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Presented by the League of Women Voters of Kent, Mid-Shore
(Caroline, Dorchester, and Talbot) and Queen Anne’s counties

General Election

November 6,

2012

Early Voting in Maryland
Saturday, October 27 through Thursday, November 1

Early voting centers will be open from 10 am until
8 pm each day of early voting except on Sunday,
when early voting centers will be open from 12 pm
to 6 pm. See page 28 for more details.

Voting for Writein Candidates

Voting on Ballot
Questions

All polling places will have lists of write-in
candidates posted near the entrance(s). Some
may also have the list posted
on the privacy walls
of the voting booths.
Voters should check
the lists for the
correct spelling of
the write-in candidate’s name and for
candidates who registered late and whose
names may not be found
elsewhere.

Questions are lengthy and complex.
Discussions, as well as pros and cons for
each ballot question, are found in the Voters’
Guide. Reading and marking your ballot prior
to going into the booth to vote will help you
navigate the questions more quickly. This
is important because the voting machines
will go into a “time-out” mode after 2.5 minutes, requiring retrieval of your ballot by an
elections official. When perusing the ballot,
remember to tap the “continue” or “reset”
button on your machine to keep it from timing
out. You will get a warning at the two-minute
inactivity level.
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About the
League of Women Voters
and the Voters’ Guide
The League of Women Voters of the United States is a nonpartisan organization
that works to promote political responsibility through the active participation of citizens in their government. The League does not support or oppose any political
party or candidate.
The League of Women Voters of Kent County fosters education in citizenship,
promotes public discussion and supports needed legislation. Membership is open
to all citizens, men and women, 18 years of age and older. For further information,
contact the League of Women Voters of Kent County via the web page
www.kent.lwvmd.org; by telephone, 410-810-1883; or by mail at P.O. Box 374,
Chestertown, MD 21620.
The League of Women Voters of Queen Anne’s County was formed in 2003 to
accomplish the League’s mission in our county. Our activities include publishing the
Voters’ Guides for primary and general elections, registering voters, sponsoring
candidate forums on the local town and county level, and cosponsoring candidate
forums at the congressional level with other Leagues and organizations. We welcome as members people who care about what happens in Queen Anne’s County
and Maryland. If you are a US citizen, at least 18 years old, female OR male, you are
eligible to join the League. For more information, please contact us at LWVQAC,
P.O. Box 341, Centreville, MD 21617 or LWVQAC@gmail.com.
The League of Women Voters of the Mid-Shore covers Caroline, Dorchester,
and Talbot Counties and promotes political responsibility and active participation in
the affairs of government. The League observes, monitors, studies, discusses, educates, lobbies, and testifies on issues of local, state, and national import. Together
with our state, national, and local Leagues, we constitute a unique volunteer, nonpartisan, grassroots organization whose objective is to MAKE DEMOCRACY WORK.
For
more
information,
contact
LWVMS
via
the
web
page:
www.midshore.lwvmd.org; by telephone 410-822-7238, or by mail at P.O. Box 1724,
Easton, MD 21601.
LWVMS recognizes its special donors : Jennifer Stanley; Lodge 1622, BPO Elks;
and Shaw’s, Inc.

About this Voters’ Guide
This Voter’s Guide is published by the League of Women Voters Education Fund, and
covers Caroline, Dorchester, Kent, Queen Anne’s and Talbot counties’ candidates.
The local Leagues are described above. The League has a long tradition of publishing the verbatim responses of candidates to questions important to voters. The
League offers this Voters’ Guide to assist citizens in their decision making process as
they prepare for participation in the 2012 Presidential General elections.
The League of Women Voters does not support or oppose any candidate or political
party. This guide is for the benefit of individual voters and should not be marked by
others for organizations or individual voters. Material from the guide may not be
reproduced in whole or in part without permission of the League of Women Voters.

DISCLAIMER: All statements and videos are posted directly by
the candidate, unedited by the League of Women Voters and
do not express the views of the League. The League never
supports or opposes candidates or political parties.
This information is provided by the League of Women Voters
of Maryland (lwvmd.org). For printable Voters’ Guide, visit
http://www.lwvmd.org/n/vote3/vg
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Federal Offices U.S. President
Duties: The President is the head of state
of the United States of America and is the
Chief Executive Officer and is the
Commander in Chief of all military forces.
The powers of the President are described
in the Constitution and federal law. The
President appoints the members of the
Cabinet, ambassadors to other nations and
the United Nations, Supreme Court
Justices and federal judges, subject to
Senate approval. The President, along with
the Cabinet and its agencies, is responsible
for carrying out and enforcing the laws of
the United States. The President may also
recommend legislation to the United States
Congress.
How Elected: Every four years, political
parties nominate candidates to run for
President of the United States in a general
election that is held on the first Tuesday
after the first Monday in November. The
popular vote for President and Vice
President within each state determines how
the members of the Electoral College may
vote. There are 538 members in the
Electoral College, with 270 votes required
to
win
the
Presidency.
See
http://www.lwv.org/files/ElectingThePres
ident.pdf for more details.
Term: Four years. Limit of two terms.
Base Salar y: $400,000 per year.
Note: All candidates who meet these three
criteria were invited to participate in this
guide.
1.The candidate must have made a public
announcement of her/his intention to run
for President;
2.The candidate must qualify for the ballot
in enough states to win a majority of electoral votes; and,
3.The candidate must meet the
Presidential Election Campaign Fund Act’s
minimum contribution threshold requirements for qualifying for matching funds,
based on the most recent data publicly
available on the FEC website.
All qualified presidential candidates were
invited to provide biographical information
and responses to six specific questions.
Responses were limited to a specific number of characters and were truncated thereafter. If a candidate did not respond by the
date of publication, “Candidate has not
responded.” is printed.
Questions
1.Goals - Please identify your top three
goals if elected.
2.Economy - In this time of high unemployment, what are the most important
things that should be done to improve our
nation’s economy?
3.Education - How can the federal government, in collaboration with other levels of
government, provide an equitable, quality
public education for all children pre-K
through grade 12?
4.Deficit - Please explain why you do or do

not support cutting Medicare and Social
Security to address the federal deficit.
5.Campaign Finance - Please explain
why you do or do not support requiring
timely and full disclosure of all political
expenditures in federal campaigns.
6.Environment Please explain why you
do or do not support the Environmental
Protection Agencies’ efforts to enforce
strong clean air and clean water standards
in America.

Candidates
Vote for no more than 1 pair of candidates.

Barack Obama and Joe Biden (Dem)
Website: www.barackobama.com
Goals: As a nation, our challenges can by
met by rebuilding the middle class and our
economy on a stronger foundation. I have laid
out a set of concrete goals on manufacturing,
energy, education, national security, and the
deficit that will create jobs, expand opportunity, and create an economy build to last.
Economy: When I took office we were losing private sector jobs at a rate of nearly
800,000 a month. Now we have experienced 30 straight months of private sector
job growth, creating 4.6 million private sector jobs. I have proposed steps to create a
million more jobs by preventing teacher layoffs, putting construction workers back to
work, bringing jobs back from overseas,
and helping small businesses grow.
Education: My administration spurred
46 states to raise standards for teaching and
learning and strengthened Head Start.
Millions of students are paying less for college because we cut student loan subsidies
for banks and doubled scholarships. We will
recruit 100,000 math and science teachers,
train 2 million workers for real jobs through
community colleges, and cut the growth of
tuition in half.
Deficit: Social Security and Medicare are
sacred compacts with seniors who earned
benefits after a lifetime of hard work. I
added eight years to the solvency of
Medicare without cutting benefits by cracking down on waste, fraud, and subsidies to
insurance companies. I have proposed
steps to strengthen Medicare and Social
Security without slashing benefits or subjecting it to the whims of the stock market.
Campaign Finance: Powerful special
interests should not drown out the voices of
the American people. We need to pass the
bipartisan Disclose Act that would establish
the toughest-ever disclosure requirements
for election-related spending. I also support
campaign finance reform, by constitutional
amendment if necessary.
Environment: Nothing is more important than ensuring the air we breathe and
the water we drink is safe. We have broken
decades of gridlock to double fuel mileage

standards, effectively cutting your cost at
the pump in half and reducing air pollution.
And we’ve set standards for new mercury
and other toxic air emissions from power
plants and other sources that combined will
save up to 21,600 lives a year.

Mitt Romney and Paul Ryan (Rep)
Website: www.mittromney.com
Personal Statement: : I am running for
president because I believe in America and
know that our best days are still ahead. I
will make it my priority to create 12 million
new jobs and get our economy going again.
Goals: The first priority of a Romney
Administration will be to create 12 million
new jobs and get our economy going again.
We must get our fiscal house in order.
President Obama has put our nation on an
unsustainable course. As president, Mitt
Romney will set the country on the path to
a balanced budget. And he will ensure we
have a military so strong that no adversary
would want to test it.
Economy: Mitt Romney will get America
back to work by reforming our tax code so
businesses can hire more workers, developing our domestic energy resources to create new jobs here at home, reversing burdensome job-destroying regulations—
including Obamacare, and ensuring
Americans receive education and training
for today’s jobs. His plan will also get spending under control to prevent a debt crisis.
Education: Mitt Romney believes that
this important goal begins with providing
parents with increased choice and information. He has put forth a plan that would
allow federal funding to follow low-income
and special needs students to the school of
their choice. This plan also would support
high quality charter schools in scaling up
and reward states that recruit and retain the
best teachers.
Deficit: Entitlement programs like Social
Security and Medicare are large parts of
the federal budget. Mitt Romney’s plan to
reform these programs will not only protect
the benefits and services of current seniors
and those nearing retirement, but will
strengthen the programs so they are available for future generations.
Campaign Finance: Mitt Romney understands that money can be a corrupting influence in politics. But layers of regulations
have not taken money out of politics; they
have instead created a system of PACs that
are not accountable to the candidates they
support. He believes the best solution is
swift and full disclosure of all donations to
candidates. This allows the American people to hold politicians accountable.
Environment: Mitt Romney is proud of
the environmental progress that we have
made to improve our nation’s air and water
quality and supports continued progress.
However, while our air and water laws have

served us well over the years, he recognizes that they are significantly out of date
and in need of reform.

Gary Johnson and James P. Gray (Lib)
Website: www.garyjohnson2012.com
Personal Statement: After having built a
successful business, I entered public service by asking the people of New Mexico to
give me an opportunity to bring common
sense leadership to the Office of Governor.
I pledged to reduce taxes, reduce the size of
state governme…
Goals: 1. Balance the Federal Budget. 2.
Cut Federal spending by the amount necessary to eliminate deficit spending without
raising taxes. 3. Remove the United States
from unnecessary and costly foreign wars
and interventions, including Afghanistan.
Economy: The Federal Budget must be
brought under control to eliminate the massive deficits that are threatening the economy and our security. Removing the burden
of deficits and debt will restore confidence
and free up capital to permit the economy to
grow. I advocate a consumption tax which
would allow us to eliminate taxes on
income, capital gains and businesses – creating millions of new jobs.
Education: The Federal government cannot and should not try to provide public
education. Decades of increasing federal
interference in education has done little
other than stifle innovation and competition
in public education. Education should be
left to the states, which will permit the types
of innovation and education choices that
will allow us to regain its competitive advantage in global education.
Deficit: It is not possible to preserve
health care programs for future generations, while bringing federal spending
under control and not reducing Medicare.
Not addressing Medicare and Medicaid
spending will result in an insolvent system.
Under a program of block grants, the states
can fashion their own health care programs
for those who need assistance, more effectively than the Federal government.
Campaign Finance: Full and immediate
disclosure and transparency for campaign
contributions and expenditures is the only
effective way to give the American public
confidence in the system and allow them to
make their own decisions regarding the
propriety of how one candidate or another
finances his or her campaigns.
Environment: The Federal government’s
most fundamental role is to protect citizens.
To the extent that fulfilling that role
requires enforcement actions by the EPA,
that enforcement should be reasonable, but
adequate to protect us from harm. The
EPA, however, should not be in the business of managing the environment through
regulations that force decisions that should
be left to the marketplace, such as energy
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Jill Stein and Cheri Honkala (Grn)
Website: www.jillstein.org
Personal Statement: We can’t afford four
more years of Wall Street bailouts and an
economy for the superrich. We must guarantee every individual a job at a living wage,
quality health care, tuition-free education,
Social Security and a healthy climate and
environment.
Goals: I stand for a Green New Deal that
will deliver 1) A recession-proof economy
that provides a job at a living wage for every
American willing and able to work, 2) An
economy based on clean, renewable energy, 3) Replacement of the predatory Wall
Street banks with a public interest banking
system, and 4) A real democracy in which
politicians are accountable to voters not big
money donors.
Economy: My Green New Deal will create 25 million jobs through a nationally
funded but locally controlled direct employment initiative. This will eliminate long
term unemployment by letting workers
simply go to the local employment office
and get a job. It will deliver the most effective stimulus of all: millions of workers with
paychecks.
Education: I will end Washington’s
attempts to promote high stakes testing,
corporatization of public schools, and
destructive union-busting schemes. I will
repeal the misguided No Child and Race to
the Top laws and refocus on creating
schools that prepare students for lifetime
learning: full funding, small class sizes,

