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PRESIDENT’S LETTER
Beth Hufnagel, President
Fall greetings, and congratulations to those of you who are all about the
pumpkin-flavor everything!
Our first Unit Meeting in September was, I think, exactly what the League is
about. We first interacted in an intimate setting with our local county Board of
Elections, then were updated on a local Study, this year an Equity in Education
Study led by Krista Threefoot, our Education Director. If you missed this meeting,
you still have a chance to catch the October meetings October 16 or 17; see Thea
Jones’ report later on in this Newsletter.
Last month I incorrectly stated that Unit Meetings are open to members only. On
the contrary, Unit Meetings are open to the public, BUT only members can vote, if
that is part of the program for that particular meeting.
The League is re-thinking our voter-registration strategy. We will continue to work
with the Board of Elections in the high schools, but we are also considering how
to reach other populations that are under-registered.
The League has also had “Get Out the Vote” as part of our mission for a long time,
and we are re-thinking how to expedite that in this new world of social media.
In one sense, this is easy since the answer seems to be “Google it!” On the other
hand, we need to build our skills and toolkit to have an answer out there before
the questions come pouring in during the primary election in April 2020.
Part of my personal mission is to get out into the community more, and in
September I attended an Association of Community Services of Howard County
meeting about compliance with charitable solicitation regulations, and also
had the pleasure of helping Roy and Susan Appletree pack backpacks for their
Prepare for Success program.

UPCOMING EVENTS
OCTOBER 2
Blueprint for Maryland’s Future
Howard Co. Forum
Patapsco Middle School
5:30 PM
8885 Old Frederick Rd.
Ellicott City, MD
OCTOBER 3
LVWHC Board Meeting
Oakland Manor
7:00 – 8:30 PM
5430 Vantage Point Rd.
Columbia, MD
OCTOBER 5
Oakland Mills Fall Festival
11:00 AM – 4:00 PM
The Other Barn
5851 Robert Oliver Place
Columbia, MD
OCTOBER 22
19th Amendment Book Club
7:00–9:00 PM
RSVP by October 16 to
tjones89@comcast.net
OCTOBER 16 &17
Unit Meetings
Climate Action Update
October 16 at Vantage Point
(formerly Vantage House)

10:00 AM
October 17 at Oakland Manor
7:00–9:00 PM

The League of Women Voters
is where hands-on work to
safeguard democracy leads to
civic improvement.
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PROGRAM REPORT
Thea Jones, Vice-President and Program Director
Unit Meetings
We look forward to our October Unit Meetings and a “Climate Action Update”
by Betsy Singer and Shari Glenn, Board members of the LWVHC. Both are heavily
involved in local and state environmental organizations and have a wealth of
knowledge to share with us concerning current efforts in Howard County and the
State of Maryland. This is a “don’t miss” meeting.
In addition, please mark your calendars for the November and January Unit Meetings
which will be very informative for all League members. More information on both
of these meetings will be included in the November Voter and the guest speaker for
the January meeting will be announced! You will want to attend both of these unit
meetings in November and January!
Unit Meeting Update–September
Many thanks to Guy Mickley, Director of the Howard County Board of Elections
and to Krista Threefoot, Education Director of the LWVHC for their enlightening
presentations at our September Unit Meeting on September 19, 2019. Guy brought
us excellent information about election security and voting patterns in Howard
County and Krista provided an overview of the issues that will be studied in the
League’s Education Equity Study. The League voted, in April at its annual general
meeting to proceed with the study and this was before so much attention has been
focused on this issue in the summer and fall of 2019 here in Howard County. Also,
many thanks to the members of the LWVHC and guests who attended the meeting
and thoughtfully addressed questions to our presenters.

Unit Meetings for 2019–2020
October Unit Meetings: Climate Action Update
Wednesday, October 16, 2019, 10:00 AM–12:00 PM at the Residences at Vantage Point
(formerly Vantage House), 5400 Vantage Point Road, Columbia, MD 21042.
(Please ask for directions to the meeting room when checking in at the receptionist’s desk.)

