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‘MINDING the EDUCATION GAP’  

—LWVMC Trending Topics 
Monday, Sept. 28, 6:45 pm 

Wheaton Branch Library 
11701 Georgia Ave. 20902

Contrasting perspectives often ignite fresh thinking. Trending 
Topics could do just that in its first autumn event. 
At a time when lagging academic achievement in Montgomery County 
correlates ever more strongly with economically disadvantaged   
students and neighborhoods, and while the county school board hunts 
episodically for a new chief executive, our League is trying to help 
clarify the issues at stake for voters and the board. On hand to hasten 
the process will be a blogger, a researcher and two veteran 
educators.               Continued p4, On hand… 

HOW HARD IS IT TO AMEND THE US CONSTITUTION? 
League units, guests to study process — then decide 
You won’t want to miss this important discussion even if you have 
missed seeing headlines like these BEFORE primary season: 

• “Gov. Scott Walker calls for Constitutional amendment to let 
states decide, define marriage.” —politico.com 

• “Hillary Clinton calls for Constitutional amendment on campaign     
finance.”  —thehill.com 

Throughout the history of our country there have been moves—
thousands of them—to amend the Constitution. 

For example,the number of proposed amendments was approx-
imately 11,623 from 1789 to 1914. Of these only 33 garnered the 
necessary two-thirds vote in both houses and only 27 received the 
necessary ratification of three-fourths of the states. If we discard the 
18th and 21st Amendments, which installed and repealed Pro-
hibition, the Constitution has been changed only 15 times in 200 
years. Some amendments that did not get ratified in the 20th and 
21st Centuries so far: Equal Rights, Child Labor, DC Voting Rights 
and Balanced Budget.      Continued p4, How hard…

2015 
LAVINIA AWARDS 

First nominate, 
then celebrate! 

Important fact: 
Lavinia Engle founded LWVMC in 1920. 

Nominations are easier than ever 
to make for this prestigious award, 
and they are due Friday, Sept. 11. 

Our Lavinia Awards luncheon 
celebration Monday, Oct.19 
(replacing the Fall Luncheon), not 
only will honor the winner, but will 
feature an author who has written 
her fourth book on why women, 
and now young people, don't vote. 
Celebrating 95 will be fun, too. 

Please help us plan by making 
your luncheon reservation as soon 
as possible. Read details, p7. 

Then nominate AND celebrate 95!

“We welcome all  members of our comm-
unity, including school board members, to 
engage in the searching conversation our 
kids deserve.”—Maxine Lewack, LWVMC 
Education Committee chair

http://politico.com
http://politico.com


Health, Human Service 
Eva Feder 
301-530-7621 
feder2@mac.com 
Chris Hager 
301-279-2037 
econchris@earthlink.net 

Housing, Historic Preservation 
Melpi Jeffries 
301-530-5452 
melpijeffries@verizon.net 

International Relations 
Judy Whiton 
301-963-9432 
jhwhit0n@msn.com 

Land Use / Transportation 
Bee Ditzler 
301-565-0870 
bditzle@yahoo.com 

Liquor Control Study 
Barbara Hankins 
301-493-4425 
barbara@hankins.net  

Making Democracy Work 
Mary Lanigan 
240-687-0517 
malanigan1@comcast.net 

Managing Density Study 
Margaret Chasson 
301-942-0497 
mchasson@aol.com  

Membership 
Marcia Bond 
240-246-7260 
marciadbond@gmail.com 
Marcia Kingman 
301- 530-4270 
marcia.kingman@verizon.net 

Natural Resources 
Linda Silversmith 
301-294-0566 
linsil@usermail.com 

Network for Children 
Debbie Ehrenstein 
301-229-0127 
debandger@earthlink.net 
Carol Gross 
301-652-2236 
carolwgma@gmail.com 

Speakers Bureau 
Carla Satinsky 
301-424-2255 
carla.satinsky 
@mondaylambson.com 

NEWSLETTER EDITORS: 
Linda/Dave Anderson 
904-806-9449 
dlanderson39@gmail.com

I like this quote because it speaks not only of memories, but also of 
dreams. And that is what I love about the League. It is not only about our 
memories, but about our dreams. 

