The

MONTGOMERY

Voter

T H E L E A G U E O F W O M E N V O T E R S O F M O N T G O M E R Y C O U N T Y, M D , I N C .

Promoting political responsibility through informed and active participation in government

2014/15 ● No. 8 ● April, 2015

Art printed with persistence of
Luella Mast and permission of
Rhymes with Orange © 2015 Hilary B. Price. Distributed by King
Features Syndicate, World Rights
Reserved

Trending Topic April 27:
Solons’ scorecard
How well
has the 2015 General Assembly
been on its toes?
As we write, nobody knows
But on April 27, we can find out
What bills passed, what did not,
and which will need another bout.

Come to the LWVMC
Trending Topic on Monday,
April 27, at 6:45 pm in the
Wheaton Regional Library. A
panel that will include Montgomery County state legislators
will review this year’s legislative session.
—Linda Silversmith, Action

April unit focus

Grants to non-profits: Why? How? How much?
Over the past few years, League committees have been studying the budget processes
of Montgomery County. This year the focus turned to exploring the County's funding of
programs and services delivered by non-profit organizations through the County Executive's Collaboration Grants as well as the County Council Grants..
At this month’s unit meetings, open to members and guests, an overview of the nonprofit community and early history of the process will set the stage for a detailed description of the Executive's and County Council grant processes. Finally what happens after selection of awardees—monitoring and reports will be discussed.—Melpi Jeffries, co-chair
Our Citizens Education Fund wins recent grant, seeks more
The League received good news recently when Herron Printing & Graphics awarded
the League a grant of $500 in services, part of their grant program to support community
organizations in Montgomery County. We are reviewing our current printing needs to determine the most appropriate use for this grant.
As reported above, the Montgomery County Council makes grants to non-profit organizations serving the county, and all grant requests are screened by a review panel.
The League’s Citizen Education Fund has applied for county grants to support the printing and distribution of our Voters’ Guide. We requested a grant to print and mail the Guide
to every voter, but knowing that grant funds may be limited this year, we also requested one
for printing and mailing it to every newly registered voter.
On March 12, President Linna Barnes, and I as Vice President for Finance, met with the
Council grants review team to respond to their questions about the Voters’ Guide. The
Council will make its final decisions as part of the budget process, near the end of May.—
Ralph Watkins
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“Spring is
nature’s way
of saying,
‘Let’s party!’”
—Robin Williams

Don’t we all need a party after the winter we’ve had? That’s
why you see me above, wearing a hat suitable for a garden party, a wedding or any other festive occasion that you
might imagine.
Our League actually does have a party, or something very
close to one, for us this month. We will have our annual movie
showing and reception on Sunday, April 19. The occasion will
start with a yummy reception so you have time to arrive on time
for the beginning of the award-winning documentary, “Chasing
Ice.” After the showing, a distinguished panel will open a discussion on the topic of global warming. Again this year, there
will be a drawing for a wonderful basket with hundreds of dollars worth of raffle gifts including a fabulous one for spring—a
full auto-detailing coupon. Complete the registration form enclosed now, and buy as many raffle tickets as possible too. Include some friends, neighbors, co-workers and relatives in your
party plan. We will be grateful for the funds raised for projects
like the printing of thousands of Voters’ Guides.
The topic for unit meetings this month isn’t about parties, although when a county organization gets a grant from the county,
that group does have an occasion to party. Our County Grants
and Contracts Committee has been studying the process used in
Montgomery County to give out millions of dollars to groups
that do work that the county deems necessary. I think this is going to be a fascinating unit, given the amount of money involved
and the complicated processes for winning some of it. For all
that I know about county government, I really have no idea how
this process works. I hope every League member will join me in
finding a unit to attend and learn more about the process.
Alas, none of our committees is formed strictly for creating
parties although our fundraising committee does create events
that are as much fun as a party. Our committees offer places to
have a good time while learning a lot about a topic or working
hard to advance the goals of the League. Our Making Democracy Work and Membership committees provide a place where
new members can jump right in when they join and start helping
the League.
April also opens the election season for many municipalities
and condo associations. I urge everyone to answer the call to
help in the work the League does for these groups to raise money to support our activities. This work is actually the largest
source of income that the League gets after dues and donations.
New member or not, please help by volunteering your time.
That’s it for this month,—Linna