teachers that are well trained, respected,
and compensated, and parental involvement.
Deficit: Neither Medicare nor Social
Security will be cut under the Green New
Deal. I will guarantee health care for everyone under a Medicare for All reform that
will save trillions by streamlining the massive, wasteful, health insurance bureaucracy and ending runaway medical inflation. I
will make Social Security permanently solvent by lifting the income cap on the payroll
taxes.
Campaign Finance I support full disclosure of donor identities. But we must do
more to eliminate the poisonous impact of
big money on our democracy. We must
amend our Constitution to prevent corporations from stealing our democratic rights
by claiming the same rights as real people.
We also need to end the buying of elections
by providing clean money funding for candidates that agree to spending limits.
Environment: We cannot afford the
health injuries, natural resource losses, and
ecological disintegration that result from
lax EPA enforcement. I will require EPA to
address new threats to our air, land, water,
and climate from hydrofracking, deepwater
drilling and more. EPA must fully implement the ozone standards that were killed
by the Obama Administration.
Additional information on presidential candidates is available at www.VOTE411.org
As of 18 Sep 2012, the Maryland Board of

Elections lists these people as write-in candidates for the office of the US President on
the Maryland state ballot. These people did
not meet criteria set by the LWV Education
Fund and were not asked questions. People
can file as write-in candidates until the
week before the election, so more names
may be available at the MD Board of
Elections.

Write-In Candidates
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Virgil Goode
Constitution
Ross C. Anderson “Rocky”
Other
Merlin Miller
Other
Leon Leo Ray
Other

US President
Political Affiliation

Michael David Boyles
Unaffiliated

Tiffany Renee Briscoe
Democratic

Theodis (Ted) Brown Sr.
Unaffiliated

Dennis Knill
Democratic

Paul Chehade
Unaffiliated

Matthew Lydick
Republican

David M. Crosby
Unaffiliated

Barbara A. Prokopich
Republican

Fred Donald Dickson Jr.
Unaffiliated

Santa Claus
Independent

Robert William Dietz
Unaffiliated

Richard Duncan
Independent

Nelson Keyton
Unaffiliated

James Clymer
Constitution

Cecil James Roth
Unaffiliated

League of Women Voters General Election Voters’ Guide

6

Federal Offices U.S. Senator
Duties: Senators share the responsibility
with Representatives for enactment of the
nation’s laws as provided for in the U.S.
Constitution. They may also conduct investigations on issues of national importance.
The Senate is charged with ratifying
treaties established by the President and
confirms Presidential appointments of
Cabinet members, federal judges and foreign ambassadors.
How Elected: The Senate consists of 100
members, two from each state. They are
elected by a state at large and serve for 6
years. One-third of the Senate is up for election every two years. A Senator must be at
least 30 years of age and must have been a
citizen of the United States for at least 9
years.
Term: Six years
Base Salar y: $174,000
This information is provided by the
League of Women Voters of Mar yland
(lwvmd.org).
Questions
1. QUALIFICATIONS: What are your qualifications/experience for this office?
2. NATIONAL ECONOMY: What, if anything, should the federal government do to
strengthen the national economy and create jobs?
3. FEDERAL BUDGET: What are your
views on addressing the federal deficit and
producing revenue?
4. HEALTH CARE: What is your position
on the Affordable Health Care for America
Act?
5. IMMIGRATION: What changes, if any,
do you support to immigration policy?
6. ENVIRONMENT: What, if anything,
should the federal government do to slow
down the rate of climate change?
7. EFFECTIVE GOVERNMENT: What
will you do to reach beyond partisan dogma
to resolve issues?
8. PRIORITIES: What are your legislative
priorities?

Candidates
Vote for no more than 1.

Ben Cardin (Dem)
Website: www.bencardin.com
1. QUALIFICATIONS: U.S. Senator
2007-present; Member of U.S. House of
Representatives, 1986-2007; Speaker,
Maryland House of Delegates, 1979-1986; I
have been a leading voice in Congress on
health care, retirement security, the environment and fiscal issues.
2. NATIONAL ECONOMY: The federal
govt has to invest in programs that boost
job creation & help small business while
still protecting/supporting our children,
seniors, clean air/water, & important values
we hold dear. We need a credible, balanced

plan to control our debt while investing in
modernizing our transportation, energy &
water systems. We also need to invest in
education so our workers can out-compete
anyone.
3. FEDERAL BUDGET: Key to restoring
our fiscal health is putting people back to
work. Working Americans rely less on govt
services, they buy more –which helps the
economy–and they pay taxes. We need to
grow the Middle Class. We need a balanced
approach to control our budget. It requires
sensible cuts in govt spending coupled with
tax fairness, closing loopholes & having
millionaires/billionaires pay a fair share.
4. HEALTH CARE: I am proud that quality health care now is a right & not a privilege for all Americans. I strongly supported
the Affordable Care Act. I authored provisions to guarantee children’s dental care,
expand preventive services for seniors &
establish NIH’s Minority Health Institute.
Americans are now protected from private
insurance companies’ abusive practices and
have more affordable health insurance.
5. IMMIGRATION: Our nation has a
proud immigration history. But our immigration & border security system is broken
& must be fixed. We must secure our borders. Then we must find a way for illegal
immigrants to come forward & correct
their status without amnesty. I am a
DREAM Act cosponsor. It’s a compassionate bill recognizing that innocent children
should have an opportunity to help build &
defend our nation.
6. ENVIRONMENT: I support a comprehensive bill on climate change to protect
the environment from the negative effects
of greenhouse gas pollution, put an end to
our reliance on foreign oil, create jobs, and
improve national security. I was an original
cosponsor of comprehensive climate
change legislation that would promote
major job growth in new energy while dramatically reducing destructive air pollution.
7. EFFECTIVE GOVERNMENT: I stand
up for my Democratic values, but I still
believe that we can come together to find
common ground on issues that impact our
economy, health, environment and national
security. I have a successful record working
across party lines and will continue to reach
out to Republican lawmakers on issues
including help our military, mountaintop
removal mining, foreign policy, budget,
tax/retirement.
8. PRIORITIES: My highest priority is
more jobs for Maryland & protecting the
jobs we have. Our economy is improving
slowly, but there are too many Marylanders
still struggling. We can get more Americans
working again by investing in America. I
also will protect health care reform, invest
in small business, protect Social
Security/Medicare, reduce our dependence on foreign oil & work for clean water
for all.

Daniel John Bongino (Rep)
Website: www.bongino.com
1. QUALIFICATIONS: As a former
Secret Service Agent, I was one of the lead
security representatives for Presidential visits. I designed training programs for the
Service on investigative tactics and led the
investigation breaking the largest fraud
ring in Maryland’s history. I own three
small businesses and have graduate
degrees in Psychology and Business. Most
importantly, I’m a husband and father to
two girls.
2. NATIONAL ECONOMY: Government
must refocus its efforts and pursue a business climate that is favorable for job creation and investment. We need to streamline, flatten and broaden the tax code.
Eliminate deductions and lower corporate
and capital gains tax rates to encourage
investment to create quality jobs.
Government needs to stop impeding the
American spirit by encouraging and not
punishing success.
3. FEDERAL BUDGET: The government is not suffering from a lack of tax
receipts, it’s lacking the discipline to do the
work necessar y to eliminate wasteful
spending. Contributing to this problem is
the deep roster of career bureaucrats who
are bound to their donors and the earmarks
that curry their favor. We must elect fresh,
new voices to government who are willing
to make the tough decisions necessary for
change.
4. HEALTH CARE: Inserting government bureaucrats between you and your
doctor while at the same time increasing
the cost of insurance coverage is a bad idea.
These factors combined with a loss of freedom and liberty through the individual
mandate is not the answer to fixing our
healthcare system.
5. IMMIGRATION: We must re-evaluate
the current chain migration and diversity
visa based system so that we can attract the
world’s best and brightest minds. We must
enforce our immigration laws and avoid
rewarding illegal behavior. We will welcome
immigrants with open arms, but they must
follow the established laws and procedures.
6. ENVIRONMENT: Protecting and
developing our environment and natural
resources must be a priority. The climate is
changing as it always has. There is currently no broad-standing consensus on the factors causing climate variability. We must
consider the cost any actions have on job
opportunities for our lower income workers
and small businesses before act hastily to
solve a problem without a verifiable cause.
7. EFFECTIVE GOVERNMENT: I’m
running to give real representation to the
working Marylanders. I am not a member
of a privileged political class that speaks for
“the common man” only after the phrases
have been poll tested. I know first hand the
feeling of hunger and the value of a few

extra dollars, through reduced tax rates, in
a paycheck. I will be guided by these principles in my efforts to bring change to government.
8. PRIORITIES: Quality job production
must be at the forefront of any legislative
agenda. Real tax reform, domestic energy
production, regulatory reform, a balanced
budget amendment and the re-fortification
of a robust, prosperous economy will be my
guiding principles.

Dean Ahmad (Lib)
Website: www.ahmadforussenate.info/
1. QUALIFICATIONS: 46 years political
activism including Chair of MD Libertarian
Party (LP), secretary of the LP-US and 5time member of LP Platform Committee;
civic activist for 30 years including two-term
president of the Montgomer y Civic
Federation; 20 years as policy expert
including president of the Minaret of
Freedom Institute; taught university courses on political science, development, and
social change.
2. NATIONAL ECONOMY: Short-term:
End all intervention into the economy. This
would include the actions of the Federal
Reserve which have been hidden from
view. Congress needs to restore the integrity of our dollar. Medium term: Replace
taxes on production with taxes on location
value of land. Long-term: A serious program to end the deficit and reduce the federal debt by replacing economic intrusion
with competition.
3. FEDERAL BUDGET: Ending funding
of the current undeclared wars; immediately stop all corporate welfare; rapidly phase
out any government program that does not
serve the purposes of maintaining federal
courts or national defense against us or an
ally we are treaty-bound to defend, and turn
them over to civil society institutions, business, and/or the state and local governments as is appropriate.
4. HEALTH CARE: I would repeal it. The
AHCA foolishly tries to solve problems
caused by federal intervention into the
health care system with yet more federal
intervention. Instead we should replace the
current system with one that empowers the
health consumer and repeal all federal laws
that prevent doctors from giving free care
to the needy and all restraints on interstate
competition in health insurance.
5. IMMIGRATION: Our system of immigration puts unnecessary obstacles in the
way of persons trying to come here to earn
an honest living thus giving incentives to
maintain an undocumented status. I would
replace this cumbersome immigration
process with a simpler one that will allow
any foreigner without criminal history or
intentions with a simple, transparent path to
guest worker status and/or citizenship.
6. ENVIRONMENT: The entire current
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I would replace it with a new system of
zero-tolerance that would make those who
damage the environment 100% liable for the
damage they demonstrably cause. This
would require taking away the liability limitations corporations now hide behind when
they seek private profit at public expense.
7. EFFECTIVE GOVERNMENT: As a
Libertarian, I would be beholden to neither
of the two political parties who have
brought us to the current impasse nor to
the special interests respectively supporting those parties. It is imperative that third
parties (Libertarians and others) be included in the process in order to raise the level
of debate, to expand the options under consideration, and to open up the scope of resolutions.
8. PRIORITIES: 1. End the wars. 2.
Restore civil liberties. 3. End the deficit,
reduce the debtm, and restore the integrity
of the dollar. 4. End all corporate welfare.

