the

Howard
County
JUNE, 2019

VOTER

PRESIDENT’S LETTER
Beth Hufnagel, President
I hope that all of you are looking forward to summer as much as I am!
Believe it or not, early voting for the next election year begins in only one year,
June 2020. Cheryle Wharton, the new Voter Services Director, is planning to
expand our traditional voter registration efforts beyond the libraries and high
schools. If you have not yet volunteered for the VR corp, please sign up on our
Facebook page or email her at cheraton@hotmail.com.
In preparation for the exciting work that an election year brings, especially
poll evaluations, we are starting to plan a membership marketing effort. Be
on the lookout for details, but in the meantime, do all of your friends know
how important the League and its work is to our quality of life here in Howard
County? Let them know!
Your League continues our local advocacy with an Education Study led by Krista
Threefoot, our new Education Director. If equity in education in Howard County
interests you, please contact her to offer your help at two3foots@yahoo.com.
Summer is the time for the League to put our best foot forward, so find your
patriotic colors and prepare to march in several parades, and staff the table at local
outdoor events! I will send email invites as opportunities arise.
If you have not yet renewed your 2019–2020 membership, please do so now. If you
are not sure if you have joined or not (e.g., paid during calendar year 2019), please
contact Membership Director Shari Glenn at shariglenn1@gmail.com.

REMEMBERING MARGO
Margaret Gibson Garner, 103, lifetime member of the
LWV and former President of LWV Howard County
(1973-75) passed away on May 13, 2019 at The
Residences of Vantage Point, Columbia, MD
Margaret aka “Margo”, was born April 27, 1916 in
Newport, North Carolina. She moved to DC with her
father when she was very young. She lived in the DC
area working as a reporter for the lower house, was a high school math and
science teacher as well as NSA. She was an early computer expert as well as
a great organizer in general.
Once retired, she moved to Vantage House in Columbia, MD. She lived in
Columbia until her passing. She was laid to rest in Maplewood cemetery,
Wilson NC beside her parents.

UPCOMING EVENTS
JUNE 7–9
LWVMD Convention
Courtyard Gaithersburg
Washingtonian Center
(See page 5 for details.)
JULY 4
Longfellow Parade
10:00 am
JULY 13
Board Retreat
Details to come.
SEPTEMBER 5
Board Meeting
Oakland Manner
7:00 pm
SEPTEMBER 18
Unit Meetings
10:00 am
Vantage House
SEPTEMBER 19
7:00 pm
Historic Oakland Manor
(please check the September
Voter for confirmation.)
SAVE THE DATE
JANUARY 11, 2020
LWVHC Legislative Breakfast
St. John’s Episcopal Church
9120 Frederick Rd.
Ellicott City, MD
Time TBD
The League of Women Voters
is where hands-on work to
safeguard democracy leads to
civic improvement.
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PROGRAM REPORT

ABOUT US

Thea Jones, Vice-President and Program Director
Update: May Unit Meetings – 2019
At our May Unit Meetings we welcomed two program committee members: Lucie
Geinzer, LWVHC Assistant Director for Program and Susan Fingerman, long-time
LWVHC member. Their input into program ideas and implementation will be
invaluable to the League.
May Unit Meetings were designed to gather input from League members on the
content of meetings that will be presented during the 2019 – 2020 League year.
Focus at the meetings was on Unit Meetings and public meetings which are on topics
of interest to the entire Howard County community. Both types of meetings are part
of the structure of the LWVHC.
In addition, there was discussion concerning the possibility of events that could be
sponsored or co-sponsored by the LWVHC to celebrate the 100th anniversary of the
signing (2019) and the ratification (2020) of the 19th Amendment to the Constitution
of the United States. 2020 is not only the 100th anniversary of the 19th Amendment,
it is also the 100th anniversary of the League of Women Voters.
There were many creative ideas for each of the types of events that were discussed
and these ideas will be shared with the LWVHC Board this summer. Decisions will
be made as to which events can be supported by the League and also which should
generate enthusiasm from all League members.
Below is a brief overview of the discussions and ideas which were shared:
Unit Meetings:
• Presentation by a Howard County budget expert
• Presentation by a representative of the Board of Elections
• An update on environmental issues in HoCo
• A tour of Ellicott City with Alicia Jones and a discussion on EC flood mitigation
• A LWVHC “Book of the Year” with a discussion at a Unit Meeting
• A
 tour of the Jessup Women’s Prison and a discussion of services available to
inmates that helps with life after release
• T ours of Howard County’s fire station, the National Museum of Women in the
Arts, the State House in Annapolis, etc.
(continued on page 3)

“The League of Women Voters believes
its strength and influence derives from
a dedication to consensus building on
grassroots initiatives and on careful
preparation before acting.”
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Lucie Geinzer
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Contact Us
Howard County LWV
5430 Vantage Point Rd. Suite C
Columbia, MD 21044
410-730-0142
Email: info@howard.lwvmd.org
Web: www.lwvhowardmd.org
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Community Events and Ideas for Celebrating the 19th Amendment:
• Have a LWVHC Community Meeting in September to “kick-off” the new League year and have a major speaker such as
Justice Sonia Sotomayor. Use this meeting to promote the League and solicit new members.
• Sponsor a program with the Capitol Steps.
• Ask for a proclamation from County Executive Calvin Ball.
• H
 old a community meeting celebrating women leaders in Howard County which could include police chief and fire
chief, political leaders, leaders in health care, education, non-profits, ethnic organizations, the arts, entrepreneurs, etc.
• S ponsor essay contests for HCPSS students and also women in the community who could write essays on what having
the vote has meant to them.
• Co-sponsor an event at the Chrysalis – perhaps with the Columbia Orchestra.
In all of the discussions, the focus was on having meeting content that would further the principles and objectives of the
League of Women Voters (see May Voter and below.) If you would like to work on one of the events listed above or if you
have additional ideas for 2019-2020 meetings, celebrations, etc. please contact Thea Jones at tjones89@comcast.net.
Questions? Concerns? Thoughts? New Ideas? Volunteer for the Program Committee?
Please email me at tjones89@comcast.net.

