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Trending Topic: May 18, 6:45, Wheaton Library:

Liquor Control in MoCo—What is our local government’s role? What should it be?

Please note: Liquor Control is
our Trending Topic for May, but
the date is May 18 (the third
Monday not our usual fourth
Monday because that’s Memorial Day).
Montgomery County is the
only county in Maryland that, in
addition to issuing licenses to
private sellers of alcoholic beverages, also conducts its whole-

sale distribution and shares the retail segment with license holders
(approximately 870 restaurants,
delicatessens, country clubs, lodges
and carry-outs). This wholesale and
retail activity generates revenue for
the county, but there have been
questions about how well the county carries out those roles, and
whether it should continue.
Join us at the Wheaton Library to

Youth at Risk, Part 2: Units study older-adolescent issues

Who are our homeless
youth?
Where are they?
What are we doing
to help them?
It is true, as we noted in November in Part 1 of our study,
“Youth at Risk,” that these are
often the “invisible” youth of
Montgomery County.
Yes, it is true that among our
vigorous, savvy, healthy youth

we have a missing set. These
youth are more prone to truancy,
quitting school, abusing drugs, and
are vulnerable to gangs or worse.
Disadvantages can be magnified
in later adolescence when many in
this group can be homeless. Part 2
focuses on the effects of poor mental health, homelessness, the transition from foster care, and bullying of these individuals.
Help in overcoming these threats
can be found and will be discussed.

learn more about the roles
that county government is
filling now and the recommendations of the Council’s
Ad Hoc Committee on Liquor
Control, the concerns they’re
intended to address, and some
of the pros and cons of any
changes.
Our speaker will be Ken Silverman, chief of staff to
Councilman Hans Riemer
(Chair of the Ad Hoc Committee); he may be joined by
other panelists not yet confirmed.
BULB ALERT! Bring Checkbook to Trending Topic, Unit, p 5.
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“Suffrage
is the
pivotal right.”
—Susan B. Anthony
Linna, college senior

I like the month of May for at least three reasons now. I
continue to like the tradition of leaving flowers at friends’
houses on May 1, and I still like to see and read about
workers unified around the world, advocating for their
rights on that day. Now I discovered another reason
through my research to write this letter. On May 1, 1866—
149 years ago—the American Equal Rights Association
was formed at the end of the 11th National Woman’s
Rights Convention and pledged to “achieve suffrage for
both women and Negroes.” One of my college passions
was women’s history, but I had forgotten this fact if I had
ever known it.
The fact that the League today is continuing the effort to
ensure voting rights for all shows how difficult it is to end
some struggles. In Montgomery County, LWV members
continue their work to increase voter turnout by registering
new voters, while advocating for adequate county funds to
educate our voters about how to use new voting machines
for the 2016 elections. All of these kinds of activities are
possible because our members are committed to “Making
Democracy Work,” which is the name of our major committee that is dedicated to this task. I hope you will join in
volunteering for this work as a permanent or temporary
committee member or as a volunteer—some tasks you can
even do in the evening. Include a friend who is not a
member to come and join you in the effort.
However, the League’s efforts to increase the number of
voters while educating them about the issues of the day are
not our only activities.
Our members have been at the forefront of many reform
efforts in this country. For example, some of the greatest
advocates for child labor laws almost 100 years ago were
League members. In Montgomery County, we are using
this historic example while examining the welfare of children in our county today at our May unit meetings. Bring a
friend to one of these meetings too. (See p 4.)
Also mark your calendar and attend our annual meeting
next month on June 10 starting at 9:30. (See p 3.) I hope to
see you all there. Until then, take care,—Linna

MAY 2015 EVENTS CALENDAR
All meetings are open to the public
Meetings at the LWVMC Office & Montgomery County libraries are handicap-accessible.
DATE & TIME
2
Sat
9:30-1:30
4
Mon
8-3
6
Wed
9:45 am
6
Wed 12:30 pm
11-14 M-Th
18
Mon 6:45 pm
25
Mon
29-31 Fri eve-Sun

TBA
NEXT 6/1
11
Mon
28
Th
26
Tu
18
Mon
12
Tu
15
Fri
4
Mon

EVENT
LWVNCA Convention
Affordable Housing Conference
LWVMC Board
Unit Council
Units: Youth at Risk: Part 2
Trending Topic:
Liquor Control in Our County
Memorial Day
LWVMD Convention