S. Rob Sobhani (Una)
Website: www.sobhaniformaryland.com
1. QUALIFICATIONS: I am qualified
based on my solution-oriented work in the
private sector. Running my own business
has taught me valuable lessons on how to
grow and continuously compete in a
dynamic market. In my own business experience, I have already accomplished what I
am advocating. I would bring a new perspective on how some of our country’s
problems can be solved.
2. NATIONAL
ECONOMY: For
Maryland, I’ve proposed five major privatesector funded initiatives aimed at bringing
over $5 billion of investment into the state,
and creating over 100,000 jobs. This would
be done through a wide array of development projects. I believe my plan for
Maryland can serve as a guideline to other
states on how they can turn their fortunes,
and it is time to make Maryland a model for
America.
3. FEDERAL BUDGET: Government
programs will need to be cut in order to
limit expenditures. Running continuous
deficits is putting us at risk of economic collapse. I support action to rein in spending,
but not across-the-board cuts which would
prove detrimental to our goals, or marginalize social safety nets. Ever y federal
agency’s budget must be reviewed, and our
public sector must be efficient with less
funding.
4. HEALTH CARE: The AHCA addresses
some important deficiencies in the health
care system, but doesn’t sufficiently tackle
the underlying problem Americans face in
terms of health coverage, affordable access
to quality care. We need to take market
mechanisms into a more thoughtful
account so they, and not the government,
offer solutions that are affordable. That
means a reform of our health care industry.
5. IMMIGRATION: Existing laws against
illegal entry into the country must begin
being enforced. Additionally, working to

development, privatization. Big cut: unnecessary spending; all agencies, personnel,
equipment; defense, military, wars, homeland security. Redirect resources for social
needs; not give-away
4. HEALTH CARE: Support single-payer
healthcare by government, affordable
health care. Prosecute/eliminate “MURDER- FRAUD- CRIME- INJUSTICE NETWORKS”, private-public, 3 branches; health
ser vices occupations, law enforcement;
with threat, coercion, victimization/deprivation of rights, resources (private, public),
document; unjust damage/injury (physical,
mental, financial), medication; unlawful
arrest, bond/ bail
5. IMMIGRATION: SUPPORT: Comprehensive immigration reform. Promote
humanity, productivity, justice, peace.
Protect people, families, environment.
Prosecute/eliminate “official misconductfraud- crime- networks” operation, unjust
practices,
victimization,
deprivation,
destruction; threat, coercion; unjust arrest,
detention, torture; defamation, propaganda;
false records, concealment, destruction;
abuses:law,power
6. ENVIRONMENT: End: dependence
/subsidies for fossil fuels, nuclear energy,
offshore oil drilling, spills. Improve regulation/oversight on energy related activities.
Implement the Clean Air Act. Protect public
health, environment. Curb carbon pollution. Invest in clean renewable energy, efficiency technology, infrastructure development.
7.
EFFECTIVE
GOVERNMENT:
Prosecute/elim-inate “MURDER-fraudcrime- injustice networks” operation, unjust
practices, false/misleading statements;
abuse, deprivation. Promote public interest,
Lih Young (Write-In) (Dem)
productivity, priorities, cost-benefit, check
Website: vote-md.org/intro.aspx?id=mdy- and balance. Legislation/ proposals:
ounglih
resources for priorities/social needs;: sim1. QUALIFICATIONS: Reformer, advo- ple, easy to understand; rigorous
cate, activist; promoting fairness, freedom, review/discussion by objective professionjustice, peace; accountability, cost-effectiveness; identified “socio- political- electionmedia- budget- legislation- system problems” local- global; testify, recommend to
officials, law enforcement, 3 branches. TV
producer, speaker: numerous programs.
Expertise, commitment: intensive/extensive/diversified civic/political services.
2. NATIONAL ECONOMY: Prosecute/
eliminate “MURDER- FRAUD- CRIMEINJUSTICE NETWORKS” operation,
unjust/false/misleading practices; privatepublic; 3 branches, local- global, inc. nonprofit. Protect people/families/businesses:
lives, rights, reputation, assets, resources.
Promote productivity, public interest; justification, cost-benefits, priorities, social
needs, budget constraints; rigorous objective review by ac
3. FEDERAL BUDGET: Prosecute/eliminate MURDER- FRAUD- CRIME- INJUSTICE NETWORKS” operation, unjust practices, disservices; abuse/misuse, waste,
official misconduct; false excuses/manipulation, public-private partnership, economic

instill economic growth, and the rule of law
into all nearby nations should be a priority
of ours in foreign affairs. If countries
around us can begin to grow and prosper,
the need for individuals to leave them fade.
Furthermore, I propose making English
our country’s official language.
6. ENVIRONMENT: Our main priority
should be taking advantage of the energy
resources our country already has, while
combining their utilization with environmentally sound initiatives aimed at sustaining our nation’s natural beauty.We need to
make better use of our technological advantages in order to export solar and other
clean energy know-how to other countries
that also have a role to play in climate
change.
7. EFFECTIVE GOVERNMENT: It’s
time to set a new example for the old political establishment. I’m holding myself
accountable for my campaign pledges by
promising not to seek a second term should
I fail to deliver on them. This sets an example I hope others might follow, and if they
do, this will be a big step forward for effective government. My approach is best symbolized by an open door to anyone willing to
work with me.
8. PRIORITIES: My plan for Maryland’s
economic recovery being realized as quickly as possible. Introducing practical legislation to promote job growth and a more positive business environment will be key initiatives that I will lead. Also, tax deductions
for post-secondary tuition that would be
transferrable to employers in the case of
student loan re-payment incentivizing job
growth and education.

7
als; solve problems system-wide, i
8. PRIORITIES: Prosecute/eliminate
“MURDER- FRAUD- CRIME- INJUSTICE
NETWORKS”= “cruel tyranny”= “robbery
machine”= “ROBBER-ISM”= “super classes
of crimes, parasites, welfares”: public-private; 3 branches; Improve quality, competition, accountability, public interest, “check
and balance”; objective examinations, evaluations.
Televise
issue/candidate
forum/debate;
disseminate/maintain
meaningful information, archi

Mary Podlesak (Write-in) (Rep)
No response received by deadline.

Brandy Baker (Write-In) (Una)
No response received by deadline.

Ed Tinus (Write-In) (Una)
Website: www.united-us.org
1. QUALIFICATIONS: Please go to united-us.org
2. NATIONAL ECONOMY: please go to
united-us.org
3. FEDERAL BUDGET: The federal government has enough revenue to operate
effectively.If they were regulated with
spending properly. united-us.org
4. HEALTH CARE: The federal governments jurisdiction of power does not pertain to domestic concerns. Health care is of
the States jurisdiction to process.
5. IMMIGRATION: Please go to unitedus.org
6. ENVIRONMENT: Please go to unitedus.org
7. EFFECTIVE GOVERNMENT: Create
change to make parties in effective. Please
go to united-us.org
8. PRIORITIES: One subject for each bill
that is written clearly for all to understand.
Please go to united-us.org

In this Voters’ Guide, Offices and
Candidates are listed in Ballot Order.
These abbreviations are used.
Dem = Democratic Party
Rep = Republican Party
Lib = Libertarian Party
Grn = Green Party
AE = Americans Elect
Una = Unaffiliated Candidate

League of Women Voters General Election Voters’ Guide

8

US Representative - District 1
Duties: Representatives share responsibility with Senators for enactment of the
nation’s laws as provided for in the U.S.
Constitution. They may also conduct investigations on issues of national importance.
Laws that require payment of taxes are initiated in the House of Representatives.
Representatives have the responsibility for
determining whether a public official
should be tried if accused of a crime.
How Elected: The United States is divided into 435 Congressional districts that are
reapportioned after each decennial census.
All seats in the House of Representatives
are up for election in every even-numbered
year. A Representative must be at least 25
years of age and must have been a citizen
for at least 7 years.
Term: Two years, no term limit.
Base Salar y: $174,000.
This information is provided by the
League of Women Voters of Mar yland
(lwvmd.org).
Questions
1. QUALIFICATIONS: What are your qualifications/experience for this office?
2. NATIONAL ECONOMY: What, if anything, should the federal government do to
strengthen the national economy and create jobs?
3. FEDERAL BUDGET: What are your
views on addressing the federal deficit and
producing revenue?
4. HEALTH CARE: What is your position
on the Affordable Health Care for America
Act?
5. IMMIGRATION: What changes, if any,
do you support to immigration policy?
6. ENVIRONMENT: What, if anything,
should the federal government do to slow
down the rate of climate change?
7. EFFECTIVE GOVERNMENT: What
will you do to reach beyond partisan dogma
to resolve issues?
8. PRIORITIES: What are your legislative
priorities?

Candidates
Vote for no more than 1.

Wendy Rosen (Dem) - WITHDRAWN
Website: www.wendyrosen.com

Andy Harris (Rep)
Website: www.andyharris.com/
1. QUALIFICATIONS: Navy veteran,
practicing physician for 32 years, father of
five, grandfather
2. NATIONAL ECONOMY: Solve the
chronic deficit problem, freeze new federal
regulations, stop punishing businesses and
successful job creators
3. FEDERAL BUDGET: Balanced budget amendment, tax reform that simplifies

the tax code
4. HEALTH CARE: Repeal Obamacare
before it further bankrupts the country and
ruins our health care
5. IMMIGRATION: Enforce current law,
make sure that adequate number of temporary worker visas are issued to meet our
needs
6. ENVIRONMENT: We cannot afford to
spend anything, or harm our economy, to
pursue climate change
7.
EFFECTIVE
GOVERNMENT:
Common sense is not partisan - we need to
balance our budget, and hopefully both parties agree
8. PRIORITIES: Reduce regulations, simplify the tax code and eliminate loopholes,
pass a balanced budget amendment, pass a
term limits amendment

Muir Wayne Boda (Lib)
Website: boda4congress.net
1. QUALIFICATIONS: I draw my qualification from the fact that for too long our
Government has drifted away from it’s limited Constitutional responsibilities. Congress
has constantly violated the Constitution with
numerous pieces of legislation, thus disqualifying themselves. My commitment is to the
Constitution and I vow to oppose all legislation not granted to congress and the government in the Constitution.
2. NATIONAL ECONOMY: The more
that the federal government attempts to fix
the economy, generally very few benefit and
often times it creates more problems than it
fixes. Reforming our tax system to a flat rate
consumption tax, eliminating all payroll
taxes combined with reducing and eliminating burdensome regulations is a good start.
Next, I propose ending the Federal Reserve
and restoring gold as legal currency.
3. FEDERAL BUDGET: The budget must
be balanced. It is immoral for a government
to spend more money than it takes in and
leave the bill to future generations. The federal government does not have a revenue
problem, it has a spending problem.
Immediately reducing federal spending by
43%, reduce the debt then maintain spending levels below revenue levels.
4. HEALTH CARE: AHCAA needs to be
repealed. Government has meddled for too
long in healthcare and driven up costs.
Allow the free market to work and let decisions be made between the patient and the
doctor. Individuals should not be forced to
participate in programs or be forced to purchase products they do not wish to have.
5. IMMIGRATION: The Work Visa program should be reformed to allow the market to determine how many enter the country to work based on available work. Once
the program is in place, allow existing
undocumented workers to participate, pay
back taxes however a path to citizenship
would not be allowed through this program.

6. ENVIRONMENT: There are competing, inconclusive studies on whether man
has contributed as much to climate change
as is alleged by some. The free market will
and has demanded better fuel efficiency
coupled with technological advances in the
automotive industry. Government regulations often hinder progress and drive up
prices. America has lead on cleaner energy,
much of the current problems are with
China.
7. EFFECTIVE GOVERNMENT: First
and foremost, working to keep the Federal
Government within it’s Constitutional limits is
not partisan dogma, it is the law. Republicans
and Democrats have systematically worked
against the Constitution for years by passing
the Patriot Act, the NDAA, leading us into UnConstitutional wars and nation building and
forcing through failed policies of corporate
bailouts at taxpayer expense.
8. PRIORITIES: Reform Social Security –
Allowing Individuals the choice to opt out or
contribute to their own account. Eliminate
duplicated agencies at the federal level that
currently exist at the state level. Balance the
budget by reducing spending by 43%. End
all wars and end all foreign aid. Oppose any
legislation that is not Constitutionally
authorized.

