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PRESIDENT’S LETTER

UPCOMING EVENTS

Beth Hufnagel, President
The Howard County League had our Annual Meeting in April, and the Maryland
League had theirs June 8-9 in Gaithersburg. We not only had our four voting
members in attendance, but Alice Giles and Roy Appletree were voted onto the
Maryland Board, in addition to the returning Andrea Gruhl. Congratulations to them!
The Maryland League responded to our pleas for financial relief and lowered our
per-member payment by $1, and followed our example by merging their lobbying
corporation into the 501(c )(3) corporation. Maryland is doing two studies this year,
one on Civic Education in Schools, and the other on the Citizen Initiatives Process.
The summer is devoted to planning – so far we’ve had meetings on bylaws,
membership, and marketing. Look for the results in late summer in the
2019 Handbook!
I gave an incorrect date in last month’s Voter: early voting starts in less than a year!
I always do early voting because there are no lines, and because I can choose the day.
For the primary, early voting is Thursday, April 16, 2020 through Thursday, April 23,
2020 from 10 am until 8 pm. The primary itself is April 28, 2020, 7 am until 8 pm.
Put it on your schedule for poll evaluation. Also, think about how you’ll help with our
candidate forums, led by our ever-energetic and competent Alice Giles.
One of my favorite memories from high school is marching with the drill team down
main street. The next parade for you to don your white outfit, carry the banner, and
wave posters is at the Howard County Fairgrounds on August 4 at 1:30pm. This is a
fun event to bring younger activists to, and you can also treat them to a day at an oldfashioned county fair. An interesting coincidence is that the Howard County Fair and
the LWVHC were born at about the same time 75 years ago. Amber Treat is working
up some new placards to commemorate that fact!
If you have not yet renewed your 2019-2020 membership, please do so now. If you
are not sure if you have joined or not (e.g., paid during calendar year 2019), please
contact Membership Director Shari Glenn at shariglenn1@gmail.com.

A special thanks to those LWVHC
members who attended Unit
Meetings during the 2018–2019
League year. Your support and
your ideas and your questions were
greatly appreciated!

AUGUST 4
Howard County Fair Volunteer
Firemen’s Parade,
1:30 PM
Howard County Fairgrounds
AUGUST 10
Creating Strong Leagues:
A Leadership-Membership
Workshop
LWV of National Capital Area,
9:45 AM – 2:30 PM
Cleveland Park DC Public Library
3310 Connecticut Ave., NW
Washington, DC 20008
(See page 5 for details.)
SEPTEMBER 5
LVWHC Board Meeting,
Oakland Historic
7:00 PM – 8:00 PM
5430 Vantage Point Rd,
Columbia, MD
SEPTEMBER 24
Community Resource Festival,
1:00 PM – 6:00 PM
Howard County
Board of Elections
9770 Patuxent Woods Drive
Suite 200
Columbia, MD
JANUARY 11
LVWHC Legislative Breakfast,
TBD
St. John’s Episcopal Church

