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PRESIDENT’S LETTER
Beth Hufnagel, President
Taking a big breath, now that the holidays are over. The new Maryland legislative
session starts January 8th, followed quickly by our Legislative Brunch on January
11th. If you haven’t already registered (email info@howard.lwvmd.org) or signed up
to volunteer (email KathyVanston@gmail.com), please do that today.
But wait, the primary election to fill the 7th Congressional District seat formerly held
by the late Elijah Cummings is February 4th! (See an important notice, Value My Vote
2020, on the special election debate on page 6.) There is no early voting and Alice
Giles is doing interviews instead of a Candidate Forum (29 candidates!), but we are
still doing Poll Evaluations. See you at the Poll Evaluation Training coming up soon;
choose January 14th or 15th, both with Ellen Giles
We have a special Unit Meeting on January 18th. This is a Saturday, co-sponsored
with the Howard County Library system. It only happens once, so don’t miss it!
If all of these events are overwhelming you, check the online LWVHC calendar at
https://hoco.lwvhowardmd.org/calendar_voter.
Thanks to the many volunteers, led by Michelle Trotter and Karen Ray, who
participated in the second annual and successful Barnes & Noble Gift-Wrapping
Fundraiser. We expanded from one day to two, adding a location at the Columbia
Mall. Be on the lookout for our next fundraiser, the Valentine Appeal in February.
The fourth 19th Amendment Celebratory Book Club is reading The Book of Gutsy
Women: Favorite Stories of Courage and Resilience by Hillary Rodham and Chelsea
Clinton. I just checked it out from the Anne Arundel Library, so I can’t give any
reactions. This is my first large-print edition, sigh. If you’re interested in joining us,
contact Thea Jones.
Happy New Year to all Leaguers!

UPCOMING EVENTS
JANUARY 9
Maryland General Assembly convenes
JANUARY 11
Legislative Kick-off Brunch
10:00 AM–noon
St. John’s Episcopal Church
9120 Old Frederick Road
Ellicott City, MD

JANUARY 14 and 15
Poll Evaluation Training
Tues. Jan. 14, 10:00–11:30 AM
Wed., Jan. 15, 6:30–8:00 PM
Oakland Manor
Columbia Town Center Room
Contact Ellen Flynn Giles
ellenflynngiles@gmail.com
JANUARY 18
Unit Meeting
Saturday, 10:00 AM–noon
Becoming Engaged in
Your Community
Savage Branch Howard County
Public Library
9525 Durness Lane
Laurel, MD 20723
JANUARY 20
Martin Luther King, Jr. Day
LWVHC office closed.
JANUARY 25
LWVMD Winter Workshop
Saturday, 10:00 AM–2:00 PM
Wilde Lake Interfaith Center
10431 Twin Rivers Rd.
Columbia, MD

The League of Women Voters
is where hands-on work to
safeguard democracy leads to
civic improvement.
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PROGRAM REPORT
Thea Jones, Vice-President and Program Director
Although there were no unit meetings or other community meetings in December,
there was plenty of planning for 2020!
We are very excited to present a collaborative unit/community meeting with the
Savage Branch of the Howard County Public Library System. We will meet on Saturday,
January 18, 2020 from 10:00 a.m. to noon at the Savage Branch which is located at
9525 Durness Lane, Laurel, MD 20723 and the phone number is 410-313-0760.
Note: Do check the library system’s website for any inclement weather
announcements on January 18th at https://hclibrary.org
This meeting, Becoming Engaged in Your Community is
planned to help attendees learn about the many opportunities
to become involved that already exist in Howard County.
No matter what interests you or what type of organization
you would like to support, you will be furnished with many
possibilities for contacting local organizations!
The highlight of the meeting will be our guest speaker,
Candace Dodson-Reed
See the January Unit Meeting flyer included in this edition of the Voter for details!

