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301-984-9585  
Email: lwvmc@erols.com
lwvmocomd.org

Material from the Guide may not be reproduced in whole 
or in part without permission of the League of Women 
Voters of Montgomery County. The League assumes no 
liability for errors or omissions.
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About the Primary Election
•  The Primary Election takes place on June 26 and the General 

Election is on November 6, 2018.

•  The Democratic and Republican political parties are required by 
Maryland law to choose their candidates for the General Election in 
party primary elections. Those parties have determined that only 
registered  Republicans may vote for Republican candidates and 
only registered Democrats may vote for Democratic candidates 
in the Primary Election.  Unaffiliated, Green, and Libertarian party 
voters may vote only for the nonpartisan Board of Education offices 
in the statewide Primary Election.

•  In 2018, you must be registered as a Democrat or Republican 
by the June 5 deadline to vote for that party’s candidates in the 

Primary Election. You cannot change your party affiliation after 
June 5.  There is one exception:  If you have not registered to vote 
in Maryland by June 5, you may register for the first time, declare 
a party affiliation, and vote the same day at Early Voting. See next 
page for Early Voting locations.

•  To vote in the Primary Election in June, you must be 18 years old on 
or before the November 6, 2018 General Election.

•  Maryland law does not allow write-in candidates for the Primary 
Election.

•  With few exceptions, offices and candidates in this guide are listed 
in the same order in which they will appear on your ballot.

Get Ready To Vote
You can learn about the issues and candidates’ positions from the 
League’s  printed and on-line Voters’ Guides at lwvmocomd.org, at 
vote411.org, and from candidate forums and websites. Use that 
information to choose for whom you want to vote. You can mark 
your sample ballot sent to all registered voters by the Board of 
Elections. The sample ballot lists all the candidates who will be on 
your ballot. It also gives the name and address of your polling place 
if you vote on Primary Election Day, Tuesday, June 26, 2018.

You do not need to vote on everything. You can choose to vote for 
the candidates and issues that are most important to you.

You may take the sample ballot and the Voters’ Guide with you when 
you vote. You are NOT permitted to use electronic devices such as 
smartphones, tablets, and computers inside polling places—even 
while you are in line within the room. First time voters in Maryland 
must bring identification such as a driver’s license that shows 
your current address.

Am I Registered? Do I Need To Update My Registration?
In Maryland, registration is permanent so long as you have not 
changed your name or address. Always keep your name, address, 
and political party affiliation up to date with the Board of Elections.

Two registration deadlines to know:

•  June 5, 2018 at 9:00 pm: Deadline to be registered or to change 
your party affiliation 

•  June 14-21, 2018: If you missed the June 5 deadline, you may 
register and vote the same day during Early Voting with required 
identification.  You can also change your name and address but 
cannot change your party affiliation. 

 
 

You can check your registration by:

•  Looking at your voter registration card or the sample ballot that 
was mailed to you in late May

•  Using the Verify Registration link 777vote.org or 
voterservices.elections.maryland.gov/VoterSearch

• Calling the Board of Elections at 240-777-8500

If your registration is out of date, you may have to vote with a 
provisional ballot or go to a different polling place. A provisional 
ballot lets you vote if there is a registration problem. The Board of 
Elections will research your record after the election and your ballot 
will be counted if you are registered. If no registration record is 
found, you will be registered to vote in the next election.

About the Voters’ Guide And the League Of Women Voters (LWV)
This Voters’ Guide, published by the League of Women Voters 
(LWV) of Montgomery County, can help you make decisions when 
you vote in the June 2018 Primary Election. LWV is a nonpartisan 
organization of women and men that promotes informed 
participation in government. The League does not support or 
oppose any political party or candidate.

The LWV sent questions to all candidates requesting responses 
before our print deadline, April 13, 2018.  The answers in the Voters’ 
Guide appear exactly as written by the candidates. Candidate 
websites provide additional biographical and policy information. 
Some candidates may have withdrawn after the print deadline.

The League’s vote411.org website has responses to additional 
questions not printed here due to space limitations. It also has  
responses received  after our print deadline along with responses 
received from the candidates for Democratic and Republican 
Central Committees.  Use  vote411.org to  compare the candidate 

responses for all federal, state, and county races on the ballot for 
your address.

You may also view and print a copy of this guide and the additional 
questions and responses not in this printed guide from our website 
at lwvmocomd.org.

NOTE: In the primary election, your Republican or Democratic ballot 
will include all the candidates for all the partisan offices--whether 
or not they have party opponents. Because of the large number 
of candidates, we could not include all questions and answers in 
this print edition of the Voters’ Guide. If a candidate has no Primary 
opposition, we have included only the candidate’s name, party, and 
website. For candidates in contested races, we have included as 
many questions and answers as space allowed.

All questions and answers from all candidates are available at 
vote411.org and our website lwvmocomd.org.

https://www.lwvmocomd.org
http://www.vote411.org
http://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/elections/index2.html
http://voterservices.elections.maryland.gov/VoterSearch
http://www.vote411.org
http://www.vote411.org
https://www.lwvmocomd.org
http://www.vote411.org
https://www.lwvmocomd.org
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Register At Early Voting Centers
If you miss the June 5 registration deadline and are qualified, you 
can register and vote the same day at any County Early Voting 
Center from 10 am – 8 pm, Thursday, June 14 – Thursday, June 21.

To register you must:

•  Be at least 16 years old; however, to vote you must be 18 years old 
on or before the General Election, Tuesday, November 6, 2018

• Be a citizen of the United States

• Be a resident of Maryland

•  Not be under court-ordered ineligibility to vote due to mental 
disability

• Not have been convicted of buying or selling votes

•  Not have been convicted of a felony, or, if so, have completed 
serving any prison sentence

To register at Early Voting Centers, bring a Maryland driver’s license, 
identification card, learner’s permit, or other proof of residency.

If you are already registered, you may change your name or address, 
but not your political affiliation at Early Voting Centers.

Three Ways To Vote
VOTE EARLY at a convenient time and location for you. The Early Voting Centers are open from 10 am – 8 pm, Thursday, 
June 14 – Thursday, June 21. All ballots will be available at each of these early voting locations: 

Activity Center at Bohrer Park    
506 S. Frederick Ave., Gaithersburg 20877

Damascus Community Recreation Center
25520 Oak Drive, Damascus 20872

Executive Office Building
101 Monroe Street, Rockville 20850

Germantown Community Recreation Center
18905 Kingsview Road, Germantown 20874

Jane E. Lawton Community Recreation Center
4301 Willow Lane, Chevy Chase 20815

Marilyn J. Praisner Community Recreation Center
14906 Old Columbia Pike, Burtonsville 20866

Mid-County Community Recreation Center
2004 Queensguard Road, Silver Spring 20906

Potomac Community Recreation Center
11315 Falls Road, Potomac 20854

Sandy Spring Volunteer Fire Department Ballroom
17921 Brooke Rd., Sandy Spring 20860

Silver Spring Civic Building
One Veterans Place at Fenton & Ellsworth, Silver Spring 20910

St. Catherine Laboure, Claridge Building
11801 Claridge Rd, Wheaton 20902

1

VOTE BY MAIL (ABSENTEE). You may vote by 
absentee ballot whether you are home or away. No reason 

is needed. You must (1) apply for an absentee ballot, (2) return the 
application by the deadline date to get the absentee ballot, and (3) 
return the ballot by the deadline date. 

APPLY: Print an application from www.777vote.org, call 240-777-
8550 to have one mailed to you, or visit the Board of Elections. 

RETURN APPLICATION: Return the application to the Board of 
Elections by mail, by fax (240-777-8560), or in person by June 19 

to have your absentee ballot mailed to you or June 22 to print it 
from the website. Absentee ballots can be picked up at the Board of 
Elections through Primary Election Day, Tuesday, June 26 in person 
by the voter or by a designated agent with a form signed by the 
voter. 

SUBMIT ABSENTEE BALLOT: The completed absentee ballot must 
be postmarked on or before Election Day, or hand-delivered to the 
Board of Elections before 8 pm on Election Day. Do not fax the 
absentee ballot to the Board of Elections or take it to a precinct 
polling location or an Early Voting Center. It will not be counted.

VOTE AT YOUR ASSIGNED POLLING PLACE. 
On Primary Election Day, Tuesday, June 26, go to your local 

polling place. Polls are open 7 am to 8 pm. Early Voting Centers 
are closed on Election Day, unless serving as a local polling place.

If you are unsure of your polling place, check the back of your 
sample ballot or visit voterservices.elections.maryland.gov/
pollingplaceSearch.

2
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The following pages contain descriptions of the offices being contested, the candidates in the Primary Election, and when 
the candidate has primary opponents, their responses to questions asked by the League of Women Voters. Responses are 
shown exactly as provided by the candidates. All questions and answers from all candidates are available at vote411.org 
and our website lwvmocomd.org.

http://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/elections/index2.html
http://voterservices.elections.maryland.gov/pollingplaceSearch
http://voterservices.elections.maryland.gov/pollingplaceSearch
http://www.vote411.org
https://www.lwvmocomd.org


Duties
The Governor is the chief executive officer of Maryland and 
appoints judges to the state courts and the heads of statewide 
departments. The Governor also makes other appointments as 
provided by the Maryland Constitution or by law, and proposes 
the annual operating and capital budgets to the legislature. The 
Governor may veto legislation passed by the legislature. 

The Lieutenant Governor assists the Governor and is elected 
jointly on a ballot with the gubernatorial candidate. The 
Lieutenant Governor fills the office of Governor in case of death, 
resignation, or disability and carries out specific duties assigned 
by the Governor.

How Elected
Elected statewide as a team.

Term
Four years. Limit of two consecutive terms.

Salary
Governor: $180,000 per year; 
Lieutenant Governor: $149,000 per year

Website
msa.maryland.gov/msa/mdmanual/08conoff/html/01govf.html

On the Ballot
Maryland Governor and  

Lieutenant Governor

 
Questions to the candidates for Governor and 
Lieutenant Governor:

•   QUALIFICATIONS: How does your experience 
prepare you for the duties of governor?

•   BUDGET: What are your priorities for the state 
budget, particularly regarding education and 
transportation?

•   REDISTRICTING: What changes, if any, do you 
support in the process for drawing congressional 
and legislative district lines in Maryland?

•   ENVIRONMENT: What are the most significant 
environmental challenges and how will you address 
them? 

•   DISCRIMINATION: What policies will you support 
to address discrimination based on race, gender, 
religion, disability, or poverty?

•   HEALTH CARE: What are the most significant health 
challenges facing Maryland and how will you 
address them?

•   OTHER PRIORITIES: What are your priorities on issues 
not covered by the other questions?

See pages 5 - 6 for candidate responses. Responses are 
shown exactly as provided by the candidates. No edits of 
any kind have been made. 

Due to space limitations, only responses to the first 4 
questions are printed. Responses to the remaining 3 
questions may be found at vote411.org.

 (see Candidates on pages 5 - 6)

 Running as a team
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Who May Vote?
You must be registered with the Republican or Democratic 
party to vote for their candidates for Governor and 
Lieutenant Governor.

If you are a registered Republican, you may vote only for 
one pair of Republican candidates.

If you are a registered Democrat, you may vote only for 
one pair of Democratic candidates.

https://msa.maryland.gov/msa/mdmanual/08conoff/html/01govf.html
http://www.vote411.org
http://www.vote411.org


Candidates for Governor and Lieutenant Governor
Responses were limited to 400 characters. Responses are shown exactly as provided by the candidates.
See page 4 for details about the offices of Governor and Lieutenant Governor.

rushernbaker.com

D - Democratic

I am the only candidate who has served as County 
Executive of Prince George’s County, leading one of 
Maryland’s largest jurisdictions and in the Maryland 
House of Delegates. I have also served as the executive 
director of a non profit organizations that recruited 
and trained teachers to work in schools with diverse 
populations and urban problems.

I would support the creation of a non-partisan, 
independent body to draw legislative and congres-
sional district maps after each census. Non-partisan 
redistricting ensures that no political party can rig the 
system. “Safe districts” can lead to a decrease in voter 
participation, limit voter choice and reduce the incen-
tive to have meaningful debate and conversations.

Education and transportation funding will be my top 
two spending priorities as governor. Our public schools 
are the heart of our communities and must be fully 
funded. As one of the most densely populated states, 
we need a governor who makes strategic investments 
in mass transit infrastructure to create jobs, provide 
equity and reduce congestion.

Political science teacher since 1964. Taught in public 
and private sectors. Leading a movement which 
started in 2002 and is an evolving process to get rid 
of corruption in MD govt. and replace it with true 
ETHICAL reform. My website, fedupwithcrookedpoli-
tics.com documents everything

Because of unscrupulous, unethical practices of politi-
cians in power for last 50 years, it’s an impossible task. 
Until we get ethical politicians who care about their 
constituents rather than themselves district lines will 
be unfair.

Stop wasting taxpayer money on public education and 
transportation programs that don’t work. Invest the 
saved money in public police departments and public 
schools.

Party

Website

Qualifications
How does your experience prepare you for 
the duties of Governor?

Candidates

Budget

Redistricting

What are your priorities for the state budget, 
particularly regarding education and 
transportation?

What changes, if any, do you support in 
the process for drawing congressional and 
legislative district lines in Maryland?

I have brought a world class environmental program to 
the county, which now leads the state in waste diver-
sion and recycling. As governor, I prioritize innovative 
environmental policies to make Maryland a leader in 
clean energy, and create jobs across the state. I will 
announce my comprehensive “Baker Green Print for 
Maryland” soon to address climate change, sea level 
rise, and Bay restoration.

Rushern L. Baker III / 
Elizabeth Embry

Environment
What are the most significant 
environmental challenges and how will you 
address them?

Kevinformaryland.com

D - DemocraticParty

Website

Qualifications
How does your experience prepare you for 
the duties of Governor?

Candidates

Budget

Redistricting

What are your priorities for the state budget, 
particularly regarding education and 
transportation?

What changes, if any, do you support in 
the process for drawing congressional and 
legislative district lines in Maryland?

Kevin Kamenetz /  
Valerie Ervin

Environment
What are the most significant 
environmental challenges and how will you 

address them?

fedupwithcrookedpolitics.com

D - Democratic

Ralph Jaffe /  
Freda Jaffe

Unopposed Candidate.  
See vote411.org or 
lwvmocomd.org for candidate 
information.

We need ethical politicians who will work together on 
the complicated environmental issues. They need to 
arrive at compromises that will be fair to both sides.

LarryHogan.com

R - Republican

Larry Hogan / 
Boyd K. Rutherford
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benjealous.com

D - Democratic

At 35, I was named the youngest-ever President & CEO 
of the NAACP. In my role there I advanced a strong, 
progressive agenda across the board. In Maryland 
these achievements were recognized in 2013 when I 
was named Marylander of the Year for my pivotal roles 
in abolishing the death penalty, passing the Maryland 
DREAM Act, helping pass marriage equality, and ex-
panding voting rights. 

I believe that Maryland should lead the fight on re-
districting reform in a fair and non-partisan manner 
that does not indefinitely hand control of the House 
of Representatives to Republicans. Redistricting com-
pacts such as the one passed by the Maryland legisla-
ture and vetoed by Hogan are a fair solution to increase 
the accountability of Congress to the voters and reduce 
gerrymandering.

We don’t have a money problem when it comes to 
education, we have a priority problem and we need a 
governor who is willing to make education a number 
one priority. We will fully fund our schools and make 
sure lottery and casino revenues finally supplement 
education funding. We need a plan for transportation 
that will revive the Red Line and provide dedicated 
funding for the DC Metro.

My vision in regards to the environment brings to-
gether the economy, civil rights, and public health. I 
will build on the surge of clean energy jobs and put 
our state on a path to 100% clean energy well before 
2050 and reverse Trump’s attempts to kill the progress 
we’ve made on cleaning up the Chesapeake Bay. Bill 
McKibben, Friends of the Earth Action, and 350.org 
have all endorsed my campaign. 

Ben Jealous /  
Susan Turnbull

madalenoformaryland.com

D - Democratic

My experience serving the people of Maryland in the 
State Senate and the House of Delegates for the past 
sixteen years uniquely prepares me to be Governor. I 
have an extensive record of public and community 
service and accomplishment, and hold leadership po-
sitions in the General Assembly, as Vice-Chair of the 
Senate Budget & Finance Committee, and as a member 
of the Kirwan Commission on Education.

I support redistricting reform. I support establishing 
a nonpartisan Redistricting Commission to prepare 
and adopt decennial redistricting plans for congres-
sional and legislative districts in Maryland. Each 
congressional district should consist of adjoining terri-
tory; be compact in form; and be of substantially equal 
population, giving due regard to natural and political 
boundaries.

My key budget priorities are investments in education 
-- such as the $200 million dedicated to funding rec-
ommendations to improve education and opportunity 
for all Maryland children in this year’s budget -- as 
well as long-term sustainable transportation, such 
as securing $178 million for the Baltimore Metro and 
$167 million for the DC Metro. I will be the Governor 
who funds these priorities.

The most significant environmental challenges are to 
protect and continue to be an active steward of the 
Chesapeake Bay and to address climate change and 
its impacts. As governor I will protect, defend and 
improve the health of the Chesapeake Bay, one of 
Maryland’s abundant natural treasures. I will reduce 
harmful emissions and increase our reliance on renew-
able energy sources.

Rich Madaleno /  
Luwanda Jenkins

Mr. Kamenetz died on 
May 10 after the ballots 
were printed. Check 
vote411.org for updates 
about the campaign.

http://www.rushernbaker.com
http://Kevinformaryland.com
http://www.fedupwithcrookedpolitics.com
http://www.vote411.org
https://www.lwvmocomd.org
http://www.LarryHogan.com 
http://benjealous.com
http://www.madalenoformaryland.com
http://www.vote411.org
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krishformaryland.com

D - Democratic

I am a lifelong Marylander, who has lived the American 
Dream--going from a basement apartment on the 
Baltimore City/County line and attending Maryland 
public schools to serving as Michelle Obama’s Policy 
Director at the White House & Senior Advisor to Sec. 
of State Hillary Clinton. I’ve led complex organizations, 
multi-billion dollar budgets & initiatives in education, 
healthcare, & creating jobs.

Gerrymandering and unlimited dark money are the 
greatest threats to the health of our democracy. I 
support independent experts drawing district lines 
in Maryland using transparent processes/formulas to 
ensure fairness. At the same time, I will work region-
ally on solutions to ensure that our good government 
actions in Maryland do not adversely affect the overall 
balance of power in the U.S. House

Education is my absolute top priority. As the only can-
didate who attended Maryland public schools (K-12), I 
am committed fully funding our schools, guaranteeing 
Pre-K, closing the achievement gap, expanding STEAM 
education opportunities, & providing free community 
college and retraining. I will restart Baltimore’s Red 
Line and invest in transportation solutions that cut 
commute times in half.

Saving the Chesapeake Bay, reducing air pollution, and 
acting on climate change will be my top priorities. For 
the Bay, we will reduce water pollution at it’s source, 
improve the Bay’s resilience, & hold upstream states 
accountable. We will reduce air pollution from our 
transportation and power sectors by investing in clean 
energy (offshore wind, solar, etc), energy efficiency, & 
public transit.

Krish O’Mara Vignarajah /  
Sharon Y. Blake

None provided

D - Democratic

James Hugh Jones, II /  
Charles S. Waters

JimShea.com

D - Democratic

Over the course of my career, I have led large public and 
private organizations across the state. For four years, I 
served as Chair of the University System of Maryland 
– the state’s largest public entity. I also served as 
Chair of the Central Maryland Transportation Alliance, 
the Downtown Partnership of Baltimore, and the 
Empowerment Baltimore Management Corporation, 
and my law firm, Venable LLP.

I support forming a bipartisan and independent com-
mission to advise the Governor during the process of 
drawing congressional and legislative district lines in 
Maryland. As Governor, I will also work diligently to 
implement changes to the system to make it more 
transparent and accountable to the people.

In my budgets, education and transportation will be 
my top two priorities. As Governor, in my first legisla-
tive session, I will pass legislation that includes some 
of the policies I know we need in education – from 
universal pre-K through increased compensation for 
our teachers. Transportation will be my second prior-
ity, and I will focus on mass transit options that moves 
people across the state.

Our way of life and our economy is strictly tied to our 
environment. The largest challenges include ensuring 
that our water is safe to drink, our air is safe to breathe, 
and the Chesapeake Bay is healthy. I will push for a shift 
more completely towards renewable energy, including 
solar and wind. I will also work to get more cars off of 
our roads and onto cleaner, mass transit lines.

Jim Shea /  
Brandon M. Scott

No response received by print 
deadline. See vote411.org for 
any late responses.

I have spent my entire career in public service. I came 
to Maryland as a public school teacher and went on to 
the highest levels of federal government working on 
innovation and technology. I believe that our govern-
ment needs leaders who will push for new solutions in 
a constantly changing world. Talent is everywhere in 
Maryland but opportunity is not, and we can change 
that.

We need to make the modification of Congressional 
districts a process conducted by independent commis-
sions that rely on the fairness of mathematics rather 
than the bias of politics. We also need to look into 
ways to de-polarize our politics, like open primaries 
and Rank Choice Voting. These are simple steps and 
will bring more competition into our politics and more 
choices for voters.

The proper funding of our education system, especially 
resetting the formula through recommendations by 
the Kirwan Commission, is the single most important 
budgetary concern for our next governor. Regarding 
transportation, I will prioritize use of state money for 
multimodal transportation solutions like mass transit 
and multi-use roads - not just on highway widening 
projects.

alecross.com

D - Democratic

Alec Ross / 
Julie C. Verratti

My administration will prioritize cleaning up and 
preserving the Chesapeake Bay by participating in 
regional and statewide conservancy programs. We 
will make Maryland the center of the green economy 
and provide funding for environmental innovators 
by establishing a statewide Maryland Green Bank. 
Conservation and innovation should go hand in hand 
and Maryland is the perfect place to make it happen.

Candidates for Governor and Lieutenant Governor continued

Membership (tax deductible): Make check payable to LWVMC

Regular membership         $65.00

2nd member, same household       $32.50

Student membership         $20.00

Join or contribute online at our website lwvmocomd.org and pay by credit card or PayPal or complete and mail the form below:

Name: _________________________________________________________ Phone: ___________________________________

Address: ________________________________________________ City, State, Zip: ___________________________________

Email: __________________________________________________

Join LWVMC!
The women and men (yes, men) of the League of Women 

Voters of Montgomery County promote good government through 
nonpartisan, grassroots volunteer work. We examine issues, 
educate citizens, register voters, and participate in advocacy. 
Membership includes a monthly newsletter.

Two Ways to Help the League

Donate to the League of Women Voters 
Help the League of Women Voters keep government power 

in the hands  of  the  people  by  assisting  residents to become 
educated, active, and engaged in public policy decisions. Help 
support the publication of this Voters’ Guide, our forums and 
debates, the vote411.org website, and our Election Hotline. 
Contributions from NEW donors will be MATCHED by a generous 
friend of the League.

1 2

Donation (tax deductible) to LWVMC Citizen Education Fund,

Make check payable to LWVMC-CEF

Amount: _______________

Mail to: LWV Montgomery County, MD, 12216 Parklawn Dr, Suite 105, Rockville MD 20852

LWVMC and LWVMC-CEF are both 501(c)3 organizations and your donation is tax-deductible 
to the extent approved by law.  A copy of the current financial statement of the LWVMC and 
LWVMC–CEF is available by writing us at the address above or by calling (301) 984-9585.  

Documents and information submitted under the Maryland Solicitations Act are also available, 
for the cost of postage and copies, from the Maryland Secretary of State, State House, Annapolis, 
MD 21401, (410) 974-5534.

http://www.krishformaryland.com
http://JimShea.com
http://www.vote411.org
http://alecross.com
https://www.lwvmocomd.org
http://www.vote411.org


On the Ballot
Maryland Comptroller
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Duties
The Comptroller is the financial officer of Maryland, responsible 
for collecting, managing and planning for revenue to support the 
state budget. The Comptroller collects and administers Maryland 
taxes on income (both personal and corporate), retail sales, motor 
vehicle fuel tax, tobacco, beer, wine and liquor, and estate tax. 
The Comptroller serves on the Board of Public Works along with 
the Governor and the state Treasurer, who is appointed by the 
General Assembly.

Who May Vote?
You must be registered with the Republican or Democratic 
party to vote for their candidate for Comptroller.

If you are a registered Republican, you may vote only for 
one Republican candidate.

If you are a registered Democrat, you may vote only for 
one Democratic candidate.

 
Unopposed Candidates. See vote411.org or 
lwvmocomd.org for candidate information.

mscomptroller.weebly.com
R - Republican

Anjali Reed Phukan

franchot.com
D - Democratic

Peter Franchot 

Who May Vote?
You must be registered with the Republican or Democratic 
party to vote for their candidate for Comptroller.

If you are a registered Republican, you may vote only for 
one Republican candidate.

If you are a registered Democrat, you may vote only for 
one Democratic candidate.

 
Unopposed Candidates. See vote411.org or 
lwvmocomd.org for candidate information.

wolf4ag.com 
R - Republican

Craig Wolf

brianfrosh.com
D - Democratic

Brian E. Frosh 

On the Ballot
Attorney General

Duties
The Attorney General is the chief legal officer of Maryland, 
providing legal advice to the Governor, the legislature, and all 
State departments, boards and most commissions.  The Attorney 
General represents the state in all cases that relate to the Governor, 
the General Assembly, and most state agencies.  The office also 
has responsibilities for consumer protection, civil rights, medical 
and investment fraud, and the juvenile justice system.

Unopposed Candidates. See vote411.org or 
lwvmocomd.org for candidate information.

Unopposed Candidates. See vote411.org or 
lwvmocomd.org for candidate information.

http://www.vote411.org
https://www.lwvmocomd.org
http://mscomptroller.weebly.com
http://www.franchot.com
http://www.vote411.org
https://www.lwvmocomd.org
http://wolf4ag.com 
http://www.brianfrosh.com.
http://www.vote411.org
https://www.lwvmocomd.org
http://www.vote411.org
https://www.lwvmocomd.org
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Questions to the candidates for U.S. Senator:

•   QUALIFICATIONS: How does your experience pre-
pare you for the duties of this office?

•   HEALTH CARE: What changes in federal healthcare 
policy do you advocate and why?

•   DISCRIMINATION: What policies will you support 
to address discrimination based on race, gender, 
religion, disability, or poverty?

•   ECONOMIC POLICY: What policies will you support 
to strengthen the national economy, such as those 
affecting international trade, taxes, labor rights, 
and infrastructure? 

•   IMMIGRATION: What changes, if any, will you support 
in immigration policy?

•   ENVIRONMENT: What are the most pressing envi-
ronmental challenges and how will you address 
them?

•   OTHER PRIORITIES: What other issues are priorities 
for you?

See pages 9 - 11 for candidate responses. Responses are 
shown exactly as provided by the candidates. No edits of 
any kind have been made. 

Due to space limitations, only responses to the first 
four questions are printed. Responses to the remaining 
three questions may be found at vote411.org or 
lwvmocomd.org.

On the Ballot
U.S. Senator
(see Candidates on pages 9 - 11)

Duties
U.S. Senators make laws along with the members of the U.S. House 
of Representatives, ratify treaties, and conduct investigations on 
issues of national importance. The Senate confirms Presidential 
appointments, including Supreme Court justices.

How Elected
Elected statewide. In 2018, Maryland voters will elect one of 
our two Senators. About one-third of the 100 members of the 
Senate is elected every two years. Senators must be at least 
30 years old, have been citizens of the United States at least 9 
years and be residents of the state they want to represent.

Term
Six years. No term limit.

Base Salary
$174,000 per year.

Website
senate.gov

Who May Vote?
You must be registered with the Republican or Democratic 
party to vote for their candidate for Senator.

If you are a registered Republican, you may vote only for 
one Republican candidate.

If you are a registered Democrat, you may vote only for 
one Democratic candidate.

Republican Candidates ..............pages 9-10

Democratic Candidates ............. page 10-11

http://www.vote411.org
https://www.lwvmocomd.org
https://www.senate.gov
http://www.vote411.org


Candidates for U.S. Senator
Responses were limited to 400 characters. Responses are shown exactly as provided by the candidates.
See page 8 for details about the office of U.S. Senator.

chrischaffeeforussenate.com

R - Republican

I am an American, son of a Veteran, son-in-law of a 
Veteran, a brother-in-law to a Veteran. These men not 
only fought for my freedom but yours as well. I am 
husband, father, father-in-law grandfather, Catholic, 
coach, union worker, state worker, business owner, 
volunteer, and a lifetime Maryland resident.. All of 
these experiences have given me the insight necessary 
to represent Maryland.

Discrimination in any form is harmful, detrimental 
and offensive. There are numerous additional brackets 
including age. It extends from employment, finance, 
insurance, banking, and real estate. We should have a 
Zero tolerance policy.

: I would advocate getting the government out of 
Healthcare.Healthcare should be turned over to private 
industry. This will create jobs in the private sector and 
would lower the price of health care. It is also expen-
sive, but using volume or cooperatives to buy blocks of 
coverage in large numbers would drive down the costs. 
The current administration had made a start with im-
portant policy changes

I believe our Founding Fathers intended for Congress 
to compose of multiple backgrounds of people—
business persons; scientists; educators; civil leaders; 
government workers & private citizens; each a life 
experience. I’m prepared for office because I embody 
diversity through a range of life challenges. I put prin-
ciple over politics & party loyalty, and my motto is “be 
the change you seek”.

Strengthen Trans protection/public prejudice, health-
care & endocrinologists; focus on school to prison, 
Summer Slide, reduce Juvenile CJS/Adult CJS recidi-
vism; emphasis on gentrification; disabled ‘needs’ ear-
marks allowance; efficiency in entitlement programs; 
vocational schooling; advocating sex ed. & business 
ed. Pub. Sch. changes; emphasize discrimination/rac-
ism/sexism; cordial understanding.

Making CHIP/PACE permanent & legislating a single-
payer co-pay/free market system for PCIP by increas-
ing FICA 1% & keeping 3.8% surtax on capital gains; 
amending the ACA cost-sharing reduction payments 
toward Ambulatory Care Centers; legislate Medicare 
drug price negotiations; focus on a balanced hospital 
Charge Description Master. To do so will be closest to 
making healthcare a right.

In Information Technology to implement or upgrade 
a system we gather information, analyze the in-
formation, present the findings before a solution is 
implemented. I will use this same strategy to analyze 
national issues such as immigration, social justice and 
gun control that both parties have been kicking down 
the road with opposing views to ginger their base.

I know that you can not legislate an end to discrimi-
nation but government is a critical site for struggle 
and change. I would support legislation that would 
require public/private bodies to have regard to the 
need to eliminate discrimination, advance the equal-
ity of opportunity and the financial consequences of 
noncompliance are made real.

I would advocate for a Patient Centered Healthcare 
system which involves listening to, informing and en-
suring that patients values guide all clinical decisions. 
My wife Chioma Eze a nurse and other doctors heav-
ily influenced my view in healthcare. The healthcare 
professionals shared the view that when patients are 
treated with dignity and respect they tend to recover 
from their illness quicker.

Party

Website

Qualifications
How does your experience prepare you for 
the duties of this office?

Candidate

Health Care

Discrimination

What changes in federal healthcare policy 
do you advocate and why?

What policies will you support to address 
discrimination based on race, gender, 
religion, disability, or poverty?

Under the current administration we have taken large 
steps to improve our economic policies. The tax reform, 
cancelling NAFTA ,Tariffs across the board especially 
on steel and aluminum, the re-negotiation of current 
trade deals, repealed net neutrality law. We need to 
train our workers from trades which include welders to 
cyber security using American workers first.

Economic Policy
What policies will you support to strengthen 
the national economy, such as those 
affecting international trade, taxes, labor 
rights, and infrastructure?

grigorianforsenate.com

R - Republican

I am a first-generation American who is a mother, 
a wife, and a lawyer who has practiced for almost 
22 years. While raising my three children, I have also 
counseled financial institutions related to compli-
ance with state and federal regulatory requirements. 
I taught Sunday school for 11 years and am an active 
volunteer in protecting the gardens and grounds at the 
Washington National Cathedral.

Discrimination in any form is anti-American and has 
no place in our society. It is our responsibility, as an 
informed electorate, to ensure that Americans of all 
races, genders, abilities and religions have access to 
good jobs, quality schools and a healthcare system 
that meets their needs. If I become Maryland’s next 
U.S. senator, I will work tirelessly to end all forms of 
discrimination.

Greater attention should be given to eliminating waste 
in our healthcare system, which represents over 30% 
of healthcare spending. Providers must be incentivized 
to deliver efficient care while maintaining quality, 
and we must re-engineer the way care is delivered 
(e.g., best practices that rely on data and analytics to 
identify the most efficient way of delivering healthcare 
services)/

Party

Website

Qualifications
How does your experience prepare you for 
the duties of this office?

Candidate

Health Care

Discrimination

What changes in federal healthcare policy 
do you advocate and why?

What policies will you support to address 
discrimination based on race, gender, 
religion, disability, or poverty?

Maryland needs to look forward to high-growth indus-
tries and develop policies that attract those businesses 
now. For example, there is a revolution coming to the 
automotive industry in connection with self-driving 
vehicles. Maryland should become the “incubator”for 
these technologies and create economic incentives to 
attract those high-growth businesses that will be the 
future’s “job creators.”

Economic Policy
What policies will you support to strengthen 
the national economy, such as those 

affecting international trade, taxes, 
labor rights, and infrastructure?

evancronhardt.com

R - Republican

nnabueze.com

R - Republican

Nnabu Eze

Before I was a teacher I fixed bulldozers, tractors, and 
plant equipment. I am a Class A mechanic. If it rotates 
I can fix it. I became a teacher of History & American 
Government so I created lesson plans to have my 
audience understand not only what happened in the 
past but why it happened. Senators should create and 
preserve the Republic & History. As a proud Coppin 
graduate I am prepared.

When we find discrimination it must be addressed 
quickly. In the Senate it is important to have 59 other 
Senators on your side to reach a solution. The next 
Senator must communicate effectively with other 
Senators to elicit help and speed toward discovering 
solutions which will work. A working solution is key 
because most law breakers don’t give a hoot what the 
law says or what words are on paper.

Prior to Obamacare problems with healthcare or 
prices could be taken to the Maryland Insurance 
Commissioner...and solved. Governor, your Delegates, 
and Senator could also leverage a solution if necessary. 
Now, the two Senators from Oregon and the entire 
complement of Texas Congressman are required to ad-
just / modify the benefits, premiums, or authorizations 
of anything. Current plan is too much.

As a Senator I pledge not to pick economic winners. As 
a former business person I know the hassles of making 
payroll every week. I still flinch when I hear tales of 
cost overruns, hostile bureaucratic interactions, fees, 
and fines. I will work for one rule for everyone not 20 
different rules. There is a reason that the contents of 
your wallet are called “your money”. I will respect that 
notion.

Three stand. deductions: $18k (earners under $24k), 
$12k and $6k; stand. deduction on overtime pay; 
legislating top dollar corps. shareholders foot 40% 
bottom tier employees pay (i.e. Wal-Mart’s); Corp. tax 
21%; close S & C Corp. ‘pass through’ loopholes; 5% 
federal sales tax; progressive tax rates; fair employee 
benefits (sick, family & medical leave); support $1.0T+ 
infrastructure spending.

I will continue to support President Trumps campaign 
promise to simplify the tax code and lowering the 
marginal income tax rates. When tax rates are reduced 
people will be motivated to work, save and invest 
which will help strengthen the national economy.

R - Republican

Tony Campbell Chris Chaffee Evan M. Cronhardt

Christina J. Grigorian

I have 30 years of government and non-profit experi-
ence. I served on a Congressional staff and as a presi-
dential appointee at Social Security Administration. As 
a former Army officer, I understand national security is-
sues as well as the need for sound foreign policy based 
on our national interest. I have real world experience 
and academic knowledge which is necessary to serve 
in the US Senate.

The Constitution of the United States guarantees 
liberties for citizens so they are equal under the law 
through the Equal Protection Clause of the 14th 
Amendment. Education Reform is one of the most 
pressing issues which can help to eliminate discrimina-
tion in our country. I support School Choice initiatives 
for all parents to send their children to the schools of 
their choice.

I advocate for an end to ObamaCare. The national gov-
ernment should not be in the business of mandating 
health care coverage. A possible change I would be in 
favor of is looking at providing block grants to states 
from the national government to try to solve the opi-
oid epidemic. Another change in health policy would 
be to allow Veterans to go to any hospital to get the 
care they need.