A special thanks to those LWVHC members who attended Unit Meetings during the 2018–2019 League year.
Your support and your ideas and your questions were greatly appreciated!

League of Women Voters 101 – Second Edition - League Principles:
The League of Women Voters believes in representative government and in the individual liberties established in the
Constitution of the United States.
The League of Women Voters of the United States believes that all powers of the U.S. government should be exercised
within the constitutional framework of a balance among the three branches of government: legislative, executive, and
judicial. (2008 National Convention)
The League of Women Voters believes that democratic government depends upon the informed and active participation of
its citizens and requires that governmental bodies protect the citizen’s right to know by giving adequate notice of proposed
actions, holding open meetings and making public records accessible.
The League of Women Voters believes that every citizen should be protected in the right to vote; that every person should
have access to free public education that provides equal opportunity for all; and that no person or group should suffer legal,
economic or administrative discrimination.
The League of Women Voters believes that efficient and economical government requires competent personnel, the clear
assignment of responsibility, adequate financing, and coordination among the different agencies and levels of government.
The League of Women Voters believes that responsible government should be responsive to the will of the people; that
government should maintain an equitable and flexible system of taxation, promote the conservation and development of
natural resources in the public interest, share in the solution of economic and social problems that affect the general welfare,
promote a sound economy and adopt domestic policies that facilitate the solution of international problems.
The League of Women Voters believes that cooperation with other nations is essential in the search for solutions to world
problems and that development of international organization and international law is imperative in the promotion of
world peace.
League Principles as published in the LWVHC 2018–2019 Handbook, page 10.
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REAL ID IS HERE. ARE YOU READY?
What is the real ID card?
The REAL ID Act is a federal law passed by Congress after Sept. 11, 2001, that establishes specific minimum federal standards
for state-issued driver’s licenses and ID cards to be accepted for certain federal purposes, like entering a federal building
or boarding a domestic commercial flight. Enforcement of the REAL ID Act at the card level begins on October 1, 2020.
Maryland has been REAL ID compliant since 2011.
While REAL IDs are optional and are not needed to drive or vote, you’ll need it to board a domestic commercial flight as of
October 1, 2020 if you do not have an alternative federally-acceptable identification, such as a valid passport or military ID
card. In addition to needing it for a domestic flight, you’ll need the REAL ID to enter federal offices or military installations if
you don’t have a passport or military ID card.
When do I need to get a REAL ID?
Beginning October 1, 2020, Marylanders will need a REAL ID-compliant license,
identification card or an acceptable alternative identification as approved by
TSA to board domestic commercial flights or enter a federal facility without
a secondary form of Department of Homeland Security (DHS) approved
identification.

Some Marylanders who have the new REAL ID license or
identification card still must bring in certain documentation
to comply with the federal REAL ID requirement.

How do I get a Maryland REAL ID card?
Marylanders can upgrade to a REAL ID or stick with a standard driver’s license
when they get a new license at a Maryland Department of Transportation
Motor Vehicle Administration branch office. Officials encourage residents to
make an appointment on the MDOT MVA website to obtain the secure ID.

Required documentation includes identification (original or certified copy of
a birth certificate with a raised seal or valid U.S. passport), a Social Security
card, W-2 form, proof of legal name changes, and two proofs of address, such as vehicle registration, insurance card or bank
statement. For specific information about what documents you’ll need to apply for pre-verification, go to the REAL ID FAQs
page (www.mva.maryland.gov/realid/real-id-faqs.htm).
(Photo: Image courtesy Maryland MVA. Source: www.delmarvanow.com)

Can the REAL ID driver’s license or identification card be applied for online?
If the Real ID Lookup Guide (http://www.mva.maryland.gov/realid/realidlookup.htm) indicates that you need to provide
documents to MDOT MVA to renew your driver’s license or identification card, you must visit an MDOT MVA branch in
person. REAL ID security requirements require that you bring in documents to be reviewed and scanned in person.
Do I need a REAL ID to fly in 2018?
Current Maryland driver’s licenses and identification cards will remain acceptable identification for boarding domestic
commercial flights until October 1, 2020.
Learn more by visiting www.mva.maryland.gov/realid/real-id-faqs.htm
Information is also available at www.dhs.gov/real-id-public-faqs
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The League of Women
Voters, a nonpartisan political
organization, encourages
informed and active
participation in government,
works to increase
understanding of major public
policy issues, and influences
public policy through
education and advocacy.

Contact Us
Phone/Fax:
410-730-0142
info@howard.lwvmd.org
www.lwvhowardmd.org

GIANT FOOD STORE GIFT CARD ORDER FORM
Date:____________
Name: _______________________________________
Address: _____________________________________
Telephone: ___________________________________
Email: _______________________________________
I am ordering $ _________ in Giant Gift/debit cards as follows:
Number of $50 cards: _______
My check in the amount of $ _______ is enclosed.
_______ I will pick up at the League office.
_______ Please mail my Gift Card(s) (Enclose a self-addressed
stamped envelope.)
_______ Other arrangements (Please contact Sue Buswell)
Please make checks payable to LWVHC

League of Women Voters of
Howard County
5430 Vantage Point Rd., Suite C
Columbia, MD 21044

MISSION STATEMENT

VOTER

