
A threat to the lives of bees also 
becomes a threat to our food 
supply, scientists tell us. 

Ling Tan, a member of Safe Grow 
Montgomery, will explain why  
bees are dying at an alarming rate 
and what we can do about it. 

Safe Grow Montgomery 
http://safegrowmontgomery.org/   
was one of the organizations 
active in getting Montgomery 
County to pass the recently 
enacted law regulating pesticide 
use on lawns (Healthy Lawns Act, 
county bill 52-14).  

Another resource on this topic is 
the website of Smart on Pesticides 
(http://www.mdpestnet.org/take-
action/smart-on-pesticides-
maryland). 

        

The state LWV testified both last 
year and this year in favor of the 
Pollinator Protection Act. 

You can find out more this month 
at the newly renovated Twinbrook 
Library while the Wheaton Library 
is still under renovation. —Linda 
Silversmith, Action vice president, 
and Natural Resources  
Committee chair 
        
        

           

 
 
 

Units expand study of non-profit funding grants 

LWVUS National 
Convention 2016 

Marriott, Wardman Park, 
Washington, DC 

Thurs., June 16 to  
Sun., June 19 

●   
Become 1 of 8 LWVMC 

voting delegates 
whether a new or  
longtime member 

 ● 
  Volunteer to help with 

Hospitality, Registration,  
Information, Volunteer 
Room assignments, or 

Plenary Floor work  
 ●   

Buy ticket(s) to Capitol 
Steps ($35) 

for you, your friend,  
your partner 

 ●   
Meet other Leaguers, make 

new friends, attend the 
plenary sessions, learn 

what makes our national 
League work, be a part of a 

great organization! 

Go to lwvnca.org or lwv.org 
for tickets and more 

information. Tell president 
Linna Barnes you want to 

be a delegate. 

- Get involved now! 

—Diane Hibino, Local 
Arrangements  

Committee chair, 
dianehibino@comcast.net  
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TWINBROOK LIBRARY: Trending Topic, Mon., March 28, 6:45 pm 
Get the buzz on the ‘Plight of the Bumblebees’ 

Last year we looked at the way 
many social services are funded 
in Montgomery County by 
studying the County Executive's 
Collaboration Grants program 
and the County Council Grants 
program. Those programs were 
just the tip—well maybe the top 
one-third—of the non-profit iceberg.  

For example, concerts, affordable 
housing rehabilitation, and English 
as a second language are also  

provided by grants programs. We 
have explored grants for programs 
like these and updated ones 
offered by both the County 
Executive and the County Council. 
We will seek consensus from 
members on some basic issues 
that arise from these programs. 
Bring a guest to learn about these 
programs and see how the 
League works. (See p4 for Unit 
Meeting Schedule.)  
—Melpi Jeffries, Grants and 
Contracts Committee co-chair 



 

 

 
Health & Human Services 
Eva Feder 
301-530-7621 
feder2@mac.com 
Chris Hager 
301-279-2037 
econchris@earthlink.net 
 
Housing, Historic Preservation 
Melpi Jeffries 
301-530-5452 
melpijeffries@verizon.net 
 
International Relations 
Judy Whiton 
301-963-9432 
jhwhit0n@msn.com 
 
Land Use / Transportation 
Bee Ditzler 
301-565-0870 
bditzle@yahoo.com 
 
Liquor Control Study 
Barbara Hankins 
301-493-4425 
barbara@hankins.net  
 
Making Democracy Work 
Mary Lanigan 
240-687-0517 
malanigan1@comcast.net 
 
Managing Density Study 
Margaret Chasson 
301-942-0497 
mchasson@aol.com  
 
Membership 
Marcia Bond 
240-246-7260 
marciadbond@gmail.com 
Marcia Kingman 
301- 530-4270 
marcia.kingman@verizon.net 
 
Natural Resources 
Linda Silversmith 
301-294-0566 
linsil@usermail.com 
 
Network for Children 
Debbie Ehrenstein 
301-229-0127 
debandger@earthlink.net 
Carol Gross 
301-652-2236 
carolwgma@gmail.com 
 
Speakers Bureau 
Carla Satinsky 
301-424-2255 
carla.satinsky 
@mondaylambson.com 
 
 
NEWSLETTER EDITORS: 
Linda/Dave Anderson 
904-806-9449 
dlanderson39@gmail.com 
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President 
Linna Barnes 
301-654-6145 
LinnaBarnes@gmail.com 
 
Program VPs 
Judy Cochran 
301-949-5105 
judycochran12@yahoo.com 
Bee Ditzler  
301-565-0870 
bditzle@yahoo.com 
 
Action VP 
Linda Silversmith 
301-294-0566 
linsil@usermail.com 
 
VP, Unit Coordinator 
Nancy Bliss 
301-365-5403 
nabliss44@aol.com 
 
Secretary 
Judy Morenoff 
301-881-3132 
morenoffj@aol.com 
 
Treasurer 
Barbara Hankins 
301-493-4425 
barbara@hankins.net 
 
 
COMMITTEES 
Agriculture 
Margaret Chasson 
301-942-0497 
mchasson@aol.com 
 
Communications 
Elaine Apter 
301-438-8707 
aptere@verizon.net 
 
County Grants & 
Contracts with Nonprofits 
Melpi Jeffries 
301-530-5452 
melpijeffries@verizon.net 
Adrienne McBride 
301-467-8979 
adrienne.mcbride@gmail.com 
 
Education 
Maxine Lewack 
301-384-8255 
rhmgl@verizon.net 
 
Election Services 
Sylvia Brown Olivetti 
301-704-1838 
sbolivetti@gmail.com 
 
Fundraising 
Kathy McGuire 
301-493-6382 
kathyandcats@gmail.com 
 
 

LWVMC OFFICERS & COMMITTEES It was one of those March days when 
the sun shines hot and the wind 

blows cold: when it is summer in the 
light, and winter in the shade. 