LOCATION
Clyde’s of Gallery Place
Bethesda Conference Center
LWVMC Office 105
LWVMC Office 105
See p.4
Wheaton Library
OFFICE CLOSED
Annapolis

COMMITTEE MEETINGS
Please check with the chairperson(s) for any changes in time or locale
(See p 2 for Committee Chairs and contact information)
Agriculture
9608 Hawick Ln, Kensington
10:30 am
Communications
LWVMC Office
6 pm
Education
LWVMC Office
1:30 pm
International Relations
4018 Ingersol Dr, Silver Spring
1 pm
Making Democracy Work
LWVMC Office
10:30 am
Membership
LWVMC Office
7:30 pm
Natural Resources
LWVMC Office
10:30 am
Transportation/Land Use
LWVMC Office
1:30 pm
Youth at Risk: Part 2
846 New Mark Esplanade, Rockville

3
10

Wed
Wed

9:45 am
9:30 am

14

Sun

7 pm

18-21 Th-Sun
24
Wed

COMING UP IN JUNE
LWVMC Board
LWVMC Office 105
Annual Meeting
Leisure World Clubhouse 1,
3701 Rossmoor Blvd, Silver Spring
LWVMC Night:
Big Train Baseball
See p.6
LWVUS Council
Loudoun County, VA
Old / New Board Retreat
Comus, MD

Resource and Committee chairs!
PLEASE GATHER ALL YOUR SUMMER CALENDAR ITEMS
(JULY, AUGUST, SEPTEMBER) TO SUBMIT FOR THE JUNE VOTER
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May 2015 Units Calendar:
Youth at Risk: Part 2
Meetings at the LWVMC office, Asbury, Riderwood, and Rossmoor are handicap-accessible

Monday, May 11
12 n
2 pm

Riderwood

Village Square Classroom 1, Riderwood, Silver Spring:
Contact Nancy Allison, 240–204-0928

Rockville PM

LWVMC office, Rockville: Contact Mary Lanigan, 240-687-0517

Tuesday, May 12
10 am

Tuesday AM
Asbury Methodist Village, 417 Russell A Hefner Entrance,
Gaithersburg: Contact Sarah Corbett, 301-987-6790
Members will go to lunch at a restaurant after the meeting.

7:30 pm

Tuesday PM
8113 Grove Street, Silver Spring:
Contact Ralph Watkins, 301-608-0147

Wednesday, May 13
9:30 am

10 am

11:30 am*

Bethesda/Potomac
6732 Newbold Dr, Bethesda: Contact Nancy Bliss,
301-365-5403
Rossmoor
Leisure World Clubhouse 1, 3701 Rossmoor Blvd,
Silver Spring: Contact Elaine Apter, 301-438-8707
Wednesday Noon

15013 Westbury Rd, Rockville: Contact Pat Laine,

301-929-1426
*Meeting will begin early at 11:30. Bring a small potluck
luncheon contribution. Dessert will be provided.

Thursday, May 14
9:30 am
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Silver Spring
7505 Hancock Ave, Takoma Park: Contact Hannah Baldwin,
240-750-9562

FROM THE OFFICE
(LWVMC)
Welcome New Members!
Arline Calaby,
Silver Spring 20904
Karen Logsdon,
Gaithersburg 20878
Lawrence Weiler,
Silver Spring 20904
Marjorie Wexler,
Gaithersburg 20878
We look forward to getting to
know you. Check articles here and
our calendar on page 4 and join us
at a Unit meeting this month, Annual meeting June 10, a baseball
game June 14, and/or the Trending
Topic May 18. In fact you can help
the Making Democracy Work
committee in small or big ways
this summer as they get us ready
for 2016 elections.

In Memoriam
We have recently learned of the
passing of two League members—
Marilyn Jacox, a member since
the 1970s, in October, 2013 and
Janet Kirshner, this past March.
We also note our appreciation
for the wonderful donations and
notes in memory of Yvonne Hudson. (See March Voter, p 5.) Her
husband McKinley sent the following note to the office:

To the League,
Please thank your individual
members who donated to your
Foundation on behalf of Yvonne. I
believe she would feel honored by
such a gesture.
Thank you so much, M. Hudson

About the following story
If you believe you, or someone you
know, should be a 50-year member
but has not been recognized, please
contact the office.

