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The League of Women Voters 
is where hands-on work to 

safeguard democracy leads to 
civic improvement.

UPCOMING EVENTS

DECEMBER 8
LWVHC Holiday Party

2:00–4:00 PM
Home of Betsy Grater

Please RSVP at  
info@howard.lwvmd.com

DECEMBER 6
Voter Registration Training

December 6, 10:00 AM
Board of Elections 

9770 Patuxent Woods Dr., #200 
Columbia, MD 21046

Contact Cheryl Wharton
443-690-0028

(Only a few openings left!)

DECEMBER 25
LWVHC office closed.

JANUARY 1
LWVHC office closed.

JANUARY 11
Legislative Kick-off
10:00 AM–noon

St. John’s Episcopal Church
9120 Old Frederick Road

Ellicott City, MD

JANUARY 18
Unit Meeting

Saturday, 10 AM–noon
Becoming Engaged in  

Your Community
Savage Branch Howard County 

Public Library
9525 Durness Lane
Laurel, MD 20723

PRESIDENT’S LETTER
Beth Hufnagel, President

Ok, what happened? Why are the Holidays NOW! Or at least it feels like it to me, 
what with rehearsing for my choir’s winter concert, finalizing plans for a holiday visit 
to NYC, and participating in the League’s annual gift-wrapping fundraiser at Barnes 
& Noble. (I’m one of those annoying people who already has a bag of wrapped gifts, 
but you don’t have to be an expert wrapper to sign up; we need people to greet and 
chat up the gift-buyers while somebody else is wrapping.) See links to sign up on 
page 7.

The League’s position for 
many years has been that 
the US President should be 
elected by popular vote. I 
hope you didn’t miss the 
timely discussion in the 
November Unit Meeting 
about the Electoral College! 
I thought that the smaller 
states would never agree 
but found out that since the 
electors are allocated by 
population (+2 per state), 

the small states don’t have much say either way. As a short-term strategy before 
the US Constitution is amended, the League supports the National Popular Vote 
Interstate Compact. I’m pleased to report that on April 10, 2007, Maryland became 
the first state to enact the National Popular Vote bill, which guarantees the 
Presidency to the candidate who receives the most popular votes in all 50 states 
and DC. 

The book for our second 19th Amendment Celebratory Book Club is The Glass 
Universe: How the Ladies of the Harvard Observatory Took the Measure of the 
Stars. This team of women proved in the process that our Sun is a star very similar 
to the 4,000 stars we can see in a dark sky, made up mostly of hydrogen and 
helium. (And these Boston women weren’t even trusted to vote yet!) This selection 
is timely because the play version, Silent Sky, arrives in DC on January 24, 2020. It’s 
also personal to me because I’m an astrophysicist and, trust me, the culture is still 
recovering from that era. 

Betsy Grater is hosting our Holiday Party at her home on December 8 from 
2:00–4:00 PM, and she has decided to try something a bit different – a Cookie 
Tasting and Exchange. I’m excited, since I’m my family’s official cookie baker, and 
I’ll take any excuse to make another batch of cookies that I can share. Your detailed 
invitation is on page 6.

See you at the Voter Registration Training coming up soon!

mailto:info%40howard.lwvmd.com?subject=2019%20LWVHC%20Holiday%20Party
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ABOUT US

Officers

President: Beth Hufnagel
Vice President: Thea Jones
Secretary: Virginia Kirk
Treasurer: Barbara Russell

Directors

Action: Linda Wengel
External Communications: Vacant
Education: Krista Threefoot
Environment: Betsy Singer
Fundraising: Michelle Rice Trotter
Internal Communications: 
Nancy Carlsen
Membership: Shari Glenn
Program: Thea Jones
Assistant Director of Program: 
Lucie Geinzer
Publications: Amber Treat
Voter Services/Webmaster: 
Cheryle Wharton
Women’s Equity: Cynthia Williams

Off Board

Great Decisions/Gift Card 
Fundraiser: Sue Buswell
Great Decisions: Janis Cripe
LWVNCA Liaison: Andrea Gruhl

Nominating Committee

Ellen Giles Flynn
Betsy Grater
Cheryle Wharton 
Roxanne Hughes-Wheatland
Cynthia Williams

Contact Us

Howard County LWV
5430 Vantage Point Rd. Suite C
Columbia, MD 21044
410-730-0142
info@howard.lwvmd.org

PROGRAM REPORT
Thea Jones, Vice-President and Program Director

The November Unit Meetings were very informative, generated lots of questions and 
comments, were well-attended and helped League members and guests come to a 
better understanding of the call from the national League of Women Voters (LWVUS) 
to local leagues to provide information about abolishing the Electoral College. 

