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PRESIDENT’S LETTER
Beth Hufnagel, President
The Maryland legislature is now in session! Our Legislative Brunch marked the
kick-off for the Howard County Delegation, and I’m pleased to announce that eight
of our delegates and senators bravely subjected themselves to our questioning.
Many thanks to Kathy Vanston for leading our awesome corp of volunteers! I’m
proud to report that every person who offered to bring food did so – what a reliable
group I have the honor to lead! Mark your calendars for January 9, 2021 so you don’t
miss it next year.
The League has produced a Voter
Guide (of course!) for the Special
Primary Election on February 4th
to fill the 7th Congressional District
seat formerly held by the late Elijah Cummings. Since that district is gerrymandered
across three local League turfs, it was produced by the state league (LWVMD). Click
on the Voter Guide link or the image above to the LWVMD web page to view this
special guide.
There is no early voting for the February 4 Special Primary Election. Alice Giles is
doing interviews instead of a Candidate Forum (29 candidates!), but we are still
doing Poll Evaluations. Unfortunately, the Howard County Board of Elections has
chosen not to do 100% coverage for the Special Election, which is a shame as
there is bound to be confusion over the new same-day registration process. If you
missed the two formal Poll Evaluation Training events in January, contact Ellen Giles
(ellenflynngiles@gmail.com: 301-466-8715) to let her know you are interested and
to arrange training. (Yes, we need more people!)
The LWVMD leads our interactions with the Legislature, so their offices are
conveniently located in Annapolis. They have organized a free Fair Maps Lobby Night
on February 17. If you don’t know what that is all about, see the article on page 8.
The League’s Annual Legislative Day on March 4 does have a fee, but lunch is
included. Please sign up today so the organizers can be prepared!
The third 19th Amendment Celebratory Book Club read The Book of Gutsy
Women: Favorite Stories of Courage and Resilience by Hillary Rodham and Chelsea
Clinton. I enjoyed reading more about names I knew, like Maria Montessori, but
was frustrated by all the other books it recommended – way too many sounded
inspiring! If you’re interested in joining us for our next selection, contact Thea Jones
(TJones89@comcast.net.)
See you at a February Unit Meeting!

UPCOMING EVENTS
FEBRUARY 4
Special Election
Congressional District 7
For questions about LWVHC
Poll Evaluation Training,
contact Ellen Giles
ellenflynngiles@gmail.com
301-466-8715
FEBRUARY 17
LWVHC office closed.
FEBRUARY 17
Fair Maps Lobby Night
5:30–8:00 PM
Annapolis
FEBRUARY 19 & 20
Unit Meetings
LWVHC Planning for
Studies 2020–2021
February 19 at Vantage Point
10:00–11:30 AM
February 20 at Oakland Manor
7:00 PM
MARCH 4
LWVMD Annual Legislative Day
Wednesday
House Office Building
6 Bladen Street, Room 150
Annapolis, MD
To register go to
www.lwvmd.org/leg_day_2020
MARCH 31
Fundraiser at Tino’s Italian Bistro
11:00 AM–10:00 PM
8775 Centre Park Drive
Columbia, MD
Details on page 6.

The League of Women Voters
is where hands-on work to
safeguard democracy leads to
civic improvement.
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PROGRAM REPORT
Thea Jones, Vice-President and Program Director