Congratulations to
50-year Leaguers
Margaret Chasson,
Sondra Laufer

Leaguers at their lifelong best:
Learners, thinkers, synthesizers
FROM SONDRA (on the right):
I joined the Montgomery League 50
years ago as a way of meeting young
women with small children who also
wanted intellectual stimulation and
hoped to become more informed and
involved citizens.
The information that I gathered about
local and state governments was shared
with friends and family so that they also
could become more knowledgeable and
participatory citizens.
FROM MARGARET (on the left):
I first joined the League in McLean
County, IL at the behest of another faculty wife at Illinois State U. My first
portfolio had me sending brief news
articles and letters to the editor to the
(Bloomington) Pantagraph newspaper
partly owned by the Adlai Stevenson
family. The paper endorsed me for a
seat on the City Council and I won.
When we came to Montgomery County 17 years later, I was pleased to see
that a number of women were holding
elective office. I attended evening unit
meetings as I was working full-time.
Eventually I joined the study of the Future of the County and, with Barbara
Steckel's urging, I represented the
League on the Montgomery County Ad
Hoc Committee for Agricultural Policy,
learning much about land use issues
there. Most recently, I served on the
writing, editing and development of the
LWVUS agricultural policy study.

Two Bullis students share
League History Day prize
The theme of the National History Day competition, March 14,
was “Leadership and Legacy,” and
the winners of the League’s $50
cash prize were Hannah Melrod
and Elizabeth Agege, students at
the Potomac school.
They produced a video, Eunice
Kennedy Shriver: A Leader in the
Disability Rights Movement, with
live commentary.
The video focuses on Eunice,
starting the Special Olympics
movement as a result of her compassion for intellectually impaired
persons like her sister, Rosemary,
who was institutionalized most of
her life. Eunice wanted specialneeds people to be involved in the
world. History Day is sponsored
by the Montgomery County Historical Society. Pat Laine, a
LWVMC and Historical Society
member, chose the winning entry.
Bulb order deadline June 10
Yes, It’s time for our biennial
bulb sales. Bring checkbook and
get order forms for you, family,
friends and neighbors at a May
Unit or Trending Topic meeting or
at the League office. This League
fundraiser adds beauty to many
yards and now includes irises. Bulbs
arrive for fall planting.
Annual Meeting flyer enclosed!
This LWVMC luncheon meeting is set for Leisure World on
Wed, June 10. Look for your Annual Meeting Workbook, emailed
soon to all those with email addresses listed. Copies for other addresses listed will be delivered by
the USPS.You can order a paper
copy if you call us ASAP.
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Making Democracy Work

Get FREE ticket, register voter,
then, throw out the first pitch
Their league, Big Train Baseball is for
college-age players. Our evening to register voters at our “Non-profit of the
Night’”at Bethesda Big Train is Sun, June
14. All games start at 7:30 and gates open
at 6. The first pitch ceremony is at 7:15.
Do you want to throw the first pitch? Let
us know in the office.
Do you want to help LWVMC register
voters? Be sure to tell Miriam Dessureau.
As part of this Big Train program the
League is awarded 100 free tickets.These
are for you, our members, to use with
friends and family and are given out on a
first-come first-serve basis. Remember to
contact the LWVMC office to reserve your
tickets. Povich Field is located at 10600
Westlake Dr. Bethesda, MD 20852.
For more information about Big Train
Baseball, go to their website at bigtrain.org.

Another awesome experience—
Register our newest citizens
The League, at the invitation of the US
District Court, has begun a project of assisting new citizens to register to vote immediately after each naturalization ceremony at the Greenbelt courthouse.
Teams composed of League members
from Prince George’s, Montgomery and
Calvert counties registered voters after the
March and April ceremonies. The event on
April 13 was particularly successful, with
27 of the 37 new citizens registering and
others taking the forms home.
As team member Sylvia Olivetti said,
“One of the most gratifying feelings is
seeing the big smile on the face of a new
citizen after I tell him or her, “‘Now you
can vote for President of the United
States.’”
The court holds a naturalization ceremony each month and Voters Service chair
Ralph Watkins is coordinating with local
Leagues to secure volunteers for each of
the upcoming ceremonies.
“Interested members should work with
their local League President or Voters
Service representative to become part of
this very rewarding effort,” Watkins said.
At the top, second column, are John Perryman of
Calvert County and Miriam Dessureau , who is in
charge of coordinating voter registration assignments
for Montgomery County.
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Transportation

Education, Action

‘Night owl’ approach may shed
more lights on school subjects
An unusual evening meeting of the
LWVMC Education Committee will take
place from 6 pm to 7:30 Mon, May 11, at
the League office.
Maxine Lewack, who chairs the newlyactivated body, said her group plans to assemble a panel to ventilate the Montgomery County Public Schools’ “Achievement Gap” issue as an arresting Trending
Topic event to be staged on the 2015-2016
calendar. The committee’s evening time
slot will, she hopes, make attendance easier
for “those who are still working or have
other obligations during the day.”

