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How long has Montgomery County 
had a Climate Protection Plan? Who 
participated in its development? (Were 
any LWVMC members?) What envi-
romental areas did it focus on? What are 
its goals, and how well is the county 
meeting those goals? This month’s Fact 
Sheet and Unit meetings will be 
addressing these issues, and the  LWVMC 
Natural Resources Committee hopes you 
will join in our CCP  dialogues. 

Why should you care? A clean envi-
ronment with wise use of energy is 
important not only for air and water 
quality--including that of the Chesa-
peake Bay, an economic as well as 
environmental resource—but also for 
public health. For example, is anyone in 
your family among the growing 
statistics of individuals suffering with 
asthma? More allergies? Have you 
begun to notice near at hand the evi-
dence of climate change? More floods? 
Changes in the wildlife and plants 
living near you? 

Does local government have the 
resources to make a difference? Can 
residents and businesses in Montgom-
ery County, with or without other local, 
state, or national government cooper-
ation, live sustainably? Are there 
economic resources to make this hap-
pen? What can we do as individuals and 
as a community to make a difference? 
What steps have been taken?

The CPP addresses six areas: (1) land 
use and agriculture, (2) education and 
outreach, (3) renewable resources, (4) 

transportation, (5) residential energy 
efficiency, and (6) multifamily dwell-
ings and business energy efficiency. 
The February Fact Sheet will focus on 
(3), (5), and (6), the energy aspects. 
Read the Fact Sheet, share it, bring it 
and a friend to a unit meeting, and 
keep your eye out for when LWVMC 
will have an opportunity to also 
address other CPP areas in depth.

Trending Topic to your aid:
Help!
Deer ate my impatiens! 
And some climbing vine is 
choking my trees!
Thus, our Feb. 23 Trending Topic is 

“Too Many Deer and Invasive Plants.” 
The problem is one we’re all too 
familiar with.We plant our bulbs or 
seeds or nursery seedlings; the flowers 
bloom (if they get a chance) and then 
the deer devour them.
Our speaker, Rob Gibbs, Department 

of Parks, chairs the County’s Deer Man-
agement Work Group and supervises the 
non-native invasive species program.
Many of us know someone, or several 

people, who’ve suffered through Lyme 
Disease. Deer play a role in the lives of 
the ticks that spread it.
 Kudzu leaves are sort of pretty, but 

we don’t want them taking over our 
woods.

Units want to know this too:
What’s the score on our county’s Climate Change Plan?

Legislative date changed!
At our Voter deadline, the state LWV 

notified us that they had to change our 
state Legislative Day from Thurs. March 
5, to WED., MARCH 11, reserving 
rooms in state buildings.

So we are asking everyone AGAIN 
whether each of you is still interested 
and still can come to the March 11 
Legislative Day, “one of the most 
exciting days on our LWVMC and state 
calendars.” We will reach out to other 
members.through the newsletter online 
and e-mails. But each of you can help 
by inviting an additional person to 
volunteer too. 

Interested volunteers who can yet 
participate on the new date please 
contact Linda Silversmith, Action chair, 
at 301-294-0566 or lindas@capaccess.org

See more legislative stories,
starting on p 6
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Trending Topic Time
Wheaton Library
Mon., Feb. 23, 12:15

Join us to learn what Montgomery 
County  is doing about the 
problems of excessive deer 
populations and non-native 
invasive species control. He will 
suggest  how we can support  those 
efforts, and will tell us what we 
can safely  do about them in our 
own backyards (and front 
yards). Bring along a guest, even 
a gardener or two.—Linda 
Silversmith, Natural Resources

mailto:lindas@capaccess.org
mailto:lindas@capaccess.org


Housing/
Historic Preservation
Melpi Jeffries
301-530-5452
melpijeffries@verizon.net

International Relations
Judy Whiton
301-963-9432
jhwhit0n@msn.com

Making Democracy Work
Barbara Sanders
301-587-1323
bsanders@TerpAlum.umd.edu

Membership
Diane Hibino
240-669-8169
dianehibino@comcast.net
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Bee Ditzler
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NEWSLETTER EDITORS:
Linda/Dave Anderson
904-806-9449
dlanderson39@gmail.com

As we all know, February is about love. I am writing about 
what I love about LWVMC. So, “How do I love thee, let me 
count the ways.”