February Unit Meetings
LWVHC Positions Review
It’s time for LWVHC members to get out their 2019-2020 LWVHC Handbook to review
our Position Statements to determine if changes should be made. We also need to
discuss possible studies for the 2020–2021 League year. Our next Unit Meetings will
be held on February 19th at 10:00 AM at Vantage Point and on February 20th at
7:00 PM at Historic Oakland. We value your voice in these important discussions.
Our current positions can be found on pages 16–20 of the LWVHC 2019–2020
Handbook. If you wish to receive a digital copy of the handbook, please request a
copy from Gina Smith at the League office.
You can also access the handbook on the League website and select LWVHC under
“Positions.”
At these meetings we will only be reviewing our local positions and not those of
the LWVMD, LWVNCA or the LWVUS. Positions of these Leagues will be reviewed as
directed by each organization.
Our positions are the basis for League testimony as we work to influence decisions
by the County Council, the Board of Education, the County Executive, General
Assembly members in Annapolis and other government officials and entities.
Only the President of the LWVHC or a designated member may present official
League positions. The designated member is usually Linda Wengel, our current
Action Director, who has presented testimony and written many letters on behalf
of the League. Establishing positions through study and consensus is important.
It establishes the strength of the League as a non-partisan voice on important
community issues.
The goals of the February Unit Meetings are:
1. Determining if any current positions should be removed or edited. If so, they
will be sent first to the Board of Directors for approval, and then presented to all
members at the Annual Meeting in April for final approval.
2. Discussing any ideas for new studies that could be conducted by the League
during the 2020–2021 year. Suggestions may be determined by a review of
the dates and content of current positions or be entirely new items. Suggested
studies will be sent to the Board of Directors for approval, and then presented to
all members at the Annual Meeting in April for final approval.
Please mark your calendars now so that you can share your opinions regarding our
LWVHC positions and ideas for new studies.
(continued)

ABOUT US
Officers
President: Beth Hufnagel
Vice President: Thea Jones
Secretary: Virginia Kirk
Treasurer: Barbara Russell
Directors
Action: Linda Wengel
External Communications: Vacant
Education: Krista Threefoot
Environment: Betsy Singer
Fundraising: Michelle Rice Trotter
Internal Communications:
Nancy Carlsen
Membership: Shari Glenn
Program: Thea Jones
Assistant Director of Program:
Lucie Geinzer
Publications: Amber Treat
Voter Services: Cheryle Wharton
Women’s Equity: Cynthia Williams
Off Board
Great Decisions/Gift Card
Fundraiser: Sue Buswell
Great Decisions: Janis Cripe
LWVNCA Liaison: Andrea Gruhl
Nominating Committee
Ellen Giles Flynn
Betsy Grater
Cheryle Wharton
Roxanne Hughes-Wheatland
Cynthia Williams
Contact Us
Howard County LWV
5430 Vantage Point Rd. Suite C
Columbia, MD 21044
410-730-0142
info@howard.lwvmd.org
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(Program Report continued)

Update on Very Successful January Unit Meeting
On January 18, 2020, eighteen hardy souls braved dire weather predictions to attend Becoming
Engaged in Your Community, our unit meeting collaboratively organized with and presented at
the Howard County Savage Branch Public Library. Planned to help attendees learn about the
many opportunities and ways to become involved in community affairs, the highlight of the
meeting was guest speaker, Candace Dodson-Reed.
Columbia-born and bred, she shared the story of what inspired her to become an advocate and
made suggestions on how others could tap into their passion and become involved. Be sure to
check-out, Elevate MD, which she co-hosts, for interviews with a variety of community leaders
at the local and state level and engaging discussions on issues in our community. “A podcast
with Maryland focus and Howard County roots.” Besides learning about opportunities to
become involved in our community at an issue level through the many non-profits in our area, meeting attendees also
learned about the League’s emphasis on voter registration and information that can be found on the League’s voter website
Vote411.org
Huge thanks go to Jessica Seipel of the Savage Branch whose idea it was to have a collaborative workshop with the League
and to Nancy Carlsen, LWVHC Director of Internal Communications. We hope to have future collaborative meetings with the
HCPLS. As an aside, of the 18 persons attending the meeting, only four were LWVHC members – what a great way to attract
people unfamiliar with our work and entice them to become members!
In case you were not able to attend, another Becoming Engaged in Your Community event will be held at Vantage Point in the
near future. A date and time for this encore event is in the planning stages so look for an announcement soon.

To the Future:
March Unit Meeting to Feature the LWVHC Education Study
Mark your March calendars for the March 18th and 19th Unit Meetings when the Education Study Committee, under the
leadership of Krista Threefoot, will present the results of the Education Study Committee’s yearlong work.

