Secretary – her words.
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What is Program Planning?
In League lingo, Program means the issues
that we choose for study, for education and
for taking action at local, state and national
levels. Program can include both educational
and advocacy work.
Program Planning is part of what makes the
League a grassroots organization. Each
League member has the opportunity to
influence the selection of issues where the
League will focus its time and talent.
The League takes action on an issue only
when we have a position addressing that
particular issue. We develop a position on
an issue through study and consensus by our
members. The League uses its positions to
advocate for policies, legislation and ballot
measures that it believes best serve the
public interest; and to advocate against
proposals which are in conflict with those
goals. We advocate through testimony,
letter writing and in-person meetings with
our local representatives.
It takes the enthusiasm and interest of our
members to keep our program vital. The
program planning process is your voice.

JOIN
THE
LEAGUE!

LWVAAC will meet for program planning on
January 12, 2021, at 7 p.m. via Zoom. We
are very interested in your input regarding
our programs and positions. Click here to
register. Email program@lwvaacmd.org with
any questions or concerns.
Abby Root, Director
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MEMBER PROFILES

Vera Herath was born in New Jersey, but
graduated high school
and college in Maine
after moving there at the
end of 8 grade. Her
parents immigrated
from the former Soviet
Union to become
naturalized U.S. citizens.
“We spoke Russian at
home, so I grew up
speaking both Russian
and English fluently,”
she says. Her degree
from the University of Maine was in International
Affairs, which comprised three fields of study:
language, economics, and politics. Vera concentrated
on languages, particularly Russian and French.
th

Upon graduating college, Vera moved to Maryland to
start a career with the National Security Agency as a
Russian linguist, specializing in transcription.
“Though I retired from the federal government in
2002, I continued working there as an independent
consultant and then for several government
contractors until retiring for real in 2011,” she says.
In retirement, Vera volunteers with Partners in Care
and the Annapolis Opera; provides transcription
services to the County State’s Attorney’s Office; and,
since the 2012 primary election, she has served as an
election judge in both gubernatorial and presidential
elections. Even with a full plate, Vera says she makes
time for reading, travel, gardening, and the arts.
Vera and her husband, John, live in Arnold "with our
two rambunctious cats,” she adds. She is the proud
mother of two strong, independent, successful

women and grandmother of four. Having been a
sailor at one time and now living on the water, Vera
says she cares deeply about the Bay and the
environment generally. She is keenly interested in
local and world affairs, including politics. “I’ve long
been aware of and impressed by the League and its
mission,” she says, “so I finally decided it’s high time
to join!”

Hannah Rosekrans hails from West Virginia,
where she graduated with degrees in English and
History from the University of Charleston. She
earned Master’s degrees in English Literature and
Library and Information Studies from the University
of Alabama. Hannah is employed as a library branch
manager and also works as a freelance writer. She is
the current secretary of the Maryland Library
Association’s Intellectual Freedom Panel.
Hannah is an avid local theater supporter. “I became
acquainted with theater as a child, volunteering at a
community theater in Martinsburg, West Virginia,”
she says. Hannah also has been a regular volunteer
at her church, Joy Reigns Lutheran in Edgewater, a
judge for Maryland
History Day, and a
volunteer with
various political
causes. Her other
interests include
travel, running,
crafting, and
genealogy. Hannah
resides in Odenton
with her wife, Julie,
and their son, age 5.
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LWVAAC ROUNDUP
LWVAAC Improvises to Serve Voters During a
Pandemic