Anyone who knows me knows that I love lists. I like to 
make lists about the things I need to get done. I make lists of 
menus and save them for holiday dinners. I make lists of 
books I want to read and reread. And of course I make lists of 
League activities. I love that when I look at the League lists, I 
see so many activities that engage our members. All the 
committee activities provide a way for members to stay en-
gaged in their communities and interests. There are also the 
programs the League offers to members and the public. Just 
this month, the Great Decisions program will begin on Fri-
day, Feb. 13. The information one receives about interna-
tional challenges cannot be praised enough. February will 
also see another Trending Topics meeting---presented by a 
county parks expert on the management of the deer popula-
tion as well as invasive, non-native species. And, as always, 
our monthly units will meet, this time to find out about 
“Montgomery County’s Climate Protection Plan: Taking a 
Look, Checking on Progress.”

Another thing I love is how the League is an advocacy or-
ganization that works every year during the Maryland Gen-
eral Assembly session to see that legislation supporting our 
positions (arrived at after our grassroots-consensus process) 
is enacted. Now is the time to make sure you have on your 
calendar the March 11 date for Legislative Advocacy Day in 
Annapolis. This trip to learn about the State League’s advo-
cacy goals and to lobby your own state legislator is a wonder-
ful way to immerse yourself in a League activity. (Linda Sil-
versmith, our vice president for Action, needs to know now if 
you plan on coming to Annapolis.) 

Now is also the time to sign up to receive the Maryland 
League’s publication, Report from State Circle. This regular 
newsletter about legislation before the General Assembly, 
which is published during the session and written by League 
members, is treasured by Annapolis insiders for its clear and 
concise stories about the issues the General Assembly is con-
sidering. Subscribe now through the State League to know 
what is happening in Annapolis.

And I love all our members, especially our new ones. On 
Sunday afternoon, Feb. 1 at 3, there will be a new-members’ 
tea in Kensington. If you’re a new member, I encourage you 
to come and talk to other members and learn about all the 
activities you can participate in. And if you’ve been thinking 
about asking a friend to join the League, the tea is a perfect 
opportunity to ask that friend to join you there. If you miss 
this tea, be sure to look for the next one, since this is a perfect 
way to get more involved in League activities. 

I hope you all have a February filled with love.—Linna
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Love, love, love. . . . 
All you need is love. 

          —The Beatles

President
Linna Barnes
301-654-6145
linnabarnes@gmail.com

Program VP
Judy Morenoff
301-881-3132
morenoffj@aol.com

Action VP
Linda Silversmith
301-294-0566
linsil@usermail.com

Finance VP
Ralph Watkins
301-608-0147
ralph.watkins1@verizon.net

Treasurer
Barbara Hankins
301-493-4425
barbara@hankins.net

Unit Coordinator
Nancy Bliss
301-365-5403
nabliss44@aol.com

COMMITTEES:
Agriculture
Margaret Chasson
301-942-0497
mchasson@aol.com

Communications
Elaine Apter
301-438-8707
aptere@verizon.net

County Grants &
Contracts Study
Adrienne McBride
301-467-8979
adrienne.mcbride
@gmail.com
Melpi Jeffries
301-530-5452
melpijeffries@verizon.net