The League of Women Voters
is where hands-on work to
safeguard democracy leads to
civic improvement.
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PROGRAM REPORT
Thea Jones, Vice-President and Program Director
Update: May Unit Meetings – 2019
At our May Unit Meetings we welcomed two program committee members:
Lucie Geinzer, LWVHC Assistant Director for Program and Susan Fingerman, longtime LWVHC member. Their input into program ideas and implementation will be
invaluable to the League.
May Unit Meetings were designed to gather input from League members on the
content of meetings that will be presented during the 2019 – 2020 League year.
Focus at the meetings was on Unit Meetings and public meetings which are on topics
of interest to the entire Howard County community. Both types of meetings are part
of the structure of the LWVHC.
In addition, there was discussion concerning the possibility of events that could be
sponsored or co-sponsored by the LWVHC to celebrate the 100th anniversary of the
signing (2019) and the ratification (2020) of the 19th Amendment to the Constitution
of the United States. 2020 is not only the 100th anniversary of the 19th Amendment,
it is also the 100th anniversary of the League of Women Voters.
There were many creative ideas for each of the types of events that were discussed
and these ideas will be shared with the LWVHC Board this summer. Decisions will
be made as to which events can be supported by the League and also which should
generate enthusiasm from all League members.
Below is a brief overview of the discussions and ideas which were shared:
Unit Meetings:
• Presentation by a Howard County budget expert.
• Presentation by a representative of the Board of Elections.
• An update on environmental issues in HoCo.
• A tour of Ellicott City with Alicia Jones and a discussion on EC flood mitigation.
• A LWVHC “Book of the Year” with a discussion at a Unit Meeting.
• A tour of the Jessup Women’s Prison and a discussion of services available to
inmates that helps with life after release.
• Tours of Howard County’s fire station, the National Museum of Women in the
Arts, the State House in Annapolis, etc.
Community Events and Ideas for Celebrating the 19th Amendment:
• Have a LWVHC Community Meeting in September to “kick-off” the new
League year and have a major speaker such as Justice Sonia Sotomayor. Use
this meeting to promote the League and solicit new members.
• Sponsor a program with the Capitol Steps.
• Ask for a proclamation from County Executive Calvin Ball.
• Hold a community meeting celebrating women leaders in Howard County which
could include police chief and fire chief, political leaders, leaders in health care,
education, non-profits, ethnic organizations, the arts, entrepreneurs, etc.
• Sponsor essay contests for HCPSS students and also women in the community
who could write essays on what having the vote has meant to them.
• Co-sponsor an event at the Chrysalis – perhaps with the Columbia Orchestra.

ABOUT US
Officers
President: Beth Hufnagel
Vice President: Thea Jones
Secretary: Virginia Kirk
Treasurer: Barbara Russell
Directors
Action: Linda Wengel
External Communications:
Patricia Laidig
Education: Krista Threefoot
Environment: Betsy Singer
Fundraising: Michelle Rice Trotter
Environment: Betsy Singer
Internal Communications:
Nancy Carlsen
Membership: Shari Glen
Program: Thea Jones
Assistant Director of Program:
Lucie Geinzer
Publications: Amber Treat
Voter Services: Cheryle Wharton
Women’s Rights: Cynthia Williams
Off Board
Great Decisions/Gift Card
Fundraiser: Sue Buswell
Great Decisions: Janis Cripe
LWVNCA Liaison: Andrea Gruhl
Nominating Committee
Ellen Flynn Giles
Betsy Grater
Roxanne Hughes-Wheatland
Contact Us
Howard County LWV
5430 Vantage Point Rd. Suite C
Columbia, MD 21044
410-730-0142
info@howard.lwvmd.org
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PROGRAM REPORT (con’t)
In all of the discussions, the focus was on having meeting content that would further the principles and objectives of the
League of Women Voters (see May Voter and below). If you would like to work on one of the events listed above or if you
have additional ideas for 2019-2020 meetings, celebrations, etc., please contact Thea Jones at tjones89@comcast.net

League of Women Voters 101 Second Edition – League Principles
The League of Women Voters believes in representative government and in the individual liberties established in the
Constitution of the United States.
The League of Women Voters of the United States believes that all powers of the U.S. government should be exercised
within the constitutional framework of a balance among the three branches of government: legislative, executive, and
judicial. (2008 National Convention)
The League of Women Voters of the United States believes that democratic government depends upon the informed
and active participation of its citizens and requires that governmental bodies protect the citizen’s right to know by giving
adequate notice of proposed actions, holding open meetings and making public records accessible.
The League of Women Voters believes that every citizen should be protected in the right to vote; that every person should
have access to free public education that provides equal opportunity for all; and that no person or group should suffer legal,
economic or administrative discrimination.
The League of Women Voters believes that efficient and economical government requires competent personnel, the clear
assignment of responsibility, adequate financing, and coordination among the different agencies and levels of government.
The League of Women Voters believes that responsible government should be responsive to the will of the people; that
government should maintain an equitable and flexible system of taxation, promote the conservation and development of
natural resources in the public interest, share in the solution of economic and social problems that affect the general welfare,
promote a sound economy and adopt domestic policies that facilitate the solution of international problems.
The League of Women Voters believes that cooperation with other nations is essential in the search for solutions to world
problems and that development of international organization and international law is imperative in the promotion of world peace.
Questions? Concerns? Thoughts? New Ideas? Volunteer for the Program Committee?
Please email Thea Jones, Director of Programs at tjones89@comcast.net

