DECEMBER 2018
CO-PRESIDENT LETTER
by Betsy Grater and Beth Hufnagel, Co-Presidents

UPCOMING EVENTS
December 2
Holiday Party, 4:00 pm – 6:00 pm
Home of Betsy Singer
December 18
Holiday Gift Wrapping Fundraiser,
9:00 am-9:00 pm, Barnes and Noble
at Long Gate Shopping Center

Hope you get a chuckle from the above.

January 5
Legislative Kickoff, 10:30 am
St. John Episcopal Church, Ellicott
City

We’d like to open our letter with a quote for the month:
“How did “Uncle Sam” get his name?
The original ‘Uncle Sam’ –goatee, twinkling eye, and all was-Samuel Wilson, born in
West Cambridge, Massachusetts. In time, he moved with his brother Ebenezer to
Troy, New York, where they formed a partnership in the meat -packing business. The
brothers contracted to supply the Army with beef and pork during the War of 1812
and marked their shipping barrels ‘US.’ The soldiers jokingly called the meat ‘Uncle
Sam’s beef or pork-since ‘Uncle Sam’ Wilson’s first two initials coincided with the US
marking on the barrels.
A soldier drew a caricature of Sam Wilson with his goatee and flowing hair and
labeled the picture, ‘Uncle Sam of the U.S.A.’ This picture was the original of the ones
used to depict Uncle Sam today. The first ‘Uncle Sam’ died in Troy on July 31, 1854,
and lies beside his brother Ebenezer, in the Miller plot at Oakwood Cemetery. A
monument has been erected in Troy to his memory.”
~ Why Do We Say It, Castle Books
November was an election month and we hope some or all of your candidates were
successfully elected. Howard County will have a new County Executive with five new
County Council Members. Interesting enough, four of them are female and the lone
male is the only Republican. The School Board has four new members. Both bodies
will have an adjustment period, but hopefully will quickly learn their responsibilities
and get to work for all of the citizens in Howard County. Congratulations to
everyone who won.
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The League of Women Voters is
where hands-on work to safeguard
democracy leads to civic
improvement.

CO-PRESIDENT LETTER, continued
Braving a cold Sunday morning, three stalwart members carried the League banner
in the Veteran’s Parade from Merriweather to Kittamaqundi Lake. The League
salutes all Veterans and appreciates the men and women who are currently serving
to defend the United States.
Please join us for a Holiday Gathering at Betsy Singers on Sunday, December 2nd.
Details are in this Voter. It is time to enjoy the Holiday Season and the many hours
of work so many of us put in on the elections.
Betsy and Beth
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Contact Us

Leaguers Beth Hufnagel, Barbara Russell, and Ellen Flynn Giles braved the cold to
represent us at the Howard County Veterans Day Parade.
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Howard County LWV
5430 Vantage Point Rd. Suite C,
Columbia, MD 21044
410-730-0142
info@howard.lwvmd.org

YOU’RE INVITED!

HOLIDAY CELEBRATION ~ DECEMBER 2, 2018

Now that the midterm election is over - with a record number of women in the U.S. Congress (at least 100, easily beating
the previous 84!) - we can relax a bit and enjoy each other's company. The traditional holiday party is being hosted by
Betsy Singer, the LWVHC's Environment Director, who generously extends her hospitality of her home to you and a guest
between 4-6pm. No speeches, I promise, just an informal gathering! Betsy will provide small finger food (cheese and
nuts), wine, water and coffee. The format is a potluck open house, so please bring a salad, casserole, side, or main course
and desserts to share, and any other beverage that you like.
Please RSVP with your headcount and type of food contribution to info@howard.lwvmd.org no later than November
30th. Betsy’s address is 6180 Devon Drive, Columbia, MD 21044.
Beth Hufnagel, Co-President

