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WELCOME TO KENT COUNTY! 
Located in the upper Delmarva Peninsula, Kent County has 343 miles of shoreline on the 
Chesapeake Bay and on inland rivers and creeks, with its highest elevation only 100 feet above sea 
level. Kent County has five incorporated towns: Chestertown, Millington, Galena, Betterton and Rock 
Hall. Kent County has the smallest population of any Maryland county and is its third smallest in land 
area. 

Kent County is governed by a three-member panel of elected commissioners. The county is included 
in Maryland’s First Congressional District and the 36th Legislative District. It is represented in the 
Maryland General Assembly by a State Senator, and by three State Delegates who serve Kent, 
Queen Anne’s, Cecil and Caroline Counties. 

English speakers settled in Kent County around 1642. In 1706, the Maryland General Assembly 
sought to establish a town on the Chester River to provide a place where trade could be centralized, 
warehouses could be built, and customs could be collected. By the 1730’s Chestertown was a center 
for colonial trade, economic activity, and culture. Chestertown became a port for international trade, 
and a thriving boat making industry emerged which supplied ships that sailed from New England to 
the Caribbean Islands. 

In the 1600s, most of the labor force consisted of indentured servants. By the late 1600s, slaves were 
brought to Kent County to work in the tobacco fields. As the economy transitioned away from tobacco, 
fewer slaves were needed and a free black population emerged, aided by an active abolitionist 
society. The Underground Railroad had guides in Kent County to help slaves move to the north.  

With the growth and development of Baltimore and Annapolis, by 1800 the importance of Chestertown 
as a port had declined. However, a thriving steamship industry continued into the 1900s. Steamships 
carried produce from Kent County across the bay, and returned with tourists to the Victorian resorts of 
Betterton and Tolchester. In the late 1800s, the railroad enhanced the ability of local farmers to send 
produce to more populated areas. The railroads, combined with advances in technology, boosted the 
fishing industry in Kent County, especially in Rock Hall. Agriculture, fishing, and tourism continue to 
play key roles in the economy of Kent County. 

Chestertown boasts a National Landmark Historic District that has more historic homes in use than 
any Maryland community other than Annapolis. Festivals and cultural activities such as the 
Chestertown Jazz Festival, the National Music Festival, the Harry Potter Festival, the Sultana 
Downrigging Weekend, Rock Hall’s Pirates and Wenches Weekend, and the Chestertown Tea Party 
draw visitors from around the region. Live music can be found at the Garfield Center for the Arts at the 
Prince Theater, and at the Mainstay in Rock Hall. RiverArts provides galleries for local artists, as well 
as cultural and educational opportunities for children and adults interested in the fine arts.  Fifty-one 
acres in Chestertown’s historic district are designated as an Arts and Entertainment District. 

The League of Women Voters of Kent County heartily welcomes all convention participants! 

 

About Washington College 

Washington College, founded in 1782, is the 10th oldest institution of higher education in the United 
States, and the first college to be founded in the new nation after independence from Great Britain. Its 
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founder was Rev. Dr. William Smith from Philadelphia, who also served as rector at Chestertown's 
Emmanuel Episcopal Church. Dr. Smith founded the College under the belief that the new democracy 
would need educated citizen-leaders to reach its full potential. That founding purpose remains a guiding 
principle today. At Dr. Smith's urging, General George Washington donated 50 guineas, gave 
permission to give his name to the new college, and agreed to serve on the Board of Visitors and 
Governors. General Washington's gift was the largest received at the time of the founding and was used 
to purchase scientific equipment. He served on the Board for five years until 1789, when he was elected 
President of the United States. He accepted an honorary degree from the College that bore his name 
on June 24 of the same year. According to the College's website, George Washington's "vision of a 
better future achieved through education, the respect for scholarship, and his ideals of leadership, 
character and service to others form the foundation of the institution." Among the distinguished men 
who served on that first Board of Visitors and Governors was William Paca, the Governor of Maryland. 
The Maryland legislature confirmed the first college charter upon Washington College on October 15, 
1782, and the first commencement took place on May 14, 1783. 

During the nine years that he served as President of the College, Dr. Smith saw to the construction of 
the college building that may have been the largest in Maryland at that time. Sadly, that impressive 
building was destroyed by fire on January 11, 1827. The College suffered various other economic 
hardships over the years and progress was slow. Middle Hall was constructed on the hill in 1845, and 
was somewhat later joined by East and West Halls. These, the oldest buildings on the campus, are now 
dormitories. The College welcomed women as students for the first time in 1891, over a century after 
its founding. The women were housed in Normal Hall, now Reid Hall. 

The College is located on a 120-acre campus. It emphasizes small classes, intense engagement with 
faculty, and an emphasis on experiential learning across the curriculum. It offers more than 40 areas of 
study, and its three signature centers offer special programming, community outreach, and outstanding 
student opportunities in their focus area. These are the Center for Environment & Society, the C.V. Starr 
Center for the Study of the American Experience, and the Rose O'Neill Literary House. Among the 
College's traditions is taking all incoming students to George Washington's Mount Vernon Estate during 
orientation. There, in the gardens, they affirm their commitment to the College's Honor Code. Four years 
later, graduating seniors return to Mt. Vernon to celebrate successful completion of their degrees with 
a river cruise on the Potomac. Another important tradition is the George Washington Birthday 
Convocation held in February each year, followed by the Birthday Ball, the major social event of the 
college year. 

The College is proud of the success of its students on campus and after they leave the campus, 61% 
of students are employed or enrolled in graduate school at graduation. 85% of graduates are employed 
or admitted into graduate school within six months after graduation. Washington College is one of only 
283 colleges and universities that has a chapter of Phi Beta Kappa, and membership is considered to 
be the most highly regarded mark of academic distinction for undergraduate students in the liberal arts 
and sciences. Washington College also strives for diversity in its student body, and encourages all 
students to experience study abroad. To that end the College offers semester and year-long programs 
in the following countries: Australia, Brazil, Ecuador, France, Germany, Ireland, Israel, Italy, Japan, 
Peru, Spain, Turkey, and the United Kingdom. Most of the College's programs are on a tuition-exchange 
basis. During the 2016-17 academic year approximately 10% of the student body came from abroad. 
In addition to the exchanges, many international students enter the College to complete a four-year 
degree, including students from China, but also from Latin America and the Middle East. 
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LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF MARYLAND 

PAST PRESIDENTS 
 

1920-39 Madeleine Lemoyne Ellicott 1977-81 Lois Stoner 
1939-41 Virginia Williamson 1981-83 Marjorie Johnson 
1941-43 Alice Hostetler 1983-85 Kathleen Ellett 
1943-45 Irene Sandifer 1985-86 Betsy Cullen 
1945-47 Gladys Barber 1986-87 Millie Tyssowski 
1947-49 Betty Downs 1987-91 Priscilla Hart 
1949-53 Ruth Hirschmann 1991-95 Patty Pollard 
1953-55 Gratia Woods 1995-99 Joan Paik 
1955-59 Caroline Wood 1999-2001 Joan Trafton 
1959-63 Marion Satterthwaite 2001-2005 Judith Morenoff 
1963-67 Helen Koss 2005-2009 Lu Pierson 
1967-69 Ilse Darling 2009-2013 Nancy Soreng 
1969-73 Gloria Cole 2013-2015 Susan Cochran 
1973-74 
1974-77 

Bert Booth 
Dale Balfour 

2015-2017 Barbara Schnackenberg & 
Nancy Soreng 

    
 

   
 

LOCAL LEAGUE PRESIDENTS 2016-2017 
 
ANNE ARUNDEL  Niecy Chambers and Susan Elson (Co-Presidents) 
BALTIMORE CITY  Diedre Badejo and Linda Rittelmann (Co-Presidents) 
BALTIMORE CO.  Camille Marx and Caroline Seamon (Co-Presidents) 
CALVERT   John Perryman 
FREDERICK   Melanie Cox 
HARFORD   Stephanie Hallock  
HOWARD   Lillie Gallant  
KENT    Sandra Bjork 
MID-SHORE*   Patricia Comella 
MONTGOMERY  Linna Barnes 
PRINCE GEORGE’S  Joyce Starks & Atari Muhammad (Co-Presidents) 
QUEEN ANNE’S  Barbara Sharkey 
ST. MARY’S   Kathleen Werner, Vice President 
WASHINGTON  Richard Willson 
 
* Caroline, Dorchester and Talbot counties. 
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STATE BOARD 2015-2017 
 
Officers: 

 
Co-Presidents     Barbara Schnackenberg & Nancy Soreng

 1st Vice President/Program   JoAnn Ross 
2nd Vice President/Action Chair  Ruth Crystal  
3rd Vice President/Voter Service  Ralph Watkins 
Secretary     Elaine Apter     
Treasurer     Carolyn Hetterick   

   
 
Directors: 

 
Recording Secretary    Theresa Freligh  
Wares/Workshop Arrangements  Melanie Cox 
Constitution Day/NCA Liaison Andrea Gruhl 
Membership & Leadership Development Betsy Grater 
State Board Letter    Jane Hardy 
LWVMD Voter Editor    John Perryman 
Advocacy Team - Environment  Betsy Singer 
Online Services    Richard Willson 
 

      
 Off Board: 
 
  RSC Editor     Judith Heimann 

Social Media Manager Linda Rittelmann 
  Graphic Design    Karen Heppen 
     
 Nominating Committee:    Betsy Sexton, Chair,  

Rebecca Goode, Anne Mychalus,  
Andrea Gruhl 

 
LWVUS Liaison to Maryland Leagues:  Maribel Balbin  
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PROPOSED RULES FOR CONVENTION 
 
1. Admission to the Convention shall be limited to persons displaying authorized badges as 

delegates, observers (members who are not delegates), or visitors. 
 
2. Any League member in attendance shall have the privilege of the floor. Only delegates shall be 

permitted to vote. If necessary, during a vote count, visitors and observers may be asked to sit in 
an area designated for them. 

 
3. Individuals wishing to speak shall raise their hands and, when recognized, stand (as they are able) 

and state their name and the League or State Board portfolio they represent. 
 
4. During debate, no person may speak more than once on a given question until all who desire to 

speak have been heard. No one may speak more than three minutes without permission of the 
meeting. The Chair may shorten the time allotted each speaker if the agenda is behind schedule. 

 
5. All motions, except simple motions such as those to close debate, shall be written, signed and 

delivered to a scribe who will type them into a computer so that they can be projected for all to 
see.  

 
6. The procedure for program adoption shall be: 

a) The proposed program shall be presented and moved for adoption by a member of the Board 
of Directors. Only brief questions for clarification shall be allowed at this time. 

b) Non-recommended program items may be moved for consideration immediately following the 
presentation of the proposed program. The member moving consideration may give a 5-
minute explanation. Brief questions for clarification are allowed, but no debate. Any delegate 
may ask the State Board to give its reason for not recommending the item. Such explanation is 
not to exceed 3 minutes. The vote for consideration is taken immediately and requires a 
simple majority. 

c) The proposed program and the non-recommended items voted for consideration will be taken 
up for debate, possible amendment and vote in the same order as presented. Non-
recommended items require a 3/5 vote for adoption; recommended items require a majority 
vote. 

 
7. All motions proposing legislative or administrative action on League program shall be delivered to 

the Action Motions Committee (appointed by the Chair during the Plenary Session I) before 8 a.m. 
on Sunday, June 11th for consideration. The Committee shall report upon such motions during the 
Plenary Session II and they will be voted on at this time.  
 

8. There shall be no resolutions except of a courtesy nature. 
 
9. The minutes of this Convention shall be approved by the Board of Directors upon recommendation 

of a committee appointed by the president to review and correct the minutes. 
 
10. These rules may be amended, rescinded or suspended by a two-thirds vote of those present and 
voting. 
 
 



8 
 

TIPS ON PARLIAMENTARY PROCEDURE 
 

All business at the Convention is accomplished by making, debating and acting upon motions. Once a 
topic has been introduced, by a main motion, seconded and stated by the Chair, it must normally be 
disposed of before the Convention can proceed. Exceptions to this general rule occur when the Order 
of Business provides for introduction of particular motions at one meeting while action on them is 
postponed to a later time. This is the case with League program and budget. 
 
To amend a main motion say “I move to amend by:  (either) striking out or adding 
       (or) inserting 
       (or) substituting 
       (or) striking out and inserting.” 
 
When debate does not seem to be shedding additional light, you may move to end it by saying, “I 
move the previous question.” You must be recognized by the Chair to make this motion. The motion 
must be seconded; it is not debatable and will be voted on at once. Adoption requires a two/thirds 
vote. If it is adopted, a vote is taken immediately on the question under consideration. 
 
To reconsider a vote say, “I move to reconsider.” This motion can only be made by a delegate who 
voted on the prevailing side, but can be seconded by any delegate. It can be made at any time, but 
the vote on it may be postponed to an appropriate time. The motion requires a majority vote to pass, 
and if it does, the original motion is then before the Convention again. 
 
VOTING: If you are not satisfied with a voice vote, you may request a standing vote. Stand up 
immediately after the Chair announces the result of the voice vote and say, “I call for a division.” If you 
want a counted vote, stand up and say, “I move that this vote be counted.” This motion must be 
seconded and is then voted on. It requires a simple majority. 
 
MISCELLANEOUS MOTIONS: These motions are not necessarily related to the main motion and do 
not fall within the order of precedence. They do not need a second and may be made as necessary or 
appropriate. 
Parliamentary Inquiry: This is a request by a delegate for the Chair to provide information on a 
question of parliamentary procedure. It does not need a second and may be made as necessary or 
appropriate. 
Point of Information: This is a request for information which is relevant to the pending business. The 
request is directed to the Chair who may answer it or request someone else to answer it. 
Point of Order: This is a request to the Chair to rule on whether or not there has been a breach of the 
rules. The Chair must make a ruling. (The ruling of the Chair may be appealed) 
Points of Personal Privilege: This is a request relating to the rights and privileges of the Convention. 
For example, it may relate to excessive noise, or heat or similar matters.  
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AGENDA - 2017 LWVMD CONVENTION – 
Chestertown, MD 

 
 

Friday, June 9, 2017 
  
PRE-CONVENTION ACTIVITIES 
  
12 noon - 10:00 pm   Check-in at Washington College - Sassafras Dormitory 
  
2:00 pm   Guided walking tour of historic Chestertown ending with optional 

          afternoon tea at the White Swan Tavern.  
  