Education
Maxine Lewack
301-384-8255
rhmgl@verizon.net

Election Services
(Condo/HOA)
Sylvia Olivet
301-704-1838
sbolivetti@gmail.com

Health
Eva Feder
301-530-7621
feder2@mac.com

LWVMC OFFICERS & COMMITTEES

mailto:melpijeffries@verizon.net
mailto:melpijeffries@verizon.net
mailto:jhwhit0n@msn.com
mailto:jhwhit0n@msn.com
mailto:bsanders@TerpAlum.umd.edu
mailto:bsanders@TerpAlum.umd.edu
mailto:dianehibino@comcast.net
mailto:dianehibino@comcast.net
mailto:linsil@usermail.com
mailto:linsil@usermail.com
mailto:ldchang@aol.com
mailto:ldchang@aol.com
mailto:debandger@earthlink.net
mailto:debandger@earthlink.net
http://livepage.apple.com/
http://livepage.apple.com/
http://livepage.apple.com/
http://livepage.apple.com/
mailto:bditzle@yahoo.com
mailto:bditzle@yahoo.com
mailto:connietonat@gmail.com
mailto:connietonat@gmail.com
mailto:carolwgma@gmail.com
mailto:carolwgma@gmail.com
mailto:dlanderson39@gmail.com
mailto:dlanderson39@gmail.com
mailto:linnabarnes@gmail.com
mailto:linnabarnes@gmail.com
mailto:morenoffj@aol.com
mailto:morenoffj@aol.com
mailto:linsil@usermail.com
mailto:linsil@usermail.com
mailto:ralph.watkins1@verizon.net
mailto:ralph.watkins1@verizon.net
mailto:barbara@hankins.net
mailto:barbara@hankins.net
mailto:nabliss44@aol.com
mailto:nabliss44@aol.com
mailto:mchasson@aol.com
mailto:mchasson@aol.com
mailto:aptere@verizon.net
mailto:aptere@verizon.net
http://adtirnne.mcbride@gmail.com
http://adtirnne.mcbride@gmail.com
http://adtirnne.mcbride@gmail.com
http://adtirnne.mcbride@gmail.com
mailto:melpijeffries@verizon.net
mailto:melpijeffries@verizon.net
mailto:rhmgl@verizon.net
mailto:rhmgl@verizon.net
mailto:sbolivetti@gmail.com
mailto:sbolivetti@gmail.com
mailto:feder2@mac.com
mailto:feder2@mac.com


 
 
 

FEBRUARY 2015 EVENTS CALENDAR 
All meetings are open to the public 

Meetings at the LWVMC Office and Montgomery County libraries are handicap-accessible: 

  

DATE & TIME  EVENT     LOCATION 

1 Sun   3:00 pm New Member Reception    2724 Jennings Rd, Kensington 

4          Wed       9:45 am LWVMC Board     LWVMC Office Room 105 

9-12 M-Th   Units: Our County’s Climate 

       Protection Plan (Part 1)   See p 4 

13,20, 27 Fri 10:00 am Great Decisions     Cedar Lane Church, Chalice House 

14 Sat   95th Anniversary: LWV Founding 

16 Mon   Presidents Day      OFFICE CLOSED 

21 Sat 10:15 am LWVMD Forum: 

       Rising Seas on MD’s Shores    Chesapeake College,Wye Mills 

23 Mon 12:15 pm Trending Topics: 

       Too Many Deer & Invasive Plants    Wheaton Library 

 

COMMITTEE MEETINGS 

Please check with the chairperson(s) for any changes in time or locale 

(See p 2 for Committee Chairs and contact information) 

20        Fri        12:30 pm     Agriculture  9608 Hawick Lane, Kensington 

9          Mon     10:00 am     LWVMC Budget  LWVMC Office             

23        Mon     10:00 am     Communications  LWVMC Office 

19 Th   7:00 pm   County Grants & Contracts 

          with Non-Profits      LWVMC Office 

9 Mon   1:30 pm  Education       LWVMC Office 

25 Wed   1:00 pm  Making Democracy Work      LWVMC Office 

16 Mon 10:00 am  Membership       LWVMC Office 

4 Wed   1:00 pm  Movie Fundraiser      LWVMC Office 

TBA     Natural Resources    Contact Linda Silversmith 

20 Fri 10:30 am  Transportation/Land Use    LWVMC Office 

 
 