I have written before that for many of us, September is suffused with rich 
recall. No matter how often the world has turned since I prepared for the 
beginning of a school year, when September comes I think of that pleni-
tude. Memories of our local League, all the actions and studies of years 
gone by, are important to us. Many of you know we reconfigured our office 
in June within our building. This gave us the opportunity to re-think what 
we are keeping. Luckily, Montgomery County maintains an official county 
archive, which accepted many documents on our behalf that will serve 
future researchers.Thanks to Melpi Jeffries and her helpers for getting 
everything to the archives. Ditto to Diane Hibino and her crew, who made 
the move look effortless. 

We all know that Lavinia Engle founded our Montgomery County League 
in 1920, the same year as the founding of the U.S. League, so this year’s 
Fall Luncheon, with its presentation of our Lavinia Awards, will mark the 
95th year since our founding. These awards themselves can operate as 
reverse-and-forward time machines for us. Our speaker, Jennifer Lawless, 
will explain why young people are “not into” politics these days. So pull up 
your memories to nominate Lavinia candidates, and glimpse the future by 
attending the luncheon Oct. 19.  

All of our civic dreams are wrapped up in the U.S. Constitution. September 
units will be about amending the Constitution –how, when, and should it be 
done? Please plan on attending a unit this month for what should be a 
particularly gripping and timely subject of study. One needs to read the 
news of only one day –any day –to realize how much the Constitution mat-
ters in our lives. 

I hope each of you will ask someone new to come to this month’s units and 
the Fall Luncheon. Our memories and our dreams are too sweet not to 
share. —Linna 

IN MEMORIAM 
The Rossmoor Unit lost another dear colleague. On May 24, Ruth 
Weldon, a 50-year League member, passed away on her 95th birthday. 
Most of us remember her participating in our activities, discussions and 
luncheons throughout the time she lived in Leisure World. Her back-
ground in government, politics and the military kept her an active and 
knowledgeable participant in all our League meetings. Recently enjoy-
ing her first great-grandchild, Ruth would always whip out and proudly 
display the latest pictures for you. 

Many may know, but it was not brought to our attention until this sum-
mer, that 50-year member Francine Edelson passed away in Decem-
ber, 2013. Francine had been a member of the Riderwood Unit and 
was an active member of the International Relations Committee until 
her death. 

Former LWVMC member “Elli” Eleanor Schwartzapfel passed away 
on May 16. She joined the League in 1969 and lived in Potomac and 
Rockville before moving to Santa Cruz, CA. 

LWVMC has received donations recently in memory of Mary Alice 
Beard and Ruth Weldon. Thank you for your generosity.
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We all have our time 
 machines. Some take us back, 

they're called memories. Some take 
us forward, they're called dreams 

—Jeremy Irons

President 
Linna Barnes 
301-654-6145 
LinnaBarnes@gmail.com 

Program VPs 
Judy Cochran 
301-949-5105 
judycochran12@yahoo.com 
Barbara Ditzler  
301-565-0870 
bditzle@yahoo.com 

Action VP 
Linda Silversmith 
301-294-0566 
linsil@usermail.com 

VP, Unit Coordinator 
Nancy Bliss 
301-365-5403 
nabliss44@aol.com 

Secretary 
Judy Morenoff 
301-881-3132 
morenoffj@aol.com 

Treasurer 
Barbara Hankins 
301-493-4425 
barbara@hankins.net 

COMMITTEES 
Agriculture 
Margaret Chasson 
301-942-0497 
mchasson@aol.com 

Communications 
Elaine Apter 
301-438-8707 
aptere@verizon.net 

County Grants & 
Contracts with Nonprofits 
Melpi Jeffries 
301-530-5452 
melpijeffries@verizon.net 
Adrienne McBride 
301-467-8979 
adrienne.mcbride@gmail.com 

Education 
Maxine Lewack 
301-384-8255 
rhmgl@verizon.net 

Election Services 
Sylvia Brown Olivetti 
301-704-1838 
sbolivetti@gmail.com 

Fundraising 
Kathy McGuire 
301-493-6382 
kathyandcats@gmail.com 

LWVMC OFFICERS & COMMITTEES
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SEPTEMBER 2015 EVENTS CALENDAR 
• We’ve moved down the hall to suite105 at same address: 12216 Parklawn Dr, Rockville 20852 

 All meetings are open to the public 
Our office & Montgomery County libraries are handicap-accessible. 