John James LaFerla (Dem)(Write-In)
Website: www.johnlaferla.com
1. QUALIFICATIONS: I have been caring for women and families for 40 years.
Over that time I have been a researcher,
teacher, administrator and have delivered
about 5,000 babies. I am a grandfather, and
a small business owner. My endorsements
include the American College of
Obstetricians and Gynecologists, NARAL,
Planned Parenthood, Maryland Democratic
Party, and former MD-1 Republican
Congressman Wayne Gilchrest.
2. NATIONAL ECONOMY: Jobs are created and the economy grows when people
have the financial power to purchase products, thus inducing demand for goods and
services. To do this most effectively, we
need to invest in infrastructure projects,
and support our teachers, firemen, police,
and local health departments. We need to
help struggling homeowners to avoid foreclosures and to get relief from burdensome
interest rates
3. FEDERAL BUDGET: The growth of
national debt is of concern, but austerity is
not what is needed in the short term — our
first priority must be reducing unemployment. The deficit must eventually be
reduced but too much emphasis on spending cuts is unwise until the economy has
further recovered from the worst recession
in 70 years.
4. HEALTH CARE: As a practicing physician I see patients every day — some of
whom “fall between the cracks” — not poor

enough to qualify for Medical Assistance,
but not earning enough to afford private
health insurance. The Affordable Health
Care for America Act is a tremendous step
forward for our country. Is it perfect? No.
However, working together we can make it
better.
5. IMMIGRATION: Almost everyone can
trace ancestry to other countries. We who
were born here are lucky to be automatically citizens. Meanwhile many born elsewhere
arrive on our shores legally or otherwise.
America prides itself on being a melting pot
of diverse cultures, so we need to improve
immigration laws to welcome new citizens
and also to reduce illegal immigration.
6. ENVIRONMENT: Understanding and
dealing with the effects of human activity
on global climate is a critical challenge facing citizens all over the world. Americans in
general have a larger “carbon footprint”
than people of other countries, so we obviously have room for improvement. We need
to support research, development, and
implementation of clean energy sources
such as solar, wind, tidal, and geothermal.
7. EFFECTIVE GOVERNMENT: The
first step is to stop demonizing members of
opposing political parties, but instead to
treat everyone with dignity and respect.
Next I would urge specific changes in legislative process to make it more effective:
consider open rather than closed primaries,
change redistricting to computer-guided or
non-partisan models, and streamline arcane
rules (like filibuster) that stymie progress.
8. PRIORITIES: Many issues deserve
high priority. Job enhancement by providing capital to the middle class can be done
in many ways. I would protect Social
Security by raising the cap, and work within the Health care Affordability Act to
reduce costs and preserve Medicare. We
need to find a way to help homeowners who
are “under water” to curb foreclosures. All
while protecting the Chesapeake.

Michael Calpino (Una) (Write-In)
Website: electmike.webs.com
1. QUALIFICATIONS: First, I meet the
constitutional requirements of age and citizenship. I have been educated through the
master’s level but most importantly, I live in
the real world, not the bubble politicians
live in. I see the destructive effects of
Washington’s policies every day, I live it just
as you do. I want to bring that perspective to
Washington.
2. NATIONAL ECONOMY: The government cannot create jobs! It can only take
from the economy and make real job creation harder. The only way to create jobs is
to downsize government drastically, get it
out of the way. Fewer regulations, fewer
taxes and the elimination of the Federal
Reserve Bank will grow this economy like
nothing we have seen in decades.
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3. FEDERAL BUDGET: There is no
reason to be running a deficit when the
government already steals over two trillion dollars from hard working
Americans. The government doesn’t need
more revenue, it needs to do much, much,
less. Only by rejecting the idea that plunder is a statutory entitlement and it is government’s job to redistribute wealth will
we get a government limited to its constitutional, moral parameters.
4. HEALTH CARE: The idea that the
government can (A) steal from one citizen
to give to another for any reason, including health care and (B) that government
should have any say in what I do with my
body and how I treat it is immoral.
Government’s role in health care has
been a disaster, has resulted in skyrocket-

ing costs, limited availability and
Obamacare will make it immeasurably
worse.
5. IMMIGRATION: Without borders,
sovereignty has no meaning. Our current
immigration policy, under both parties, is
a disaster. It is destructive financially and
culturally. We need to close the southern
border, put a hold on immigration from
third world countries, stop immigration
from muslim countries and concentrate
on Americans for a change.
6. ENVIRONMENT: Man-made climate
change is a proven hoax and is simply a
tool for statists and communists to exert
control over every aspect of our lives.
America is one of the most environrnentally responsible place on earth and it is
because of our wealth and desire for a

good standard of living. Government meddling is simply theft at best and destructive at worst.
7. EFFECTIVE GOVERNMENT: As an
independent, I am beholden to no one. I
bend to no party strong arm tactics or special interests. I am interested in only one
thing; restoring the liberty of my constituents and enabling them to pursue
their dreams without the government’s
heavy hand directing and stealing from
them.
8. PRIORITIES: My priorities are simple, there is only one. To repeal every government program, agency, entitlement
and bureau that is not directly involved in
the only moral and constitutional role of
the Federal Government-the protection of
individual liberty.
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Douglas Dryden Rae (Una) (Write-In)
1. QUALIFICATIONS: No response
received by deadline.
2. NATIONAL ECONOMY: No response
received by deadline.
3. FEDERAL BUDGET: No response
received by deadline.
4. HEALTH CARE: No response
received by deadline.
5. IMMIGRATION: No response
received by deadline.
6. ENVIRONMENT: No response
received by deadline.
7. EFFECTIVE GOVERNMENT: No
response received by deadline.
8. PRIORITIES: No response received by
deadline.

State Office Appellate Court
Court of Special
Appeals At-Large
The Court of Special Appeals is the second highest court in Mar yland. It is composed of thirteen judges. Seven judges
represent the seven appellate judicial circuits. The remaining six judges are atlarge appointments.
Appointment and Retention: When
there is a vacancy, the Governor, with
the advice and consent of the Senate,
appoints a person duly qualified to fill the

office. Once appointed, the judge holds
the office until the next general election
occurring one year after the vacancy. At
that time, the judge runs for continuance
in office. The judge then runs for continuance ever y ten years thereafter.
Vote to continue in office: YES or NO
Questions
1. QUALIFICATIONS: What are your
qualifications/experience for this office?
2. JUDICIAL SYSTEM NEEDS: What is
the area of greatest need in the
Mar yland judicial system?

3. LEGAL NEEDS: What can be done to Baltimore City.
provide individuals with wider and better 2. JUDICIAL SYSTEM NEEDS:
access to legal help and the legal sys- Improving the perception of the
Judiciar y and adequate resources to
tem?
enable full and fair access for all the citizens of Mar yland.
Candidates
3. LEGAL NEEDS: The Cour t of
Stuart R. Berger
Special Appeals recently produced “A
1. QUALIFICATIONS: I have ser ved Guide for Self-Representation” so that
on the Court of Special Appeals since people who cannot afford counsel have
Januar y, 2012. Previously, I was a trial the benefit of a guide to the practices and
judge for 13 years, handling all types of procedures of the Cour t of Special
cases before the Circuit Cour t for Appeals.
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County Boards of Education
Caroline County
Board of Education

to ensure that we are not paying consultants
to perform duties that our staff should be
trained to provide.
4. ROLE: It will be my role to approve curriculum that is challenging to all students
and question if the central office staff have
applied for all state and federal grants that
will provide the best technology at all grades
levels. These two steps will prepare our students for both college/technical schools and
the workforce.

HOW ELECTED: Beginning in 2012, three
members will be elected from newly created
Board of Education Districts, and two will be
appointed for four year terms by the
Governor. Terms will be four years for the
two elected candidates with highest number
of votes; and two years for the elected member receiving the least number of votes.
Following initial election, terms will be staggered. Two student members will also serve Marty J. Gangemi
on the Board. For additional information on
election of Board members and terms of 1. QUALIFICATIONS: I consider my conoffice go to: http://mlis.state.md.us/ cerns for the future of Caroline County, the
State of Maryland and the United States of
2009/rsbills/sb/sb0964e.pdf .
America as my qualifications.
2. PRIORITIES: Education begins at
Questions
1. QUALIFICATIONS: What are your qual- home, getting parents involved. Mom and
Dad must show interest in their child, before
ifications/experience for this office?
2. PRIORITIES: What are the biggest chal- their child enters school and during their
lenges facing Caroline County’s education school years.
system? What do you hope to accomplish if 3. BUDGET: I want our children to have
the BEST education available. We must have
elected?
3. BUDGET: Within the limits posed by our children ready for global competition.
Maintenance-of-Effort and other budgetary Money should be spent on students who
constraints, what cuts or changes should be want an education.
explored in order to deliver the best educa- 4. ROLE: During these most difficult economic times, many families are unable to
tional services?
4. ROLE: What is your role in working with send their children to college. Our schools
the school system to attain educational must offer more vocational career classes,
excellence for both college-bound students having student graduating from High School
and those who go directly into the work- with a career profession. BRIGHTER STUDENTS make for a BRIGHTER AMERICA.
force?

Candidates - District 1
Vote for no more than 1.

Candidates - District 2
Vote for no more than 1.

Louise M. Cheek

Jack Cole

1. QUALIFICATIONS: I am a retired
teacher/administrator. I have 27 years of
experience in the Caroline County Public
Schools system. During this time, I have
helped to establish a school’s budget,
worked with a variety of school personnel
and community residents/leaders, participated in PTAs as a parent, teacher and
administrator, helped to develop school curriculum and observed/evaluated teachers.
2. PRIORITIES: The biggest challenge is
keeping our school system functioning at it’s
very best while working with increasing
budget cuts each year. If elected, I will be the
eyes, ears and voice for the school community; and I will attempt to find ways to improve
curriculum and technology,as well as, keep
class sizes small without cutting teacher
salaries or teaching positions.
3. BUDGET: We need to see if our administrative/superintendent salaries are in line
with teacher salaries when compared to
other county school systems. We need to
look at the most cost effective way to transport our children to school and other events,
as well as, our staff to meetings and we need

1. QUALIFICATIONS: Spending several
years in county government gave me an
excellent view of the operations of the
Caroline County Public Schools. Recent
experience as a substitute teacher in that
system has fine-tuned that view. Many feel
that the current “good will” that exists
between the schools and local government
began on my watch. I feel fortunate to have
played a small role.
2. PRIORITIES: Attracting and retaining
excellent teachers will always be Caroline’s
number one priority. One of our elementary
schools lost four very special educators last
year with combined experience totalling
over one hundred and forty years. That happens at the end of each school year. What a
challenge !
3. BUDGET: Caroline County Public
Schools do a lot with a little. Per pupil expenditures are always at or near the lowest in the
State of Maryland. Encouraging continuing
to seek grants and other funding streams is
critical. Past efforts have done much to augment State and County funding.
4. ROLE: We must make certain that our

efforts reward those who concentrate their
energy in support of the classroom teacher.
CCPS has demonstrated a unique ability to
develop offerings for the college bound and
those seeking a trade. Assuring that we can
continue and hopefully enhance these offerings will continue to be a top priority.

C. Tolbert Rowe
1. QUALIFICATIONS: I previously
served on the Caroline County Board of
Education from 1999 to 2009 and served as
President for 3 years. I have 2 adult children
who graduated in 2007 and 2008, one with
special needs. I completed the Maryland
Association of Boards of Education graduate
leadership program where I was able to
learn from and share experiences and issues
with fellow Board members throughout the
state.
2. PRIORITIES: Biggest Challenge is
maintaining funding levels in a time of diminishing revenue while focusing on salaries
and benefits to retain, recruit and reward
staff at all levels. Also, adjust system priorities to respond to an ever changing accountability model. I would hope to maintain an air
of cooperation and collaboration with all
employee groups so as team we can all succeed in educating our children
3. BUDGET: Funding of education from
the State and National levels needs to change
from a punitive standpoint to a rewarding
one. All local systems should receive a base
funding amount and from a pool of funds
those systems achieving and excelling
should be rewarded. Instead we have a current system that withholds funds from systems that fail to meet goals, thus penalizing
those systems that need extra help
4. ROLE: To work as a member of the educational team in a cooperative and collaborative manner so as to be able to use the talents
of every member of the team, whether a
teacher, administrator, support staff or bus
driver to make the educational experience
tangible and rewarding for every child
regardless of what vocation or career path
they may pursue.

Candidates - District 3
Vote for no more than 1.