6:45 pm       Sunset cruise on the Chester River aboard the Chester River Packet. 
Casual cuisine buffet dinner included. Cash bar. Boarding at 6:45 pm. 
(Deadline for cruise sign-up was May 5.) 

  
7:00 pm  Waterside Picnic.  Summer evening picnic at home of Kent County 

member on Chesapeake Bay. A casual, catered al fresco dinner. 
  
7:30 pm  National Music Festival concert, Decker Hall at Washington College. 

 (Those interested in attending need to make their own arrangements.) 
  

Saturday, June 10, 2017 
  
 8:00 am - 10:00 pm  Dormitory check-in at Sassafras Dormitory 
  
 9:00 am - 10:30 am  Convention Registration for all at Toll Science Center  

 10:30 am - noon  PLENARY SESSION I, Litrenta Hall, Toll Science Center 
  

Call to Order: Barbara Schnackenberg/Nancy Soreng, Co- Presidents 
Welcome: William Pickrum, President, Kent County Commission 
Appointment of Credentials Committee: Schnackenberg/Soreng 
Report of Credentials Committee: Elaine Apter 
Parliamentarian’s Comments: Diane Hibino 
Adoption of Convention Rules: Schnackenberg/Soreng 

  Adoption of Order of Business: Schnackenberg/Soreng   
   Appointment of Minutes Readers: Schnackenberg/Soreng  

Appointment of Action Motions Committee: Schnackenberg/Soreng 
Approval of Minutes from LWVMD 2015 Convention: 
  Schnackenberg/Soreng 
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Co-Presidents’ Report: Schnackenberg/Soreng 
Treasurer’s Report: Carolyn Hetterick 
Membership Report: Betsy Grater 

  
Noon - 1:30 pm  Lunch, Hodson Hall Dining Hall: Choose a Discussion Table 
  
   Engaging Your Leaguers in the Current Political Climate 

     or 
What You Need to Know to Be a Local League Treasurer 

    or 
        New and Experienced Local League President Sharing 

 

1:30 pm - 3:00 pm  WORKSHOP, Litrenta Hall, Toll Science Center 
         
        Creating a Sustainable Future for the League 
         
 3:00 pm - 5:00 pm  PLENARY SESSION II, Litrenta Hall, Toll Science Center 
  

Report of Credential Committee: Elaine Apter 
        Legislative Action Report: Ruth Crystal 
        Nominating Committee Report & Introduction of Nominees:  
          Betsy Sexton 
   Presentation of 2017-19 Proposed State Program and Motion to Adopt: 
          JoAnn Ross 
        Motions for Consideration of Non-Recommended Items: 

 Schnackenberg/Soreng 
        Program Discussion and Debate (no motions) 
        Presentation of the 2017-18 Budget: Melanie Cox 
        Budget Discussion (No motions) 
        Call for Action Motions: Schnackenberg/Soreng 
        Announcements 
  

5:45 pm - 7:00 pm  RECEPTION CASH BAR & HOR D'OEUVRES: Welcome Center, 
Casey Academic Center 

 
6:30 pm  Roll Call of Local Leagues 
  

7:00 pm  BANQUET, Casey Academic Center, Ground Floor 
  

Key Note Speech - “Ban the Debt: Rebuild the Middle Class; Winning at 
the Game of Loans” presented by Sheila Bair, President of Washington 
College, former chair U.S. Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation, author 
of Bull by the Horns: Fighting to Save Main Street from Wall St. and Wall 
St. from Itself. 
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Sunday, June 11, 2017 
  

8 am to 10 am  Dormitory check-out, Sassafras Dormitory 
11:30 am to 3 pm  Dormitory check-out, Sassafras Dormitory 
  

9:30 am - 11:00 am  CONCURRENT WORKSHOPS 
  

        NationBuilder: Using the League website platform for communications, 
working with membership and donations 

 Goldstein Bldg. Room 100. 
  
              or 
  
        Briefing on LWVMD Primary Election Study Part II 
        Litrenta Hall, Toll Science Building 
  
11:15 - 11:45 am  PLENARY SESSION III, Litrenta Hall, Toll Science Center 
  
        Report of Credentials Committee: Elaine Apter 
        Election of Officers, Directors, and Nominating Committee: 

 Schnackenberg/Soreng 
  
11:45 - 1:15  Networking Lunch, Hodson Hall Dining Hall 
  
        New Board meets to review to adopt 2017-18 LWVMD calendar 
        and set date for retreat. 
  

        Other tables: treasurers, membership chairs, webmasters, local League 
Presidents 

  

1:15 pm - 2:30 pm  PLENARY SESSION IV, Toll Science Center 
  
        Report of Credentials Committee: Elaine Apter 
        Presidents’ Acceptance: Willson/Apter 
        Discussion, Motions and Vote on Program for 2017-2019: Willson/Apter 
        Discussion, Motions and Vote on Budget for 2017-2019: Willson/Apter 
        Action Motions Report: Willson/Apter 
        Vote on Action Motions: Willson/Apter 
        New Business: Willson/Apter 
        Directions to the Board: Willson/Apter 
        Announcements: Willson/Apter 
  
2:30 pm  CONVENTION ADJOURNS 
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REPORT OF THE NOMINATING COMMITTEE 

 
BOARD OFFICERS 2015-2017   2017-19 NOMINEES 
President Barbara Schnackenberg & Elaine Apter, Montgomery & 
 Nancy Soreng Richard Willson, Washington 
1st Vice President  JoAnn Ross   Lois Hybl, Baltimore City 
2nd Vice President  Ruth Crystal   Niecy Chambers, Anne Arundel 
3rd Vice President Ralph Watkins      Ralph Watkins, Montgomery  
Secretary Elaine Apter Theresa Freligh, Harford County 
Treasurer Carolyn Hetterick     Carolyn Hetterick MAL, Carroll  
 
BOARD MEMBERS 2015-2017   2017-19 NOMINEES 
Director Melanie Cox  Melanie Cox, Frederick  
Director   Betsy Grater   Barbara Crain, Baltimore County 
Director   Andrea Gruhl    Elizabeth Demulling, Calvert 
Director   Jane Hardy    Joyce Duckett, Prince George’s 
Director   Betty Harries    Pat Gordon, Howard 
Director   Elveta Martin    Andrea Gruhl, Howard 
Director   Betsy Singer    Deborah Mitchell, Prince George’s 
Director   Richard Willson   Betsy Singer, Howard  
Director   Vacancy   Joyce Woodford, Queen Anne’s 
      
NOMINATING  2015-2017   2017-19 NOMINEES 
Elected Member  Betsy Sexton   Nancy Soreng, Chair, Montgomery 
Elected Member  Rebecca Goode  John Perryman, Calvert 
Elected Member  Anne Mychalus   Sandy Bjork, Kent 
Appointed Member   
Appointed Member   
 
NOTE: The bylaws define the officers that shall be nominated for election at convention and also state 
that nine directors shall be nominated. The by-laws do not define the portfolios for the elected 
directors. That will be determined at the LWVMD Board retreat. The by-laws provide for the 
appointment of up to 9 additional directors by the elected Board as necessary to carry out the work of 
the League. 
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BIOGRAPHIES – NEW AND CONTINUING LWVMD BOARD 
MEMBERS 

 
ELAINE APTER (CO-PRESIDENT) 
I have been a member of the League of Women Voters since 1974, serving in various capacities in 
several geographic areas. My latest position for the past four years has been as Secretary and Roster 
Manager of LWVMD and Unit Coordinator of our Rossmoor discussion Group. Just prior to that, I was 
co-President of the Montgomery County LWV for four years. I have belonged to small as well as large 
local Leagues. I served as officers in Seminole County Florida LWV and Los Angeles City LWV, 
where I held the position of Executive VP. I am also a member of the LWVUS Lobby Corps and I have 
served as the Credentials Chair for the last three National Conventions held in Washington, D.C. In 
2005 I participated in the Maryland Senior Leadership Program at University of Maryland and was a 
“senior” intern in Maryland State Senator Garagiola’s office during the Legislative Session. By 
profession I am a librarian and a teacher. 
 
RICHARD WILLSON (CO-PRESIDENT) 
Richard B. Willson was the Executive Director of the Housing Authority of Washington County from 
1989 to 2015. He is a current board member, serving as the Webmaster for the new LWVMD website. 
Richard is an active member of John Wesley United Methodist Church, serving in various positions at 
the District and Conference level. He is on the Board of Directors of REACH, the Religious Effort to 
Assist and Care for the Homeless, Inc. He was the founding member and Secretary of Western 
Maryland Interfaith Housing Development Corporation from 1990 to 1994. He volunteers at Ten 
Thousand Villages, and is a Chamber of Commerce representative. Finally, Richard has been the 
President of the League of Women Voters of Washington County from 2010 to the present.   
       
LOIS HYBL (VICE PRESIDENT - ACTION) 
Lois is a transplant from Iowa who joined the League in the 1960’s. As a parent of Baltimore City 
Public School students, she became especially interested in financing education and participated in 
education studies with the Baltimore City League. She worked first as an education research assistant 
at Johns Hopkins University and then as a first grade reading curriculum specialist for Success for All, 
a non-profit foundation working with schools with a high percentage of at-risk students. When she 
retired, she became more active in the Baltimore City League, serving as president, co-president, 
treasurer and representative to the Baltimore Education Coalition. She has been the Education 
Reporter for Report from State Circle and represents the LWVMD on the steering committee of the 
Maryland Education Coalition (MEC). She joined the LWVMD Board in 2016 and chaired the 
November program on Police-Community Relations at the University of Baltimore and assisted with 
Action. She is active in the Czech and Slovak Heritage Association and the Towson Unitarian 
Universalist Church Social Action Committee. She and her husband Albert enjoy Irish social dancing 
and ballroom dancing. 
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NIECY CHAMBERS (VICE-PRESIDENT - MEMBERSHIP) 
A 3rd generation Leaguer, Niecy first joined the LWV in 1993 when her husband’s job took their family 
to New Jersey. The local League was a major force in the small borough of Mountain Lakes, and 
Niecy quickly became involved, first joining a study committee, then as the voters’ guide, newsletter 
and Know Your Schools editor, and finally as budget chair. She reconnected with the League after the 
family moved to Annapolis in 2004, and has served as archivist, voters’ guide editor, webmaster, vice 
president, and co-president for the Anne Arundel County League. After leaving a position in finance to 
help raise their three daughters, Niecy volunteered and worked part-time as an office administrator. 
She filled in as LWVMD office manager from January 2013 to July 2014, and greatly enjoyed the 
opportunity to meet Leaguers from across the state. 
        
 
RALPH WATKINS (VICE PRESIDENT - VOTER SERVICE) 
Ralph Watkins is currently a member of the LWVMD Board of Directors, and has overseen the Voter 
Service activities of the League (primarily VOTE411). Ralph has been member of the League of 
Women Voters of Montgomery County, MD, for over 20 years, and has served as Vice President for 
Finance for that League. He is a retired government attorney. He has served on studies of the 
Maryland court system, marriage equality, and the primary election system, and has been an active 
member of the Making Democracy Work Committee of LWVMC.  
                                                                                          
 
THERESA FRELIGH (SECRETARY)  
Ms. Freligh is a retired Special Education Teacher from Saugerties High School in Saugerties, NY. 
She taught for 30 years in New York State. Ms. Freligh is the Past President of the Ulster County 
Transition Council and the current Vice President of Harford County League of Women Voters and 
Secretary of Maryland League of Women Voters State Board. She has been a Harford County 
resident for the past six years and is an active volunteer at Eden Mill Nature Center. 
 
CAROLYN HETTERICK (TREASURER)  
Carolyn Hetterick was born and lived most of her life in central Maryland. After graduation from high 
school, she married and raised three children. She worked in her family’s business for many years, 
and was founder and President of Ridge Business Forms, Inc. Later, as a single parent, Carolyn 
earned a BS degree from the University of Baltimore, and became a Certified Public Accountant. 
Prior to focusing on her own accounting business, she served fifteen years as the Controller for a 
mid- sized conglomerate of privately held insurance firms. Carolyn has volunteered and worked with 
many organizations. She has also served as treasurer for multiple church and civic organizations 
and as the Treasurer of the League of Women Voters of Carroll County and for past two years as 
Treasurer for the LWVMD. 
 
MELANIE P. COX (DIRECTOR) 
Melanie P. Cox is a retired nurse executive, who retired as CEO of a multistate health care company 
specializing in care of the elderly and adults with disabilities, and was recognized nationally as an 
expert in the care of the elderly.  She also was in nursing education for the first part of her career. 
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Since retirement, she has been active in the LWV of Frederick County, MD, serving on the Board for 
three years and has just completed her first year as President. Melanie is also President of 
“Advocates for the Aging” of Frederick County, a newly formed 501(c)(3) organization to address the 
needs of the frail and indigent elderly citizens of Frederick County. She has served State Board of the 
League of Women Voters for the past two years. 
 
BARBARA CRAIN (DIRECTOR) 
Barbara moved to Baltimore County in 1993 and has been on the Board of Directors for LWV in her 
county since 2015. She chaired their Voters’ Guide Committee for the 2016 primary and general 
elections, and helped prepare Voters’ Guides for three counties without Leagues. In the past year, 
she has undertaken responsibility for coordinating volunteers for voter registration of new citizens at 
US Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS). She assisted with polling place evaluations during 
the primary and general elections in 2016. Outside the area of voter services, she enjoys thinking 
about issues of importance to the League, and has led discussions at multiple consensus meetings 
and chaired a program planning meeting. Barbara is a retired pathologist from Johns Hopkins and still 
teaches in the medical school. During her career she held multiple offices in professional societies. In 
her spare time, she has been president and/or chairman of the board for the Greater Jacksonville 
Optimist Club for 9 years. She enjoys reading, working in her garden, and spending time with her 
family. 
 