To the Future:
February Unit Meetings for League Members Only! Guests are welcome to observe.
If you are new to the LWVHC, the February Unit meeting will introduce you to one of
the activities which makes the League such a unique organization. Each year, League
members are asked to review the stated “Positions” of the LWVHC. These positions,
along with those of the LWVMD, LWNCA and the LWVUS form the basis for League
testimony as we work to influence governmental decisions.
All stated “positions” have been studied and discussed by League members and
brought to consensus before becoming stated positions of any of the Leagues
listed above.
In League terms, ‘consensus’ refers to agreement by a substantial number of a
representative group of members, reached after study and discussion. It is not
a simple majority and is not reached by vote. Consensus is a prerequisite to any
“position” the League takes on issues. It determines what action can be taken. It is
meant to assure that members are not only informed but in basic agreement.
Official LWVHC’s positions which are made in person or sent to governmental
entities are publicly presented only by the President of the LWVHC or a designated
member. The designated member is usually the “Action Director.” League members
are encouraged to speak or write, as individuals, in support of positions held by the
League, however this is done without speaking “for” the League.
The current positions of all four levels (LWVHC, LWVMD, LWNCA and LWVUS) of the
League of Women Voters are found in the 2019-2020 Handbook on pages 16–53.
(continued)

ABOUT US
Officers
President: Beth Hufnagel
Vice President: Thea Jones
Secretary: Virginia Kirk
Treasurer: Barbara Russell
Directors
Action: Linda Wengel
External Communications: Vacant
Education: Krista Threefoot
Environment: Betsy Singer
Fundraising: Michelle Rice Trotter
Internal Communications:
Nancy Carlsen
Membership: Shari Glenn
Program: Thea Jones
Assistant Director of Program:
Lucie Geinzer
Publications: Amber Treat
Voter Services: Cheryle Wharton
Women’s Equity: Cynthia Williams
Off Board
Great Decisions/Gift Card
Fundraiser: Sue Buswell
Great Decisions: Janis Cripe
LWVNCA Liaison: Andrea Gruhl
Nominating Committee
Ellen Giles Flynn
Betsy Grater
Cheryle Wharton
Roxanne Hughes-Wheatland
Cynthia Williams
Contact Us
Howard County LWV
5430 Vantage Point Rd. Suite C
Columbia, MD 21044
410-730-0142
info@howard.lwvmd.org
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(Program Report continued)
So, what are the goals of the February LWVHC Unit Meetings?
First, we will review the current LWVHC “position” statements to determine if there are any which members believe should
be removed from consensus or reworded to be made stronger. If so, they will be sent to the Board of Directors of the LWVHC
for approval and then presented to all members at the League’s Annual Meeting in April for final approval. The timing of
the February Unit Meeting is important so that suggestions can be forwarded to the Board and then moved forward to the
Annual Meeting.
The second activity that will be included in the February Unit Meetings is a discussion of any new studies that should be
conducted by the League during the 2020–2021 year so that members can come to consensus on new positions that will be
discussed in February of 2021.
Although this process seems complicated, once consensus has been reached and studied items become “positions” you
will realize the strength of the League as we regularly present our non-partisan view at county council meetings, Board of
Education meetings, in Annapolis to the General Assembly, and to other government officials and entities.
The information above is being shared at this time so that League members will take their 2019–2020 Handbooks out and
begin to review our current LWVHCs positions with an eye to review and/or replace or keep as stated. This review will also
help you decide if there are other topics that our League should be studied in preparation for studying new issues in the
2020–2021 League year.
We look forward to seeing you at the January meeting and we hope that you will begin to prepare for the February meetings
which will be held on February 19 and February 20, 2020. More details to follow in the February Voter.

LWVHC 2020 LEGISLATIVE KICK-OFF
Beth Hufnagel
The Annual Legislative Brunch with our Howard County Annapolis
Delegation will be held on Saturday, January 11, 2020 at St. John’s
Episcopal Church, 9120 Frederick Road, Ellicott City 20142. This is a
great opportunity to eat and talk with our elected members of the
General Assembly in an informal setting. It’s also a perfect event for
you to bring friends and family to see what your League is all about.
The Brunch will be held in All Saints Hall, in the St. John’s Parish Day School building at the front of the campus. Parking is
located by the school, with additional parking located in the church lot behind the school.
Doors will open at 10:00 AM, and the program will end about noon. The cost is $10 for anyone attending without a dish.
There is no cost if you bring a dish that will serve 8 people by 9:45am. Food assignments are based on the first letter of your
last name, and are as follows:
• A–F: Fruit or Salad,
• G–M: Breads, Muffins, Pastries,
• N–Z: Main Dish (casserole, quiche, etc)
Please RSVP to info@howard.lwvmd.org or 410-730-0142 to let us know that you will be coming, and if you are bringing
food or $10.
We also need volunteers to assist with setup and cleanup. Volunteers for setup are asked to arrive at 9:30 AM and look for
Kathy Vanston. If you are able to help, let us know when you RSVP, or email Kathy at kathyvanston at gmail.com. We are
looking forward to another full house again this year!!
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DON’T MISS THE JANUARY UNIT MEETING!
An exciting and informative meeting will be held in collaboration with the
Savage Branch of the Howard County Public Library System