APRIL 2015 EVENTS CALENDAR
All meetings are open to the public
Meetings held at the LWVMC Office & Montgomery County libraries are handicap-accessible.
DATE & TIME
EVENT
LOCATION
1
Wed
9:45 am
LWVMC Board
LWVMC Office 105
8, 9, 13, 14 W, Th, M, Tu Units: Grants, contracts, non-profits, See p.4
10, 17 Fri
10 am
Great Decisions
Cedar Lane Church, Chalice House
12
Sun
1920 Founding of LWVMC: Happy Birthday!
13
Mon
MD General Assembly adjourns
18
Sat
10 am-3
LWVMD: Spring Fundraiser:
Historic Chestertown, MD
19
Sun
2-5 pm
Sunday at the Movies
Temple Emanuel,
“Chasing Ice”
10101 Connecticut Ave, Kensington
23
Thur
LWVMD Lobby Day on Capitol Hill, See insert
27
Mon
6:45 pm
Trending Topic:
Legislative Wrap-up
Wheaton Library
COMMITTEE MEETINGS
Please check with the chairperson(s) for any changes in time or locale
(See p 2 for Committee Chairs and contact information)
TBA
Agriculture
9608 Hawick Ln, Kensington
27
Mon 10:30 am
Communications
LWVMC Office
2
Thur 10:45 am
County Grants, Contracts
with Non-profits
LWVMC Office
13
Mon 1:30 pm
Education
LWVMC Office
23
Thur 1:30 pm
International Relations
4018 Ingersol Dr, Silver Spring
No general meeting in April Making Democracy Work
7
Tues
1 pm
MDW Leadership Committee
LWVMC Office
20
Mon 10:30 am
Membership
LWVMC Office
1
Wed
1:15 pm
Movie Fundraiser
LWVMC Office
20
Mon 12:30 pm
Natural Resources
LWVMC Office
17
Fri
10 am
Transportation/Land Use
LWVMC Office
20
Mon 1:30 pm
Youth at Risk
846 New Mark Esp, Rockville

2
4
6
11-14
18

Sat
9:30-1:30
Mon 8 am-3 pm
Wed 9:45 am
Mon-Th
Mon 6:45 pm

29-31 Fri evening-Sun

COMING UP IN MAY
LWV/NCA Convention
Affordable Housing Meeting
LWVMC Board
Units: Youth at Risk
Trending Topic: Liquor Control
in Montgomery County
LWVMD Convention

Clydes at Gallery Place, DC
Bethesda Conference Center
LWVMC Office, Room 105

Wheaton Library
Annapolis
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April 2015 Units Calendar:
Grants, contracts and non-profits in Montgomery County
Meetings held at the LWVMC Office, Asbury, Riderwood, and Rossmoor are handicap-accessible

Wednesday, April 8
9:30 am

BETHESDA/POTOMAC
9608 Hawick Lane, Kensington
Contact Margaret Chasson, 301-942-0497

10:00 am

ROSSMOOR
Leisure World Clubhouse 1, 3701 Rossmoor Blvd.,
Silver Spring
Contact Elaine Apter, 301-438-8707

12:00 n

WEDNESDAY NOON
846 New Mark Esplanade, Rockville
Contact Connie Tonat, 301-279-7796

Thursday, April 9
9:30 am

SILVER SPRING
321 Chartwell Drive, Silver Spring
Contact Helen Marsh, 301-622-7779

Monday, April 13
12:00 n

RIDERWOOD
Village Square Classroom 1, Riderwood, Silver Spring
Contact Nancy Allison, 240-204-0928

2:00 pm

ROCKVILLE PM
LWVMC Office, Rockville
Contact Mary Lanigan, 240-687-0517

Tuesday, April 14
10:00 am

TUESDAY AM
Asbury Methodist Village,
417 Russell Ave., Hefner Entrance, Gaithersburg
Contact Martha Beach, 301-987-6639