George Abner
1. QUALIFICATIONS: I am currently a
board member for the Caroline County
Board of Education, having served for 3
years. Prior to becoming a board member, I
worked actively with the local and County
PTA’s. This afforded me the opportunity to
serve on several committees and become
knowledgeable of the daily operations of the
school system and its financial obligations.
2. PRIORITIES: Our biggest challenge is
keeping up with the 21 century with limited

resources. To be diligent with our revenues
while facing day to day challenges of how to
keep an above standard graduation rate. If
elected to continue, I would be a voice in the
process and hold people accountable for the
education that is expected here in Caroline
County.
3. BUDGET: I would encourage my fellow
board members to explore the latest
advancements in technology that could
enhance our teachers in the classroom.
Finding cost effective measures that will
enable them to better teach and prepare our
students for college and job readiness. Along
with this, I would recommend that we continue to take measures to retain the best staff
for our buildings.
4. ROLE: My responsibility is to ensure
that every student has a level playing field to
achieve his or her education. That every
opportunity to excel is offered to every student, and that every citizen in Caroline
County can feel proud to educate their children here. I would continue to be that goodwill ambassador that promotes hard work
with great rewards.

Jim Newcomb Jr.
1. QUALIFICATIONS: I am qualified
because I have two children in the school
system, sit on several other Bds and actually
sat on this School Bd for 5 yrs. During my
tenure as a Bd member I attended numerous
statewide and national trainings & workshops. In addition I was a member of two
state level committees, the Legislative and
Budget Committees. Historic relationships
locally and statewide will benefit our kids
2. PRIORITIES: I know that some problems parents with High School students
have, is because we are not spending
enough time on the basics. Multiplication,
division, grammar, legible writing are not
given enough time or followed up on before
moving on to Algebra and Essays. If our children’s foundations are not strong, everything they learn in future years will be on a
fragile base.
3. BUDGET: With the School System
being the largest part of the County’s budget
and the State managing its budget deficit by
trickle down, we must work together more
than ever. If there needs to be savings within
the school systems, I believe the state Must
give us some accommodations to work with,
instead of maintaining all of the mandates
and forcing the Counties’ to be the bad guy.
4. ROLE: I see my role as supporting the
administration and staff to make sure that all
students are challenged, learning, disciplined and ready to be a lifetime student and
productive part of society. In addition to providing that support, I also need to help keep
them grounded to what our Community
demands and protect them from federal and
state mandates that do not make sense here
in Caroline County.
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Dorchester County
Board of Education
DUTIES: The Board devotes its major
effort to clarifying and establishing overall
philosophy, goals and objectives for the
school system; to weighing and adopting
policies to 1) guide the general direction
of the school system, 2) appraise results
achieved in relation to the philosophy,
goals and objectives, and 3) to performing
such ministerial functions as required by
law and state regulations. Monthly Board
meetings are announced in advance and
the public may attend and may address
the Board during “Comments from the
Public” times during each meeting.
Policies of the Board are administered by
the Superintendent of Schools and professional staff.
TERM: Four years.
SALARY: $3600 (President); $3200
(Members)
HOW ELECTED: Board members are
elected to four-year terms to represent
the Councilmanic Districts of the county.
Two student members (high school)
ser ve as non-voting members of the
Board.
Questions
1. QUALIFICATIONS: What are your
qualifications/experience for this office?
2. PRIORITIES: What do you hope to
accomplish if elected?
3. IMPORTANT ISSUE: How should the
Board of Education deal with the population of vulnerable adolescents at risk for
not completing the requirements for a
High School diploma? Will the new Tech
School resolve some of these issues?
4. BUDGET: What cuts or expansions
can be explored , if required, in order to
deliver maximum educational ser vices
within monetary constraints imposed by
Maintenance-of-Effort or local funding ?
5. ROLE: What actions do you see as producing the most productive relationship
the community? With parents and families? What accommodations could be
made to ensure more parental involvement; e.g. would changing the times of
Board Meetings work?

several times over two decades under my
former name, Anne Fleming Hurley. I currently serve on the Mid Shore Regional
Council as a Dorchester County representative. I’m a supervisor at Hyatt and run
my own business.
2. PRIORITIES: I need to see more of
what’s going on with the Board; decisions
being made, what’s working, what isn’t.
From there I hope to work with a progressive Board to do what’s best for students
and the schools. Cut wasteful spending,
improve on programs that have a chance
of succeeding. We have to get common
sense back into the process.
3. IMPOR TANT ISSUE: Look at the
problems/programs/help available. Tech
School is under -utilized and available to
all students.
Learning a trade/skill
encourages self esteem and confidence
whether they stay with that skill or try
something else. I worked as a Character
Counts Coach, a great tool to teach
against bullying and encourage good manners and excitement to learn.
4. BUDGET: I’ve been on Boards long
enough to know it’s not just getting a copy
of the budget and knowing what’s going
on. Numbers are pushed around so it’s a
learn-as-you-go experience.
Being
involved in the discussions, asking hard
questions and being realistic in priorities
for what is truly best for the students and
the school. This can’t be answered in the
400 characters allowed in this questionnaire.
5. ROLE: Getting answers to parent,
teacher and student concerns. You have
to let all involved know that you really do
care and you are working in their best
interest. Also, holding strong to a sensible budget and programs. People are on
all kinds of schedules so Board meeting
times will never suit everyone but if they
know they can call a Board member, they
can be assured they will get an answer.

Philip Rice

1. QUALIFICATIONS: I am a former
educator in the Dorchester County system. I have been a general manager and
assistant general manager for several
local businesses. I also was in charge of a
data center for a local bank. My budgetary
Candidates - District 1
experience comes from ser ving as
Vote for no more than 1.
Cambridge’s finance chairman for nine
years. I have been on finance committees
for other local associations as well.
Glenn Levi Bramble
2. PRIORITIES: The ultimate goal is to
No response received by deadline.
have as near to 100% graduation rate for
Dorchester County as is possible. We can
only come close to this by realistically
Candidates - District 3
evaluating each student’s abilities and
Vote for no more than 1.
potential. The parents need to be directly
involved in this assessment and need to
actively suppport their children in the
Anne Pattison Fleming
endeavor.
1. QUALIFICATIONS: Served on the 3. IMPOR TANT ISSUE: We need to
Cambridge Yacht Club Board of have alternative classes for these stuGovernors, the Mid Shore Realtors Board dents. I believe that grouping all students

in a homogeneous manner would allow for
more individualized instruction. These
groups need to be fluid and would result
in more efficient instruction, and reflect in
a better way to the “no child left behind
idea”. To me this means affording a fair
opportunity for all, not that no one should
fail.
4. BUDGET: We need to look very closely at the physical facilities. New buildings
do not ensure a better result. We must
maintain what we have and strive to be on
the edge of technology, but not the bleeding edge. All programs need to be evaluated as well as all positions. I have seen systems of all kinds become top heavy; yet
the solution is normally to reduce the staff
in the field. It does not work.
5. ROLE: Having the Board meetings at
a time when not only parents but also staff
have the best opportunity to attend makes
good common sense. Try to educate the
parents as to the need for their involvement. we need to establish a give and take
relationship with the Educators so as to
meet the ever changing teaching dynamic. WE MUST BE READY TO LISTEN.

Candidates - District 5
Vote for no more than 1.

Phil Bramble
Campaign
Website:
www.facebook.com/Phil4BoardOfEd
1. QUALIFICATIONS: • As current
member I helped to establish the new
Nor th Dorchester Middle School and
Dorchester Career and Technology
Center and reduce the dropout rate 22% •
B.S. in Business Administration • Former
controller for multimillion-dollar company; experienced in cutting waste and
spending wisely • Dorchester native •
Have a vested interest with four grandchildren attending our schools
2. PRIORITIES: • Build a new North
Dorchester High School • Ensure all of
our schools meet federal health standards
• Actively listen and conscientiously
address my constituents’ concerns • Be
our students’ advocate at the local and
state level • Work closely with the superintendent and board staff to provide a
high-quality education for our students at
a reasonable cost
3. IMPOR TANT ISSUE: We have
already made great strides in reducing the
county dropout rate. A Dropout
Prevention Coordinator was hired to work
with at-risk students and keep them in
school. Guidance counselors and parents
are now involved to ensure all students
stay on the path toward graduation. Over
two years we have cut the dropout rate
22% and will aggressively seek to reduce
the number of dropouts further.
4. BUDGET: We are fighting to eliminate unfunded federal and state mandates,
which burden our schools with regula-
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tions without providing the funds they
need to succeed. We are going to use solar
power at some schools to reduce our energy costs. And we are actively seeking
more public-corporate par tnerships to
improve school services without burdening county taxpayers.
5. ROLE: We have restructured our
board meetings so that they alternate: an
evening meeting this month is followed
by a daytime meeting next month. The
superintendent now also holds quarterly
community forums. Parents now have
many more opportunities to speak out
and have their voices heard. I have listened to my constituents’ concerns
throughout my term and pledge to continue doing so.

Thomas M. Gebert
1.
QUALIFICATIONS:
Retired
Dorchester County Teacher. Taught High
School math and science for 13 years,
Vice Principal North Dorchester Middle
School, Principal Maple Elementar y,
Principal Cambridge South Dorchester
High School, Principal North Dorchester
Middle School and Principal Mace’s Lane
Middle School. Presently I am a science
content specialist for a non-profit organization.
2. PRIORITIES: Presently Dorchester
County has some of the lowest scores in
reading and math in the State. If elected I
would make this the highest priority.
Teachers must be provided the tools and
the exper tise to teach the new Core
Standards and the Next Generation
Science Standards. Technology and professional development to help teachers is
the key. If not our test scores will remain
the lowest in the State.
3. IMPOR TANT ISSUE: Worr ying
about students not receiving their High
School diploma in their high school years
is too late. It must start from the very first
day they enter school. Ensuring all students are on or above grade level in reading and math throughout their schooling
is a step in the right direction. The new
Tech School is a wonderful addition to
Dorchester County however it is underutilized.
4. BUDGET: The amount of money in
the budget is not the problem. Dorchester
County per pupil expenditure is above the
State average. How the money is spent is
the key. Fixed expenditures are what they
are but providing monies for proper interventions and for gifted and talented programs will ensure that all students will
receive a quality education. Monitoring of
these expenditures is a must.
5. ROLE: The role of Board of Education
is to be transparent and provide accessibility to all residents. All public Board
meetings should be held in the evening so
all who wish to attend may do so. Parent
representation on all county and school
committees is needed.
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Kent County
Board of Education
TERM: 4 years; no term limits
HOW ELECTED: Members are elected
by all voters in the county
DUTIES: establishes and oversees the
educational policies for the public school
system of the county; decides when and
where schools should be built; establishes
annual budgets for the school system; hires
the Chief Executive Officer (superintendent) to implement public school policies
and programs.
Questions
1. BIOGRAPHY: Please write a brief biography in this space.
2. QUALIFICATIONS: What are your qualifications/experience for this office?
3. PRIORITIES: What do you hope to
accomplish if elected?
4. ISSUES: What do you see as the major
issues facing the Board of Education at the
present time and how would you address
them if elected?

Candidates
Vote for no more than 2.

Nivek Johnson
1. BIOGRAPHY: I am Nivek Johnson.I
was born & raised in Kent County. My
grandmother is Sarah Johnson-Brown
Former School Board Member. I attended
Henr y Highland Garnett Elementar y,
Kennard Elementary, Centreville Middle,
and QACHS. I Currently attend Cheapeake
College, majoring in Elementary/Special
Education hoping to graduate with an A.A.
Teaching Degree in 2014. I have received
awards for community service.
2. QUALIFICATIONS: I am a resident of
Kent County. I served on the Kent County
Local Management Board as a Student
Member. I previously worked for QACPS
PFY Afterschool Program. I have volunteered at Kennard Elementary School for
the past six years. Also, I am involved in
many church and civic organizations, such
as the Rotary Club of Centreville and the
Diversity Dialogue Group of Chestertown.
3. PRIORITIES: I would like 100% of all
sub-groups proficient or advanced on
Common Core Standards by the end of
2017.I would also like to decrease class
size, increase cultural diversity programs,
showcase our student talent at monthly
Board of Education Meetings, fight to get
all employees what they deserve, and I will
encourage advanced placement courses,
career and technology programs at KCHS.
4. ISSUES: Budget- I will make sure the
budget has no wasteful spending and appropriate funds to the correct areas within the
school system. Communication- I will make
sure that the home and school have a better
understanding of each other through written and verbal contact, especially appropri-

ately handling and addressing discipline.

J. Brian Kirby

least amount of students. However, we still
have the same requirements as a large system both instructionally and administratively. This includes meeting the current
requirement of AYP (adequate yearly
progress) as well as preparing for the new
common core curriculum that is on the
horizon. We need the staff to achieve it.
Last year, we were able to maintain teaching positions, issue NO furlough days, and
NO fees were required to access academic
programs or athletics.