DATE & TIME EVENT  LOCATION                                                               
2 Wed   9:45am LWVMC Board           Office 105•         
7 Mon   Labor Day           Office closed 
8-10,14   Units Topic: LWVUS Study         See p4, 
  Tu-Th, Mon    Amending the Constitution      See article, p1 
12 Sat 10am  Board of Elections Hearing:        EOB, Rockville, 
                                             Early Voting Sites    See article, p5 
17 Th 12-1:30pm LWVMD Constitution Day          Baltimore, See insert 
22 Tu   National Voter Registration Day        See article, p5 
26 Sat 10am  LWVMD Fall Workshop:         Columbia 
      2 LWVUS Studies, Google docs     See insert 
28 Mon  6:45pm Trending Topics          Wheaton Library 
      Minding the education gap  See article, p1 
    COMMITTEE MEETINGS 

Please check with the chairperson(s) listed on p2 for additional information 
16 Wed 10am  Agriculture     9608 Hawick Ln, Kensington 
16 Wed 10:30am  Communications             Office 105 
17 Th  7pm  County Grants & Contracts             Office 105 
21 Mon  5:30 pm Education               Office 105 
24 Th  1:30 pm International Relations             Office 105 
11 Fri       10am  Land Use / Transportation             Office 105 
    Liquor Control Study   Ask Barbara Hankins 
1&29 Tu  7 pm  Making Democracy Work             Office 105 
    Managing Density    Ask Margaret Chasson 
21 Mon 10:30 am Membership               Office 105 
    Natural Resources              Ask Linda Silversmith 
    COMING UP IN OCTOBER 
4 Sun  3-5pm Membership Reception             See article, p4 
7 Wed  9:45am LWVMC Board               Office 105 
7 Wed 12:30pm Unit Council (Board lunch)             Office 105 
9 Fri 10am-2pm LWVNCA: Board Meeting &            Washington, DC 
      President’s Brunch  
11 Sun 2pm  LWVMD Fundraiser  Play             Arena Stage 
      Erma Bombeck: At Wit’s End        See insert 
12-15 Mon-Th  Units: LWVUS Study: Campaign Finance Reform 
12 Mon     Columbus Day              Office closed 
17 Sat 10am  LWVMD Workshop:              Columbia 
       Membership, Leadership Development 
19 Mon 11:30am Fall Luncheon, Lavinia Awards       See article, p7 
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  SEPTEMBER 2015 UNITS STUDY: 
  Amending the United States Constitution 

All meetings are open to the public. The LWVMC office, 
Asbury Methodist Village, Leisure World and Riderwood 
are handicap-accessible 

TUESDAY, SEPT 8 
10 AM        TUESDAY AM 
    Asbury Methodist Village, 417 Russell Ave. 
    Hefner Entrance, Gaithersburg 
    Contact Audrey Bagnall, 301-987-6793 

    2 PM    ROCKVILLE PM  (Note Day Change) 
    LWVMC Office 

    Contact Mary Lanigan, 240-687-0517 
 7:30 PM   TUESDAY PM 
    8113 Grove St., Silver Spring 
    Contact Ralph Watkins, 301-608-0147 

WEDNESDAY, SEPT 9 
 9:30 AM   BETHESDA/POTOMAC 
    9608 Hawick Lane, Kensington 
    Contact Margaret Chasson, 301-942-0497 
10:15 AM  ROSSMOOR 
    Leisure World Clubhouse 1 
    3701 Rossmoor Blvd, Silver Spring 
    Contact Elaine Apter, 301-438-8707 
12 N  WEDNESDAY NOON 
    14809 Pennfield Circle, #308 
    (Leisure World), Silver Spring 
    Contact Elsie Maxam, 301-598-1475 

THURSDAY, SEPT 10 
 9:30 AM    SILVER SPRING 
    1225 Noyes Dr, Silver Spring 
    Contact Bee Ditzler, 301-565-0870 