Patapsco Days 2020 “Women: A Force in History”
Nancy Carlsen
Patapsco Days, an annual exploration of the histories of the Patapsco Valley, is planned
for the month of March 2020. Patapsco Days grows out of the History Days that
Patapsco Heritage Greenway held for many years and is an opportunity for a thematic
exploration of the Patapsco Valley.
This year’s Patapsco Days is titled “Women: A Force in History” and focuses on women’s
contributions in the Patapsco Valley. To celebrate the 100th Anniversary of the 19th
Amendment, Patapsco Valley partners will offer programs including lectures, guided
hikes, tours, and more to engage visitors with a variety of experiences. Visitors will learn new perspectives on the many stories
of women’s contributions in the Patapsco Valley ranging from the matriarchal way of the Piscataway, the Ellicott Sisters, the
women of the Catonsville 9, Clara Barton and the story of the American Red Cross, the suffrage movement, and more.
March 1, 2:00 PM Kickoff Program: “The Importance of the Matriarchal Way” at Benjamin Banneker Historical Park and
Museum. Join Kikeokan of Conoy Creations for a talk on the importance of a traditionally matriarchal society, the history
of the society in the Patapsco Valley, and how it would better our society today. Pre-registration is requested. Link for
registration here or go to https://www.eventbrite.com/e/opening-event-for-patapsco-days-2020-the-importance-of-thematriarchal-way-tickets-89260266861.
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Linda Wengel Appointed to Howard County Housing Opportunities Task Force
Julia Barrow
Recently, I had the chance to interview the League’s very own Linda Wengel, a member of the
League for over 10 years. The opportunity arose as Linda was just named a member of the new
Howard County Housing Opportunities Task Force that will work to solve affordable housing issues
in the county. In honor of this great achievement, Linda spoke with me about her involvement in the
housing sector, especially the work she has done with the League.
Linda is a self-described political junkie who joined the League to get more politically involved. She was
attracted by the League’s credibility and non-partisan stances, as well as the values it carries, which
are similar to her own. Linda’s first encounter with housing occurred during the years she attended
Brooklyn College, where she took classes in urban development.
When Linda arrived in Maryland and took the position of chair of Columbia’s Town Center Village Board, Linda had some of
her first hands-on experiences with housing when redeveloping began in Downtown Columbia in 2005. Over the course of
the next five years, Linda focused on assuring that the developers would provide affordable housing units as a part of the
housing units they were planning to build.
Then in 2017, when the League was reviewing existing positions, they recognized that the position on housing was
out-of-date and decided to do a housing study. Matching her personal interests and expertise, and with the guidance of
Grace Kubofcik, Linda chaired the affordable housing study to research, develop, and update the position for the League.
Throughout a full year of research, interviews, meetings, and reports, Linda and fellow members successfully completed the
study and established a new Housing Position for the League of Howard County.
Her hard work and dedication to housing issues were recognized, and Linda was sought out to serve on this task force
beginning in January 2020. Linda will continue working hard to find creative solutions to the growing problem of affordable
housing in the county, and we wish her all the best!

YOU ARE INVITED!
JOIN US AT THE NEXT MEETING OF THE 19th AMENDMENT BOOK CLUB!
We will be reading and discussing another book that celebrates women
in honor of the ratification of the 19th Amendment:

Crusade for Justice: The Autobiography of Ida B. Wells
Edited by Alfreda M. Duster