Creating Strong Leagues Workshop
The League of Women Voters of the National Capital Area (LWVNCA) is sponsoring a workshop entitled Creating Strong
Leagues” A Leadership-Membership Workshop on Saturday, August 10, 2019 from 9:45 AM to 2:30 PM at the Cleveland
Park Public Library, 3310 Connecticutt Ave., NW, Washington DC. Topics of the workshop will include:
• Why it is critical to get the 2020 Census right?
• Grants: Why you need, where to find, how to write
• Voter Services - the three-legged stool: voter registration, voter education and Election Day voting
• W
 hat is diversity in our Leagues: is it economic, political, age, ethnic, gender, geographic? How do we include it all
with increasing membership?
Join us in sharing our collective knowledge with this great opportunity for area Leagues! It is open to any interested
League member.
There is no charge and lunch is on your own in nearby eateries.
Registration is at: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/lwvnca-leadership-membership-workshop-tickets-64677499141
Information is available at www.LWVNCA.org
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A Start to Celebrating the 100th Anniversary of the 19th Amendment - Voting Rights for Women
During the lazy days of summer, you might want to head to D.C. to visit one of the following celebratory exhibits:
Votes for Women: A Portrait of Persistence
Photos and objects on display at the National Portrait Gallery through January 5, 2020. si.edu./spotlight/votes-for-women.
Shall Not be Denied: Women Fight for the Vote
Personal letters, rare film, photos and scrapbooks created by suffragists such as Susan B. Anthony and Elizabeth Cady
Stanton. At the Library of Congress through September 2020. loc.gov/exhibits.
Rightfully Hers: American Women and the Vote
Records, artifacts and photos exhibited at the National Archives through January 3, 2021.
museum.archives.gov/rightfully-hers.
Five You Should Know: African American Suffragists
National Museum of African American History and Culture.
Online only at nmaahc.tumbir.com/post/70901835372/five-you-should-know-african-american2019-suffragists.
Please watch for more information about the LWVHC’s celebrations of the 19th Amendment during the
2019–2020 and 2020–2021 League Years. Also, please send suggestions to:
Thea Jones, Director of Programs, tjones89@comcast.net
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Howard County Housing Affordability Coalition