I am against raising taxes. I support a balanced bud-
get amendment. I am in favor of bi-lateral Fair Trade 
policies. Keeping America Secure is a key focus of my 
campaign for US Senate. Our cyber infrastructure is 
severely compromised with American companies 
being hacked by foreign countries. Our energy grid 
infrastructure is also at risk and should be priority of 
the national government.

campbell4maryland.com

facebook.com/billkrehnbrink

R - Republican

Bill Krehnbrink
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http://www.chrischaffeeforussenate.com
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Candidates for U.S. Senator continued

facebook.com/blainetaylor

R - Republican

Vietnam combat veteran; careers in journalism, public 
relations, advertising, Capitol Hill press secretary for 
Congress, four winning PR political campaigns at local, 
State, and Federal levels 1974-78, ‘90, ‘92; prodigious 
researcher

I support all such laws currently in effect dealing with 
all of these aspects, and whatever else is deemed nec-
essary and prudent when I take office.

Single payer National Health Insurance for all citizens 
only, no illegals; ban all assault rifles and high-capaci-
ty magazines, raise firearms purchasing age from 18 to 
21, start complete informational universal background 
checks.

Erik Jetmir was born in 1967, grew up in Harlem and 
the Bronx in New York. Erik is the son of a Korean War 
veteran who became a Baptist minister in Harlem, 
his mother is from Albania and met his father while 
attending college. He spent the last 6 years on active 
duty with the United States Navy, most recently as part 
of the Navy Cyber Warfare Group Six team at NSA.

Building inclusion & making change that addresses 
gender, race, religion, disability & social class requires 
that we first accept this issue exists. We must define 
and obligate ourselves to the work of addressing these 
issues by clearly expressing their impacts, the gen-
erational results and solutions. These include greatly 
increasing visible programs and funding for cultural 
education & training.

Health Insurance has an impact on all Americans and 
represents challenges that directly affect all communi-
ties. A single-payer health insurance program with a 
strong mandate (backed by incentives) to innovate 
and root out waste insures a system that addresses 
the entire population. The key is to mandate and fund 
incentives to innovate all processes and ensure waste 
is addressed at every level.

Repeal NAFTA. Support the President on what he’s 
doing in these areas. Introduce legislation for a one-
time credit card debt forgiveness program that wipes 
out all debt with provision that these debtors can 
never charge again. Banks write off these losses as tax 
credits. The entire nation gets to start over with a clean 
slate thereby.

ErikJetmir.com

D - Democratic

I have been homeless. I spent the summer of 2006 liv-
ing on the streets of Chicago. I have been to war. I en-
listed in the military as an intelligence analyst in 2007, 
and served in Iraq in 2009-10. I have been to prison. I 
spent seven years in prison, one year in solitary con-
finement, and four seeking trans-related healthcare. 
These experiences provide incredible insight into our 
policies

Work toward dismantling the police, the military, the 
vast surveillance state, and the prison systems. These 
systems carry out discriminatory policies on a vast 
scale, such as mass incarceration of people of color, 
detention and deportation of immigrants, and the 
implicit support of incumbent businesses and the 
wealthy. The combined effect of the policies is a vast, 
gradual ethnic cleansing

Free healthcare for all. No conditions or questions 
asked. No one should be denied free healthcare for 
any reason. No one should be afraid to seek healthcare 
based on who they are, how much money they have, or 
what their “legal” status is.

Universal basic income for all. Advanced automation is 
making the vast majority of all jobs becomes obsolete. 
We need to transition our economy away from an out-
dated expectation of people working endlessly, to one 
of people thriving and living life.

facebook.com/grazianiforsenate

R - Republican

I believe with the best trained and highest skilled 
workforce, we position the nation to drive all areas of 
the economy. We know that by investing in our youth, 
this will drive all economic policy. No cost college with 
room, board, meals, childcare & healthcare is an in-
vestment in the long-term success of our citizens, their 
families, our communities, our nation and economic 
vibrancy.

R - Republican

Gerald I. Smith, Jr. Blaine Taylor John R. Graziani

Erik Jetmir

I had an outstanding military career in many leader-
ship roles. I work very well with others and listen to all 
sides before making decisions. My decisions are based 
on facts vs. politics. I was a Peace Corps volunteer in 
Ukraine which has given me a very good understand-
ing of other cultures. Also lived in Germany for over 
3 years while serving on active duty military. Living 
overseas is an import

While serving on active duty in the military the 
Department of Defense has a zero tolerance policy for 
discrimination & harassment therefore I would have 
the same policy. Many laws currently exist to protect 
individuals and I would ensure employers are adher-
ing to the law. If laws need to be strengthened then 
I would do everything to propose new legislation in 
protecting individuals from discri

The goal of the Affordable Care Act was to ensure all 
Americans received health coverage. I believe in the 
goal but the implementation of the Affordable Care 
Act led to drastic price increases for all Americans. If 
an individual mandate was not required then many 
healthy uninsured individuals would have probably 
not purchased healthcare. Nobody likes higher prices 
and nobody likes mandates to p

I’m a proud supporter of President Trump and believe 
strongly in his agenda and policies which are based 
on his campaign slogan “Make America Great Again”. 
The tax plan that was signed by President Trump will 
create economic growth therefore I will always be for 
less taxes. Individuals spend their money more wisely 
and efficiently than the gov’t will. When I was in the 
Peace Corps from 1997 to

humanrightssupport.com

No response received by print 
deadline. See vote411.org for 
any late responses.

HowardForMaryland.com

R - Republican

Albert Binyahmin Howard

No response received by print 
deadline. See vote411.org for 
any late responses.

vaethforgov.com

R - Republican

Brian Charles Vaeth

No response received by print 
deadline. See vote411.org for 
any late responses.

xychelsea.is/running

D - Democratic

all your questions are answered in great detail on my 
campaign website www.segalforsenate.org I apolo-
gize for this, but I am lurching from one campaign 
crisis to another - PHd. Philosopher, MPA as well 4 year 
on Hill, 10 years in USAID, 20 years at School of public 
affairs. founded the Jewish Peace lobby 29 year ago 
etc.

I favor a guaranteed job or retraining for any American 
able to work. Employment in decent jobs (higher 
minimum wage + variable earned income tax credit 
= living wage income level is the way to cut through 
most of the impact of discrimination and poverty. We 
also need strong targeted laws, but going after the 
core economic reality is key to change.

Medicare option for all. Access to solid and affordable 
coverage is a human right, especially is a wealthy 
society.

I reject Trickle Down. I taught incoming hires at 
USAID about the Basic Human Needs approach to 
development. We need that in the US as well. My book: 
Graceful Simplicity: the philosophy and politics of that 
alternative American dream lays out a detailed policy 
agenda and a philosophical grounding.

Chelsea Manning
D - Democratic

Ben Cardin

bencardin.com segalforsenate.org

D - Democratic

Jerome “Jerry” Segal

In the Senate, I fight every day for the issues of concern 
to my fellow Marylanders, promoting policies, legisla-
tion and programs that help our local and regional 
economy, encouraging public safety and support-
ing public health. My success navigating the Small 
Business, Environment & Public Works, Finance and 
Foreign Relations committees allow me to effectively 
continue my advocacy for Marylanders.

Bills I have authored or cosponsored include: the End 
Racial and Religious Profiling Act, a resolution to re-
move the deadline for the Equal Rights Amendment, 
the Democracy Restoration Act, The Equality Act of 
2017 and the Paycheck Fairness Act. I continue to 
support legislation to protect our LGBT students and 
adults. I support an increase in the federal minimum 
wage.

Health care is a human right. We should have seam-
less quality health care from pre-natal to death that is 
affordable without sacrificing quality and basic protec-
tions. Congress must restore the payments to insurers 
that have helped keep premiums in reach for millions. 
I have long supported a public option in the health ex-
changes that would increase competition, put patients 
first and lower costs.

We should modify our tax code to truly target middle-
income and working families, help small businesses 
& make smart investments in infrastructure & green 
technologies. Investments should address income 
inequality & raising wages. We need trade agreements 
that level the field for our workers, including robust & 
enforceable labors rights, environmental provisions & 
anti-corruption provisions.

Non-responding candidates 
are after those who responded.

http://www.facebook.com/blainetaylor
https://erikjetmir.com
http://facebook.com/grazianiforsenate/
http://www.humanrightssupport.com
http://www.vote411.org
http://www.HowardForMaryland.com
http://www.vote411.org
http://www.vaethforgov.com
http://www.vote411.org
http://xychelsea.is/running
http://www.bencardin.com
http://www.segalforsenate.org


politicalbank.com/find-candidates/
debbie-wilson

D - Democratic

vote-md.org

D - Democratic

rikkivaughn.com

D - Democratic

Richard “Rikki” Vaughn Debbie “Rica” Wilson Lih Young

marciahmorgan.com

D - Democratic

Marcia H. Morgan
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Responses were limited to 400 characters. Responses are shown exactly as provided by the candidates.
See page 8 for details about the office of U.S. Senator.

* Life experience has prepared me to serve my country. 
I am dedicated to equality, fairness, and justice. As 
a mother, disabled African-American woman, and 
concerned citizen, I am committed to what is in the 
best interest of American citizens. Moreover, I work 
to improve lives daily through Brown Girl Wellness, 
Incorporated. I founded Brown Girl to make a positive 
difference for families.

As a disabled African-American woman, I know how 
discrimination feels. I will support practical policies 
that promote diversity and inclusion regardless of race, 
gender, religion, disability, or poverty. I will continue 
to support policies that oppose discrimination.

A universal healthcare system would benefit all 
Americans. Yes, Medicare should be available to every 
American regardless of income. A universal healthcare 
system is essential to ensure every citizen has access 
to quality healthcare. Quality healthcare is a human 
right. Moreover, job status should not determine ac-
cess to care.

Reformer/advocate/activist. Promote fairness/
freedom/justice/peace; productivity/accountabil-
ity/cost-effectiveness. Identified “socio- economic-
political- election- media- budget- legislation- system 
problems”; local- global; testify/recommend to of-
ficials, law enforcement, 3 branches. TV programs pro-
ducer speaker; field/studio. Expertise, commitment: 
intensive/extensive/diversified civic services

Equal protection, non-discrimination; employment/
business/activities; rights/homes/vehicles/resources/ 
reputation/ freedoms/ affiliation, environment; docu-
ment, evidence. Equal pay, sick paid leaves. Prosecute 
“official misconduct-government gang- MURDER- 
FRAUD- CRIME- INJUSTICE NETWORKS” operation; 
threat/coercion/victimization; physical/mental/finan-
cial/medication/litigation/levies/ foreclosures

Support single-payer healthcare by government, af-
fordable health care. Our health care system should 
not be controlled by for-profit corporations. To improve 
quality, affordable health care for all as a fundamental 
right and should be achieved by the government. 
Medical costs should not be shifted onto other pro-
grams (e.g., Medicare and Medicaid beneficiaries). 
Promote productivity, accountability

Party

Website

Qualifications
How does your experience prepare you for 
the duties of this office?

Candidate

Health Care

Discrimination

What changes in federal healthcare policy 
do you advocate and why?

What policies will you support to address 
discrimination based on race, gender, 
religion, disability, or poverty?

Economic inequality impacts every American. Elected 
leaders must continually seek solutions to eliminate 
economic disparities in middle-class and low-income 
communities. By providing transparent solutions 
regarding trade, taxes, labor and infrastructure, ac-
cess to viable change will help American communities 
suffocated by despair. I will support fair policies that 
improve lives.

Economic Policy
What policies will you support to strengthen 
the national economy, such as those 
affecting international trade, taxes, labor 
rights, and infrastructure?

Party

Website

Qualifications
How does your experience prepare you for 
the duties of this office?

Candidate

Health Care

Discrimination

What changes in federal healthcare policy 
do you advocate and why?

What policies will you support to address 
discrimination based on race, gender, 
religion, disability, or poverty?

Economic Policy
What policies will you support to strengthen 
the national economy, such as those 

affecting international trade, taxes, 
labor rights, and infrastructure?

Prosecute/eliminate “ official misconduct-government 
gang-MURDER-FRAUD-CRIME-INJUSTICE NETWORKS” 
operation, unjust/false/misleading practices; private-
public; 3 branches, local-fed- global, inc. non-profit, 
think tanks. Protect people/families/ businesses: lives, 
rights, reputation, assets, vehicles, resources. Promote 
productivity, public interest, cost-benefits, social 
needs, budget constraints.

For growing up in working class household in 
Baltimore to working my way up from a McDonald’s 
employee to receiving my MBA and becoming hus-
band, father, business owner, and restauranteur life 
experiences have given me the tools to become a 
solid and accountable US Senator for the great state 
of Maryland. I have a fluid understand of the needs of 
people throughout the spectrum of Maryland life.

The most important cure to inequalities in race and 
poverty is to have good paying jobs. But, we need to 
go further to fully address systemic inequalities to in-
clude the disabled with upgrades to education, higher 
education, housing, transportation, criminal justice, 
and healthcare must all be addressed. For healthcare 
and criminal justice complete decriminalization of 
marijuana is necessary.

The Affordable Care Act (ACA) needs to be strength-
ened. My belief is a single-payer ACA would be better 
for businesses and provide better services to tax-
payers. Reduce Cost for Prescription Drugs. Work with 
Companies to Reduce and Monitor Sales of Opioids. 
Get more federal monies to screen packages for opioid 
deliveries. Decriminalizing cannabis and removing it 
from being a Schedule 1 drug.

There are three major policies I’ll support on day one 
to strengthen our nation’s economy: support for to 
decriminalization of marijuana leading up to billions 
of dollars of potential federal tax revenue, new labor 
laws that support current workers and the growth of 
unions in new industries like tech, and a national infra-
structure upgrade bill.

Candidates for U.S. Senator continued

No response received by print 
deadline. See vote411.org for 
any late responses.

Non-responding candidates are 
after those who responded.

http://www.politicalbank.com/find-candidates/debbie-wilson
http://www.vote-md.org
http://www.rikkivaughn.com
http://marciahmorgan.com
http://www.vote411.org
http://www.vote411.org
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Questions to candidates for U.S. Representative:

•   QUALIFICATIONS: How does your experience prepare 
you for the duties of this office?

•   HEALTH CARE: What changes in federal healthcare 
policy do you advocate and why?

•   DISCRIMINATION: What policies will you support 
to address discrimination based on race, gender, 
religion, disability, or poverty?

•   ECONOMIC POLICY: What policies will you support 
to strengthen the national economy, such as those 
affecting international trade, taxes, labor rights, 
and infrastructure?

•   IMMIGRATION: What changes, if any, will you support 
in immigration policy?

•   ENVIRONMENT: What are the most pressing environ-
mental challenges and how will you address them?

•   OTHER PRIORITIES: What other issues are priorities 
for you?

On the Ballot
U.S. Representative in Congress

Districts 3, 6, and 8
(see Candidates on pages 13 - 16)

See pages 13 - 16 for candidate responses. Responses are 
shown exactly as provided by the candidates. No edits of 
any kind have been made.

Due to space limitations, only responses to the first four 
questions are printed. Responses to the remaining three 
questions may be found at vote411.org.

Candidates for representative are grouped by 
congressional district. Your ballot will be specific to 
your district. Non-responding candidates are listed 
after those who responded.

Montgomery County Congressional Districts

Duties
Representatives make laws along with the members of the 
Senate, and may conduct investigations on issues of national 
importance. Laws that impose taxes always begin in the House of 
Representatives. Representatives can recommend that the Senate 
remove from office a public official accused of a crime.

How Elected
Elected districtwide. Each of the 435 Representatives is elected 
to a two-year term, serving a specific district. Maryland has eight 
Representatives based on the population in the 2010 census. 
Montgomery County is represented by three Congressional 
Districts – 3, 6, and 8. Representatives must be at least 25 years 
old, have been citizens of the United States for at least 7 years 
and be residents of the state they want to represent.

Term
Two years. No term limit.

Base Salary
$174,000 per year.

Website
house.gov

Who May Vote?
You must be registered with the Republican or Democratic 
party to vote for their candidate for Senator.

If you are a registered Republican, you may vote only for 
one Republican candidate.

If you are a registered Democrat, you may vote only for 
one Democratic candidate.

District 3 ........................................page 13

District 6 ................................ pages 14-15

District 8 ........................................page 16

Unsure of your Congressional District? See your Sample Ballot or  
go to https://voterservices.elections.maryland.gov/VoterSearch or call 
the Montgomery County Board of Elections at 240-777-VOTE.

http://www.vote411.org
https://www.house.gov
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Candidates for U.S. Representative – District  3
Responses were limited to 400 characters. Responses are shown exactly as provided by the candidates.
See page 12 for details about the office of U.S. Representative.

electdemarco.com

D - Democratic / District 3

My professional experience as an Army Officer, fed-
eral consultant, small business owner, and non-profit 
leader give me a robust and broad understanding of 
the challenges and opportunities we currently face. 
Whether it be security threats, job creation, healthcare 
solutions, or education reform, I have spent my entire 
working in these realms and am best prepared to lead 
on these vital issues.

A policy and program that I have unveiled is my 21st 
century jobs program to ensure that marginalized 
members of our communities are able to attain and 
retain new 21st century jobs. In Baltimore, much of 
the crime we face is due to the lack of living and family 
wage paying jobs in our city. I am also advocating for 
a complete review of our criminal justice system across 
our district.

We must continue to fight for the Affordable Care Act 
and ensure that every American is able to attain qual-
ity and affordable healthcare. I believe that healthcare 
is a universal right for every American, and in the 
country with the most advanced centers for medical 
research and innovation, I will fight to make universal 
healthcare a reality for every American.

Party / District

Website

Qualifications
How does your experience prepare you for 
the duties of this office?

Candidate

Health Care

Discrimination

What changes in federal healthcare policy 
do you advocate and why?

What policies will you support to address 
discrimination based on race, gender, 
religion, disability, or poverty?

Economic Policy
What policies will you support to strengthen 
the national economy, such as those 
affecting international trade, taxes, labor 
rights, and infrastructure?

None provided

D - Democratic / District 3

Prior to entering Congress, I had nearly 20 years of ex-
perience in the private, public and non-profit sectors. 
I worked with the MD State Dept of Education, repre-
sented non-profit hospitals and senior living providers 
and championed efforts to protect consumers and 
ensure fair treatment in the workplace. This prepared 
me well for the diversity of issues one must manage as 
a member of Congress.

There is no question that our laws and governing prac-
tices continue to permit and sometimes encourage 
discrimination against racial and ethnic minorities, the 
disabled, the poor and other minority communities. 
We need to end racial profiling in our law enforcement, 
prohibit gender pay disparities and ensure low- and 
moderate-income Americans have equal opportunity 
to achieve the American dream.

I am a strong supporter of the Affordable Care Act 
and have opposed every attempt to repeal or defund 
this important law. That said, improvements could be 
made to further lower costs and expand access to care 
for all Americans, including passing legislation to help 
stabilize health insurance markets, provide premium 
rate relief for working Americans and to address the 
nation’s opioid epidemic.

Party / District

Website

Qualifications
How does your experience prepare you for 
the duties of this office?

Candidate

Health Care

Discrimination

What changes in federal healthcare policy 
do you advocate and why?

What policies will you support to address 
discrimination based on race, gender, 
religion, disability, or poverty?

To combat growing economic inequality, we need to 
focus on economic policies which grow the middle 
class. These include ending tax breaks for the corpo-
rations who ship American jobs overseas, investing 
in national infrastructure, and raising the minimum 
wage. No American who works full time should have 
to worry about their economic security.

Economic Policy
What policies will you support to strengthen 
the national economy, such as those 

affecting international trade, taxes, 
labor rights, and infrastructure?

facebook.com/eduardorosasforcongress

D - Democratic / District 3

We live in a 21st globalized economy and as such we 
must operate like one. However, I believe that fair 
trade and protecting jobs is not mutually exclusive. I 
will fight to ensure that our current trade agreements 
not only are fair, but equitable for our economy. We 
also need to ensure that our transportation infrastruc-
ture, for people and cargo, meets the demands of our 
21st century economy.

Adam D. DeMarco

Eduardo Rosas John Rea

None provided

R - Republican / District 3

Charles Anthony

No response received by print 
deadline. See vote411.org for 
any late responses.

R - Republican / District 3

Thomas E. “Pinkston” Harris  

Facebook.com/robseyfferthforcongress

R - Republican / District 3

Rob Seyfferth

No response received by print 
deadline. See vote411.org for 
any late responses.

johnsarbanes.com

D - Democratic / District 3

John Sarbanes

: I bring over 30 years of combined federal government 
experience; public service as a Commissioner with the 
Maryland Veterans Commission and as a Member for 
the Advisory Committee on Minority Veterans. I am 
the Executive Director for a nonprofit helping veterans. 
I am the best qualified and strongest advocate for 
veterans and the military running for the third district.

Legislative action and public leadership! The first 
step is to acknowledge the gravity of the problem. 
Education is always key and it must start at home at 
a very young age. We must build better relationships 
between communities and law enforcement, particu-
larly in low-income communities and how we educate 
community members regarding the legal remedies for 
discrimination.

Eradicate Opioid Addiction: This is a real problem! 
As a cybersecurity guy, there are ways which we can 
apply technology and big data to stop the sale of il-
legal prescription opioid at the point of sale. Available 
technology can help identify corruption with Medicare 
and other federal and state programs saving taxpayers 
millions (billions at the national level).

Improving infrastructure and productivity: Our nation-
al infrastructure is aging and much should be spent to 
maintain our road networks; electrical grids and water 
systems. Productivity ensures gainful employment for 
as many people as possible to provide for those who 
have trouble providing for themselves.

No response received by print 
deadline. See vote411.org for 
any late responses.

None provided

I have a BS degree and two Master Degrees which gives 
me a well rounded education. I studied Economics at 
Hopkins. I’m retired from my own financial services 
business. So I know how to jobs are created and how 
our economy works.

One thing more education on these subjects. People 
have to stop making everything about race. That’s like 
crying wolf when there is no wolf.

We should be able to buy insurance across state lines. 
‘ This would increase competition and keep prices low.

I support the corporate tax cuts. America has one of 
the highest business tax rate in the world. Cut taxes 
that would incentivize bus- nesses to bring the money 
home and expand.

http://www.electdemarco.com
www.facebook.com/eduardorosasforcongress/
http://www.vote411.org
http://Facebook.com/robseyfferthforcongress
http://www.vote411.org
http://www.johnsarbanes.com
http://www.vote411.org
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I am a full time Nurse Practitioner working in Private 
Practice, Urgent Care Clinics, performing Home 
Infusions and volunteering at a clinic for the uninsured. 
I work in English and Spanish providing healthcare to 
all socio-economic classes. This gives me daily expo-
sure and experience in dealing with the major issues of 
Healthcare, Opioid crisis and Immigration.

Any discrimination based on race, gender, religion, 
national origin, physical or mental disability, age, and 
sexual orientation should be illegal. At the same time 
any preferences, quotas and set-asides based on the 
previously mentioned characteristics should also be 
illegal. Questions on any public forms asking about the 
aforementioned should be eliminated.

We need to implement free market solutions for 
healthcare and insurance issues and reduce federal 
government involvement. Fraud in both Medicare and 
Medicaid must be reduced. Healthcare needs to 
become more of a personal responsibility. Reducing 
illegal immigration will also reduce unpaid health 
services.

After my career ended as a veteran, NASA manage-
ment intern, industry and federal economist, for over 
20 years I participated in monthly meetings of three 
Democratic breakfast clubs where I became well 
informed about the issues affecting our society. I also 
was a candidate for Congress several times then and 
have prepared and updated 25 brief issue papers for 
voters benefit: www.georgetenglish.com

Impartial, considerate, and polite government em-
ployee behavior when interacting at all times with all 
members of the public must have the highest priority 
of government officials because it sets the example for 
everyone else to follow. All complaints of discrimina-
tion must be immediately acknowledged and investi-
gated. Rapid remedial actions must then occur.

Extending Medicare for everyone is highly desirable, 
but it cannot operate efficiently when compared with 
the huge clerical overhed and management cost sav-
ings that could only be achieved from implementation 
of a single payer Canadian styled health care system. 
Half of USA’s health care costs are sheer waste from 
unnecessary clerical paperwork, other overhead costs, 
and duplication of facilities.

My primary position is one of “America First!” Ideally 
there should be as little government interference as 
possible in our lives. We should have a positive trade 
balance. Money is power. The more money Congress 
can accumulate through taxes or deficit spending 
just increases its power. Both need to be drastically 
reduced.

Like many of my friends and neighbors I am dis-
enchanted with how politics as usual has failed us. 
Coming from outside the political ranks, I hope to help 
bring a fresh approach focused on solutions that will 
make America work for everyone. Yale BA in History, 
UMD PhD in Economics. Work experience: SE Asian 
capital markets, developed power plants globally, 
owner of solar company here in District 6.

Provide all citizens the economic power and sup-
port they deserve to chart their own path to success. 
Reform sentencing guidelines, juvenile justice and 
reintroduce rehabilitative programs within the prison 
system. Procedural justice, especially in communities 
of color. Equal pay for equal work. Paid sick, maternity 
and parental leave. LGBTQ to enjoy same rights and 
privileges as any other citizen.

Americans pay a lot for low quality care. We need 
affordable, universal and comprehensive healthcare 
that covers mental health and substance abuse on a 
par with physical health, publishes pricing and ratings 
to compare providers, and streamlines processing for 
both patient and provider.

Change the tax regime so that everyone pays their 
fair share. Make it easier for employees to organize 
and cooperate across companies & industries. No one 
denied higher education or vocational school because 
they can’t afford it. Private development funds for 
blighted areas. Fair trade: equally open markets and 
common business practices. Eliminate international 
tax loopholes.

I am a pediatrician, a 1st generation American, a small 
business owner, a bestselling feminist novelist, and a 
mom of 4. I have worked in an ER, identified gaps in 
our healthcare system, advocated for patients, and cre-
ated plans to drive down costs and expand access. My 
novels demonstrate how policies impact lives globally. 
I lack experience in buying endorsements or catering 
to the establishment.

I support passing ERA and the Equality Act to protect 
LGBTQIA people in employment, housing, education 
and beyond. I support marriage equality. I protested 
Travel Ban 3.0, and will continue to fight for every 
immigrants and refugees right to be in this country. 
I also oppose the expansion of for profit prisons and 
will support policies to dismantle the school to prison 
pipeline..

Because it’s morally and practically necessary, I sup-
port single payer and: Electronic Medical Record 
Interaction, Drug Patent Reform, Pricing Transparency, 
Ban on Direct To Consumer Pharmaceutical 
Advertising, Expanding use of HSAs, Medicare Drug 
price negotiation, annual limits for out-of-pocket drug 
costs, protected funding for NIH, mandated advance 
directives, blocking toxic corporate mergers.

I will protect American jobs at home and focus ener-
gies on expanding high paying jobs with appropriate 
funding for infrastructure modernization. I will protect 
and expand workers right to organize and promote 
policies that grow innovative industries like biotech-
nology, healthcare and clean and renewable energies. 
I would support opportunities for marginal-
ized groups. I will not support trade wars.

Making the taxation system much more progressive, 
eliminating federal budget and trade deficits, ending 
foreign military intereventions, closing foreign bases, 
and renegotiating trade agreements all must be done 
to end the ongoing uncontrollable money counterfeit-
ing by the Federal Reserve for funding escalating fed-
eral government budget deficits and increasing private 
sector indebtedness

My experience allows me to address effectively both 
national and Maryland’s 6th Congressional District is-
sues. I am the only candidate for this office with Federal 
experience, as US Army Deputy Under Secretary. I un-
derstand the Federal process. Also, my prior candidacy 
for this position has given me a deep understanding of 
the unique needs of the entire District. Finally, I bring 
proven empathy.

: I am opposed to discrimination based not only on 
race, gender, religion, disability or poverty but also on 
appearance, age, family heritage, and any other factor 
that might cause people to reject a class of persons. 
We currently have laws that prohibit many forms of 
discrimination. However, we fall short on tolerance 
and empathy and in the enforcement of existing laws. 
I will promote both.

I support empowering individuals with more control 
over how to meet their healthcare needs and those of 
their families. I will support policies to promote wider 
availability of generic drugs and cross-state insurance 
to keep costs lower. One of our healthcare failures 
has been treatment of our veterans. I will work to see 
that veterans have access to quality healthcare, either 
public or private.

As a long-term small business founder and owner, I 
know over-regulation and a complex tax code hinder 
job growth. New technology is reshaping traditional 
jobs. We need to better anticipate work of the future. 
I will work to reduce the time it takes to transform 
ideas into companies. I endorse the Business Express 
website just established by the Maryland Department 
of Assessments and Taxation.

I know the challenges facing 6th District residents – I 
grew up here and live here. I served 20 years in the 
Army, including 3 deployments to Bosnia and a tour 
on the ground in Iraq. Russia meddled in our election. 
I supervised Counterintelligence operations against 
Russians. I have worked at the Pentagon for 14 years, 
and can best reduce Defense expenses, the largest 
share of federal spending.

All people should be treated equally, but we know that 
is not happening. Equal treatment under the law is a 
constitutional right. Criminal Justice reform, includ-
ing ending money bail, is needed. No Muslim ban, 
we should welcome those fleeing religious persecu-
tion. All persons should be paid equally regardless of 
gender or orientation. Sexual harassment should be 
treated like the crime that it is.

Health care is a human right. I support H.R. 676 
MEDICARE For All. MEDICARE is taking care of our 
seniors and is affordable. Let’s build on what works – 
expand MEDICARE to cover everyone. I had a son who 
was born premature, so I joined the Army to get health 
insurance which covered pre-existing conditions. No 
one should have to put their life on the line to get 
health care for their sick child.

We must address income inequality. I support the 
Fight for 15 as the first step toward a living wage. 
Anyone working a full time job should be able to put a 
roof over their head. We need infrastructure funding to 
create jobs, funded by rolling back the recent corporate 
tax cut, not by high tolls. I support unions. Trade wars 
won’t work – we need a global response to countries 
that cheat.

I believe that although this is my first run at a federal 
office and I am at the age of 25 which is the filing age 
for congressional representative, that I have a good 
deal of life experience and education as a United States 
Marine and College Graduate to bring new blood and 
fresh eyes to our Government and congress.

I plan to end this discrimination issue, for too long 
there has been a issue of race, gender, and ethnicity. 
We need to focus on the successes of one another, take 
pay for example you should earn what you are worth 
and what you worked in your career for, not a high bal-
ance which only creates inflation. We need to focus on 
the good quality of people not the gender or race of 
and individual.

I believe that we as a nation have too many suffering 
American citizens, healthcare should be a right not 
a privilege, even if it is so for emergency and basic 
level care it is and should be available and provided 
to all American citizens. I plan to readjust our private 
and public sectors of care, giving all a basic level of 
provided care and the option for advance care via the 
private sectors if

I plan to tackle our economic structure by first getting 
the overspend of our government under control, until 
we control our own spending and taxation we can not 
correct the system.

D - Democratic / District 6

Nadia Hashimi

nadiahashimi.com

D - Democratic / District 6

Chris Graves

chrisgravesforcongress.com

amieformaryland.com

R - Republican / District 6

lloyd4congress.com

R - Republican / District 6R - Republican / District 6

Kurt Elsasser Amie Hoeber Lisa Lloyd

elsasser4congress.com

Candidates for U.S. Representative – District  6

bradrohrs.com

R - Republican / District 6

Bradley St. Rohrs

No response received by print 
deadline. See vote411.org for 
any late responses.

duckforcongress.org

D - Democratic / District 6

Andrew Duck

georgetenglish.com

D - Democratic / District 6

George English

(District 6 continues next page)

http://www.nadiahashimi.com
http://chrisgravesforcongress.com
http://www.amieformaryland.com/
http://www.lloyd4congress.com
http://www.elsasser4congress.com
http://bradrohrs.com
http://www.vote411.org
http://www.duckforcongress.org
http://www.georgetenglish.com
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I know how to make government work. I’ve served 
8 years in the MD Senate, 4 years in the MD House, 
served as an attorney Senior Counsel and Legislative 
Director in Congress, and on President Obama’s health 
reform advisory group. My entire career has focused 
on leveling the playing field for people just trying to 
make it–from universal health care, to good jobs with 
benefits, to retirement security

Boost education funding to close the racist achieve-
ment gap. Pass the Equal Rights Amendment to 
enshrine gender equality in the U.S. Constitution. I 
created grants for security at schools and child care 
centers at risk of hate crimes, and a funding source 
for The Maryland Library for the Blind and Physically 
Handicapped. I authored the law that provides retail 
workers with paid rest breaks.

Health care should be a right. My Dad was a carpen-
ter, worked hard, but died because he couldn’t afford 
health insurance. That should never happen. I’ve spent 
my life trying to right that wrong. As a congressional 
aide I worked on “Medicare for All” (HR676), worked 
with President Obama’s White House on the ACA, and 
passed legislation addressing genetic discrimination 
and preexisting conditions.

Legislative experience and public service count in 
Congress. As a Maryland State Legislator, l successfully 
advocated for progressive, constituent-based bills to 
protect working families and lead Appropriations 
subcommittees on personnel, the capital budget, 
transportation, and environment. While raising my 
family, l worked as an engineer for the Montgomery 
County Department to Transportation.

We must be a inclusive society with fair, decent treat-
ment for all. I abhor discrimination in all forms and will 
find ways to eliminate its impact on women, seniors, 
the disabled, religious minorities, people of color, 
immigrants, and the LGTBQ community. I favor poli-
cies to level the playing field, like equal pay for equal 
work and encouraging community-based programs to 
bridge our divides.

Every person deserves adequate and quality health 
care. We must view health care, like public education, 
as a right. Nobody should be forced “to do without” or 
go bankrupt due to health care costs. I favor a Medicare 
for All-type approach coupled with finding ways to 
lower drug prices, improve rural and veterans health, 
curtail opioid use, expand research funding, and edu-
cate more providers.

I grew up on a struggling family farm cleaning hog 
pens. Taking out loans, I was able to go to graduate 
school and start a successful business that’s headquar-
tered in Bethesda. I’m prepared to represent a diverse 
district that spans from urban areas in Montgomery to 
rural areas in Garrett.

I’ve supported the ACLU for 20 years, and in Congress I 
will continue fighting to fix our criminal justice system 
that discriminates against people of color. I’m 100% 
pro-choice, and I support equal pay and paid family 
leave. I support the Full Equality Act to fight discrimi-
nation against LGBTQ people.

Quality healthcare is a basic human right, and our job 
must be to ensure that right for all Americans. With the 
passage of the Affordable Care Act, we’ve made great 
progress. We should build on that progress and expand 
the ACA so that all Americans have coverage.

Party / District

Website

Qualifications
How does your experience prepare you for 
the duties of this office?

Candidate

Health Care

Discrimination

What changes in federal healthcare policy 
do you advocate and why?

What policies will you support to address 
discrimination based on race, gender, 
religion, disability, or poverty?

Economic justice is at the heart of our campaign. To re-
duce wealth inequality we must reverse an egregious 
provision in the recent GOP tax plan that raises the 
estate tax exemption- a change benefiting only the 
wealthiest 0.2% of Americans. I’m proud to be the only 
candidate running for the Sixth Congressional District 
to vote against similar legislation in 2014.

Economic Policy
What policies will you support to strengthen 
the national economy, such as those 
affecting international trade, taxes, labor 
rights, and infrastructure?

Party / District

Website

Qualifications
How does your experience prepare you for 
the duties of this office?

Candidate

Health Care

Discrimination

What changes in federal healthcare policy 
do you advocate and why?

What policies will you support to address 
discrimination based on race, gender, 
religion, disability, or poverty?

Economic Policy
What policies will you support to strengthen 
the national economy, such as those 

affecting international trade, taxes, 
labor rights, and infrastructure?

Decent paying and steady jobs are the gateway to 
middle-class life. I favor job-creating incentives 
like Maryland’s Amazon package, for which I voted. 
We must support unions and find creative ways 
to encourage technical training, mentoring, adult 
learning, computer science and Science, Technology, 
Engineering & Math (STEM) education. We must 
encourage entrepreneurs and small business growth.

I strongly oppose Trump’s tax cuts, which worsen in-
come inequality and add $1.5 trillion to our national 
debt. We need to remove the carried interest loophole 
that allows hedge fund managers to pay lower tax 
rates. I support an infrastructure bank to fund projects 
like expanding I-270 and I-81.

I grew up in lower middle-class family and worked 
hard through adversity to make a career for myself 
as an aerospace executive and research scientist. I 
am uniquely qualified because as a trained scientist 
and business executive I will fight to ensure Maryland 
continues to lead in technological innovation, research 
and development, and investment, but not at the ex-
pense of leaving others behind.