This engaging memoir recounts the life of this outspoken and determined woman.
Mother, teacher, lecturer and journalist, Ida B. Wells began her crusade against
the oppression of black people in 1884.
Tuesday, March 24, 2020 at 7:00 PM
4517 Alpine Rose Bend, Ellicott City, MD 21042
(The Columbia Village of Dorsey Search)
The book club is for LWVHC members, however guests are welcome with an RSVP!
Please RSVP to tjones89@comcast.net
and put LWVHC 19th Amendment Book Club in the subject.
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2020 LVWMD Winter Workshop Highlights
Nancy Carlsen
The 2020 Winter Workshop opened with the excellent documentary “The 19th Amendment: A Woman’s
Right to Vote,” available for viewing at https://www.annenbergclassroom.org/resource/the-19thamendment-a-womans-right-to-vote/. Jessica Jones-Capparell, Policy & Legislative Affairs Senior Manager,
LWVUS, followed with a presentation reviewing Article V of the Constitution that outlines the process of
proposing and ratifying amendments to the Constitution. This is particularly relevant as the Virginia state
legislature recently became the 38th state to ratify the Equal Rights Amendment.
The League of Women Voters position is against the current process for calling Constitutional Conventions unless safeguards
are put in place and believes “...that a constitutional convention under Article V of the U.S. Constitution is a threat to every
American’s constitutional rights and civil liberties.” (https://www.lwv.org/sites/default/files/Constitutional-Convention.
groupletter.4-14-17.pdf). In 2017, LWVUS joined LWVMD and 40 other national and local organizations supporting rescission
of a resolution that called for an Article V Constitutional Convention. (At the time, there was a call for a a constitutional
convention to enact a federal balanced budget amendment.) A lively discussion followed on the context of the League’s
position and its implications for us as we consider actions to support the ultimate full ratification of the ERA.
Keynote speaker, Robert S. McCord, Maryland Secretary of Planning, spoke to us on The 2020 Census. We learned about the
many ways the most accurate possible census serves us. The data guides the critical distribution of federal funds as well as
funds for government and community programs and services, helps business leaders with investment decisions and is used
for reapportionment and redistricting.
It was an educational and thought-provoking session with one highlight certainly being able to mix and meet Leaguers
from around the state. Also present were LWVHC members Andrea Gruhl, Linda Wengel, Lucie Geinzer, Barbara Russel
and Betsy Singer.

Howard County Historical Society Launches “The Year of the Howard County Womam”
Ellen Flynn Giles
“The Year of the Howard County Woman,” celebrating the 100th Anniversary of the Ratification
of the 19th Amendment and Women’s Constitutional Right to Vote, kicked off from the steps
of the Howard County Visitors Center in the heart of Historic Ellicott City. The County Executive
and County Council Members joined celebration partners: the Howard County Historical
Society; Visit Howard County; the Patapsco Heritage Greenway; and Celebration Spokeswoman
Liz Bobo to honor the first of 50 amazing Howard County women to be profiled by the Society
each Friday in this historic year.
Alva Tyson Hopkins Clark, founder of the Howard County Historical Society, was a member of
three founding Howard County families, wife of Judge James Clark, mother of Sen. Jim Clark,
and grandmother of Martha Clark of Elioak Farm.
Howard County Executive
Calvin Ball speaks from the
steps of the county’s Office
of Tourism on Friday, January
16, 2020. Doug Kapustin/
Baltimore Sun Media Group

Tune in each week for an exciting adventure celebrating these inspiring women from our past
and present, and supporting the growth of those who will lead our future! Brava!
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March 31 Fundraiser at
Tino’s Italian Bistro
in Columbia
LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS
OF HOWARD COUNTY
Support the League of Women Voters of Howard County,
a 501(c)3 non-profit.

Tuesday, March 31, 2020
11:00 a.m.-10:00 p.m.
Tino’s Italian Bistro ~ Wine Bar and Italian Food
8775 Centre Park Drive
Columbia, MD 21045
410-730-TINO (8466)
www.tinositalianbistro.com

HOW IT WORKS: For the full day of this event, up to
10% of the day’s sales for the restaurant will be donated
to the League of Women Voters of Howard County. The
fundraiser percentage applies to all orders-dine in,
carryout, and delivery and applies to all food & beverages.
Reservations encouraged.
The League of Women V oters is where hands-on work to safeguard democracy leads to civic
improvement.
League of Women Voters of Howard County
5430 Vantage Point Road, Suite C, Columbia, MD 21044
Phone/Fax: 410-730-0142
E-mail: info@howard.lwvmd.org
www.lwvhowardmd.org
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Update: Barnes & Noble Gift Wrapping
Michelle Rice Trotter, Director of Fundraising
In December, members and non-members alike, helped to make the League of
Women Voters of Howard County‘s holiday gift wrapping fundraiser a success.
Barnes & Noble customers graciously made donations and gained knowledge about
the League’s mission and activities. Posters were displayed to honor, the deceased,
Honorable Elijah Cummings, United States House of Representatives. The poster
also displayed the date, February 4, 2020 which is when the primary election will
take place, to fill the remainder of his term in Maryland’s 7th Congressional District.
Participants gift wrapped customers purchases at the Barnes & Noble in Long Gate Shopping Center and at the Mall in Columbia.
A heartfelt thank you to the following volunteers who selflessly devoted their time to gift wrap while spreading cheer!
Special thanks to Karen Ray, Co-Chair, who provided major logistical support and managed activities during the planning
phase. Also, a sincere appreciation to Barnes & Noble for providing the opportunity for organizations as the LWVHC to
organize a fundraising event in their stores.
Thank you to the following volunteers:
Susan Boswell
Soulen
Ingrid Sturgis