“Becoming Engaged in Your Community”
Guest Speaker: Candace Dodson-Reed, Chief of Staff to UMBC’s Office of the President,
Freeman Hrabowski, and well known Howard County community activist.

https://www.facebook.com/elevatemd/
http://elevatemdpodcast.com/

She is the co-host with Tom Coale of “Elevate MD”, a podcast with “Maryland Focus and
Howard County Roots” which explores the policies, people and stories that “elevate” the
conversation and discusses what matters most in our community.

COME AND BRING A FRIEND!
The meeting is open to League members and the Howard County Community.
Saturday, January 18, 2020 at 10:00 AM
Savage Branch Howard County Library
9525 Durness Lane, Laurel, MD 20723.
We look forward to seeing you there!
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The National Popular Vote Interstate Compact (NPVIC)
Lucie Geinzer
The National Popular Vote Interstate Compact (NPVIC) may not be a catchy phrase, but it is a workaround solution until an
Amendment is passed to the Constitution to abolish the Electoral College. The NPVIC will guarantee the Presidency to the
candidate who receives the most popular votes across all 50 states and the District of Columbia. The Compact ensures that
every vote, in every state, will matter in every presidential election. The Compact is a state-based approach that preserves
the Electoral College, state control of elections, and the power of the states to control how the President is elected.
As of July, 2019, the National Popular Vote bill has been enacted by 16 jurisdictions possessing 196 electoral votes (72.6% out
of the 270 electoral votes needed for a majority). Maryland was the first state to adopt the NPVIC in 2007. The Compact will
take effect when enacted by states with 74 more electoral votes.
The shortcomings of the current system of electing the President stem from “winner-take-all” laws that have been enacted
by state legislatures in 48 states. These laws award all of a state’s electoral votes to the candidate receiving the most popular
votes in each state.
These state winner-take-all statutes give presidential candidates no reason to pay attention to the issues of concern to voters
in states where the statewide outcome is a foregone conclusion. For more information, go to nationalpopularvote.com

The League of Women Voters of the United States believes that the direct-popular-vote method for electing
the President and Vice-President is essential to representative government. The League of Women Voters
believes, therefore, that the Electoral College should be abolished. We support the use of the National Popular
Vote Compact as one acceptable way to achieve the goal of the direct popular vote for election of the president
until the abolition of the Electoral College is accomplished.
—Statement of Position on Selection of the President, as Announced by National Board, January 1970, Revised March 1982, Updated June 2004
and Revised by the 2010 Convention.

YOU ARE INVITED!
JOIN FELLOW LEAGUERS AT THE NEXT MEETING OF THE
19th AMENDMENT BOOK CLUB!
We will be reading and discussing another book that celebrates women
in honor of the ratification of the 19th Amendment:

The Book of Gutsy Women: Favorite Stories of Courage and Resilience
by Hillary Rodham and Chelsea Clinton
Stories of inspiring women with the courage to stand up to the status quo and get the job done!
Thursday, January 23, 2020 at 7:00 PM
4517 Alpine Rose Bend, Ellicott City, MD 21042
(The Columbia Village of Dorsey Search)
The book club is for LWVHC members, however guests are welcome with an RSVP!
Please RSVP to tjones89@comcast.net
and put LWVHC 19th Amendment Book Club in the subject.
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VALUE MY VOTE 2020 DISTRICT 7 CONGRESSIONAL DEBATE
The area’s leading online media provider will hold one debate for the top 5 District 7
Congressional Candidates who secure the most votes at the Value My Vote poll.
The debate will be on Monday, January 20 (Martin Luther King Day) from 5:30 PM to 8:00 PM
and will be live-streamed on Facebook, Periscope, YouTube and their website. Panelists include
Baltimore Sun political reporter Luke Broadwater, defense attorney Ivan J. Bates and criminal
justice advocate Caryn York.
Please take the opportunity to vote online for the candidate(s) you want to see included in the debate. After you vote,
please forward the link and encourage everyone in your networks to participate. One vote per email address.
Click on the link below or copy and paste this link to your browser.
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfxASQRVRYVDHoWdSMDwGkSExdvos5tbOkVW6tbMtcdQX_N1A/
viewform?usp=sf_link

