April 2017

SAVE THE DATE
LWVHC ANNUAL MEETING & DINNER
TUESDAY, APRIL 25, 2017
You will receive the 71st Annual Meeting Workbook
in the mail. It will have the registration form in it for the Annual Meeting.

The April meeting of Great Decisions will be
on Wednesday, April 12th at Janis and Jerry Cripes. It
will start at 7:00 with the movie at 7:30. The topic this
month will be China. RSVP Janis at 410-730-8091 or
at janiscripe@aol.com if you plan to attend.

Dear Friend,
As the League continues to see a groundswell of interest in our work, here are a
few tips for making the most impact right now:






Seize the moment for action. State and local governments are in full
policymaking swing. This is our peak opportunity to urge forward momentum
on League priorities AND stand guard as attacks on voting rights and other
key issues come up. Ask members, volunteers, allies and your personal
networks to make calls to their representatives. Make it easy for them by
providing phone numbers and scripts, and send regular issue updates and
thank you’s to action-takers.
Focus on voters. With eyes turning toward key 2017 and 2018 elections, this
is the time to think about how your League can prepare to reach as many
voters as possible over the next 18 months. Is your League ready to launch or
reboot a high school or new citizen voter registration effort? How can you get
your next VOTE411 voters’ guide in front of more people? Have you
reconnected with existing partners? Is your League prioritizing resources and
time to focus on our core voter engagement activities?
Membership not required! Whether someone is interested in writing a
check, volunteering for an hour, connecting you to a potential new partner, or
making calls to representatives, there are endless ways for non-members to
contribute to our work in meaningful ways. When someone new shows
interest in your League, ask how they’re interested in helping, and go from
there.
Chris Carson
LWVUS President (League Update, March 2, 2017)

Calendar
April 6, Thurs.
7:00 p.m.
Board Meeting
April 8, Sat.
9:30 a.m.-3:00 p.m.
LWVNCA
A Place to Call Home
April 10, Mon.
General Assembly
adjourns
April 12, Wed.
7:00 p.m.
Great Decisions
April 22, Sat.
10:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.
GreenFest
April 26, Wed.
12:00 p.m.
LWVMD
A Day on Capitol Hill
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The League of
Women Voters
is where hands-on
work to safeguard
democracy leads to
civic improvement.
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A quote from Maya Angelou reads “If you don’t like something,
change it. If you can’t change it change your attitude.”
As a citizen and League member, we can write letters to an elected
official and express our concerns regarding issues that affect our lives
such as voter rights, undocumented immigrants and civil rights. The
League of Women Voters of Howard County’s (LWVHC) members
and volunteers are committed to making democracy work. The
positions adopted by LWVHC can possibly assist members in writing
a letter in support of or in opposition to an issue or opinion that can be
addressed by our elected officials. Collectively, citizens can attempt
to empower elected officials with words by writing letters. As a
League of Women Voters member, I would encourage our members
to review public policy positions adopted by the LWV of the US when
writing a letter regarding issues that concern you.
According to the Washington Post, when Senator Elizabeth Warren
spoke up about her concerns with the nomination of Senator
Sessions, Republicans took issue when she quoted from a pair of
letters written by the late Coretta Scott King and the late senator
Edward Kennedy (D-Mass.) opposing Sessions’ ill-fated nomination
to a federal judgeship in 1986. King’s letter accused Sessions of
racial bias; Kennedy’s called him a “disgrace to the Justice
Department.”
The Washington Post’s Paul Kane and Ed O’Keefe reported, “It was
all too much for Majority Leader Mitch McConnell (R-Ky.), who said
Warren had “impugned the motives and conduct of our colleague
from Alabama.” Per the reporters, “the Senate voted along party
lines to shut her down”.
Per the Washington Post “The mechanism used to silence Warren is
known as Rule 19, an arcane and seldom invoked provision in the
rules of the Senate. The rule states that senators may not “directly or
indirectly, by any form of words, impute to another Senator or to other
Senators any conduct or motive unworthy or unbecoming a Senator.”
After reading about Rule 19 in a February issue of the Washington
Post, I thought about a quote from Martin Luther King Jr. “Our lives
begin to end the day we become silent about the things that
matter”. Once again, as a League of Women Voters member, I
would encourage our members to review public policy positions
adopted by the LWV of the US when writing a letter regarding issues
that concern you.
Below are a few positions adopted by The League of Women Voters
of Howard County (LWVHC):
 Voting rights is a fundamental citizen right that must be
guaranteed.
 The League supports provisions for unauthorized immigrants
already in the country to earn legal status.
LWVHC is committed to increasing the understanding of local issues
that affect our county through education and advocacy.