Thursday, October 17, 2019, 7:00–9:00 PM at Historic Oakland Manor, 5430 Vantage
Point Road, Columbia, MD 21042
November Unit Meetings: The Electoral College, Yes? No?
Wednesday, November 20, 2019, 10:00 AM at the Residences at Vantage Point
Thursday, November 21, 2019, 7:00 PM at Historic Oakland Manor

What are Unit Meetings?
“Units historically are the “heart” of the League. The Units are small
groups of local members who meet for discussion and study of
various issues of interest in Howard County, Maryland, the region
and the nation. The purpose of Units is to facilitate discussion and
understanding and are held to best meet the League goal “to promote
informed and active participation in government.”
League Structure, 2018–2019 LWVHC Handbook, p.11

ABOUT US
Officers
President: Beth Hufnagel
Vice President: Thea Jones
Secretary: Virginia Kirk
Treasurer: Barbara Russell
Directors
Action: Linda Wengel
External Communications:
Patricia Laidig
Education: Krista Threefoot
Environment: Betsy Singer
Fundraising: Michelle Rice Trotter
Environment: Betsy Singer
Internal Communications:
Nancy Carlsen
Membership: Shari Glen
Program: Thea Jones
Assistant Director of Program:
Lucie Geinzer
Publications: Amber Treat
Voter Services/Webmaster:
Cheryle Wharton
Women’s Issues: Cynthia Williams
Off Board
Great Decisions/Gift Card
Fundraiser: Sue Buswell
Great Decisions: Janis Cripe
LWVNCA Liaison: Andrea Gruhl
Nominating Committee
Ellen Giles Flynn
Betsy Grater
Cheryle Wharton
Roxanne Hughes-Wheatlland
Contact Us
Howard County LWV
5430 Vantage Point Rd. Suite C
Columbia, MD 21044
410-730-0142
info@howard.lwvmd.org
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January Unit Meeting: Becoming Engaged in Your Community
Saturday, January 18, 2020, 10:00 AM at the Howard County Library, Savage Branch, 9525 Durness Lane, Laurel, MD
There is only one unit meeting date in January.
February Unit Meetings: LWCHC Program Planning (Studies for 2020-21) & Positions
Wednesday, February 19, 2020, 10:00 AM at Vantage Point
Thursday, February 20, 2020, 7:00 PM at Historic Oakland Manor
March Unit Meetings: LWVHC Study: Equity in Education Report
Wednesday, March 18, 2020, 10:00 AM at Vantage Point
Thursday, March 19, 2020, 7:00 PM at Historic Oakland Manor
May Unit Meetings: Planning 2020–2021 Unit Meetings and Civic Study Report from LWVMD
Wednesday, May 20, 2020, 10:00 AM at Vantage Point
Thursday, May 21, 2020, 7:00 PM at Historic Oakland Manor
Unit meetings are announced in the LWVHC Voter which can be accessed at: https://hoco.lwvhowardmd.org/voter
Information is also posted on the League Facebook Page, on Instagram and community events calendars.
Please check your monthly Voter and the LWVHC website for any changes to dates, times, and locations. In case of
inclement weather, announcements will be on all LWVHC digital resources including our website and Facebook page.
If you have any questions or comments or if you would like to become a member of the Program Committee,
please contact Thea Jones at tjones89@comcast.net

Community Action Council (CAC) of Howard County to Honor Roy and Susan Appletree
Beth Hufnagel
We are pleased to share that the Community Action Council (CAC) of Howard
County is honoring Roy and Susan Appletree with the Humanitarian Award for
their work with Prepare for Success. Prepare for Success is a local school-supply
drive that ensures that all Howard County students head back to school with the
tools they need to succeed - new backpacks stuffed with the specific supplies
expected for each student depending on their level and school. Thousands of
backpacks are provided each year.
Roy Appletree has also contributed his considerable expertise to the LWVHC by
chairing our Budget Committee for several years and preparing a financial review
for the 2017-2018 fiscal year. He is now a director with the LWVMD.
This award will be made at the Holland Awards Dinner on October 17, 2019.
According to their website www.cac-hc.org, the CAC is Howard County’s
“designated anti-poverty organization,” and provides food assistance, housing
assistance, energy assistance and early childhood education programming to
thousands of families each year.
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EDUCATION REPORT
Krista Threefoot, Director of Education
Editor’s note: Since LWVHC voted to intiate the Equity in Education study, balance and equity in our schools has become a major HCPSS and community
issue with many voices being raised in both in official testimony and across social media. The study is scheduled to be presented at the March Unit
Meeting for our consideration. In light of all this, we are repeating the Education Report from the September Voter for emphasis and to let members
know of the opportunity to help with research and data analysis of this important endeavor.