Barbara Rudlin
Lucie Geinzer
Betsy Grater

Cynthia Williams
Ellen Flynn Giles
Barbara Russell

Andrea Gruhl
Priscilla Hart
Yanick Rice Lamb
Thea Jones
Carole Elaine Graves

Beth Hufnagel
Janis Cripe

Rebate
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Liz Bobo is Honarary Spokeswoman as Historical Society Kicks Off Its “Year of the Howard
County Woman”
Cynthia Williams, Board Member, Women’s Equity
I was fortunate enough to be able to attend Howard County’s “The Year of the Woman” event last
week. In this, the 100th anniversary of the19th amendment, it is fitting that such an event should
be held.
The event was appropriately kicked off by Liz Bobo, the first female County Executive in the state of
Maryland and only woman County Executive in Howard County. I knew that Liz had been a County
Executive, as well as a Delegate for District 12. I see her at events around the county all the time, but
I really didn’t know anything else about her. So, I did some research.
Born in Baltimore, Liz Bobo is a long-time resident of Columbia, Maryland. She wasn’t involved in politics until 1977 when
she learned that she “could speak publicly, and could organize people to action.” She served on the Howard County Council
for two terms until she was elected Executive in 1986. She suffered a difficult loss in 1990 when she was edged out of her
county executive seat by Chuck Ecker. About this she said, “It was very hard losing. But, the really good news about it – I
don’t think there’s a prayer in the world that I’d be married to [Lloyd Knowles] now if I had won that election, because I was
so focused on my career. So it turned out to be more than a good trade. Life is funny.” Bobo also said that taking some time
off from politics helped her to refocus her priorities.
But back to work she went. Governor Shaeffer gave Bobo a job as deputy secretary of the Department of Human Resources.
“It was such an eye-opener. I had seen poverty in Baltimore when I was growing up, but I hadn’t seen poverty the way I saw
it from the Department of Human Resources.” She stayed in this capacity until 1992, saying “it was a rough experience but I
learned a heck of a lot.”
Bobo attended law school later in life, attaining admission to the Maryland Bar Association at the age of 49. Two years later,
she was elected to the Maryland House of Delegates. She was, however, reluctant to run. People, including her husband,
encouraged her to run after some redistricting, but to this she said, “No, I just don’t want my life to be that.” But run she
did, and that started off her twenty sessions in the House of Delegates, where she earned a great deal of admiration for her
integrity. Ed Kasemeyer said she was, “a person who is true to her convictions”. Bobo has said of herself, “I decided to call
every vote the way I saw it. And do it with respect, not criticize anybody.” During her tenure, Bobo was known for supporting
progressive causes such as environmental protection and in-state tuition for undocumented immigrants. She also pushed to
regulate bank practices that were new at the time – payday lending, check cashing, and debt management amongst others.
Bobo was also able to pass a bill restricting all forms of businesses from bypassing the campaign contribution limit.
Bobo’s decision to retire was due to a combination of twenty years being enough, and the need to spend as much time as
possible with her grandson, Zach, who later passed away from brain cancer at the age of twenty. Today, Bobo spends her
time writing, traveling, reading, gardening, and meditation, as well as spending time with friends and family. About retiring,
she has said, “I wouldn’t trade these 30-some years for anything. I’ve had some significant accomplishments, in my opinion,
I’ve had some disappointments and I’ve had no regrets.”
Bobo is hardly out of the public eye – she still attends events for those things she cares about, and she cares about a
lot. She cares about smart growth (while in the role of County Executive, she “knew I was making political enemies [by
restricting growth], and I knew it was going to cost me votes”), the environment, the growing divide between rich and poor,
the influence of money on the political process (“It’s getting worse, with more and more and more money coming from
big-monied interests.”), openness in government, and truth-telling (she said of Ben Bradlee, “His “standard of truth-telling” is
so much needed today.”).
The people of Howard County have been so fortunate to have Liz Bobo working for them at all levels. In this, the Year of the
Woman, Liz Bobo is a woman to be grateful for.
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Fair Maps Lobby Night
Beth Hufnagel
The League of Women Voters of Maryland has organized the Fair Maps Lobby Night on
February 17, 5:30 to 8:00 PM in Annapolis. Although the practice of politicians choosing the
voters – rather than the other way around – when they create election maps goes back to
1812 and Governor Gerry of Massachusetts, our new age of digital information means that
the maps can be sliced and diced with digital precision. This “gerrymandering” happened
in Maryland in 2011, when the Democrats considered a redistricting plan to take away both
Republican federal congressional seats. They restrained themselves and allowed the Eastern
Shore to keep their Republican representative. Will they do so in 2021, which would be
perfectly legal according to the Maryland Constitution and the US Supreme Court? Only if the
Maryland voters demand non-partisan government will we get it!
The maps for the next decade will be based on the results of the April 1, 2020 Census (See How the Census Works), with the
new maps drawn in 2021. This is our last chance to make the playing field fair for the next decade!
If you can’t make it to this event, send an email to Ashley Oleson at redistricting@lwvmd.org and ask her how you can work
for fair government in Maryland!
Sign up now on the Fair Maps Lobby Night web site, which also has a link where you can learn more about the League’s Tame
the Gerrymander Coalition on Redistricting.
I’ll see you there!