COMING UP IN MARCH 

4 Wed   9:45 am LWVMC Board       LWVMC Office Room 105 

4 Wed 12:30 pm Legislative Day Briefing     LWVMC Office Room 105 

9-12 M-Th   Units: Unit Choice 

11 Wed   LWVMD Legislative Day in Annapolis 

23 Mon   6:45 pm Trending Topics: World-wide Water Issues    Wheaton Library 

28 Sat   LWVNCA Transportation Forum: 

       Crossing Boundaries    Arlington,VA  
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February 2015 Units Calendar:
Montgomery County’s Climate Protection Plan, Part 1

Meetings held at the LWVMC Office, Asbury, Riderwood and Rossmoor are handicap-accessible

MONDAY, FEB. 9
  12:00 noon  RIDERWOOD
  Village Square Classroom 1, Riderwood, Silver Spring
  Contact Nancy Allison, 240-204-0928
  
     2:00 pm  ROCKVILLE PM
  LWVMC Office, Rockville
    Contact Mary Lanigan, 240-687-0517

TUESDAY, FEB. 10
   10:00 am  TUESDAY AM
  Asbury Methodist Village,
  417 Russell Ave, Hefner Entrance,  Gaithersburg
  Contact Karen Sargeant, 301-460-4786 

     7:30 pm  TUESDAY PM
  3208 Pickwick Lane, Chevy Chase
  Contact Carol Gross, 301-652-2236

WEDNESDAY, FEB. 11
     9:30 am        BETHESDA POTOMAC
        9608 Hawick Lane, Kensington
        Contact Margaret Chasson, 301-942-0497

   10:00 am        ROSSMOOR
        Leisure World Clubhouse 1, 3701 Rossmoor Boulevard, Silver Spring
        Contact Elaine Apter, 301-438-8707

   12:00 noon        WEDNESDAY NOON
        4717 S. Chelsea Lane. Bethesda
               Contact Kathy Krause, 301-951-6429

THURSDAY, FEB. 12
     9:30 am        SILVER SPRING
         1614 Peacock Lane, Silver Spring
         Contact Maxine Lewack, 301-384-8255
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Election turnout figures from the 2014 
primary and general elections suggest grow-
ing apathy and low participation in Mont-
gomery County. Rather than just asking why, 
the League of Women Voters of 
Montgomery County is  seeking to 
reverse the trend.

The League gathered about two 
dozen leaders  from across  the county 
Jan. 7 for their roundtable on civic 
engagement.

“Our goal for this  evening is  to not 
just once again talk about problems 
and discuss possible solutions, but 
actually to really come up with an 
action plan,” said Nancy Soreng, a 
member of  the League leadership.

Guest speaker Sara Harris  said a 
Pew Research Center study found resi-
dents claim myriad reasons for not regularly 
voting: they’re too busy, too angry with the 
status quo, don’t feel  their votes matter, or 
find it  difficult to get to the polls.

The 2006 study found that those who vote 
regularly are more likely to have been con-
tacted by a candidate or political group en-
couraging them to vote, “underscoring the 
value of get-out-to-vote campaigns and other 
forms of party outreach for encouraging 
political participation.”

Soreng asked those at the table to list barri-
ers  to civic participation and voting and to 
suggest solutions.

Some leaders said they felt apathy starts 
young,  noting civics is not emphasized in
school.

Others  blamed apathy on ignorance about 
candidates  and issues, as  well as frustration 
with the status quo.

Others  said closed primaries—in which 
only registered members  of a political party 
may vote in its  primary  and language barriers 
both keep participation low, as  do both one-
party rule and weekday elections.
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Limp-wristed civic disengagement, closed primary foil efforts to boost voter turnout

Registered Democrats outnumber register-
ed Republicans by a 3-to-1 ratio in Montgom-
ery County. No Republican holds an elected 
county or federal office in the County.

The fact that few minorities hold elected 
office lowers  participation among those popu-
lations, said Mayra Bayonet of the Hispanic 
Chamber of Commerce.

Media consultant Matt Freeman said the 
quality or lack of media coverage influences 
voter engagement.

“We are really talking about the fundamen-
tals of democracy being at stake,” said Michael 
Lin of the Asian American Political Alliance. 
“It’s not just the voting. It’s not just get out 
there, reach out, go vote, because our mecha-
nisms seem to be broken. To put it simply, our 
right to choose is  being taken away by so 
many things.”