MONDAY, SEPT 14 
 12:30 PM  RIDERWOOD 
    Village Square Classroom 1 
     Riderwood, Silver Spring                
    Contact Nancy Allison, 240-204-0928 

From the front page… 
How hard is it? 
We invite everyone to join us in Sep-
tember, when the League will ex-
plore the process for proposing and 
ratifying an amendment to the Con-
stitution and the guidelines for eval-
uating proposed amendments. 
This will be a consensus meet-
ing.That means all guests are wel-
come to participate in the discussion; 
however, only League members may 
participate in the consensus 
process. Check the Unit meetings 
listed in the column on the left for 
one near you. We look forward to a 
lively and interesting time.—Elaine 
Apter 

On hand… 
to hasten the process of delving 
more deeply into the issues will be: 
 ● Rick Kahlenberg, a senior fellow 
at the Century Foundation, who is a 
nationally-known advocate of school 
integration based on economics. He 
has authored 16 books and dozens 
of articles on education issues in the 
courts and in neighborhoods. 
 ● Judy Docca, veteran board 
member and school administrator. 
Docca today co-chairs the Maryland 
Association of Boards of Education 
Black and Hispanic Caucuses. 
 ● Jeanette Dixon, retired Paint 
Branch High School principal award-
ed for leading her students to more 
school success, while being a driving 
force to create a state-of-the-art high 
school in Burtonsville. 
 ● Dan Reed, an urban planner 
whose blogs on architectural design, 
education and planning appear regu-
larly on his own site, www.jus-
tupthepike.com, and on Greater-
GreaterWashington.org. 
He is is a member of an education-
equity group, One Montgomery, and 
will be asking questions to help the 
others elaborate on their views. 
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http://www.justupthepike.com/
http://GreaterGreaterWashington.org
http://www.justupthepike.com/
http://GreaterGreaterWashington.org


WELCOME NEW MEMBERS! 
Harvey Berger, Silver Spring 20902 ● Carol 
Blackburn, Gaithersburg 20878 ● Clayton 
Cochran, Kensington 20895 ● Val Marsh, 
Potomac 20854 ● Marylin Pierre, Rockville 
20850 ● Pamela Queen, Olney 20832 ● 
Bruce Reynolds, Potomac 20854 ● Anita 
Rosen, Silver Spring 20905 ● Paul 
Turkeltaub, Potomac 20854 

Members and nearly new members: 
Come over for coffee & conversation 

You are invited to my home for coffee and 
some great conversation. Tell us about 
yourself and meet longtime League mem-
bers who can answer your questions and 
help you explore ways to join in some of our 
activities that, large or small, help improve 
civic life for all. Details: Sun, Oct. 4,  
3-5pm at the home of Membership Commit-
tee Co-Chair Marcia Kingman, 5911 Walton 
Rd, Bethesda 20817. Phone 301-530-4270. 

FROM THE OFFICE 
New office address. The League office 
has moved, but fortunately right down 
the hall. Our new address is 12216 
Parklawn Dr, Suite 105, Rockville, MD 
20852. When you get a chance thank 
Diane Hibino and her GREAT crew for 
making this happen! 

New web address: lwvmocomd.org  
Start using this address to find the elec-
tronic Voter and many other useful links 
to information for Leaguers. Thanks to 
our web guru Donna Copeland, who 
now is busy updating the web page. 

New and active Twitter account: Fol-
low us on Twitter at: twitter.com/Mo-
CoMDLWV  Thanks Adrienne Craver 
for overseeing our tweets and twitters. 

One thing that hasn’t changed is our 
Facebook account: facebook.com/
mont.lwvmd.org. Thanks Zaida Ar-
guedas for keeping us in this loop.. 

Remember the calendar drill? They 
will arrive this month. Be on the lookout 
for an email announcement. You can 
buy them at Unit meetings or the office, 
now Room 105. 