Everyone deserves an opportunity to succeed but too 
often discrimination takes away those opportunities. 
For too long, institutional racism has limited many 
Americans ability to succeed. That is why I am fight-
ing to preserve the dignity of women and minorities 
who face discrimination every day. I support the Equal 
Rights Amendment and reform of discriminatory fed-
eral sentencing guidelines.

We need to reduce the cost of administering health 
care products and services and ensure competition in 
the health insurance marketplace. I agree access to 
healthcare and emergency care is a human right. That 
is why I support the Center for American Progress’s 
“Medicare for All” plan because it offers a pragmatic 
approach to getting more Americans insured and 
health care costs under control.

As technology increasingly changes our economy 
and opportunities, we need to ensure that no one is 
left behind. We need to do a better job of preparing 
Americans to participate in the technology-based 
economy of today. That is why I am fighting to mod-
ernize our infrastructure, expand broadband access, 
and reform our job training and education system to 
give everyone the chance to succeed.

D - Democratic / District 6

rogermanno.com

Roger Manno

Responses were limited to 400 characters. Responses are shown exactly as provided by the candidates.
See page 12 for details about the office of U.S. Representative.

davidtrone.com

D - Democratic / District 6

David Trone

arunamillerforcongress.com

D - Democratic / District 6

Aruna Miller

Candidates for U.S. Representative – District 6 continued

hearseyforcongress.com

D - Democratic / District 6

Christopher Hearsey

http://www.rogermanno.com
http://www.davidtrone.com
http://www.arunamillerforcongress.com
http://hearseyforcongress.com
http://www.vote411.org
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Responses were limited to 400 characters. Responses are shown exactly as provided by the candidates.
See page 12 for details about the office of U.S. Representative.

Representing Maryland’s 8th in the U.S. House since 
January 2017, I recognize that I have spent my life 
preparing to serve in this capacity. As a local native, a 
professor of constitutional law for a quarter-century 
at AU and a Maryland State Senator for a decade, I 
have the passion for service to our community and the 
legislative knowledge needed to advance our priorities 
and values every day.

I’m defending civil rights in every federal program and 
context and advocating voting rights for all. Played an 
active role in developing strong new policies against 
sexual harassment and race discrimination on Capitol 
Hill. Fight regularly on the Judiciary Committee to 
champion civil rights and liberties and to oppose ef-
forts to weaken the ADA and undercut employee rights 
in the workplace.

I’m working to keep increasing NIH research funding, 
to guarantee the solvency of Medicare and to defend 
Medicaid by opposing work requirements and other 
poison pills. I seek to stabilize the ACA and bring down 
the costs of premiums and deductibles. I’m also fight-
ing for lower prescription drug prices and the power 
of government to negotiate for them in Medicare. 
Organizing for single-payer.

I’m fighting for a Green Deal, a bipartisan infrastruc-
ture plan to reinvest in roads, highways, Metro, mass 
transit, water etc. in an environmentally positive way; 
a fair tax policy that protects the working middle 
class and opposes special-interest tax breaks and 
giveaways; revitalized labor rights; and a policy of 
free and fair trade that bolsters our living and working 
standards.

I am the Pro-Job-Growth and Law & Order candidate. 
For 25 years, I have been an attorney and law professor 
active in political reform promoting both Job Growth 
and Law & Order. A first-generation college grad, I 
hold degrees from Harvard, Cal-Hastings, Columbia, 
and George Mason. Since early 2016, I have supported 
Donald Trump by founding/chairing “Lawyers & Law 
Professors for Trump.”

We must end identity politics as it has been orches-
trated by the establishment elites. Next must come 
vigorous enforcement of the moral and legal principle 
that Americans should only be judged on the merit of 
their proven abilities. We must equally enforce Law & 
Order in all communities. The first civil right is the right 
to live and work in a safe, peaceful communities.

We must reduce healthcare and drug costs by assert-
ively promoting free-market principles and policies. 
We must also immediate close our southern border 
with Mexico and get tough with China to end the flow 
of illegal drugs such as the synthetic opioid, Fentanyl. 
The opioid epidemic is both a Law & Order and Health 
Care issue.

To allow free-market Job-Growth, we must cut taxes, 
eliminate burdensome regulations, reduce/reform 
immigration, and demand reciprocal-fair trade. For 
Job-Growth in inner cities, we must vigorously enforce 
Law & Order. Safe communities are critical to economic 
growth. In our public schools, we should fund Gifted 
Education programs. Gifted Education programs will 
pay exponential dividends.

Author of LEAN FORWARD – ASK ME WHEN THE 
FEDERAL RESERVE AND WASHINGTON DO NOT HAVE 
CLUE ABOUT ECONOMY. Can anybody write this book?

I feel, in some areas the issue of discrimination is over 
blown and in some area it has become permanent. 
It is a sad reality of America. Most other nations do 
not have this level of concerns on racial issues. Racial 
issue is a divisive issue but I will try to solve this issue 
through convincing legislation that works for all.

All efforts in healthcare so far have been tried for 
several decades and healthcare cost is rising at unsus-
tainable level. So, I want to put different opinion in the 
issue of healthcare. I feel INSURANCE IS NOT A HEALTH 
SOLUTION. Healthcare is a government responsibility if 
it feels it has a right to collect taxes. No body becomes 
sick his or her entire life.

President Trump is dismantling some policies that 
were built by the efforts of several decades. One exam-
ple is tariff regime is back and World trade is not a free 
trade. America will benefit from free trade although it 
has an issue of trade deficit. Free trade will benefit us 
in the long term if we calibrate our economy towards 
exports. But America should try to export what the 
World needs.

My experience as a classical singer, entrepreneur, 
former music educator, single parent, and former 
spouse of a veteran has prepared me for the duties of 
this office by allowing me to understand humanity at 
a variety of different levels. I have learned persistence, 
acceptance, discipline, patriotism, bravery, teamwork, 
being self-motivated, follow through and

Policies that do not discriminate on the basis of race, 
color, religion, sex, national origin, political affiliation, 
sexual orientation, gender identity, marital status, dis-
ability and genetic information, age, membership in 
an employee organization, or other non-merit factor.

More subsidies to help the self-employed pay for 
health insurance because without the subsidies to 
offset the cost of individual plans many entrepreneurs 
simply can not afford the cost of insurance. Assistance 
for senior citizens on Medicare. Perscription medicine 
costs lowered. Affordable access to mental health 
professionals. Community access to preventative care.

America’s interaction regarding foreign policy needs 
to be exact, effective, accountable and show proven 
results. Regarding our military, I am the ex-wife a Navy 
veteran. We need to do more to support our active 
military and veterans who transition into civilian life.

Candidates for U.S. Representative – District  8

trumpcongress.com

R - Republican / District 8

None provided

R - Republican / District 8R - Republican / District 8

Bridgette L. Cooper Victor Williams John Walsh

bridgettelcooperforuscongress.com

No response received by print 
deadline. See vote411.org for 
any late responses.

jamieraskin.com

D - Democratic / District 8

None provided

D - Democratic / District 8

Utam Paul Jamie Raskin

None provided

D - Democratic / District 8

Summer Spring

No response received by print 
deadline. See vote411.org for 
any late responses.

Non-responding candidates 
are after those who responded.

http://www.trumpcongress.com
http://www.bridgettelcooperforuscongress.com
http://www.vote411.org
http://www.jamieraskin.com
http://www.vote411.org
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Questions to candidates for Maryland State 
Senator and Delegates:

•   QUALIFICATIONS: How does your experience prepare 
you for the duties of this office?

•   REDISTRICTING: What changes, if any, do you 
support in the process for drawing congressional 
and legislative district lines in Maryland?

•   ENVIRONMENT: What are the most significant 
environmental challenges and how will you address 
them?

•   DISCRIMINATION: What policies will you support 
to address discrimination based on race, gender, 
religion, disability, or poverty?

•   EDUCATION: What education policies would you 
support and how would you fund them?

•   HEALTH CARE: What are the most significant health 
challenges facing Maryland and how will you 
address them?

•   TRANSPORTATION: What are your transportation 
priorities and how should they be funded?

On the Ballot
Maryland State Senators and Delegates

Districts 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 39
(see Candidates on pages 18 - 28)

Duties
State Senators and Delegates represent residents in each 
legislative district in the Maryland General Assembly.  The 
General Assembly enacts laws, raises revenue through taxes and 
fees, and appropriates funds for all state agencies in an annual 
budget.  The General Assembly may propose amendments to the 
state Constitution for ratification by the voters.  The Senate also 
confirms the Governor’s appointments of judges and the heads of 
certain government agencies.

How Elected
Elected districtwide. The state is divided into 47 legislative 
districts. Each district is represented by one State Senator and 
three Delegates, for a total of 47 Senators and 141 Delegates. 
Voters may vote for one candidate for State Senator and up to 
three candidates for State Delegate. However, some districts 
are sub-divided and voters may elect only one or two Delegates 
from a smaller area. All eight Montgomery County legislative 
districts are three-member at large districts.

Term
Four years. No term limit.

Salary
$50,328 per year.

Website
msa.maryland.gov/msa/mdmanual/07leg/html/gaf.html

Who May Vote?
You must be registered with the Republican or Democratic 
party to vote for their candidate for Maryland State 
Senator and Delegates.

Whether you are a registered Republican or Democrat, 
you may vote only for one candidate for State Senator 
and no more than three (3) candidates for State Delegate.

See pages 18 - 28 for candidate responses. Responses are 
shown exactly as provided by the candidates. No edits of 
any kind have been made.

Due to space limitations, only responses to the first four 
questions are printed. Responses to the remaining three 
questions may be found at vote411.org.

Candidates for Maryland State Senators and Delegates are 
grouped by Legislative District. Your ballot will be specific 
to your district. Non-responding candidates are listed after 
those who responded.

Montgomery County Legislative Districts

Legislative District 14 .................... page 18

Legislative District 15 .................... pages 19-20

Legislative District 16 ...... pages 20-22

Legislative District 17 ...... pages 22-23

Legislative District 18 .................... pages 23-24

Legislative District 19 .................... pages 25-26

Legislative District 20 ................... pages 26-27 

Legislative District 39.................... pages 27-28

Unsure of your Legislative District? See your Sample Ballot or go 
to https://voterservices.elections.maryland.gov/VoterSearch or call 
the Montgomery County Board of Elections at 240-777-VOTE.

https://msa.maryland.gov/msa/mdmanual/07leg/html/gaf.html
http://www.vote411.org


Candidates for State Senator and Delegates - District 14
Responses were limited to 400 characters. Responses are shown exactly as provided by the candidates.
See page 17 for details about the offices of State Senator and Delegate.

Before being elected, I spent years working in and for 
my community - learning our shared values, digging 
into what matters most to my neighbors. As an elected 
official for 16 years, I have made putting those shared 
values into actions at the core of my public service. I 
will continue to do just that if returned to the House 
of Delegates and as Chairman of the Ways & Means 
Committee.

Offshore drilling, suburban sprawl and road conges-
tion are major problems Maryland must continue 
to address. We must invest in and protect the health 
of the Chesapeake Bay, the crown jewel of our 
state. Given my strong environmental record, I have 
been endorsed by the Sierra Club and the League of 
Conservation Voters.

I support a fair equitable method of ensuring proper 
representation of Congressional and legislative dis-
tricts. Congressional and legislative districts should 
not be drawn in a partisan manner. Gerrymandering is 
an impairment to full representative democracy.

I have had the honor of representing District 14 in the 
House of Delegates for the past four years, and prior to 
my service in office was deeply engaged with a variety 
of community organizations in Montgomery County.

Climate change remains the most significant threat 
to our environment and society, and we need to ag-
gressively pursue efforts to reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions.

I believe that we should move towards non-partisan 
redistricting. My preference is for this to happen na-
tionwide, but if the Congress or the Supreme Court 
fail to act, I believe Maryland should implement non-
partisan redistricting on its own.

Party / District

Website

Qualifications
How does your experience prepare you for 
the duties of this office?

Candidate

Redistricting

Environment

What changes, if any, do you support in 
the process for drawing congressional and 
legislative district lines in Maryland?

What are the most significant 
environmental challenges and how will you 
address them?

Discrimination
What policies will you support to address 
discrimination based on race, gender, 
religion, disability, or poverty?

pamelaqueen.com

D - Democratic  /  District 14

I am honored to serve in the State Legislature as a 
champion for those whose voices are often muted or 
misunderstood. All my personal and professional ex-
periences influence my pragmatic approach to “getting 
things done” which I attribute to understanding less 
intuitive complexities, collaborating with adversaries, 
courage to make tough choices, and wisdom to know 
when to compromise.

During my tenure in the MGA, I champion environmen-
tal injustice issues, efforts to protect the Chesapeake 
Bay, and efforts to curtail climate change. Future leg-
islation will address affordable fresh foods for college 
students; incentives for technology use to help farmers 
achieve sustainable food growth; and efforts to reduce 
carbon emissions in the transportation sector.

Unfortunately, issues with redistricting has put 
Maryland in the national spotlight; and efforts to 
remedy apparent issues aren’t forthcoming. Due to the 
national implication of redistricting results, I support a 
regional approach involving multiple states using the 
same independent panel to redraw the Congressional 
and Legislative boundaries.

Party / District

Website

Qualifications
How does your experience prepare you for 
the duties of this office?

Candidate

Redistricting

Environment

What changes, if any, do you support in 
the process for drawing congressional and 
legislative district lines in Maryland?

What are the most significant 
environmental challenges and how will you 
address them?

I support level-the-playing field policies focused on 
education, healthcare, employment, housing, career 
mobility, criminal justice, and law enforcement, espe-
cially policy to eliminate poverty by addressing imped-
iments to upward mobility via training, certification, 
and apprenticeships; and increasing home ownership 
to build personal wealth and cultivate community.

Discrimination
What policies will you support to address 
discrimination based on race, gender, 
religion, disability, or poverty?

annekaiser.com

D - Democratic  /  District 14

ericluedtke.com

D - Democratic  /  District 14

Eric Luedtke

For the past 16 years as a member of the Maryland 
House of Delegates, I have supported a range of bills 
that help establish greater equality and I will con-
tinue to do so if I am re-elected. I support a woman’s 
right to choose; raising the minimum wage; pay eq-
uity; and have a strong record of support for the LGBT 
community.

Non-discrimination is a fundamental American value 
that I hold dear, and I have consistently supported 
legislation ensuring non-discrimination, including 
marriage equality, the expansion of Maryland’s non-
discrimination law to cover transgender Marylanders, 
and efforts to apply non-discrimination law to private 
schools that receive taxpayer funds.

Anne R. Kaiser

Pamela Queen

R - Republican  /  District 14

Robert Drozd

drozdformaryland.com

None provided

D - Democratic  /  District 14

Paul Ransom

No response received by print 
deadline. See vote411.org for 
any late responses.

Candidates for State Senator

Unopposed candidates.  
See vote411.org or 
lwvmocomd.org for candidate 
information.

D - Democratic  /  District 14

Craig J. Zucker

craigzucker.com

Candidates for Delegate

None provided

R - Republican  /  District 14

Kevin Dorrance

patfenati.com

R - Republican  /  District 14

Patricia Fenati

facebook.com/ostroff4delegate

R - Republican  /  District 14

Michael A. Ostroff

Candidates for Delegate

Unopposed candidates.  
See vote411.org or 
lwvmocomd.org for candidate 
information.
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Non-responding candidates 
are after those who responded.

http://www.pamelaqueen.com
http://www.annekaiser.com
http://www.ericluedtke.com
http://drozdformaryland.com
http://www.vote411.org
http://www.vote411.org
https://www.lwvmocomd.org
http://www.craigzucker.com
http://www.patfenati.com.
http://facebook.com/ostroff4delegate
http://www.vote411.org
https://www.lwvmocomd.org
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I have served in the General Assembly since 2003, 
first in the House of Delegates and currently in the 
State Senate. I have received numerous honors and 
have held several leadership positions. Prior to being 
elected, I served as a U.S. Department of Justice at-
torney and am currently a Tax Attorney/CPA in private 
practice. These experiences have been valuable in the 
legislature.

The health of the Chesapeake Bay continues to be 
a significant environmental challenge. The recent 
rollback of environmental regulations and funding for 
environmental programs at the federal level requires 
states to fill the void. I have sponsored many of the 
key environmental bills in the legislature and have 
been endorsed by the Sierra Club and MD League of 
Conservation Voters.

I support proposals which seek to take partisan politics 
out of the redistricting process by turning the process 
over to an independent commission.

I will generally be supportive of any and all policies 
which address discrimination based on race, gender, 
religion, disability or poverty.

Kathleendumais.info

D - Democratic  /  District 15

Kathleen Dumais

fraserfor15.org

D - Democratic  /  District 15

David Fraser-Hidalgo

Candidates for State Senator Candidates for Delegate

BrianJFeldman.com

D - Democratic  /  District 15

Brian J. Feldman

R - Republican  /  District 15

David Wilson

votefordavidwilson.com

D - Democratic  /  District 15

Hongjun Xin

facebook.com/h.j.xin

lauriehalversonfordelegate.com

R - Republican  /  District 15

Laurie Halverson

jacobs4md.com

R - Republican  /  District 15

Harvey Jacobs

kingin18.com

R - Republican  /  District 15

Marc A. King

Unopposed candidate.  
See vote411.org or 
lwvmocomd.org for candidate 
information.

Unopposed candidates.  
See vote411.org or 
lwvmocomd.org for candidate 
information.

Candidates for State Senator and Delegates - District 15
Responses were limited to 400 characters. Responses are shown exactly as provided by the candidates.
See page 17 for details about the offices of State Senator and Delegate.

Political Activities: Currently serving as Vice Chairman, 
Maryland Legislative District 15 Democratic Caucus 
(Since 2016). Currently serving as Precinct Chair, 
Dist. 6-8 of Montgomery County Democratic Party, 
Maryland. Currently serving as Director, Coalition of 
Asian Pacific American Democrats (CAPAD), Maryland. 
Contested for a vacant Dist. 15 Delegate seat for 
Maryland General Assembly (2013)

1. Air and water Pollution. 2. Natural Resource 
Depletion. 3. Waste Disposal and Fossil Burning 4. 
Climate Change. 5. Loss of Biodiversity. 6. Deforestation 
and Land Management. 7. Ocean Acidification. 8. 
Ozone Layer Depletion and Acid Rain. 10. Urban 
Sprawl. 11. Disposals from health services and scien-
tific research. 12. Genetic Engineering. 13. Energy.

I don’t want to make any comment at this time since 
a case regarding the congressional and legislative 
district lines is in the Court now.

Party / District

Website

Qualifications
How does your experience prepare you for 
the duties of this office?

Candidate

Redistricting

Environment

What changes, if any, do you support in 
the process for drawing congressional and 
legislative district lines in Maryland?

What are the most significant 
environmental challenges and how will you 
address them?

Discrimination
What policies will you support to address 
discrimination based on race, gender, 
religion, disability, or poverty?

I have had the honor and privilege to represent District 
15 in the Maryland House of Delegates since 2003. I 
currently serve as the Vice Chair of the House Judiciary 
Committee. My professional experience as a practic-
ing family law attorney has been invaluable in the 
legislature. In my practice and in the legislature, I am a 
consensus builder -- I listen, analyze and work toward 
sound solutions.

These challenges include addressing climate change; 
restoring the health of the Bay; managing land use 
and protecting open space; monitoring the use of pes-
ticides; and reducing pollution from carbon plants and 
septic systems. We can make progress in these areas 
each year by strengthening the Renewable Portfolio 
Standard, meeting goals for the Bay, and reducing our 
reliance on trash incineration.

Congressional and legislative district lines should be 
drawn by a bi-partisan commission. Hopefully, in 
the next legislative term we can move this intiative 
forward.

Party / District

Website

Qualifications
How does your experience prepare you for 
the duties of this office?

Candidate

Redistricting

Environment

What changes, if any, do you support in 
the process for drawing congressional and 
legislative district lines in Maryland?

What are the most significant 
environmental challenges and how will you 
address them?

Supporting a vibrant, strong and diverse K-12 educa-
tion is the best way to address discrimination. This year 
the General Assembly passed legislation that begins 
to implement the recommendations of the Kirwan 
Commission to modernize Maryland’s educational 
system by improving teacher recruitment, getting 
more resources to students in low-income schools and 
expanding technical career programs.

Discrimination
What policies will you support to address 
discrimination based on race, gender, 

religion, disability, or poverty?

I have served as a Delegate since 2013 on the 
Environment and Transportation Committee. Prior to 
that, I was a Montgomery County Police Officer and a 
partner in a small business. My experience has taught 
me that success comes best when you work as a team. 
Together with my colleagues, we have passed a num-
ber of important bills by building coalitions across the 
aisle, including banning fracking.

The two most significant are Climate Change and pro-
tecting the Chesapeake Bay. I have supported and lead 
on a number of measures including clean cars, ban-
ning fracking and providing incentives for clean energy 
development. But we always need to do more on the 
state level, especially now, with the reckless disregard 
for our future coming out of the current administration 
in Washington.

We need more non-partisan public participation. 
Gerrymandering is one of the biggest threats to de-
mocracy and unfortunately it is a problem nationwide 
and we need to make sure there is a national solution 
to the problem.

I have supported and worked with my colleagues on 
a number of bills from LGBT rights to housing protec-
tions to equal pay. I also strongly support paid sick 
leave and raising the minimum wage.

Maryland has laws on discrimination and hate 
violence issues. Counties have codes on these too. 
But, state laws and code of counties are not similar or 
uniform. Also, state and county policies are not strong 
enough to address those issues. I will support for new 
or amend laws, and make strong policies to enforce 
laws and codes strictly. I will get more funds for new 
hires and necessary supports.

Candidates for Delegate

anisfordelegate.com

D - Democratic  /  District 15

Anis Ahmed

No response received by print 
deadline. See vote411.org for 
any late responses.

http://Kathleendumais.info
http://www.fraserfor15.org
http://BrianJFeldman.com
http://votefordavidwilson.com
http://facebook.com/h.j.xin
http://www.lauriehalversonfordelegate.com
http://www.jacobs4md.com
http://www.kingin18.com
http://www.vote411.org
https://www.lwvmocomd.org
http://www.vote411.org
https://www.lwvmocomd.org
http://anisfordelegate.com
http://www.vote411.org
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Responses were limited to 400 characters. Responses are shown exactly as provided by the candidates.
See page 17 for details about the offices of State Senator and Delegate.

In my role as a Senate Floor reporter, I read almost 
every bill to become Federal law over a two-year 
period. This experience has given me the policy chops 
and attention to detail necessary to critique even the 
most minor of details in legislation, see bills for exactly 
what is written on the paper without preconceived no-
tions, and write effective bills as a lawmaker.

Broadly, climate change is the top challenge facing our 
state. Greenhouse gas emissions are a major contribu-
tor to climate change, and thus my top environmental 
priority is carbon pricing. Not only will this be critical 
for our environment, but pricing carbon at $20 per 
metric ton (ten times beneath the cost to society) 
would give Maryland an estimated $1.2 billion in ad-
ditional revenue.

Seeing Congressional Republicans scramble for every 
vote to pass a bill that would steal health care from 
tens of millions of people has shaped my view on this 
issue. Though I am in favor of redistricting reform, I 
would like to see the change come from the Federal 
level or from the judiciary.

: My top priority is ending wage discrimination. I sup-
port requiring companies to annually file salaries with 
the state in order to end the wage gap once and for all.

Born, raised, and publicly educated in MoCo, I am the 
Women’s Caucus Chair of the Young Democrats of MD 
and an Air Force reservist. I worked in the White House 
Council of Economic Advisers as a graduate research 
intern before turning down a job offer after the 2016 
election, and I’ve worked in financial regulation and 
the environmental movement. I studied labor at 
Cornell and economics at JHU.

1. Supporting legislation that would transition us to 
eventual 100% of our electricity coming from renew-
able sources; 2. Rejecting pipeline building under the 
Potomac River and C&O Canal; 3. Strengthening the 
Forest Conservation Act; 4. Banning foam containers; 
and 5. Improving our public transportation systems.

Maryland is one of the most gerrymandered states 
in the country, and I believe that this is extremely 
problematic. I support the creation of an independent 
commission that is responsible for drawing district 
lines so that politicians and public officials cannot 
directly draw their own districts. Politicians should not 
be choosing their voters; voters should be choosing 
their politicians.

Candidates for Delegate

(District 16 continues next page)

As an immigrant who came here by choice, I know 
the value of opportunities and how we can be both 
inclusive and competitive. With a career in higher 
education and local government, senior leadership 
experience in both economic and workforce develop-
ment in Montgomery County, and extensive commu-
nity involvement, I will be able to focus on the right 
legislative priorities to move us forward.

Protecting the Chesapeake Bay and the Ag Reserve and 
addressing climate change are the major environmen-
tal concerns we face at the local level. Through accel-
erating Maryland’s use of clean and renewable energy, 
mass transit, and investments in workforce training for 
“green” industries, we can tackle these environmental 
challenges head-on while growing these emerging 
industries.

We should explore the creation of an independent 
commission. Anytime elected officials are drawing 
district lines, there will be the temptation to create 
boundaries to bolster themselves or their party. I be-
lieve in order to have truly equitable districts, we need 
an independent commission armed with the proper 
data and mathematical modeling tools.

As a working mother, I have seen first hand employee 
discrimination based on pregnancy. I support policies 
such as the stalled HB1109 requiring employers to 
provide reasonable accommodations for pregnant em-
ployees. I would also support measures for local gov-
ernment agencies to better serve, hire/promote and 
contract with minority and immigrant communities.

yeswekhan.org

D - Democratic  /  District 15D - Democratic  /  District 15

Amy Frieder Hamza Sarwar Khan

amyfrieder.com

Candidates for State Senator and Delegates - District 15, 16

mackfordelegate.com

D - Democratic  /  District 15

Kevin Mack

lilyqi.com

D - Democratic  /  District 15

Lily Qi

andyvanwye.com

D - Democratic  /  District 15

Andy Van Wye
Candidates for Delegate

R - Republican  /  District 16

Marcus Alzona

MarcusAlzona.com

Candidates for State Senator

D - Democratic  /  District 16

Susan C. Lee

susanleeforsenate.com

Unopposed candidates.  
See vote411.org or 
lwvmocomd.org for candidate 
information.

Candidates for Delegate

R - Republican  /  District 16

Bill Day

billday.org

Unopposed Candidate.  
See vote411.org or 
lwvmocomd.org for candidate 
information.

As head of Rep. John Delaney’s district staff, I have 
been able to combine my knowledge and skills from 
the private and public sectors to work with and ad-
vocate for the constituents of the 6th Congressional 
District by helping them cut through red tape and 
secure benefits as well as giving them a voice at the 
federal level. If elected, I will bring the same passion 
and commitment to District 15.

We must remain steadfast in our commitment 
to protecting our state from the dangerous and 
shortsighted environmental policies of the current 
administration. That is why we must maintain the 
Obama Administration EPA standards for coal power 
plants, clean water, and clean air. In addition, I support 
increasing Maryland’s Renewable Portfolio Standard 
(RPS) to 50% by 2030 and creating tax incentives f

Voters should choose their representatives—not the 
other way around. I support implementing an inde-
pendent redistricting commission to take the politics 
out of the equation in the redistricting process.

I am discovering that many policies and programs 
that are designed to address discrimination and 
promote diversity lack provisions and/or funding for 
enforcement. I support providing proper enforcement 
mechanisms and funding to make sure our anti-
discrimination policies actually work. Additionally, I 
support bail reform efforts. The current money-based 
bail system exacerbates inequalities in our j

I have been serving on the boards of civic groups, 
environmental organizations, & political clubs since 
2003. In 2014, I was the Field Director for Beth Daly’s 
County Council campaign, & later, Rep. John Delaney’s 
Campaign Outreach Director. My family has lived in 
District 15 for 20 years & I graduated from Churchill 
High School. My platform is education, transit, the 
environment & social justice.

Climate Change remains the most significant chal-
lenge facing our planet. District 15 is home to two 
dirty power plants: a coal-burning power plant, and 
a waste-to-energy facility. Both facilities have sig-
nificantly polluted waterways including the Potomac 
River, and have been fined for negligence. They must 
both be closed down. I support a push for 100% re-
newable energy for Maryland by 2035.

I believe that a non-partisan election commission 
should be established for the purpose of drawing con-
gressional & legislative district lines in Maryland. Yes, 
the current system in place does benefit Democrats, 
but it does so at the cost of our ethics & values as a free 
society. As the grandson of an activist who was jailed 
for the right to vote in a military dictatorship, I stand 
with democracy.

I strongly support the Maryland Trust Act, the 
Maryland Fix the Dream Act, and the U-Visa Bill, all of 
which work to end discrimination in our state. I am a 
strong proponent of a $15 minimum wage, & defender 
of our diversity & pluralism. Gov. O’Malley awarded 
me a citation for my interfaith efforts between Jews 
& Muslims in 2014. I have been endorsed by CASA in 
Action.

During this session, I lobbied in support of a bill that 
would strengthen our state’s hate crime laws to include 
threats. I also support the SAFE Act/TRUST Act, which 
would help combat the targeting of Latinx members 
of our community. Fortunately, Maryland has already 
ratified the Equal Rights Amendment, but Virginia has 
not, so I would like to work with legislators in Virginia 
on an ERA campaign.

In 2017 when I came out 2nd for Democratic State 
Party Chair both Sen. Cardin and Congressman Hoyer 
said I have been the Progressive Voice of the party the 
last 40 years.Hoyer said I have done as much for the 
people of county and state while out of office as others 
have done while in office. I believe a review of my web 
site tonypuca.com will show all I have done for the 
people of the county.

Close the Dickerson and BRESCO incinerators immedi-
ately and replace them with Anaerobic Digesters that 
can convert any waste and biomass to clean electricity, 
mulch,etc. Protect all water supplies by having green 
roofs,rain gardens and semi permeable services.
Replace dirty energy with Solar,wind,etc.Increase 
recycling by 50%.RSP of 100% by 2035.No fosil fuel in 
state vehicles

While I would like to see our districts drawn in a way 
that areas of similar interests are in the same district, 
I am not in favor of doing this in our state until all 50 
states do it.Democrats had more congressional votes 
countrywide than republicans in 2016 but have only 
192 members.In MD I would like to see the 6th be 
Western MD, all Frederick and Carroll.Legislative lines 
can kept as they are.

We need a Civilian Police Review Board.to help stop 
racial profiling and abuse.We need stronger and more 
enforcement of laws dealing with sexual abuse and 
harrasment in all avenues.We must clearly enforce 
amd expand the meaning of hate crimes.All public and 
housing structures should have handicapped accomo-
dations.No person should be discriminated against for 
employment disability or any of above.

tonypuca.com

D - Democratic  /  District 15

Tony Puca

http://www.yeswekhan.org
http://www.amyfrieder.com
http://www.mackfordelegate.com
http://lilyqi.com
http://andyvanwye.com
http://MarcusAlzona.com
http://susanleeforsenate.com
http://www.vote411.org
https://www.lwvmocomd.org
http://www.billday.org
http://www.vote411.org
https://www.lwvmocomd.org
http://www.tonypuca.com
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I have run successful businesses, written on policy and 
politics for the UN and other agencies, experienced di-
verse cultures in international, national and local set-
tings, taught adults in a business school environment, 
run a policy and political establishment in DC and 
organized grassroots groups in activism and electoral 
politics. My life experience will inform my decisions to 
serve my county

We need to invest in sustainable growth to avoid 
sprawl development. We can minimize our energy 
usage by building communities that are inter-connect-
ed - homes, workplaces and shopping areas centered 
around transportation hubs. We need less vehicles on 
roads, renewable energy sources, safe drinking water, 
clean waterways, more green spaces, trails & bike 
paths. Plastics & pollutants must be shunned

We need to safeguard our democracy and ensure vot-
ers have freedom to elect their representatives rather 
than officials creating districts by design and ill-intent. 
Any redistricting should be done based upon popula-
tion, ensuring competitive races and reducing the 
safety of incumbents. A fair and transparent process, 
avoiding partisanship and profiling, should protect 
diversity & ensure inclusion.

I have advocated for empowering change working on 
the Glenn and Dukakis presidential campaigns; as a 
legislative aide to Sen. Pines (D-Newton, MA); as a de-
mocratization specialist working in Pakistan, Zambia, 
and the Czech Rep.; and now as a lawyer battling 
abusive U.S. defense contractors operating overseas. I 
have the skills needed to battle abuses of power and 
corruption.

Climate change/atmospheric pollution. I would fur-
ther cap-and-trade policies; increase BRT transit, and 
build-out Metro rail (see below) to get commuters off 
495, lower emissions, and reduce fossil-fuel consump-
tion; legislate mandatory replacement of coal with 
natural gas; demand that industry fund methane gas 
detection; and tax Amazon $1 per box to process its 
avalanche of solid waste.

THIS IS ONE OF THE MOST IMPORTANT ISSUES FACING 
MD AND THE U.S.! I would follow the lead of California 
by introducing legislation to establish an indepen-
dent, non-partisan Maryland Citizens Redistricting 
Commission. We should enter into a consent-decree 
in Benisek v. Lamone and stop wasting taxpayer re-
sources defending the indefensible rights-depriving 
carving of electoral districts.

During my eight years representing our community in 
the legislature I have earned elected and appointed 
leadership positions that give me critical experience in-
cluding Deputy Majority Whip, Subcommittee Chair on 
the Healthcare Committee, Chair of the Montgomery 
County Economic Development Committee, Chair of 
Joint Committee for Children, Youth & Families, and 
President of the Women Legislators.

I am proud to be endorsed by the Sierra Club and the 
League of Conservation Voters, and even more proud 
of my 100% lifetime voting record from these groups. 
Reducing greenhouse gas emissions and increasing 
the use of renewable energy sources is essential to 
protecting and improving our air and water quality. In 
2018, I co-sponsored the 100% RPS bill and the Clean 
Energy Jobs Act.

Ideally, there would be national reform whereby no 
state could improperly draw district lines. Last year, I 
supported legislation that would establish a nonpar-
tisan commission to draft the state’s congressional 
districts with a Mid-Atlantic Regional Compact, includ-
ing New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Maryland, 
Virginia, and North Carolina. I support this as a good 
first step.

Party / District

Website

Candidate

As messages of misogyny, intolerance, bigotry and 
hate mount & federal laws protecting communities are 
dismantled, state action is essential. We must enact 
laws to protect rights of women, racial & religious 
minorities, persons with disabilities and low-wage 
earners. Ensuring a living wage, reproductive choice, 
pay equity, affordable housing & access to healthcare 
for all are crucial policy needs

Party / District

Website

Candidate

I support equal pay, sexual harassment legislation, 
cash bail reform, ban the box in employment and 
higher education, increased funding for special educa-
tion, and many other broad and targeted policies to 
ensure that all are treated fairly regardless of race, 
gender, religion, disability, or poverty.

I am a new comer to politics. I am a public speaker from 
NAMI Maryland, a journalist, and a certified nursing 
assistant. Whether taking care of a client, researching 
an article, or preparing a speech I believe I have the 
competency to make an absolutely splendid public 
official.

I believe keeping Maryland beautiful is one of my main 
priorities. This in part is to get our carbon footprint 
severely reduced. Continuing forms of alternative 
energies. We should take models from countries like 
Sweden in ending our landfills. We should have a 
committee for the most innovative environmental 
solutions. We can incorporate the best solution to keep 
Maryland beautiful, today.

We must not gerrymander towards republican dis-
tricts. We should;d attempt to have diverse district 
with relatively the same economic affluence.

We are all equal. We need this especially in the area 
of social justice. Police officers must be aware of this 
when patrolling our streets. There should be no al-
lowance for discrimination in the workplace. Any 
forms of sexual harassment should result in firings. 
Some people say ‘political correctness’ does more to 
hurt then help. I disagree. We must continue to fight 
against hate.

We must end MD’s racial discrimination in higher ed.; 
stop abusing the 14th Amend by barring ALL gerry-
mandering; strengthen the MD Declaration of Rights 
to fortify state laws even were U.S. Constitutional 
protections to erode; ensure access to the public courts 
by restricting mandatory arbitration; recruit and 
incentivize minorities into law enforcement; and end 
restrictions on jury awards.

I support increasing the minimum wage, paid family 
& medical leave, and pay equity. I co-sponsored the 
Trust Act and support preventing the criminalization of 
poverty. I led the successful fights to increase childcare 
subsidies, provide access to cost-free birth control, and 
to reform the sexual harassment and racial discrimi-
nation reporting system in the legislature and state 
government.