Partisanship in primaries  and Congressional 
redistricting have all but eliminated competi-
tion from the general election, Lin said.

To dig deeper, the League broke the round-
table into five small groups.

Many people get involved civically over 
issues that affect them, said Leni Preston of the 
Maryland Women’s  Commission for Health 
Care Reform.

Lynne Harris  of the Montgomery 
County Council of Parent Teacher Asso-
ciations said elected officials  can develop 
relationships  with residents before issues 

even arise.
Meeting residents  where they 

are— houses  of worship, civic 
centers, grocery stores—was 
suggested by several groups.

Community leaders could be a 
bridge between government and 
community, said Rajika Jayati-
lake, an Asian-American com-
munity leader.
 “When candidates  don’t bother 
to reach out to the people, the 
people don’t bother to reach out 
to the candidates,” she said.

One suggestion was for candidates 
to reach new citizens  by developing a 
stronger cultural understanding and 
for enhanced education on civic par-
ticipation.
Another suggestion was to reach 

younger generations more through so-
cial media.

Members  of the League will go through 
the suggestions  and “attempt to put more 
meat on the bones,” Soreng said.

The League plans to develop a top-10 
list of feasible plans for action and con-
vene another roundtable in March.

Separate from the roundtable, attorney 
Will Jawando, a recent House of Dele-
gates candidate in District 20, said he is 
starting a non-profit called “Our Voices 
Matter” to increase civic engagement 
in underserved communities  through ad-
vocacy and leadership training.

On the state level, the Committee for 
Montgomery is  pushing to have Gov. 
Larry Hogan (R) form a blue ribbon 
commission to study voter participation, 
a push many at the League roundtable 
event supported.

 by Kate S. Alexander, staff writer, Gazette.net

Election Day 2014 Silver Spring Civic Center

Action: Making Democracy Work
What next?

Reprinted with appreciation
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Action report: Pesticide bill 
testimony ongoing

In January LWVMC targeted for 
support county pesticide bill 52-14 
entitled Pesticide Notice 
Requirements—Non-Essential 
Pesticides-Prohibitions.

The League will present its testi-
mony in writing. The bill is similar 
to, but somewhat less restrictive, than 
a bill that went into effect in Takoma 
Park last year. It is now scheduled to 
come up for discussion by the 
council’s Transportation, Infrastruc-
ture, Energy and Environment 
Committee in early March—Linda 
Silversmith, Action vice-president

LWVMD News
The future is now!
Dealing with rising seas
on Maryland’s shores

Details: Sat,, Feb.21, 10:15am-3pm,
Chesapeake College, Wye Mills
Registration:$35 public, $15 student
(breakfast, lunch included)
    Learn about the science behind this 

phenomenon and find out what leaders 
have been doing to deal with the pres-
ent and future of the land and 
 communities on the Eastern Shore. 
Discussion will focus on how we can 
prepare, adapt and plan for encroaching 
waters on our shores. as well as 
constructive measures that have 
already been taken. This forum, co-
sponsored by LWVMD and the 
Chesapeake College Center for 
Leadership in Environmental Education 
(CLEEn), will feature:

Keynote: Donald F. Boesch, pro-
fessor of marine science and president, 
University of Maryland Center for 
Environmental Science

Breakout leader: Zoe Johnson, 
director, DNR Coastsmart Program

Closing: Wayne Gilchrest, former 
District 1 Congressman and special 
advisor to the Sassafras Environmental 
Education Center, will close the 
forum with a “Look to the Future.”

Other speakers: Drew Koslow, 
recent midshore riverkeeper and 
founder, South River Federation, and 
Mark Konapelsky, critical area 
commissioner, Somerset County.

Welcome New Members
We look forward to working with you. 