FROM LWVMD 
Help wanted for tantalizing studies 
If you are interested in joining any of 
these state studies, contact the chair, 
leaving your League  and name: 
MD primaries: Barb Sanders, LWVMC 
or Lu Pearson, LWV Baltimore City. 
Developmental Rights and Responsibili-
ties Agreements (DRRAs) in the state: 
Margaret Hindman, LWV Frederick. 
Police and Community Relations: Lois 
Hybl, LWV Baltimore City.  
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National Voter Registration Day Sept. 22: 
We are a partner and we are going places 
On Tuesday,Sept. 22, volunteers, including 
celebrities and organizations from all over the 
country, will “hit the streets” for National Voter 
Registration Day. This single day of coordinated 
field, technology and media efforts will create 
awareness of voter registration opportunities. 
LWVMC has registered as a partner organization. 
Voter registration events conducted from Sep-

tember 17-26 will count towards this effort. 
We have already confirmed voter registration at Montgomery College, 
both the Germantown and Takoma Park campuses, on Thursday, Sept 
17. More events are being scheduled and will be posted on LWVMC 
website at lwvmocomd.org and at the National Voter Registration Day 
website http://nationalvoterregistrationday.org/events/ To volunteer, con-
tact Mariam Dessureau at epdessureau@gmail.com or 301-229-3319 

Get involved: Help select 2016 early voting sites 
The newly appointed local Board of Elections is reviewing the current 
nine early voting center sites and possible alternatives for the 2016 
election cycle. The sites under consideration, and a map of their loca-
tions, are listed at 777vote.org under the Early Voting tab. Public testi-
mony can be submitted to the Board in writing or by e-mail or at a hear-
ing on Saturday, Sept. 12 at 10am at the Executive Office Building audi-
torium in Rockville. See more at the Media - Press Release tab. 
State regulations specify criteria, including accessibility and proximity to 
transit. Free county government buildings are preferred over local gov-
ernment or private locations due to limited funds. Please submit any 
new locations as soon as possible, since Board of Elections must col-
lect data on these sites. The Board most likely will review the sites and 
choose its recommendations at the Sept. 21 meeting. The State Board 
of Elections makes the final selections.—Barbara Sanders  
bsanders@TerpAlum.umd.edu  

On the road with a Leaguer: 
Surprise serendipity in Seneca Falls  
WOMENS RIGHTS NATIONAL HISTORICAL PARK: 
We learned about it from a friend who hosted us at her 
home in upstate New York. We ended up there on July 
19, on the birthday celebration of the same date - July 
19, but a different year—1848! That was when the first 
convention for women’s rights was held, which culmi-
nated in the “Declaration of Sentiments.” Here is one 
report of how it happened:
Gathered together on two hot days in July of 1848, one hun-

dred women and men echoed these words with their signatures in support of the 
“Declaration of Sentiments.” Just 10 days earlier on July 9th, five reform-minded 
women met at a social gathering in Waterloo, New York and decided to hold a con-
vention, a very common way to promote change in 1848. They published a "call" in 
the local newspaper inviting people to "...a Convention to discuss the social, civil 
and religious rights and condition of woman." The convention was to be held on 
July 19th and 20th in the Wesleyan Chapel in Seneca Falls, three miles east of 
Waterloo. Relying heavily on pre-existing networks of reformers, relatives and 
friends, the convention drew over 300 people. 

     http://www.nps.gov/wori/learn/historyculture/index.htm        
Photo by the reporter’s assistant,Tom. Sculptor Lloyd Lillie's "The First Wave" 
features life-size bronze statues of the five women who organized the First 
Women's Rights Convention, and a few of the men and in this case our diligent 
peeping reporter, Marcia Bond. 
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Double vehicle,100 passengers 

M Single 36-passenger vehicle

Boarding bus lowered pneumatically

M Raised platform at bus level

Fare collection on the vehicle

M Fare Collection before boarding

Board through multiple doors 

M Board through front door only

Stop lights with signal priority

M

Separate lanes the majority of time

M Separate lane 1/4 of the time

Stations protected and unique

M

Electronic arrival signs

M

Audible station announcements

M

Visual station announcements

M

Ridership attractive to lone  
vehicle drivers 

M Ridership above expectations

● Tickets: $1.85 or .85 (senior)

● Metroway has been operational for 
about one year. It is still under 
construction and growing.