MARYLAND LEGISLATIVE AGENDA FOR WOMEN (MLAW)
Cynthia Williams, Board Member, Women’s Equity
Recently I had the honor to attend MLAW’s annual Legislative Conference. MLAW is a “statewide, non-partisan,
independent coalition of groups and individuals that advocate for progressive legislation initiatives that promote
and protect the well-being of women and their families in Maryland”. MLAW has been around for 25 years, and has the
distinction of having 90 pieces of legislation by the Maryland General Assembly passed during that time.
The conference develops the MLAW Legislative Agenda to focus legislators’ attention on their issues and raise visibility
throughout the state. During a legislative reception in Annapolis during the legislative session, the Agenda is introduced to
advocates and legislators. The Agenda is distributed to every Maryland legislator. Along with their advocacy partners, they
submit testimony, advocate for bills, and promote the Agenda through their large email list, website
(https://mdlegagendaforwomen.org), and Facebook page.
As you can see, MLAW is a strong voice for Maryland’s women. I am proud to say that I have joined their organization, and
as a member I have had the opportunity to vote on the upcoming Agenda for the 2020 session. Nineteen potential bills were
presented during the conference, some by the legislator that will be sponsoring the bills, some by the organizations that are
bringing the bills forward. Although the votes haven’t been tallied yet, so the Agenda hasn’t been finalized, I the proposed
bills are listed below.
Eliminate Marriage as a
Defense to Sex Crimes

Teen Sexting

Sexual Solicitation of a
Minor

Strangulation – First
Degree Assault

Protective Orders – Relief
Eligibility – Rape and
Sexual Offenses

Expansion of MD’s
Background Checks for
Vacatur Law for Survivors all Gun Sales in MD
of Human Trafficking

Labor and Employment
– Salary History
Information Disclosures

MD Child Tax Credit

Time – to Care – Family
and Medical Leave
Insurance Program

Child Care Subsidy –
Working Family Act

Equal Pay for Equal Work
– Inquiring About Wages
- Prohibition on Adverse
Action

Worker’s Rights Act of
2020

Places of
Family Law – Marriage –
Accommodation – Pricing Age Requirements
of Goods and Services
(Pink Tax)

Correctional Services –
Prerelease Unit for
Women – Requirement
to Operate

Pregnant Incarcerated
Continuity of Care Act
2020

Educational Equity for
Accommodations for
Pregnant, Expectant, and Limitations Caused By
Parenting Students Act
Pregnancy or Childbirth
for State Employees