Please join us at a Unit meeting, 
Trending Topics, or other League study 
and Action events.
Cindy Boccucci, Silver Spring 20902
Susan Batten, Silver Spring 20901
Barbara DeLouise, Bethesda 20817

We would also like to welcome back 
the following League members, who 
had taken a break and recently rejoined:
Carole Brand, Chevy Chase 20815
Christian Gerhard, Bethesda 20817
Barbara Heyman, Bethesda 20816
Pamela Jacobs, Chevy Chase 20815
Madeleine Kalb, Chevy Chase 20815
Linda Kaen, Rockville 20853
Laura Mol, Silver Spring 20901
Annette Moshman, Bethesda 20817
Clara Perlingiero, Silver Spring  20904 
Lee Pushkin, Bethesda 20814
Margaret Roffee, Gaithersburg 20882

           Thank You
 LWVMC received three generous 
donations recently, one “for Lydia,” 
one In Memory of Elizabeth (Liz) 
Schoonover, and one In Memory of 
Elaine P. Friedman, “who was active 
with the League of Women Voters in 
the 60s through the early 90s.”

In Memoriam
 Our condolences go out to Sylvia 
Eidlin, whose husband Harold passed 
away on Nov. 30, 2014.

Education report
Get in on ‘ground floor’ Feb.9

 After finishing an 18-month assign-
ment, I am excited to turn my attention to 
the “rise-from-the-ashes” new Education 
committee.We will convene for our first 
meeting Mon, Feb.9, at 1:30 pm. in the 
League office.

On the agenda will be organization-
tional topics—for example, how often 
and when to meet, including the feasi-
bility of alternating afternoons and 
evenings to allow working folks to par-
ticipate, as well as discussion about 
subjects we might like to pursue.

Please join us, and if you are interested, 
but cannot attend, contact me.

—Maxine Lewack, Education

League in Annapolis:
What to expect on March 11

If you are a new member or a long-
term League member who has never 
signed up for the LWVMD Legislative 
Day, consider the following. Legislative 
Day (this year on Wed., March 11) is a 
productive and pleasurable gathering of 
concerned Leaguers, that gives you an 
opportunity to approach your Legislative 
delegation on LWVMD priorities. For 
their efforts, the League will be 
recognized in the House and Senate.

Your schedule of  three or four visits 
with a partner will be determined locally 
with Linda Silversmith, and your first 
task at the state house after 8 am will be 
to pick up specific information about the 
times and locations of your appointments.  

This year, Dr. Lillian Lowery, state 
Superintendent of Schools, will be the 
keynote speaker, while Warren 
Descheneaux, chief budget analyst, 
Maryland Department of Legislative 
Services (MLIS), will speak about the 
perennial budget woes.

To sign up, fill out and return the form 
enclosed in this Voter to LWVMD AND 
AGAIN contact Linda Silversmith at 
301-294-0566, or linsil@usermail.com

Legislative Day prep a ‘must’ 
Your very best bet is the Maryland 

General Assembly website http://
mgaleg.maryland.gov. On the home 
page under “Highlighted” you will find 
the Issue Papers for the 2015 
Legislative Session. These are all the 
hot issues as identified by the non-
partisan MLIS for all legislators. READ 
THIS! It is the best shot you will have 
at understanding the issues likely to 
take legislative time in the next session.  

 Note the Legislative Handbook 
Series.This is what the legislators 
themselves use and gives an excellent 
overview of State government and the 
General Assembly itself and the budget.   

 Read Report from State Circle 
(RSC), written by League members. 
This is the way we try to inform you of 
what is happening during the legislative 
session. Keep up with this and you’ll 
know what is happening on our League 
priorities.—Barbara Schnackenberg, 
LWVMD Action

Did you get your RSC yet? The first issue of Report From State Circle has gone out to LWVMC members.
either in your email or mail box. If you did not receive it yet, contact the LWVMC office.PAGE 6
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‘Most diverse‘ County Assembly delegation elects leaders,
chooses transportation structure, schools as priorities

by Sara Hartman, staff writer, Gazette
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polis is the most diverse in the county's 
history. The 24 members include eight  
women.The delegation also counts three 
Asian-Americans, three Hispanics and 
two African-Americans. In addition, two 
members come from the LGBT commu-
nity.

With 24 members, Montgomery 
County has the largest single County 
Delegation in the state. 