�

�

�

�

�
under construction

�

�

      BRT: lDEAL� METROWAY M

�

�
with lights for passengers

�

�

�

�
under construction

�

�

�
in Spanish & English

TRANSPORTATION: Our summer BRT field trip from Metro to Metroway 
It was a hot, sunny August morning when seven intrepid transportation committee 
members met at the Braddock Road Metro station in Alexandria. 

Our goal? To ride on the only Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) system in our metro area to 
a Crystal City eatery where we ended our visual “data” collecting. 

Why? To compare the real Metroway BRT operated by Metro between Arlington 
and Alexandria to the ideal systems that we had read about.  

What did we find? See our table on left column.—Bee Ditzler 

ACTION: Retrospective, prospective 
Retrospective: In June LWVMC provided testimony to the County Council on (1) 
Bill 18-15, Environmental Sustainability - Montgomery County Green Bank and (2) 
Bill 19-15, Landlord-Tenant Relations - Licensing of Rental Housing - Landlord-
Tenant Obligations 

Prospective: With YOUR help for a few hours per month, LWVMC’s action 
program can not only keep up, but become more responsive. For example, would 
you be willing to skim the County Council and committee agendas that are posted 
on the county’s website? Or could you help (with training if needed) upload past 
testimony to the LWVMC website? Or do your creative juices want you to help write 
or rewrite action letters and statements?---Linda Silversmith, Action VP 

NATURAL RESOURCES: Reach is from local to international 
During the 2014-15 year, the NR Committee focused on how Montgomery County 
has implemented its own Climate Protection Plan. We finished Part 1 in February  
presentations. We will work on Part 2 this year, looking at the CPP—both its 
successes and gaps—and perhaps be ready to present Part 2 in fall 2016. Along 
the way, we will continue to track other local environmental topics as well. 

You are invited to volunteer to help NR carry out such environmental studies. In 
particular, addressing climate change is going to require local, state, national and 
international efforts, and we can offer you the chance to work in our own backyard..
—Linda Silversmith, (again) NR chair 

INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS: Great Decisions first call for 2016 
(Yes,The Council on Foreign Relations still provides a book of articles made for 
discussion about current IR topics.). Local leadership is provided: 

Dates: Fridays from 10 am-noon starting Feb.12, ending April 8 with no session on 
March 25, Good Friday .Cost: $28, 1 member,1 book; $41.50, 2 members, 1 book; 
$31 non-member, 1 book. Place: Cedar Lane Unitarian Universalist Church 
Chalice House, 9601 Cedar Lane, Bethesda. Topics: coming. Presenters: If you are 
interested, contact me ASAP.—Nancy Bliss,301-365-540 nabliss44@aol.com

INTREPIDS WAITING: Linda then Dave Anderson, Brigitta Mullican, Bee Ditzler, Nancy 
Soreng, Linda Silversmith, Barbara Sanders. SIGNAGE: From the bus window.

mailto:nabliss44@aol.com
mailto:nabliss44@aol.com


LWVUS 
New Research: Young Voter Mo-
tivators is being provided by our 
smart friends at CIRCLE (Center for 
information and Research on Civic 
Learning and Engagement) from 
data related to young people and 
political participation. While the 
news shows the continued under-
representation of young people in 
the electorate, CIRCLE's report 
does demonstrate that several of 
the League's priority voter engage-
ment programs—such as informa-
tion on issues as opposed to per-
sonalities and common sense vot-
ing options—are keys to increasing 
young people's political participa-
tion. Link here: www.civicyouth.org/
2014-youth-turnout-and-youth-regis-
tration-rates-lowest-ever-recorded-
changes-essential-in-2016 
 . 
New Search: League leaders 
Do you know someone you think 
would be a great member of the 
2016-2018 National League leader-
ship team (LWVUS Board and Nom-
inating Committee)? Talk to them, 
get their permission to recommend 
them as nominees and complete 
the short nomination form at fo-
rum.lwv.org Or consider applying 
yourself. Only online applications 
are accepted and submission dead-
line is Sept. 30. Additional informa-
tion, references and a resume are 
due by Nov. 15. Be sure to read the 
FAQ page and process and dead-
line documents for more information. 