All of these potential bills are important to women. I hope you’ll join me by becoming a member of MLAW.
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AND STILL SHE PERSISTED – FANNIE LOU HAMER
Cynthia Williams, Board Member, Women’s Equity
Fannie Lou Hamer was a force unto herself. She was an American voting and
women’s rights activist, a community organizer, and a leader in the civil rights
movement. Fannie Lou incurred many hardships in her efforts for greater economic
and voting opportunities for African Americans.
Born Fannie Lou Townsend on October 6, 1917 in Montgomery County, Mississippi, she
grew up in poverty, helping her family of twenty-two pick cotton by the age of six. By
the time she was twelve, she had left what little schooling she was receiving to work
full time in the cotton fields. Even after she married her husband Perry in 1944, she
continued to toil on the Mississippi plantation owned by B.D. Marlowe. However, she
also served as timekeeper because she was the only one who could read and write.
If poverty wasn’t enough, in 1961 she was given a hysterectomy by a white doctor
without her consent when she was undergoing surgery for a uterine tumor, cutting
off her ability to have children of her own. (Forced sterilization of black women in
order to reduce the black population was very widespread in the South during that time. Undaunted, she and her husband
later adopted two daughters.)
Voting in the South in the early part of the 20th century was a harrowing affair. Incensed by the efforts of whites to deny
blacks the vote, she attended meetings led by civil rights activists and became an organizer for the Southern Christian
Leadership Conference (SCLC). In her role of organizer, she led seventeen volunteers to register to vote on August 31, 1962
at the Indianola, Mississippi Courthouse. The group was denied the right to vote due to an unfair literacy test. As further
incentive NOT to vote, the group’s bus was stopped and they were fined $100.00 for their bus being “too yellow.” For her
efforts, she and her husband were fired from their jobs, and her employer Marlowe confiscated much of their property. The
Hamers left and moved to Ruleville, Mississippi without very much. She later said, “They kicked me off the plantation, they
set me free. It’s the best thing that could happen. Now I can work for my people.”
Hamer was eventually able to register to vote, but her struggles weren’t over. Hamer and several other black women
were arrested for sitting in a “whites-only” bus station restaurant in Charlestown, South Carolina. Whilst in jail, she and
the women were beaten mercilessly, which left Hamer with lifelong injuries from a blood clot in her eye, leg damage, and
permanent kidney damage.
Undeterred, Hamer decided to go into politics. She co-founded the Mississippi Freedom Democratic Party (MFDP) in order
to counter the local Democratic Party’s efforts to keep black people from voting. In 1964, Hamer and other MFDP members
went to the Democratic National Convention, insisting on being recognized as an official delegation. The Democratic party
blocked her speech before the Credentials Committee from getting television air time by airing President Lyndon Johnson’s
televised press conference instead. All was not lost – her speech calling for integrated state delegations and outlining the
racial prejudice in the South was later televised.
Later in 1964, Hamer helped coordinate Freedom Summer to help with African American voter registration in the still
segregated South. Hundreds of college students, black and white, were part of the effort. Also, in 1964 she decided to run
for the Mississippi House of Representatives, but wasn’t allowed on the ballot. She and two other women (Victoria Gray and
Annie Devine) protested in the US Congress against the Mississippi House election of 1964. In spite of this defeat, Hamer
continued to travel and gave commanding speeches on behalf of civil rights. Hamer’s vision for racial parity was finally a
reality by 1968, and Hamer was a member of the first integrated delegation of Mississippi. Hamer later went on to help
found the National Women’s Political Caucus in 1971.
(continued)
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(Fannie Lou Hamer continued)
Seeing that politics was only one way to help African Americans, Hamer decided to work towards economic equality. In
1968, she began a “pig bank” to provide free pigs to black farmers. In 1969, she began the Freedom Farm Cooperative (FFC),
purchasing land that blacks could farm collectively. With donor assistance, she purchased 640 acres, created a cooperative
store, boutique, and a sewing business, as well as providing childcare and other family services. But that’s not all – she made
sure that 200 units of low-income housing were built. In fact, at its height, the coop was among the largest employers in
Sunflower County.
Hamer fought and lost her last fight – her fight against breast cancer. She died in 1977, at the age of 59.

“When I liberate myself, I liberate
others. If you don’t speak out ain’t
nobody going to speak out for you.”
– Fannie Lou Hamer

Share your Story!
Have you been a long-standing league member?
Are you a history buff?
Do you have a story to share about women in government, democracy or the League?
The League is planning several events where your experience and talents could
contribute to the quality of the programming. Please let us know you are interested and
the topics you would be comfortable sharing.
Some examples:
•

Educate students on the power of the vote.

•

Speak at Libraries about Women in History.

•

Participate as a panel member on democracy.

•

Inform an audience on any of the pressing issues of today.

The League will support all Speakers in preparing for the events on any topics.
If you are interested in learning more, email hocolwv@gmail.com or call Yvette Diamond. 301.712.8765
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The League of Women
Voters, a nonpartisan political
organization, encourages
informed and active
participation in government,
works to increase
understanding of major public
policy issues, and influences
public policy through
education and advocacy.

Contact Us
Phone/Fax:
410-730-0142
info@howard.lwvmd.org
www.lwvhowardmd.org

GIANT FOOD STORE GIFT CARD ORDER FORM
Date:____________
Name: _______________________________________
Address: _____________________________________
Telephone: ___________________________________
Email: _______________________________________
I am ordering $ _________ in Giant Gift/debit cards as follows:
Number of cards: _______
My check in the amount of $ _______ is enclosed.
_______ I will pick up at the League office.
_______ Please mail my Gift Card(s) (Enclose a self-addressed
stamped envelope.)
_______ Other arrangements (Please contact Sue Buswell)
Please make checks payable to LWVHC

League of Women Voters of
Howard County
5430 Vantage Point Rd., Suite C
Columbia, MD 21044

MISSION STATEMENT

VOTER