Our members learned that the LWVUS adopted the position that the Electoral 
College should be abolished in 1970 and updated it in 2010 to include the National 
Popular Vote Interstate Compact (NPVIC) which is an interim position until there is a 
ratified amendment to the Constitution that abolishes the Electoral College. Many of 
us were not aware of this recent addition to the first position and Maryland was the 
first state to sign-on to the NPVIC.

Important Note: All of the information that was presented at the Unit Meetings in 
November came to us via the LWVUS. The presentation was, however, created by 
a consortium of LWVs in the State of Illinois. The PowerPoint, the script, and all of 
the handouts were sent out this summer and they are available for sharing, in fact, 
we are encouraged to do so! As nonpartisan organizations, the 500+ Leagues across 
the country are supporting grassroots movements across the country to abolish the 
Electoral College. 

An Invitation: If you are a member of an organization, a book club, a neighborhood 
group, a church group, etc. that would like to use this information in a presentation, it 
is available to you. If you would like a copy of the PowerPoint, script, handouts, etc. or 
if you would like help presenting this information to a group that you think would be 
interested, please contact Thea Jones at tjones89@comcast.net It would be wonderful 
to share this outstanding presentation to many groups in Howard County and/or 
beyond. The LWVUS and the consortium of LVWs in Illinois would be happy to hear that 
we are spreading the word about this issue that is so important to our democracy. 

To the Future: 

There is not a December Unit Meeting, however, we 
will be having an outstanding Unit Meeting in January in 
collaboration with the Savage Branch of the Howard County 
Public Library System. We will meet only on Saturday, 
January 18, 2020 at 10:00 AM. at the Savage Branch. Our 
topic is Becoming Engaged in Your Community and our 
guest speaker with be Candace Dodson-Reed, Howard 

County Community Activist Extraordinaire! She is the co-host, with Tom Coale, of 
“Elevate Maryland”, a podcast which explores the policies, people and stories that 
“elevate” the conversation and discusses what matters most in our community! 

Special thanks to all of the League members who have attended Unit Meetings this 
Fall and to Lucie Geinzer, LWVHC Program Committee, for presenting one of the 
November Unit Meetings and to Nancy Carlsen, LWVHC, and Jessica Seipel, HCPLS, 
for their work in planning the January meeting. 

Mark Your Calendars for February 19 and 20, 2020 when League members will 
review League Positions and make recommendations for future work of the LWVHC! 
February 19th at Vantage House and February 20th at Oakland Manor. Complete 
details in your January Voter!

mailto:info%40howard.lwvmd.org?subject=
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LWVHC AT THE HOWARD COUNTY 2109 VETERANS DAY PARADE

Photo by David Everett Strickler on Unsplash
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LWVHC 2020 Legislative Kick-off
Beth Hufnagel

The LWVHC Legislative Kick-off is scheduled for Saturday, January 11, 2020 
from 10:00 AM–noon at St. John’s Episcopal Church, 9120 Frederick Road, 
Ellicott City Maryland. We are looking forward to seeing as many of you 
as possible!

Currently, we are looking for individuals to assist in coordinating this 
wonderful event. The following opportunities are available, with a very 
brief description of what each position entails .

Kitchen Chair: Coordinate food and beverage offerings, set 
up and take-down.

Membership Exhibit Chair: Obtain materials from the office 
and set up membership table and materials.

Program Chair: Make introductions and coordinate script 
with the Moderator. Work with timekeeper and AV aide 
before the start of the program.

Fundraising Chair: Get 
tickets, pens and baskets from the office for 50/50.

If anyone is interested in volunteering for any of these positions, please contact Kathy 
Vanston on or before November 7, 2019 via email [kathyvanston@gmail.com] or 
telephone [240-381-1513]. We would sincerely appreciate any help and/or guidance in 
making this event spectacular.

Thank you!

Share your Story!
Have you been a league member for decades?

Are you a history buff?

Do you have a story to share about women in government, democracy or the League?

The League is planning several events where your experience and talents could 
contribute to the quality of the programming. Please let us know you are interested and 
the topics you would be comfortable sharing.

Some examples:

•	 Educate students on the power of the vote.

•	 Speak at Libraries about Women in History.

•	 Participate as a panel member on democracy.

•	 Inform an audience on any of the pressing issues of today.

The League will support all Speakers in preparing for the events on any topics.