ELIZABETH DEMULLING (DIRECTOR) 
Liz is an educator and education advocate. Her career has included teaching in South Korea and 
Saudi Arabia, as well as working as a coordinator in Connecticut for the No Child Left Behind 
Foundation. She now works on curriculum development for online schools, and as a testing analyst 
for testing providers. Liz moved to Calvert County in 2014 from Virginia where she volunteered as a 
Court Appointed Special Advocate, ensuring the care and protection of children who were removed 
from their homes due to abuse or neglect. Liz has only been a member of the League of Women 
Voters for a short time, but is invested in the mission and looking forward to years of service. 
 
JOYCE DUCKETT (DIRECTOR) 
Joyce Duckett is now serving in the position of Co-Vice President of the League of Women Voters of 
Prince George’s County. She has helped to structure a program to increase the membership, and has 
participated in membership drives. During Women’s History Month, Joyce chaired a Women’s History 
Program for the League. She had a delegate as the guest speaker and recognized long time 
members of the chapter for their outstanding work. Joyce is the immediate past President of the 
National Coalition of 100 Black Women, Inc. Prince George’s County Maryland Chapter, and served 
two terms. During her tenure she raised the Coalition’s visibility in the county, increased the 
membership by 50%, promoted the chapter to a Model Chapter within the National Level. She has 
been a member for 18 years, and prior to the office of president, she served as the Treasurer and 
chair of the Health Committee. Joyce is a former President of the National Council of Negro Women, 
Inc. Prince George’s County Maryland, where she served two terms. She worked to increase 
membership, and help to raise visibility in the community as Membership Chair and Fashion Show 
Chair for several years. During her tenure as the Membership Chair, she had the largest number of 
members join as life members to the organization. She is still an active member of the organization 
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and has been for the last twenty- five years. Joyce is also currently serving as the 1st vice president of 
the St John’s International Ladies Auxiliary of St John’s Catholic Church in Clinton, MD and has been 
a member for twenty three years. Joyce has worked in retail for more than 25 years – starting as an 
assistant and working her way to a Regional Manager. She attended Morgan State University and 
Strayer University, combining the two to achieve a BA in Business Administration. 
 
PAT GORDON (DIRECTOR) 
Pat has been a Maryland resident for the past 23 years. She moved here from New York to be close 
to my son and his family. She is a native New Yorker and received all of her education there. She 
received her BA from Hunter College of the City University of NY, and my Masters Degree from 
Queens College. Also of CUNY. She received her Professional Certificate in School Administration as 
a Ford Foundation Fellow at Fordham University. She was an elementary school teacher for six years 
before becoming a guidance counselor. After finishing the program at Fordham, she was appointed as 
principal of PS 123Q, where she served for over 16 years until retirement. She then taught several 
courses in Education at York College of CUNY. Pat was an elected member of the Westbury, NY 
BOE. As she was many years a widow, she decided to move to Maryland. Pat had been a member of 
the Westbury, NY League for many years, so was happy to join the Howard County League. She 
served on the League Board until I became a candidate for the school board. Served on the BOE for 
ten years, from 2000 until 2010. She is happy to be able to continue to contribute to the program of 
the League. 
 
ANDREA MORRIS GRUHL (DIRECTOR) 
A “Pioneer” in new town Columbia, MD; moved 2016 to Miller’s Grant, Ellicott City, MD. LWVHC: Co-
President, Director, Secretary and Liaison.  LWVMD: Director for Homeland Security/Civil Liberties, 
Director for Constitution Day and LWVNCA Liaison. LWVNCA: Vice President, Director, Liaison. 
LWVUS: Task Force on Civil Liberties, Homeland Security Portfolio. Vice President/Secretary, United 
Nations Association of the National Capital Area. President, Beta Phi Mu International Library and 
Information Studies Honor Society (Washington, DC. Area). President, District of Columbia Library 
Association. President, Federal and Armed Forces Libraries Round Table. Council Member, Council 
Caucus Co-Chair, American Library Association. President, Maryland Library Association Trustee 
Division. Trustee, Howard Community College. Trustee, Howard County Public Library System. 
Executive Board, Baltimore Regional Planning Council Library Committee. President, Friends of the 
Howard County Public Library. Librarian, PG & HoCo PL’s, Univ. of MD, LC, GPO. Andrea has 
husband, 2 daughters, 2 grandsons, son-in-law. Educated at Wesleyan, University of Maryland, Johns 
Hopkins University, and Oxford University. 
 
 
DEBORAH MITCHELL (DIRECTOR) 
Deborah is currently Co-Vice President of the League of Women Voters Prince George's County. As a 
LWVPGC member, she has frequently participated in Naturalization Ceremony registration activities, 
staffed local candidates' forums, coordinated 2016 local Primary and General Election polling place 
evaluations and maintains/updates the LWVPGC website. Deborah is a retired National Education 
Association Research Analyst. Currently, she is completing a second term as Financial Secretary of 
the Coalition of 100 Black Women Prince George’s County Chapter (NCBW-PGCC) and is a three 

https://www.ncbwpgc.org/
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year member of the Maryland Legislative Agenda for Women (MLAW). Deborah has been a Prince 
George’s County resident for over 30 years, residing in Bowie, Maryland for over 17 years. She is a 
divorced mother of two grown children and has three grandchildren. Deborah received a B.S. in Social 
and Behavioral Sciences from the University of Maryland University College and holds an M.A. in 
Sociology from American University. She is ABD in Teaching and Learning Policy, University of 
Maryland, College Park. 
 
BETSY SINGER (DIRECTOR)  
Betsy is active in non-profit organizations in Howard County that enhance environmental stewardship 
through education and public policy. Betsy was appointed Co-Chair of the Howard County 
Environmental Sustainability Commission in 2007 and completed two four-year terms on the 
Environmental Sustainability Board of Howard County in February. She has been on the Board of the 
Howard County League of Women Voters since 2011, covering environmental issues. As a reporter 
for the Report from State Circle, she has covered fracking and renewable energy legislation over the 
past three years, and is on the LWVMD Board of Directors to handle the environmental portfolio. She 
is a founding member of HoCo Climate Action and on the Coordinating Committee for the Legacy 
Leadership Environmental Institute, going into its tenth year. Betsy is a member of the Advisory Board 
for the Earth Forum in Howard County, and of the Advocacy Advisory Committee for Interfaith 
Partners for the Chesapeake. She was a Communications Director at the National Institutes of Health 
(NIH) in Bethesda, MD for 30 years.  
  
JOYCE HUNTER WOODFORD (DIRECTOR) 
Joyce is a founding member of the Queen Anne’s County League which was established in 2003. She 
served on the Queen Anne’s board from 2003 until 2009 and rejoined the board in 2015. She also 
served on the Affordable Housing study undertaken by the State Board in 2005. Joyce comes from a 
family who were long standing members of the Washington DC League. Her Grandmother Alice 
Hunter, served as President in the early 1960’s after years of other posts. She was followed by 
Joyce’s Father, Jehu in the late 1990’s, who held the posts of Director and First Vice President. 
Paying forward through public service is a family trait that she carries with pride.  
 
NANCY SORENG (NOMINATING COMMITTEE CHAIR) 
Nancy, a member of the Montgomery County League, was president of LWVMD from 2009-2013 and 
will be ending a two-year term as co-president at the 2017 LWVMD Convention. She was a member 
of the NCA nominating committee in 2016 and is co-chair of the NCA Metro Funding Action 
Committee. She has been nominated as Secretary of NCA. In addition to League activities, she 
serves on the board of Purple Line, NOW and is on the Policy Council of the Maryland Association of 
Nonprofit Organizations and on the Steering Committee of the Maryland Climate Coalition. Soreng 
was born in the Midwest but spent most of her youth in Oregon. She and her husband Rob, a 
research botanist, lived in Oregon, New Mexico, Virginia and New York before moving to Maryland in 
1996. Her free time activities include biking, playing tennis, gardening, cooking and travel. 
 
JOHN PERRYMAN (NOMINATING COMMITTEE) 
John Perryman has been a Leaguer for about 15 years. He is retired from the Air Force and federal 
government where he his focus was criminal investigations. He holds a master’s degree in public 
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policy from Georgetown University and was an adjunct professor and course chair for Business Ethics 
at University of Maryland, University College. John’s principal League interest has been voter 
services. He is president and previously co-president of the Calvert County League, as wells as voter 
services chair and a member of the LWVMD board of directors where he edited our Maryland Voter 
newsletter.  
 
SANDY BJORK (NOMINATING COMMITTEE) 
Sandra has followed the League of Women Voters for most of her adult life, especially relying on 
Voters’ Guides, but did not participate until retiring to Chestertown ten years ago. She has been a 
Board Director for most of that time, serving as 1st Vice President and is the immediate past 
President. Sandra is a RN, has a B.S. in Healthcare Administration, and is admitted to the bars if 
Maryland and the District of Columbia. 
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PORTFOLIO REPORTS 
Co-Presidents’ Report 

We have enjoyed serving as your Co-Presidents these past two years. It has been a wonderful 
experience sharing the duties of this job. We allowed each other to play to our strengths and 
supported each other in the areas that we found challenging. And when life took over and we couldn’t 
fulfill the many responsibilities of a state League president, we covered for each other.  

We want to thank our wonderful Board for their skills, knowledge, commitment and guidance. They 
were a pleasure to work with and were the reason that we could accomplish so much this year.  

And finally, the League is about you, the members. Your support is what makes the League of 
Women Voters what it is. Thank you. You attended Constitution Day and our forum on Exploring the 
Dynamics Between Police and Communities of Color: Where Do We Go From Here? You came to 
learn how to support your own Leagues at our Fall and Winter Workshops and you came to advocate 
on Legislative Day. You have helped to finance our work by attending events and making generous 
donations to LWVMD and LWVMD-EF. Thanks to your support, LWVMD was able waive your share 
of the cost of liability insurance this past fiscal year. We paid the full price of Vote411 so all the local 
Leagues could use this valuable tool to produce and promote Voters’ Guides free of charge. And we 
could purchase an online platform that local Leagues now use to create their own web-sites.  

Looking to the future viability of LWVMD, we have expanded the role of our one part-time staff 
member. The position has been redefined from Office Administrator to Administrative Director. The 
role and responsibilities have increased and we provided a modest increase in compensation. We 
hope that with aggressive fund-raising we can expand the hours of this position and as possible, 
further increase the pay.  

At the last convention, we announced the creation of the Madeline Ellicott Founders Fund, a special 
fund in the LWVMD Education Fund portfolio to support the ongoing operations of the state League. 
For those of you who have experienced unprecedented growth in stocks that you have held for some 
time, we have now made it possible for you to contribute to this fund with a significant tax advantage 
to you and a great benefit to LWVMD. Ask us about this. 

We have witnessed a deep concern among our members and non-members about the fact that the 
policies and programs that we have worked so hard to put in place may be in jeopardy. This concern 
has spurred a new interest in civic engagement that both LWVMD and LWVUS want to use to 
strengthen the League. Both LWVMD and LWVUS are looking at ways that we can grow and adapt to 
strengthen our organization and better serve our local Leagues, our members, our potential members 
and our communities. We will be having ongoing conversations about how to accomplish this at this 
2017 LWVMD convention and beyond.  

Please take time to read the reports of the other members of the Board. This is where you will get real 
sense of what LWVMD accomplishes. And once again, thank you for the honor of serving as your Co-
Presidents.  

Barbara Schnackenberg & Nancy Soreng 
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      ACTION 

Advocating on the state level for policy and legislation that supports state and national LWV positions 
is a major portion of what the League does, and a responsibility and privilege of every League 
member.  
 
Each fall local Leagues submit their consensus of what the important issues are, and the state 
League develops our annual “Legislative Priorities” for the upcoming legislative session in Annapolis 
(90 days - January through April). This year our priorities were: 

● Making Democracy Work, including redistricting reform and improved voter access 
● Protecting the Environment, including mitigating climate change, reliance on clean 

renewable energy, and safe water for all 
● Promoting Social and Economic Justice, including maintaining the safety net for vulnerable 

populations, corrections and sentencing reform, and adequate public transportation funding 
 
The Action chair is responsible for recruiting and training reporters for Report from State Circle. Each 
fall there is a training session for reporters that includes a manual on the various aspects of reporting. 
This year’s reporters include: Neilson Andrews, Susan Cochran, Marlene Cohn, Ruth Crystal, Bee 
Ditzler, Shari Glenn, Chris Hager, Barbara Hankins, Lois Hybl, Deborah Mitchell, Judy Morenoff, 
Ashley Oleson, Lu Pierson, Sandra Raviv, Doreen Rosenthal, Barbara Schnackenberg, Betsy Sexton, 
Linda Silversmith, Betsy Singer, and Nancy Soreng. 
 
The LWVMD produces six issues of Report from State Circle to inform our members and other 
subscribers about bills we believe are significant and how they are progressing through the legislative 
process. The Report is edited and produced by our wonderful Editor, Judith Heimann and our 
Administrative Director, Ashley Oleson.  
 
Our advocacy includes both written and oral testimony on bills the League has a position for or 
against (often written by the reporters), action alerts that go out to all League members urging them to 
contact legislators on specific issues they are about to vote on, and work with coalitions of advocates 
working on governmental, environmental and social issues we are concerned about. We submitted 
testimony on 64 bills during the 2017 session. 
 
Each year the League holds a Legislative Day in Annapolis for our members to talk personally with 
their legislators, hear about the state budget and get updates on our priorities. Those who make 
appointments to visit their legislators are given background information on the key bills the League is 
focusing our attention on. Legislative Day also includes an optional tour of the State House and 
Senate and House buildings 
 
We do much of our legislative work as members of coalitions. We currently are members of: Citizens' 
Campaign for the Environment, Don't Frack Maryland, HOME coalition, Maryland Alliance for the 
Poor, Maryland Association of Nonprofit Organizations, The Maryland Climate Coalition, Maryland 
Education Coalition, Marylanders for Open Government, Tame the Gerrymander and Working 
Matters. When the legislative session is over, the League continues to work with coalitions throughout 
the year.  
 