Our unit is undertaking an important Equity in Education study this year.
Because of the changing nature of education in the US, and recent socio-economic changes in Howard County, the LWVHC
made a motion at our annual meeting to review our official education position, parts of which date to the 1980s. League
members voted to move forward with the study, and we’d like to invite you to join us in completing it.
Specific scope of the study:
Given the critical status of the achievement gap based on socio-economic demographics, we will review our current
education positions with an emphasis on equity, diversity, and inclusion.
The study will be based on the current LWVHC Education position:
1. In light of new research on early childhood education and early intervention, this study will review Position 5, “Early
identification of and improved programs for all children with varied and/or special learning needs, with additional trained
personnel as needed; such personnel not to be included in assigning district-wide pupil/teacher ratio.”
2. In light of new data on mental health and societal changes affecting students’ behavioral health, this study will review
position 7: “Increased counseling service in schools, including elementary grades; training for mental health counselors.”
If you are interested in helping us with research or data analysis,
please contact Krista Threefoot at two3foots@yahoo.com or 301-351-8912.

Coalition for the Blueprint for Maryland’s Future
LWVMD is a member of the Coalition for the Blueprint for Maryland’s Future (legislation
incorporating the recommendations of the Kirwan Commission). A working group has
been meeting to develop the details of the funding formula to be presented in the form of
legislation in the 2020 General Assembly. At the same time, the Coalition is making a major
push to increase public understanding and to show support for a new funding formula that
really does adequately fund public schools throughout the state. There will be community forums in each county and, in
some cases more than one, in different parts of a county.
For information about forums planned later in October and November, see MarylandBlueprint.org
Howard County Forum, October 2, 5:30 PM, Patapsco Middle School, 8885 Old Frederick Road, Ellicott City

Photo by Kelli Tungay on Unsplash
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LWVMD Constitution Day Program: The Constitution and a Changing Climate
Beth Hufnagel
I have to admit, this is the first Constitution Day Program I’ve attended, although this is the thirteenth one. There were 45
minutes of lecture by four different law professors, so I thought I would simply tell you the new and startling facts that I
learned rather than attempt to summarize the event.
Law historians refer to the “Era of Clean Environment” as being in the 1970’s, when bipartisan support brought us the Clean
Air Act, OSHA, et al. In 2008, Congress came close to passing a “cap and trade” system for carbon, but the price was that the
federal government would preempt state and local governments from passing more stringent laws, so Professor Steinzor’s
assessment ten years later is that the price of preemption would have been too high.
Did you know that the US has the oldest constitution in the world? Countries like the UK don’t have a constitution at all, but
others were written with inadequate checks and balances and ended up being thrown out one way or another. (Of course,
the USA’s Articles of Confederation 1781–1789 were a bust.) On the downside, when the US Constitution was written the
chemical makeup of air was unknown and carbon dioxide was
called “fixed air.” Professor Piermattei pointed out that our
dearest rights to “life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness”
are individual, not societal, and he sees the Constitution as an
impediment to responding to climate change.
However, there is a current case, Juliana v. United States in the
Ninth Circuit, where children claim that the government actions
are indeed depriving them of these rights…and it is proceeding
on October 29th!

LWVHC attendees at the LWVMD Constitution Day Program, September 16, 2019:
Betsy Grater, Thea Jones, Amber Treat, and Andrea Gruhl in the Ceremonial
Moot Courtroom of the University of Maryland Francis King Carey School of Law.
Photo by Beth Hufnagel

To leave you feeling positive about the current applicability
of the US Constitution, I quote Alexander Hamilton, writing in
1787 in the first Federalist paper, the first of a series of essays
to defend and market the Constitution “An enlightened zeal for
the energy and efficiency of government will be stigmatized as
the offspring of a temper fond of despotic power and hostile to
the principles of liberty.”

Women You Probably Never Heard of, But Would Have If They Had Been Given Their Due
Cynthia Williams, LWVHC Board Member
Women have been remarkable since the beginning of humanity, although they have not always received the recognition they
deserve. If I were to write a complete list of outstanding women, I would be here forever, and this article would be miles
long. Instead, I’m going to do a partial list of exceptional women that no one has probably ever heard of, along with a short
list of those we DO know.
Women Most People Have Heard About
Golda Meir (Stateswoman)
Lucille Ball (Comedienne and head of Desilu Studios)
Marie Curie (Scientist – won 2 Nobel Prizes)
Susan B. Anthony (Suffragette)
Rosa Parks (Activist)
Queen Elizabeth I (Queen of England)
Amelia Earhart (Aviatrix)
Georgia O’Keeffe (Artist)
Harriet Tubman (Abolitionist/Underground RR)

Clara Barton (Started the Red Cross)
Helen Keller (Achiever)
Eleanor Roosevelt (First Lady)
Oprah Winfrey (Television personality)
Anna Pavlova (Dancer)
Julia Child (Chef)
Margaret Mead (Anthropologist)
Annie Leibovitz (Photographer)
Billie Jean King (Tennis Star)
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Women Most People Have Heard About
Florence Nightingale (Nurse)
Meryl Streep (Award Winning Actress)
Ruth Bader Ginsburg (Supreme Court)