With the 2020 General Election now behind us, it’s
important to recognize the exemplary response of
our state and county Boards of Elections to the
many challenges posed by COVID-19, as well as the
extraordinary collaborative public effort to inform,
instruct and assist voters. We must also applaud
the determination of our citizens to make their
voices heard. Unofficial results indicate that voter
turnout in our county was higher than in the 2016
General Election, in spite of the pandemic, with
nearly equal numbers voting by mail and in person.
The pandemic created opportunities as well as
obstacles for the LWVAAC. It raised public awareness
of the services the League provides and allowed us
to forge new partnerships. At the same time,
building closures and event cancellations limited our
ability to reach voters through traditional outlets.
LWVAAC members prevailed, developing new ways
to inform voters, while also performing typical
election-related tasks. We commend the resourceful
volunteers recognized below.
Explaining Anne Arundel County Ballot Questions
Voters look to the League for balanced explanations
of the meaning, pros and cons of charter
amendment questions that appear on the ballot. To
find the answers, our volunteers consult official
County Council documents and recordings,
newspaper accounts and, on occasion, the sponsor(s)
of the legislation. Five LWVAAC members took on
the seven Anne Arundel County Charter

amendments on the 2020 General Election
ballot. Thank you: Niecy Chambers, Susan Cochran,
Alexis Dorsey, Abby Root and Myrna Siegel.

Registering Voters
While observing necessary health precautions,
LWVAAC members stepped up to provide voter
registration and election information at twelve
outdoor events and one indoor celebration between
September 1 and October 10, including three on
September 22, National Voter Registration
Day. Most of these opportunities arose from new
partnerships, as two of our League’s usual
registration drives, the July 4 naturalization
ceremony at Paca House and Constitution Day at
Anne Arundel Community College, did not take place
this year. For the first time, the Housing Authority of
Annapolis (HACA) and the Y of Central Maryland,
invited LWVAAC to participate in several of their
organized community events; we also were asked to
offer voter registration at the Fannie Lou Hamer
Awards watch party. We look forward to building on
these new avenues for collaboration and outreach.
Thank you to our registrars: Pat Barnes, Aden Brown,
Niecy Chambers, Yolande Dickerson, Sara Fissel, Vera
Herath, Kathy Larrabee, Babs McCauley, Delia Scott,
Alfa Stevens and Sally Vavrek.
Partnering with Anne Arundel County Food Pantries
Member Pat Barnes saw an opportunity to provide
underserved communities with election information
by distributing fact sheets through Anne Arundel
County food pantries. She and Kathy Larrabee began
by compiling a list of county food pantries, many the
result of COVID-19 hardships. (continued next page)
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They then contacted the pantries to ask of their
capacity to distribute nonpartisan voting information
to their clients. Receiving a positive response, Pat
and Niecy Chambers developed a step-by-step, single
sheet handout in English and Spanish, using graphics
from the AA County website. Just as mail-in ballots
began to arrive in voters’ mailboxes in early October,
Pat and Kathy delivered more than 1000 English and
700 Spanish copies to food pantries in all parts of the
county. At the request of several sites, they
returned the following week with hot-off-the-presses
copies of LWVAAC’s Voters’ Guide for the 2020
General Election. Thank you: Pat Barnes, Niecy
Chambers and Kathy Larrabee.
Distributing and Promoting the Voters’ Guide

For the fall 2020 election, LWVAAC published its
Voters’ Guide in a large format on newsprint paper,
instead of the usual booklet. Because this printing
method is less expensive, our League was able to
print 12,500 copies, four times more than usual, at
no additional cost. The challenge was to get them
into voters’ hands.

To help serve voters, convenience
stores in the Annapolis area made
newsstand space for the AAC
Voters’ Guide.
(Kathy Larrabee)

The Anne Arundel
County Public
Libraries (AACPL)
have long been our
main outlet for
distributing Voters’
Guides. Although
indoor access was
restricted due to
COVID-19, AACPL
staff were eager to
hand out copies at
curbside pickup, so
our volunteers

personally delivered Guides to 15 of the branches
countywide. The County Board of Elections helped to
promote our Guide by placing copies in its entrance
lobby and adding a link on its website. Many
LWVAAC members volunteered to find public outlets
for Voters’ Guides in stores, gas stations, restaurants,
churches, senior living communities, rec centers,
laundromats, nurseries, even a barbershop. Special
recognition to Kathy Larrabee for her “product
placement” at Sam’s Club.
LWVAAC issued a press release to announce
availability of the Voters’ Guide and Kathy Larrabee
promoted the Guide and VOTE411.org during two
interviews on WNAV 1430. Some 50 voters
requested and received copies by mail.