Throughout my life I have taken an active approach to 
citizenship. I have demonstrated my commitment to 
the public interest through my 15 years of service on 
civic boards, Democratic campaigns, and in our state 
legislature. I have a master’s in health policy from 
Johns Hopkins and a decade of professional health 
policy experience that I will draw upon to reduce 
health premiums for all Marylanders.

Climate change is real and it is being driven by our 
addictive consumption of fossil fuels. Thankfully, 
alternative technologies like wind and solar are 
becoming increasingly available, cost-effective, and 
viable in a wide array of markets; we must continue to 
incentivize the development and innovation of these 
technologies.

We must end gerrymandering now. Ensuring that 
districts are drawn fairly in a non-partisan manner will 
translate into improved representation. Redistricting 
reform will do much to restore voters’ confidence in our 
electoral democracy.

I oppose unlawful discrimination in any form. I believe 
that the best way to help disadvantaged people is to 
ensure that everyone has access to affordable health-
care and high quality education. With a healthy body 
and a healthy mind those who have struggled to suc-
ceed in society will stand a better chance at competing 
on a level playing field.

Candidates for Delegate
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Candidates for State Senator and Delegates - District 16 continued

marckorman.com

D - Democratic  /  District 16

D - Democratic  /  District 16

Jordan Cooper

Marc Korman

Cooper4MD.com

landemarc1.com

D - Democratic  /  District 16

Marc Lande

nuchhifordelegate.com

D - Democratic  /  District 16

Nuchhi Currier

votejoehennessey.com

D - Democratic  /  District 16

Joseph Aloysius Hennessey

I have been privileged to serve as a Delegate from 
District 16 for the past four years. Prior to that service, 
I was involved politically as my district’s Democratic 
Party committee member. I also was involved civically 
as chair of the Western Montgomery County Citizens 
Advisory Board and an officer on the board of the 
Bethesda Urban Partnership.

Climate change is the most significant overall environ-
mental challenge we face. It will have significant ef-
fects in Maryland because of the amount of coast line 
we have. Although we cannot solve climate change 
alone, we can lead the way by dramatically reducing 
the amount of fossil fuels we use for energy. I have 
championed energy storage to allow better use of 
intermittent renewables.

I would like to see national changes that require all 
states to move to non-partisan redistricting commis-
sions. In the meantime, Maryland can make strides by 
applying the rules that apply to our state legislative 
boundaries (compactness, contiguity, and respect for 
political subdivisions) to our Congressional districts. 
I am a co-sponsor of the bipartisan HB 1022 which 
would achieve that purpos

Qualifications
How does your experience prepare you for 
the duties of this office?

Redistricting

Environment

What changes, if any, do you support in 
the process for drawing congressional and 
legislative district lines in Maryland?

What are the most significant 
environmental challenges and how will you 
address them?

Discrimination
What policies will you support to address 
discrimination based on race, gender, 
religion, disability, or poverty?

Qualifications
How does your experience prepare you for 
the duties of this office?

Redistricting

Environment

What changes, if any, do you support in 
the process for drawing congressional and 
legislative district lines in Maryland?

What are the most significant 
environmental challenges and how will you 
address them?

Discrimination
What policies will you support to address 
discrimination based on race, gender, 

religion, disability, or poverty?

delegatearianakelly.com

D - Democratic  /  District 16

Ariana Kelly

http://www.marckorman.com
http://www.Cooper4MD.com
http://www.landemarc1.com
http://nuchhifordelegate.com
http://www.votejoehennessey.com/
http://www.delegatearianakelly.com
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I’m an educator, organizer, and technology problem 
solver who will help renew public institutions and 
spur economic growth. I teach computer science in 
the same classroom where I was once a student; as 
MCPS’s 2016 Rising Star Teacher of the Year, I know 
how to build schools of the future. I also worked as a 
government technology consultant for IBM and as an 
organizer for the 2012 Obama campaign.

Climate change looms large over humanity’s future. I’ll 
fight to reduce and reverse greenhouse gas emissions 
by: supporting transit infrastructure that gets people 
out of cars; making electric vehicles more affordable 
for those who have to drive; prioritizing the use of 
renewable energy; pricing carbon; and supporting 
a climate mobilization on the scale of World War II’s 
home front efforts.

I support non-partisan redistricting measures like 
independent commissions. Absent federal directives 
to end partisan gerrymandering, I favor regional com-
pacts that use interstate cooperation to trigger struc-
tural reforms and allow us to bring along neighboring 
red states like Virginia.

I’m a senior leader in the House, having served as the 
Chair of the Montgomery County Delegation, House 
Majority Leader and now Chairman of the Environment 
& Transportation Committee. Professionally, I am an 
accountant and the CFO of a company in Rockville. 
My financial background and public policy experience 
make me uniquely qualified.

The League of Conservation Voters named me 
ENVIRONMENTAL LEGISLATOR OF THE YEAR for ban-
ning fracking. This year I passed a law to ban offshore 
oil drilling. The top concern is global climate change. I 
was behind the first bipartisan renewable energy law. 
Also, I have worked to protect the Bay by forcing our 
governor to reduce farm and urban pollution. See: 
http://bit.ly/Barve2017EnviroAward.

I support independent redistricting commissions to set 
congressional districts as long as all states participate. 
Gerrymandering in states like Pennsylvania, Texas and 
Ohio has resulted in a permanent institutional GOP 
majority despite a majority of Americans voting for 
Democratic congressional candidates. I also support 
independent commissions for state redistricting.

My immigrant family and I know first-hand the pain of 
discrimination. Along with the above groups, we must 
protect people based on sexuality, immigration status, 
and non-conforming gender identity. I’ll support a 
variety of legal protections, but no such measure can 
match the power of using our schools both to integrate 
our community and to create lasting cultural change in 
the younger generation.

I have served three terms in the Maryland House of 
Delegates where I have made health care, education, 
transportation and the environment top priorities. I 
have worked at the Maryland Department of Housing 
and for History Associates Incorporated. I have served 
on the Americana Center Condominium Board and on 
other non profit boards. My experience has prepared 
me for the many legislative duties.

First and foremost Maryland must continue to upgrade 
its renewable energy portfolio which requires utility 
companies to provide a certain percentage of energy 
from renewable resources. The percentage needs to 
increase steadily every few years and the portfolio 
should transform from an emphasis on renewable 
energy to an emphasis on clean energy.

Maryland’s congressional redistricting process is cur-
rently under review by the United States Supreme 
Court. The Court is reviewing Wisconsin’s policies at the 
same time. I support a system which promotes more 
general election toss up districts. In Maryland this 
would probably mean that 2 congressional districts 
would be toss ups based on past voter behavior.

The Maryland African American Caucus has laid out 
a far reaching agenda to support Historically Black 
Colleges and Universities, reform the bail process and 
support expunging certain criminal records. I stand 
with these proposals. I also support increasing funding 
for persons with disabilities. I have voted to curtail the 
parental rights of rapists, and to support the transgen-
der community.

Demographically, Montgomery County is the future 
- we are now where the rest of country will be by 
2050. We have the opportunity to be a model for how 
government can effectively serve increasingly diverse 
populations and create inclusive communities. My 
background as an attorney and activist has prepared 
me to provide the progressive leadership and vision we 
need in Annapolis going forward.

Man-made climate change is the most pressing 
environmental issue of our lifetime. We must wean 
ourselves off of carbon-based fuels, and I favor dou-
bling our renewable energy commitment to 50% by 
2030 as a means of doing so. I also favor exploring the 
implementation of a carbon tax which will indirectly 
catalyze and encourage the use of renewable energy 
sources like solar and wind power.

I favor the interstate compact approach sponsored 
by then-Sen Jaime Raskin as a reasonable means of 
taking the politics out of the redistricting process. If 
we are to ensure voters remain engaged and do not 
feel disenfranchised, we must inject integrity into the 
process.

I will support policies that reduce income inequality 
and empower working families like paid sick leave, 
and an increase in the statewide minimum wage. I will 
address the affordable housing crisis ensuring that we 
incent developers to build more affordable housing. I 
will seek to close the achievement gap in education 
by expanding access to early education, and 
securing school construction funds

As a person of color, I have experienced discrimination. 
I worked against all these forms of discrimination and I 
would include discrimination based on sexual orienta-
tion and gender identification. The main emphasis 
should be on poverty and the disappearance of the 
middle class. See what I have to say in detail: www.
kumarbarve.com/issues/economy.

I was the Policy Director for the ACLU of Maryland 
for four years. During that time, I drafted bills, ed-
ited bills, brought together coalitions, testified, wrote 
testimony, lobbied, worked on amendments, created 
relationships with legislators and advocates, worked 
with advocates on opposing sides and was deeply 
enmeshed in the entire legislative process. This =has 
prepared me for the job.

There are many significant environmental challenges, 
especially in light of the environmental devastation 
coming out of Washington. I will work with advo-
cates and colleagues to address what we can, from 
increasing our reliance on renewables, to promoting 
better options for transit to get the cars off the road, 
to continuing to clean up the Bay, and everything in 
between.

I believe we should have a non-partisan commission 
draw our districts. The gerrymandering for which 
Maryland has become famous is wrong and should be 
changed.

Candidates for Delegate Candidates for Delegate

samirpaul.com

D - Democratic  /  District 16

D - Democratic  /  District 16

Sara Love

Samir Paul

saralove2018.com

R - Republican  /  District 17

Josephine J. Wang

wangformaryland.com

D - Democratic  /  District 17

Cheryl C. Kagan

cherylkagan.org

Unopposed candidates.  
See vote411.org or 
lwvmocomd.org for candidate 
information.

Candidates for State Senator

R - Republican  /  District 17

George Ivan Hernandez

None provided

Unopposed Candidate.  
See vote411.org or 
lwvmocomd.org for candidate 
information.

I am a physician and a scientist who believes in the 
ideal of having citizen-legislators serve briefly in 
office, accomplish their goals, and then move on to 
other challenges, allowing other citizens to provide 
their energy and input into public office. My work as 
a psychiatry resident physician exposed me to some of 
the most marginalized in our society and simply put, I 
want to do my part.

We need to increase the proportion of renewable 
energy powering Maryland and the best way to do it 
is the 100% Clean and Renewable Energy Act which 
aims to power Maryland through renewable energy by 
2035. Cleaning the Chesapeake Bay and finding fund-
ing to do it with the anticipated cuts in federal support 
is another top priority.

I believe strongly in creating districts in a non-partisan 
way, by a commission of experts, that enshrines the 
principle of “1 person = 1 vote”, creating districts of 
roughly equal population without regard to political 
affiliations.

I reject all forms of discrimination, including on the 
grounds of race, gender, religion, disability, poverty, 
etc. In addition to enshrining a rejection of discrimi-
nation on these grounds in law, I am in favor of an 
“Equality Commission” with the power to investigate 
and issue sanctions against individuals and companies 
that violate these principles.

doctoralfordelegate.nationbuilder.com

D - Democratic  /  District 17

Esam Al-Shareffi

kumarbarve.com

D - Democratic  /  District 17

Kumar P. Barve
D - Democratic  /  District 17

Jim Gilchrist

None provided

D - Democratic  /  District 17

Julian Haffner

julianhaffner.com

(District 17 continues next page)

I have spent my career advocating for social justice, 
from an early case as private attorney litigating a 
mortgage discrimination case through my time at the 
ACLU. I support anti-discrimination policies.

Candidates for Delegate Candidates for Delegate
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My work representing District 17 on the Board of 
Education for the last 6 years, and my experience as 
a staff member in the General Assembly, as well as 3 
years as VP of Legislation for MCCPTA, among other 
things have allowed me to forge relationships across 
the state. I have a reputation for collaboration and 
team work and an ability to network with all sides for 
the good of the community.

Addressing the health of the Chesapeake Bay, climate 
change, environmental pollution and sustaining a 
green future would be among my priorities. A lot more 
needs to be done about sensitizing our communi-
ties about their devastating impact on our world. I 
would be very supportive of funds and legislation to 
strengthen existing laws that promote environmental-
ly-friendly behavior.

Equity should be the shared interest of all stakehold-
ers. We must reach out to our affected constituents get 
their input and collaborate with them before decisions 
are made. Any changes that I will support would be 
the ones that empower voters who are tradition-
ally excluded from the political process. I support the 
creation of an independent nonpartisan redistricting 
commission.

I’ve spent my life serving the public, from my career 
as a surgeon in the most underserved communities 
here and abroad, as well as my civil rights work on 
behalf of the most marginalized groups in America, 
public health advocate, and defending women against 
domestic violence and invasions of bodily autonomy. 
I’ve staffed the County Council, worked on the Hill and 
spent 15 years lobbying Annapolis.

Global warming is an ongoing planetary existential ca-
tastrophe. I support the Clean Renewable Energy and 
Equity Act for 100% clean energy in Maryland by 2035. 
My other priority is dealing with endocrine disruptors, 
a field in which I’ve done groundbreaking research. 
Such compounds threaten human fertility and sexual 
development.

I support a non-partisan, independent redistricting 
commission, which I would like to see created along 
with Virginia. I support President Obama’s and AG 
Holder’s efforts at reform. I expect SCOTUS will resolve 
this issue in either the Gill or the Benisek case, or both, 
this spring.

Party / District

Website

Candidate

I am proud of my work on the Board and as chair of the 
Special Populations Committee where I have champi-
oned policies, practices, and training that foster zero 
tolerance for discrimination among our students and 
staff. I have worked with county agencies on innova-
tive programs like The Choose Respect Conference that 
address teen and gender violence. I will do even more 
at the state level.

Party / District

Website

Candidate

We must attack discrimination and structural racism 
head-on. The best thing we can do to address discrimi-
nation is dismantle the structures that allow this virus. 
We must end the school-to-prison pipeline, pass pay 
equity legislation, eliminate the criminalization of 
poverty, and support our neighbors with disabilities. I 
support equity and justice. I’ll fight for it every day in 
the state Senate.

I led the four campaigns in Maryland to protect and 
then defend the trans community. I have worked on 
marriage equality, racial discrimination, and sup-
ported efforts in the courts to protect gay and trans 
persons for the past decade. Currently I am the lead 
working to streamline the receipt of appropriate iden-
tity documents for the trans community, and working 
to ban conversion therapy.

I’m serving my second term on the Rockville City 
Council and previously led three citizen advisory 
boards. A scientist by training, I bring a facts-based 
approach to policymaking. In office, I’ve pushed for 
progressive reforms including banned smoking in 
outdoor dining areas, created a water conservation 
program for low-income residents, and sponsored the 
Fostering Community Trust Act.

Climate change is undoubtedly the most pressing 
issue. Without action to mitigate and adapt to the 
impacts of climate change, all other environmental 
goals will be much more difficult, including restor-
ing the Chesapeake Bay and protecting habitats. At a 
minimum, Maryland needs to adopt a new statewide 
renewable energy target of 50% by the year 2030 and 
to invest more in public transportation.

Maryland should be ashamed to have one of the most 
gerrymandered congressional districts in the nation. 
I support the plan proposed by then-State Senator 
Jamie Raskin to have Maryland and Virginia form a 
compact for both states to redistrict simultaneously. As 
a result, both states would get more compact districts 
without changing the net partisan makeup of the U.S. 
House of Representatives.

Maryland has been a leader, but additional reforms are 
needed. 1) Reform the bail system, which holds poor 
people in jail even when they don’t pose a risk. End 
cash bail for misdemeanors and non-violent charges, 
as other states are considering. 2) Enact the Maryland 
SAFE Act, which would keep law enforcement focused 
on fighting crime rather than enforcing federal civil 
immigration laws.

I have spent my entire working life helping those 
in need. First, running the Marshall-Brennan 
Constitutional Literacy Project with Jamie Raskin, 
teaching students’ rights and voter rights in D.C. and 
MoCo High Schools, then by creating the Financial 
Literacy Foundation, teaching disadvantaged teens 
financial management skills, and finally creating gyms 
where kids of any ability can be successful.

Maryland lags behind in supporting green energy and 
has only recently taken steps to remove trash incinera-
tors from the Tier 1 list of renewable energy sources. 
My policies would include changing the requirements 
of the RPS to include only green energy in Tier 1 while 
eliminating dirty energy sources, fast tracking the 
percentage requirements for renewable energy, and 
investing in solar and wind.

Gerrymandering is a serious issue in this country and 
flies in the face of equal representation. In Maryland’s 
case, I believe an independent commission should 
draw district lines and computer software should be 
used to ensure that the results reflect the composition 
of the people’s will. I believe that regardless of party 
affiliation, elected officials should strive to support 
fairness in voting.

I support a Maryland free of discrimination and 
support the work of the Maryland Commission on 
Civil Rights and other organization who fight to end 
discrimination. As a lawyer, I believe that all Maryland 
lawyers should be required to volunteer for at least 
one pro-bono discrimination case each year. Using the 
judiciary as the catalyst for change would force change 
where the legislature fails.

michellecarhart.com

D - Democratic  /  District 18

Michelle Carhart
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D - Democratic  /  District 17

Julie Palakovich Carr

juliepalakovichcarr.com

D - Democratic  /  District 18

Jeff Waldstreicher

Born and raised in Montgomery County, I’ve been 
honored to serve in the Maryland House of Delegates 
for three terms. I’m now running for our vacant State 
Senate seat. I’m proud to represent our shared pro-
gressive values. And when it comes to constituent 
service--from power outages to potholes--I’m always 
happy to help. My office prides itself on being friendly, 
accessible, and responsive.

As a father, I want to make sure my children inherit a 
planet that is better than I found it. Climate change 
remains the most important environmental challenge 
of our time. We’ve made historic strides in Maryland, 
including a robust commitment to green energy, but 
there is still more to do. As for the Bay, I fully support 
continued funding of our dedicated Chesapeake Bay 
Trust fund.

I support an independent, nonpartisan commission to 
draw both congressional and legislative district lines in 
Maryland.

jeffwaldstreicher.com

R - Republican  /  District 18

Linda Willard

lindawillardfordelegate.com

Qualifications
How does your experience prepare you for 
the duties of this office?

Redistricting

Environment

What changes, if any, do you support in 
the process for drawing congressional and 
legislative district lines in Maryland?

What are the most significant 
environmental challenges and how will you 
address them?

Discrimination
What policies will you support to address 
discrimination based on race, gender, 
religion, disability, or poverty?

Qualifications
How does your experience prepare you for 
the duties of this office?

Redistricting

Environment

What changes, if any, do you support in 
the process for drawing congressional and 
legislative district lines in Maryland?

What are the most significant 
environmental challenges and how will you 
address them?

Discrimination
What policies will you support to address 
discrimination based on race, gender, 

religion, disability, or poverty?

D - Democratic  /  District 17

Rebecca Smondrowski

None provided

D - Democratic  /  District 18

Dana Beyer

danabeyer.com

Candidates for State Senator

Candidates for State Senator

District 18:  No Republican 
candidates for Senator

Unopposed Candidate.  
See vote411.org or 
lwvmocomd.org for candidate 
information.

Candidates for Delegate

http://michellecarhart.com
http://juliepalakovichcarr.com
http://www.jeffwaldstreicher.com
http://www.lindawillardfordelegate.com
http://danabeyer.com
http://www.vote411.org
https://www.lwvmocomd.org
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Right out of KU, I worked for a non-profit in NYC help-
ing inmates on Rikers Island transition back in to the 
community. Additionally, I’ve worked as a legislative 
aide with the NYC city council. Currently, in addition 
to my job with the DOJ, I volunteer on two advisory 
boards in the community. I believe that each of these 
experiences have prepared me to be an effective advo-
cate for the district.

I think out biggest challenges are: keeping the 
Chesapeake clean, limiting the amount of plastic and 
foam containers in circulation and generating clean 
energy. I would propose banning foam containers and 
expanding opportunities for clean energy production 
though legislation.

Maryland’s legislative map is among the worst cases of 
gerrymandering in the nation. Due to the political lay 
of the land, that helps the Democratic Party. However, 
that makes it no less wrong than if were to benefit 
another party. This is due to the fact that such prac-
tices subvert the health of democracy. As a result, I 
am in favor of using an apolitical process to determine 
districts.

I have nearly 20 years of experience in public service, 
local leadership, and political activism. I’m an elected 
local government Council Member in Chevy Chase and 
was a senior Obama Administration appointee, being 
the only candidate in this race to have served the pub-
lic at both the local and federal level. I’ll bring a unique 
combination of policy know-how and experience to 
the job in Annapolis.

Combating climate change is our greatest environ-
mental challenge. I taught environmental education in 
the Peace Corps and managed solar energy programs 
at the U.S. Department of Energy and have unique 
practical expertise on energy and the environment 
amongst the candidates. I will fight Trump’s attempts 
to drill off Maryland’s coast and work to ensure make 
Maryland a national environmental leader.

Maryland is one of the most gerrymandered states 
in our country and, if elected, I’ll advocate for the 
implementation of the recommendations of the in-
dependent citizen commission to transparently draw 
districts using objective and nonpartisan criteria. I am 
an enthusiastic supporter of my 9-year old daughter 
and wife who co-wrote The United Shapes of America, 
an anti-gerrymandering coloring book.

As a member of minority community, I will not toler-
ate any legislation or practices that discriminate or are 
designed to disproportionately affect people based 
on their race, gender, sexual orientation, health and 
economic status.

milanofordelegate.com

D - Democratic  /  District 18

I am an attorney by training, and have spent the last 
decade working to advance progressive policies at the 
federal, state and local level. Professionally, I fight to 
ensure access to high quality healthcare for patients 
with kidney disease, rare diseases and cancer. Locally, 
I have served on numerous boards of local community 
groups and have been heavily involved in our local 
Democratic Party.

As a public health advocate, I am especially passionate 
about clean air, clean water, and investing in reliable 
public transportation. If elected, I would support in-
creasing the amount of energy the state derives from 
renewable sources, limiting the use of antibiotics for 
nontherapeutic purposes in livestock, and expanding 
the plastic bag fee statewide.

Gerrymandered districts have resulted in power being 
taken from the voters. However, in the 21 states that 
have currently enacted redistricting commissions, 
many of them are currently set up to give the majority 
party more seats on the commission, which results in 
control of the process. I support the formation of an 
independent commission that limits the direct partici-
pation of elected officials.

Discrimination exists against persons of color through-
out our community in educational opportunities; ac-
cess to healthcare; and treatment within the criminal 
justice system. If elected, I will work to correct our 
broken school construction funding formula; will 
champion bold changes to our health system; and 
will work to improve police accountability and end the 
criminalization of poverty.

I have spent my career in public service & education - as 
a high school teacher in Baltimore City, a school system 
administrator in DC Public Schools, & an advisor in the 
U.S. Senate. I know how to implement policy & I know 
how to write & pass laws to improve our community. 
I’ve worked across Maryland for progressive policies 
& will be able to build the coalitions needed to help 
Montgomery County.

The most pressing challenge is climate change. We 
need to lower our greenhouse gas emissions, whether 
from power generation, transportation, or agriculture. 
We must hit our state goal of reducing emissions by 
40% by 2030. We need to increase our investments 
in public transit & infrastructure not focused on cars. 
I am also an enthusiastic supporter of increasing our 
renewable portfolio standards.

I support creating a non-partisan committee to draw 
our congressional & legislative district lines. When the 
legislature controls the process, it is subject to inher-
ent bias that disenfranchises voters. Gerrymandering 
undermines the public’s faith in fair elections. Voters 
should pick their elected officials, not the other way 
around.

Discrimination is unacceptable no matter the form or 
venue. I will work hard to protect women’s reproduc-
tive rights, fight discrimination in the workplace, & 
help ensure women earn equal pay. I will be a strong 
supporter of legislation to ban the sharing of salary 
history when switching jobs & would promote paid 
family leave. I will also fight for policies that 
close the equity gap in our state.

As a Chevy Chase Town Council Member, I fought 
hate speech by organizing a public forum combating 
the distribution of hateful flyers in my town. I also 
successfully fought for our town’s employees to have 
fully covered disability insurance. And I have fought for 
years against Islamophobia on MSNBC and FOX News. 
I strongly support full funding for Developmental 
Disabilities Administration programs.

Leslie Milano

Having represented District 18 since 2007 and re-elect-
ed twice, I have deep relationships and knowledge 
about the needs of my community. I am proud of my 
track record of success working to solve local problems 
& championing passage of over 30 bills through the 
House & Senate and signed into law. I am proud to be 
endorsed by Senator Van Hollen, Congressman Raskin, 
Teachers, Sierra Club & more.

Climate change is our most significant challenge. I am 
proud of my record on energy efficiency and clean, re-
newable energy sources. I supported successful efforts 
to partner with other states on regional and national 
initiatives. More must be done including cleaning up 
our electricity generation by raising the RPS and end-
ing incentives for dirty fuels such as municipal waste 
and black liquor.

I voted against the current map and support best 
practices for drawing districts. I prefer a more inclusive 
process and the use of an independent commission 
for drawing compact districts. I wrote and introduced 
legislation to implement these reforms in Maryland 
and will continue to do so in re-elected.

rubinfordelegate.com

D - Democratic  /  District 18

Joel Rubin

Candidates for Delegate

voteronfranks.com

D - Democratic  /  District 18

Ron Franks

Candidates for Delegate

milajohns.com

D - Democratic   /  District 18

Mila Johns

I have spent decades working with government agen-
cies at the federal, state, and county levels. My effec-
tive advocacy lead to my receiving the Congressional 
Unsung Hero Award. I’m a survivor of violence and use 
every aspect of life to do something positive with what 
I’ve learned through healing and by standing with 
others. My passionate leadership will serve district 18 
well.

Global warming and climate change are my highest 
priority. What we know from research is that life and 
health will look very differently – even if we make 
dramatic changes in how we live to reduce waste 
and pollution. Health, education, economic strength, 
employment, housing – all of this can and will be 
impacted. Focus on environmental protection, build 
community resilience, incentivize change.

Congressional lines should be drawn to represent the 
people – Republican and Democrat, where representa-
tion is proportional. Given how advanced technology 
is, I think we should consider using software to draw 
district lines that are proportional and fair –where 
human influence does not give any party an advantage.

I believe in our civil rights laws aimed at protecting all. 
I promote inclusion, educating about and celebrating 
many religions and traditions to build acceptance and 
understanding, providing access to a full range of life 
(education, employment, social, etc.) activities for 
individuals with disabilities, a livable and fair wage 
and wage equality, and jail diversion programs with 
job training.

votehelga.com

D - Democratic  /  District 18

Helga Luest

I am the executive director of a public health organi-
zation and have two decades of executive leadership 
experience, a public policy graduate degree, and 20+ 
years of volunteerism with grassroots issues. We need 
a fierce negotiator who can bring fresh innovative so-
lutions, sustainable economic growth, and the ability 
to create buy-in to ensure we achieve results. We need 
more women at the table.

Our air and water are compromised. We need new 
innovative solutions. I will work to: mandate green 
spaces as part of developer contracts, invest in clean, 
renewable energy, ban the most harmful chemi-
cals, champion the Clean Energy Act, clean up the 
Chesapeake Bay, and invest in public transit, electric 
buses, etc. I’m endorsed by former Maryland Governor 
Parris Glendening, environmental advocate.

I support an independent bipartisan or nonpartisan 
commission to determine redistricting. We can’t 
champion gerrymandering when it benefits us, but 
argue against it when the outcomes hurt us. We lose 
moral authority if we choose our platforms on how 
they benefit our party only.

Hate-filled groups are emboldened. We have current 
discriminatory laws as well. We must ensure: stricter 
penalties for hate crimes, stronger equal pay laws, 
paid parental leave, tax-free childcare, investment in 
mental health, supporting LGBTQ youth, the Safe Act 
to protect law-abiding immigrants who live in fear, 
bail bond reform, $15 min wage, and support for those 
with disabilities.

solomonforMD.com

D - Democratic  /  District 18D - Democratic  /  District 18

Emily Shetty Jared Solomon

emilyshetty.com

I hold a Masters degree from American University in 
Middle East Studies. Professionally, I served as a ter-
rorism analyst at the Nat’l Consortium for the Study 
of Terrorism & Responses to Terrorism. My community 
activism includes 13+ years as a pro-choice clinic es-
cort, serving on the Exec Board of Silver Creek Middle 
School’s PTA, & as Volunteer Coordinator for the MoCo 
Woman’s Democratic Club.

The most significant environmental challenge is 
climate change. Thus, I support a Carbon Fee and 
Dividend (CF&D) policy that imposes a gradually in-
creasing cost on carbon emissions at the source, then 
redistributes the proceeds to everyone in the state. 
I support the idea that 80% of the collected fees be 
returned to the citizens, with the remaining 20% chan-
neled to Green Infrastructure fund.

I strongly support non-partisan commission systems 
for redistricting. Maryland is among the most ger-
rymandered states in the country, and while I as a 
Democrat enjoy the advantages the current districts 
have for our party, on a fundamental level I believe the 
practice is deeply corrosive to democracy.

I support policies targeted at the systemic socio-
economic underpinnings of some discrimination: 
universal pre-k, paid parental leave, higher minimum 
wages, and greater investment in schools. I believe we 
need laws strengthening pay equity, cracking down on 
gender and sexual orientation discrimination. I believe 
in affirmative action.

alcarr.org

D - Democratic  /  District 18

Al Carr

I support equal rights and reforms to our civil & crimi-
nal justice systems so that outcomes are not deter-
mined by income or skin color. I support improvements 
to state agencies so that we do not unduly burden 
financially fragile people. In light of federal attacks on 
the ADA we must strengthen state laws protecting the 
disabled. I believe that a person’s gender should not 
determine a person’s pay.

http://www.milanofordelegate.com
http://www.rubinfordelegate.com
http://voteronfranks.com
http://www.milajohns.com
http://www.votehelga.com
http://www.solomonforMD.com
http://www.emilyshetty.com
http://www.alcarr.org
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I am Computer Scientist which gives me a unique per-
spective when it comes to reviewing proposals. When I 
look at legislation, I look at facts, figures, and historical 
data so we can see the short term and long term im-
pacts in order to conceptualize what it will actually do. 
This viewpoint ensures that I am doing the right thing 
for Maryland rather than what just sounds good.

Climate change is our biggest threat. I believe we need 
to get to 100% renewable energy as fast as possible. 
We also need to look at waste in this state. We need to 
make sure we are getting as close to 100% recyclables 
as well. If we can change how we get power and re-
duce our waste and trash we can start to reverse the 
effects of climate change.

I am against the practice of gerrymandering. It is a 
form if disenfranchisement. I believe electoral lines 
should be drawn by a non-partisan commission. I 
believe it is up to the people to choose their represen-
tatives and not the other way around. Drawing lines 
fairly ensures that everyone’s voice is heard.

Assistant State’s Attorney for Montgomery County; 
Appointed by Montgomery County Council to serve 
3-year term on Merit System Protection Board; Elected 
by District 19 voters to serve 4-year term on the 
Montgomery County Democratic Central Committee; 
President of the Legislative District 19 Democratic 
Club; Member of Board of Directors Tivoli Home 
Owners Assoc.; and PTA President-Glenallan ES.

o Climate Change-laws to create carbon tax and to ban 
certain pesticide use, Styrofoam use. o Chesapeake Bay 
-laws to ensure continued clean up. o Deforestation-
laws to improve and update the forest conservation 
laws. o Alternative Energy-laws to support clean re-
newable energy sources such as wind and solar energy.

Redistricting should only occur when there is a 
demonstrated need to preserve balance and a sense 
of fairness or equity to a congressional or legislative 
district. I believe a non-partisan commission should 
be created that will draw congressional and legislative 
district lines in a legal, equitable, population based 
and constitutional manner.

Party / District

Website

Candidate

delegatebrian.com

D - Democratic  /  District 19

Party / District

Website

Candidate

In this moment in time it is more important than ever 
for us to honor the diversity that makes our communi-
ties stronger. I have sponsored legislation to provide for 
compensation when a person is discriminated against 
in a public accommodation; i co-sponsored bills and 
advocated for Maryland Dreamers and The Trust Act. 
Including our diversity in our education curriculum is 
essential as well.

I am decorated combat veteran. I have been in Army 
National Guard for 19 years and currently service as a 
Major. I am a member of the MCDCC. In 2017, I volun-
teered in the legislative office of State Senator Roger 
Manno. My record of service to our country, state, 
county, and district coupled with my life experiences 
uniquely qualify me to be a leader for District 19 in 
Annapolis on day one.

In my opinion, the significant challenges we face are 
centered around climate change and preparing for the 
green jobs of the future. I support strengthening the 
Renewable Portfolio Standard (RPS) to reach 100% 
clean energy. Additionally, I will continue to work on 
the Clean Energy Workforce Account as I did in State 
Senator Roger Manno’s office to invest in green job ap-
prenticeship programs.

While I do not support the current configuration of 
Maryland’s Congressional District, I do support the 
current process for drawing congressional and legis-
lative districts in Maryland. I am in favor of the idea 
proposed by Congressman Jamie Raskin that states in 
the Mid-Atlantic region agree to move to independent 
commissions collectively.

Discrimination should not be tolerated at any level. I 
would seek to add to the diversity of decision makers 
by extending public campaign finance options to all 
electoral races. In my opinion, the first step to eradicat-
ing discrimination is to have reflective representation 
making decision that effect our community which will 
allow for holistic decision making.

To address these problems we should ensure that 
opportunities are given to minorities. One example 
would be equal pay. Women and minorities should 
be making the same as a white man for the same 
work. I believe in empowering women, the LGBT com-
munity, and minorities. I also believe that if we offer 
free college, paid time off, a living wage, and universal 
healthcare, it will help these groups.

As an African American woman who has faced multi-
ple levels of discrimination, I know that the “challenge” 
with combating any discrimination is addressed by 
passing laws that ban discrimination; insure that the 
laws passed are rigorously enforced; and, by educa-
tion. Discrimination is not innate—it is learned. Let’s 
teach and let all learn fairness, equality and respect for 
each other.

Brian Crider

voteforcharlotte.com

D - Democratic  /  District 19

Charlotte Crutchfield

Candidates for Delegate

Candidates for Delegate

Candidates for State Senator and Delegates - District 19

D - Democratic  /  District 19

Bonnie Cullison

As a former special educator, a local union president 
and a two-term delegate, I have learned that col-
laboration is essential to listen to diverse perspectives 
and work to bring groups with competing interests to-
gether to reach consensus. That has served me well in 
Annapolis and I have been appointed a Deputy Majority 
Whip and chair of the Insurance Subcommittee of the 
HGO Committee.

We must get agreement among Maryland and at least 
contiguous states to be more aggressive in developing 
safe renewable energy systems and more conscien-
tious about recycling. New building requirements 
should include the use of solar power and geo-thermal 
technology. Policies and programs that include incen-
tives should be developed and implemented in col-
laboration with the construction industry.

After participating in the redistricting process in 2012, 
I recognize that we need to be more circumspect in 
this. Therefore I would advocate for a state commis-
sion, appointed by the presiding officers based on 
party proportional representation, to create the dis-
tricts. Population should be the primary factor, but the 
commission could consider other factors it determines 
to be important.

cullisonformaryland.com

D - Democratic  /  District 19

Marlin Jenkins

marlinformaryland.com

Candidates for State Senator

R - Republican  /  District 19

Alirio E. Martinez, Jr.   

None provided

D - Democratic  /  District 19

Ben Kramer

benkramer.org

Unopposed candidates.  
See vote411.org or 
lwvmocomd.org for candidate 
information.

R - Republican  /  District 19

Helen Domenici

None provided

R - Republican  /  District 19

Dave Pasti

pastifordelegate.com

Unopposed candidates.  
See vote411.org or 
lwvmocomd.org for candidate 
information.

R - Republican  /  District 19

Martha Schaerr

marthaformaryland.com

Qualifications
How does your experience prepare you for 
the duties of this office?

Redistricting

Environment

What changes, if any, do you support in 
the process for drawing congressional and 
legislative district lines in Maryland?

What are the most significant 
environmental challenges and how will you 
address them?

Discrimination
What policies will you support to address 
discrimination based on race, gender, 
religion, disability, or poverty?

Qualifications
How does your experience prepare you for 
the duties of this office?

Redistricting

Environment

What changes, if any, do you support in 
the process for drawing congressional and 
legislative district lines in Maryland?

What are the most significant 
environmental challenges and how will you 
address them?