Ruth Crystal 

http://www.dontfrackmd.org/
http://marylandallianceforthepoor.blogspot.com/
http://marylandallianceforthepoor.blogspot.com/
https://marylandnonprofits.org/
http://marylandclimatecoalition.org/
https://www.marylandeducationcoalition.org/
https://www.marylandeducationcoalition.org/
https://www.facebook.com/TameTheGerrymander/
http://www.earnedsickdaysmd.org/
http://www.earnedsickdaysmd.org/
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 PROGRAM 
The LWVMD Board developed the following Program for 2015-2017: 

● A Study of the Primary System in Maryland Employed to select candidates for elected office in 
the State of Maryland 

● A new component was added to the study to include study of a single-member versus multi-
member district in the Maryland legislature. 

● A total of 10 leagues participated in the consensus process which concluded in December 
2016 and all ten reached consensus to retain the current LWVMD position. 

 
The current LWVMD position, which local Leagues reached consensus to retain, is as follows: 
The Maryland League of Women Voters supports: 

A mix of single and multi-member districts for the Maryland House of Delegates. The following 
criteria should be used to determine which districts should be single and which should be 
multi-member: 
a. Full minority representation; 
b. Geographic integrity; 
c. Preservation of political and community boundaries; 
d. compactness 

  
A Study of Development Rights and Responsibilities Agreements (DRRA’s} in the State of Maryland 
The study focus was on a little-known but important land - planning tool: the 1995 state law 
authorizing local governments and land developers to enter into DRRA’s. The goal was to determine if 
the State League should consider a position on revising Maryland’s DRRA enabling legislation. The 
study was completed in 2017 and after review of consensus results from Local Leagues, the 
Consensus Committee recommended that LWVMD not take a position on Maryland’s DRRA 
legislation. Following is the complete report: 
 

Report of Consensus Committee on the LWVMD Study of Development Rights and 
Responsibilities Agreements (DRRAs) 

April 2017 
 
At the LWVMD State Convention in 2015, delegates adopted a study of the use and impact of 
Development Rights and Responsibilities Agreements (DRRAs) throughout Maryland. 
 
Background: 
The goal of the study was to determine if the State League should consider a position on revising 
Maryland’s DRRA enabling legislation (Maryland Land Use Code Ann. §§7-301 – 307), which 
authorizes single-jurisdiction planning and zoning entities to adopt their own DRRA ordinances. This 
includes all counties and municipalities except Montgomery and Prince George’s Counties, and sets 
out the provisions required in local ordinances. [Separate sections of the Maryland Code pertain to 
DRRAs in Montgomery County (§§24-301 - 311) and Prince George’s County (§§25-501 - 512), 
neither of which have used DRRAs and both of which are under the jurisdiction of the Maryland-
National Capital Park and Planning Commission. These were not studied.] Statewide, since the DRRA 
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enabling legislation was enacted in 1995, eleven counties had adopted DRRA ordinances. Queen 
Anne’s County since repealed its DRRA ordinance. 
 
The LWVMD study was preceded by a League of Women Voters of Frederick County study on 
DRRAs, completed in 2014. LWVFC recommended that Frederick County government use DRRAs 
“strategically for high-density development projects in defined areas, to secure public infrastructure 
contributions from developers that are significantly greater than would otherwise be required.” The 
LWVUS has a long history of promoting land-use policies “that manage land as a finite resource and 
that incorporate principles of stewardship.” The LWVMD has taken action to “encourage the State to 
establish goals, guidelines and standards for land use, with local implementation of land use policies.” 
This has included support for “local government’s use of land use planning and regulatory 
technique…to direct development to designated areas,” as well as support for statewide Smart 
Growth policies. 
 
Study Process: 
The Study Committee prepared a Fact Sheet and a Discussion/Study Guide that focused on: 

o  The history of the DRRA legislation 
o  How this land-use tool has been applied in four Maryland counties –Anne Arundel, Charles, 
Frederick, and Queen Anne’s 
o  The advantages and disadvantages of using DRRAs 

 
The Fact Sheet was presented at the 2017 LWVMD Winter Workshop.  
 
Results of Consensus Meetings: 
Consensus meetings were held by Local Leagues in late winter/early spring 2017. 
 
A total of 154 League members from 10 Local Leagues participated in consensus meetings. This 
represents only about 15% of total LWVMD members. 
 
Only one Local League (Frederick) from the four counties reviewed in the Fact Sheet held a 
consensus meeting. Neither Anne Arundel nor Queen Anne’s held consensus meetings. Charles 
County does not have a League. 
 
In addition to a number of comments regarding the need for clarification of terminology, there were 
several comments noting that the DRRA study was a difficult topic. 
 
Consensus Committee Recommendation: 
The Consensus Committee recommends that LWVMD not take a position on Maryland’s DRRA 
legislation. 

● The number/percentage of members participating in consensus meetings was quite low; 154 
members participated, representing only about 15% of LWVMD membership. 

● Local Leagues in only one of the counties used as examples in the Fact Sheet participated in 
the consensus process. 

● There was unanimous agreement on only one of the 10 consensus questions. 
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The Committee suggests that Local Leagues continue to follow the use of DRRAs locally. The 
Committee observed that: 
·  The study raised awareness of an issue that very few Local League members knew about before. 
·  The Fact Sheet and Study Guide can serve as a helpful future resource for a Local League should 
DRRAs be proposed or used locally. 
  
Consensus Committee Members: Margaret Hindman (study chair), JoAnn Ross (Program Chair), 
Theresa Freligh (Board member), Cyndy Cartwright (St. Mary’s County), Sue Buswell (Howard 
County), and Elizabeth Sexton (Baltimore County) 
 
Study Committee Members: Margaret Hindman (Frederick County), Bonnie Bailey Baker (Frederick 
County), James Campbell (Queen Anne’s County), John Perryman (Calvert County), and Linda 
Silversmith (Montgomery County) 
  
A Study of Police and Community Relations 
The focus of this study included a review of current state laws that affect police-community relations 
and ability to hold police accountable for their interactions with all members of the community.  
 
Committee members researched materials to ensure a thorough and balanced presentation of all 
issues and partnered with the community organizations mentioned below to present a forum on the 
issues: 
To educate ourselves and the larger community, the League of Women Voters of Maryland and our 
co-sponsors the University of Baltimore (UB) Schaefer Center for Public Policy, Associated Black 
Charities and the Maryland Association of Nonprofit Organizations presented the forum: Exploring the 
Dynamics between Police and Communities of Color: Where Do We Go from Here? It was held 
November 19, 2016 at the University of Baltimore H. Mebane Turner Learning Commons. 
  
LWVMD presented several successful workshops for members 

o  The Fall Workshop included:  
● A briefing on the LWVMD Primary Election Study Part 1: Single member vs. Multi 

Member election districts presented by Study Chairs, Lu Pierson and Barbara Sanders.  
● A Treasurer’s workshop on the topic of Converting to a single 501(c)(3) entity was 

presented by LWVMD Treasurer, Carolyn Hetterick 
● A briefing on Statewide General Election Ballot Questions was also presented. 

 o The Winter Workshop featured: 
● A Briefing on Developmental Rights and Responsibilities (DRRA’s) by Study Chair, 

Margaret Hindman and team.  
●  LWVMD Webmaster, Richard Willson presented at a workshop titled “Ask the 

Webmaster”  
● The luncheon speaker, Rona E. Kramer, Maryland Secretary of Aging discussed the 

Issues facing an aging Maryland population.                                              
 

JoAnn Ross 
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MEMBERSHIP 

Congratulations! The League is steadily increasing its numbers as citizens learn about our services 
and are inspired to become more involved participants in their government. The gain so far is small, 
but significant – and we know that if we work together we can dramatically increase and diversify the 
League’s base, and inspire and activate an informed citizenry. This will enable us to increase our 
reach, and dig deeper into our critical priorities in the coming years.  
 
Each member of the LWVMD Board chooses a League other than their own to serve as a liaison to 
during the League year. A liaison keeps their league informed of activities, policies, and procedures 
consistent with those of state and national. They also bring to the board successes, challenges and 
questions for sharing and suggestions. League Liaisons for 2016-17 have been:  
  
Anne Arundel      Betsy Singer 
Baltimore City     Ruth Crystal 
Baltimore County    Betsy Grater  
Calvert       Melanie Cox 
Frederick       Richard Wilson 
Harford      Carolyn Hetterick 
Howard      Theresa Freligh 
Kent       JoAnn Ross   
Prince George’s    Nancy Soreng      
Mid-Shore      Ralph Watkins    
Queen Anne’s     Jane Hardy 
St. Mary’s       John Perryman 
Washington     Elaine Apter 
NCA        Andrea Gruhl 
  
A special thank you for their efforts to facilitate communication between the State and Local Leagues.  
  
For a number of years, LWVMD has been participating in a program entitled Membership Leadership 
Development (MLD) but due to dwindling interest and participation, we have dropped our affiliation; 
however, MLD is a viable program. If any League is interested in participating there are several 
League members with training who would be willing to help. Several Leagues using the MLD Program 
have had success acquiring new members and growing leadership. 
  
The key word for membership is the ASK word. It works. Use it often.  
  

Betsy Grater 
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LWVMD MEMBERSHIP CHART 2016-17 
 

League Member Count 
Feb 2016 

Member Count 
Mar 2017 

Member Count 
May 2017 

Members at Large 1 6 9 

Anne Arundel  57 63 69 

Baltimore City 86 102 81 

Baltimore County 136 153 164 

Frederick 61 55 111 

Calvert 92 96 98 

Harford  29 29 34 

Howard  129 125 139 

Kent  57 55 52 

Mid Shore* 39 37 39 

Montgomery  351 312 404 

Prince George’s 57 40 51 

Queen Anne’s 41 42 26 

St. Mary’s 38 31 26 

Washington County 12 8 10 

Totals 1,186 1,154 1,313 

  
* Caroline, Dorchester and Talbot counties. 
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ONLINE DIRECTOR REPORT 
 
Google Drive: In the past program year LWVMD began using Google Drive to organize board 
meetings and committee work. By creating a folder for each meeting, participants were able to post 
their reports, read minutes, keep track of the agenda and when committees met, view the notes being 
taken while a conference call was in process. Being able to share documents in this way was a great 
boon to the board’s efficiency. In addition items that previously were being passed around the table 
during the meeting are now scanned and provided in advance in a subfolder cleverly named 
“clipboard”. Local leagues may want to consider how no-charge cloud document storage can provide 
an “office” where no physical office now exists, given that changes in officers is one of the features of 
our ongoing LWV work. (Google Drive is but one of several options.) 
 
Membership: Early this year we were able to master the process of importing members from LWVUS 
into our Nation Builder database.  During this process we became aware of the complexity of 
maintaining memberships in both a national and a State-based system. Realizing the extra work our 
membership management systems was causing at the local and state levels, the board has decided 
to explore a model in which all local memberships will be added to Nation Builder with the 
responsibility of updating the national database being transferred to the state level. Ideally LWVUS 
will create a way for state databases to be uploaded to the national system. LWVMD has offered to be 
a pilot league for implementation of this and similar efforts to better streamline the membership 
process. Stay tuned! 
 
Websites: At this writing all leagues now have one or more persons who have been trained in using 
the communication functions packed into the Nation Builder interface. All member profiles have been 
marked (tagged) with the “member” identifier, and every member profile indicates the local league 
where they joined. This enables local leagues to send emails to everyone in their local area, or just to 
members of their local unit. Initially our Nation Builder license allowed us to provide separate websites 
for ten leagues. These ten were parceled out on a first come first served basis. At their April meeting 
the LWVMD board moved to purchase four additional websites for local leagues so that all of our 
chapters can enjoy the full functionality of a locally designed menu system. LWVMD continues to 
provide web services to local leagues as one of the services your Per Member Payment (PMP) 
covers. 
 

Richard Willson 
 
 

in Europe, new immigrants, and power held by large corporations 
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VOTER SERVICE 
 
The League’s work related to the 2016 election began a short time after the 2015 LWVMD 
convention, as LWVUS once again asked Maryland volunteers to contact presidential campaigns to 
solicit responses for publication in Voters’ Guides and in VOTE411. We encountered some difficulties 
in this process and we have sent a letter to LWVUS suggesting improved procedures for contacting 
candidates as well as earlier consultation with local Leagues regarding publication deadlines for 
Voters’ Guides. 
 
By the end of 2015, the LWVMD Board had approved the questions to be posed to candidates for 
United States Senate and Representative to Congress, and had also offered model questions to local 
Leagues for candidates for Board of Education and other local offices. The model questions were 
used in counties without a local League. Early in 2016, workshops were held to train Voters Service 
coordinators in the use of VOTE411 to send questions to candidates, monitor their responses, and 
extract that information for publishing a Voters’ Guide. To cover races in the counties without a local 
League, LWVMD coordinated efforts of volunteers to contact candidates and remind them to respond 
to the questions.  
 
Through locally-printed Voters’ Guides and VOTE411, we were able to cover every office in every 
county in Maryland. More than 400,000 copies of Voters’ Guides were distributed by local Leagues. 
Statewide, more than 71,000 voters used the VOTE411 service with a total of more than 87,000 visits. 
In addition, printable PDF versions of the Voters’ Guide for every county were available on the 
LWVMD website.  
 
To encourage use of the Voters’ Guide and VOTE411, we produced a series of short videos based 
very loosely on historic characters from King Solomon to the Headless Horseman. Links to the videos 
were posted on the LWVMD website and Facebook page periodically in the weeks leading up to the 
election. 
 
Local Leagues sponsored forums for many offices, from Board of Education to U.S. Representative.  
Many of these were recorded and links to the videos were posted on the LWVMD and local websites. 
In addition, LWVMD partnered with the University of Baltimore, the Baltimore Sun, and WJZ-TV to 
sponsor televised forums for candidates for Senate before the Republican and Democratic primary 
elections. We partnered with the same organizations to sponsor a televised forum between the 
Republican and Democratic candidates before the general election. We also partnered with 
Chesapeake College to hold a Senate forum with the Republican and Green party candidates, which 
the Democratic candidate declined to attend. Links to videos of all of the LWVMD-sponsored forums 
were posted on our website.  
 