If you are interested in learning more, email hocolwv@gmail.com or call Yvette Diamond. 301.712.8765

mailto:kathyvanston%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:hocolwv%40gmail.com?subject=
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DON’T MISS THE JANUARY UNIT MEETING!
An exciting and informative meeting will be held in collaboration with the  

Savage Branch of the Howard County Public Library System

“Becoming Engaged in Your Community”
Guest Speaker: Candace Dodson-Reed, Chief of Staff to UMBC’s Office of the President, 

Freeman Hrabowski, and well known Howard County community activist. 

She is the co-host with Tom Coale of “Elevate MD”, a podcast with “Maryland Focus and 
Howard County Roots” which explores the policies, people and stories that “elevate” the 

conversation and discusses what matters most in our community.

COME AND BRING A FRIEND!
The meeting is open to League members and the Howard County Community.

Saturday, January 18, 2020 at 10:00 AM 

Savage Branch Howard County Library

9525 Durness Lane, Laurel, MD 20723.

We look forward to seeing you there!

https://www.facebook.com/elevatemd/
http://elevatemdpodcast.com/

https://www.facebook.com/elevatemd/
http://elevatemdpodcast.com/
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YOU ARE INVITED!
JOIN FELLOW LEAGUERS AT THE NEXT MEETING OF THE  

19th AMENDMENT BOOK CLUB!
We will be reading and discussing 

The Glass Universe: How the Ladies of the Harvard Observatory Took Measure 
of the Stars  

by Dava Sobel.
Wednesday, December 4, 2019 at 7:00 PM

4517 Alpine Rose Bend, Ellicott City, MD 21042 

(The Columbia Village of Dorsey Search)

The book club is for LWVHC members, however guests are welcome! 

Please RSVP to tjones89@comcast.net  
and put LWVHC 19th Amendment Book Club in the subject. 

We welcome new book club participants!

Watch for future book club meetings in League announcements!LWVHC Voter December 2019

The League Holiday Party is Here –  
and You’re Invited!

Betsy Grater is hosting our Holiday Party at her home on 
December 8 from 2:00–4:00 PM, and she has decided to 
try something a bit different – a “Family Favorite Cookie” 
exchange. Prettiest cookie wins a prize! Our hostess will be 
offering coffee, tea, and light hors d’oeuvres. 

Please bring 2 dozen cookies on a plate, along with a 3x5" 
card with the cookie name, and another 3x5" card with 
the recipe. (Maybe we can put together a LWVHC Cookie 
Recipe Book?)  If your “Family Favorite” is a purchased 
cookie, they will not be turned away! A guest is also 
welcome, and please RSVP at info@howard.lwvmd.com.

Photo by Joanna Kosinska on Unsplash

mailto:tjones89%40comcast.net?subject=LWVHC%2019th%20Amendment%20Book%20Club
mailto:info%40howard.lwvmd.com?subject=2019%20LWVHC%20Holiday%20Party
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Barnes & Noble Gift Wrapping
by Michelle Rice Trotter, Director of Fundraising

Do you enjoy wrapping gifts, socializing during the holidays, helping out while having fun or would like volunteer hours for 
school? Well, how about getting in the holiday spirit by helping the League of Women Voters of Howard County raise money, 
for one of our best fundraisers of the year! 

The League needs you! Volunteers are needed! 

Join the fun and bring a friend. League members and non-members alike have the opportunity to sign-up to wrap gifts and 
greet customers on December 14 (Ellicott City Long Gate Shopping Center: 9:00–11:00 PM) and/or December 21 (Columbia 
Mall: 9:00–5:00 PM). You can choose to volunteer for either a 2-hour shift at the Barnes & Noble location in Ellicott City or 
at the Columbia Mall location or both stores! 
Please click on the link to sign up to volunteer! 

All that you need to bring is your enthusiasm and 
gift wrapping skills. Supplies will be provided, but 
if you have extra bows, ribbon, and nametags, 
feel free to bring them.

Will You Make a Strong Democracy your Legacy?
As a long-time supporter of the League of Women Voters, I don’t need to tell you that we work tirelessly 
to ensure that our government is fair and the voters educated. We think that this is the only way to protect 
and defend our democracy. In particular, the Howard County League thinks that this starts right here, at the 
local level. Remembering the League in your will is one way to have a bigger impact than you ever thought 
possible – and you don’t have to be wealthy to do it!

If you decide that this is what you want to do, you will need the following information to update or simply add a codicil to your will:

Legal Name: League of Women Voters of Howard County, Inc. 

Address: 5430 Vantage Point Road, Suite C, Columbia, MD 21044

Telephone: 410-730-0142

Federal Tax ID: 52-1789005

There are some sample ways to phrase your intentions:

Percentage of Estate:

I give to League of Women Voters of Howard County, Inc., currently of 5430 Vantage Point Road, Suite C, Columbia, MD 
21044,  ____% of my estate to be used in such a manner as the Board of Directors of League of Women Voters of Howard 
County, Inc. shall, in its sole discretion, determine.