1. BIOGRAPHY: No response received
by deadline.
2. QUALIFICATIONS: I have served one
six-year elected term on the Kent County
Board of Education and have been elected
to a second two year term and have served
the first year of the second term.
3. PRIORITIES: I want to continue to
improve and support public education in
Kent County and continue to be part of a
Queen Anne’s County
cohesive elected Board of Education.
4. ISSUES: The major issues facing the
Board of Education
Board are hiring and retaining quality
teachers and support staff and acquiring Duties: Carry out the policies of the State
funding to support the educational needs Board of Education; maintain a reasonably
uniform system of public schools that is
for our students as well as our staff.
designed to provide quality education and
equal educational opportunity for all chilBryan Williams
dren; subject to applicable laws and regula1. BIOGRAPHY: I was born and raised in tions of the state board, and with the advice
Kent County and graduated from Kent of the county superintendent, determine
County High School in 1982. Along with my the educational policies of the county
father, we own and operate a fifth genera- school system; adopt, codify, and make
tion farm in Worton. I have been involved in available to the public bylaws, rules, and
coaching youth baseball and basketball for regulations for the conduct and managethe past five years. I am currently serving ment of the county public schools; appoint
on the Kent County Parks and Recreation the county superintendent of schools, subBoard. My wife, Tracey, is a former social ject to approval by the state superintendent
studies and special education teacher and of schools; prepare a budget to submit to
currently serves as the Principal for Kent the county commissioners. There are five
County High School. My daughter, Rachel, members of the Board, plus two student
is a 2011 graduate of Kent County High members.
School and is now attending Salisbury Questions
University while my son, Bryan, is a junior
at Kent County High School.
QUALIFICATIONS: What are your qual2. QUALIFICATIONS: I am currently ifications/experience for this office?
serving the final year of my first term on PRIORITIES: What do you hope to
the Board of Education (sixth year) and accomplish if elected?
have served as the Vice President of the
Board of Education for the past two years.
Candidates - District 3
Serving in this position has been a valuable
life experience for me in terms of learning
to handle situations that affect the entire
district in terms of funding/budgets, parent
concerns, districting, athletics, policy and
procedure improvements/implementation,
etc. Learning the role and responsibilities
of a board member has a sharp learning
curve, which I believe I have handled professionally.
3. PRIORITIES: If elected, I hope to continue to work with my fellow board members to make strides to continue to improve
the school system in Kent County. I have
three main priorities that I would like to
help the Superintendant meet through the
actions taken by the board: recruit/maintain highly qualified staff, to set policy that
provides for a safe and caring environment
in our schools, and to help fund a budget
that provides for a rigorous instructional
program that allows students to compete
globally once graduated.
4. ISSUES: In order to provide the priorities that are mentioned above, I believe that
we need a fiscally responsible budget. We
are the smallest county in the state with the

Vote for no more than 1.

Beverly G Kelley
QUALIFICATIONS:
No
response
received by deadline.
PRIORITIES: The BOE needs to maintain its high quality education, and support
programs to ensure students can compete
in tomorrow’s challenging world, while
working within budget constraints. We
should set, and steadfastly support key priorities throughout the budget process.
Success provides a great return on the citizens’ investment in our children

Candidates - District 4
Vote for no more than 1.

Tammy Harper
QUALIFICATIONS: Working with educators, staff and administration of QAC for
the last 13 years, I have gained valuable
insight and knowledge which will help me
be a member of the QABOE. My experiences are: School Improvement Team
member for KIES, MES, and KIHS, member of the MES building committee, KIHS
band booster president and PTA president,
QA County Council PTA president, and
board member Maryland PTA.
PRIORITIES: I wish to become a board
member of the QAC BOE because I feel
very passionate about our students’ education and futures. If elected, I hope to continue the high level of education for our students while not lose sight of their individualism and to continue with balancing the
budget that will provide the education, tools
and skills for our students to become successful adults.
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Talbot County
Board of Education
DUTIES: The Talbot County Board of
Education appoints the Superintendent of
Education, approves the school system
budget, and develops policies. Board meetings are open to the public and announced
ahead of time.
TERM: Four years.
SALARY: $3600 (President); $3200 (members)
HOW ELECTED: Seven members are
elected by school district. A student member is selected by administrators and student governments of the two high schools,
rotating between the two schools. The student member serves a one-year term.
Questions
1. QUALIFICATIONS: What are your
qualifications/experience for this office?
2. PRIORITIES: What are the biggest challenges facing Talbot County’s education
system? What do you hope to accomplish if
elected?
3. BUDGET: Within the limits posed by
Maintenance-of-Effort and other budgetary
constraints, what cuts or changes should be
explored in order to deliver the best educational services?
4. ROLE: What is your role in working
with the school system to attain educational excellence for both college-bound students and those who go directly into the
workforce?

Candidates - District 2
Vote for no more than 1.

Juanita Sue Hopkins
1. QUALIFICATIONS: I am currently
serving my 4th year on the Talbot County
Board of Ed. I am a product of the TCPS
system as is my son. For the last three
years I have ser ved on the Board of
Directors and the Legislative Comm. of the
Mar yland Association of Boards of
Education, and participate in their
Leadership Academy programs. Through
MABE and TCBE, I am exposed to national, state and local education issues.
2. PRIORITIES: The major challenge is
how to maintain an effective educational
system amidst local and state budget cuts,
and the federal Race To The Top mandates.
Budget cuts impact programs offered,
classroom size, teacher effectiveness, student learning and extra- curricular activities. If I am re-elected, I will continue to
advocate for funding to ensure that each
TCPS graduate is college or career ready.
3. BUDGET: MOE is a state law that
requires local governments maintain their
education funding effort from year to year
on a per pupil basis. TCBE funding was cut
last year by 1.8 million (5.3%). Since there is
pending legislation in the Gen. Assembly
addressing MOE reform, and the shifting
of teachers’ pensions to the local boards
and/or governments, this question may be
better addressed after session vote.
4. ROLE: TCPS already offers a robust
program of college bound and career ready
studies (available on TCPS website). My

role as a board member is to advocate for
adequate funding to maintain all of our
existing programs and to enhance
Maryland’s Longitudinal Data System (one
of the main components to RTTT program)
that will provide a continuous student
record from Pre-K through college/career
and beyond.

Susan Leight - WITHDRAWN

Candidates - District 5
Vote for no more than 1.

Jesse Gomez
1. QUALIFICATIONS: No response
received by deadline.
2. PRIORITIES: No response received by
deadline.
3. BUDGET: No response received by
deadline.
4. ROLE: No response received by deadline.

Candidates - District 6
Vote for no more than 1.

Greg Criniti
1. QUALIFICATIONS: I am a parent of
six children; taught pre-engineering and
physics for six years in Talbot County; have
twenty years in the private sector in engineering, manufacturing, sales, retail distribution and computers. My teaching experi-
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ence has given me insight into the problems and strengths in our schools. My
work in the private sector has taught me to
be a problem solver.
2. PRIORITIES: The School Board
should be transparent, supportive and
respectful. In recent years, this has not
been the case and the resulting mistrust
has been played out publicly, to the detriment of all stakeholders. My intention is to
improve this situation. With ever shrinking
funds, we must recognize the pressure on
all county agencies; make cuts responsibly,
without harm to the instructional process.
3. BUDGET: I tend to look at budgets
from a cost/benefit perspective. That logic
leads directly to examining equipment
choices, allocation of human resources,
acquisition of educational materials, and
use of existing resources. We must start
looking at repair versus acquisition of new
equipment just as we do in our own homes.
We must also be honest about what we are
doing and why.
4. ROLE: Our school system places
emphasis on college readiness; i.e.
advanced placement and similar courses.
Rightly so; these students deserve the
opportunity to excel. However, not all students desire a college education. Local
industries cry out for a work force that is
skilled in non-academic career paths that
fulfill a community need and offer a good
standard of living. We must prepare these
students

Andrea Poe - WITHDRAWN
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Maryland Ballot Questions
In November, voters will be asked to mark
their ballots “For” or “Against” three amendments to the Maryland Constitution, four
statewide referendums, one Montgomery
County Charter Amendment and two local
referendums. The text for each question as
it will appear on the ballot is in the box at the
beginning of each explanation.

Question 1
Constitutional Amendment (Ch. 394
of the 2011 Legislative Session)
Qualifications for Prince George’s
County Orphans’ Court Judges
(Amending Article IV, Section 40 of the
Maryland Constitution)
Requires judges of the Orphans’ Court for
Prince George’s County to be admitted to
practice law in this State and to be a member in good standing of the Maryland Bar.
_ For the Constitutional Amendment
_ Against the Constitutional Amendment
Origin of this Ballot Question: In the
2011 Session of the Maryland General
Assembly, legislation requiring Orphans’
Court judges in Prince George’s County to
be members of the Maryland Bar passed
both the House and Senate by a 3/5 majority as required by the Mar yland
Constitution. In order for the amendment
to become part of the Mar yland
Constitution, it must be on the 2012 General
Election ballot and approved by a majority
of the votes cast both statewide and a majority in Prince George’s County.
Present Practice:
Orphans’ Court
judges hear all contested matters regarding
a deceased person’s estate, including validity of wills and legal questions involving
transfers of property. The Orphans’ Court
also supervises estates that are probated
judicially; approves accounts, awards of personal representatives’ commissions, and
attorney’s fees in all estates; and has concurrent jurisdiction with the Circuit Courts
in the guardianship of minors and their
property. Although many Orphans’ Court
judges are attorneys, they are not required
to be lawyers or members of the state bar.
In November of 2010, voters statewide and
in Baltimore City adopted the requirement
of being a member of the Maryland Bar for
anyone serving as an Orphans’ Court judge
in the City.
Proposed Change: In addition to the
requirement that Orphans’ Court judges be
citizens of the State and residents for the
preceding 12 months in the county where
they will serve, this constitutional amendment adds the additional eligibility requirement that Prince George’s County Orphans’
Court judges be admitted to practice law in
Maryland and be members in good standing of the Maryland Bar. A ballot question
to impose the same requirement on
Baltimore County Orphans’ Court judges

will also be on the 2012 ballot.
Pros: Prince George’s County Orphans’
Court judges would be best prepared to
carry out their duties if all individuals who
seek this office are required to be fully
trained and credentialed as attorneys in
Maryland.
Cons: The Orphans’ Court was designed
as a lay court. Even though those who are
elected to serve in this capacity in Prince
George’s County are usually attorneys, passage of this law would change a tradition in
existence since Colonial times.
A vote For the Constitutional
Amendment means: Orphans’ Court
judges in Prince George’s County will be
required to be attorneys who are members
of the Maryland Bar.
A vote Against the Constitutional
Amendment means:
Orphans’ Court
judges in Prince George’s County would
not be required to be attorneys who are
members of the Maryland Bar.

to be attorneys who are members of the
Maryland Bar.
A vote Against the Constitutional
Amendment means: Orphans’ Court
judges in Baltimore County will not be
required to be attorneys who are members
of the Maryland Bar.