Discrimination
What policies will you support to address 
discrimination based on race, gender, 

religion, disability, or poverty?

http://www.delegatebrian.com
http://www.voteforcharlotte.com
http://www.cullisonformaryland.com
http://www.marlinformaryland.com
http://www.benkramer.org
http://www.vote411.org
https://www.lwvmocomd.org
http://www.pastifordelegate.com
http://www.vote411.org
https://www.lwvmocomd.org
http://marthaformaryland.com
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I work as a regulatory attorney, and therefore read 
statutes and regulations for a living. I have served in 
the White House Domestic Policy Council for President 
Obama and as the Policy Director for then-State 
Senator Jamie Raskin’s congressional campaign. I’ve 
also served on the boards of the Action Committee for 
Transit and the Montgomery County Renters Alliance.

The most pressing challenge is climate change. We 
have a tremendous opportunity to turn this threat 
into an opportunity by investing in clean, renewable 
energy. We should also increase funding for transit 
infrastructure, which will provide alternatives to traf-
fic congestion, create good-paying jobs, and reduce 
harmful emissions.

I support an independent redistricting commission 
to draw district lines based on nonpartisan consid-
erations. No matter what political party you’re in, 
gerrymandering is wrong. It allows legislators to 
choose their voters instead of the voters choosing their 
elected officials, and depresses turnout in the process. 
Maryland should end this undemocratic practice.

I am an immigration and special education attorney 
and advocate. I have advocated to members of US 
Congress, State Assembly & County. I have reviewed 
and analyzed laws and regulations and have drafted 
legal memorandums of law based on said regula-
tions. I have served my community by providing free 
legal clinics and participating on panel discussions to 
educate residents.

The most significant environmental challenges are 
dirty energy, climate change and healthy food chal-
lenges. I am in favor of an environmentally safe 
Maryland. From keeping Maryland safe from oil and 
gas companies that want to start drilling to sup-
porting our local farm and farmers as well as solar 
energy. Therefore, I will support policies to address 
these issues.

Until further review, I do not see where I could recom-
mend changes to the congressional legislative district 
lines.

I support paid parental leave (with a “daddy quota”) 
and paid childcare to address the gender pay gay. To 
reform the discriminatory criminal justice system, I will 
work to end solitary confinement, stop the construction 
of new prisons, eradicate cash bail, facilitate successful 
reentry, and oppose the expansion of prison sentences. 
I also support the rights of LGTBQ+ individuals.

I have 20 years’ experience in Annapolis. I helped 
write and pass the Maryland Farms and Families Act. I 
worked with the Public Safety and Policing Workgroup 
and the Justice Reinvestment Commission on reform 
legislation and helped develop the policy guidelines. 
I championed the bill to establish the Commission on 
the School to Prison Pipeline and Restorative Practices 
and serve on the Commission.

Climate change is the most significant environmental 
challenge of our time. To address it, I will champion a 
shift to 100% renewable energy by 2035. I support a 
carbon tax and dividend model like the one being con-
sidered in DC. We must also reform of our food system, 
and I’ve worked for years to make it more sustainable 
for our environment, healthier for our bodies, and 
more economically just.

I support an independent commission for state dis-
tricts and a national commission for congressional 
districts, to address the gerrymandering plaguing 
our system. In the absence of a national commission, 
I support Maryland working in a compact with a ma-
jority Republican state, with both agreeing to have an 
independent commission redraw their congressional 
districts.

We must end institutionalized racism in all of its forms. 
I have worked for two decades to reform our criminal 
justice system, and I intend to expand this work. I will 
work to end the opportunity gap in our schools; fight 
environmental racism; support equitable and afford-
able housing and transit; protect voting rights; and 
address gender pay equity and sexual harassment in 
the workplace.

I’ve spent my career advancing social & economic jus-
tice as a grassroots organizer, nonprofit policy attorney 
and progressive political consultant. I’ve worked at or-
ganizations promoting civil liberties, election reform, 
women’s empowerment, immigrant rights, smart 
growth, & more. I’ve also been intimately involved in 
electoral politics, having managed campaigns for Rep. 
Jamie Raskin & many more.

I believe climate change (and nuclear weapons) are the 
greatest threat to humankind’s continued existence. 
That’s why I cosponsored legislation to push Maryland 
to produce 100% of its energy from renewable sources, 
and to stop subsidizing dirty energy like incineration 
and wood pulp. Additionally, we need to rein in pol-
lution from agriculture, stormwater, lawn care & our 
transportation network.

When an entire legislative body can be drawn in-
dependently, we should do so. That’s why I support 
independent redistricting for state legislative districts. 
But when district lines are drawn piecemeal, as hap-
pens in Congress, I support nationwide independent 
redistricting. In the meantime, I’ve cosponsored bills to 
push Maryland into treaties with other states to adopt 
this reform regionally.

In my first term in office, I’m proud to have supported 
bills to promote women’s pay equity, track police racial 
profiling, obstruct unjust immigrant deportations, ban 
“conversion therapy” for LGBT kids, fund foster youths 
with disabilities, and decriminalize poverty. All of 
these, however, are problems that require ongoing, 
proactive monitoring and enforcement by 
legislators. I’m ready to serve.

We need to start with equal pay for men and women, 
passing the $15 per hour minimum wage, address 
policies that will directly speak to fair housing regard-
less of race, religion or gender. Policies that address 
early childhood care so single mothers can afford to 
have their children taken care while they go to work 
and that gives incentives to businesses to hire our 
neighbors with disabilities.

D - Democratic  /  District 19

Maricé Ivette Morales

I have been fortunate to work with and meet people 
within the community that have taught me how 
to represent and work with them. At my core, I am 
serving in public office to improve people’s lives. Hard 
work, real experience, and loyalty to our community - 
those are the qualities that I bring to this job to make 
government work for all of us.

Some of the most pertinent issues related to envi-
ronmental challenges are preserving forested lands, 
ensuring we protect our environment from oil spills, 
and keeping our air clean. Some of the work I have 
done this year is to co-sponsor HB766/SB610, Forest 
Conservation Act. I voted for HB 1456 to ensure that 
oil companies are held liable and supported HB 230.

I support drawing district lines that properly reflect 
the population-no matter their political ideology. 
That’s why I supported the northeastern pact redraw 
district lines in a non-partisan manner. I believe it’s 
essential that people are counted properly represented 
at all levels of government. I’m working to ensure we 
don’t implement questions that deter people from 
participating in 2020 Census

maricemorales.com fatmatabarrie.com

D - Democratic  /  District 20

Fatmata Barrie
Candidates for Delegate

vaughnformaryland.com

D - Democratic  /  District 19

Vaughn Stewart

Candidates for Delegate

votecarlward.com

D - Democratic  /  District 19

Carl Ward

davidmoon.us

D - Democratic  /  District 20D - Democratic  /  District 20

Lorig Charkoudian David Moon

wilesfordelegate.com

D - Democratic  /  District 19

Jade Wiles Jr.

I am not a career politician, I have the upbringing of 
doing what’s right and standing up for those who are 
in need. As a Delegate in D19, I will be poised and pre-
pared, willing to step up and lead as I have done in the 
professional, academia, and community setting. I have 
the interpersonal skills to work in bipartisan efforts to 
ensure that comprehensive solutions are developed.

A significant environmental challenge we must ad-
dress is the fact that more than half the Montgomery 
County schools tested so far have shown elevated 
levels of lead in their drinking water. We must imple-
ment safe drinking waters for our students, this can be 
achieved by working with key stakeholders and the 
EPA. We must implement comprehensive strategies to 
clean up Chesapeake bay.

Transparency in redistricting is essential and must be 
implemented for public involvement. Using election 
data for redistricting should be formidable. In fact, it 
should not be used to draw plans since this increases 
the state’s vulnerability.

We must combat discrimination in all forms. Ensuring 
the Maryland Law Enforcement and Governmental 
Trust Act is passed is essential. Eliminating barriers 
to equal opportunities based on ones socioeconomic 
status, religion, gender, disability, age, or any other 
factor is vital and our due diligence. Truth be told, vot-
ers have the power to impose public opposition, which 
can mitigate discrimination.

No response received by print 
deadline. See vote411.org for 
any late responses.

Candidates for State Senator

R - Republican  /  District 20

Dwight Patel

patelformaryland.com

D - Democratic  /  District 20

Will Smith

SmithForMaryland.com

Unopposed Candidates.  
See vote411.org or 
lwvmocomd.org for candidate 
information.

(District 20 continues next page)

As a response to rape culture on college campuses I in-
troduced HB 713 to hold receiving college institutions 
accountable for sexual assault perpetrators who trans-
fer out of a campus to their institution. In response to 
the #MeToo movement and need to address sexual 
harassment in the workplace, the Maryland Women’s 
Caucus has released a report with recommendations to 
address this issue.

Candidates for Delegate

District 20:  No Republican 
candidates for Delegate

Candidates for Delegate

Non-responding candidates 
are after those who responded.

lorigD20.com

http://www.maricemorales.com
http://fatmatabarrie.com
http://vaughnformaryland.com
http://votecarlward.com
http://www.davidmoon.us
http://wilesfordelegate.com
http://www.vote411.org
http://patelformaryland.com
http://www.SmithForMaryland.com
http://www.vote411.org
https://www.lwvmocomd.org
http://www.lorigD20.com
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Responses were limited to 400 characters. Responses are shown exactly as provided by the candidates.
See page 17 for details about the offices of State Senator and Delegate.

I am proud to represent Maryland’s 20th legislative 
district and improve the lives of residents in our state. 
My legislative experience and record of successfully ad-
vocating for issues that make our community stronger 
prepare me to effectively represent constituents in an 
additional term. I have a strong record of championing 
issues like our environment, improving schools, and 
healthcare access.

Although Maryland has led the nation in our environ-
mental initiatives, the most significant challenge fac-
ing our state is federal repeal of critical environmental 
protections. I am proud to have the endorsement of 
the Sierra Club and the League of Conservation Voters 
for my leadership on issues like working to stop new 
pipelines from being built in our state and champion-
ing renewable energy.

The integrity of our elections depends on equal voting 
power and fair representation. In Maryland, our con-
gressional districts have drawn nationwide criticism 
and litigation. To ensure fair elections where voters 
have the full influence they deserve, I support the 
creation of a non-partisan, independent commission 
to draw our state and congressional district lines using 
evidence-based criteria.

Party / District

Website

Qualifications

Candidate

For almost 10 years, my career has been in the field of 
organizing and advocating for civil and human rights, 
and I have a passion for equality and justice. I have 
voted for legislation to end discrimination in race, im-
migration status, housing, education, gender, income 
and other classes. I am a champion for anti-discrimi-
nation legislation such as the Trust Act and SAFE Act.

Party / District

Website

Candidate

JheanelleWilkins.com

D - Democratic  /  District 20

Jheanelle Wilkins

I’m a lawyer with 15 years of professional and public 
service experience in our state. I’ve served the LGBTQ 
community, helped pass important legislation, and 
organized diverse communities. I’m pro-choice, pro-
labor, and pro-small business so our local economy 
can achieve social and economic justice with cultural 
awareness. I fight for the environment and gun reform 
too. I’m prepared to serve.

Climate change, finding green energy solutions and 
reducing carbon footprints are the biggest challenges. 
I support creating more green jobs to invest in climate 
resilience programs like green roofing, solar panel 
co-ops, cooling pavement, wind energy, and urban 
farming. We also need healthier transit options and 
cultural programs that allow diverse communities to 
seek environmental justice.

I am running for the House of Delegates to change the 
way government works in Annapolis. This includes 
fighting for measures that place greater power back 
into the hands of our voters. If elected, I will support 
an independent commission that oversees the process 
for drawing congressional and legislative district lines. 
Many Democrats in District 20 and around the state 
want this change.

georgezokle.com

D - Democratic  /  District 20

I support creating an online, anonymous reporting 
system for all residents to report hate crimes without 
the fear of doing so. Discrimination must be entirely 
eliminated. As a gay man who’s been bullied, sexu-
ally abused and victimized by gun and gang violence, 
I’ve learned to survive. I’ve learned to never give 
up and forever fight for safer environments for all 
Marylanders. Let’s keep resisting.

George Zokle

I have decades of experience as a civic leader, an en-
vironmental engineer and policy advocate, the chair 
of the Montgomery County ACLU, an educator and 
parent, a progressive activist in Annapolis, and as a 
local firefighter/EMT. You can count on me as a strong 
advocate because of my connection to our neighbor-
hoods, my policy experience, and my service to our 
community.

As an MIT-trained environmental engineer with de-
cades of climate policy work, I advocate carbon pricing. 
Maryland should lead on renewable energy the way 
Massachusetts led on health care. We can be the state 
that pioneers a new environmental policy, serving as 
a model for the rest of the country. If climate change 
and renewable energy are priorities for you, vote for 
Darian Unger.

As Chair of the Montgomery County ACLU (American 
Civil Liberties Union), I opposed gerrymandering. 
Voters should choose their elected officials, but ger-
rymandering allows politicians to choose their voters 
instead. I want to replace this backwards system. I 
support a fair, proven, nonpartisan process that would 
keep our community whole.

As a Howard University professor and chair of the 
Montgomery County ACLU, I have a long track record 
of fighting discrimination in all of its forms. To ensure 
equal opportunity for all, I support criminal justice 
reform, equal pay for equal work, education funding 
to close the achievement gap, and steps to combat 
discriminatory housing.

None provided

D - Democratic  /  District 20

Malik Lendzondzo

Candidates for Delegate

Candidates for Delegate

Candidates for State Senator and Delegates - District 20, 39

R - Republican  /  District 39

Verelyn Gibbs Watson

VerelynForMaryland.com

D - Democratic  /  District 20

Darian Unger

DarianUnger.com

Qualifications
How does your experience prepare you for 
the duties of this office?

Redistricting

Environment

What changes, if any, do you support in 
the process for drawing congressional and 
legislative district lines in Maryland?

What are the most significant 
environmental challenges and how will you 
address them?

Discrimination
What policies will you support to address 
discrimination based on race, gender, 
religion, disability, or poverty?

Qualifications
How does your experience prepare you for 
the duties of this office?

Redistricting

Environment

What changes, if any, do you support in 
the process for drawing congressional and 
legislative district lines in Maryland?

What are the most significant 
environmental challenges and how will you 
address them?

Discrimination
What policies will you support to address 
discrimination based on race, gender, 

religion, disability, or poverty?

No response received by print 
deadline. See vote411.org for 
any late responses.

Candidates for State Senator

R - Republican  /  District 39

Al Phillips  

None provided

D - Democratic  /  District 39

Nancy J. King

FriendsofNancyKing.com

Unopposed Candidates.  
See vote411.org or 
lwvmocomd.org for candidate 
information.

Candidates for Delegate

Unopposed Candidate.  
See vote411.org or 
lwvmocomd.org for candidate 
information.

Non-responding candidates 
are after those who responded.

http://www.JheanelleWilkins.com
http://www.georgezokle.com
http://VerelynForMaryland.com
http://www.DarianUnger.com
http://www.vote411.org
http://www.FriendsofNancyKing.com
http://www.vote411.org
https://www.lwvmocomd.org
http://www.vote411.org
https://www.lwvmocomd.org
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Candidates for State Senator and Delegates - District 39
Responses were limited to 400 characters. Responses are shown exactly as provided by the candidates.
See page 17 for details about the offices of State Senator and Delegate.

In my sales career, in both women’s soccer and the 
automotive business, I had to negotiate agreements, 
determine areas of mutual agreement and interest, 
make presentations, establish and maintain relation-
ships, and persuade others, all practical skills that 
will translate well to legislating in the public interest. 
Furthermore, as a newcomer to politics, I owe no favors 
to any political machine.

Though it’s a big-picture problem that goes far beyond 
the scope of the Maryland legislature, that body must 
still contribute to the work against climate change, 
passing legislation to limit carbon emissions, reduce 
the number of polluting cars on the road and protect 
clean air and water for Marylanders.

We should have a non-partisan process for redistrict-
ing, and one that is not beholden to or influenced 
by political concerns. Gerrymandering is a wrong 
committed against the people no matter which party 
perpetrates it; Maryland’s leaders should not let 
unscrupulous behavior in other states’ governments 
prevent us from doing the right thing.

I have served two terms in the House of Delegates and 
I am currently the Chair of the Montgomery County 
House Delegation. I have extensive government rela-
tions and advocacy experience, and have spent my 
career in the nonprofit sector. I was a Peace Corps 
Volunteer in Zambia from 2002-2005, and I’ve lived, 
worked, and studied on five continents.

Climate change is perhaps the largest environmental 
challenge facing Maryland and the world. This year 
I sponsored a piece of legislation that would take 
Maryland to 100% clean, renewable energy by 2035. 
I plan to introduce it again in 2019 if I am reelected. 
I was also the first legislator to sponsor a fracking ban 
in 2013.

Redistricting should be handled by a non-partisan 
commission and not elected officials.

I’ll focus on gender because it intersects deeply with 
race and poverty. Maryland passed good gender pay 
equality laws in 2016, but women still make 85¢ in 
Maryland for every dollar a man makes; a shortfall 
even sharper among minorities. To close that gap we 
must establish a living wage and guarantee paid fam-
ily and medical leave, affordable childcare and access 
to comprehensive reproductive care.

Reznikformaryland.com

D - Democratic  /  District 39

Maryland has structural inequalities and cultural bi-
ases that need to be dismantled if we are to effectively 
address discrimination. We need to acknowledge these 
inequalities and face them head on. This year I spon-
sored a bill that would make driver’s licenses gender 
neutral by providing a non-binary option. There are 
myriad issues such as this one that we need to address 
legislatively.

D - Democratic  /  District 39

Gabriel Acevero

Kirill Reznik

I’m a union representative and organizer with UFCW 
Local 1994 Municipal and County Government 
Employees Organization where I represent county 
workers on workplace safety and contractual issues. 
I’ve also been on the frontlines of progressive fights 
such as criminal and juvenile justice reform, marriage 
equality, the Dream Act, automatic voter registration 
and environmental conservation.

We cannot leave the next generation a planet that is 
damaged. Climate change is a real and urgent threat. 
Maintaining clean water sources, building a clean 
energy economy, protecting and restoring precious 
natural resources such as the Chesapeake Bay will be 
among my priorities as Delegate. Further, reducing 
our reliance on coal plants for energy that continue to 
poison our air and streams.

I vigorously support an independent, non-partisan re-
districting commission to draw councilmanic, congres-
sional and legislative districts. Voters should choose 
their elected officials, not the other way around. 
Gerrymandering is a partisan practice that is both cor-
rosive to our democracy and marginalizes the voices of 
everyday Americans. As Delegate, I’ll work to end that.

gabrielacevero.org

shanerobinson.org

D - Democratic  /  District 39

Shane Robinson

Candidates for Delegate

bobbybartlett.com

D - Democratic  /  District 39

Bobby Bartlett

Candidates for Delegate

andyhoverman.com

D - Democratic  /  District 39

Andy Hoverman

As an educator, nonprofit leader, union workplace lead 
and Congressional staffer, I have spent years working 
to better the lives of women, working families and im-
migrant families like my own. And that’s who I’ll be as 
a legislator. As a survivor of domestic violence, I fought 
to pass the Violence Against Women Act in 2013. I 
serve on the MC Board of Social Services, NARAL MD 
and Girl Scouts.

As the EPA is weakened, protecting Maryland’s resourc-
es is a priority. I’m proud to earn the endorsements of 
the Maryland League of Conservation Voters and the 
Maryland Sierra Club. 1) Protecting groundwater and 
the Chesapeake Bay through more accountability in 
corporate agriculture and uniform enforcement 2) 
Building needed infrastructure in an environmentally 
sound ways 3) Stormwater management

I strongly support a non-partisan commission to 
redraw the congressional and legislative district lines 
in Maryland, like in California and Arizona. Every 
voice should be heard, represented and connected to 
their government. Independent redistricting, perhaps 
linked to regional efforts, will help make this happen 
and reduce crippling partisanship.

I will work to: 1) End the achievement gap through 
early childhood education 2) Support legislation that 
reduces wage inequality 3) Fight discriminatory fed-
eral programs aimed at ethnic and religious minorities, 
among other targeted groups 4) Support criminal jus-
tice reform and efforts to increase community policing, 
including deescalation techniques

lopezformaryland.com

D - Democratic  /  District 39

Lesley J. Lopez

I have been a Maryland Delegate representing District 
39 since 2007, and have a strong track record of pro-
gressive leadership on issues related to healthcare, 
education, environment, and transportation. I also am 
proud of my record of providing effective constituent 
services. Outside of the legislature, I work as a federal 
government contractor and attorney specializing in 
government procurement.

Maryland’s challenges are two-fold. FIrst, we must 
work to ensure policies that move us from a dirty fuel 
economy to one based on clean, renewable energy. In 
addition, we are in the unique position of being one of 
the few states with the responsibility of caring for the 
Chesapeake Bay, and must continue to ensure a clean, 
productive Bay for our future.

I am proud to have been the lead sponsor on legisla-
tion for redistricting reform, and will continue to be a 
champion of a redistricting policy that creates a non-
partisan, professional form of redistricting, while also 
ensuring that the policy is fair to all parties through an 
interstate compact with Virginia.

I have consistently sponsored or supported policies 
that have worked to end discrimination for all, includ-
ing marriage equality, pay equity, and racial disparity. 
I believe that all deserve the same rights and chances, 
that life after a prison sentence should have all of the 
same opportunities, and that no one should be placed 
at a disadvantaged for any reason out of their control.

D - Democratic  /  District 39

Clint Sobratti

clintsobratti.com

My education includes a B.A. from George Mason 
University in Govt. & International Politics and a JD 
from the University of Baltimore School of Law. I also 
have practical experience as a staff aide to (then) 
Fairfax County Supervisor Sharon Bulova, and as an 
attorney in private practice for the last 6 years repre-
senting individuals and families, and as a HOA Board 
member in my community.

Climate change is the most significant environmental 
challenge we face. I acknowledge that it is real, and 
that we need meaningful efforts to address it now. 
I would favor expanding incentives for greener and 
renewable technologies and investing in more public 
transit over roads where possible as a start.

I would be in favor of removing the line drawing to 
an independent voting commission. Voter’s voices are 
being diluted and strengthened in disproportional 
ways by legislatures across the country, and Maryland 
has been no different. Two (or more) wrongs do not 
make a right. This practice must end, and we must 
make this basic democratic reform.

Ending cash bail and the regulation of recreational 
marijuana are significant efforts to end disproportion-
ate incarceration of the poor. Investing in meaningful 
education for all, including under performing schools. 
Allowing equal opportunity to go to college, and re-
moving financial barriers.

No response received by print 
deadline. See vote411.org for 
any late responses.

Maryland must lead the nation in implementing poli-
cies to end discrimination. Ending money bail, estab-
lishing civilian review boards throughout the state so 
law enforcement is both accountable and transparent, 
ending mandatory minimum sentences that studies 
have shown to be inherently discriminatory, as well 
as, ending pay secrecy laws that discriminate against 
women, and people of color.

Non-responding candidates 
are after those who responded.

http://www.Reznikformaryland.com
http://www.gabrielacevero.org
http://shanerobinson.org
http://bobbybartlett.com
http://andyhoverman.com
http://www.lopezformaryland.com
http://clintsobratti.com
http://www.vote411.org
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On the Ballot
Montgomery County Executive

(see Candidates on page 30)

 
Questions to candidates for Montgomery 
County Executive:

•   QUALIFICATIONS: How does your experience prepare 
you for the duties of this position?

•   DEVELOPMENT: How would you manage the coun-
ty’s growth while protecting the environment?

•   BUDGET: With regard to the county’s budget, 
should programs be added, decreased, increased 
or cut? Give some specific examples of measures 
you would take to address the county’s projected 
budget deficit.

•   TRANSPORTATION: What is your plan to address the 
county’s top transportation needs?

•   DIVERSITY: As an elected official, what can you do 
to make sure that county government is engaging 
with and responsive to the diverse populations 
who live here?

•   HOUSING: What action, if any, should county 
government take to increase the supply of 
affordable housing?

•   JOBS: What role, if any, should the county govern-
ment play in encouraging economic development 
and job growth?

•   PRIORITIES: What are your top three priorities?

Duties
The County Executive provides direction to all county 
departments and proposes plans, programs, budgets, policies, 
and legislation to the County Council. The County Executive also 
adopts Executive Orders and Regulations and appoints residents 
to boards, committees, and commissions.

How Elected
Elected countywide.

Term
Four years. Limited to three (3) consecutive terms.

Salary
$190,000 per year

Website
montgomerycountymd.gov/exec/index.html

Who May Vote?
You must be registered with the Republican or Democratic 
party to vote for their candidates for County Executive in 
the Primary Election. 

If you are a registered Republican you may vote only for 
one (1) Republican candidate.

If you are a registered Democrat you may vote only for 
one (1) Democratic candidate.

See page 30 for candidate responses. Responses are shown 
exactly as provided by the candidates. No edits of any kind 
have been made.

Due to space limitations, only responses to the first four 
questions are printed. Responses to the remaining four 
questions may be found at vote411.org.

http://montgomerycountymd.gov/exec/index.html
http://www.vote411.org
http://www.vote411.org
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Candidates for Montgomery County Executive
Responses were limited to 400 characters.  
Responses are shown exactly as provided by the candidates.

BlairForMontgomery.com

D - Democratic

I’m a lifelong Montgomery County resident and I’m 
entrepreneurial at heart. What’s required to create 
jobs, I learned through hands-on experience. Leading 
a Fortune 500 company in Rockville, I developed a 
deep sense of accountability, strong grasp of fiduciary 
restraint, and importance of putting customers first. 
It’s this unique perspective that makes me an ideal 
candidate for County Executive.

The best path forward to increase county revenue is 
expanding our tax base through job growth and fis-
cal discipline. I’ll scrutinize every budgetary dollar, 
with a comprehensive review process to eliminate 
redundancy and excess. For example, we spend $65 
million annually on overtime. By properly staffing our 
departments, we could save $10-$20 million to invest 
in our public schools and services.

We must take proactive measures to reduce transpor-
tation emissions, invest in green technologies, like 
solar and battery storage, and use best practices from 
across the country. We must move our county toward 
a Zero Waste Plan, appoint a climate official to oversee 
the county’s greenhouse gas reduction efforts, and 
implement a sustainable “buy-local” campaign that 
supports our businesses.

Party

Website

Qualifications
How does your experience prepare you for 
the duties of this position?

Candidate

Development

Budget

How would you manage the county’s 
growth while protecting the environment?

With regard to the county’s budget, should 
programs be added, decreased, increased 
or cut? Give some specific examples of 
measures you would take to address the 
county’s projected budget deficit.

Transportation
What is your plan to address the county’s 
top transportation needs?

georgeleventhal.com

D - Democratic

I am the only candidate with governmental execu-
tive experience since I served three terms as Mayor of 
Rockville. Under my watch, downtown Rockville was 
redeveloped and both the King Farm and Fallsgrove 
were approved. I also worked for 13 years at the 
Montgomery Planning Department, overseeing the 
Zoning Code Rewrite and numerous Master Plans. The 
County needs a visionary new leader like me.

Budgets are about priorities. We must define these and 
cut programs that are no longer helping us achieve 
them. To keep our Triple A bond rating, we should 
reduce debt service to 10% and enhance our economic 
development efforts. We must streamline the delivery 
of government services to create savings to be used for 
direct services to residents and establish more public 
private partnerships.

The County’s growth has slowed to 1% a year, but that 
is still about 10,000 residents annually. I will continue 
to protect the Agricultural Reserve and support new 
development near existing infrastructure, such as in 
Downtown Bethesda, White Flint and Wheaton/Silver 
Spring. We must improve our stormwater manage-
ment, preserve as many trees as possible, and provide 
multi-modal transit options.

Party

Website

Qualifications
How does your experience prepare you for 
the duties of this position?

Candidate

Development

Budget

How would you manage the county’s 
growth while protecting the environment?

With regard to the county’s budget, should 
programs be added, decreased, increased 
or cut? Give some specific examples of 
measures you would take to address the 
county’s projected budget deficit.

County residents are tired of being told that our mas-
ter plans are balanced in terms of infrastructure and 
growth because the promised infrastructure never 
seems to get built. We must provide more multi-modal 
transportation options, including some new roads. 
We should enhance the connectivity of our sidewalk 
and bicycle networks and ensure that Metro remains 
viable.

Transportation
What is your plan to address the county’s 
top transportation needs?

As a four-term, at-large County Councilmember 
who has worked through the details of 16 budgets, I 
understand the mission and function of every county 
department. I understand how to inspire managers to 
get results. My leadership in public office has utilized 
innovative methods of serving those who, but for the 
help of government, could not achieve a high quality 
of life on their own.

As always, I will advocate to protect programs that 
benefit the most vulnerable members of our com-
munity. I will seek budget savings by eliminating 
redundancy in county government, for example joint 
health insurance procurement between the county 
government and the school system could lead to sub-
stantial savings. We should carefully review the effect 
of the federal tax law on Maryland.

The most critical issue confronting the county is reduc-
ing greenhouse gas emissions. I would emulate good 
ideas from other jurisdictions including: a community 
choice aggregation alternative to private electricity 
providers; an Office of Climate Policy and Programs; 
energy audits of county facilities and support for en-
ergy audits of homes and commercial buildings; and 
promoting local agriculture.

I championed the Purple Line and support a dedicated 
revenue source for Metro. I support bus rapid transit on 
Route 29, Veirs Mill Road and Route 355 now and the 
Corridor Cities Transitway and other BRT expansion in 
the future. I’ll add capacity and/or toll lanes to I270 to 
help relieve traffic during rush hour and work with MD 
to add capacity to American Legion Bridge 
and I-495 west of I270.

Some of my short-term solutions to address our trans-
portation needs, include free BRT, reversible lanes on 
I-270, and adaptive traffic lights that keep residents 
moving. In the long-term, I’ll ensure we follow 
through on our transportation Master Plans and create 
new transit options for Clarksburg residents, who have 
been struggling with severe traffic.

David Blair

George L. Leventhal

R - Republican
Robin Ficker

rosekrasnow.com

D - Democratic

Rose Krasnow

robindeliversforyou.com

Unopposed Candidate. See vote411.org or 
lwvmocomd.org for candidate information.

berlinerformontgomery.com

D - Democratic

My extensive record of service at all levels of gov-
ernment, my temperament, and my ability to get 
things done have prepared me to fulfill the duties 
& responsibilities of county executive. Leading our 
county requires careful listening, inclusionary policies, 
a clear vision, & the ability to bring people together to 
improve our resident’s lives. I have proven success in 
all four areas. 

I will implement a zero-based approach -- start fresh 
& build the budget with the fundamentals of local 
government: education, transportation, economic 
investment, environmental protection, libraries & 
recreational facilities, public safety, & safety net ser-
vices for the most vulnerable. We must live within our 
means, grow our tax base, & deliver efficient, quality 
services to our residents.  

To remain prosperous & competitive in the region, 
growth must be planned & accommodated in the most 
sustainable way. Encouraging growth around metro 
stations & transit infrastructure will provide the most 
sustainable path forward. By locating housing & jobs 
near transit, we can prevent further sprawl, protect 
open space, reduce carbon emissions, & create a sus-
tainable blueprint for the future. 

We must increase mobility options for residents by 
getting Metro back on track, building the Purple Line 
and the Corridor Cities Transitway, and implement-
ing Bus Rapid Transit. We must focus on keeping our 
streets paved and maximizing the efficiency of our 
existing roads by upgrading our traffic signal system 
and adding managed lanes on 270 and 495 through 
the American Legion Bridge. 

Roger Berliner

marcelrich.org

D - Democratic

Marc Elrich

I’ve been the progressive leader on the County Council 
for 12 years and chair the Public Safety Committee. 
Before that, I was a Takoma Park Councilmember for 
19 years, taught public school here for 17 years, and 
served on county transportation planning and master 
plan committees. I understand how government 
works, how to run an organization effectively, and how 
to advance social justice.

We have rising needs but limited resources, so we 
need to restructure county government operations 
to make them more efficient. I will partner with our 
labor unions, who have endorsed me, to pivot people 
and resources to improve services. My plan for doing so 
is on my website and includes ideas like gainsharing 
(a labor-management partnership) and a business 
process improvement system called Lean.

We should increase density around Metro stations. 
But the county, because of developer influence, has 
increased density with insufficient infrastructure and 
ignored research-based definitions of walkability and 
transit-oriented development. I am the only candidate 
who has never taken money from developers and I 
would reduce their influence to benefit communities 
and protect the environment.

To reduce congestion, we need affordable, real transit 
solutions. My bus rapid transit (BRT) system connects 
people from where they live to where they work. We 
also need to make developers pay their fair share of in-
frastructure costs: we must ensure we have the schools 
and transportation needed to support the redevelop-
ment of our community. Our Virginia competitors do 
this and they build projects.

My experience is ideal for our next County Executive. 
As a ten-year veteran of the General Assembly and the 
current Majority Leader, I have a proven track record of 
success achieving Democratic priorities, such as gun 
control. But since I do not come from local govern-
ment, I can bring the new perspective and implement 
the reforms we need, including getting the county out 
of the liquor business.

We need to focus our spending on the core missions 
of local government: public education, transportation, 
and public safety. Too often, our spending is aligned 
not with voters’ priorities but with the Council’s own 
priorities. I want to fund our school system, not council 
salary increases or their taxpayer-funded media net-
works & political campaigns.

Our County is growing, but it isn’t growing evenly. As 
cranes dominate Bethesda and the Pike District, other 
metro-accessible portions of the County are lacking in 
new investment. I would jumpstart the revitalization 
of Wheaton and promote economic growth in Silver 
Spring after the loss of Discovery.

I support an aggressive, “all of the above” strategy 
that invests in roads and mass transit. The daily traffic 
nightmare on I-270 absolutely must be addressed, ei-
ther with Governor Hogan’s P3 approach or by working 
with Frederick County to build reversible lanes. I would 
modernize our traffic signals and move toward on-
demand microbus service to make our existing road 
network more effective.

billfrick.com

D - Democratic

Bill Frick

http://BlairForMontgomery.com
http://www.georgeleventhal.com
http://www.rosekrasnow.com
http://www.robindeliversforyou.com
http://www.vote411.org
https://www.lwvmocomd.org
http://www.berlinerformontgomery.com
http://www.marcelrich.org
http://www.billfrick.com


 
Questions to candidates for Montgomery 
County Council:

•   QUALIFICATIONS: How does your experience prepare 
you for the duties of this position?

•   DEVELOPMENT: How would you manage the coun-
ty’s growth while protecting the environment?

•   BUDGET: With regard to the county’s budget, 
should programs be added, decreased, increased 
or cut? Give some specific examples of measures 
you would take to address the county’s projected 
budget deficit.

•   TRANSPORTATION: What is your plan to address the 
county’s top transportation needs?

•   DIVERSITY: As an elected official, what can you do 
to make sure that county government is engaging 
with and responsive to the diverse populations 
who live here?

•   HOUSING: What action, if any, should county 
government take to increase the supply of 
affordable housing?

•   JOBS: What role, if any, should the county govern-
ment play in encouraging economic development 
and job growth?

•   PRIORITIES: What are your top three priorities??

Duties
The Council is the legislative branch of County Government. 
Members of the County Council pass legislation, appropriate 
money to fund the capital and operating budgets, set county 
property and other local taxes, and make planning, zoning, and 
subdivision decisions. The Council makes appointments to the 
offices, committees, and commissions that report to the Council.  
It also exercises oversight over County programs.

How Elected
The Council has nine members, all elected at the same time, 
to four-year terms. Four at large council members are elected 
countywide, represent the residents of the entire county, and 
may live anywhere in the county.  The county is divided into five 
council districts. Each of the five additional council members is 
elected by and represents one of the five council districts. Each 
voter may vote for four (4) at large candidates and for one (1) 
candidate from his or her district.

Term
Four years. Limited to three (3) consecutive terms.

Salary
$128,519 per year.

Website
montgomerycountymd.gov/council/ 

Who May Vote?
You must be registered with the Republican or Democratic 
party to vote for their candidates for County Council.

Whether you are a registered Republican or Democrat, you 
may vote only for one (1) candidate from your District 
and no more than four (4) candidates for At Large.

See pages 32 - 39 for candidate responses. Responses are 
shown exactly as provided by the candidates. No edits of 
any kind have been made.

Due to space limitations, only responses to the first four 
questions are printed. Responses to the remaining four 
questions may be found at vote411.org.

Candidates for Montgomery County Council are grouped 
by Council District. Your ballot will be specific to your 
district. Non-responding candidates are listed after those 
who responded.