State education funds hit snag
The Governor and the Legislature locked
horns on education spending, especially the
GCEI (Geographical Cost for Education
Index)—applicable to large jurisdictions
like Montgomery County where costs are
highest—and on the issue of more public
money for private schools.
LWVMD supports full funding for public
school education but does not support public funds for private schools or the education “grants” from businesses for which the
businesses would receive tax credit. Such
credits are just another form of public
money to private schools and did not pass.
However, in the end private schools did get
$4.4 million dollars for textbooks contingent on the Governor funding GCEI plus
$3.5 million in capital funding. While the
legislature has provided the funds necessary to fully fund the GCEI, the Governor
has said he will not spend it. He cannot
spend it on anything other than education.
Barbara Schnackenberg—LWVMD Action

Budget testimony targets 6 areas
On April 23, LWVMC submitted testimony on the Montgomery County budget
for fiscal year 2016. Topics we emphasized
included board of elections, education,
health and family and children services,
housing, environment, and transportation.
We are still looking for some founding
members for a new Action Committee to
assist the Action vice-president. Contact
Linda Silversmith lindas@capaccess.org
301-641-9508.

‘Crossing Boundaries’
transportation forum redux
Some boundaries were crossed on a cold
windy day of spring when eight transportation experts from across the region gathered in Virginia at our LWV National Capital Area transportation forum,“Crossing
Boundaries”.
These speakers inspired us to think more
critically about transportation and its impact on our daily lives. Did you know what
research is telling us?

Driving rates reached a plateau
in 1996.
Union Rail Station has a higher
annual usage than any of our
airports.
The 23 major employment centers in Maryland occupy 1% of
the land and provide 40% of the
jobs.
The greatest reason to not drive
is to save money and avoid
stress.
Corporations and retailers want
to be within 1/4-mile of the
Metro.
A total of 70% of older adults
want to stay in their homes, 80%
want to stay in their community
and their greatest desires are to
be close to a bus stop and grocery.
Mobility measurements are less
important than accessibility in
terms of transportation.
If you'd like to learn more from our experts, go to this website where you can find
notes and PowerPoint presentations:
http://www.lwvnca.org/Event.html.
NCA program planners Diane Hibino
and Kathy McGuire coordinated the event,
Tina Slater and Bee Ditzler found the expert speakers, and Transportation committee pitched in for a transporting day. We all
agreed that we hope this forum is providing
a framework for further conversation about
our critical regional transportation systems.
Meanwhile, Montgomery County has
some important transportation projects in
the queue: the Purple Line, Corridor Cities
Transitway, and a BRT (Bus Rapid Transit)
system beginning on three routes: Viers
Mill Rd, Rte 355, and Rte 29.
Come to our next LWVMC Transportation meeting, Friday, May 15, at the League
office in Rockville to learn more about us.

LWVMD

May 30, 31 in Annapolis
Special fun, learning for all
at LWVMD Convention

As you know, the voting delegates
are important, but this is a convention for all members. It will include
a gala banquet to celebrate the 95th
birthday of the League of Women
Voters. The birthday bash will also
feature a great speaker, soon to be
confirmed. See the workshop offerings below and the insert flier for the
day-before activities in historic Annapolis as well as the convention
itself.
Convention Workshops
for all attendees too!
Saturday
1:30 pm New Maryland Voting System
2:15
The ABCs of IRV
(Instant Runoff Voting)
Sunday
9 am
Leading Your League
into the Future
Membership Leadership
Development
10:15 Our New Web Site

LWVUS

Coming or not!
Celebrate, gift our 95th too
This year’s convention will offer a
unique opportunity to honor the League
on its 95th birthday.
We are opening up the convention
banquet, Saturday evening, May 30, to
anyone (as long as tickets last). If you
can't come to the convention, but would
like to support the League’s work you
may purchase a banquet ticket for $95.
to boost the League’s action and advocacy work as well as our voter services.
Or you might want to purchase an ad
in the Birthday Book—a great way for
members of the public, League members, or local Leagues to show they appreciate the work done by LWVMD.
Purchasers can draft their own birthday
wish or ask for help. Cost is $25 for
business-card size, $50, half page, and
$100, full page. Groups and individuals
can purchase the ads. Find details in the
upcoming LWVMD Voter, or contact the
LWVMD office.—Nancy Soreng