Question 3

Constitutional Amendment (Ch. 147
of the 2012 Legislative Session)
Suspension and Removal of Elected
Officials
(Amending Article XV, Section 2 of the
Maryland Constitution)
Changes the point at which an elected official charged with certain crimes is automatically suspended or removed from office.
Under existing law, an elected official who is
convicted or pleads no contest is suspended
and is removed only when the conviction
becomes final. Under the amended law, an
elected official is suspended when found
guilty and is removed when the conviction
Question 2
becomes final or when the elected official
Constitutional Amendment (Ch. 146 of pleads guilty or no contest.
the 2012 Legislative Session)
_ For the Constitutional Amendment
Qualifications for Baltimore County _ Against the Constitutional Amendment
Orphans’ Court Judges
(Amending Article IV, Section 40 of the Origin of this Ballot Question: In the
Maryland Constitution)
2012 Session, the Maryland General
Requires judges of the Orphans’ Court for Assembly passed a constitutional amendBaltimore County to be admitted to practice ment (without any dissenting votes) that
law in this State and to be a member in good requires an elected official who enters a plea
standing of the Maryland Bar.
of guilty or no contest to any crime which is
_ For the Constitutional Amendment
either a felony or is a misdemeanor related
_ Against the Constitutional Amendment
to their public duties and responsibilities
and also involves moral turpitude for which
Origin of this Ballot Question: In the the penalty may be incarceration shall be
2012 Session of the Maryland General removed from office permanently and the
Assembly, legislation requiring Orphans’ office be deemed vacant. The amendment
Court judges in Baltimore County to be also provides for suspending an elected offimembers of the Maryland Bar passed both cial from office at the finding of guilt rather
the House and Senate by a 3/5 majority as than at conviction.
required by the Maryland Constitution. In Present Practice: Under Section 2 of
order for the amendment to become part of Article XV of the Maryland Constitution, any
the Maryland Constitution, it must be on the elected State or local official who, while in
2012 General Election ballot and approved office, is convicted of a felony or who enters
by a majority of the votes cast both statewide a plea of guilty or no contest to either a
and a majority in Baltimore County.
felony or to specified misdemeanors related
Ballot Question #2 is exactly the same as to the official’s public duties and responsibilQuestion #1 except it pertains to Orphans’ ities, is suspended from office without pay or
Court judges in Baltimore County.
benefits. During the period of suspension,
Pros: Baltimore County Orphans/ Court the office is filled temporarily in the manner
judges would be best prepared to carry out that it would be if it were vacant. If the contheir duties if all individuals who seek this viction becomes final, after judicial review or
office are required to be fully trained and otherwise, the elected official is removed
credentialed as attorneys in Maryland.
from office and the office is deemed vacant.
Cons: The Orphans’ Court was designated Under current law, a conviction is considas a lay court. Even though those who are ered to occur upon sentencing. Sentencing
elected to serve in this capacity in Baltimore may occur months after an official is found
County are usually attorneys, passage of this guilty of the crime. If the conviction is
law would change a tradition in existence reversed or overturned, the elected official
since Colonial times.
is reinstated to the office for the remainder,
A vote For the Constitutional if any, of the term of office during which the
Amendment means: Orphans’ Court elected official was suspended. All pay and
judges in Baltimore County will be required benefits are restored.

Proposed Change: This change would
provide for the immediate suspension of any
elected official who is found guilty of the
specified crimes even if sentencing has not
yet occurred and for the immediate removal
from office, without the possibility of reinstatement, of an elected official who pleads
guilty or no contest to the specified crimes.
The change would apply to elected officials
serving in State, County or municipal government positions.
Pros:
Suspension or removal from
office will take place at the same time as
the guilty verdict or the guilty or no contest plea, rather than waiting for what can
be a lengthy period until sentencing.
Under both situations, the vacancy would
result in an earlier replacement of the convicted elected official via whatever mechanism is in the city or county charter or the
state constitution for filling vacancies.
Cons:
The current provision that
removes someone from office only when
the verdict becomes final allows for those
rare situations where the trial judge
vacates a guilty verdict because of a serious error that made the trial unfair or
because of juror misconduct.
A vote For the Constitutional
Amendment means: Elected officials
would be removed from office or suspended immediately upon being found guilty or
upon pleading guilty or no contest.
A vote Against the Constitutional
Amendment means: A two-step process
would continue in the removal of elected
officials who are found guilty or who plead
guilty or no contest.

Question 4
Referendum Petition, Ch. 191 of the
2011 Legislative Session
Public
Institutions
of
Higher
Education – Tuition Rates
Establishes that individuals, including
undocumented immigrants, are eligible to
pay in-state tuition rates at community colleges in Maryland, provided the student
meets certain conditions relating to attendance and graduation from a Maryland
high school, filing of income taxes, intent
to apply for permanent residency, and registration with the selective service system
(if required); makes such students eligible to pay in-state tuition rates at a fouryear public college or university if the student has first completed 60 credit hours or
graduated from a community college in
Maryland; provides that students qualifying for in-state tuition rates by this method
will not be counted as in-state students for
purposes of counting undergraduate
enrollment; and extends the time in which
honorably discharged veterans may qualify for in-state tuition rates.
_ For the Referred Law
_ Against the Referred Law
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Origin of this Ballot Question: The
General Assembly passed the DREAM
(Development, Relief and Education for
Alien Minors) Act during the 2011 legislative session. Governor O’Malley signed
Senate Bill 167 on May 10, providing instate tuition rates to immigrant individuals
with and without documents and to selected military personnel. In July 2011, opponents of the law, using online petition
forms, collected the number of petition signatures required to place the new law on
the 2012 general election ballot as a referendum, thus delaying its implementation.
Casa de Maryland, an Hispanic advocacy
group, argued that the legislation is an
appropriations bill and not subject to referendum. In June 2012, the Maryland Court
of Appeals ruled that the issue could be
petitioned to referendum.
Present Practice: Students who reside
in Maryland and are not permanent residents of the United States are required to
pay out-of-state tuition at Maryland community colleges and four-year institutions of
higher education. At the University of
Maryland annual tuition and fees for an instate student are $8,655 while an out-ofstate student pays $26,026. Currently several community colleges already are offering in-state tuition rates to immigrants without papers. Tuition rates are established by
State regulations and the institution’s governing board of trustees.
After the
DREAM Act of 2010 was blocked in
Congress, on June 15, 2012, President
Obama announced a directive from the
Department of Homeland Security entitled
“Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals”
(DACA) that would allow nearly 1.7 million
young students without documentation to
avoid deportation and seek authorization to
work in the United States. This “deferred
action” will last for two years and can be
renewed. The application fee is $465.
Proposed Changes: In order to qualify
to pay in-state tuition, the individual must
meet the following requirements:
The student must have attended a
Maryland high school for at least three years
and have graduated from high school or
obtained a general education degree (GED).
Parents or legal guardians of these immigrant students must have filed Maryland
tax returns for the past three years.
The student must enroll at a community
college in the county where student attended high school within four years of graduation. Tuition would be at in-county rates.
The student must obtain an associate
degree or complete 60 credits before transferring to a public four-year institution within
four years of completion of this requirement.
The immigrant student or his/her parents
or guardians must file Mar yland tax
returns during high school years, after
high school graduation and while the student is in attendance at a community college or institution of higher education.
If the individual is not a permanent resident, the student must agree to apply for

permanent residency within 30 days of
becoming eligible.
These individuals may not be counted as
in-state students at these educational institutions. However these institutions must
keep a record of those who pay in-state
tuition under this law and a commission
must report to the General Assembly annually.
When required, individuals must register
with the Selective Service System.
The in-state tuition provision also applies
to active duty-personnel stationed in the
State, resident in the State or domiciled in
the State as well as to selected members of
the National Guard. The provision extends
the time limit for honorably discharged military personnel to four years.
These provisions do not include nonimmigrant aliens (international students).
Pros: These individuals with or without
papers, who were brought to the United
States as children have been raised in the
United States, and consider this country
their home. By continuing their education
past high school, they could become more
productive and would be in a position to
supplement the tax base at much higher
levels. Those who have served in the military should be given this opportunity as
well. In a Februar y 2012 report, the
Commission to Study the Impact of
Immigrants in Maryland stated: “It would
be foolhardy...for state and local communities to withhold education and other opportunities from these future workers.”
Cons: There is no accurate count of the
number of individuals who might qualify for
this program. Now that these children
without papers do not have to worry about
being deported and can legally get jobs
under the recent federal DACA, there is no
reason to provide in-state tuition. While the
State of Maryland is not paying for in-state
tuition directly, many consider the difference to be lost revenue.
A vote For the Referred Law means:
Undocumented immigrants or military personnel who meet the above criteria may pay
in-state tuition rates.
A vote Against the Referred Law
means: Not providing in-state tuitions
rates to undocumented immigrants or military personnel who meet the above criteria.

Question 5
Referendum Petition (Ch. 1 of the
2011 Special Session)
Congressional Districting Plan
Establishes the boundaries for the State’s
eight United States Congressional Districts
based on recent census figures, as required
by the United States Constitution.
_ For the Referred Law
_ Against the Referred Law
Origin of this Ballot Question:
Congressional District boundaries must be
redrawn every 10 years after the decennial
census to adjust for population changes. In

a Special Session in November of 2011, the
General Assembly passed Senate Bill 1 –
Congressional Districting Plan as emergency legislation, meaning that it went into
effect immediately upon passage. The plan
was challenged in federal court; however, a
three-judge panel of the U.S. District Court
for the District of Maryland ruled that the
plan was legal and constitutional. The U.S.
Supreme Court affirmed the district court
ruling on June 25, 2012. The Maryland
Constitution allows voters to repeal legislation that was passed by the General
Assembly if 3% of the registered voters of
the state, calculated on the basis of the
number of votes cast for Governor at the
last gubernatorial election, sign petitions to
repeal the law. In the years 2011-2014, such
a petition must contain at least 55,736 valid
signatures. The Maryland State Board of
Elections determined that sufficient signatures were submitted to place the question
of whether the Senate Bill 1 should remain
in effect on the November 2012 ballot.
Present Practice:
During the 2012
Primary Election and General Elections,
voters who reside in these newly approved
Congressional Districts (as proposed by
the Governor’s Redistricting Commission
and approved by the General Assembly in
2011) are voting for candidates running in
those districts.
Prior to 2012,
Congressional Districts were based on a
map adopted in 2002. To see a map of the
Congressional Districts adopted in 2011, go
to:
http://www.planning.mar yland.gov
/redistricting/2010/congDist.shtml. To
see the Congressional Districts as they
were
from
2002-2011
go
to
http://www.mdp.state.md.us/msdc/Redist
/congd02/cong02_md.htm.
Proposed Change: If a majority of voters vote against the referred law, Senate
Bill 1 will no longer be in effect, and the
General Assembly will be required to enact
a new Congressional Districting Bill.
However, the Congressional representatives elected this November from the districts defined in Senate Bill 1will serve the
full two-year term that begins in January
2013. Because the 2010 census revealed
that the population in Mar yland has
changed since the 2002 map was drawn,
the 2002 map would no longer be valid.
Both the Mar yland Constitution and
statutes are silent on the matter of a
process for Congressional redistricting.
Congress has given state legislatures the
authority to draw Congressional Districts.
Federal
statutes
require
that
Congressional Districts be single-member
districts, be substantially equal in population and conform to the requirements of
the Voting Rights Act of 1965 and related
case law. Therefore, the same process
could be used to draw a new map that was
used to draw the map adopted in 2011.
Theoretically, a map identical to the map
proposed SB 1 could be adopted again.
Pros: Voting for the referred law would
ensure that the current Congressional
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Districts would remain and voters would
be in the same Congressional Districts for
the 2014, 2016, 2018 and 2020 elections as
they are in for the 2012 election.
Cons: Voting to repeal SB 1 and the
Congressional Districts that it defined would
send the message that voters did not approve
of the districts as drawn and would require
the General Assembly to pass a new bill.
A vote For the Referred Law means:
All provisions of the bill would be maintained.
The current Congressional
Districts would continue until the next
redistricting process in 2021.
A vote Against the Referred Law
means: The General Assembly would
have to vote on another bill that would
define Congressional Districts in time for
the 2014 primary election.