PROGRAMS REPORT
By Thea Jones, Vice-President and Program Director
November Unit Meetings were replaced by Gerrymandering 101 workshops which were held on three different dates in
three different locations. The workshops were presented by Beth Hufnagel, co-President of the LWVHC, as part of a grant to
the Maryland League of Women Voters of Maryland. Workshops are being presented across the state to inform citizens of
the gerrymandering issues that affect Maryland. The Howard County workshops were well-attended and the information
presented was interesting and timely.
VERY IMPORTANT FUTURE PROGRAM INFORMATION
Note: There are no unit meetings in December, however, League members are urged to participate in the December
fundraising activity and to encourage their friends, neighbors, and family members to shop at Barnes and Noble at Long Gate
Shopping Center on December 18, 2018 from 9:00 a.m. – 9:00 p.m. and have their gifts wrapped by members of the LWVHC.
All donations will support the League’s Education Fund.
Volunteers Needed: December 18, 2018 – Fundraiser at Barnes and Noble in the Long Gate Shopping Center at 4300
Montgomery Rd, Ellicott City, MD 21043. Please sign-up for a two hour shift to gift wrap. Be a gift rapper! Contact Thea
Jones at tjones89@comcast.net or email Gina at the League office at info@lwlvhowardmd.org to sign-up for a time slot to
volunteer. Times are available from 9:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m. in two hour increments. We especially need volunteers for the
5:00 – 7:00 p.m. shift and the closing time from 7:00 – 9:00 p.m.
January 5, 2019 – Annual Event to Meet Howard County State Legislators. This will be a most interesting meeting, wellworth attending. Read the following article for more information.
January Unit Meetings – January 16 and 17, 2019 – Presentation and Discussion on Death with Dignity Concurrence
Questions. Please watch for information that will be sent to you prior to the January 16th and 17th meetings so that you can
be prepared for the discussions at the unit meetings. You should review the information so that you can be ready to agree
or disagree with the concurrence vote.
February Unit Meetings – February 20 and 21, 2019 – Environment Presentation by Betsy Singer
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2019 LEGISLATIVE KICKOFF
On Saturday, January 5, 2019, the League of Women Voters of Howard County will hold its annual Howard County
Delegation Legislative Kickoff.
The event will take place at a new location, St. John’s Episcopal Church, 9120 Frederick Road, Ellicott City, MD 21042, with
brunch starting promptly at 10:30 a.m. The Senators and Delegates who make up our local delegation will discuss the League
of Women Voters of Maryland’s 2019 Legislative Priorities. Our newly-elected County Executive and County Councilmembers
will also be joining us as special guests.
After opening remarks by the delegation have concluded, League members and guests are encouraged to ask questions about
our representatives’ priorities for the 2019 General Assembly. This event offers the unique chance to get to know the people
who are working for us in a relaxed setting. It is also a valuable opportunity for us to educate ourselves on the stay informed
about the work our representatives are doing on our behalf – and to ensure that they’re aware of the issues that matter most
to us.
We hope to see you and your guests there!
The cost to attend is $10, but there is no charge for anyone who brings a brunch dish that will serve 8 people. Food
assignments are based on the first letter of your last name, and are as follows:
A - F: Breads, muffins, pastries; G - N: Main dishes (egg casseroles, quiches, etc.); O - Z: Fruit or salad
The meeting will be held in All Saints Hall, in the St. John’s Parish Day School building at the front of the campus. Parking is
located by the school, with additional parking in the church lot behind the school building.
To RSVP email info@howard.lwvmd.org or call 410-730-0142 no later than Wednesday, January 2.
The League of Women Voters, a nonpartisan organization, encourages informed and active participation in government,
works to increase understanding of major public policy issues, and influences public policy through education and advocacy.
Memberships are welcomed – contact us or visit our website at lwvhowardmd.org.
For more information contact: Beth Hufnagel, 410-730-0142, info@howard.lwvmd.org

DON’T FORGET TO VOTE!

BEST WISHES FOR A HAPPY NEW YEAR!

The LWVHC would like to wish you and your family a wonderful holiday season and a very happy New Year!

NOVEMBER 6, 2018

This has been a busy and eventful year for us, and we couldn’t have been successful without supporters like you. We are
grateful for all you do to help us further our mission to educate our citizens and safeguard our democracy, and we’re
looking forward to a very productive 2019!

AT A POLLING STATION NEAR YOU!

With thanks,
The League of Women Voters of Howard County
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YOUR VOTE = YOUR VOICE

Fundraiser to benefit

The League of Women Voters of Howard County
Tickets are on sale now!
Contact any LWVHC Board Member or visit www.lwvhowardmd.org and use the
“Donate” button. Tickets will be mailed to you.
OR
Send a check to
League of Women Voters Howard County
5430 Vantage Point Road -Suite C
Columbia, MD 21044

Tickets are:
1 for $5.00, 3 for $10.00, 6 for $20.00
Drawing will be April 23, 2019
Every ticket is a winner by supporting the League!
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Winter Fundraiser
Benefitting the

League of Women Voters of Howard County
Join us on

December 18, 2018
9:00 am – 9:00 pm
At the Barnes and Noble Bookstore, Long Gate Shopping Center for a
gift-wrapping fundraiser.
League Volunteers will be wrapping your holiday gifts. All donations
will support the LWV of Howard County.
We need volunteers! If you are interested in being a gift wrapper,
contact Thea Jones at tjones89@comcast.net or 410-465-2314 or email
Gina at the League office at info@lwvhowardmd.org or call her at 410730-0142.
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MISSION STATEMENT
The League of Women Voters,
a nonpartisan political
organization, encourages
informed and active
participation in government,
works to increase
understanding of major public
policy issues, and influences
public policy through
education and advocacy.

CONTACT US
Phone/Fax:
410-730-0142
info@howard.lwvmd.org
www.lwvhowardmd.org
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GIANT FOOD STORE GIFT CARD ORDER FORM
Date: ______________
Name: __________________________
Address: ________________________
Telephone: _______________________
Email: ___________________________
I am ordering $ _____ in Giant Gift/debit cards as follows:
Number of $50 cards: _______
My check in the amount of $ _______ is enclosed.
______ I will pick up at the League office.
______ Please mail my Gift Card(s) (Enclose a self-addressed
stamped envelope)
______ Other arrangements (Please contact Sue Buswell)
Please make checks payable to LWVHC