This was an exceptional team effort that raised
awareness of LWVAAC and our Voters’ Guide around
the county. Thank you: Joyce Adair, Pat Barnes,
Niecy Chambers, Carolyn Ciepiela, Susan Cochran,
Yolande Dickerson, Michele Eberle, Jane Garbacz,
Vicki Jordan, Kathy Larrabee and Babs McCauley.

LWVAAC joined other service providers at a number of popup events for residents hosted by the Housing Authority of
Annapolis (HACA). Here we are offering voter registration
and election information at Bloomsbury Square in Annapolis.
(Niecy Chambers)
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Info-Line Volunteers Assist Maryland Voters

By geography alone, the LWVAAC and the LWVMD
are close next-door neighbors. As good neighbors,
we offer support when needed. Such was the case
recently when LWVMD stepped up voters’ services in
response to Maryland’s abrupt effort to provide
voters with numerous voting options in the General
Election during the pandemic.
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stories about their experiences; many callers
expressed great gratitude for the help they received.
Harold, a 91-year old voter from Baltimore County,
followed up his phone call with an email that said, “…
the League is a trusted source for information. I love
and respect the League.”
Kathy Larrabee, Membership Chair

LWVMD publicized an Election Call Line for voters
statewide to get their voting questions answered
quickly. To assist LWVMD with its Election Line,
seven LWVAAC members, myself included, stepped
up with a schedule that would provide daily weekday
phone coverage from late September through Nov 3,
Election Day. Overall, call volume was low as it
turned out. But LWVAAC volunteers were faithful to
their shifts, blocking out parts of many days to be
available to answer voters’ questions. Kudos to my
fellow Leaguers for helping to get out the vote: Alexis
Dorsey, Babs McCauley, Mary-Lou McCutcheon,
Hannah Rosekrans, Sara Sanders, and Gail Viamonte
When asked by someone why I wanted to volunteer,
I jokingly said, “I like telling people what to do.” But
the real answer is that the League challenges its
members with volunteer work that requires selfeducation before the opportunity to help educate
the public. For this service, LWVMD provided training
and an excellent reference guide for quickly locating
answers to questions. The LWVMD phone line was
setup to allow voters with election questions to be
transferred immediately to a volunteer.
For a life learner, League work is rewarding. We all
can be teachers to encourage civic engagement. The
Election Line volunteers have many heartwarming

LWVAAC and AACPL Reach Out to New Voters

Thanks to the vision and commitment of several
Anne Arundel County Public Library (AACPL)
librarians, LWVAAC had the opportunity to talk
virtually with first-time voters about the importance
of participating in our democracy.
Our League was originally invited to participate in an
in-person event called So You’re Voting for the First
Time held at Edgewater Library on March 31. When
it was cancelled due to the (continued next page)
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pandemic, librarian Sharon Lanasa at the Odenton
branch decided to organize a Zoom event instead.
The online program, entitled Election 2020: New
Voters New Voices, was held on October 6, during
this year’s inaugural National Voter Education Week.
Member Niecy Chambers presented both the “how
to” and the “why” of voting, emphasizing younger
voters’ power to change election outcomes.
A highlight of the event was learning that one of the
participants was preparing to become a U.S.
citizen. Knowing he’d miss the October 13 voter
registration deadline, he was thrilled to learn he
could register to vote at an early voting site. On
October 31, he emailed Sharon the following news:
“My interview went well, and I was scheduled for the
oath ceremony to become a citizen last week. As of
this past Wednesday afternoon, I'm now officially a
U.S. citizen! And four hours later, I went to an early
polling station and cast my ballot.”
Niecy Chambers, Voter Services