Question 6
Referendum Petition (Ch. 2 of the
2012 Legislative Session)
Civil Marriage Protection Act
Establishes that Maryland’s civil marriage
laws allow gay and lesbian couples to obtain
a civil marriage license provided they are
not otherwise prohibited from marrying;
protects clergy from having to perform any
particular marriage ceremony in violation
of their religious beliefs; affirms that each
religious faith has exclusive control over its
own theological doctrine regarding who
may marry within that faith; and provides
that religious organizations and certain
related entities are not required to provide
goods, services or benefits to an individual
related to the celebration or promotion of
marriages in violation of their religious
beliefs.
_ For the Referred Law
_ Against the Referred Law
Origin of the Referred Law: In the 2012
session of the Maryland General Assembly,
legislation passed which would allow samegender couples to obtain a Maryland civil
marriage license. This legislation was due
to be implemented on January 1, 2013. The
Maryland Constitution allows voters to
repeal legislation that was passed by the
General Assembly if 3% of the registered
voters of the state, calculated on the basis of
the number of votes cast for Governor at
the last gubernatorial election, sign petitions to repeal the law. In the years 20112014, a petition must contain at least 55,736
valid signatures. The Mar yland State
Board of Elections determined that sufficient signatures were submitted to place
the question of whether the Civil Marriage
Protection Act should remain in effect on
the November 2012 ballot.
Present Practice: Maryland law states
that only a marriage between a man and a
woman is valid in Maryland. The Maryland
Constitution does not define a valid marriage.
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In February of 2010, Attorney General
Gansler issued an opinion that stated that a
same-sex marriage that is valid in the jurisdiction in which it was contracted may be
recognized in Maryland under state law.
More than 300 Maryland laws provide for
benefits conditioned on marital status.
They include laws on taxation, business
regulation, secured commercial transactions, education, estates and trusts, family
law, decision-making regarding spousal
health care, insurance, labor and employment, child care and child rearing, pensions, and the responsibilities attendant to
spousal funeral arrangements.
Proposed Change:
With a valid
Maryland marriage license, same-gender
couples may have marriages performed in
Maryland recognized under Maryland law
beginning January 1, 2013. Religious entities retain exclusive control over their own
theological doctrines, policy teachings, and
beliefs regarding who may marry within
that faith. No official of a religious order or
body authorized to perform a marriage ceremony will be required to celebrate or officiate any particular marriage or religious
rite of marriage in violation of the right to
free exercise of religion as guaranteed by
the U.S. and Maryland constitutions, and
will not be subject to any fines or other
penalties for the failure or refusal to do so.
Further, no religious entity will be required
to provide ser vices, accommodations,
advantages, facilities, goods, or privileges if
they are related to the celebration of a marriage that violates the entity’s religious
beliefs. The Act does not affect existing
laws prohibiting discrimination in employment, housing, or public accommodations
on the basis of sexual orientation.
Pros: Support for same-gender marriage
means supporting equal rights for all
Marylanders without discrimination on the
basis of age, race, nationality, religion, gender, physical condition or sexual orientation. Marriage benefits, such as joint ownership and medical decision-making capability, would be available to all couples.
Religious freedom is protected. No religious institution is required to be involved
in same-gender marriage ceremonies.
Cons: The definition of marriage has traditionally been defined as between a man
and a woman. Marriage legally protects the
formation of a family. The institution of
marriage can only belong to the union of
one man and one woman because nature
has given this relationship the unique
capacity to bring children into the world.
While not all married couples bear children, the biological union of a heterosexual
couple is a necessary condition for children
to be conceived. Some believe that if marriage ceases to have its historical meaning
and understanding, over time fewer and
fewer people will marry and we may have
an increase in children born out of wedlock.
A vote For the Referred Law means:
Same-gender couples will be allowed to
marry in Maryland beginning on January
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City of Baltimore. These licensees are
1, 2013.
A vote Against the Referred Law allowed to operate video lottery terminals
means: Same-gender couples will not be only.
Proposed Change: Allows additional
allowed to marry in Maryland.
video display terminals (slots) in
Maryland, allows table games in those
Question 7
locations already authorized to operate
Referendum Petition (Ch. 1 of the video display terminals, and increases by
Second 2012 Special Session)
one the number of locations where gamDo you favor the expansion of commer- ing is allowed. This additional site is
cial gaming in the State of Maryland for expected to be in Prince George’s County.
the primary purpose of raising revenue The legislation must be passed by a majorfor education to authorize video lottery ity of the statewide voters. In addition,
operation licensees to operate “table Chapter 1 states the intent of the General
games” as defined by law; to increase Assembly is that a video lottery operation
from 15,000 to 16,500 the maximum num- license may not be awarded in Prince
ber of video lottery terminals that may be George’s County unless this referendum
operated in the State; and to increase from is approved by a majority of the voters in
5 to 6 the maximum number of video lot- Prince George’s County who vote on the
tery operation licenses that may be award- question. However, the final decision
ed in the State and allow a video lottery about where to locate the 6th license is
facility to operate in Prince George’s left up to the commission charged with
County?
locating gaming sites. The original consti_ For the Additional Forms and tutional amendment on gaming that was
Expansion of Commercial Gaming
passed in 2008 also states that gaming
_ Against the Additional Forms and facilities must be placed in accordance
Expansion of Commercial Gaming
with local zoning regulations. If passed,
this referendum would also allow video
Origin of this Ballot Question: Article lottery ticket sales at veterans’ organizaXIX of the Mar yland Constitution, tions and allow operators of any gaming
approved by the voters at the November site to own more than one facility. In addi2008 general election, authorized a maxi- tion, gaming facilities will be allowed to
mum of five video lottery facility licenses operate 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.
at specified locations: Allegany, Anne The bill also increases the amount of the
Arundel, Cecil and Worcester Counties proceeds from gambling that will go to the
and Baltimore City. Facilities are not yet venue licensees and expands the permitoperating in all authorized locations. ted use of the state’s share to include early
Because the number of locations is speci- childhood education.
fied in the Maryland Constitution, voters Pros: Over $200 million will be generatmust approve any increase in the number ed for Maryland’s public schools when all
of licenses granted in Maryland.
six gaming sites are in full operation in
During the August 2012 Special Session 2016, including public school construcof the Maryland General Assembly, legis- tion, public school capital improvements,
lation passed that allows those operators and capital projects at community colleges
already authorized to provide video lot- and at public higher education institutery terminals (slots) to also operate table
games, such as blackjack, roulette, etc.
This legislation also authorizes an
increase in the maximum number of video
lottery terminals in Maryland. In addition, the legislation permits an increase
from 5 to 6 new licenses, which can be
granted to operate video lottery terminals
and increases the proceeds from these
licenses going to the operators. Prior to
passage of Article XIX, only Constitutional
Amendments or legislation passed by the
General Assembly but petitioned to referenda could appear on ballots to be
approved by voters state-wide. Article
XIX, approved by voters in 2008, created
the provision of voter approval for the purpose of expanding gambling beyond the
original scope.
Present Practice: Five licenses to operate slot machines have already been
awarded in Mar yland based on voter
approval of a referendum on gambling in
2008. Licenses have been awarded to
operators in Anne Arundel, Cecil,
Allegany and Worcester Counties and the

tions. An estimated 2,300 permanent
Maryland jobs will be added. Maryland’s
gaming facilities will be competitive with
those of surrounding states. Establishing
a gaming site in Prince George’s County
at National Harbor will draw customers
from D.C. and Virginia, adding out-ofstate dollars to Maryland’s coffers.
Cons: Of the $144.3 million from gambling revenue generated to date from the
sites where gambling has been in operation, spending for public schools has not
been increased. Instead, funds from gambling replaced general fund revenue that
would have been required for education
purposes if the gambling revenue had not
existed. In addition, revenues have fallen
far short of the prediction of $565 million
by 2013 that was made by the Department
of Legislative Services in 2008. Many of
the jobs to be created will not appear for
several years and when they do, they will
go to union workers. Since there are an
insuf ficient number of Mar yland construction workers in unions, most of these
jobs will go to non-residents. In May 2012,
the legislature passed tax increases on
ever y Mar ylander who makes over
$100,000. In the August 2012 legislative
session, they lowered the gambling tax on
every casino by an amount ranging from
16 to 33 percent.
A vote For Additional Forms and
Expansion of Commercial Gaming
means: An increase in the types of gambling in Maryland (adding table games),
an additional authorized location, a
change in the distribution of gambling
proceeds, and an increase in the hours
that gambling facilities can operate.
A vote Against Additional Forms and
Expansion of Commercial Gaming
means: The current constitutional limitations regarding gambling in Maryland
would remain.

In this Voters’ Guide, Offices and
Candidates are listed in Ballot Order.
These abbreviations are used.
Dem = Democratic Party
Rep = Republican Party
Lib = Libertarian Party
Grn = Green Party
AE = Americans Elect
Una = Unaffiliated Candidate
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Questions - Queen Anne’s County
A: Revisions to the Adequate Public
Facilities Ordinance
Local Referendum by Petition
A vote FOR Question A is a vote in
favor of the revision to the Adequate
Public Facilities Ordinance (APFO)
which changes the level of ser vice standards for schools and transpor tation
facilities that must be met for a residential development to occur. Among other
changes, it would consider schools adequate until they reach 120% of capacity,
and would not test any residential development for adequacy unless it were 20
new units or larger. The level of ser vice
and safety at which the county must
maintain roads outside of growth areas
would be lowered from level “B” to level
“C” and in growth areas from level “C” to
level “D.”
A vote AGAINST Question A is a vote
against the revision of the Adequate
Public Facilities Ordinance (APFO) and

for keeping the existing standards of
ser vice in place: residential developments of 6 new units or more are tested
for school’s adequacy, and schools are
considered adequate until they reach
100% of capacity. The county would continue to be required to maintain roads at
the existing higher level of ser vice and
safety.
If you vote FOR Question A:
The
Adequate
Public
Facilities
Ordinance will be revised and updated to
increase the number of residential lots
able to be developed from 6 to 20 or more
before the Planning Commission must
consider the adequacy of ser vice standards for water, sewer, schools and transportation facilities.
If you vote AGAINST Question A:
The
Adequate
Public
Facilities
Ordinance will return to the requirement
that development of any number of residential lots greater than 6 must be supported by public facilities which are ade-

quate. The development of 6 or more residential lots may not cause a reduction in
the levels of ser vice standards for
schools and transportation facilities.
_ For the Revisions to the Adequate
Public Facilities Ordinance
_ Against the Revisions to the Adequate
Public Facilities Ordinance

B: Maximum Gross Floor Area
Local Referendum by Petition
A vote FOR Question B is a vote to
allow the maximum gross floor area of
buildings with certain uses (primarily a
variety of commercial uses, including
retail, and limited light industrial uses)
to exceed 65,000 square feet in Suburban
Commercial (SC) zones wherever they
occur in Queen Anne’s County.
A vote AGAINST Question B is a vote
to retain the current 65,000 square foot
limit on the gross floor space of buildings
with certain uses (primarily a variety of

commercial uses, including retail, and
limited light industrial uses) in Suburban
Commercial (SC) zones wherever they
occur in Queen Anne’s County.
If you vote FOR Question B:
The maximum gross floor area for certain uses (primarily a variety of commercial uses and limited light industrial
uses) will be allowed to exceed 65,000
square feet in Suburban Commercial
(SC) zones wherever they occur in
Queen Anne’s County.
If you vote AGAINST Question B:
Structures for certain uses (primarily a
variety of commercial uses and limited
light industrial uses) in Suburban
Commercial (SC) zoning may not exceed
65,000 square feet.
_ For the Elimination of the Gross Floor
Area Limitation
_ Against the Elimination of the Gross
Floor Area Limitation
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Maryland General Election
Maryland
Board Of Elections
Address: PO Box 6486, 151 West St. Suite
200, Annapolis, MD 21401-0486
Phone: 410-269-2840 Fax: 410-974-2019
Email: info@elections.state.md.us
Web: http://www.elections.state.md.us/
At the Maryland Board of Elections, you can
see the results of the primary, register to
vote, apply for an absentee ballot, and see
an election calendar.

VOTING
INFORMATION

Election Day

Tuesday, November 6, 2012 (General) from 7
a.m. to 8 p.m.
Find your Polling Place https://www. mdelecRegistration Deadlines:
Register to Vote In Person: Tuesday, October tions.umd.edu/
Early Voting http://www.elections.state.md.
16, 2012
Register to Vote By Mail: Postmarked by us/voting/early_voting.html
Tues., Oct. 16, 2012
Register for an Absentee Ballot by Mail: Early voting takes place starting Saturday,
October 27, 2012 through Thursday,
Tues, Oct 30, 2012
Register for an Absentee Ballot in Person: November 1, 2012. Early voting centers will
be open from 10 am until 8 pm each day of
Tues, Nov 6, 2012.
Overseas or Military? Visit https://vote411. early voting except on Sunday, when early
overseasvotefoundation.org/overseas/home. voting centers will be open 12pm to 6pm.
htm
Absentee Voting http://www.elections.state.
md.us/voting/absentee.html
Any registered voter may vote by absentee
ballot. For the general election, the mail-in
application deadline is Tuesday, October 30,
2012. Your request must be received by 8:00
pm if you mail or deliver the application or
11:59 pm if you fax or email it. After the
deadline, a Late Application for Absentee
Ballot must be completed in person at the
board of elections.

Early Voting Locations, General Election
Caroline County

Dorchester County

Kent County

Caroline County
Health & Public
Services Building
1st Floor, Room 112
402 S. Seventh
Street
Denton, MD 21629

Dorchester County
Office Building
Lobby
501 Court Lane
Cambridge, MD
21613

Kent County Public
Library
408 High Stret
Chestertown, MD
21620

Queen Anne’s
County
Kramer Building
104 Powell Street
Centreville, MD
21617

Talbot County
Easton Fire Hall
315 Aurora Park
Drive
Easton, MD 21601