Montgomery County Council Districts

31

On the Ballot
Montgomery County Council

(see Candidates on pages 32-39)

At Large Candidates ...... pages 32-36

Council District 1 ............ pages 36-37

Council District 2 ............ page 38

Council District 3 ............ page 38

Council District 4 ............ page 38

Council District 5 ............ page 39

Unsure of your Council District? See your Sample Ballot or go to 
https://voterservices.elections.maryland.gov/VoterSearch or call the 
Montgomery County Board of Elections at 240-777-VOTE.

http://montgomerycountymd.gov/council/
http://www.vote411.org
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Candidates for Montgomery County Council At Large
Responses were limited to 400 characters. Responses are shown exactly as provided by the candidates.

GabeForCouncil.com

D - Democratic

I have served in the cabinet of County Executive 
Ike Leggett as Recreation Director since 2007, a 
Department with 3,000 employees and a $37 million 
budget. I have served on 37 boards, commissions, and 
advisory councils at the state, county, and non-profit 
level, which includes Chairing the Montgomery County 
Democratic Party. I know where we have been, where 
we are, and where we need to go.

I would first focus on growing our economy, which will 
help enhance revenue to address our many challenges. 
I support establishing a two year rather than one 
year operating budget, which would give more time 
to evaluate programs and services. Third, I would en-
hance data collection among agencies to ensure better 
efficiency and scale back programs that are ineffective 
or could be consolidated.

I support Smart Growth, and creating livable, walkable 
communities near transit such as Pike and Rose while 
protecting sensitive environmental areas, like Ten 
Mile Creek. We need to expand transit options such as 
Bus Rapid Transit along Routes 29 and 355, as well as 
New Hampshire Avenue. Focusing growth near transit 
reduces impervious surface, stormwater runoff and 
protects the environment.

Party

Website

Qualifications
How does your experience prepare you for 
the duties of this position?

Candidate

Development

Budget

How would you manage the county’s 
growth while protecting the environment?

With regard to the county’s budget, should 
programs be added, decreased, increased 
or cut? Give some specific examples of 
measures you would take to address the 
county’s projected budget deficit.

Transportation
What is your plan to address the county’s 
top transportation needs?

shrutibhatnagar.com

D - Democratic

I am a former 30 year MS Math teacher and have 
served for the last 20 years in the Maryland General 
Assembly. I believe my long track record shows I am 
ready to take on the challenges we face as a county. 
Having taught in Takoma Park, Wheaton, Bethesda, 
Rockville and Gaithersburg have shown me problems 
all parts of our county face on a daily basis.

As we start with a new Executive and mostly new 
Council we will need to look at every program the 
county offers to see if it should be continued. I do not 
believe in simply cutting programs a certain percent. 
Schools will need more money so we should be lob-
bying the State to increase their share. We passed leg-
islation to restrict casino money for education which 
should bring in $500 million.

I believe in smart growth. We first need to develop 
areas near public transportation either BRT or Metro. 
We cannot allow excessive development if the infra-
structure is not there to support it. We should develop 
the infrastructure first and then build.

Party

Website

Qualifications
How does your experience prepare you for 
the duties of this position?

Candidate

Development

Budget

How would you manage the county’s 
growth while protecting the environment?

With regard to the county’s budget, should 
programs be added, decreased, increased 
or cut? Give some specific examples of 
measures you would take to address the 
county’s projected budget deficit.

We need to start with dedicated funding for Metro 
which we just approved at the State level. Make sure 
the Purple Line is built. Expand BRT. Improve I-270 in-
cluding implementing the CCT. There are certain roads 
that need widening - Norbeck Rd. near Leisure World, 
355 north of 27 and 27 north of 355. We have to get 
our fair share of state dollars to support these projects.

Transportation
What is your plan to address the county’s 
top transportation needs?

I have a breadth of experience leading corporate, 
non-profit & community organizations. I have led 
initiatives on education, immigration, affordable 
housing & healthcare among others as board member 
of Kensington Heights Civic Association, local, County 
& State PTA, as President of Takoma Foundation, as 
founding member of community groups, on County 
Commission of Children & Youth. Worked at MCPS.

Use County resources efficiently. Build partnerships 
between the profit & nonprofit sectors to work toward 
common goals; Attract new jobs & businesses that will 
generate revenue to expand our tax base. Strengthen 
the business climate to welcome small businesses. Get 
more state funding, including dedicated funding from 
gaming; Jointly invest with neighboring jurisdictions 
on transportation projects

Include perspective of environmental groups in plan-
ning & decision-making process. Seek alternatives 
like utilizing unused office space to create affordable 
housing, dedicating space in corporate buildings for 
programs like child care or per-kindergarten. Promote 
energy efficient initiatives like upgrading county build-
ings to have solar panels or green roofs. Encourage use 
of electric vehicles.

Ensure public transportation is efficient, affordable & 
accessible to all families. As a member of the Bus Rapid 
Transit (BRT) committee, I support BRT which brings 
great promise if well implemented. I support Corridor 
Cities Transitway (CCT), full funding for metro; Shuttle 
services for seniors; Sidewalks & dedicated bike routes, 
minimizing community concerns with Purple 
line construction.

I support a balanced approach of mass transit projects 
such as BRT as well as road projects such as the devel-
opment of reversible lanes on 270. We also must ad-
dress our infrastructure needs that contribute to traffic 
congestion. We also must focus on getting people out 
of their cars by supporting smart growth principals 
in master plans and the development of shared work 
spaces closer to residents.

Gabe Albornoz

Shruti Bhatnagar

charlesbarkleyforcouncil.com

D - Democratic

Charles Barkley

RobertDyer.net

R - Republican
Robert Dyer

rosemary4council.com

D - Democratic

Rosemary O. Arkoian

My job as a linguist/intelligence research analyst at 
National Security Agency prepared me for analyzing 
the various issues that County Council has to deal with. 
Also, my knowledge of several languages helps me 
interact with the diverse population in Montgomery 
County. Co-founding my Civic association and being its 
President and Vice-President for several years shows 
my leadership skills

I’d check to see where there was duplication of effort 
in the various departments in our County government 
and cut where possible. I would have less high salaried 
administrators. I’d send information over the internet 
and try to cut down on printing and mailing expenses. 
I’d try to form more Public/Private Partnerships to pay 
for various things.

I would make sure we don’t overdevelop at the ex-
pense of our environment. I’d protect Ten Mile Creek, 
our pristine water supply. I’d make sure we had much 
green space and many parks and trails. Protecting the 
Agricultural Reserve would be a high priority for me. 
I’d make sure the impervious surfaces in new develop-
ments would be at a low level.

I’d complete the remaining 5.6 miles of M-83,the 
Midcounty Highway, in order to alleviate the horrific 
congestion in the Upcounty. I’d increase transit where 
possible, as well as buses. I’d fix I-270 by adding new 
lanes, perhaps adding tolls to the new lanes. I’d have 
reversible lanes during rush hour. I’d consider BRT, if 
enough people would use it.

I’m an accountant with 35 years experience. I have 
a PhD in Organizational Psychology and a thorough 
understanding of the issues facing the County. I have 
successfully advocated for libraries, fire stations, parks, 
transportation projects, as well as opening BlackRock 
Center for the Arts. With 25 years of accomplishments 
in the community, I’m one of the most qualified candi-
dates in the race.

I worked in the County for several years with budget 
responsibility for the regional services centers and 
have a good understanding of the budget process. The 
existing system protects the status quo and we can’t 
achieve significant cost savings without a major over-
haul of the process. I advocate zero-based budgeting 
and debt reduction to ensure the most effective use of 
our limited resources.

Protection of our streams and watershed is one of 
the most important environmental concerns. I would 
require that stormwater management fees charged 
by the County be restricted to stormwater projects to 
reduce the negative impact of impervious surfaces. We 
also need to ensure that the County’s residential and 
commercial building code keeps pace with the most 
advanced green building standards.

We need to increase capacity on I-270 through revers-
ible lanes, express bus service, along with a public-
private partnership to fund additional lanes. We need 
to work with CSX to increase MARC capacity including 
bi-directional trains throughout the day. I fully support 
transit options including the Purple Line and Bus Rapid 
Transit, but we can’t ignore the need to increased road 
improvements.

marilynbalcombe.com

D - Democratic

Marilyn Balcombe

Unopposed Candidates.  
See vote411.org or 
lwvmocomd.org for candidate 
information.

(At Large continues next page)

None provided

R - Republican
Chris P. Fiotes, Jr.

None provided

R - Republican
Penny Musser

None provided

R - Republican
Shelly Skolnick

http://GabeForCouncil.com
http://www.shrutibhatnagar.com/
http://www.charlesbarkleyforcouncil.com
http://www.RobertDyer.net
http://www.rosemary4council.com
http://www.marilynbalcombe.com
http://www.vote411.org
https://www.lwvmocomd.org
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Candidates for Montgomery County Council At Large continued

brandy4moco.com

D - Democratic

I am an activist, educator and designer. I’ve worked in 
nonprofit advocacy and organizing for nearly 15 years, 
fighting for environmental, social, and economic jus-
tice. I have a professional and academic background in 
land use planning as well as organizational manage-
ment and public administration. My areas of expertise 
include community engagement, community design 
and planning, and food justice.

The answer is all of the above - but in order to best 
determine what needs to be added, decreased, 
increased or cut, we need a participatory budgeting 
process that engages all residents in this critical public 
decision-making. We must work with county residents 
to identify the programs that are most effective at 
creating safe, healthy communities where prosperity 
is equitably shared.

We need to make sure that development in the county 
is done sustainably and responsibly. This means ensur-
ing that development projects are energy efficient and 
accompanied by transportation infrastructure - par-
ticularly connections to public transit. I am also com-
mitted to protecting the Agricultural Reserve, which 
improves our environmental health as well as offering 
outdoor recreation options.

Party

Website

Qualifications
How does your experience prepare you for 
the duties of this position?

Candidate

Development

Budget

How would you manage the county’s 
growth while protecting the environment?

With regard to the county’s budget, should 
programs be added, decreased, increased 
or cut? Give some specific examples of 
measures you would take to address the 
county’s projected budget deficit.

Transportation
What is your plan to address the county’s 
top transportation needs?

spidernet1.com/tomf/ 
TomFalcinelliResume2018.pdf

D - Democratic

Professionally, I’m a budget expert currently manag-
ing three multi-million dollar budgets for the federal 
government. I am a former refugee from Vietnam who 
grew up in the County, and so I understand the 
challenges of working families and immigrants. For 
nine years, I served as President of Association of 
Vietnamese Americans which helped resettled over 
25,000 refugees and immigrants in Maryland.

As a budget expert, managing three multi-million-
dollar budgets, I am committed to maintaining the 
same level of services for our County residents, while 
finding innovative ways to close budget gaps. I pro-
pose leasing and re-purposing vacant commercial of-
fice space into classrooms, and combining new schools 
with recreation centers to reduce the overall cost of 
new constructions and bond payments.

I would manage the county’s growth by continuing 
to support the policy of smart growth by prioritizing 
transit-oriented development, as well as ensuring well 
defined open spaces for environmental and public 
health. I am also committed to protecting and preserv-
ing our County’s Agricultural Reserve so future genera-
tions can enjoy its parks, open spaces and agricultural 
industry.

Party

Website

Qualifications
How does your experience prepare you for 
the duties of this position?

Candidate

Development

Budget

How would you manage the county’s 
growth while protecting the environment?

With regard to the county’s budget, should 
programs be added, decreased, increased 
or cut? Give some specific examples of 
measures you would take to address the 
county’s projected budget deficit.

We need to take a comprehensive multi-modal ap-
proach to reduce traffic congestion. I support adding 
reversible toll lanes and bus-rapid transit (BRT) to 
I-270 from the Beltway to Frederick County. I also pro-
pose a cost/benefit study for a pilot program to provide 
public micro-transit service (door-to-door ridesharing) 
to resolve the “first mile/last mile” challenge for se-
niors and commuters.

Transportation
What is your plan to address the county’s 
top transportation needs?

The key? I’M NOT A CAREER POLITICIAN. THANK GOD 
FOR TERM LIMITS, which provided a well overdue 
purge of the system. I don’t need this job. Rather, I 
want this job. It is time for a fresh look. I am the only 
one in the field with both extensive private business & 
inside the govt experience. 31 years as a partner in a 
MOCO law firm & 30 year MOCO police vet, retired Sgt. 
No community organizer here.

No programs should be added unless public safety 
is at risk. We have all observed lots of tax dollars 
wasted. Uncle Montgomery must get his hand out of 
our pocket to fund non-essential programs. Special 
interest pet projects must cease. I will vote NO to any 
tax increase. We must strive to make do with what we 
have. We must allocate our resources properly.

Ensure the TDR Program, which preserves farms in 
the Agricultural Reserve, continues. We must also 
revisit the RE1 & RE2 codes used for single-family 
homes which also allows religious assembly facilities 
to be built in these areas. Population & traffic densities 
are greatly different between residential and assembly 
venues & these facilities overwhelm the community in 
which they are placed.

I’ll work with the SHA to improve roads. The ICC was 
a godsend in easing east/west congestion. In con-
sidering the ICC, the SHA had the foresight to require 
substantial environmental improvements & insisted 
on public input prior to construction. Environmental 
concerns & public input must be the benchmark prior 
to future road construction, with the key being mini-
mizing impact upon the environment.

We need a fully multi-modal transportation network 
- roads, light and heavy rail, strong bus systems, and 
bike & walking paths - that reaches as deep into the 
county as possible and where each mode gets users 
efficiently to their destinations. Full implementation 
of proposed Bus Rapid Transit corridors (Rts. 29, 355, 
586) and the Corridor Cities Transitway are two of my 
top transit priorities.

Brandy H.M. Brooks

Tom R. Falcinelli, Jr.

votedang.com

D - Democratic

Hoan Dang

Branson4council.com

D - Democratic

Before being appointed as Procurement Director, I 
served as the interim District 5 Council Member in 
2014. I represented a district with 200,000 residents, 
served on the Education Committee and Government 
Operations and Fiscal Policy Committee, handled is-
sues including the budget, zoning, and transportation, 
and provided effective constituent services. I am ready 
to serve on day one.

Every budget is a policy document that sets forth 
priorities. Programs should be “right-sized” based on 
data and evidence of need and effectiveness. Also, the 
County must explore additional sources of support, 
including federal, state and private sector grants to 
help fund programs. There must also be a focus on 
increasing revenue by growing small and mid-sized 
businesses.

Master plans must be regularly monitored to ensure 
that growth and development does not undermine 
the quality of life for current residents or harm sustain-
ability goals necessary for our children’s quality of life. 
Sustainability goals, based on Smart Growth prin-
ciples, will permit development and redevelopment 
efforts without compromising the quality of air, water 
or harming the climate.

The county must work with the state of Maryland to 
assure completion of the Purple Line, funding for the 
BRT, the repair of existing heavily used roadways and 
analysis of new road construction. Additionally, the 
County must examine the establishment or expansion 
of Ride-On routes in areas experiencing population 
growth. The county must implement the Vision Zero 
plan to provide pedestrian safety.

Cherri L. Branson

ccc4moco.com

D - Democratic

Craig Carozza-Caviness

I believe I am qualified for the duties of this position. 
I have a myriad of experience dealing with, amongst 
other things, creative problem solving and suitability. 
However, more importantly, I would like to draw from 
my personal experience as Father, Husband, and life-
long Montgomery County resident, who is familiar 
with all the challenges residents are facing on an 
everyday basis.

I think all options are on the table. Obviously, we need 
to be thoughtful and compassionate when making 
cuts and decreasing funding. Simply put, we need to 
roll our sleeves up and comb through the budget in its 
entirety. I would suggest two things; contracting out-
side and unbias eyes, as well as meeting with program 
liaisons face-to-face when making a decision that calls 
for defunding or arrest.

I think there are a couple of things we can do. First, we 
need to focus on implementing green initiatives and 
mandates that require and promote the proliferation 
of green culture. We need to find a way to incentivize 
our residents who comply instead of taxing them. 
There’s also a deep synergy between an improved 
transportation network and dependency on motor 
vehicles (less congestion).

We need dedicated funding for WMATA. It’s that 
simple. We need a huge infrastructure bill. We need 
to invest in innovative alternative transportation ideas 
that will generate interest among residents. Such 
as; more bike and (e)bike initiatives and programs, 
transit-oriented developments which encourage the 
use of public transit, & incentives for our residents to 
use alternative modes of transport.

As Senior Counsel to the Senate Energy Committee 
I wrote major legislation that broke the utility mo-
nopoly on generation and lowered electricity prices for 
consumers. Since then I’ve been chief legal officer to a 
Fortune 500 company, an entrepreneur, and a partner 
in major law firms working on wind and solar projects. 
I’ve been active in County civic and political affairs for 
more than 22 years.

I think we should be spending more not less in certain 
areas such as early childhood education. Rather than 
cutting other programs, I would hold their expen-
ditures flat. In any case, our needs are substantially 
outstripping our revenues. Substantial tax increases 
are not the answer. It is critical that we focus on grow-
ing the tax base by attracting new business and jobs 
to the County.

I would continue the County’s focus on transit-
oriented development in order to avoid sprawl and 
associated increases in traffic, air emissions, and water 
pollution. At the same time I would seek to protect 
neighborhoods from unrestrained growth. I will be a 
champion of our parks, open spaces and especially the 
Agricultural Reserve which serves as the lungs for our 
County.

I favor an “all of the above” approach. We need a 
continued focus on mass transit including permanent 
Metro funding, completion of the Purple Line, BRT, and 
better Ride-On and MARC service. All projects should 
have pedestrian and bike components where practical. 
We need intersection improvements, advanced traffic 
signal tech, new reversible lanes on I-270, and a wid-
ened American Legion Bridge.

billconwayforcouncil.com

D - Democratic

Bill Conway

Responses were limited to 400 characters. Responses are shown exactly as provided by the candidates.
See page 31 for details about the office of Montgomery County Council.

http://www.brandy4moco.com
http://www.spidernet1.com/tomf/TomFalcinelliResume2018.pdf
http://votedang.com
http://Branson4council.com
http://www.ccc4moco.com
http://www.billconwayforcouncil.com
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I lead the county unit that enforces anti-discrimination 
laws and labor protections. As a lawyer, a mediator, 
and a social justice activist, I have worked with com-
munity leaders and will be able to work effectively on 
issues that are important all. I have experience writ-
ing and working with legislation. I have 10 years as 
Treasurer for organizations and 10 years of experience 
with county budgets.

I have 10 years of experience as Treasurer of organiza-
tions, and 10 years managing a county agency during 
tough financial years. In economic terms, programs 
are reviewed through a cost/benefit lens. In practice, 
considerations will include, how much does it cost, 
who will benefit, is there an alternative that is cost-
effective, who will pay, or how can we raise revenues 
to cover the costs?

With more than a million people, we need develop-
ment. I commit that I will work to balance proposed 
development with considerations of: how to protect 
the Planet, preserve the agricultural reserve, and set 
aside green spaces; how to pay for facilities; whether 
infrastructure can support the proposal; and how to 
equitably distribute facilities and services, among 
others.

I started my political career in 2007 advocating for 
my neighborhood (4,000 households) and advocat-
ing for the Rockville residents (65,000 residents). As 
a Certified Public Accountant, I worked for National 
CPA firm for eight years. As a CFO and Controller for 
ten years, I have extensive experience in budgets and 
working with boards of directors. Examples issues on 
refuse, bus depot & office build

I would look at generating revenues to the County’s 
budget. The first place I would advocate is working 
with our State delegation to get our fair share of the 
casino revenue from the Education Trust Fund, which 
the State has kept for themselves to fund their operat-
ing budget. We have a “new economy” for which local 
taxes are not charged; I would advocate to have taxes 
assessed on these companies.

I would manage the County’s growth by enforcing the 
APFO ordinance (limits on overcrowding of schools, 
traffic congestion, costs for new infrastructure includ-
ing water and sewer and the impact on the Metro 
system. The Bethesda residents are fed-up with devel-
opment. I would advocate to increase car pooling by 
providing employee incentives and increasing the Car 
N Ride and Seniors Ride Free programs

I will use an all-of-the-above approach to transpor-
tation solutions. Public transit can be boosted and 
built out along major corridors. For commuters, we 
should improve connections with Metro and MARC. 
We need to focus on the major arteries. Route 28 is a 
cross-county corridor that may become a future artery. 
Another bridge across the Potomac could alleviate 
congestion on I-270.

I have worked as the County Council’s legislative 
information officer for 10 years and for the County 
Executive. No other candidate in the at-large race has 
as many years experience working with the Council. I 
worked for the City of Rockville for six years and as a 
reporter for The Washington Post for 20 years. I know 
how government operates and have an insider’s view 
on how to get things done.

The biggest budget question is not about adding or 
cutting programs. The issue is about doing some hard 
work to reallocate the funds we have. We just need to 
spend it better. I will use the county law, approved by 
voters, that allows one Councilmember to block an 
increase in property taxes to keep spending in line. I 
will GUARANTEE that property taxes do not increase for 
the next four years.

We need to continue to grow, but every development 
plan approved must include realistic plans for roads, 
transit, parking spaces and school capacity. For the 
new roads we build, such as M83 in the northern part 
of the county and an expansion of I-270, the best an-
swer for our environment will be to have fewer—but 
reversible—lanes. We must remain committed to 
protecting the Agricultural Reserve.

Montgomery’s future cannot just be transit or just 
new roads. It must be both. We must continue to look 
at possibilities for BRT. Building the Corridor Cities 
Transitway from Shady Grove to Clarksburg would 
give additional life to I-270, Route 355 and even the 
Beltway. We need to build M83 and add reversible 
lanes to I-270.

I am an accomplished community leader – a two-
term elected Takoma Park Councilmember (2011-5), a 
current member of the Montgomery County Board of 
Social Services and Shepherd’s Table board of directors, 
and a progressive activist – combining public-policy 
skills with 20+ years as a Montgomery County small 
business owner, public-school parent, and neighbor-
hood organizer.

How to stay ahead of a changing economy and nation-
al political turmoil? A challenge! Montgomery County 
is entitled to more state education and transportation 
funding than we receive. Let’s exert our power to 
change that AND to foster economic growth -- job and 
business creation -- to keep our local economy healthy 
in challenging years to come, allowing us to consider 
changes to our revenue mix.

It’s time for a fresh look at County growth policies, 
planning processes, and developer relationships, for 
a rules rewrite that will put community stakeholders 
and developers on an equal footing. We must strategi-
cally locate density -- needed housing and commercial 
development and amenities -- in transit-rich corridors 
and emerging municipal centers, linked to school and 
infrastructure creation.

Montgomery County’s top transportation challenges 
include congestion and commute time: The difficulty 
getting from one place to another quickly. Let’s ad-
dress the challenges (rather than making them worse) 
by expanding transit -- dedicated Metro funding, BRT, 
bi-directional all-day MARC Brunswick service, better 
bus service -- and promoting walkability and 
bikeways.

AMAZON, AMAZON, AMAZON! $2 billion dollars trans-
portation funding! On I-270 I would open up the two 
inner-service lanes and use these two lanes during 
rush hour. I would develop a database in the county 
where the residents identify which streets are the 
major roadblocks for the residents to move in and out 
of their neighborhoods and use common-sense solu-
tions to fix these bottlenecks

My strong history of public service, proven leadership 
& voting record as a MoCo school board member, 
decades-long documented commitment to commu-
nity partnership, and experience advocating for county 
needs at both the state and federal level. Thirty-year 
career of service beginning as a full-time volunteer 
with Habitat for Humanity to current leadership on 
myriad community boards & committees.

Full-scale review of county’s departmental expen-
ditures in partnership with community, aligned to 
county’s expressed needs. Deficit represents an in-
vestment in our future but must balance with cost of 
servicing dept. Must attract higher-paying jobs, reduce 
barriers for growth to small businesses, expand shared 
resources through the MC Economic Development 
Corporation, job training/connections.

Partnering with the community, place-making hand in 
hand, will provide the kinds of growth our community 
would like in the locations where we need it. We need 
higher- paying jobs in areas with more affordable 
housing, concentrated at new transit hubs that will 
come on-line with BRT, Purple Line,etc. Support green 
business practices with tax credits and incentives. 
Expand solar. Preserve Ag Reserve

Support progress on Countywide Transit Corridors 
Functional Master plan. Bus Rapid Transit with expan-
sion plan to Viers Mill and New Hampshire Avenues, 
Purple Line, CCT and new dedicated funding stream 
for Metro will relieve congestion. Expand Marc service 
and create reversible lanes to relieve I-270 congestion. 
Expand bus service routes and hours will help residents 
get to jobs & higher educ.

I am a former CNN journalist and current executive 
director of a nonprofit serving our county’s youth. I 
have also spent 15 years as a civic leader championing 
progressive initiatives. I know how to institute proper 
oversight and instill accountability so that government 
programs are helping our residents and communities. 
I will be the watchdog to ensure our government gets 
things done right.

Instead of increasing taxes or cutting programs, I am 
focused on expanding the tax base and creating new 
sources of revenue so we can invest in our roads, 
schools and support services for seniors and youth. 
We must continue attracting businesses in the life sci-
ences sector, which desire proximity to FDA, NIH and 
other federal agencies. I am committed to expanding 
prosperity to the entire county.

I earned the Sierra Club’s endorsement, which is a tes-
tament to my track record of promoting environmental 
sustainability throughout the county. I have success-
fully championed transit-oriented development that 
ensures open green space/parks and the protection 
of our trees and natural waterways. I will work to 
ensure our environmental resources are protected and 
expanded.

My top priority is fixing Metro and ensuring that it is 
safe and reliable. If Metro fails, more residents will flee 
the system and traffic in our region will only get worse. 
In addition to expanding public transit options across 
the county, I also want to work with state leaders to 
improve traffic performance on I-270. But let me be 
clear: under no circumstances do I support expanding 
the Beltway.

I have been a resident of Montgomery County for more 
than 30 years. During this time, I’ve served communi-
ties in many capacities - served as an election chief 
judge, advocated for various legislations, and held 
leadership roles on State and local boards commis-
sions. I have a B.S. degree in Business Administration, 
an M.B.A. in Finance, and a Certification in Contract 
Management.

The county’s budget, for programs, should be in-
creased. Increase job growth, solicit and retain com-
panies in and around our communities, and encourage 
residents to support small businesses.

Develop policies that focuses on universal economic 
viability - affordable housing and child care, job 
growth, sustaining wages, and improve transportation 
infrastructure. I will seek to reduce emissions, improve 
water quality, minimize the use of harmful materials 
and waste, and clean up our parks and outdoor recre-
ation sites.

Provide additional modes of public transportation to 
support for our growing county, expand our major 
thoroughfares, and change the commuting patterns.

Candidates for Montgomery County Council At Large continued

jillortmanfouse.com

D - Democratic

lorettagarciaforcouncil.com/

D - DemocraticD - Democratic

Lorna Phillips Forde Jill Ortman Fouse  Loretta Jean Garcia

LornaPhillipsForde.com

votegottfried.com

D - Democratic

EvanGlass.com

D - Democratic

Evan Glass Richard Gottfried

greenbergerforcouncil.com

D - Democratic

Neil H. Greenberger

Only candidate elected to countywide office four 
times. Experienced and get things done. President/VP 
of 43,000+ member MCCPTA: very successful full-time 
advocate for MCPS. Board of Education sought me out 
in 2016 to champion their request for $100M more 
than the state required. Melissa McKenna and I pur-
sued this funding for months, and the Council agreed 
to an $87M increase: a county first!

Right now we have a good mix of programs. I will work 
with my colleagues to form a commission to examine 
how we deliver services with an eye towards reducing 
duplication by well meaning organizations. We also 
need to move toward a two year budget process to 
save time and money. We must encourage the growth 
of business to build our tax base, and I will be a tireless 
advocate for this.

We need to maintain a policy of smart growth. 
Redevelop areas like White Flint and Lakeforest Mall 
into walkable, mass transit friendly communities. I 
will be at the forefront of bringing in new businesses, 
and encouraging expansion of current ones to utilize 
the 10M vacant square feet of office space. We must 
protect our cherished Ag Reserve and encourage the 
addition of parks in city centers.

We need coordinated, intelligent traffic signals. How 
often have you driven from one red light to the next? 
This must end. All lights along major roads need to 
be green for at least a minute, then turn red to allow 
for cross traffic. Metro needs to continue needed up-
grades. Bus Rapid Transit plans should be fully rolled 
out. Top priority will be to create jobs here so commute 
times are reduced.

AlohaPaulGeller.com

D - Democratic

Paul S. Geller

sethgrimes.org

D - Democratic

Seth Grimes

(At Large continues next page)
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willjawando.com

D - Democratic

I have deep policy & political experience from Capitol 
Hill & the Obama Administration. But I’m guided by my 
experience growing up low-income in Silver Spring, 
son of an immigrant & acutely aware of disparities. 
From fighting for equity in our schools to running the 
county’s largest career exposure program, I have a 
record of public service stretching from Long Branch to 
1600 Pennsylvania Ave.

With historic turnover of county leadership, we have 
an obligation to review every aspect of how we spend 
the county budget. But we also have an obligation 
to see how we collect the county revenue, as we see 
individual taxpayers today paying a greater proportion 
than ever before, while major corporations pay their 
smallest share ever.

To end sprawl we should use a carrot-and-stick ap-
proach to encourage smart growth near existing mass 
transit. Open green space must be protected, but 
down county & up county, but where there is construc-
tion we should have codes & programs to encourage 
use of impermeable surfaces to manage water quality 
and use renewable energy sources.

Party

Website

Qualifications
How does your experience prepare you for 
the duties of this position?

Candidate

Development

Budget

How would you manage the county’s 
growth while protecting the environment?

With regard to the county’s budget, should 
programs be added, decreased, increased 
or cut? Give some specific examples of 
measures you would take to address the 
county’s projected budget deficit.

Transportation
What is your plan to address the county’s 
top transportation needs?

michele4moco.com

D - Democratic

I am currently the Montgomery County Council 
President. Since 2010, I have worked through the chal-
lenging impacts of the Great Recession, while enacting 
policy initiatives such as reduced class size, expanded 
access to pre-K and afterschool programs, new STEM 
programs, raising the minimum wage to $15, paid sick 
leave, increased affordable housing, campaign finance 
reform, and more.

One of my first initiatives as Council President this year 
was enacting a $53 million savings plan while protect-
ing our community priorities. My budget priorities for 
the upcoming year include fully funding education, 
expanding pre-k and afterschool programs, support-
ing parks and libraries, increasing affordable housing, 
protecting nonprofits and services for the vulnerable.

As a leading smart growth champion, managing our 
growth while protecting the environment has been 
one of my highest priorities and it is why I am endorsed 
by the Sierra Club. My initiatives include: Supporting 
smart growth housing and transportation policies 
that reduce emissions by focusing development in our 
downtowns near public transportation and protecting 
Ten Mile Creek from overdevelopment.

Party

Website

Qualifications
How does your experience prepare you for 
the duties of this position?

Candidate

Development

Budget

How would you manage the county’s 
growth while protecting the environment?

With regard to the county’s budget, should 
programs be added, decreased, increased 
or cut? Give some specific examples of 
measures you would take to address the 
county’s projected budget deficit.

As one of the council’s transportation leaders, I have 
championed innovative approaches to mobility in-
cluding; funding Metro; traffic signals using adaptive 
intelligence to improve flow; incentives for employers 
to promote telecommuting and public transportation; 
building protected bike infrastructure; new rapid bus 
options on MD 355, MD 29 and MD 586; snow removal 
from sidewalks.

Transportation
What is your plan to address the county’s 
top transportation needs?

I am a business owner and understand job creation 
from my career in the private sector. I am also a CPA 
and know how to balance the needs of an organization 
against the budget available. I have been active in my 
community on land use, transit, education and hunger 
issues. I will bring the right balance of fiscal respon-
sibility, community engagement, and management 
skills to the Council.

Our tax base is shrinking due to large numbers of re-
tirements from the workforce. The best way to protect 
our budget priorities is by creating jobs that will grow 
the tax base, rather than trying to simply cut programs 
here and there. I will implement the strategies in the 
Countywide Comprehensive Economic Survey in order 
to grow the tax base.

In my opinion, the county already has many of the 
appropriate protections in place to ensure our environ-
ment is protected while the county grows. I would 
ensure these regulations are followed while growing 
our local economy.

I will build the M-83 (Mid-County Connector) to give 
upcounty residents the transportation infrastructure 
they have been promised for years. I will work towards 
reversible toll lanes on I-270. I will support BRT in 
dedicated lanes, but not in mixed traffic.And finally, I 
will work to ensure the dedicated funding agreement 
for Metro is implemented.

We’ve suffered from a historic imbalance in transporta-
tion investments. We must bring balance by increasing 
investment in public mass transit - remaking RideOn 
into a reliable, speedy and attractive alternative with 
reach - rapid bus lanes - smart intersection control 
to alleviate congestion - networks of dedicated bike 
lanes.

Will Jawando

Michele Riley

hansriemer.com

D - Democratic

Hans Riemer

voteashwanijain.com

D - Democratic

I’m a 15-year childhood cancer survivor, a first genera-
tion American, a native of MoCo, the son of small busi-
ness owners and a proud product of MCPS. I worked 
for President Obama for the last 10 years, including on 
his campaigns, the White House, HUD, HHS and Vice 
President Biden’s Office. I’m running to improve the 
county I love and work on the issues that matter most 
to county residents.

We must balance the budget while not cutting essen-
tial services or trying to tax our way out of the problem. 
Short term, we should lower our county’s operating 
reserves -now at 8.9% -to balance the budget. Other 
MD counties with AAA bond ratings have 7% reserves. 
Long term, we must expand our tax base by recruiting 
new businesses, large and small, to increase jobs and 
residents in the county.

From reducing carbon emissions to protecting our wa-
terways from runoff, protecting the environment will 
always be my priority. I will preserve the Ag Reserve, 
increase electric car charging stations and reduce im-
pervious surfaces. Also MoCo should offer additional 
building height and density to developers for install-
ing solar panels, making buildings energy-efficient, 
and other green initiatives.

I support a comprehensive transit and road infrastruc-
ture plan to reduce traffic congestion, pollution, and 
provide greater access for residents. Communities 
UpCounty and DownCounty face different issues and 
require different solutions. I support the Purple Line, 
Bus Rapid Transit, the Corridor Cities Transitway, lim-
ited roadway investments, like M-83, and designated 
bike lanes and sidewalks.

Ashwani Jain

mckennaformoco.org

D - Democratic

Melissa McKenna

VP of 45,000 member County PTA. Successful, exten-
sive advocacy for 4 years on behalf of 160K+ students 
to Board of Ed, Cnty Council, Planning Bd, in Annapolis 
and cities. Strong working relationships with elected 
officials at all levels. Increased MCPS Op Budget by 
$87M in 2016, $21.5M in 2017. MCPS CIP funds: in-
creased Cnty by $67M in 2016-17, brought $18M new 
from Annapolis 2015, 2016.

Closing a revenue shortfall of ~$180M will be chal-
lenging. Scrutinize procurement practices for cost 
savings. (not service providers, ie, nonprofits). Review 
programs for duplication and efficacy and possible 
consolidation. Substantial energy efficiencies should 
be possible with a modest investment. Rein in school 
construction costs through refresh projects, open bid-
ding, and reasonable design.

Ensuring that new commercial or retail construction 
incorporates energy savings, green building standards, 
and green or reused materials as part of their design. 
Protect the Ag Reserve and green/open space as much 
as possible. Incorporate green into buildings through 
green roofs and plantings on building exteriors. 
Provide transit options to reduce vehicle gas emissions.

#1: smart signal timing to keep vehicles moving. 
Better research to determine where/when people 
want/need transit, not necessarily where it currently 
exists. Investigate bus rideshare startups to challenge 
traditional mass transit through crowdsharing. BRT 
on Rt 29. Revisit M83 and CCT. Two reversible non-toll 
lanes on I270. Work on reliable, accessible transporta-
tion options and ease of use.

As a scientist, I have 20 years of experience solving 
difficult problems using evidence, not politics. As the 
‘free-range mom,’ I stood up to the County bureau-
cracy when my children were detained by the police 
for walking home from the park without an adult. I 
fought back because no family should suffer the way 
we did and one should feel so powerless when dealing 
with our local government.

We must increase child-care subsidies and offer uni-
versal access to pre-K to better support our families 
and youth. We can save money and generate revenue 
by creating our own public banking facility. We can 
monetizing resource-recovery by transitioning to zero 
waste, cut fuel costs by electrifying buses and increas-
ing renewable energy use, and raise impact fees for 
luxury development.

We must protect the environment to ensure a safe, 
healthy future. To sustainably accommodate our 
County’s growing population, we must build and 
expand transit to reduce traffic and pollution, focus 
development in walkable neighborhoods near transit, 
limit sprawl & preserve open space downcounty and in 
the Ag Reserve. We need to green our building prac-
tices and shift to 100% clean renewable energy.