LAVINIA LAST STEPS? 

JOT DOWN THE DETAILS: Oct. 
19, 11:30 am ● Normandie Farm, 
10710 Falls Rd, Potomac 20854 ● 
phone (301) 983-8838 ● Cost: $55, 
$60 guests. 

REGISTER EASILY by going to 
Eventbrite  http://lwvmc.eventbrite.-
com OR look for the flyer with regis-
tration form on our website OR use 
the MailChimp email coming soon 
OR fill out the form on the insert in 
the next Voter. 
HAVE FUN!

7

ANSWER THE CALL FOR LAVINIA NOMINATIONS 
The LWVMC awards are given to League members, leaders of a 
community, or organizations that have excelled in the practice and/or 
encouragement of "civic engagement.” Nominations should be 150 
words or less. What if you know of the perfect nominee but are on 
your way out the door traveling to places unknown? Well, you can still 
make a nomination! Simply give us the nominees'--yes there can be 
more than one--name(s) and we can start the process and then get 
back to you if we need more information. The deadline for submitting 
them to the League office is Friday Sept. 11. We know there are lots of 
excellent candidates and we look forward to receiving many deserving 
applications.—Elaine Apter 

THEN COME TO LAVINIA AWARDS / FALL LUNCHEON OCT. 19 
COME to congratulate the Lavinia Award winners. 
COME to celebrate milestone birthdays. Both the US League of 
Women Voters and the Montgomery County League were founded in 
1920. Six months before passage of the 19th Amendment, suffragist 
Carrie Chapman Catt organized the League to "finish the fight" that 
would ensure all eligible voters had access to the polls. In 2015, we 
are still going strong, expanding civic education and registering as 
many new voters as possible! 
COME to enjoy topnotch speaker-author-researcher Jennifer Law-
less, director of the Women & Politics Institute and faculty member at 
American University, and senior fellow at the Brookings Institution. 
COME with friends to help us mark 95 years of the League and to 
reach our goal of attracting 95 luncheon attendees. Invite a friend or 
neighbor or both to enjoy a ‘popover’ with you! 

COME FOR THE PROGRAM 
Running from Office: 
Why Young Americans Are Turned Off to Politics 
Jennifer Lawless, our guest speaker, is a nation-
ally recognized authority on the under-represen-
tation of women in political office. National media 
seek her views on why women don’t run for office. 
Three of her books focus on women’s lukewarm 

political ambition and engagement: It Takes a Candidate: Why 
Women Don’t Run for Office (2005); It Still Takes a Candidate 
(2010); and Becoming a Candidate (2012). 
Her latest book, published this year, is the title of her talk. Lawless 
and her two-time co-author, Richard L. Fox, found 4,000 young peo-
ple “overwhelmingly revealing” in a Harvard University survey in 
which many reported that they rarely think or talk about politics or 
consider it as a career. They would rather do almost anything else. 
The book’s final chapter offers ideas to stem the youths’ cynicism 
toward government. 

http://salsa.wiredforchange.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=8cE%252FcUN40hIyaycrUIk6OYL7FsNWzG9I
http://www.civicyouth.org/2014-youth-turnout-and-youth-registration-rates-lowest-ever-recorded-changes-essential-in-2016/
http://forum.lwv.org/
http://forum.lwv.org/member-resources/article/faqs-lwvus-board-and-nominating-committee
http://salsa.wiredforchange.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=kzHr3jcVTXenf%252BGCaQR0qSwki7b2i9jq
http://lwvmc.eventbrite.com/
http://www.lwvmocomd.org/
http://salsa.wiredforchange.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=8cE%252FcUN40hIyaycrUIk6OYL7FsNWzG9I
http://www.civicyouth.org/2014-youth-turnout-and-youth-registration-rates-lowest-ever-recorded-changes-essential-in-2016/
http://forum.lwv.org/
http://forum.lwv.org/member-resources/article/faqs-lwvus-board-and-nominating-committee
http://salsa.wiredforchange.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=kzHr3jcVTXenf%252BGCaQR0qSwki7b2i9jq
http://lwvmc.eventbrite.com/
http://www.lwvmocomd.org/
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Gerrymandering is the practice of drawing election district lines (such as for Congress or 

a state legislature) to give an artificial advantage to one party.  The following “recipe” is 

intended to illustrate (and make fun of) this practice. 