Getting Out the Youth Vote

LWVAAC ZOOM-ed into the lives of voting-age
youth through two October virtual programs, each
held in collaboration with new partners and
prompting mutually enriching exchanges.
On October 6, youth in foster care heard about the
importance of their civic engagement and vote and
the practicalities of registration and accessing this
year’s ballot. The invitation came through
Marymount Professor Margaret Oh Tseng, a
volunteer with The Blue Ribbon Project, a non-profit
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community organization. Located in Crownsville, The
Blue Ribbon Project is committed to the prevention
of child abuse and neglect and offers a support
network for survivors of child Abuse, foster care, and
child sexual assault. The presentation was a solo
flight by LWVAAC Vice President Gail Viamonte,
accompanied by PowerPoint and cast members of
the Broadway play Hamilton, which was o-kay to be
honest, present via a YouTube video as originally
made for National Voter Registration Day.
On October 28,
Anne Arundel
Community
College’s
(AACC) Legal
Institute and
Office of
Student
Engagement
hosted a preHalloween
No Need to Be Spooked About Voting voter
engagement panel, with Court of Special Appeals
Judge Douglas Nazarian, Deputy Administrator for
the Maryland State Board of Elections Nikki Charlson,
AACC Professor Kymberly Jackson, and LWVAAC Vice
President Gail Viamonte. Moderated by Professor
Luke Fredericks, the high-powered panel’s charge
was far ranging.
Presentations and responses to questions ranged
from the logistics of voter registration and balloting-including in person, by mail, early, and provisional;
through the histories of voter repression, fraud and
intimidation; to judicial roles in election litigation.
Participants left with a toolkit that included websites
for dispelling election rumors; (continued next page)
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accessing LWV at the county, state, and national
levels; and, of course, VOTE411.org and the greatly
appreciated LWV Voters’ Guide.
Gail Viamonte, Vice President

LWVAAC President Panelist on Voter
Education Webinar
On October 15, it was my honor to represent
LWVAAC as one of four invited panelists in a Virtual
Voter Education webinar hosted by The Collective
Group comprised of six Black organizations across
the county.* Other featured panelists were Tryphena
Ellis-Johnson, Board Member, Anne Arundel County
Board of Elections, Thea Boykins Wilson, Chair of
Democratic Central Committee (AA County) and
Brandon Cooper, Vice Chair of the Maryland
Republican Party. Moderator for the evening was
Drake Smith, Student Member of the Board of
Education (SMOB) and President of the NAACP Anne
Arundel County Branch Youth Division.
Webinar topics included the importance of voting,
the election process: how, when and where, how to
vote safely and securely, and what to keep in mind
when planning your vote. Ellis-Johnson spoke about
the voting process and ballot and drop box
security. I shared the history, background and
mission of the League of Women Voters as a
nonpartisan and grassroots political organization
(national, state and local). My presentation was
tailored specifically to that of an informed voter with
special emphasis on VOTE411.org and the LWVAAC
2020 General Election Voters’ Guide. I also provided
guidance on how to navigate both to get the
information voters would need for voting with

confidence in the 2020 general election. The
presentation was well-received with many thanks for
this “new” and “valuable” information and for the
“great scorecard explaining the Pros & Cons of each
ballot amendment.”
Participation on the panel was an invaluable
experience. It was a great opportunity to connect
with and educate more in the community about the
League’s mission. Now that a connection has been
established with The Collective Group, I am hopeful
it will provide future opportunities for collaboration
and partnership as we continue to empower voters
and defend democracy.
Alfa Stevens, President
*The Collective Group members include Anne Arundel
County chapter Greek sororities (Delta Sigma Theta
Sorority, Inc., Zeta Phi Beta Sorority, and Sigma Gamma
Rho Sorority), service organizations (National Coalition of
100 Black Women, Jack and Jill of America, Inc., Arundel
Bay Area) and the NAACP, Anne Arundel County branch.
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LWVMD NEWS
LWVMD Sets Legislative Priorities

Legislative priorities for the 2021 session of the
Maryland General Assembly have been set and
approved by the LWVMD Board. There are two
primary priorities: 1) Redistricting Reform, and 2)
Vote by Mail (currently under active consensus
review for specific recommendations). Secondary
priorities, which are secondary in terms of LWVMD
time and energy and not importance, range from
Clean Energy to Government Transparency and
Police Accountability Reform. A brochure detailing all
the legislative priorities is forthcoming and will be
posted on the state League website, lwvmd.org.