Efficient transit is critical to economic development. 
We need a strong countywide transit network with 
MARC service all day both ways, fully-funded Metro, 
and Bus Rapid Transit, to give all residents better 
access to jobs, customers, schools, and services. We 
do not need new or bigger roads. Studies show that 
expanding roads makes traffic worse by creating more 
demand for driving.

meitiv2018.com

D - Democratic

Danielle Meitiv

Responses were limited to 400 characters. Responses are shown exactly as provided by the candidates.
See page 31 for details about the office of Montgomery County Council.
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Responses were limited to 400 characters. Responses are shown exactly as provided by the candidates.
See page 31 for details about the office of Montgomery County Council.

I was born, raised, and have lived in Montgomery 
County my whole life. I have spent 18 years as a radio 
producer and host. I work as hard as anyone else, 
our listeners appreciate my honesty and straight-
forwardness, and I work well with my team to put on a 
great program every day These are qualifications that I 
believe will translate well to the County Council

I believe a cost/benefit analysis needs to be done with 
many programs in our county. We have an incredible 
operating and capital budget that just needs smarter 
spending. This would solve our budget shortfall. I 
would also cut out a lot red tape and bureaucracy that 
is a hindrance to many businesses.

We can balance development and the environment. 
I would work with the Planning Department to con-
tinue environmentally sound projects that promote 
sustainability. I’m a supporter of our over 400 parks in 
Montgomery County, and I love that our county bal-
ances urban and rural areas with nearly 1/3 of it still as 
forest and tree areas. This county has dense population 
areas and the Ag Reserve!

We need more incentives for companies to have tele-
commuting workers. The federal government does it 
with thousands of employees in Montgomery County, 
private companies need to do it as well. It is not only a 
benefit to the worker, but reduces traffic congestion. 
Also, we need to speed up road construction projects. 
They are often over time and over budget.

I run a small business doing video production. Which 
means I understand the struggles of small businesses 
and I understand the struggles of people who work 
for a living. As an activist, I have volunteered for 
Democratic campaigns and progressive causes includ-
ing raising the minimum wage, paid leave, fossil fuel 
divestment and banning fracking in Maryland.

Schools are increasingly overcrowded and the achieve-
ment gap persists. By the year 2020, District 1 schools 
are expected to be 160% over capacity. We should 
make school construction a priority in our budget and 
forgo any additional programs until we have dug our-
selves out of this hole.

With the impacts of climate change increasingly peril-
ous, stewardship of our environment is paramount. We 
must make every effort to protect our green spaces 
and tree canopy, demand environmentally friendly 
construction methods while investing in public 
transportation.

Our efforts to alleviate congestion should be focused 
on scalable, environmentally friendly solutions. Roads 
are neither scalable nor environmentally friendly. So, 
we must focus on bus rapid transit, metro, and creat-
ing walkable/bikeable communities. We can provide 
incentives to businesses that allow teleworking and 
incentives to residents who use transit.

As Mayor of Kensington and MD Deputy Secretary of 
State, I forged relationships at all levels of Government 
allowing me to advocate on behalf of Montgomery 
County. As Mayor I chaperoned a master plan through 
the arduous County process. I increased public involve-
ment, inclusion and transparency. As Deputy Secretary 
I oversaw domestic violence & human trafficking pro-
grams, and prisoner extraditions.

With an 8.7% property tax increase, recordation fee 
increase of 4%, $375M interest payment, & County 
budget $120M in the red, we can’t afford waste. I will 
work within the capital projects fund & the operating 
fund to bring the best services for our community. I 
will only vote to sponsor effective programs, demand 
accountability from departments & all branches of 
County government to avoid overlap

I work with LEED certified construction projects and 
have taken classes sponsored by the Green Building 
Council. As Kensington’s Mayor, I commissioned and 
helped design the County’s first bio-retention parking 
facility in 2008. In order to safeguard our environment, 
we must reduce impervious surfaces, educate on the 
damage inflicted by poor land use planning, promote 
smart growth.

Transit improvements such as updated MARC sta-
tions, Bus Rapid Transit, and Metro funding must take 
precedent. My plan to tackle the lack of funding would 
be to implement the experimental LATIP (Local Area 
Transportation Improvement Program) across the 
County. It is being used in White Oak and is promising. 
The formula calls for traffic solutions to be 
outlined at the time a master plan is created.

I have over 40 years of professional and management 
experience. I am an engineer and will bring to the 
table a more analytical approach to decision making 
process.I have experience working with county issues 
as an appointee in the Montgomery County for over 
three years. In private sector I have monitored budgets 
up to $1.2 billion and assured savings from the bud-
geted amounts.

Fiscal efficiency will reduce waste and misuse of tax 
dollars. With my experience my guesstimate is that 
we can save 8-9% of the budget. Capital projects and 
several operations can be closely monitored to save 
tax dollars. I won’t cut security and subsidies to poor 
population. I will adjust priorities on capital projects 
and high ticket items.

First and foremost Ag reserve is an untouchable 
area. I feel smart growth is the future of our county. 
Population growth should be close to Metro and 
other transportation centers. Instead of horizontal 
expansion, vertical expansion is preferable. For better 
environments lesser cars on the roads is an imperative.

I strongly favor public transport. Make Ride On reach 
every corner of the county. I will work with the sate 
to make reversible lanes on interstate highways and 
make them BRT accessible. BRT and CCT should be 
made the priority. However, first order of business 
should be to synchronize the traffic lights to avoid 
traffic congestion on major county roadway. Metro 
funding should be maintained.

My experience as a life long resident of Montgomery 
County, a mother with 3 kids, that went through the 
K-12 public school system, a small business owner, 
and an advocate for inclusion and progressive values, 
I am confident that I can bring this experience to serve 
Montgomery County. The coun

We have to be more strategic to bring more companies 
to our county. Strategic to bring research, technology, 
health, and internet commerce to build on the industry 
base we have in Montgomery County. These industries 
are the future and will provide the salaries and tax 
base we need.

I will respect the Agricultural Reserve and continue our 
focus on transit oriented development to insure that 
we are building with a long term focus that is best for 
the environment and enables us to have less depen-
dence on fossil fuel.

We need to look at rapid transit alternatives coming 
from Up County. Also do a assessment of the ride on 
routes to make them more efficient. Look at other al-
ternatives to make traffic congestion better including 
M-83.

Candidates for Montgomery County Council At Large continued, District 1

SiddiqueForMoCo.com

D - Democratic

votestevesolomon.com

D - DemocraticD - Democratic

Graciela Rivera-Oven Mohammad Siddique Steve Solomon

gracielariveraoven.com

facebook.com/Banach4CC

R - Republican  /  District 1

Richard Banach

cookinthecouncil.com

D - Democratic  /  District 1

Bill Cook

The most effective councilmembers understand the 
mechanics of excellent constituent service, and they 
know how to work with community members to build 
support for their policy goals. I have direct experience 
in constituent service as a former staffer for local 
Democrats like Jamie Raskin, and I’ve engaged in the 
Council budget process while working as an organizer 
with IMPACT Silver Spring.

In order to keep up with the demand for basic services, 
we need a top-to-bottom review of the management 
structure and salaries in County departments. There 
is zero fat to cut amongst our frontline employees - 
librarians, bus drivers and social workers are already 
working extra hours to cope with a reduced workforce, 
while the head of the Department of Transportation 
makes $223,000 per year.

I will protect the agricultural reserve from develop-
ment, and I will support the passage of an Adequate 
Public Facility Ordinance to ensure that the County 
and developers are required to provide the school 
space, parks, roads, and buses necessary to accommo-
date new development. I will fight to close the trash 
incinerator in Dickerson and to create a county-wide 
composting program.

We took a huge step forward this year when dedicated 
funding for Metro passed in Annapolis. I will fight for 
increased reliability and frequency for Ride On bus 
service, as well as a dedicated, reversible lane for Bus 
Rapid Transit on major corridors to alleviate traffic and 
provide alternatives to driving. I will prioritize mainte-
nance of our current road network over new highway 
construction.

wilhelmforcouncil.com

D - Democratic

Chris Wilhelm

petefosselman.com

D - Democratic  /  District 1

Pete Fosselman

D - Democratic

Ron Colbert

colbertforcouncil.com

D - Democratic

David V. Lipscomb

facebook.com/DavidLipscombforCouncil

The At Large candidates 
below did not respond by print 
deadline. See vote411.org for 
any late responses.

D - Democratic

Darwin Romero

darwinromero.us

D - Democratic

Jarrett Smith

smithformoco.com

Unopposed Candidate.  
See vote411.org or 
lwvmocomd.org for candidate 
information.

(District 1 continues next page)
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anaforcouncil.com

D - Democratic  /  District 1

My 16-year experience as a state legislator on the MD 
House Appropriations Committee and 8-years on the 
Board of Education prepared me well for making public 
policy and budgetary decisions that a Councilmember 
must make. Examples: preparing fiscally responsible 
balanced budgets; making good planning decisions; 
setting priorities; ensuring effective governance & 
delivery of quality public services.

Decrease/cut non-essential programs--Examples: 
Evaluate existing mandated vs. discretionary pro-
grams based on performance, delivered results, cost 
effectiveness. Set funding priorities for essential public 
services: education, health, public safety, housing, 
transportation. Consider staffing reductions while 
maintaining prog. effectiveness. Seek new revenue 
sources plus “fair share” of State funds

-By adopting environmentally responsible standards 
& guidelines to be applied prior to approval of de-
velopment projects and growth-related decisions. 
-By monitoring & enforcing existing laws resulting in 
stronger air & water protections, and ensure MoCo’s 
Master Plans strictly guide land use, growth, storm 
water management, wastewater treatment capacity, 
and water quality regulatory requirements.

Party

Website

Qualifications
How does your experience prepare you for 
the duties of this position?

Candidate

Development

Budget

How would you manage the county’s 
growth while protecting the environment?

With regard to the county’s budget, should 
programs be added, decreased, increased 
or cut? Give some specific examples of 
measures you would take to address the 
county’s projected budget deficit.

Transportation
What is your plan to address the county’s 
top transportation needs?

meredithwellington.com

D - Democratic  /  District 1

I am currently a Foster Care Social Worker, and 
intimately understand the very real issues that are 
impacting families today. As a Program Manager, 
I’ve balanced programmatic budgets. As a Quality 
Assurance Coordinator, I’ve measured outcomes and 
and advocated for legislative policies that impact the 
individuals I serve. I’m an advocate, an organizer, and 
get things done the right way.

Educational programs should be added, first and fore-
most. We need to invest in every student, regardless 
of their zip code. While I can appreciate the desire to 
invest in local politics, the campaign financing system 
is expensive and that money could have been used for 
our schools. I would discontinue that and invest that 
money into our community.

I do not believe that development should impede on 
both our current community members and the envi-
ronment. I will only support projects that are willing 
to include everybody’s voice and that do not cause 
more damage to the environment. We can be pro-
development without endangering our planet’s future.

Party

Website

Qualifications
How does your experience prepare you for 
the duties of this position?

Candidate

Development

Budget

How would you manage the county’s 
growth while protecting the environment?

With regard to the county’s budget, should 
programs be added, decreased, increased 
or cut? Give some specific examples of 
measures you would take to address the 
county’s projected budget deficit.

I’ll invest in Bus Rapid Transit programs to alleviate 
traffic congestion in the County. I’ll push to create 
more bicycle only lanes, similar to what has been 
used in Portland, Oregon. I’d also invest in the Metro, 
and make sure that we are really pushing for transit-
oriented development that makes District 1 Residents’s 
life easier.

Transportation
What is your plan to address the county’s 
top transportation needs?

Eight years on the Montgomery Planning Board 
and over 20 years working with communities have 
prepared me to serve on the County Council. As an 
attorney with deep knowledge of the County, I will 
use my experience with 11 master plans, innumerable 
development projects, parks like Josiah Henson, and a 
$100M budget, and work closely with others to find 
solutions to our most pressing problems.

I support a full review of the County’s budget and tax 
policies, and a more transparent Montgomery County 
Public School’s budget. Clear budgetary priorities—
instead of a feeling that we can and must do every-
thing—will enable us to address our most pressing 
needs and preserve our safety net, while not raising 
property taxes that adversely impact the ability of the 
elderly to age in place.

I support development at transit nodes and conserva-
tion of our stream valley parks, water sources, and Ag 
Reserve—our wedges and corridors. New buildings 
must be state of the art in terms of low greenhouse 
gas emissions & better stormwater management, and 
add nature to CBDs. For transportation, we must offer 
an efficient alternative to cars, like electric BRT, again 
to reduce carbon emissions.

The County needs an integrated, countywide transpor-
tation system whereby travel times for longer trips are 
much shorter and more comfortable on transit—BRT, 
Metro, regular buses—than the same trip in a car. The 
key is a system that is reliable, frequent, comfortable, 
seamless, and affordable. For short trips, we need 
sidewalks, bike lanes, ride-hailing services—to get us 
to our destinations.

My plan to meet MoCo’s top transportation needs, 
while reducing congestion & protecting our environ-
ment, includes: ensuring stable local, State, Federal 
funding sources; improving safety, especially for 
pedestrians & bicyclists; increasing investments for 
future transit projects, e.g., WMATA/Metro, Ride-on, 
expansion of Bus Rapid Transit along US29, MD355, 
MD586, Corridor Cities Transit Way.

Ana Sol Gutierrez

Meredith Wellington

dalbinosorio.com

D - Democratic  /  District 1

Dalbin Osorio

andrewfriedson.com

D - Democratic  /  District 1

I’ve focused my career in public service on bringing 
people together to solve problems and improve how 
government works, scrutinizing billions in public con-
tracts to ensure transparency and accountability, re-
structuring Maryland’s $6B 529 College Savings Plans, 
providing programming for the County’s at-risk youth, 
and helping launch new statewide savings accounts 
for Marylanders with disabilities.

We can’t just cut or tax our way to prosperity. We 
must grow the economic pie. We also need to mod-
ernize county government so it actually works when 
residents and small businesses need it, institute zero-
based budgeting to promote innovation, employ a 
top-to-bottom review of county spending, and include 
the effect of county legislation on small businesses in 
every county fiscal impact statement.

We must promote smart growth that prioritizes tran-
sit-oriented, mixed-use development and preserves 
our precious open spaces, creating the livable, walk-
able, accessible communities that young families and 
businesses increasingly desire. It must be combined 
with investment in transit, pedestrian and bike access, 
and affordable housing to sufficiently protect our envi-
ronment and our quality of life.

Metro is the backbone of our regional economy, which 
is why I was proud to testify in strong support of the 
first-ever dedicated funding source in Annapolis 
earlier this year. I’ve been a strong and consistent sup-
porter of the Purple Line and Bus Rapid Transit, and see 
both as crucial components of our near and long-term 
transportation needs, supporting economic develop-
ment and mitigating traffic.

Andrew Friedson

McGeeforCouncil

D - Democratic  /  District 1

Jim McGee

(in 400 characters?) I am an activist with an MBA who 
administers a $180 million health benefit plan. I work 
with lawyers; accountants; and other professionals. I 
can identify key issues that are important to both sides 
and find solutions. I have developed a reputation of 
asking penetrating questions. Both are important and 
necessary skills as a county council member

The needs of the county are great, and I would not 
want to reduce budgets that affect our most vulner-
able citizens. Looking for programs to cut, I would first 
look to road projects to see if they still make sense as 
our priorities shift. Next, I would look at debt service. 
In a rising interest rate market, we should not look to 
take on additional debt but instead find ways to reduce 
existing debt

The biggest challenge for the county will be not just 
managing growth but managing transformation. We 
will need to unwind the county’s car-centric develop-
ment past. The county’s business development strat-
egy prioritizes bio-tech and traditional tech. We should 
prioritize waste reduction as a business strategy. How 
do we reuse, recycle and reduce waste? Make protect-
ing the environment profitable.

One of the top transportation needs is a vision – what 
will the area’s transit system look like on METRO’s 
100th anniversary. The current system is aging. It will 
break down. We need to plan for redundancy The key 
to reducing congestion will be to co-locate housing 
shopping and work in a way that reduces trip distance 
and trip demand.

I have worked at all levels of government -- as a tax 
lawyer at the IRS, legislative aide in Annapolis, and 
chief of staff to the D1 councilmember. I am familiar 
with tax and budget policy. I am also a strong advo-
cate for women and families, including as Board Chair 
of our local Planned Parenthood, President of the 
Commission for Women, and Senior Counsel at the 
National Women’s Law Center.

The budget reflects our values and priorities as a com-
munity. My budget priorities are maintaining safety 
net services now that Congress is cutting federal funds, 
closing the educational opportunity/achievement gap, 
and addressing traffic congestion. Instead of raising 
taxes, we should increase revenues by bringing more 
good jobs here to increase our tax base and support 
local businesses.

Transit-oriented development will support economic 
growth and protect the environment. We must im-
prove our transportation infrastructure to provide 
convenient, affordable, safe options to driving. And, 
we must ensure that most new investments in devel-
opment are in high density, mixed-use, mixed-income, 
walkable neighborhoods that include green space and 
affordable housing.

We must provide commuters with safe, affordable, 
reliable alternatives to driving. That means dedicated 
funding for WMATA and the oversight that comes with 
that, completion of the Purple Line, expanded MARC 
service, enhanced bus service, reversible lanes on 270, 
and new technology such as smart traffic signals with 
real-time response to actual traffic in order to reduce 
idling and emissions.

reggieoldak.com

D - Democratic  /  District 1

Regina “Reggie” Oldak

Responses were limited to 400 characters. Responses are shown exactly as provided by the candidates.
See page 31 for details about the office of Montgomery County Council.

Candidates for Montgomery County Council District 1 continued

http://www.anaforcouncil.com
http://www.meredithwellington.com
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I have 33 years of direct experience in the flaws in our 
system. As a business owner I know the importance 
of small businesses and the important role they play 
in the growth of our community. I have certified over 
3200 people and helped over 78 start businesses of 
their own. As a non profit founder I have help com-
munity members at their lowest moment and assisted 
them on their journey to success.

It is important for the county government to make 
sure we are not wasting money on programs that are 
outdated and not producing the necessary outcome 
and services for the members of our community. I will 
make sure we are providing income to the programs 
that are producing the outcome and actually working 
towards securing our future. I will pay close attention 
to the details of the budget

I will make sure our recycling and organic programs are 
top priority. All developers will have to follow manda-
tory recycling and organics policies or be penalized 
and fined. We will be able save money, energy and 
natural resources. That will also produce jobs, grow the 
economy and help secure our future.

From helping to grow progressive groups like Bend the 
Arc and J Street professionally to serving as a Human 
Rights Commissioner in Rockville and on the Board of 
the Action Committee for Transit, I have experience 
organizing coalitions to implement progressive poli-
cies. That’s the approach I’ll take as councilmember. 
I’m proud to be endorsed by our County’s teachers, and 
other progressive groups.

We must focus on funding core priorities while work-
ing urgently to expand our tax base. My funding 
priorities would be our schools, social safety net, and 
transit network. I would also want to focus economic 
development resources on our small businesses, which 
are often overlooked. Finally, I’d seek authority from 
the state to tax more progressively to secure more 
revenue in a more just fashion.

I would prioritize smart growth strategies that focus 
growth near transit and ensure we grow in a manner 
that preserves green space, minimizes impermeable 
surfaces, and provides residents with ample oppor-
tunities to access transportation options other than 
driving. That’s what I advocated for on the board of 
the Action Committee for Transit and I’m proud to be 
endorsed by the Sierra Club.

will make sure we secure and expand our current 
transit system. Allowing access to every community in 
our county. our trains and buses are what will provide 
us with the mobility we need while protecting our 
environment.

It has been a great honor to serve the residents of the 
County in various ways. I was Member and President 
of the Montgomery County Board of Education, from 
2004 to 2009. I have served as Member, and President 
of the Montgomery County Council, (2009 to present). 
Currently, I am Vice-President, Chair the Government 
Operations and Fiscal Policy Committee, and serve on 
the Education committee.

I believe in programs/initiatives that are evaluated for 
outcomes, are high quality, sustainable, and scaleable. 
I also believe in leveraging our dollars as much as pos-
sible. This means that we must evaluate what is work-
ing and eliminate programs and initiatives that are 
high-cost and low-return. We will need to consolidate 
or re-purpose wherever necessary, in order to achieve 
the best outcomes.

I have always voted to protect our environment be-
cause we have one planet, and we are here temporar-
ily. I am a staunch proponent of smart growth devel-
opment policies and principles, and have continually 
championed environmentally innovative approaches 
to development, as well as non-auto transportation 
options for County transportation projects.

My priority for alleviating congestion in the County is 
expanding transit and other non-auto modes of trans-
portation. I have supported expansion of bike infra-
structure, BRT, the Purple Line and extended Ride-On 
service I am a big supporter of BRT.  Where possible, I 
favor dedicated lanes for buses. I do favor rededicating 
lanes of auto traffic to BRT.

We need to focus on a multimodal approach to ad-
dressing congestion. I would advocate for more 
express Ride On service to commercial and employ-
ment centers, all-day, week-long MARC commuter 
rail service along the I-270 corridor, and building out a 
comprehensive Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) network.

I’m a lifelong Montgomery County resident and a 
former small business owner. I previously served on 
the Gaithersburg Planning Commission, City Council, 
and as the Mayor of Gaithersburg. During my first term 
on the County Council, I passed legislation on mental 
health courts and a senior tax deferral. I’m also the 
only candidate in the District 3 race participating in 
public financing.

I am very concerned about the amount debt that 
Montgomery County government has taken on. We 
need to have the right formula to change this trajec-
tory, and I worked on this recently as the Council took 
up its annual spending affordability guidelines. Each 
department as well as the County as a whole must look 
at their respective programs and evaluate the success 
and necessity of their programming.

Under my leadership, Gaithersburg pursued smart 
growth strategies. I was involved in planning the 
neo-traditional, transit-oriented developments of 
Kentlands, Lakelands, and Crown Farm. I’ll continue 
use the knowledge I’ve developed through 40 years 
of experience serving in local government to pursue 
smart growth strategies that balance our growth 
needs with a concern for the environment.

We need to have a multi-modal approach to trans-
portation solutions. I voted in support of Delegate 
Korman’s dedicated funding bill. The Council needs to 
continue to work with Metro to improve its governance 
and to ensure Metro provides a reliable service that 
riders want to use. We need more MARC service, and 
we must continue to implement BRT. I also supported 
the new Ride On Extra bus.

I have an MBA in Finance, and a decade consulting 
experience helping local governments improve op-
erations and control costs. My second career was in 
education, beginning as a teacher. As a board member 
of MC Taxpayers League and working with MC Civics 
Federation I have long advocated for accountable/
responsible gov’t, and have become familiar with the 
county’s operations and budget.

Solutions involve controlling costs and revenue gen-
eration. Too many programs have costs that exceed 
benefits or do not meet stated goals. I will call for 
regular audits. Large savings can be found in school 
construction, storm water projects, housing, and elimi-
nation of most proposed BRT routes. On the revenue 
side, we need to be more business-friendly to grow the 
commercial tax base.

I will: 1) give impacted communities/residents greater 
participation in proposed development and sector plan 
updates; 2) revisit “Smart Growth” policies which don’t 
properly consider market preferences or the ability to 
provide infrastructure; and 3) review the process for 
ensuring adequate infrastructure - the current process 
is failing and can lead to abrupt moratoriums.

Make objective analysis the basis for decisions, not 
political agendas. Priorities: 1) Widen I-270; 2) 
Build M-83 highway from Clarksburg; 3) R e a l -
time adaptive traffic signals for roads; 4) S t u d y 
potential for light rail network, with MARC train ext. 
to maximize reach. 5) Further study of a Corridor 
Cities Transitway; 6) Regional Transportation Plan for 
Montgomery-PG-Frederick-NOVA region.

Candidates for Montgomery County Council District 2, 3, 4

tiquiabennett.org

D - Democratic  /  District 2R - Republican  /  District 2

Ed Amatetti Tiquia J. Bennett

edamatetti.com

shniderforcouncil.com

D - Democratic  /  District 3

Ben Shnider

nancynavarro.org

D - Democratic  /  District 4

Nancy Navarro

As a former member of the MD General Assembly 
and two-term member of the County Council, these 
experiences have allowed me to develop a great un-
derstanding of the inner workings of Government and 
develop relationships with Government, non-profit 
and private sector groups. This understanding and the 
relationships will help me to continue to be successful 
in addressing our most difficult challenges.

The budget is a complicated mix of priorities and 
values. Reducing items result in needs growing in 
other areas. Increases in areas mean more resources, 
i.e. taxes are required to pay for them. It is a delicate 
balance that each year reflects the needs of the com-
munity and the values of its residents. I believe each 
budget has been an accurate reflection of what our 
County residents needed.

Protecting our Ag reserve is a top priority as my District 
encompasses a large portion of it. We must promote 
infill development in areas close to Metro and other 
transit hubs to accommodate growth while ensur-
ing stormwater management and other measures 
are strong enough to help protect our environment. 
Promoting clean energy in those areas of growth will 
also help balance the increased housing.

The way to fix our transportation woes is via a multi-
tiered approach. We must continue to expand transit 
options for those that don’t have access to Metro. This 
means a BRT route along 355 and in other needed 
areas of the County. We have to fix I-270 and the 
American Legion bridge and build road projects that 
will undo traffic bottlenecks throughout the County.

craigrice.org

D - Democratic  /  District 2

Craig L. Rice

twitter.com/@GraneyJay

D - Democratic  /  District 4

Jay Graney

R - Republican  /  District 2

Tom Ferleman

ferleman.com

R - Republican  /  District 2

Kyle Sefcik

kylesefcik.com

The District 2 candidates 
below did not respond by print 
deadline. See vote411.org for 
any late responses.

sidneykatz.com

D - Democratic  /  District 3

Sidney A. Katz

District  2

District  3 District  4

No response received by print 
deadline. See vote411.org for 
any late responses.

No Republican candidates

Non-responding candidates 
are after those who responded.

No Republican candidates

http://www.tiquiabennett.org
http://www.edamatetti.com
http://www.shniderforcouncil.com
http://www.nancynavarro.org
http://www.craigrice.org
https://twitter.com/@GraneyJay
https://ferleman.com
http://www.kylesefcik.com
http://www.vote411.org
http://sidneykatz.com
http://www.vote411.org
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tomhucker.com

D - Democratic  /  District 5

I have 30 years of experience as a community 
organizer, nonprofit executive, State lawmaker & 
Councilmember. Since I joined the Council, we shrank 
class sizes, improved our transportation system, and 
strengthened our environment. This election will bring 
a large class of new elected leaders. I bring the experi-
enced leadership that is vital to build on past successes 
for the next four year term.

Budget priorities speak to our values. So I prioritize 
education and safety net programs. I have passed new 
revenue measures such as the tax on e-cigarettes. 
I have also advocated for in-sourcing, for example 
tree maintenance, when it reduces costs. I promote 
transparency, encourage whistleblowers, and insist on 
strong oversight of waste, excess and abuse to ensure 
county funds are well-spent.

As a long-term environmental advocate and the 
Council’s Lead for the Environment, protecting the en-
vironment is my priority. My approach to land use in-
sists on transit-oriented development to avoid sprawl. 
I have worked with the LWV for years to advance the 
Purple Line & Bus Rapid Transit to reduce carbon emis-
sions and allow well-regulated growth near transit.

Party

Website

Qualifications
How does your experience prepare you for 
the duties of this position?

Candidate

Development

Budget

How would you manage the county’s 
growth while protecting the environment?

With regard to the county’s budget, should 
programs be added, decreased, increased 
or cut? Give some specific examples of 
measures you would take to address the 
county’s projected budget deficit.

Transportation
What is your plan to address the county’s 
top transportation needs?

Greatly improve transit. Expand affordable housing so 
people can live near work. And encourage telecom-
muting. I’m elated WMATA will have dedicated fund-
ing to improve service & safety. I have worked with 
the LWV for years as a vocal champion of the Purple 
Line. And I support expansion of the countywide BRT 
network, the CCT, MARC service, RideOn Express, and 
free buses for seniors and students.

Tom Hucker

kevinharrisforcouncil.org

D - Democratic  /  District 5

My 33-year professional career in the private, gov-
ernment and nonprofit sectors provides me with a 
uniquely varied perspective. Professional experience 
as a Sr. Planner with MWCOG, M.A. in Community 
Planning, experience in building small businesses 
from the ground up, and multicultural bridge building 
have prepared me well for the diversity of issues one 
must manage as a Councilmember.

Given the budget deficits, I don’t anticipate adding 
programs at this time. We should prioritize programs, 
reduce duplication and expand our tax base with new 
job creation so that we can continue to fund programs. 
Reduce exemptions from impact taxes that developers 
receive which are supposed to contribute to school and 
transportation capacity projects.

We need to do a better job ensuring that new develop-
ment comes with adequate infrastructure to accom-
modate it. We also need to attract more employers 
to the eastern side of the Red Line to cut down on 
commuting times and congestion for residents on the 
eastern side of the region. Locating jobs at these unde-
rutilized transit accessible activity centers will reduce 
overall vehicle miles traveled.

Work to ensure long term viability, dedicated funding 
for Metro, the transportation backbone. Advocate for 
more Metrorail capacity to 8 car trains and increased 
MARC service. Better, more frequent bus service for 
all. Provide adequate bus shelters, better pedestrian, 
bike access to transit stops. Support Vision Zero for ped 
safety. Implement smart, adaptive traffic signals to 
reduce congestion.

Kevin Harris

kengefludd.com

D - Democratic  /  District 5

Kenge Malikidogo-Fludd

Having worked to find resources for others has pre-
pared me to create a Council office that is ready to 
make the connections and provide information to resi-
dents so they may continue to pursue their goals and 
live their best lives in Montgomery County. My work in 
nonprofit and with different agencies has also exposed 
me to the budget constraints, but also the areas that 
haven’t been sought before.

The county’s budget degicit is a big concern, we must 
review income generating activities and find where 
we can receive more fund from the state & federal 
reimbursements. We should also seek to attract great 
employers into the county to increase the amount of 
revenue from income earned within the county. I bring 
a new budget perspective to how the county has been 
operating.

Growth in Montgomery is expected. We must manage 
growth by prioritizing the maintenance of our existing 
roads and buildings, and upgrading all of our systems 
to be more environmentally friendly. We must also 
look for ways to incorporate codes that permit homes 
and businesses to build beyond the standard LEED 
certifications, so everyone can choose how “GREEN” 
they want to be.

I want to work with stakeholders to find options 
that add to our existing transportation systems. 
Underserved communities deserve public transit op-
tions with increased routes and regularity so that they 
can access other areas of the County where they may 
be employed. Transportation provides freedom and in-
dependence and is key to increased income, economic 
development, and better quality of life.

Responses were limited to 400 characters. Responses are shown exactly as provided by the candidates.
See page 31 for details about the office of Montgomery County Council.

Candidates for Montgomery County Council District 5

District  5

On the Ballot: State’s Attorney
 

johnmccarthy.us
D - Democratic

John McCarthyUnopposed Candidate. See 
vote411.org or lwvmocomd.org 
for candidate information.

On the Ballot: Register of Wills
 

No website provided
R - Republican

Dolores ReyesUnopposed Candidates. See 
vote411.org or lwvmocomd.org 
for candidate information.

On the Ballot: Sheriff
 

jaeforsheriff.com
R - Republican

Jae HwangUnopposed Candidates. See 
vote411.org or lwvmocomd.org 
for candidate information.

No website provided
D - Democratic

Joseph M. Griffin

darrenpopkinforsheriff.com
D - Democratic

Darren Mark Popkin

Note: These 3 races will be located AFTER Judge of the Sixth Circuit Court on your ballot.

No Republican 
candidates

No Republican candidates

http://www.tomhucker.com
http://www.kevinharrisforcouncil.org
http://kengefludd.com
http://www.johnmccarthy.us
http://www.vote411.org
https://www.lwvmocomd.org
http://www.vote411.org
https://www.lwvmocomd.org
http://www.jaeforsheriff.com
http://www.vote411.org
https://www.lwvmocomd.org
http://www.darrenpopkinforsheriff.com
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On the Ballot
Judge of the Sixth Circuit Court

(see Candidates on pages 40 - 41)

Duties
Judges preside on the Circuit Court, which is a trial court that 
hears major civil cases and more serious criminal cases, such as 
those requiring a jury trial. Circuit Courts may decide appeals 
from the District Court and certain administrative agencies. The 
Sixth Circuit Court serves Montgomery County.

How Elected
Elected Countywide. The state is divided into 8 Judicial Circuits. 
The General Assembly determines the number of judges in 
each circuit and county. When there is a vacancy, the Governor 
appoints a qualified person to fill the office. Each newly 
appointed Circuit Court judge then must stand for office at 
the first election that occurs at least one year after the vacancy 
happened. One or more other qualified members of the bar 
may also run to fill the vacancy. All candidates run on both the 
Democratic and Republican primary ballots.

Term
Fifteen years, no term limit. Mandatory retirement age is 70.

Salary
$154,433 per year.

Website
montgomerycountymd.gov/cct/

Who May Vote?
You must be registered with the Republican or Democratic 
party to vote for a candidate for Montgomery County 
Circuit Court Judge.

All candidates for Judge appear on both the Republican 
and Democratic primary ballot in the same order.

Democrats and Republicans may vote for no more than 
seven (7) candidates.

 
Questions to the candidates for Judge of the Sixth 
Circuit Court:

•   QUALIFICATIONS: How does your experience pre-
pare you for the duties of this office?

•   DISCRIMINATION: How can the courts address 
discrimination based on race, gender, religion, 
disability, or poverty?

•   COURT NEEDS: What are the greatest needs of 
Maryland’s court system and how can these be 
addressed?

See pages 40 - 41 for candidate responses. Responses are 
shown exactly as provided by the candidates. No edits of 
any kind have been made.

Judge, Circuit Court Montg. Cnty., MD; appointed 
7/6/17. UVA, Econ., ’78 with distinction; UM Law, ’82. 
Family Magistrate, Circuit Court, ‘13 – ‘17, hearing 
family cases. 30-year private practice in all areas rep-
resenting individuals, small businesses and children 
before the courts . Active public service including 
Board Member Montg. Gen. Hosp/Medstar Montg. 
Med. Center, ’96-’18; Chair ‘03-‘05.

Our system needs investment in legal representation 
for the poor, Drug Court, Mental Health Court, Veterans 
Court, Alternative Dispute Resolution, and mediation. 
Each sitting judge strongly supports expansion of 
these services and funding for enhanced pre-trial re-
lease services, drug treatment and addiction services, 
domestic violence awareness, mental health treat-
ment and counseling services.

Each sitting judge is committed to providing fair, ef-
ficient, effective justice for all regardless of gender, 
race, cultural background, religious beliefs, and sexual 
orientation. We ensure that domestic violence victims, 
indigent defendants, self-represented litigants, dis-
abled parties, non-English speakers, are each treated 
with respect, courtesy, and dignity and are given ac-
cess to services.

Website

Qualifications
How does your experience prepare you for 
the duties of this office?

Candidate

Discrimination

Court Needs

How can the courts address discrimination 
based on race, gender, religion, disability, or 
poverty?

What are the greatest needs of Maryland’s 
court system and how can these be 
addressed?

As a litigator for 29 years, I have extensive experience 
handling complex trials throughout MD and D.C. I have 
tried over 120 jury trials to verdict and have argued 
cases before the Appellate courts. I have held leader-
ship positions, such as Managing Attorney, which 
equipped me with the skillset to make difficult deci-
sions in challenging situations that impact others with 
dignity and respect.

Our system needs investment in legal representation 
for the poor, Drug Court, Mental Health Court, Vetreans 
Court, Alternative Dispute Resolution and mediation. 
Each sitting judge strongly supports expansion of 
these services and funding for enhanced pre-trial re-
lease services, drug treatment and addiction services, 
domestic violence awareness, mental health 
treatment and counseling services

Each sitting judge is committed to providing fair, effi-
cient, effective justice for all regardless of gender, race, 
cultural background, religious beliefs and/or sexual 
orientation. We ensure that domestic violence victims, 
indigent defendants, self-represented litigants, dis-
abled parties, non-English speakers, are each treated 
with respect, courtesy and dignity and are given access 
to services.

electsittingjudgesmcs.com

James A. Bonifant Jeannie E. Cho

I have been privileged to serve as a judge on District 
Court of Montgomery County for over 4 years. Before 
then, I was a prosecutor, a defense attorney, a share-
holder at a large firm, and I have run my own small 
firm. I was nominated and selected after undergoing 
a rigorous vetting process based on proven merit. I am 
proud to be the first Asian-American judge appointed 
to the Circuit Court.