7:30 pm

TUESDAY PM
3208 Pickwick Lane, Chevy Chase
Contact Carol Gross, 301-652-2236
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FROM THE OFFICE
Batter up!
Big Train baseball June 14
Big Train, part of a summer baseball
program for college players will again
provide us with free tickets to a game.
See why, p 6, Making Democracy
Work.
FROM LWVMD
Tour with our own LWVMD
guides to historic Chestertown
Former Kent County LWV President
Rebecca Goode has just made it easier
and more fun to strike out on our tour
to historic Chestertown Saturday, April
18. Becky is a volunteer at the Kent
County Visitors Center, the gathering
spot for our walking tour. She and other
League volunteers from the Eastern
Shore will be our guides that day. Registration form is in last month’s Voter.
Call us and we will email you her
route to town..—Rebecca Goode and
Andrea Morris Gruhl
League testifies on redistricting
The Maryland House Committee on
Rules and Executive Nominations held
a hearing March 2 on six bills on redistricting reform. Ralph Watkins testified
on behalf of the League in support of
HB 850 - Congressional Districts Standards and Process (Gutierrez et al.)
that would amend the Maryland Constitution to apply to Congressional districts the standards currently applicable
to state legislative districts; that they be
compact, contiguous, and respect existing political subdivision boundaries.
The League’s testimony acknowledged that other bills proposed changes
to the process for drawing district lines
but pointed out that standards were
needed to guide the process, whether
entrusted to an independent commission or other government officials.
Four of the other bills (HB 267, HB
427, HB 428 and HB 906) proposed
commissions of varying composition to
draw new district lines. League testimony noted that Governor Larry
Hogan has proposed creating a study
commission to recommend improvements in the process .The League encouraged the House Committee to ensure that the proposals in these bills
were included in that commission’s
review of this issue.

The sixth bill, HB 610 (McComas)
proposed the creation of a study commission that appeared to be similar to
the Governor’s proposal.The League
urged the sponsors and the committee
to work with the Governor to ensure a
comprehensive process review. Another
redistricting bill, SB 448 (Kelley), is
identical to HB 850 and the League
testified in support.—Ralph Watkins
FROM LWVNCA
Come to our Convention May 2
The LWVNCA will hold its annual
convention on Saturday, May 2, from
9:30 am to1 pm at Clyde’s Restaurant
in Washington, DC. This informative
and delightful event will include a buffet brunch and silent auction.
Guest speaker will be Chris Whatley,
executive director, United Nations Association of the USA, who will discuss
“UN and League Positions.”
Registration forms are available on
the LWVNCA website, www.lwvnca.org or by calling the LWVMC office. Deadline is April 27.
FROM LWVUS
Online store to close April 30,
inventory is selling at little to no cost
LWVUS will close its online store at
the end of April due to low demand for
products and publications, and the high
cost of maintaining the business. Between now and the store’s closing, we
are offering Leagues and members one
last opportunity to get branded LWV
items and publications at rock bottom
prices. Some items are even FREE
(shipping and handling charges apply)!
Check out what is still available and
act fast. Go to the store at
https://salsa.wiredforchange.com/o/
5950/t//14143/shop/index.jsp?storefront_KEY=203.
Items available right now include
LWV publications “Observing Your
Government in Action,” “Membership
Brochure,” “Vote” brochure (Spanish &
English), and “5 Things you need to
know on Election Day" cards (Spanish
only). In addition, we have branded
items such as pad folios, note cards,
tote bags, pens, tumblers, tattoos, pins
and magnets.

Who’s new
in LWVMC?

Caren
Madsen
tells her
story
FIRST HOMETOWN:
Rome, Georgia
FAVORITE HOMETOWN:
Silver Spring, Maryland
LEISURE OBSESSION:
I have a personal goal of becoming a
“Renaissance Woman.” So I have too
many obsessions to list all, but here’s a
few: Writing, Zumba, cycling, hiking,
photographing, chairing Conservation
Montgomery as an all-volunteer nonprofit and researching my Cherokee roots
on my mother’s side.
GLAD I’M GOOD AT:
…probably organizing people and
projects behind a common goal. I started
my career as a writer-editor so writing
may be a strength, and I’m good with
creative things like layout and design. I
like to think my interpersonal skills are
pretty strong. At least my boss and staff
at work feel that way!
SECRET AMBITION:
I have few secrets. I’m pretty wide-open
as a person. I guess a silly secret ambition would be that I’ve always wanted to
be a bird. It would be cool to be able to
fly on my own and see the world from a
bird’s perspective.
LWV:
SINCE WHEN, WHERE, WHY?
I recently joined after admiring the
League’s work for awhile. My neighbor
Sylvia Olivetti and friends Linda Silversmith and Bee Ditzler are members who
inspired me.
LWV: WHY NOW?
I wanted to learn more about issues that
are important to the League. With Conservation Montgomery on my plate, I
don’t have a lot of additional volunteer
time but I’d like to attend meetings and
meet members.
ALSO WELCOME TO…