 

 

GERRYMANDER CAKE 

An Old Maryland Favorite1 

 

1 census map      

4 cups Democratic voters 

4 cups Republican voters    

2 cups unaffiliated voters 

Regional adjustment: In a Republican-dominated state, use up to 5 firmly packed cups of 

Democrats; in a Democratic-dominated state, use up to 5 firmly packed cups of Republicans. 

2 eggs, well beaten 

1 teaspoon baking powder - or ¼ teaspoon of political ambition may be substituted – experience has 

shown a little goes a long way. 

½ cup melted shortening (shortchanging of incumbents may be substituted, but the cake may become 

bitter) 

½ cup milk 

1 teaspoon artificial vanilla or other artificial flavoring - even artificial “reform” has been used! 

 

 

Beat firmly until public interest subsides.  Then add 1 map of election returns. 

Pour beaten mixture into a baking dish carefully marked to show the locations of the homes of 

incumbents office holders. 

Bake in a closed room* until immediately before the legislative session - or until an opinion poll can be 

inserted and removed cleanly. 

*Note: For most reliable results, the room should be filled with loyal party leaders.  Adding 

independent members may produce unpredictable results. 

 Caution: Do not expose to sunlight while baking - this may ruin your cake! 

Refrigerate for at least 4 hours if your party has only recently gained a majority – in this situation, 

Gerrymander cake, like revenge, is a dish best served cold. 

Cut into irregular slices.  Serves 8 million voters - poorly. 

 

 

 
1 This is the traditional Maryland recipe. Other states have similar recipes, which may be adapted for use. 
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JOIN HERE!  JOIN NOW! 
HERE’S WHY 

The women and men (yes, men) of the 
League of Women Voters of Montgomery 
County promote good government 
through non-partisan, grassroots 
volunteer work.   
We—  
• Examine Issues 
• Educate Citizens 
• Register Voters 
• Participate in Advocacy 

Join today and receive valuable 
information from your free subscription to 
The Montgomery Voter. Membership also 
includes affiliation with the League of 
Women Voters of Maryland and the 
League of Women Voters of the United 
States. 

LWV MONTGOMERY COUNTY, MD, INC. 
12216 Parklawn Dr., Suite 105, Rockville, MD 20852 

NAME______________________________________________________ 

ADDRESS __________________________________________________ 

TEL (H)  _________________EMAIL _____________________________ 

CITY, STATE, ZIP_____________________________________________ 

 ANNUAL DUES 
 Regular Membership   $65.00 ________ 
 2nd member, same house  $32.50 ________ 
 Student Membership   $15.00 ________ 
 Optional Contribution    ________ 
    (Non-deductible)  TOTAL ________ 

Please make your check payable to: LWVMC 
Tel: (301) 984-9585  ●  Email: lwvmc@erols.com  ●  Web: lwvmocomd.org

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS 
OF MONTGOMERY COUNTY, MD, INC. 
12216 Parklawn Dr, Suite 105Rockville, MD 20852-1710 

“ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED”

LOOK FOR THESE INSERTS INSIDE YOUR VOTER 

 *  Your recipe for Gerrymander Cake – whip one up today  ! Caution, may cause indigestion ! 

 *  9th Annual Constitution Day Program – Thurs., Sept. 17 (RSVP by Sept. 15) 

 *  LWV of MD Fall Workshop – Sat., Sept. 26 (RSVP by Sept. 23) 
  Now you can register ONLINE! Go to: http://www.lwvmd.net/fall_workshop_2015 

 *  World Premiere Play - Erma Bombeck: At Wit’s End – Sun., Oct. 11 (while tickets last) 

Register ONLINE too for the Fall Luncheon/Lavinia Awards – Mon., Oct. 19, http://lwvmc.eventbrite.com

http://www.lwvmd.net/fall_workshop_2015
http://lwvmc.eventbrite.com
http://www.lwvmd.net/fall_workshop_2015
http://lwvmc.eventbrite.com
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