CALL TO ACTION
Let the County Council know you support Council Resolutions 96 and 97
The County Council heard testimony at Monday’s (June 17; 7:00 pm) public hearing on legislative proposals that can
protect two important affordable housing projects. HAC testified in support of CR 96-2019 and CR 97-2019. The Coalition’s
testimony, however, will be exponentially more impactful if Council members also hear directly from our Coalition’s
organizations and individuals and others in the community who advocate for affordable housing.
§ CR 96-2019: A RESOLUTION approving the terms and conditions of a Payment in Lieu of Taxes (PILOT) Agreement by and
between the Howard County, Maryland and Enterprise Community Homes Housing, LLC, a limited liability corporation of the
State of Maryland, for rental housing properties to be known as Community Homes.
• In December 2017, Enterprise Corporation purchased from Community Homes Housing Inc. (CHHI) five Columbia
affordable housing properties comprising 300 low and very low-income units.
• E nterprise Corporation is committed to redevelop, with significant improvements, the 300 decades old properties and
hopes to actually increase the number of affordable units with the addition of market rate units.
• T he proposed PILOT, which will keep property taxes at current levels, will help Enterprise Corporation maintain
operational and financial stability of this group of properties (that are income limited and because of their age very
expensive to maintain) as it works to secure redevelopment funding.These properties are critical to Howard County’s
already insufficient affordable housing inventory as they provide safe and stable housing for large numbers of our
County’s neediest residents.
§ CR 97-2019: A RESOLUTION approving the terms and conditions of a Payment in Lieu of Taxes Agreement by and between
the Howard County, Maryland and Robinson Overlook Limited Partnership, a limited partnership of the State of Maryland, for
a rental housing development to be known as Robinson Overlook, and finding that the Development meets the requirements
of certain Special Affordable Housing Opportunities.
• T he Robinson’s Overlook housing project will be a 48-unit garden apartment complex on three acres next to
Robinson’s Nature Center. Five (5) of the 48 units would be market rate; the balance of the units will serve households
with incomes between $20,160 and $61,500. Adoption of CR 97-2019 will enable the Robinson Overlook project
to move forward as an exception to new Adequate Public Facilities Ordinance legislation that restricts new housing
development from a school area that is closed due to overcapacity.
• D
 ue to a recent school redistricting change, the Pointer’s Run Elementary school will now be over the APFO imposed
105% capacity limit by approximately 25 students. HAC believes, in part, that the Robinson Overlook project should
be continued because the project (1) will contribute to closing the affordable housing gap; and (2) is a positive step
toward decentralizing Howard County affordable housing.

Please. Take a moment to email your support of CR 96 and CR 97.
Go to https://cc.howardcountymd.gov and at the bottom of the page click on Contact Council Members.
Contact HAC Coordinator Jackie Eng (jleng1747@gmail.com) if you have any questions about this Call to Action or seek
additional information about the Coalition and its activities.
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Tuesday,Tuesday,
September
24, 2019
1 pm-6 pm
September
24, 2019
9770 patuxent
1 pmwoods
– 6 pmdrive ste 200
Columbia,
md
21046
9770 Patuxent
Woods
Drive,
Ste. 200
Columbia, MD 21046
Come visit your Howard County Resource Campus
and celebrate the end of summer!
Come visit your Howard County resource campus
And Celebrate the end of summer!
• Register to vote!
• Update• your
voterto
registration!
Register
vote!
• Voting Officials
on your
hand voter
to answer
your questions!
• Update
registration!
• Learnofficials
about working
Election
Judge!
• Voting
on handastoananswer
your
questions!
• • Learn
supportive
strategies!
Learnabout
about
working housing
as an election
judge!
Enjoy
patriotic music!
• Learn •about
supportive
housing strategies!
• Enjoy
DJ entertainment!
(TBD)
• Enjoy
patriotic music!
• Enjoy
food truck specialties!
• Enjoy
dj entertainment
from 107.3 fm! tbd
• • Enjoy
Meet food
your truck
electedspecialties!
officials! tbd
• Meet
your elected
officials!
• Enjoy
free popcorn
and lemonade!
• Enjoy free popcorn and lemonade! tbd
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The League of Women
Voters, a nonpartisan political
organization, encourages
informed and active
participation in government,
works to increase
understanding of major public
policy issues, and influences
public policy through
education and advocacy.

Contact Us
Phone/Fax:
410-730-0142
info@howard.lwvmd.org
www.lwvhowardmd.org

GIANT FOOD STORE GIFT CARD ORDER FORM
Date:____________
Name: _______________________________________
Address: _____________________________________
Telephone: ___________________________________
Email: _______________________________________
I am ordering $ _________ in Giant Gift/debit cards. ($50 minimum)
My check in the amount of $ _______ is enclosed.
_______ I will pick up at the League office.
_______ Please mail my Gift Card(s) (Enclose a self-addressed
stamped envelope.)
_______ Other arrangements (Please contact Sue Buswell)
Please make checks payable to LWVHCEF.

League of Women Voters of
Howard County
5430 Vantage Point Rd., Suite C
Columbia, MD 21044

MISSION STATEMENT

VOTER