Elizabeth Warren (US Senator)
Joan of Arc (French heroine and Saint)
Toni Morrison (Writer/Pulitzer and Nobel Prize Winner)

It’s largely unknown that fifty-one women won the Nobel Prize between 1901 and 2018, and in several categories.
Here’s a short list:
Nobel Peace Prize Honorees
Donna Strickland – Physics (2018)
Frances Arnold – Chemistry (2018)
Nadia Murad – Peace (2018)

Svetlana Alexievich – Literature (2015)
Tu Youyou – Physiology/Medicine (2015)
Elinor Ostrom – Economic Science (2009)

Unfortunately, the Pulitzer Prize hasn’t been as generous to women. While there are several categories, including Fiction,
Drama, all types of Journalism, News Photography, Public Service, etc., a woman hasn’t won a Pulitzer Prize in Fiction since
2014 (Edith Wharton was the first in 1921). However, there are women who have won multiple times:
Pulitzer Prize Winners
Carol Guzy – News Photography (1986, 1995, 2000, 2011)
Margaret Leech – History (1942, 1960)

Barbara Tuchman – Non-Fiction (1963, 1972)
Lynn Nottage – Drama (2009, 2017)

Other women (but not all) to win are:
Rita Dove – Poetry (1987), Poet Laureate (1993)
Caroline Miller – Fiction (1934)
Debby Applegate – Biography/Autobiography (2007)

Margaret Wilson – Fiction (1924)
Zona Gale – Drama (1921)
Jennifer Higdon – Music (2010)

Woman do not just win prizes. As evidenced by the first list, they excel in everything.
This is a list of largely unknown women who broke barriers and whom more people should know about:
Women who broke barriers
Margaret Bourke – White (Photographer)
Eleanor Sears (Tennis great in 1910s)
Edith Piaf (French singer/songwriter)
Emma Lazarus (Poet)
Augusta Savage (Sculptor)
Elizabeth Rona (Made important findings about the behavior
of atoms and radioactivity)
Margaret Sanger (American birth control activist)
Margaret of Antioch (Saint and Martyr)
Tabitha Babbit (Invented the circular saw, 1812)
El Dorado Jones (Invented the engine muffler, 1917)
Stephanie Kwolek (Invented Kevlar, 1966)
Mary Anderson (Invented the windshield wiper, 1903)
Wilma Mankiller (First woman Chief of the Cherokee
Nation of OK 1985-1995)
Boadicea, Queen of the Iceni (GB, c. 26-61)
Pratibha Patil (President of India, 2007-2012)
Vaira Vike-Freiberg (President of Latvia, 1999-2007)
Dalia Grybauskaite (President of Lithuania, 2009-2019)
Dame Silvia Cartwright (Governor General NZ, 2001-2006)
Tansu Ciller (PM of Turkey, 1993-1996)
Mary Kies (First woman to receive a patent, 1809)
Elizabeth Blackwell (First Doctor, US, 1849)
Arabella Mansfield (First US woman lawyer, 1869)
Lucy Hobbs (First woman to graduate dental school, 1866)
Sally Jean Prisand (First ordained Rabbi in the US, 1972)
Louise Blanchard Bethune (First woman member of AIA, 1890)
Rebecca Felton (First woman to serve in the US Senate, 1922)

Babe Zaharias (Athlete, 1932 Gold Metal Winner, Winner of 17 straight amateur golf victories)
Rebecca Lobo (Basketball Great, Commentator)
Julia Ward Howe (Abolitionist, Suffragette, writer of the “Battle Hymn of the Republic”
Frida Kahlo (Artist)
Alice Paul (Suffragette)
Angela Davis (Activist)
Eleanor of Aquitaine (Queen of France and England)
Margaret Fuller (Journalist)
Anna Breadin (Invented the school desk, 1889)
Grace Hopper (Invented COBOL, 1959)
Anna Connelly (Invented the fire escape, 1887)
Florence Parpart (Invented the refrigerator, 1914)
Julia Gillard (PM of Australia 2010-2013)
Queen Margaret I (1387-1412)
Queen Hatshepsut (1501-1498 B.C.)
Vigdis Finnbogadottir (President of Iceland, 1980-1996)
Mary McAleese (President of Ireland, 1997-2011)
Mantsebo Amelia (Paramount Chief Lesotho, 1941-1960)
Erna Solberg (PM of Norway, 2013- )
Violeta Chamorro (President Nicaragua, 1990-1997)
Nellie Tayloe Ross (First woman state governor, 1925)
Margaret Brent (First woman in MD to own property, one of the first known suffragettes, 1647)
Jeannette Rankin (First Woman Elected to US House of Reps, 1917-1919)
Victoria Claflin Woodhull (First woman US Presidential Candidate, 1872)
Antoinette Blackwell (First woman ordained minister in a recognized denomination, 1853)
Liza Redfield (First woman to conduct an orchestra on Broadway, 1960)
Frances Perkins (First woman member of a presidential cabinet, 1933)
Margaret Chase Smith (First woman nominated for President in the US, 1963)
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Women who broke barriers
Hattie Caraway (first woman elected to the US Senate, 1932)
Nicola Sturgeon (First Minister Scotland, 2014- )
Susan Medora Salter (First woman US mayor, 1887)
Alice Guy Blache (First woman US film director, 1896)