In late 2015, the Montgomery County LWV was contacted by a judge of the U.S. District Court to 
request that we provide voter registration services following naturalization ceremonies at the U.S. 
Courthouse in Greenbelt. Volunteers from Montgomery and Prince George’s counties have been 
registering new citizens each month since. LWVMD contacted the clerk of the U.S. District Court in 
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Baltimore, with the result that we were invited to register voters at each of the naturalization 
ceremonies at the Baltimore courthouse, which generally occur twice each month. Baltimore City LWV 
volunteers are staffing these events. Subsequently, the U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Service 
invited the League (and other organizations) to conduct voter registration following the naturalization 
ceremonies at the agency’s office in suburban Baltimore. These are scheduled twice each day, 
Monday through Friday, and the League is asked to cover every third week. Volunteers from 
Baltimore County LWV have taken the lead in staffing these events, with assistance from Anne 
Arundel, Howard, and Montgomery counties. LWVMD received a grant in 2016 and again in 2017 to 
cover the costs of welcome packets that are provided to each newly registered voter at the 
naturalization ceremonies. We counted 1,572 new voters at these events in 2016. The welcome 
materials provided to each new voter included a postcard to requests delivery of the Voters’ Guide, 
either by mail or an email link to VOTE411. The number of requests as not as large as we had hoped, 
but Voters’ Guides were sent to all requesters and we will continue to make this invitation to new 
citizens. 

Ralph Watkins                                              

 
 

CONSTITUTION DAY 
         
For the last ten years the LWVMD has co-sponsored an Annual Constitution Day Program with the 
University of Maryland’s Francis King Carey School of Law and the University of Maryland, Baltimore. 
For the past two years it has been additionally co-sponsored by the MLaw Program, College of 
Behavioral & Social Sciences, University of Maryland, College Park. The event is held on or near the 
national holiday Constitution Day, which is September 17.  The Ceremonial Court Room of the law 
school is the event’s site. On September 15, 2016 the 10th Annual Constitution Day Program 
occurred.  The topic was “Election 2016 and the Structural Constitution.” Moderating was Max 
Stearns, Associate Dean and Professor of Law at Carey. Panelists were Professors Larry Gibson and 
Paula Monopoli of UMD’s law school, and Professor Robert Koulish, Director, MLaw Programs, 
UMD’s College Park campus. “Love and Death in the Supreme Court” was the topic of the 9th 
Annual Constitution Day Program on September 17, 2015.  The noon program was for Leaguers 
and the 4 p.m. repeated program was for MLaw undergraduates. Professor Max Stearns was 
Moderator and panelists were Professors Richard Boldt and Mark Graber of UMD Carey School of 
Law and Assistant Professor Natalie Ram of University of Baltimore School of Law. Vigorous Q & A 
sessions followed each annual program.  A co-sponsored reception including a Preamble topped cake 
concludes the event annually. 
 

           Andrea Gruhl 
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LWVNCA 
As LWVMD Liaison to LWV of the National Capital Area (LWVNCA), per LWVNCA Bylaws I have full 
voting privileges on the LWVNCA Board. I must attend all monthly Board meetings at the LWVUS 
Board Room in DC and must submit an LWVMD activities report at each monthly LWVNCA Board 
meeting. The last 2 years I have been busy as the volunteer archivist organizing the LWVNCA 
Archives at the LWVUS headquarters. I have been appointed by the LWVNCA Board as one of two 
Board members to join the three non-Board Leaguers elected at the Annual LWVNCA Convention to 
be on the LWVNCA Nominating Committee. This Spring I was particularly busy finding candidates for 
the 2017 LWVNCA Convention’s election. I started the LWVNCA Silent Auction at the annual 
LWVNCA convention four years ago. I have coordinated this good fundraiser at the NCA Conventions 
in 2014, 2015, and 2017. I obtained the outstanding Guest Speaker for the 2017 LWVNCA 
Convention and gave his introduction and handled his book sales. 
                    
 

Andrea Gruhl  
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2015 LWVMD Convention Minutes 
League of Women Voters of Maryland Convention Minutes 

May 30-31, 2015 
O’Callaghan Hotel, Annapolis, Maryland 

 
Plenary Session I - Saturday, May 30 
 
Call to Order: President Susan Cochran called the meeting to order at 10:35 am. 
 
Welcome to Anne Arundel County: President Cochran introduced Jerry Walker, Chairman 
of the Anne Arundel County Council, who welcomed the delegates to Annapolis. He 
expressed thanks for the work of the League in its local communities and throughout the 
state. He said that, although he began his political involvement at a later age, he quickly 
became active in both state and local politics. He praised the League’s involvement in 
registering voters and helping to craft public policy.  
 
Appointment of the Credentials Committee: Betty Harries (Howard) and Elaine Apter 
(Montgomery) were appointed as the Credentials Committee.  
 
Report of the Credentials Committee: Betty Harries reported that there were 28 delegates 
representing 10 counties, 10 Board members, meeting the quorum requirement of 25 
members from 8 Leagues. 
 
Parliamentarian’s Comments: Melpi Jeffries (Montgomery) called the delegates’ attention 
to the rules for the Convention on page 7 of the program book. Delegates were reminded that 
they should stand and wait for recognition by the chair before speaking. In addition, any 
delegate may speak only once on any motion until all other speakers have finished. 
 
Adoption of the Rules for the Convention: Melpi Jeffries moved and Elaine Apter 
seconded the adoption of the rules of order. The motion passed. 
 
Adoption of the Agenda: Melpi Jeffries moved and Betsy Grater (Howard) seconded the 
adoption of the order of business for the Convention. The motion passed. 
 
Appointment of Minutes Readers: Niecy Chambers (Anne Arundel), Lu Pierson (Baltimore 
City), and Carol Blackburn (LWVMD Board) were appointed to review the draft minutes 
prepared by the Secretary. 
 
Appointment of Action Motions Committee: President Cochran appointed Ruth Crystal 
(Baltimore City) and Betsy Singer (Howard) to serve as the Action Motions Committee. Ruth 
advised that all action motions should be submitted to the Committee by 8:30 am on Sunday. 
 
Approval of the Minutes of the 2013 Convention: Norma Merritt (Prince George’s) moved 
and Carol Blackburn seconded the approval of the minutes of the preceding Convention. The 
motion was adopted. 
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Treasurer’s Report: Barbara Russell (Howard) presented the financial report. She noted that 
the total income exceeded the expenses as of May 27, allowing a balance to carry over for 
future years. The report was reserved for audit. 
 
President’s Report: President Susan Cochran stated that she was pleased with the work of 
the League, including the production of the Voters’ Guides and the hosting of candidates’ 
forums. She also reported that the League had conducted a very successful forum on The 
Future is Now: Dealing with Rising Seas on Maryland’s Shores.  
 
The action program was vigorous, covering a large number of issues including environmental 
issues, particularly on clean water. The Environmental Commission was enacted into law, in 
place of the executive order creating it previously. The Maryland Voter and State Board Letter 
were of high quality and kept members informed on a wide range of activities. Outreach 
through social media was also increasing steady. Susan also expressed appreciation for the 
work of the office manager, Ashley Oleson. 
 
President Cochran stated that the needs of the League for the future included a public 
relations director and a fundraising director. She expressed gratitude for the generosity of 
League members. She asked members of the Board of Directors to stand and be recognized. 
 
Membership Report: Betty Harries gave the report on membership. On page 21 of the 
program book was a tabulation of members. Membership had declined by 91 members in the 
past year.  In part, this reflected an effort to reconcile the rolls of the League of Women 
Voters of the United States (LWVUS) database and the records of the local Leagues. In view 
of the cost of assessments for PMP, it was important to ensure that the records were 
accurate. She also presented a certificate from LWVUS to the Saint Mary’s County LWV for 
increasing its membership by 22.2%. She then presented a certificate from LWVUS to the 
Prince George’s County LWV for increasing its membership by 13%. 
 
Betsy Grater reported about the work of the Membership and Leadership Development 
(MLD) program – a program of the LWVUS to assist local Leagues in developing leadership 
from among members as well as recruiting new members. She presented awards from 
LWVUS to coaches in the program to: Roberta Safer (Calvert), Nancy Soreng (Montgomery), 
and Kathy McGuire (LWV-NCA). Betsy noted that Kathy McGuire had also acted as a 
coordinator in the program.  
 
Barbara Zia, liaison from LWVUS to the Maryland LWV Board, presented an award to Betsy 
Grater for her work in the MLD program. Betsy expressed appreciation for the work of Sue 
Garonzik (Baltimore County), who had preceded her as MLD coordinator. 
 
Amendments to the Bylaws: Carol Blackburn called the delegates’ attention to the 
proposed amendments beginning on page 34. 
Carol Blackburn moved and Melpi Jeffries seconded the adoption of an amendment to Article 
V, Section 8, by adding at the end the following: 
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Notification of conference call meetings must be in a timely manner. 
 
Barbara Russell expressed concern that “timely manner” was vague, and should be more 
specific.  
 
Carol Blackburn moved and Annette Funn (Calvert) seconded the approval of an amendment 
revising Article V, Section 9 to read as follows: 
 

Section 9. Email Meetings. Board meetings may be held by email to deal with 
specific matters which require attention between in-person or conference call 
board meetings. For an email meeting to occur the president must send an 
agenda to all board members with no more than three items to be commented 
on or voted upon and a deadline for closing the email meeting. Participants can 
vote at any time during the period that the vote is open but before the deadline. 
If a quorum of members responds within the time period designated, the 
meeting is valid. 

 
Carol Blackburn moved and Melpi Jeffries seconded the adoption of an amendment to Article 
XI, Section 2 by adding a new paragraph: 
 

d. Local Leagues that provided a reduced rate for students shall make a 
payment to the LWVMD as determined by the convention or council.  

 
Governor’s Commission on the Commemoration of Adoption of the Woman’s Suffrage 
Amendment: President Cochran asked Roberta Sharper (Baltimore City) to report on her 
work with the Governor’s Commission to commemorate the adoption of the Woman’s 
Suffrage Amendment, of which she is a member.   
 
Roberta stated that she was pleased and honored to represent LWVMD on the Commission. 
The Declaration of Independence protected the right to vote for certain individuals, while 
others were left out. The Constitution made amendments difficult to adopt - requiring approval 
of ¾ of the state legislatures or of special conventions. Although thousands of amendments 
have been proposed, only 27 amendments have been adopted in the past 220 years. Efforts 
were made to secure rights to vote for other citizens over the years. 
 
She noted that the 14th amendment had defined rights of citizenship and the 15th 
amendment protected the right to vote without regard to race, color, or previous condition of 
servitude. Susan B. Anthony was convicted of attempting to vote and that conviction was 
upheld by the Supreme Court. In the following years, women organized, marched, and 
petitioned for the right to vote. Some women were imprisoned for picketing in front of the 
White House. 
 
In 1919, the House and Senate submitted the 19th amendment to the states. In Tennessee, 
the final state to ratify, the margin was a single vote - one representative heeding the appeal 
of his mother to approve the right to vote. 
 



33 
 

Many people, including school children are unaware of this history. The Commission will help 
to educate the public about the struggle to gain the right to vote. 
 
Nancy Soreng called the delegates’ attention to the exhibit on Sadie Crockin, who was a 
founder of the League of Women Voters in Baltimore City and encouraged delegates to 
review the information. 
 
Report of the Liaison from the League of Women Voters of the United States: President 
Cochran introduced Barbara Zia, who spoke about her work as liaison between the Maryland 
LWV and LWVUS. Susan reported that Barbara holds a PhD from Boston College and has 
experience as a teacher, worked in the Peace Corps in Iran, and continues to be involved in 
community service projects. She is a sister ambassador in the Oxfam America program to 
connect women in various countries. She has been active in the League, including service as 
President of the South Carolina League. She was elected to the LWVUS Board of Directors 
in 2014.  For that Board, she is chairing the study of money in politics.  
 
Barbara Zia spoke on Celebrating our Past, Embracing Our Future, the theme for the 95th 
anniversary of the League. She also provided a folder of resources available from the 
national League. She noted that politics has become increasingly polarized and dialogue has 
become rancorous. Technology has increased opportunities for communications between 
and among communities. The League has worked on difficult issues such gerrymandering 
and money in politics. Throughout, the most troubling issue was that many people did not 
exercise the right to vote.  She noted that in 2011, state legislatures began adopting 
measures to suppress voting. 
 
For 95 years, the League has been making democracy work. Whatever the issue, the League 
stands up for voters. When Carrie Chapman Catt called for the formation of the League of 
Women Voters to “finish the work,” she did not refer just to the right of women to vote, but for 
the United States to be a healthy democracy. The League began its work to ensure that 
voters were well informed and actively involved in the political process.  
 
Through the next 5 years, there will be celebrations of successes and recognition of setbacks 
in our work for the past 95 years. There were challenges 100 years ago, and success of the 
suffrage movement did not appear inevitable. The challenges included both the war in 
Europe, new immigrants, and power held by large corporations. Many similar challenges face 
the League today. 
 
Many people today are distrustful of institutions. They have an unprecedented access to 
communication tools and sources of information. We are living in a new environment that 
provides us new ways to advocate. The League has begun to evaluate the data that it has 
collected. Over 30,000 comments were submitted to the EPA in response to a League 
appeal.  In response to a League appeal for comments to the FEC to strengthen campaign 
finance regulations, more than 22,000 people submitted statements. 
 
She concluded her remarks with an appeal to members to embrace the achievements of the 
past and seek to make use of the opportunities provided by the current technologies. 
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In response to a question from President Cochran, Barbara Zia advised that information 
about the current studies would be presented at the LWVUS Council meeting in June. Those 
studies are redistricting, the constitutional amendment process, and money in politics. A key 
question is whether we agree that money contributed to a political campaign is speech 
protected by the First Amendment’s freedom of speech clause. She expressed hope that the 
consensus questions on constitutional amendment process will be available in the summer. 
Materials for the money in politics issue will also be available in the summer. Local Leagues 
should appoint committees to engage in these studies. 
 