Our system needs investment in legal representation 
for the poor, Drug Court, Mental Health Court, Veterans 
Court, Alternative Dispute Resolution, and mediation. 
Each sitting judge strongly supports expansion of 
these services and funding for enhanced pre-trial re-
lease services, drug treatment and addiction services, 
domestic violence awareness, mental health treat-
ment and counseling services.

Each sitting judge is committed to providing fair, ef-
ficient, effective justice for all regardless of gender, 
race, cultural background, religious beliefs, and sexual 
orientation. We ensure that domestic violence victims, 
indigent defendants, self-represented litigants, dis-
abled parties, non-English speakers, are each treated 
with respect, courtesy, and dignity and are given ac-
cess to services.

electsittingjudgesmcs.com

Jill Reid Cummins

electsittingjudgesmcs.com

(Judges continue next page)

http://montgomerycountymd.gov/cct/
http://www.electsittingjudgesmcs.com/
http://www.electsittingjudgesmcs.com/
http://www.electsittingjudgesmcs.com/
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Responses were limited to 400 characters. Responses are shown exactly as provided by the candidates.
See page 40 for details about the office of Judge of the Sixth Circuit Court.

Candidates for Judge of the Sixth Circuit Court continued

Appointed Judge Mont County Circuit Court Nov 2016. 
AA Mont College; BS, MS and JD American University. 
Special Agent FBI; Asst State’s Atty Mont County 
1988-2002; Asst U.S. Atty 2002-2016; Deputy Chief 
DOJ’s Organized Crime and Gang Section 2014-2015. 
Community activities include Mont College Alumni 
Assoc Board of Governors (VP, 2016) and Rockville 
Human Rights Commission (Chair, 2010-2011).

Our system needs investment in legal representation 
for the poor, Drug Court, Mental Health Court, Veterans 
Court, Alternative Dispute Resolution, and mediation. 
Each sitting judge strongly supports expansion of 
these services and funding for enhanced pre-trial re-
lease services, drug treatment and addiction services, 
domestic violence awareness, mental health treat-
ment and counseling services.

Each sitting judge is committed to providing fair, ef-
ficient, effective justice for all regardless of gender, 
race, cultural background, religious beliefs, and sexual 
orientation. We ensure that domestic violence victims, 
indigent defendants, self-represented litigants, dis-
abled parties, non-English speakers, are each treated 
with respect, courtesy, and dignity and are given ac-
cess to services.

Website

Qualifications
How does your experience prepare you for 
the duties of this office?

Candidate

Discrimination

Court Needs

How can the courts address discrimination 
based on race, gender, religion, disability, or 
poverty?

What are the greatest needs of Maryland’s 
court system and how can these be 
addressed?

Current Judge, Circuit Court for Montgomery County. 
UMD, Psych., ’88; U. Balt. Law, ’91, summa cum laude. 
Extensive 26-years of trial and appellate practice in 
complex civil & criminal matters. Co-founder of Smith. 
Lease & Goldstein. Active in the Md. State & Mont. Co. 
Bar Ass’ns. Board Member, Voices for Children, Mont. 
for 16 years (President 2 years). Mont. Co. native, 
graduated Woodward H.S.

Our system needs investment in legal representation 
for the poor, Drug Court, Mental Health Court, Veterans 
Court, Alternative Dispute Resolution, and mediation. 
Each sitting judge strongly supports expansion of 
these services and funding for enhanced pre-trial re-
lease services, drug treatment and addiction services, 
domestic violence awareness, mental health treat-
ment and counseling services.

Each sitting judge is committed to providing fair, ef-
ficient, effective justice for all regardless of gender, 
race, cultural background, religious beliefs, and sexual 
orientation. We ensure that domestic violence victims, 
indigent defendants, self-represented litigants, dis-
abled parties, non-English speakers, are each treated 
with respect, courtesy, and dignity and are given ac-
cess to services.

electsittingjudgesmcs.com

Debra L. Dwyer Kevin G. Hessler

Before becoming a judge, I was an attorney for over 
34 years, handling diverse and complex cases, both 
civil and criminal. I’m committed to the causes of 
diversity and advancement of women and minorities, 
having served as a Commissioner on the Montgomery 
County Commission for Women (1996 to 2005) and on 
the MSBA/Maryland Judiciary Select Committee on 
Gender Equality in the Courts.

Our system needs investment in legal representation 
for the poor, Drug Court, Mental Health Court, Veterans 
Court, Alternative Dispute Resolution, and mediation. 
Each sitting judge strongly supports expansion of 
these services and funding for enhanced pre-trial re-
lease services, drug treatment and addiction services, 
domestic violence awareness, mental health treat-
ment and counseling services.

Each sitting judge is committed to providing fair, ef-
ficient, effective justice for all regardless of gender, 
race, cultural background, religious beliefs, and sexual 
orientation. We ensure that domestic violence vic-
tims, indigent defendants, self-represented litigants, 
disabled parties, and non-English speakers are each 
treated with respect, courtesy, and dignity and are 
given access to services

electsittingjudgesmcs.com

David W. Lease

electsittingjudgesmcs.com

I am prepared for the duties of a judge because I am 
qualified, effective, and fair. I have the legal acumen 
and a record of community service that is unmatched. 
As a lawyer and veteran, I have served and protected 
the community. I love Montgomery County and I love 
serving the community. Please give me an opportu-
nity to serve and protect Montgomery County on the 
bench. Vote Marylin for Maryland!

The greatest need of Maryland’s court system is to 
provide meaningful access to justice. Many middle 
and lower income people do not have access to justice 
because of the high cost of litigation. The court can 
address this issue by increasing the funds in the ap-
pointed attorney programs, encouraging attorneys of 
greater means to do more pro bono work, and educat-
ing the public about their rights.

Discrimination is an injustice that threatens us all. 
Discrimination and justice cannot occupy the same 
space. When justice is served, no one needs to worry 
about discrimination. The courts can minimize or 
eliminate discrimination by applying the law without 
personal bias, recognizing the humanity in people, and 
addressing people with courtesy, respect, and dignity.

Website

Qualifications
How does your experience prepare you for 
the duties of this office?

Candidate

Discrimination

Court Needs

How can the courts address discrimination 
based on race, gender, religion, disability, or 
poverty?

What are the greatest needs of Maryland’s 
court system and how can these be 
addressed?

pierreforjudge.com

Marylin Pierre Margaret Marie Schweitzer

I am a Montgomery County Circuit Court judge and 
had the privilege to serve as a District Court judge for 
4 years. In both courts, I have presided over numerous 
cases. I was an Assistant State’s Attorney for 30 years 
trying over 150 jury trials and countless non-jury 
cases. Vetted by the bar and nominating committee, I 
was found to have the necessary intelligence, integrity, 
and temperament.

Our system needs investment in Drug Court, Mental 
Health Court, Veterans Court, Alternative Dispute 
Resolution, and mediation. Each sitting judge strongly 
supports expansion of these services and funding for 
enhanced pre-trial release services, drug treatment 
and addiction services, domestic violence awareness, 
mental health treatment and counseling services. 

Each sitting judge is committed to providing fair, ef-
ficient, effective justice for all regardless of gender, 
race, cultural background, religious beliefs, and sexual 
orientation. We ensure that domestic violence victims, 
indigent defendants, self-represented litigants, dis-
abled parties, non-English speakers, are each treated 
with respect, courtesy, and dignity and are given ac-
cess to services.

electsittingjudgesmcs.com

http://www.electsittingjudgesmcs.com/
http://www.electsittingjudgesmcs.com/
http://www.electsittingjudgesmcs.com/
http://www.pierreforjudge.com
http://www.electsittingjudgesmcs.com/
http://www.vote411.org
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On the Ballot
Clerk of the Circuit Court

Duties
The Clerk of the Circuit Court oversees the office that performs 
administrative duties for the Circuit Court. The Clerk’s office 
maintains records of court proceedings, court records such as 
deeds, issues business and marriage licenses, performs civil 
wedding ceremonies, and administers the Oath of Office to 
elected officials, judges, and certain county employees.

How Elected
Elected countywide.

Term
Four years, no term limit.

Salary
$114,500 per year.

Website
montgomerycountymd.gov/cct/about-us/clerk.html

Who May Vote?
You must be registered with the Republican or Democratic 
party to vote for their candidates for Clerk of the Circuit 
Court for Montgomery County.

If you are a registered Republican you may vote only for 
one (1) Republican candidate.

If you are a registered Democrat you may vote only for  
one (1) Democratic candidate.

 
Questions to the candidates for Clerk of the Circuit 
Court:

•   QUALIFICATIONS: How does your experience pre-
pare you for the duties of this position?

•   PRIORITIES: What are your top three priorities?

•   AREAS OF NEED: What changes, if any, are needed 
to ensure effective and efficient operation of this 
office?

Responses are shown exactly as provided by the candidates. 
No edits of any kind have been made.

Attorney at Law, licensed to practice since 1995: 
Montgomery County, Maryland. Admitted to the Bar, 
New York, New Jersey, Florida and Washington, DC. 
Pro bono legal work: family law, domestic violence, 
immigration & non-profit organizations. Appointed to 
positions on the local, County, State & Federal levels, 
including Chief of Staff, Montgomery County Council & 
Maryland General Assembly.

The Office of the Clerk urgently needs new manage-
ment, according to staff, residents, and practicing 
attorneys. Greater accountability, transparency, 
innovation,representation and diversity are essential. 
The Court House needs greater engagement with 
the Montgomery County community. Our County has 
changed, our Court House has not.

1. Electronic filing is a top priority, as are innovations 
in the Court House that will help the public & attorneys 
do their work more quickly, efficiently and effectively. 
2. Ensuring that the Office of the Clerk has highest 
level of integrity and customer service. 3.Advocate for 
community-serving priorities such as increasing juror 
pay, public education, & supporting criminal justice 
reform

Party

Website

Qualifications
How does your experience prepare you for 
the duties of this office?

Candidate

Priorities

Areas of Need

What are your top three priorities?

What changes, if any, are needed to ensure 
effective and efficient operation of this 
office?

AlanBowser.net

D - Democratic 

Alan S. Bowser
D - Democratic 

Barbara H. Meiklejohn

I started with the judiciary as a cashier in 1975 and 
was elected Clerk of the Circuit Court in 2014. I have 
learned the court system from the bottom up, and I am 
the only candidate with knowledge of the daily opera-
tions of the Circuit Court. I serve on the MDEC, Rules, 
Forms, Juvenile Law, and Expungement committees. 
Experience matters, and I have over 42 years of experi-
ence within the judiciary.

The biggest area of change will be the implementation 
of MDEC. The Court will be going away from the paper 
case file and going to a paperless system. This will not 
only be a big change for the public and attorneys, but 
also for the employees. I have already begun the train-
ing processes, and under my continued leadership, 
the change from paper to paperless will be a smooth 
transition.

I plan to continue preparing for the implementation 
of Maryland Electronic Courts (MDEC), a statewide 
paperless computer system, continue with community 
outreach and education, including our current intern-
ship program and job fairs, and also, to advocate for 
my court staff to have the best possible resources to 
perform their duties timely and efficiently for the citi-
zens of Montgomery County.

facebook.com/barbarameiklejohnforclerk/

No Republican candidates

http://montgomerycountymd.gov/cct/about-us/clerk.html
http://www.AlanBowser.net
https://www.facebook.com/barbarameiklejohnforclerk/?ref=bookmarks
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On the Ballot
Montgomery County Party Central Committees

Duties: Voters participate in governing the national, state, and local party in 
their selection of members of the county party Central Committee. The county 
central committee sets local party policy and assists local candidates, and chooses 
representatives to the state central committee. The state party committee, in turn, 
sets the state party’s policies, assists state-wide candidates, and selects Maryland’s 
representatives on the national party committee. The national party committee sets the 
rules for nominating candidates for President and assists candidates for federal office. 
In Maryland, party central committees recommends candidates to the Governor to fill 
vacancies in state and local offices when a member of the party resigns or dies in office.

How Elected: Locally by registered party members. The Republican Central 
Committee has eight (8) members elected at large and five (5) elected from each 
of the eight (8) State Senate districts. The Democratic Central Committee has eight 
(8) members elected at large and two (2) elected from each of the eight (8) State 
Senate districts, with membership equally divided between men and women. 

Term: Four years, no term limit.

Salary: None.

Websites: Montgomery County Republican Central Committee mcgop.com  

Montgomery County Democratic Central Committee mcdcc.org

Who May Vote?

You must be registered with the Republican or Democratic party to vote for 
their candidates for Party Central Committee.

If you are a registered Republican you may vote for eight (8) at large Republican 
candidates and five (5) Republican candidates from your Legislative District.

If you are a registered Democrat you may vote for eight (8) at large Democratic 
candidates (four (4) female candidates and four (4) male candidates) and 
two (2) Democratic candidates (one (1) female candidate and one (1) male 
candidate) from your Legislative District.

 
Questions to the candidates for Party Central Committees:

•   QUALIFICATIONS: How does your experience prepare you for the duties 
of this office?

•   PRESIDENTIAL NOMINATING PROCESS: What changes, if any, should be 
made in the party’s process for nominating a candidate for President?

•   PARTICIPATION OF UNAFFILIATED VOTERS: What steps will you take to 
appeal to voters outside the party, such as opening the party primary to 
unaffiliated voters?

•   PRIORITIES FOR PARTY: What are your priorities for the party?

•   FILLING VACANCIES IN OFFICE: What criteria will you use when 
considering candidates to fill a vacancy in the General Assembly or other 
office?

Due to space limitations, only the candidates’ names are listed here.  
Their responses to the questions may be found at vote411.org or 
lwvmocomd.org.  

Candidates for Republican Central Committee At Large
Vote for eight (8)

Gus Alzona
Sharon L. Cohen
Patricia Fenati
Michael Higgs

Ann Guthrie Hingston
Lori Jaffe
Lorraine Kuchmy
Dennis Brent Melby

Adol T. Owen-Williams II
Dwight Patel
Mark Uncapher

Candidates for Republican Central Committee By District
You may vote for five (5) in your Legislative District

District 14
Kevin Dorrance
Samuel Fenati
Joseph P. Gillin
Rick Hansen
Anne Koutsoutis

District 15
Dan Cuda
Del Lamiman
William Sharon Richbourg
Bradley St. Rohrs
Reardon Sullivan

District 16
Marcus Alzona
Paul S. Foldi
Leslie Grizzard
Christopher Dexter Haas
Larry Lesser
Gail Weiss

 
 

District 17
Harry Burnett
Deborah Lambert
Aron K. Schwartz
Chris Thoms
Josephine J. Wang

District 18
Alexander Alan Bush
Vincent Frederick DeCain
Dolores Reyes
Tom Rodriguez
Jean Alexandra Tuttle
Linda Willard

District 19
Jeffrey Brown
Donald Irvine
Alirio E. Martinez, Jr.
Sheldon Sacks
Martha Schaerr
Frederick G. Seelman
Patrick Spaulding 

District 20
Jamie Greedan

District 39
John Phillip Cabrera
Candice Clough
Gregory Decker
Al Phillips
Ramana Raju Sarikonda

Candidates for Democratic Central Committee Female At Large 
Vote for four (4)

Marjorie Goldman
Laura Henderson

Martine Laney
Marie Kathleen Mapes

Michelle Ngwafon
Judith Ann Stephenson

Candidates for Democratic Central Committee Male At Large  
Vote for four (4)

Darrell Anderson
Andy Aviles
Christopher Delgado Bradbury
Juan Miguel Cardenas

Justin W. Chappell
Edward Fischman
Scott E. Goldberg
Dave Kunes

Erwin David Rose
Gabriel Sorrel

Candidates for Democratic Central Committee By District  
Vote for one female and one male in your Legislative District

District 14 Female
Mimi Hassanein

District 14 Male
Arthur Edmunds

District 15 Female
Linda K. Foley

District 15 Male
Tony Puca
Greg Wims

District 16 Female
Ann Racuya-Robbins
Sarah Wolek

District 16 Male
Jordan Cooper
Brian Michael Doherty
Hrant Jamgochian

District 17 Female
Luisa Arevalo
Jennifer Guzman Hosey

District 17 Male
Matthew Lee
Cameron Rhode
Brian Gene Walton

District 18 Female
Jazmin Moral

District 18 Male
Aaron M. Kaufman
Michael Tardif

District 19 Female
Diedre Gallagher
Samantha Jones
Linda L. Mahoney

District 19 Male
Steven Cenname
Harold N. Diamond
Christopher Steven Jennison

District 20 Female
Pamela Francine Luckett

District 20 Male
George Neighbors

District 39 Female
Suzi Williams Kaplan
Chibuzor M. Nwosu

District 39 Male
Mumin Barre

Unsure of your Legislative District? See your Sample Ballot or go to 
https://voterservices.elections.maryland.gov/VoterSearch or call the 
Montgomery County Board of Elections at 240-777-VOTE.

https://www.mcgop.com
https://mcdcc.org
http://www.vote411.org
https://www.lwvmocomd.org
https://voterservices.elections.maryland.gov/VoterSearch
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Questions to candidates for Montgomery 
County Board of Education:

•   QUALIFICATIONS: How does your experience prepare 
you for the duties of this position?

•   ACHIEVEMENT GAP: What approaches would you 
support to address achievement gaps among stu-
dents from diverse ethnic and socio-economic 
backgrounds?

•   BUDGET: If cuts to the MCPS budget were necessary, 
where would you make the cuts or reprogram 
funds?

•   COLLEGE ALTERNATIVES: What options do you 
support for (1) non-college bound students and 
(2) students who need an alternative path to 
graduation?

•   SCHOOL BUILDINGS: What steps would you take 
to address aging facilities, school capacity, and 
increased enrollment?

•   SCHOOL SAFETY: What additional steps would you 
recommend to address school safety issues such as 
the opioid epidemic, gang problems, and bullying?

•   PARTNERSHIPS: How can the Montgomery County 
Public Schools better integrate county and com-
munity services to enhance the educational experi-
ence of our students?

•   PRIORITIES: What are your top three priorities??

Duties
The Montgomery County Board of Education is responsible 
for the direction and operation of the public school system. 
Members of the Board of Education determine and enforce 
policies that govern the Montgomery County Public Schools 
(MCPS).  The Board’s responsibilities include, but are not limited 
to the following: selecting and appointing the superintendent 
of schools, adopting operating and capital budgets, establishing 
curriculum guides, and establishing school boundaries.

How Elected
The Board of Education is composed of two at large members 
who may live anywhere in the county and five members who 
must reside in the districts that they represent. The terms are 
staggered, with one at large and two or three district members 
being elected every two years. Elections for Board of Education 
members are non-partisan. All voters, regardless of party 
affiliation or the district in which they live, may vote for one at 
large candidate and one candidate from each district.

Term
Four years, no term limit.

Salary
$25,000 annual base.

Website
montgomeryschoolsmd.org/boe

Who May Vote?
You do not need to be registered with a party to vote for 
the Montgomery County Board of Education.

You may vote only for one (1) candidate for At Large 
Board of Education member and one (1) candidate for 
District 3 Board of Education member. The two candidates 
receiving the most votes for at large and District 3 will 
appear on the General Election ballot.

See pages 45 - 46 for candidate responses. Responses are 
shown exactly as provided by the candidates. No edits of 
any kind have been made.

Due to space limitations, only responses to the first four 
questions are printed. Responses to the remaining four 
questions may be found at vote411.org.

On the Ballot
Montgomery County Board of Education

(see Candidates on pages 45-46)

Note: Candidates for Districts 1 and 5 will not appear on the Primary 
Election ballot as only two candidates have filed in each District. 
Both will appear on the General Election ballot in November.

http://montgomeryschoolsmd.org/boe/
http://www.vote411.org
http://www.vote411.org


45

timuredib.com

MPA in Public Policy with a concentration on Education 
Policy. Served as a Commissioner on the City of Phoenix 
Excellence in Education Commission where we coor-
dinated over 90 school districts. Legislative Analyst 
overseeing Department of Education Programs on is-
sues of Truancy, Dropout, Pregnancy, and Delinquency. 
Former public school substitute teacher and commu-
nity college adjunct professor.

I wouldn’t!! I would look to other funding streams. I 
would work with the health agencies for funding for 
our health offices, I would look to Department of Labor 
for help with our career counseling, I would look to 
local businesses and industry to fund vocational edu-
cation and open retail, I would look to neighborhood 
associations for funding of after school activities, and 
I would seek grants.

I would change the entire paradigm of SSL hours and 
community involvement. I would engage our retired 
citizenry, our local businesses, other federal, state, and 
local agencies, and non governmental organizations 
to find cooperative opportunities to make sure every 
student is ready, willing, and able to learn each and 
every day. Learning has no boundaries. In our schools, 
all students are equal.

Website

Qualifications
How does your experience prepare you for 
the duties of this position?

Candidate

Achievement Gap

Budget

What approaches would you support to 
address achievement gaps among students 
from diverse ethnic and socio-economic 
backgrounds?

If cuts to the MCPS budget were necessary, 
where would you make the cuts or 
reprogram funds?

College Alternatives
What options do you support for (1) 
non-college bound students and (2) 
students who need an alternative path to 
graduation?

robertson4boe.wixsite.com/mysite

As a Board Member for Montgomery County Public 
Libraries (MCPL) I am well-qualified to serve as a MCPS 
Board Member. I have a strong commitment to public 
service and I am committed to improving the quality of 
education all students receive.

MCPS does not lack funding and cuts are not necessary. 
According to the 2016 MD State Public Education Audit 
there are millions of unaccounted for and improperly 
used MCPS dollars. If elected to the MCPS Board I will 
bring honesty and transparency and accountability to 
the budgetary and spending process.

The achievement gap does not represent a failure of 
our public school system and certainly does not rep-
resent a failure on the part of the classroom teachers; 
the achievement gap represents a failure on the part of 
some parents in particular communities to adequately 
prepare their own children to succeed. Many parents 
need to do a better job and accept greater responsibil-
ity for their own children

Website

Qualifications
How does your experience prepare you for 
the duties of this position?

Candidate

Achievement Gap

Budget

What approaches would you support to 
address achievement gaps among students 
from diverse ethnic and socio-economic 
backgrounds?

If cuts to the MCPS budget were necessary, 
where would you make the cuts or 
reprogram funds?

Currently less than 5% of MCPS graduating students 
who are not college bound receive any internship ex-
perience or vocational training. If elected to the MCPS 
Board I will work to establish a much more robust and 
dynamic internship and vocational training program 
through partnerships with the many, many fantastic 
regional, national, and global companies headquar-
tered here in Montgomery County.

College Alternatives
What options do you support for (1) non-
college bound students and (2) students 

who need an alternative path to 
graduation?

I’ve spent 26 years in education building relation-
ships with students in my own classroom and as an 
administrator in middle and high school. I’ve had the 
opportunity to provide algebra curriculum to at risk 
youth who wouldn’t have received the curriculum 
otherwise. Throughout my tenure, I’ve forged partner-
ships with stakeholders in order to provide students 
with resources that they need.

I would make cuts in programs that are underperform-
ing. I would look at data collected through stakeholder 
voice, growth, enrollment, interest and assessment 
data. I would be looking for areas within the programs 
that could be restructured, so that the entire program 
would not have to be eliminated. I would also look at 
partnerships that we could form to help support the 
areas that have been cut.

I am in favor of the ESY programs that are being 
implemented at two elementaries next year. This 
provides students with more time for learning. This 
also decreases the time for the summer slide. We also 
need to build upon our current efforts to engage and 
motivated students by curricula in which they see 
themselves reflected and that is aligned to their psy-
chosocial stage of development.

I support learning opportunities for students that are 
real world applicable like the programs in consortium 
schools. These consortiums expose students to options 
outside of college. These consortiums also meet the 
needs of learners who need an alternative path to 
graduation. These experiences provide students the 
opportunity to be successful and prepared for life after 
high school.

I AM SO GLAD YOU ASKED!!! I want to focus on voca-
tional education. I beleive our educational system is to 
have a citizenry that can support industry. That means 
vocational skills just as much as it means preparing 
students for occupations that require college degrees. 
I want artists, carpenters, coders, CAD technicians, and 
auto technicians. Students must be allowed to be their 
own best!

Timur Edib

John A. Robertson

brandononboard@gmail.com

Brandon Orman Rippeon

twitter.com/RyanArbuckleMD

I have experience dealing with the analysis and evalu-
ation of government policy as well as understand that 
there are trade offs when it comes to policy decisions. 
I have academic experience in regards to Education 
and have conducted research and reviewed research 
on topics ranging from performance pay for teachers 
to the impact of supplemental instruction on student 
performance.

I would focus the cuts on programs/projects that could 
be curtailed until a later date. For example, I would 
look at trying to use the facilities that we have where 
possible and try and make the most of resources that 
we currently have rather than expanding our schools. 
While I would strive to ensure we don’t cut the budget, 
they can occur and aren’t ideal.

I would try and incorporate programs that engage the 
communities of these groups. Involvement of the com-
munity as well as programs that involve parents have 
greater potential of improving the student’s progress 
as well as can be tailored to the specific needs that are 
contributing to the achievement gap, this also includes 
providing teachers with the tools and support needed 
to help the students.

In cases like these, I would support programs that help 
the students pursue other education (such as trade 
schools) or that help to support the student’s career 
interests. While I believe education is key to success, 
college isn’t the only form of education that can be 
obtained. I would want programs to make students 
aware of all their options and allow the parents and 
students to decide.

Ryan Arbuckle

facebook.com/marwa4edu

Marwa Omar Ibrahim

Currently as a preschool administrator and teacher, I 
still hold a first-hand experience and genuine under-
standing of the relationship between the managing 
offices and the teachers who work so hard in our class-
rooms. I appreciate a “boots on the ground” approach 
to administration where we are hands on with our 
faculty, staff, and students.

As a first generation American and a product of our 
schools, I can understand the struggle in the com-
munity. Information to our families using this amazing 
age of technology to create low cost, effective, and 
engaging information tools easily understood by our 
students and families. This will relieve our counselors 
and teachers to further be trained in cultural compe-
tency for our communities.

As a first generation American and a product of our 
schools, I can understand the struggle in the com-
munity. Information to our families using this amazing 
age of technology to create low cost, effective, and 
engaging information tools easily understood by our 
students and families. This will relieve our counselors 
and teachers to further be trained in cultural compe-
tency for our communities.

The current system of postponing college & career 
education until high school puts our students at a dis-
advantage when it’s time to enter the workforce. Many 
careers now do not need a traditional 4 year path. 
Career fairs supported by our communities beginning 
in our middle schools allow children to focus their curi-
osity in coming years of study, allowing for volunteer & 
internship opportunities.

As an MCPS parent, I have been an education advo-
cate in MCPS for years, having served on the Special 
Education Advisory Committee, the MCCPTA Special 
Education Committee, the boards of three schools’ 
PTAs, and work groups and panels. I’ve been awarded 
a Maryland PTA Lifetime Achievement Award, an 
MCCPTA Special Education Com. Outstanding Parent 
Award, and a President’s Volunteer Award.

In the face of cuts to the budget, I would look at ways 
to improve efficiency and eliminate waste in MCPS as a 
whole, which we should always be doing. With regard 
to cutting specific programs, it would be premature to 
slate programs for elimination absent more research 
and stakeholder engagement to better understand the 
effectiveness, or not, of such programs, as well as their 
fiscal impact.

Providing greater access to public pre-K programs, 
such as Head Start, is critical. We must also expand 
K-12 programs, such as Achieving Collegiate Excellence 
and Success (ACES), the Minority Scholars Program, 
and Linkages to Learning. The AVID program at Paint 
Branch, which supports underserved students in the 
middle ranges toward a rigorous college bound path, 
may be a model for expansion.

We must expand career and technology education 
(CTE) options and (geographic) access for students. 
Not all students are on a college path. While I am a 
college graduate, my parents were not, and both had 
fulfilling professional lives. My priorities below include 
expanded access to meaningful educational oppor-
tunities for all students with special needs, including 
non-diploma bound students.

reiley4education.com/

Julie Reiley

Responses were limited to 400 characters. Responses are shown exactly as provided by the candidates.
See page 44 for details about the office of Montgomery County Board of Education.

Candidates for Montgomery County Board of Education At Large

http://www.timuredib.com
http://robertson4boe.wixsite.com/mysite
http://brandononboard@gmail.com
http://twitter.com/RyanArbuckleMD
http://www.facebook.com/marwa4edu
http://www.reiley4education.com/
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Responses were limited to 400 characters. Responses are shown exactly as provided by the candidates.
See page 44 for details about the office of Montgomery County Board of Education.

I am a 20-year veteran on the school Board, having 
been president five times, and currently chair of 
the Policy Management Committee, and president, 
Maryland Association of Boards of Education. I have 
experienced MCPS as a student, parent and Board 
member and am proud of our achievements in ini-
tiatives in academic achievement despite reduced 
resources. We have also overcome serious challenges.

We must continue to examine our existing allocation 
to make sure we are using taxpayers’ dollars wisely. We 
must examine our instructional and business practices 
for savings and eliminate or redesign what doesn’t 
work anymore. To the extent possible, dollars should 
be focused on the classroom.

We are increasingly differentiating funding for schools 
based on individual needs of schools and communities. 
We must do more by providing individualized support 
to students based on their specific needs. We must 
partner with out county and community partners to 
support students and their families with after-school 
programs, heath services, language classes, etc. We 
should utilize best practices.

As part of the MCCPTA Health and Safety committee, 
I have been woking for change for a few years now. 
Heath and safety is paramount for future success. I 
have had kids in the school system for more than 15 
years and I have 6 more to go. As a parent in the school 
system I’m very familiar with the issues kids are facing 
in the schools and I know firsthand what is going on in 
the classroom.

I would like to see more funds going directly to the 
children. It is important to be budget conscious with 
how we allocate funds. Projects should be prioritized 
based on how they enhance the classroom experience. 
For example, before throwing technology into the 
classrooms as a panacea, we need to fully research the 
educational value so that it is truly beneficial.

Inspirational and strong teachers can have a life 
changing impact on a child’s future. i would like to see 
more incentives for teachers to stay longer, smaller 
class sizes, and differentiated teaching. We need to 
also get it right with the curriculum or react faster. It 
is not ok to announce after 7 years of implementation 
that curriculum 2.0 has failed.

Honing relationships with the county and community 
and determining the gaps and needs of the students 
is a good first step. Setting up more workshops, in-
ternships, and more after school work opportunities 
should also be pursued. I would like to see more course 
offerings for these students and more of the business 
community involved with the schools to help 
support this.

MCPS has recently changed its policies to improve 
access to career and technical education programs. 
We must focus on the needs of each student to make 
sure they are prepared for college or career and life. We 
must review and enhance programs with Montgomery 
College and Thomas Edison High School of Technology 
to meet 21st century needs. Each high school must 
have options for career education.

-Empower teachers to make more decisions, eliminat-
ing the need for mid-level administrators; schools 
domestically and internationally have had success 
tapping ‘teacher leaders’. It works. -Then, I would 
marshal resources toward getting MCPS’s fair share of 
state school construction funding. Current allocations 
are vastly unfair to MCPS--especially considering our 
school enrollment growth.

MCPS ranks last statewide in time devoted to phys. 
ed. & recess. This is especially harmful to low-income 
and minority children--as pediatricians and other ex-
perts emphasize. There is a clear link b/w movement 
& student achievement & emotional well-being. My 
academic research highlights a MD school that is the 
national model for addressing the achievement gap; 
the key: kids learn while moving.

1) MCPS needs to celebrate career and technical 
education as a viable and worthy choice. It is. And a 
problem-based hands-on approach to instruction at all 
grade levels would be a win-win. 2) Via my academic 
research and aligned findings, I know that increased 
hands-on and outdoor based education empowers 
students who do not excel in traditional classrooms. 
Invest in such programs.

I am a 17year MCPS parent and education advocate 
at all levels, with unique experience in both high-
achieving and high-FARMS schools. As PTA leader, 
Neighborhood leader, campaign volunteer and MCPS 
committee member (boundary, site selection, con-
struction, achievement gap) I have proposed options 
and creative solutions to stall de facto segregation and 
address equity in our schools.

Before cuts became necessary, I would work collab-
oratively with parents, teachers, elected officials at 
the state and local level to secure necessary funds(fair 
share of state and gambling revenue, developer contri-
butions), and reach out to non-profits and businesses 
to offset costs. Last, I would prioritize services for our 
most vulnerable students: special needs, ESOL, and 
high-poverty students.

I support Universal Pre-K, need-based pre-school sup-
port, educational supports (ESOL, METS, Counselors), 
and wraparound services (Linkages, Outreach). 
Universal screening, parent engagement (through 
community outreach), and extended day/year and Sat. 
programs are also helpful. Increasing access to bilin-
gual resources, diversity, and dual-language teachers 
and staff.

1) I support expanded career and technical training 
to help non college-bound students earn a living 
wage. 2) I support alternative education options (Blair 
Ewing, etc) for students who need an alternative path 
to graduation, including subsidized access to adult Ed/ 
GED classes beginning at age 16 for those who may 
need to work or leave school for health reasons.

Two decades of experience in community engagement 
and education where I have built deep relationships 
with county leaders & community groups. MCPS Latino 
Student Achievement Action Group Chair, Director of 
Community Engagement for Montgomery College, 
Latino liaison for Montgomery County, Woodlin ES PTA 
Board, MCCPTA curriculum committee, science educa-
tion teacher training, TESOL, & alternative ed.

We must use data to make difficult decisions. I would 
examine the data and make cuts on programs that are 
not showing desired results.

Early care & education from 0-5 years of age. Increased 
participation in rigorous classes for all students. 
Recruiting & retaining the best teachers and principals. 
Small class sizes. Well implemented dual language 
programs. Training for staff on bias & its effect on stu-
dent achievement. Partnerships for mental health & 
other safety-net needs. Effective parent engagement 
& language access.

Promoting technical education. Students should be 
able graduate with an industry recognized certificate 
in a high demand field which will help them get 
employed. They need better guidance on how to ac-
cess technical programs at Montgomery College to 
continue their career path. Students should also have 
GED and additional online options as alternative paths 
to graduation.

Candidates for Montgomery County Board of Education At Large continued
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-Doctorate degree in Education (College of William & 
Mary; k-12 emphasis) -5 years as a community college 
educator; earned social justice teaching fellowship -10 
years of leading advocacy at two high-profile national 
community development nonprofits; expert in afford-
able housing & community development -National 
advocate for arts education & civic engagement—es-
pecially in low-income communities
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Three Ways To Vote
1. VOTE EARLY at a convenient time and location for you.  
The Early Voting Centers are open from 10 am – 8 pm, Thursday, 
June 14 – Thursday, June 21. All County ballots available. See 
page 3 for all Early Voting Center locations.

2. VOTE BY MAIL (ABSENTEE) from home or away—
no reason needed. Applications available from www.777vote.org, 
call 240-777-8550, or at the Board of Elections (18753 N. Frederick 
Avenue, Suite 210, Gaithersburg, MD).

3. VOTE AT YOUR ASSIGNED POLLING PLACE 
on Tuesday, June 26. Go to your polling place. Polls are open 7 am 
to 8 pm. If you are unsure of your polling place, check your sample 
ballot or visit https://voterservices.elections.maryland.gov/
PollingPlaceSearch.

Over 98 Years of  Making Democracy Work.  
Nationally respected, locally engaged.

2018 PRIMARY ELECTION: TUESDAY, JUNE 26.  POLLS OPEN: 7am - 8pm.

Why Vote? 
Your Vote Makes A Difference!  It’s about....

Community:  how to balance priorities such as health, 
housing, and parks. 

Education:  how to strengthen the quality and performance of 
the schools.

Environment:  how to protect natural resources and 
ecosystems .

Money:  how your taxes are spent.

Transportation:  how to balance the needs of drivers, transit 
riders, cyclists, and walkers.
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Produced By:

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS®

OF MONTGOMERY COUNTY, MD, INC.
CITIZEN EDUCATION FUND

The League of Women Voters wishes to thank the following:

Watkins Voter Empowerment Fund of the 
Montgomery Community Foundation

Montgomery County Council Community Grant

Charles Somerville and Ben Moser—Design Team

Frederick News Post—Printing and Publishing

We also thank our LWVMC members and office manager 
who contributed and volunteered hundreds of hours to 

prepare and distribute this Voters’ Guide.

FOUNDATION

Would you like to join or contribute to The League of Women Voters? See page 6.
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