Elvira Doman, Rockville 20852
Lynette Doyle, Silver Spring 20904
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MAKING DEMOCRACY WORK
Help register new citizens after
their naturalization ceremony
We have a new opportunity to experience a great moment—registering newly naturalized citizens at monthly ceremonies at the Greenbelt Courthouse.
We will be sharing the activity with
League members from Calvert, Prince
George's and Anne Arundel—other
counties in the court circuit. Consider
joining the group.
Yes, you can enjoy a baseball game
while registering voters
We return to register voters at the Big
Train Summer Collegiate Baseball
game on Sunday evening, June 14, at
Shirley Povich Field in Cabin John
Park against the Herndon Braves. Stay
tuned for more information about tickets— some free as the Office notes on
page 6
Let Miriam Dessureau know if you
would like to help with any registration
event. We encourage you to attend the
drop-in voter registration training offered on Wednesdays at 10 am and 3
pm through early fall at the Board of
Elections office at 18753 N. Frederick
Rd, Suite 210, in Gaithersburg. If there
are at least 10 people interested, they
can arrange an evening class.
New voting equipment is out of the
box and being demonstrated
Margaret Jurgensen and Gilberto Zelaya of the Montgomery County Board
of Elections brought the brand-new
voting equipment to the second Roundtable on Civic Education for the first
public demonstration after the unit arrived at the Board in early March. (See
more on the Roundtable meeting in
next month’s Voter.)
Once again, the League will assist
with demonstrating the new equipment
from mid-May through the 2016 April
presidential primary. Please let MDW
know about any meetings or events
where we can showcase how County
residents will vote in 2016. Rockville
voters will have the first opportunity on
the new equipment at their November
2015 city election.
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Keeping deer, weeds at bay isn’t easy
Editor’s note: This is first of occasional reports from the LWVMC Trending Topic series,which depends on the availability of reporters and space. Kudos to Eleanor Norwood on her thorough and clear reporting,
which we did have to edit for space.
Deer management and non-native invasive
plants comprised Rob Gibbs’ March Trending
Topic. He said these two issues constitute 98
percent of his job—Natural Resource Manager, Park Planning and Stewardship Division of Montgomery County Parks.
First, consider the deer management
problem. The main goal is to reduce the deer
population to a size that creates a more compatible relationship with people.

ACTION CATCHUPS
Styrofoam ban passes
The Montgomery County Council
passed the bill that we supported to ban
Styrofoam. It will be implemented in
stages with deadlines in 2016 and 2017.
See www.conservationmontgomery.org.
We added to election processes bill
We also submitted early February testimony supporting another proposed delegation bill MC 22-15 that spells out a
process for elections to fill vacancies on
the Board of Education. Besides supporting the bill, we proposed an amendment,
derived from our elections positions, to
allow instant run-off voting.
Vote waiting on pesticide controls
LWVMC also submitted recent testimony in support of Bill 52-14, “Pesticides – Notice Requirements – Non-Essential Pesticides – Prohibitions”. This
bill is similar to but weaker than one
adopted last year in Takoma Park and
requires individuals spraying pesticides
on lawns to let neighbors know, prohibits
the county from using certain pesticides,
and requires integrated pest management
(IPM) by the county. I think it notable
that I worked on an IPM policy for the
county circa 1990—apparently it was
never formally adopted despite support
by a broadly representative advisory
group. It is likely that final committee
consideration and voting on this bill will
take place in late spring after the county
council addresses the budget.—Linda
Silversmith, Action vice president

The objective is to reduce the deer population by 59-89%—from 200 per square
mile to 30. Problem is that the deer are
unable to meet their feeding needs in the
park, so they move out and into our
yards, although they stray only about one
square mile from their living habitat. In
attempting to keep deer in the park, a
diversity of native plants is used to promote forest regeneration.
County police report receiving about
2,000 deer-related complaints each year.
They estimate an additional 30 percent
are not reported. Annual cost to agriculture amounts to $1 billion. In areas without deer management, the deer population
increases, which accelerates the rate of
vehicle-deer collisions.
To reduce the population, the legal bag
limit of antler-less deer to be harvested
has been increased and hunting areas
have been expanded.
To protect yourself from the tics that
can bring serious disease we issue PSAs
(public service announcements) and hold
educational meetings and exhibits to advise you to (1) wear clothes that cover the
whole of your legs and arms, tuck your
trouser legs inside your socks and keep
sleeves snug at your wrists; (2) spray
exposed skin with DEET or other repellant; and (3) do regular tick-bite checks.
Around your yard: "There is no magic
bullet" Gibbs reports. Deer fencing offers
the best protection. An alternative is to
landscape with deer-resistant plants. Deer
“refuse" to eat daffodils and non-native
plants. Maryland Cooperative Extension
of the University of Maryland compiled a
fact sheet, "Wildlife Damage Management Resistance of Ornamentals to Deer
Damage.” Fact sheet 655, available online and at Brookside Gardens. Third
option: use deer repellents, useful, but
requiring frequent reapplication.
Second management problem is nonnative invasive plants that overshadow
every threat to park quality except habitat
destruction. Kudzu and Mile-a-Minute
represent difficult plants to get rid of with
spreading vines and deep roots.
What can you do? Educate yourself via
lectures, workshops and other informal
meetings of Garden Clubs or County
Master Gardeners. Join the weed warrior
program. Once certified, you can help
with hand weeding in the parks.
For more information contact
Rob.Gibbs@montgomeryparks.org or the
website www.parksnaturalresources.org