Barbara Zia presented a certificate of appreciation to President Cochran for her leadership of 
the League of Women Voters of Maryland. 
 
Roll Call of Local Leagues: 
Anne Arundel County: Niecy Chambers reported on the work of the Anne Arundel League, 
as set forth in the Appendix.  
Baltimore City: Lois Hybl reported on the work of the Baltimore City League, as set forth in 
the Appendix.  
Baltimore County: Camille Marx delivered the report as set forth in the Appendix.  
Calvert County: Annette Funn and John Perryman reported for their League as set forth in 
the Appendix.  
Report on the Lobby Corps of LWVUS: Carole Conors (Howard), LWVUS Lobby Corps 
Chair, reported on the work of that group of volunteers who take the League’s views to the 
members of Congress. Volunteers are from the District of Columbia and the adjoining 
counties in the states of Virginia and Maryland, as well as other counties in Maryland. She 
encouraged delegates to reach out to members who are not as active to consider service on 
the Lobby Corps. She reported that she will provide resources about the Lobby Corps and 
there are openings for volunteers. Carole also reported that she has served on the Lobby 
Corps for 20 years and 10 years as chair. 
 
Nancy Soreng showed a video on the work of the League of Women Voters that was 
prepared by LWVUS. 
 
The Convention recessed for lunch and workshops. 
 
Workshop I: A demonstration of the new voting system to be used by the state of Maryland 
beginning with the 2016 election was conducted by representatives of the ES&S Company 
(manufacturer of the new system). 
 
Workshop II: Barbara Ditzler (Montgomery) and Barbara Sanders (Montgomery) presented a 
demonstration of Instant Runoff Voting. 
 
Plenary Session II - Saturday, May 30 
 
President Susan Cochran reconvened the Convention at 3:14 pm. 
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Recognition of Local League Presidents: President Cochran invited the newly elected 
Presidents of local Leagues to stand and be recognized, and the delegates responded with 
applause. President Cochran also asked that the lists of local officers be sent to the office. 
 
Action Report: Barbara Schnackenberg (Howard) stated that no one does action by 
themselves, but only with the help of volunteers, and she thanked all those involved in the 
process. The action team overseeing the action program included Ruth Crystal and Nancy 
Soreng. The Report from State Circle reporters present at the Convention were Nancy 
Soreng (campaign finance and budget), Susan Cochran (environment), Ruth Crystal 
(meeting human needs), Ralph Watkins (redistricting), Lois Hybl (education), Barbara Ditzler 
(transportation), Betsy Singer (environment), Judy Morenoff (children’s issues), and Lu 
Pierson (election process). Barbara also expressed gratitude for the office manager, Ashley 
Oleson, who put the separate reports into final form and distributed it, and Judith Heimann 
(Montgomery), the editor of Report from State Circle.  Barbara presented a rose to each 
volunteer who was present. 
 
Report of the Credentials Committee: Elaine Apter reported that there were 36 delegates 
present representing 12 local Leagues, satisfying the quorum requirement of 25 members 
from 8 Leagues. In addition, there were 12 delegates from LWVMD and NCA, for a total of 48 
voting delegates. 
 
Report of the Nominating Committee: Diane Hibino (Montgomery) delivered the report of 
the Nominating Committee. The following persons were nominated for the offices noted: 
Officers: 

Co-Presidents: Nancy Soreng (Montgomery) and Barbara Schnackenberg (Howard) 
 First Vice President: Joann Ross (Baltimore County) 
 Second Vice President: Ruth Crystal (Baltimore City)  
 Third Vice President: Ralph Watkins (Montgomery) 
 Secretary: Elaine Apter (Montgomery) 
 Treasurer: Carolyn Hetterick (MAL Carroll) 
 
Board of Directors:  
 Melanie Cox (Frederick) 
 Betsy Grater (Howard) 
 Andrea Gruhl (Howard) 
 Jane Hardy (Kent) 
 Betty Harries (Howard) 
 Betsy Singer (Howard) 
 Richard Willson (Washington) 
 
Annette Funn nominated John Perryman (Calvert) for the Board of Directors and his 
nomination was seconded by Elaine Apter. 
 
Presentation of the State Program for 2015-2017: Elaine Apter moved the adoption of the 
program as presented in the convention workbook on pages 35-38. Diane Hibino seconded 
the motion. 
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Ralph Watkins moved that the existing position on redistricting be modified by deleting 
paragraph 7.c., which described a redistricting commission to “be appointed by the Governor, 
the General Assembly and the Court of Appeals” and to change the requirement that such a 
commission be “bipartisan” to “multi-partisan.” 
Barbara Russell seconded the motion. 
 
Judy Morenoff (Montgomery) moved an update of an existing position relating to instant 
runoff voting. The current position applies only to vacancies in county offices, and the 
proposed amendment would support the use of that procedure to fill vacancies in state offices 
as well. The motion was seconded by Lu Pierson.  
 
Elaine Apter moved the adoption of the proposed study of the primary system for nominating 
persons for public office. The motion was seconded by Barbara Hankins (Montgomery). 
Barbara Sanders asked if the League study was from the state of Washington or Washington, 
DC and it was reported that both Leagues had completed studies on the issue.  
 
Elaine Apter moved the adoption of the proposed study of state law regarding Development 
Rights and Responsibilities policies that may be adopted by counties. Melanie Cox seconded 
the motion. Barbara Hankins asked for an explanation of the system. Melanie Cox explained 
that state law allows a county to adopt a policy to freeze in place developers’ rights and 
responsibilities under a zoning code so that a developer would continue to have the same 
development rights for up to 25 years, even if zoning changed.  
 
Lois Hybl (Baltimore City) moved the adoption of the study of police community relations, 
seconded by Barbara Schnackenberg. Lois noted that problems with police-community 
relations had been in the news and there were a number of legislative proposals to address 
the issues.  
 
The delegates then voted on the question of whether to consider adopting the study on police 
community relations. The motion was adopted unanimously. 
 
Presentation of the 2015-2016 Budget: Ralph Watkins moved and Theresa Freligh 
(Harford) seconded the approval of the budget. Andrea Gruhl noted that significant additional 
income had been received from the Spring fundraising event, which had not been included in 
the financial statement used to prepare the budget page for the Convention workbook, which 
reflected income and expenses as of the Board meeting in early May.  
 
Deadline for Presentation of Action Motions: Ruth Crystal asked that action motions be 
provided to her in writing or by email by 8:30 a.m. Sunday morning. Annette Funn asked for 
the difference between directions to the board and actions. Ruth responded that the action 
motions require a vote of the Convention, and the action committee would review them to 
determine whether policy was in place to support the proposed action. In contrast, other 
matters were submitted for consideration by the Board. 
 
Lu Pierson asked if it was appropriate to raise the question of whether the League could 
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support the override of the Governor’s veto of the bill to allow convicted felons to register to 
vote after release from incarceration. Nancy Soreng said that LWVUS had advised that we 
could support restoration of voting rights provided that there was support from our members 
on this issue, which would occur through adoption of the action item. 
Roll Call of Local Leagues: 
Harford County: Peg Hill delivered the report shown in the Appendix. 
Howard County: Lillie Gallant reported on activities of their League as shown in the 
Appendix. 
Kent County: Nancy Smith reported the activities of their League as described in the 
Appendix.  
Queen Anne’s County: Barbara Sharkey introduced Jean Moore, who was a founder of the 
Queen Anne’s County League, and they described the activities of their League as shown in 
the Appendix. 
 
The meeting was recessed at 4:15 pm. 
 
Sunday, May 31 
 
Workshop III: JoAnn Ross and Betty Harries presented a workshop on Membership and 
Leadership Development. 
 
Workshop IV: Elaine Apter, Nancy Lawler (Baltimore City), and Alice Giles (Howard) 
presented a workshop on the new LWVMD website. 
 
Plenary Session III - Sunday, May 31 
 
President Cochran reconvened the Convention at 1:20 pm. 
 
Announcements: 
Alice Giles reported that she is serving as a member of the Nominating Committee for the 
Board of Directors of the LWVUS. She encouraged members to nominate either themselves 
or others for positions. 
 
Carole Conors presented information on the Lobby Corps and called attention to the 
brochures detailing the work of those volunteers.  
 
Report of the Credentials Committee: Betty Harries reported that there were 34 delegates 
from 12 Leagues and 12 delegates from the Board of Directors for a total 46. A majority 
would be 24 and three-fifths (required to approve non-recommended program) would be 28. 
 
Roll Call of Local Leagues: 
Montgomery County: Judy Morenoff described activities of that League as set forth in the 
Appendix.  
Prince George’s County: Atari Muhammad reported on the activities of that League as set 
forth in the Appendix. 
Saint Mary’s County: Cindy Jones reported on activities as shown in the Appendix. 
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Action Items: Ruth Crystal and Betsy Singer presented the action motions that had been 
received. Of the five motions received, three will be treated as directions to the Board and 
one will be considered under non-recommended items. 
 
Ralph Watkins moved that the League of Women Voters of Maryland support the restoration 
of a convicted felon’s right to register to vote upon release from imprisonment. Lu Pierson 
seconded the motion.  
 
John Perryman spoke in opposition, noting that a person serving parole remains under 
significant supervision of the court. Carol Blackburn asked for clarification of the League 
position, and it was explained that the Maryland League had not felt previously that there was 
member support for restoration upon release from prison. Carole Conors reported that under 
current law, a person who has not completed parole attempts to register to vote, it would be a 
felony. 
On motion of Elaine Apter, the question was called. A standing vote was requested and it 
was determined that a majority voted in favor, with 7 opposed. 
 
Bylaws Amendments: Carol Blackburn presented the proposed bylaws amendments. 
 
Amendment to Article V, Section 8: Notice of Conference Call Meetings 
 

Amend by adding at the end of the section the sentence: “Notification of 
conference call meetings must be in a timely manner.”  

 
Barbara Hankins proposed an amendment by adding the words “as determined by the Board” 
at the end of the sentence. She said that this would respond to the concern about vagueness. 
Carole Conors seconded the motion.  
 
Alice Giles asked if the definition of timeliness would change for each meeting. Barbara 
Hankins responded that it was her intent that the Board would set a standing policy at the 
time of the annual retreat. Annette Funn spoke in favor, advising that it functioned well in 
Calvert County. A question was raised as to whether a conference call could occur at a time 
other than the regular meeting. Carol Blackburn noted that the bylaws provided for specific 
notice of special meetings.  
 
Diane Hibino moved to call the question, seconded by Kathy McGuire. The motion carried. 
 
The question then occurred on the proposed amendment to the main motion, the addition of 
“as determined by the Board.” The amendment was adopted. 
 
 
The question then occurred on the amendment as amended: 
 

Notification of conference call meetings must be in a timely manner as 
determined by the Board.  
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The motion carried. 
 
Revision of Article V, Section 9: Email Meetings 
Carol Blackburn explained that the amendment was principally editorial. The current provision 
reads: 
 

Section 9. Email Meetings. Board meetings may be held by email to deal with 
specific matters which arise between in-person or conference call board 
meetings. These email meetings deal with matters better attended to at the time 
the meeting is called. Such email meetings can take place provided that all 
board members have access to email on a personal computer. For an email 
meeting to occur, the president must notify all board members and have 
acknowledgment by a quorum of all board members that they have received 
notice of the meeting. The president would provide an agenda which would 
contain no more than three (3) matters. The meeting would not contain minutes 
of a previous meeting nor treasurer or committee reports. Those participating 
must do so by assuring that all participants are included in order for their 
comments and votes to be considered and valid. The president would prescribe 
an ending time for the email meeting in line with the needs of the matter(s) on 
the agenda. At the termination time assigned, all input, discussion and voting 
would cease. 

 
The proposed amendment would delete that foregoing language and replace it with: 
 

Section 9. Email Meetings. Board meetings may be held by email to deal with 
specific matters which require attention between in-person or conference call 
board meetings. For an email meeting to occur the president must send an 
agenda to all board members with no more than three items to be commented 
on or voted upon and a deadline for closing the email meeting. Participants can 
vote at any time during the period that the vote is open but before the deadline. 
If a quorum of members responds within the time period designated, the 
meeting is valid.  

 
The amendment was approved. 
 
Amendment to Article XI, Section 2: Student Membership Rates  
The proposed amendment would add a new Paragraph d. 
 

d. Local Leagues that provided a reduced rate for students shall make a 
payment to the LWVMD as determined by the convention or council.  

 
In response to a question from a delegate, Carol advised that the definition included full-time 
or part-time students in a recognized educational program. Niecy Chambers advised that 
their League defined the requirements for a person to obtain a student rate; thus, each local 
League could set its own standards for granting reduced rates. The Anne Arundel LWV 
required that the students be within a certain age range and be enrolled for a specified level 
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of hours. Theresa Freligh asked what the reduced PMP would be. Carol Blackburn 
responded that the special rate would need to be determined later by Council or the next 
Convention. 
 
The amendment was approved. 
 
Program: Elaine Apter reviewed the proposed amendment on the redistricting position. The 
proposed revision would delete clause c, describing who would appoint the commission, and 
in clause d, delete “bipartisan” and substitute “multi-partisan,” as shown in the following (with 
deleted material shown in strikeout and new material underlined):  
 

Support for:  
 [. . .] 

7. An independent commission as the preferred redistricting body. The membership of 
the redistricting commission should: 
a. be appointed by the Governor, the General Assembly and the Court of Appeals; 
b. be bipartisan multi partisan, geographically representative and not include any 
current state elected official.  

 
Carole Conors moved to amend the amendment by adding the words “including unaffiliated 
voters” after “multi partisan.” Barbara Sanders seconded the motion.  
 
Elaine Apter reviewed the proposal to amend the position on the use of Instant Runoff Voting 
for state as well as local offices. The current position would then read (new language 
underlined): 
 

14) Support the option to use Instant Runoff Voting (IRV): (2014) 
 a. for single seat or executive office elections, both at the county and 
local level. This would require the winner to receive a majority of the votes cast. 
 b. to fill vacancies in any county and state offices, when special elections 
are held, instead of conducting both special political party primaries and a 
special general election. 
 c. to be elected to a nonpartisan position. The election should be 
concurrent with the general election.  