Coalition Building to Achieve Social Justice
You may have read in the most recent State Board
Letter that the LWVMD has joined the Maryland
Coalition for Justice and Police Accountability. This
coalition is an alliance of activists, faith-based
groups, nonprofits and civic organizations who seek
to attain meaningful police reform and accountability
and criminal justice reform in Maryland through
legislation. The LWVMD Board believes that working
in the coalition is the best way to support work
where the League isn’t the lead organization but still
has influence on the tone and content of advocacy
on key issues. Former state League President Nancy
Soreng is the LWVMD representative to this
important effort.
Alfa Stevens, President

At Texas Southern University, the city’s historically Black college,
people waited in line for more than six hours to vote.
(Allyn West)

Constitution Day 2020

A favorite LWVMD program is Constitution Day at
the University of Maryland’s Baltimore Campus. This
year’s virtual program veered from its normal theme
of recent Supreme Court cases to the topic of voting
rights expansion over time. Professors Larry Gibson
and Jason Nichols from UMD presented an engaging
snapshot of historic and current trends.

While important to applaud the enormous progress
made for voting rights through amendments, laws
and courts, both presenters emphasized that
modern day disenfranchisements verify that the fight
is never over. Nichols notes that Georgia closed
hundreds of voting centers during the 2018
Gubernatorial election, with closures affecting youth
populated universities, creating transportation
dilemmas, and hour-long waits at polls. Florida had a
voter exclusion requirement (continued next page)
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for felons, even for those who had served time.
(continued next page) Texas voter identification
restrictions allowed for firearms IDs but not for
student IDs nor public assistance IDs. In some cases,
poll rosters were purged based on the date a person
last voted.

even register to vote online. In 1970 everyone voted
in person on the same day (except absentee voters).
In 2020 we have many options for registering to vote
and voting: early voting, same-day voting, same day
registration, mail-in voting via postal or ballot drop
boxes, and citizen volunteers staffing polls.

Despite COVID-19, social distancing qualms, and
expansion of mail-in ballots, Gibson and Nelson feel
assured that voter fraud is not an issue. Audits have
shown that overall there is no evidence of fraud. In
most states, a voter must apply to obtain a mail-in
ballot, adding a level of protection. Recent attempts
to reduce U.S. postal service by the current
Administration created an outcry. This year over a
hundred lawsuits have been filed across the country.
President Trump’s campaign has filed lawsuits in
several states challenging mail-in expansion, and
Biden’s campaign has assembled a legal team of
watchdogs in states.

As always, the Constitution Day program was
engaging, leaving participants with two questions to
ponder. Should Election Day be a holiday? Should
we eliminate the Electoral College?
Marguerite Duffy

The 1960s saw important advances for voting rights.
The Voting Rights Act of 1965 prohibited racial
discrimination in voting and, in 1966, the Supreme
Court found poll taxes to be unconstitutional based
on the equal protection clause of the 14th
Amendment. After a Supreme Court decision in
2013 removed some of the safeguards of the Voting
Rights Act, a new wave of voting issues surfaced.
(See RBG notable dissent insert on p. 14.)
Gibson recognizes that our system is not perfect, yet
revels in the progress from yesterday when Blacks,
women, and 18-year-olds could not vote. Fifty years
ago, government offices conducted the voter
registration campaigns. Forty years ago, Maryland
allowed private citizens to volunteer to register
voters. And today, anyone can download a form or