Incoming Democratic Caucus Chair 
Delegate Ariana Kelly (D-16) says the 
leadership team is committed to devel-
oping capacity within the entire caucus, 
stating “Montgomery County's strength 
comes from our diversity. It is through 
working together we will strengthen 
each other, and best advocate for our 
county's needs and our shared values 
across the state.” 

More information on the delegation 
can be found at  
http://www.montgomerycountydelegatio
n.com 

Reprinted with appreciation

LWVUS
League fun? Yes indeed!
 When asked what their favorite part of 
League is, many members  respond, 
“It’s the people they meet and the bonds 
they create in a special community” that 
keeps them coming back. (See how 
many Montgomery members re-joined 
recently on p 6!)
 Yes indeed, they say they continue to 
be a part of our organization because 
they think the League is FUN! They say 
they enjoy the good people, lively con-
versations, and the ability to learn from 
one another.

Another great “bond-creator” is the 
entertaining and educational ways they 
can and do choose to spend their Unit 
Choice and fundraising time that comes 
up in the spring—from visiting recy-
cling plants to art museums to wine tast-
ings to historic sites, etcetera, etcetera, 
etcetera, as well as a LWVMD fund-
raiser like the one planned for April 18, 
a day-trip to the Eastern Shore historic 
town of Chesterton, Kent County, that 
will include a docent-led tour, special 
lunch and free time for shopping, after-
noon tea and a sail. Have more fun! 
Watch for the flyer in a coming insert. 

 

ROCKVILLE, Jan. 9, 2014  The 
Montgomery County House Delegation 
to the Maryland General Assembly 
elected Del. Shane Robinson (D-39) as 
its chair and Del. Kirill Reznik (D-39) 
as vice chair at the delegation’s post-
election organizational meeting in 
December.The Montgomery County 
House Democratic caucus also elected 
Del. Ariana Kelly (D-16) as its chair. 

Robinson's platform promised a fo-
cus on Montgomery County priorities 
and a commitment to working coopera-
tively with Speaker Busch and the 
Democratic leadership of the House of 
Delegates, as well as Gov. Larry Hogan 
to accomplish these goals.

Robinson said, “Prioritizing eco-
nomic development in Montgomery 
County cuts across party lines and is in 
the best interest of the entire state. For 
economic development to happen, we 
must invest in our transportation infra-
structure and our public school system. 
I’m looking forward to working with 
Governor-Elect Hogan, Speaker Busch, 
and my colleagues across the state to 
ensure economic growth throughout 
Montgomery County.” 

At a time when economic develop-
ment issues are critical, the new leader-
ship team brings significant experience 
from the private sector to their roles in 
the Montgomery County House delega-
tion. With the need to effectively ad-
dress unprecedented growth in the 
Montgomery County Public School sys-
tem identified as another top priority, it 
is also notable that all three are also 
parents of current or future Montgom-
ery County Public School students. 

In reviewing past successes and 
looking to the future, Reznik said, “The 
Montgomery County delegation is 
proud of our past achievements in 
bringing needed economic develop-
ment, transportation, and education 
funding and policy back home. We look 
forward to working with our colleagues 
in Rockville and Annapolis in making 
sure that Montgomery County continues 
to be the economic engine of the state 
and a wonderful community in which to 
live, work, and raise a family.” 

The 2014 Montgomery County 
House of Delegates delegation to Anna-

‘Straight Scoop on Shale’ 
draws 100-plus to city
 The Shale and Public Health Commit-
tee of the LWV of Pennsylvania’s 
“Straight Scoop on Shale” project 
(funded by a grant from the Colcom 
Foundation) held a "Days of Discovery" 
conference last fall. This highly visible 
event drew more than 100 attendees 
with wide ranging opinions and back-
grounds together for informative pres-
entations on the variety of ways in 
which shale gas development affects 
communities in Pennsylvania. Learn 
more about this project at 
http://shale.palwv.org.