 
Diane Hibino moved to amend the proposed amendment to substitute “or” for “and” so that it 
would read: 
 
 Support for: 
 [. . .] 

   b. to fill vacancies in any county or state offices, when special elections are held, instead of 
conducting both special political party primaries and a special 
general election.  

 
The question occurred on the amendment proposed by Diane Hibino, modifying the proposed 
revision to the policy on Instant Runoff Voting. The motion was agreed to. 
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The question then occurred on the proposed revision to the position on Instant Runoff Voting. 
The motion carried. 
 
Elaine then presented the question of approving all policy positions, as amended by the 
previous actions. The motion carried. 
 
Recommended and Non-recommended State Studies 
 
Study of the Primary System: Elaine Apter reported that, in response to the survey of 
program issues, seven Leagues reported interest in this issue.  
 
Barbara Sanders moved that the proposed Primary Election study be amended to use the 
sense of the questions from the Elections Process in D.C. - Local Program Study 2013-2015 
as guidelines for the study’s scope:  
 

1. Would MD residents be better served by the current position supporting closed 
primary elections or a change to open primaries? 
2. Should MD continue its current system of plurality winner-take-all or move to 
requiring a majority vote for election? 
3. If the preference is for a majority vote, how should runoffs be conducted if there is 
no clear winner? Should Maryland employ a Ranked Choice Vote (Instant Runoff) or 
should the top two candidates be presented in a separate election? 

 
It was the sense of the Convention that these directions could be decided upon by the study 
committee. 
 
Barbara Sanders, Carol Blackburn, and Elaine Apter volunteered to serve on the study 
committee. 
 
The proposed study was adopted. 

 
The proposed study was adopted. 
Study of Development Rights and Responsibilities Agreements: Melanie Cox spoke in 
favor of the proposal. She advised that as they worked with state officials in their local study 
of this issue, those officials felt that some more tightening of the standards in the state law 
would be helpful. As the law was applicable to all counties, it would be desirable to have 
state-wide study. 
 
Barbara Ditzler spoke in opposition. She reported that two counties had been exempted from 
the state law, Montgomery and Prince George’s counties. Within each of those counties, 
consideration was given to the impact of development. She also reviewed the existing 
LWVMD positions, which she felt were adequate to address the concerns raised in support of 
the study. John Perryman also spoke in opposition, noting that the differences in such 
policies among the state’s counties made this more appropriate as a local study than a state 
study. 
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Nancy Soreng said that this proposal was to address a specific piece of legislation that would 
impact a large number of counties. Melanie Cox reported that the state law required enabling 
legislation in each county. 
 
On the motion to approve the study, 31 delegates voted Aye and 9 voted No, so the motion 
was approved. 
 
Study of Police-Community Relations: Elaine Apter reminded the delegates that this was a 
non-recommended study that the Convention had agreed to consider. 
 
Lois Hybl reported that the intention was to include legislation such as the police officers’ bill 
of rights, as well as the general area of police-community relations. John Perryman stated 
that he was not in favor of the League looking at the issue because so many others were 
already looking at it, we lack expertise in this area, and we have limited resources. It would 
be better for the League to focus on issues, such as primary elections, that other groups 
would overlook. Barbara Schnackenberg said that, unless the League studied the question, 
we would not be able to take a position on the recommendations made by other groups. 
Roberta Sharper said that the current breakdown of the relationships required study. The 
misunderstanding between the two groups was mounting, it was necessary for a neutral 
group to study the question. Laws applicable in Maryland should be compared to those in 
other states. We should help to develop a well-informed consensus. A study would help to 
heal a broken system. Malcolm Funn (Calvert) reminded the delegates that Representative 
Sarbanes had said that the League had credibility and that it was important for the League to 
study this issue. 
 
President Susan Cochran reminded the delegates that a three-fifths vote was required for 
approval. 
 
The motion was approved. 
 
Elaine Apter noted that the approval of three studies was ambitious and appealed to the 
delegates to recruit participants for each of the study committees. 
 
Presentation of the Budget: Ralph Watkins presented the budget, asking first to address 
any questions and then offer any amendments. No amendments were offered and the budget 
was approved. 
 
Election of Officers and Board: Diane Hibino moved, seconded by Carol Blackburn, that 
the Secretary be directed to cast a unanimous vote for the slate of nominees. The motion 
carried. 
 
Newly-elected Co-President Barbara Schnackenberg reported that the new Board would be 
meeting in a retreat in the first week of June and would set a calendar for League program. 
Representatives would also be attending LWVUS Council. She asked that delegates review 
the story in the Baltimore Sun describing voter registration in the city. She also requested that 
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if people send an email to either Co-President, they ensure that both Co-Presidents are 
included, and that she and Nancy Soreng would endeavor to work as a unified team. 
 
Newly-elected Co-President Nancy Soreng thanked the Nominating Committee for its work 
and also Elaine Apter, who secured the banquet speaker, Representative John Sarbanes. 
 
Andrea Gruhl asked the Board members to stand and then presented a gift to outgoing 
President Susan Cochran. Susan responded that she had a wonderful board to work with and 
thanked them for their gift. 
 
Location for Council: Melanie Cox invited the League to come to Frederick County for 
Council meeting in May 2016.  
 
Directions to the Board: 
Barbara Sanders proposed that, in order to provide more time for discussion and thought, at 
future state conventions the presentation of proposed state program and consideration of 
non-recommended items be moved to the first Plenary Session, with Discussion and Motions 
at the second Plenary and voting at the third Plenary.  
 
Annette Funn suggested that local Leagues submit a written report of the highlights of their 
programs for the preceding two years to be included in the Convention workbook, so that 
members could take advantage of each other’s rich accomplishments. This would not replace 
the Roll Call presentations at the Convention. She also asked that the Board report the 
disposition of the directions to the Board, and that those decisions be handled as timely as 
possible. 
 
Lu Pierson asked that the Board inquire at LWVUS Council as to why only citizens are 
permitted to be voting members of the League. 
 
Barbara Sanders asked that the Board work with the national office to ensure that all 
presidential candidates submit statements in time for inclusion in the Voter’s Guide prior to 
each state primary. 
 
Carole Conors expressed thanks to the host League, Anne Arundel County League, for the 
arrangements made for the Convention, and the delegates responded with applause. 
 
Diane Hibino asked that the biographical information on nominees for State Board in the 
Convention Workbook include email addresses. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 3:00 pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted,    
 
 
Ralph Watkins 
Secretary 
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 Appendix to Minutes of Convention 
 League of Women Voters of Maryland 
 May 30-31, 2015 
 
Anne Arundel County: Niecy Chambers reported on the work of the Anne Arundel League, 
including a Rising Seas forum and the celebration of their 70th anniversary. They also hosted 
two programs on money in politics, including a presentation by Representative John 
Sarbanes.  
 
Baltimore City: Lois Hybl reported on the work of the Baltimore City League, including voter 
registration, a legislative breakfast for their statehouse delegation, a joint luncheon with 
Baltimore County - where the speaker was the granddaughter of Sally Grant, whose husband 
was the grandson of Sadie Crockin.  
 
Baltimore County: Camille Marx reported that their League had worked on quality public 
education, had conducted forums for legislative candidates, and in partnership with the public 
libraries had presented informational forums. 
 
Calvert County: Annette Funn and John Perryman reported that Calvert County League 
conducted 3 Town Hall Meetings with record-breaking attendance: Water & Sewer; Rising 
Sea Level; and Sustainable Land Preservation. They also sponsored a Legislative Evening 
for Calvert’s delegation who serve in Annapolis, at which 25 coalition groups spoke. They 
also organized two Observer Teams/Corps for the Board of County Commissioners and the 
Board of Education; celebrated the 13th annual Women of the World program honoring 
Calvert’s best with 12 other community groups; sponsored a summer social fundraiser with a 
story teller; hosts a new member wine and cheese gathering; set up a successful new 
League website; published a new member handbook – their first in 8 years! They also 
conducted a transparency study about local government with 15 recommendations, with most 
of those now being implemented; conducted voter service projects; at the request of the 
Department of State, hosted an Angolan news crew to observe a candidates’ forum. Calvert 
had many accomplishments and excellent press coverage of all activities. 
 
Harford County: Peg Hill reported that they had a busy year, with voter service activities 
including registering of voters at high schools as well as ensuring that local candidates were 
included in VOTE411. They also continued their movie series - for some of them they had 
partnered with AAUW and the Delta Sigma Theta sorority, and had also conducted a number 
of candidate forums. 
 
Howard County: Lillie Gallant reported that they had: conducted polling place evaluations for 
all precincts; conducted candidate forums; prepared a Voters’ Guide, prepared a Voters’ 
Guide for students; and were building membership. They have also conducted forums on 
environmental issues and recently participated in a demonstration in Howard County known 
as “Stand for Affordable Housing” in support of affordable housing in downtown Columbia. 
 
Kent County: Nancy Smith reported that their League held local candidate forums for both 
the primary and general elections; produced Vote411 and also printed Voters’ Guides in 
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cooperation with Mid Shore and Queen Anne’s County Leagues; assisted with the 
presentation of the forum on Rising Seas; produced a directory of elected officials; and 
created a list of public meeting spaces. Membership has increased by 20%. 
 
Queen Anne’s County: Barbara Sharkey introduced Jean Moore, who was a founder of the 
Queen Anne’s County League. The League conducted 7 candidate forums in 2 weeks, with 
excellent turnout. They also updated their guide to elected officials. In cooperation with Kent 
and Mid-Shore, they produced a Voters’ Guide for voters in all 5 counties covered by those 
Leagues. They also assisted with the organizing of the forum on Rising Seas. They have 
been recruiting members at public events in their county and are planning to conduct a Civics 
101 course and voter registration drive this coming year. 
 
Montgomery County: Judy Morenoff reported that the League was proud of its work with 
voter education and voter registration. They are particularly proud of a new initiative 
roundtable on civic engagement, involving 34 different organizations. The League is 
continuing its series of issue forums in libraries under the title Trending Topics. Attendees at 
those events are invited to sign up for information on League programs and also to become 
members. The League also has sponsored a “Sunday at the Movies” which featured a 
documentary and panel discussion, and it was a very successful fundraiser for the League’s 
Education Fund. Judy also noted that the February membership figures reported in the 
Convention workbook showed a net loss of 10 members, but since that time 10 members had 
renewed and an additional 20 new members had joined. 
 
Prince George’s County: Atari Muhammad reported that as a new member she has enjoyed 
learning about the work of the League. The League has conducted candidate forums and has 
formed partnerships with several other organizations in the county.  The Prince George's 
County LWV also hosted programs on the following topics: education in the Prince George's 
County public schools, redistricting, and economic development in the county. 
 
Saint Mary’s County: Cindy Jones reported that the League has conducted a forum on 
water quality and has also conducted candidate forums. As a candidate, she linked her site to 
the VOTE411 website because it was so helpful to voters. In response to a plea from the 
outgoing President at a candidates’ forum - noting the small number of League members 
available to provide such forums in the future, the League gained 14 new members, an 
increase of 22.2%. 
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BYLAWS AMENDMENTS, LWVMD JUNE 2017  
This was a bylaw change to the LWVUS Bylaws at the 2016 LWVUS Convention. Upon advice 
from LWVUS, this change did not have to be approved by the membership because all local and 
state Leagues must conform to this change adopted at the 2016 LWVUS Convention. 
 
Bylaws Changes 
Board voted to change the following LWVMD Bylaws to conform to the LWVUS Bylaws that were 
adopted at the 2016 National convention. 
 
Section 1, Eligibility. Any citizen person who subscribes to the purposes and policy of the 
LWVUS shall be eligible for membership. 
 
Section 2, Types of Membership. The membership of the League shall be composed of voting 
members and associate members.  
a. Voting members. Persons at least 18 16 years of age who join the League shall be voting 
members of the LWVUS, the LWVMD, the local League to which the member belongs, and any 
regional League to which that local League belongs: 
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LWVMD POSITIONS 2015-2017 – SUMMARY 
 
I. GOVERNMENT 

ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE: Action to secure an effective, nonpartisan judiciary; and to 
promote fair and appropriate sentencing, including abolition of the death penalty; and a 
correctional system, including probation and other alternatives to incarceration, that protects 
society and prepares offenders for successful reintegration to the community. Action to support 
access by indigent criminal defendants to legal counsel at every decisional stage of the judicial 
process, including bail hearings. (1963, 1964, 1967, 1970, 1987, 1989, 2002, 2003, 2005, 2009, 
2010) 
 
ELECTION PROCESS: Action to assure fair campaigns and elections. Action to institute 
elections to fill vacancies in the General Assembly. Action to support a closed primary election, a 
mix of single and multi-member legislative districts and coterminous boundaries. Action to oppose 
term limits for members of the General Assembly. Action to assure an election system that is 
equitable, accessible, fiscally responsible, accountable and enforceable. Opposition to a 
requirement for uniform voting systems unless funded by the state. (1972, 1985, 1993, 1997, 
2001, 2013, 2014) 
 
FIREARMS CONTROL: Action to strengthen gun laws (1991) 
 
FISCAL POLICY: Action to promote an equitable and efficient fiscal structure for Maryland and to 
improve the fiscal relationships between the state and its political subdivisions. Action to support 
or oppose proposed changes to Maryland’s revenue structure, using certain principles to analyze 
and evaluate the proposed changes. Action to increase the budgetary authority of the legislature 
and to achieve a more effective budget process.  (1976, 1981, 1999, 2004) 
 
LOCAL GOVERNMENT: Action to support county home rule, with preference for charter. (1967, 
1983, 1985) 
 
REDISTRICTING: Action to assure a state redistricting process and standards that promote fair 
and effective representation in the state legislature and House of Representatives with maximum 
opportunity for public scrutiny.  (2004, 2015)  
  
STATE CONSTITUTION: Action to secure a constitution that is clear, concise and confined to 
fundamentals.  (1962)Action to strengthen gun control laws.  (199 
 