Residue of Estate (after probate costs and other expenses):

I give to League of Women Voters of Howard County, Inc., currently of 5430 Vantage Point Road, Suite C, Columbia, MD 
21044,  ____% of the rest and residue of my estate to be used in such a manner as the Board of Directors of League of 
Women Voters of Howard County, Inc. shall, in its sole discretion, determine.

Fixed Amount:

I give to League of Women Voters of Howard County, Inc., currently of 5430 Vantage Point Road, Suite C, Columbia, MD 
21044, the sum $_____ to be used in such a manner as the Board of Directors of League of Women Voters of Howard County, 
Inc. shall, in its sole discretion, determine.

Will you continue, even after your death, to ensure that the Grand Experiment of a US democratic society is safe-guarded?

Include League of Women Voters of Howard County in your will or living trust.

To sign up for Saturday, December 14: https://signup.com/go/NMbKEdw

To sign up for Saturday, December 21: https://signup.com/go/vSkynuk

Long Gate Shopping Center The Mall in Columbia
4300 Montgomery Road 10300 Little Patuxent Pkwy.
Ellicott City, MD 21043 Columbia, MD 21044

https://signup.com/go/NMbKEdw
https://signup.com/go/vSkynuk
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Just Doing Their Jobs
Cynthia Williams

In my last couple of articles, I have gone back in time. Today, I’m securely in the present. Friday, October 
18, 2019 to be exact. For the first time ever, two NASA astronauts completed an all-female spacewalk. 
FINALLY! (There had been another planned all-female spacewalk in March, but it was postponed because 
the spacesuits they needed (appropriately sized) were not available. Of course, the absence of women sized 
spacesuits caused both anger and ridicule (see Saturday Night Live spoof). 

In spite of the past issues, Dr. Jessica Meir and Christina Koch suited up and spent seven hours and 
seventeen minutes outside of the International Space Station replacing a power controller, which regulates 
the charge to the lithium-ion batteries that distributes solar power to the station.

Both astronauts were members of the 2013 class of trainees, an eight-member class that (for the first time) included equal 
numbers of men and women. Dr. Meir holds a doctorate in marine biology from Scripps Institution of Oceanography. She 
also worked as an aquanaut, along with other posts. Ms. Koch holds a master’s degree in electrical engineering from North 
Carolina State University. In the past, she has worked for NASA and the US Antarctic Program in remote scientific field 
engineering, as well as working in space science instrument development. 

Okay, now for some history. Lest we forget, these two women were not the first women to do a spacewalk – there were fifteen 
others before them (Kathryn D. Sullivan was the first American to spacewalk in 1984). The difference is that in the past, women 
were always paired with men. (Women were not allowed into the astronaut program until 1978, and the first American woman 
to fly in space (Sally Ride) did so in 1983.) Maybe because the all-female spacewalk event took more time than it should have, 
American officials considered it an historic achievement. The astronauts, however, just saw it as doing their jobs.

“Weightlessness is a great equalizer.” – Sally Ride

First American Woman in Space
Sally Ride

First Female Space Station Commander
Peggy Whitson

First U.S. Female Spacewalker
Peggy Whitson

First All Female Spacewalk
Christina Koch (right) and Jessica Meir

First African American Woman in Space
Christina Koch (right) and Jessica Meir

https://www.space.com/16143-women-space-firsts-gallery.html
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MISSION STATEMENT

The League of Women 

Voters, a nonpartisan political 

organization, encourages 

informed and active  

participation in government, 

works to increase  

understanding of major public 

policy issues, and influences 

public policy through  

education and advocacy.

GIANT FOOD STORE GIFT CARD ORDER FORM

Date: ___________

Name:  ______________________________________
Address:  ____________________________________
Telephone:  __________________________________
Email:  ______________________________________

I am ordering $ _________ in Giant Gift/debit cards as follows:
Number of  cards: _______

My check in the amount of $ _______ is enclosed.

_______  I will pick up at the League office.
_______  Please mail my Gift Card(s) (Enclose a self-addressed  

stamped envelope.)
_______ Other arrangements (Please contact Sue Buswell)

Please make checks payable to LWVHC

Contact Us

Phone/Fax:
410-730-0142
info@howard.lwvmd.org
www.lwvhowardmd.org

League of Women Voters of 
Howard County
5430 Vantage Point Rd., Suite C
Columbia, MD 21044