Penny Harrington (First woman police chief of a major US city, 1985)
Ellen Swallow Richards (First woman admitted to MIT, first professional chemist in the US, 1873)
Diane Crump (First woman jockey in the Kentucky Derby, 1970)
Juanita Kreps (First woman director of the US Stock Exchange, 1972)

As we can see, women can do anything they set their minds on, given the opportunity. It is more important than ever to
remember that fact. We are being attacked on several fronts, and we cannot lose hope in our futures, and that of our daughters.

2019–2020 is the Time to Celebrate the Ratification of the 19th Amendment!
Thea Jones
Our First Celebration Activity–A 19th Amendment Book Club
Last month in the September Voter, members were asked to suggest ideas for celebrating the Ratification of the 19th
Amendment on August 26, 1920. Success! We did have several members who are interested in a book club and so here
we go!
The 19th Amendment Book Club will meet on Tuesday, October 22, 2019 from 7:00–9:00 PM at the home of Thea Jones.
We will be reading and discussing The Woman’s Hour: the Great Fight to Win the Vote by Elaine Weiss. The NYT’s reviewer
states that it is a “gold mine!” The HCPLS has both regular print and large-print copies and it is also available for purchase
at local and online bookstores. A very short discussion of the author will be followed by discussion. Light refreshments will
be available.
Future meeting dates, locations and titles will be chosen at the meeting. Please bring titles for suggestion and your calendar.
The book club is open to LWVHC members only.
It is important to RSVP to tjones89@comcast.net no later than October 16, 2019. We also hope to have a new event
announced each month through the summer of 2020. If you have an idea or would like to organize one of the events
below, please let Amber Treat at amber.treat@gmail.com or Thea Jones at tjones89@comcast.net know of your interest in
volunteering! Find a friend to work with you!
• Ask for a proclamation from County Executive Calvin Ball.
• Plan a celebration on August 19th or August 26th, 2020 and suggest that it be held at 18th & 21st in downtown
Columbia (new and exciting restaurant) and perhaps ask that the restaurant be called 19th and 26th for the day in
honor of ratification!
• Plan a community meeting celebrating women leaders in Howard County which could include police chief and fire
chief, political leaders, leaders in health care, education, non-profits, ethnic organizations, the arts, entrepreneurs, etc.
• Sponsor essay contests for HCPSS students and also women in the community who could write essays on what having
the vote has meant to them.
• Co-sponsor an event at the Chrysalis – perhaps with the Columbia Orchestra
• Ask the Howard Hughes Corporation to place signs on downtown Columbia streets such as those done for the Wine
Festival and other community events.
Please RSVP to attend the first 19th Amendment Book Club by October 16, 2019.
For more information about the 19th Amendment Book Club,
please contact Thea Jones at t.jones89@comcast.net.
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The League of Women
Voters, a nonpartisan political
organization, encourages
informed and active
participation in government,
works to increase
understanding of major public
policy issues, and influences
public policy through
education and advocacy.

Contact Us
Phone/Fax:
410-730-0142
info@howard.lwvmd.org
www.lwvhowardmd.org

GIANT FOOD STORE GIFT CARD ORDER FORM
Date:____________
Name: _______________________________________
Address: _____________________________________
Telephone: ___________________________________
Email: _______________________________________
I am ordering $ _________ in Giant Gift/debit cards as follows:
Number of cards: _______
My check in the amount of $ _______ is enclosed.
_______ I will pick up at the League office.
_______ Please mail my Gift Card(s) (Enclose a self-addressed
stamped envelope.)
_______ Other arrangements (Please contact Sue Buswell)
Please make checks payable to LWVHC

League of Women Voters of
Howard County
5430 Vantage Point Rd., Suite C
Columbia, MD 21044
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