LWVMC
presents
‘CHASING ICE’
Sunday at the Movies
April 19, 2 to 5
Fundraising, fun
at Temple Emanuel
10101 Connecticut Ave.
Kensington
“Glacier Melt - Researchers are concerned that ice loss in East Antarctica could set in
motion more than 10 feet of sea level rise.”—Washington Post, March 1

View melting glaciers in real time. You have at least three ways to buy your ticket. Fill out
and mail the enclosed form, use the internet site lwvmc.eventbrite.com, or call the office
at 301-984-9585. Yes, you can make your donation the same way.

LOOKING AT CLIMATE CHANGE FROM FROM DIFFERENT PERSPECTIVES

MODERATOR: DON MOOERS, Bethesda immigration lawyer, community
leader, formerly in international development, diplomacy
GOVERNMENT: Del. KUMAR P. BARVE, chair, Environment and
Transportation Committee, now in his 15th year of legislative service

NOAA: Galen Scott, program analyst
AND NOW, A WORD FROM OUR FUNDRAISING COMMITTEE
Your $35 ticket includes a $15 donation to the Citizen Education Fund; however
you are not limited to that donation. We will be thanking and listing our contributors of
an additional $25 or more in our Program as Benefactor $1000, Sponsor $500, Sustainer
$250, Supporter $100, Patron $50 and Friend $25.
Last year’s event raised $5000 and this year’s goal is $7000 so we can continue
to provide all of the League services needed in our community. Please help us to
reach our goal.—Diane Hibino and Kathy McGuire, co-chairs
RAFFLE IS YOURS TO WIN TOO!
How can you possibly win a gift basket worth hundreds of dollars if you haven’t
taken a chance on one yet? Our basket is full of wonderful items like a $100 car-detailing
certificate (nice timing against winter grime) and a lovely dinner at Crisfield’s. Tickets are
$5 each or 5 for $20. Go to a Unit meeting the week before (see p4) or call the office at
301-984-9585 with your orders for family and friends and for their tickets to the movie.
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2015 SPRING FUNDRAISER
Sunday at the Movies
Enjoy light
refreshments,
screening of
documentary &
discussion
Sunday, April 19, 2015
2:00pm—5:00pm
Temple Emanuel
10101 Connecticut Avenue
Kensington, MD 20895
With free parking

For more information,
call the League at
301.984.9585 ,
email LWVMC@erols.com or visit
Eventbrite

League of Women Voters
of
Montgomery County
Maryland

CHASING ICE is the story of acclaimed environmental
photographer James Balog’s mission to change the tide of
history by gathering undeniable evidence of our changing
planet. His hauntingly beautiful videos of the Artic compress years into seconds and capture ancient mountains
of ice in motion as they disappear at a breathtaking rate.
CHASING ICE has screened the film around the world in
over 172 countries, 70 universities, over 75 film festivals,
the White House and the United Nations.
Join us for a screening and discussion
about rising seas and its consequences.
Name_______________________________________________
Telephone _________________________________________
Email_______________________________________________
Yes, I/We will attend the LWVMC film & discussion on April 19, 2015.
_____ Total number of tickets @ $35 each $_____
$_____ Donation to LWVMC-Citizen Education Fund
$_____ Total Enclosed

Join us for our
2015 Spring Fundraiser & Raffle

Make check payable and mail to: LWVMC-CEF,
12216 Parklawn Dr., Suite 101, Rockville, MD 20852
LWVMC-CEF is a 501(c)3 organization and
your donation is tax-deductible to the fullest extent proved by law (EIN #52-6078301).

APRIL 2015 Issue
2014-2015 No.8
DEADLINE
May COPY
Tuesday April 14

INSIDE! Fact Sheet:
”Grants, Contracts and Non-Profits in Montgomery County”
PLUS information / registration forms:
”Sunday at the Movies" April 19
“Lobby Day on Capitol Hill” Thurs., April 23