~Lillie Gallant,

President, LWVHC
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Secretary
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Directors
Roxanne Hughes-Wheatland &
Jean Israel, Membership
Patricia Laidig, Communications
Patricia Gordon, Education
Carole Conors, Program
Betsy Singer, Environment
Linda Wengel, Voter Serv./Poll Eval.
Vacant Position, Action
Vacant Position, Voter Serv./Guides
Off Board
Nancy Berla, Publications/Scrip
Sue Buswell, Great Decisions
Janis Cripe, Great Decisions
Andrea Gruhl, LWVNCA Liaison
Barbara Johnson, Voter Serv./Guides
Andrea Wilmoth, Webmaster
Nominating Committee
Nancy Berla
Jean Israel
Joan Yurecsko

Articles, news, reports, and photos
should be submitted by the 15th of
each month for inclusion in the
VOTER newsletter.
Please submit in Word format to:
communications@lwvhowardmd.org
We look forward to hearing from
you!

LWVNCA: A Place to Call Home
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GreenFest
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LWVNCA: Silent Auction
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LWVMD 2017 State Convention
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LWVHC: The Elected
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LWVHC: The Elected
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LWVHC Membership Corner
LWVHC Membership Corner
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by Roxanne Hughes-Wheatland rhugheswheatland@yahoo.com or contact League office, 410-

730-0142

IT’S TIME TO RENEW YOUR LWV MEMBERSHIP
Most memberships with LWVHC will expire on April 30, 2017. The only exceptions are: new members
who joined between Jan. 1 and March 31, 2017. Your dues are valid until April 30, 2018. Many of our
members have recently renewed their membership. If you aren’t sure whether your membership in LWV
has expired, please call Gina at our office and she can answer your question.

Beginning July 1st those who haven’t renewed will be listed as 'inactive' in our records. Our
Howard County League needs you and your dues so that we can continue our work and achieve our goals.
The League of Women Voters: Where hands-on work to safeguard democracy leads to civic
improvement.

Our League is growing . . . but we always need to keep adding members. YOU can help. It's simple:
ASK anyone of voting age who has an interest in the topics and issues LWV works on to join us. Don’t be
shy – give it a try !

Moving? Address, phone or email change?

Please be sure to contact Gina at our office if your
information changes (410-730-0142 or email: info@howard.lwvmd.org).
We do so much by email these days. Be sure yours is up-to-date. Stay in touch – Roxanne

_______________________________________________________________________________
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION / RENEWAL FORM

Date: ______________________

- (Membership Year May 1, 2017 – April 30, 2018)

Name: ________________________________________

Address: ____________________________________
Telephone : (Hm) ___________________

(Wk) _________________ (Cell)_____________________

Email: _______________________________________
____ $60.00 INDIVIDUAL one-year membership
____ $82.50 HOUSEHOLD one-year membership (for two members who share an address)
____ $20.00 STUDENT
____ Contribution of $ _________
Please make checks payable to LWVHC
Mail to League of Women Voters of Howard County, Inc., 5430 Vantage Point Rd, Suite C, Columbia, MD 21044
(Dues are NOT tax deductible. To make a tax-deductible contribution, please write check to LWVHCEF.)