First look at legislative scorecards: How did the League do in 2015?
There are three ways to delve deeper
and deeper into the League’s legislative
scorecards, measuring how successful
we were in the session just ended and
also on the issues we pursue over years
of study.
One is to attend our late April (27)
“Trending Topic” at the Wheaton Library always devoted to a legislator’s
update after the current General Assembly’s April adjournment (this year
April 13).
Two is to read the article on issues of
concern to the LWVMD included in the
upcoming issue of the Maryland Voter,
while the third way is to make use of

State Circle (RSC), published during the
legislative session, with one wrap-edition
after adjournment. Its writers are League
volunteers (including seven from
LWVMC), each of whom monitors legislative action relating to a specific issue
or group of issues. To review any of the
issues of RSC for 2015, go to
www.lwvmd.org and click on the individual editions under “Legislative News”
or search the full list of issues covered
over the years in each edition in the RSC
archives at
www.lwvmd.org/n/lac/archive

Action Items
LWV supports public at FEC
The Federal Election Commission held
a rare public hearing Feb. 11 on issues of
money in politics. In addition to hearing
from members of the public, the FEC
heard from several panels of speakers.
Among all the lawyers and academics
who addressed the Commission, the
League was one of a very few voices
representing the interests of the voting
public. Before this hearing tens-of-thousands of comments were submitted to the
FEC, with a large percentage from the
League.
LWV honors political ‘Sunshine’
The League joined a letter asking
House members to co-sponsor H.R. 430,
the DISCLOSE Act in honor of Sunshine
Week (March 15-21).
LWV asks for Super PAC bill
The League joined a letter to House
members, encouraging them to support
and cosponsor H.R. 425, legislation that
would end coordination between Super
PACs and candidates.
LWV seeks help for our health
The League signed on to a letter asking our Senators and Representatives to
co-sponsor legislation that would help
protect the environment and public
health from the risks of oil and gas production including hydraulic fracturing, a
set of bills referred to as the “FrackPack.”
LWV wants cleaner air standards
The League joined with more than 85
environment groups, public health advocates, labor allies, environmental justice
and civil rights organizations and faith
groups in support of revising the primary
National Ambient Air Quality Standard
(NAAQS) for ozone to a level of 60 parts
per billion (ppb)
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2015 LWVMC ANNUAL MEETING and LUNCHEON
Save the Date

Wednesday, June 10, 2015
Leisure World
Clubhouse I in the Maryland Room
3700 Rossmoor Blvd
Silver Spring, MD 20906
Registration, 9:30 AM: coffee
Meeting, 10:00 AM to 2:00 PM
Luncheon, around 12:15 PM
(Vegetarian and gluten options will be available.)

Come to the Annual Meeting and get an early peek and try at the
New Voting System that will be used starting with the 2016
election.
Directions to Annual Meeting
From the Capital Beltway/I-495
Take exit 31 for MD-97/Georgia Ave toward Silver Spring/Wheaton
Keep right at the fork, follow signs for MD-97 N and merge onto Georgia Ave/MD-97
Turn right at Rossmoor Blvd
From Georgia Ave / Silver Spring area
Take Georgia Ave/MD-97 north
Turn right at Rossmoor Blvd
From Georgia Ave / Olney area
Take Georgia Ave/MD-97 south
Turn left at Rossmoor Blvd
Continue straight ahead to the Gate House and identify yourself to the guard as a League of Women
Voters visitor. After the gate house, Clubhouse I will be right in front of you at the T-intersection.

Registration form and more information will be in the Annual Meeting Workbook.
NOTE: The Workbook will be emailed to all members we have email for. Print copies will be
provided at the Annual Meeting. If you prefer a print copy before the Annual Meeting, let the
office know asap. The Workbook will be postal mailed to members we don’t have email for.
Questions, contact the LWVMC Office: Phone: 301-984-9585 * Email: lwvmc@erols.com

MAY 2015 Issue
2014-2015 No.9
NEXT ISSUE: June
COPY DEADLINE
Wed, May 13

Some goodies for good Leaguers
Fact Sheet for Unit: Youth at Risk: Part 2 & Flyers for
LWVMD Convention May 30-31 PLUS MoCo Annual Meeting June 10
RESOURCE & COMMITTEE CHAIRS!
Please don’t forget to gather summer calendar items
(July, August, September) to submit to the June Voter