II. NATURAL RESOURCES 

COAL: Action to oppose the granting of eminent domain for, and the construction of, a coal slurry 
pipeline through Maryland. Action to support the collection of taxes and fees from the coal 
industry for costs to the collection of taxes and fees from the coal industry for costs to 
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strip mining on slopes steeper than 20 degrees. (1986, 1987, 1993)  
 
HAZARDOUS WASTE MANAGEMENT: Action to promote the environmentally sound 
management of hazardous waste and to educate the public on safe disposal procedures. (1984) 
 
LAND USE/GROWTH MANAGEMENT: Action to encourage the State to establish goals, 
guidelines, and standards for land use, with local implementation of land use policies. (1975, 
1979, 1991) 
 
SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT: Action to promote informed decisions affecting solid waste 
management. (1995) 
 
TRANSPORTATION: Action to support an integrated transportation system and mass transit 
systems which are efficient, safe, clean and accessible. Support for adequate and equitable 
funding and cooperative regional programs is necessary to achieve these goals. (2001) 
 
 
III. SOCIAL POLICY 

ADULT LITERACY: Action to ensure availability of free or low cost basic English language 
instruction for adult Maryland residents who are not proficient in reading writing, speaking and 
understanding English. (2009) 
 
CHILDREN’S SERVICES: Action to support a comprehensive range of child-centered services to 
ensure all children a chance to grow toward stable, productive adulthood. (1995) 
 
DOMESTIC VIOLENCE: Action to support preventing initial and repeat occurrence of violence 
against spouses, domestic partners, the elderly, and children. Action to support a strong 
statewide response to violence that is integrated, interdisciplinary, and adequately funded, 
involving all segments of the law-enforcement and judicial systems, the medical community, the 
schools, social services, animal care and control agencies, and the private sector, with a primary 
focus on the safety of victims. (2000) 
 
DRUG AND CONTROLLED SUBSTANCES ABUSE, POLICIES AND LAWS IN MARYLAND: 
Action to legalize the use of marijuana for any use, including medicinal, subject to restrictions on 
production and distribution (2012) 
 
DRUNK DRIVING: Action to promote strong governmental measures and educational programs 
to address the problem of the drinking driver. (1983) 
 
EDUCATION: Action to support measures which recognize the primary responsibility for funding 
public elementary and secondary education lies with the state. (1972, 1975) Action to support the 
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state aiding local school systems in attracting and retaining competent teachers. (1989) Action to 
oppose using public funding for vouchers to enable parents to send their children to private 
elementary and secondary schools. Action to encourage the inclusion of certain criteria in any 
legislation or regulations governing the establishment of Public Charter Schools. (2001) Action to 
insure students have an opportunity to pass high school graduation tests. (2005) 
 
EQUALITY OF OPPORTUNITY: Action to ensure that Maryland law does not discriminate in its 
recognition of all marriages/civil unions on the basis of gender or religious definitions of marriage. 
(2007) 
 
HEALTH CARE APPEALS: Action to ensure a health care appeals system which protects 
patients, makes insurers accountable, and objectively addresses patients’ concerns. (1999) 
  
HOUSING: Action to develop a state housing policy responsive to the need for more affordable 
housing and to clarify landlord/tenant relationships. (1982, 1983) 
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RECOMMENDED AND NON-RECOMMENDED STATE PROGRAM 
2017–19 

 
 
Recommended Studies 
The Board recommends the following studies, provided that a chair can be secured before the end of 
the Convention.   
 
Corrections and Bail - strong interest among local Leagues and existing position has gaps 

Civic Education - both in public schools and for the general public 

Services for the Aging in Maryland 

 
 
Non-recommended Studies 
Death with Dignity (not strong interest across state) 

Impaired Driving (not strong interest across state) 

Housing (national positions are adequate) 

Foster Care (not strong interest across state) 

 
 
Editorial Update 
Make the reference in the position on domestic violence gender neutral so that it states 
“Counseling for abused persons, children and batterers.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



51 
 

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS of MARYLAND 
2017-18 PROPOSED BUDGET 

       

    
2016-17 
Actual* 

2016-17 
Budget 

2017-18 
Budget 

Income       
 Contributions      
  Member Contributions  3,735.00 2,000.00 5,000.00 

  Non-member Contributions  0.00 100.00 300.00 

  In-Kind Contribution  0.00 0.00  

  Contributions - Other  0.00 0.00  

 Total Contributions   3,735.00 2,100.00 5,300.00 

       
 PMP      
  Local League PMP  13,966.03 15,644.00 16,207.50 

  PMP - Other  0.00 0.00  

 Total PMP   13,966.03 15,644.00 16,207.50 

       
    0.00 0.00  
 MAL Dues      
  MAL Dues  328.00 185.00 250.00 

 Total MAL Dues   328.00 185.00 250.00 

       
 Events      
  Convention/Council  5,405.00 4,000.00 1,500.00 

  Legislative Day  2,185.00 2,000.00 2,500.00 

  Fall Event  805.00 1,500.00 2,500.00 

  Spring Event  0.00 1,500.00 2,500.00 

  Advocacy Course  0.00   
  Fall Workshop  1,350.00 1,000.00 1,400.00 

  Winter Workshop  1,300.00 1,000.00 1,400.00 

  Workshop - Other  0.00   
  Events - Other  0.00 0.00  

 Total Events   11,045.00 11,000.00 11,800.00 

       
 Other Income      
  Dividend & Interest  1.04   
  Liability Insurance Premiums  149.58 1,000.00 1,200.00 

  Outside Printing  136.70 100.00 1,000.00 

  Outside Agency Contributions  0.00 1,200.00 1,500.00 

  LWV Wares  43.00 700.00 300.00 

  LWV Publications  25.00 25.00 25.00 

  Other Income   0.00 0.00  

 Total Other Income   355.32 3,025.00 4,025.00 
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 Projects      
  Report from State Circle  25.00 75.00 50.00 

  Special Projects     
 Total Projects   25.00 75.00 50.00 

       

 
Reimbursement - LWV ED 
FUND   9,723.82 18,275.00 21,131.50 

 Grants   0.00 0.00 0.00 
Total 
Income    39,178.17 50,304.00 58,764.00 

       
       
Expense       
 Action Expense      
  Coalitions & Membership  415.00 400.00 450.00 

  Legislative Day  479.00 1,000.00 1,400.00 

  Advocacy  0.00 0.00  

  Action Expense - Other  0.00 0.00  

 Total Action Expense   894.00 1,400.00 1,850.00 

       
* Board & Committee Expense      
  Room rental Contribution   400.00 400.00 

  Other  0.00 0.00 200.00 

 
Total Board and Committee 
Expense    400.00 600.00 

 Delegate Expense      
  LWVUS Convention/Council  795.00 500.00 1,400.00 

  Delegate Expense - Other  0.00 0.00  

 Total Delegate Expense   795.00 500.00 1,400.00 

       
 Fundraising Expense      
  Spring Event  450.00 1,000.00 2,200.00 

  Fall Event  88.00 1,000.00 2,200.00 

  Wares Expense   0.00 300.00 75.00 

  Fundraising Expense - Other  0.00 0.00  

 Total Fundraising Expense   538.00 2,300.00 4,475.00 

       

 
Information & Education 
Expense      

  Website  981.53 800.00 3,110.25 

  E-Commerce Fees  323.34 200.00 215.00 

  
Information & Education 
Expense - Other  0.00 0.00  

 
Total Information & Education 
Expense   1,304.87 1,000.00 3,325.25 

       
 LWVUS PMP (MALS)   32.00 130.00 160.00 

       
 Project Expense   0.00 0.00 0.00 
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 Office Expense      
  Audit  100.00 350.00 300.00 

  Insurance  2,101.00 1,150.00 1,575.00 

 ***** Rent  8,800.00 9,600.00 9,775.00 

  Equipment Maintenance  2,690.80 3,000.00 3,200.00 

  Color Copies  0.00   
  Supplies  1,638.79 900.00 1,500.00 

  Telephone & Internet  1,362.12 1,620.00 2,000.00 

  Postage  295.12 700.00 500.00 

 Total Office Expense   16,987.83 17,320.00 18,850.00 

       
 Payroll Expense      
  Payroll Salary  14,348.49 16,500.00 18,584.00 

  Payroll Taxes  990.54 1,800.00 1,800.00 

  Other Payroll    2,153.00 

  Workers' Compensation  250.00 250.00 275.00 

  Parking  0.00 750.00 750.00 

 Total Payroll Expense   15,589.03 19,300.00 23,562.00 

       
 Bank Charges   21.00 0.00 25.00 

       
 Sales Tax Expense   0.00 50.00 18.00 

       
 LWV Publications   0.00   
       
 State/Local League Relations      
  Council/Convention  2,141.57 2,500.00 1,300.00 

  Liability Insurance Premium  0.00 1,000.00 1,200.00 

  Field Service  0.00   
  Advocacy Course Exp  0.00   
  Winter Workshop  482.00 750.00 600.00 

  Fall Workshop  617.80 750.00 600.00 

  State Workshops-Other  0.00   

 
Total State/Local League 
Relations   3,241.37 5,000.00 3,700.00 

       
 Transfer to Reserve Fund    2,904.00 798.75 

       
Total 
Expense    39,403.10 50,304.00 58,764.00 

       
Net 
Income    -224.93 0.00 0.00 

       
       
*as of 4/30/17    
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LWVMD- EDUCATION FUND BUDGET 

The League of Women Voters of Maryland Education Fund budget does not require approval by the 
Convention, but is approved by the Board, pursuant to tax regulations that it be operated as a 
separate organization. The budget is set forth for the information of the Convention.  
 

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF MARYLAND EDUCATION FUND, INC 
FY 2017-18 PROPOSED BUDGET 

    
2016-17 
Budget 

2016-17 
Actual 

2017-18 
Budget  

 Income    
(as 
2/19/17)   

  Contributions      

   
Member 
Contributions 8,000.00 9,845.50 12,000.00  

   
Non-member 
Contributions 500.00 1,029.65 1,500.00  

   
Endowment Fund 
Contributions  2,000.00 1,000.00 2,000.00  

  Total Contributions  10,500.00 11,875.15 15,500.00  
        
  Investments  1,000.00 4,691.90 1,500.00  
        
  Other Income      

   
Income from 
Reserves 7,152.5 0.00 4,981.00  

   Publication Sales 0.0 0.00 0.00  
   Grant Income 500.00 625.00 3,000.00  
  Total Other Income  7,652.50 625.00 7,981.00  
        
  Vote 411      

 
Total 
Income   19,152.50 17,192.05 24,981.00  

        
 Expense       
  Office Expense  8,617.50 5,421.97 9,250.00  
        
  Payroll Expenses  9,650.00 4,301.85 11,781.00  
        
  Grant Distribution  0.00 0.00 0.00  
        

  
Public Info, Voter 
Svc, Publications  0.00 0.00 500.00  

        
  Bank Charges      
   Paypal Charges 0.00 0.00 0.00  
   e-Commerce fees 0.00 91.60 150.00  

   Bank Charges - Other 75.00 0.00 0.00  

  Total Bank Charges  75.00 91.60 150.00  
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  Publications  10.00 0.00   
        

  
Coalitions and 
Memberships  300.00 100.00 100.00  

        
  Voter Service  500.00 0.00 3,000.00 Half of annual $6000 cost 

  
Naturalization 
Project Grant   336.70 200.00 

Expenses included in 
office, payroll, and 
copying 

  
Charitable 
Contributions  0.00 0.00   

        
        

 
Total 
Expense   19,152.50 10,252.12 24,981.00  

Net 
Income    0.00 6,939.93 0.00  
        
 * some reflect actual, some projections to June 30     

 
Revd 
3/6/17       
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	Other tables: treasurers, membership chairs, webmasters, local League Presidents
	1:15 pm - 2:30 pm  PLENARY SESSION IV, Toll Science Center
	Report of Credentials Committee: Elaine Apter
	Presidents’ Acceptance: Willson/Apter
	Discussion, Motions and Vote on Program for 2017-2019: Willson/Apter
	Discussion, Motions and Vote on Budget for 2017-2019: Willson/Apter
	Action Motions Report: Willson/Apter
	Vote on Action Motions: Willson/Apter
	New Business: Willson/Apter
	Directions to the Board: Willson/Apter
	Announcements: Willson/Apter
	2:30 pm  CONVENTION ADJOURNS


	REPORT OF THE NOMINATING COMMITTEE
	BIOGRAPHIES – NEW AND CONTINUING LWVMD BOARD MEMBERS
	PORTFOLIO REPORTS
	Co-Presidents’ Report
	ACTION
	PROGRAM
	MEMBERSHIP

	Congratulations! The League is steadily increasing its numbers as citizens learn about our services and are inspired to become more involved participants in their government. The gain so far is small, but significant – and we know that if we work toge...
	Each member of the LWVMD Board chooses a League other than their own to serve as a liaison to during the League year. A liaison keeps their league informed of activities, policies, and procedures consistent with those of state and national. They also ...
	Anne Arundel      Betsy Singer
	Baltimore City     Ruth Crystal
	Baltimore County    Betsy Grater
	Calvert       Melanie Cox
	Frederick       Richard Wilson
	Harford      Carolyn Hetterick
	Howard      Theresa Freligh
	Kent       JoAnn Ross
	Prince George’s    Nancy Soreng
	Mid-Shore      Ralph Watkins
	Queen Anne’s     Jane Hardy
	St. Mary’s       John Perryman
	Washington     Elaine Apter
	NCA        Andrea Gruhl
	A special thank you for their efforts to facilitate communication between the State and Local Leagues.
	For a number of years, LWVMD has been participating in a program entitled Membership Leadership Development (MLD) but due to dwindling interest and participation, we have dropped our affiliation; however, MLD is a viable program. If any League is inte...
	The key word for membership is the ASK word. It works. Use it often.
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	CONSTITUTION DAY
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	2015 LWVMD Convention Minutes
	BYLAWS AMENDMENTS, LWVMD JUNE 2017
	LWVMD POSITIONS 2015-2017 – SUMMARY
	RECOMMENDED AND NON-RECOMMENDED STATE PROGRAM 2017–19