Nick Harbachewski, 24, of Annapolis uses a drop
box to exercise his right to vote.
(Marg Duffy)
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OF INTEREST
RBG Notable Dissent

Planning Anne Arundel County’s Future

On Constitution Day, September 17, 2020, Supreme

Citizens still have an important say in the adoption

Court Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg received the
National Constitution Center’s Liberty Medal “for her
efforts to advance liberty and equality for all”. One
day later, September 18, Justice Ginsburg, died at
the age of 87. She died at home after a long battle
with recurring cancer.

of Plan2040, the General Development Plan (GDP),
laying out the future of Anne Arundel County. The
opportunity for comment on the draft plan ended
November 15, but the Planning Advisory Board will
have public hearings in December and January; the
County Council is expected to hold public hearings
on it in February and March 2021.

Ginsburg spent her life courageously advocating for
women’s rights and gender equality. Her notable
dissents fought back on gender discrimination, social
injustice, and voter protection. Among her most
notorious is her 2013 dissent from the Court on the
relaxation of
special
provisions in
the Voting
Rights Act of
1965. The
Supreme
Court
Decision (5-4)
on Shelby
County v
Holder frees
nine states,
mostly in the
South, to
change their election laws without advance federal
approval. Ginsburg stressed that a second generation
of discriminatory barriers would follow, e.g. racial
gerrymandering. With a notorious “I dissent,” she
wrote, “In my judgment the Court errs egregiously by
overriding Congress’ decision.”

With the adoption of the GDP, regional planning will
begin to determine closer to home what land use
should be. Regional planning replaces the small area
plans formulated in the early 2000s and incorporated
in the 2009 GDP. This time there are 9 regions
instead of the 16 small areas. In a big change from
past procedures, comprehensive zoning will not
follow the adoption of the GDP, but will be
considered after regional planning. Regional
planning will be conducted in 3 regions at a
time over the next 2 years.
What effect does the GDP have? An important
change in state law makes the GDP more
powerful. Chapter 674 of the Laws of 2013 amended
the state code so that now Anne Arundel can only
adopt comprehensive zoning laws “that are
consistent with the comprehensive plan.” Departure
from the GDP only can be “rare.” This is an
improvement from the comprehensive zoning
process of 2010 that saw a plethora of zonings that
departed from the GDP and threatened the
character of some areas like South County. The GDP
lays out plans for environmental preservation,
transportation, water and (continued next page)
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sewer service, parks and recreation, and what they
call the built environment—zoning for residential,
commercial and industrial building.
Members of the Regional Planning Committee have
not been selected as of this article being
written. Look for an opportunity to apply. To keep up
with the progress of the GDP (Plan2040) and to
decide if you wish to testify, go to the
site aacounty.org/plan2040.
Susan Cochran, Action Chair
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to real bipartisan commonsense solutions by
supporting responsible energy projects. Maryland is
in the process of reviewing two proposed offshore
projects near Ocean City.

According to the U.S. Energy Department, the
Atlantic Coast offshore wind project pipeline is
estimated to support up to 86,000 jobs, $57 billion in
investments and provide up to $25 billion in
economic output by 2030.
Source: Metro Section, Washington Post, Oct. 30, 2020

Anne Schifferle, Environment

Maryland Eyes Wind Energy Projects

The coastal states of Maryland, Virginia and North
Carolina will join forces to build offshore power
projects and promote the region as a hub for
offshore wind energy and industry, the Governors
announced Thursday, October 29.
Maryland Governor Larry Hogan stated that
Maryland has been leading the charge when it comes

Modern offshore wind turbines use wind power to produce
electricity.

Hiking on a Utah farm trail, LWVAAC member Kathy
Lottenbach came upon this representation of Seraph
Young Ford (1846 – 1938), the first American woman
to cast a ballot under a Utah law that made women
citizens' voting rights equal to men’s, voting in a
municipal election in1870.
(Kathy Lottenbach)
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