We see you here Beth Hufnagel!

February 14

https://www.lwvmd.org/tame_the_gerrymander

LEAGUE of
WOMEN VOTERS
Howard County
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Highlights, LWVHC 2020 Legislative Kickoff Lunch
A huge thank you to everyone who made the 2020 Legislative Kickoff a success: cooks,
helpers; program contributors and other volunteers as well as attendees.
Legislators on the panel this year included:
• Del. Vanessa Atterbeary – District 13 – 2nd term. Vice-Chair of Judiciary Committee.
HoCo House Delegation chair.
• Del. Eric Ebersole – District 12 – Education Committee.
• Del. Jessica Feldmark – District 12 – Revenue sub-Committee. Election Law sub-Committee.
• Del. Trent Kittleman – District 9A – Appropriations Committee
• Sen. Dr. Clarence Lam – Senate, District 12 – Education, Health and Environment Committee
• Del. Jen Terrasa – District 13 – Environment and Transportation Committee.
• Del. Shane Pendergrass – District 13 – Chair of Health and Government Operations Committees.
• Del . Courtney Watson – District 9B – Economic Matters Committee. Vice-chair Democratic
Caucus.
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The League of Women
Voters, a nonpartisan political
organization, encourages
informed and active
participation in government,
works to increase
understanding of major public
policy issues, and influences
public policy through
education and advocacy.

Contact Us
Phone/Fax:
410-730-0142
info@howard.lwvmd.org
www.lwvhowardmd.org

GIANT FOOD STORE GIFT CARD ORDER FORM
Date:____________
Name: _______________________________________
Address: _____________________________________
Telephone: ___________________________________
Email: _______________________________________
I am ordering $ _________ in Giant Gift/debit cards as follows:
Number of cards: _______
My check in the amount of $ _______ is enclosed.
_______ I will pick up at the League office.
_______ Please mail my Gift Card(s) (Enclose a self-addressed
stamped envelope.)
_______ Other arrangements (Please contact Sue Buswell)
Please make checks payable to LWVHC

League of Women Voters of
Howard County
5430 Vantage Point Rd., Suite C
Columbia, MD 21044
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