LWV joins amicus brief 
LWVUS and the League of Women 

Voters of Florida joined an amicus brief 
in the case of Williams-Yulee v. The 
Florida Bar. The U.S. Supreme Court 
will hear arguments in the case on Janu-
ary 20, 2015. The case focuses on the 
constitutionality of prohibitions on di-
rect solicitation by candidates for judi-
cial office. The brief argues that the 
public must have confidence in the in-
dependence and impartiality of 
judges. Many state Leagues throughout 
the country work on the issue of judicial 
elections.

Administration proposes 
new methane regulations 
    The Obama Administration has pro-
posed limits on methane emissions from 
new sources within the oil and gas in-
dustry as part of the Climate Action 
Plan unveiled by the President in 2013. 
In a press statement, the League called 
the proposal “a critical step forward in 
the fight against climate change” while 
urging the Administration to “go further 
and include cuts to emissions from ex-
isting sources of this pollutant.”

LWVWV, LWVUS Lobby Corps
urge environmental support

The League sent a letter to the U.S. 
Senate urging Senators to defend our 
vital natural resources and protect pub-
lic health against pollution. Members of 
the LWVUS Lobby Corps will also de-
liver this letter in their visits to select 
offices on Capitol Hill.

Happy 95th Anniversary 
LWVUS!
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LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF MARYLAND

LEGISLATIVE DAY

Wednesday, March 11, 2015

Miller Senate Building
West II Room, 11 Bladen Street, Annapolis, MD

Registration fee: $37 
Includes buffet lunch (Indicate dietary restrictions on registration form)  Parking not included

GUESTS ARE WELCOME

8:00 am  – 10:00 am  Registration - Miller Senate Building - West I I Meeting
(Morning coffee available)

8:30 am – 9:45 am  Visit with your delegation to the Maryland General Assembly
Contact your Local League President for background materials and instructions.
Local Leagues are responsible for making those appointments in advance.
Photo ID required for admission to all Maryland government buildings.

10:00 am  l State budget presentation by Warren Deschenaux, Director, 
Office of Policy Analysis, Department of Legislative Services

l Feedback on Legislative Visits
l Update by reporters from LWVMD Report from State Circle

Noon       Lunch and Speaker: Lillian M. Lowery, Ed.D, Maryland State 
Superintendent of Schools

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

LEGISLATIVE DAY REGISTRATION FORM
If you or someone you know would like assistance from the Lois Stoner Scholarship Fund

for the workshop fee, please contact the LWVMD office.

(Deadline for Registration Tuesday, March 3, 2015)

NAME _____________________________________________________________________   

LEAGUE ___________________________________________________________________

Phone ________________________ Email_______________________________________ 

No. at $37.00 _______________               Amount enclosed ___________

Please state dietary restrictions__________________________________________

Mail to: LWVMD, 111 Cathedral Street, Suite 201, Annapolis, MD 21401
or call: 410-269-0232 or email: lwvmd@verizon.net

Susan B Anthony
Text Box
***

Susan B Anthony
Text Box
Action VP



League of Women Voters of Maryland

and

Chesapeake College 

Present 

The Future is Now: Dealing with Rising Seas 

on Maryland’s Shores

A Forum Featuring Expert Panelists and Keynote Speaker Dr. Donald Boesch, 

Professor of Marine Science and

President of the University of Maryland Center for Environment Science

Saturday, February 21, 2015

Registration 9:30

Forum 10:15 ‐ 3:00 pm

Todd Center for the Performing Arts

Chesapeake College

Wye Mills, Maryland

$35 general public/$15 students                  Includes breakfast and lunch

RISING SEAS FORUM REGISTRATION FORM

(Deadline for Registration ‐ February 16, 2015)

NAME ______________________________________________________________________   

LEAGUE _____________________________________________________________________

Phone ________________________     Email_______________________________________ 

Amount enclosed: Forum fee ($35 general/$15 student) ______________

Mail to: LWVMD, 111 Cathedral Street, Suite 201, Annapolis, MD 21401

or call: 410‐269‐0232 or email: lwvmd@verizon.net  

Center for Leadership

in Environmental Education

!!!!!at Chesapeake College----
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