—Charles Dickens 
My quote this month captures the essence  
of March. It is always changeable. Warm one day, it be-
comes freezing the next. Sunny one day, and then a snow-
storm comes. March is a month that is caught in the middle 
of the two extreme seasons–winter and summer. But it is 
also a month of preparation for things to come. And like the 
month, the League in March is a place of preparation for 
events that will come later. But, as always, the League is 
also a place of action all year long. 

By the time you get this Montgomery Voter, I hope you will 
have participated in one of the best action areas of 
LWVMC–attending Legislative Day in Annapolis March 1. 
Meeting with one’s legislators and learning about the issues 
and bills that the Maryland League is working on this year is 
an incredible opportunity. I know everyone who has at-
tended has benefited greatly. As important locally, March is 
also the month that the county executive releases his 
budget. Linda Silversmith, our Action vice-president, and 
the committee chairs will be studying the budget to see 
what items the League wants to testify about. Each of you 
can be part of this process by finding the budget online and 
providing your comments to our office. We hope to hear 
from you. 

Attending unit meetings to hear and discuss the latest study 
is another way in which members can take action in our 
League. This month’s second expanded study of County 
grants and contracts to non-profits has a Fact Sheet with a 
wealth of information about how Montgomery County 
spends an enormous amount of money. 

Then for our Trending Topic, we will be hearing about “The 
Plight of the Bumblebees.” The continuing decline of the 
bee population will be explored to see what we can do to 
help stop it. 

Finally, as I began this letter with March as the month of 
preparation, I want to remind people of all the activities in 
future months for which we should be preparing. The Pri-
mary Election comes at the end of April and we will again 
be providing poll support workers for the Board of Elections. 
Please agree to be a worker when the call comes. The 
funds the League receives support our many activities and 
our office, while providing an important service to voters. 
We also will begin looking for volunteers to help with run-
ning municipal and association elections in May, so please 
answer that call too. April is also the month for a “Sunday at 
the Movies” for the League when we gather to watch a 
timely documentary and have a good time together. This 
year is will be on Sun., April 10 at 2 pm. I hope to see you 
there. Finally, make sure you mark your calendar for our 
annual meeting on May 23 and the national convention for 
the League, which will be in Washington this year in June. 

—Linna 

 



 

 

 

  MARCH 2016 EVENTS CALENDAR 
 

12216 Parklawn Dr, Ste 105, Rockville, MD 20852-1710 
All meetings are open to the public.  LWVMC Office & Montgomery County libraries are handicap-accessible. 

 

KEY: M = Monday, Tu = Tuesday, W = Wednesday, Th = Thursday, F = Friday, Sa = Saturday, Su = Sunday 

a = am, n = noon, p = pm or midnight  I = Insert, S = Story, C = Contact 

DATE & TIME         EVENT                                                                   LOCATION 

1, Tu LWVMD Legislative Day in Annapolis  

1, Tu, 8p “Use your Voice” Concert  Strathmore Hall, N. Bethesda 

2, W, 9:45a LWVMC Board Meeting  LWVMC Office 

4, F, 1:30p Dry Run  LWVMC Office 

6, Su, 3-5p New/Prospective Member Reception  S, p4, 5911 Walton Road, Bethesda 

8, Tu      International Women’s Day 

8-10, 14, Tu-Th, M Units:  County Grants & Contracts w/Nonprofits p4, S, p1 

13, Su, 3:30-6p Congressional Dist 8 Candidates Forum  S, p6, Hood College, Frederick 

28, M, 6:45-8:30p Trending Topics: Plight of the Bumble Bee  S, p1, Twinbrook Library 

                                COMMITTEE MEETINGS 

                                Contact chairperson(s) listed on p2 for more information. 

15, Tu, 10a              Agriculture/Managing Density                 9608 Hawick Ln, Kensington 

16, W, 10a  Communications                                  LWVMC Office 

17, Th, 7p                County Grants & Contracts                                 LWVMC Office 

11, F, 1:30p Education LWVMC Office 

23, W, 1:30p            Health & Human Services                              LWVMC Office 

TBD International Relations  C - Judy Whiton 

18, F, 10a                Land Use & Transportation                                LWVMC Office 

15, Tu, 7p             Making Democracy Work                                LWVMC Office 

21, M, 10a           Membership                                                    LWVMC Office 

TBD               Natural Resources  C - Linda Silversmith  

                                COMING UP IN APRIL 

5, F Voter registration & party affiliation change closes for Primary 

6, W, 9:45a LWVMC Board Meeting  LWVMC Office 

6, W, 12:30p Unit Council LWVMC Office 

10, Su, 2-5p “Sunday at the Movies” S, p5, ADI Studio, Rockville 

11, M MD General Assembly adjourns  

11-14, M-Th Units:  Election Process 

12, Tu Founding of LWVMC in 1920 

14-21, Th-Th, Presidential Primary Election Early Voting 
10a-8p 

18, M, 6:45-8:30p Trending Topics Twinbrook Library 

21, Th LWVMD Lobby Day on Capitol Hill (tentative) 

26, Tu Presidential Primary Election Day 

30, F LWVMD Spring Luncheon & Tour S, p7, Cosmos Club & Phillips  
   Collection Washington, DC 
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  MARCH 2016 UNITS CALENDAR:	  
  County Grants & Contracts w/Nonprofits - Consensus 

 

All meetings are open to the public. The LWVMC office, Asbury 
Methodist Village, Leisure World and Riderwood are handicap-
accessible 
 
TUESDAY, MARCH 8 
10 AM TUESDAY AM 
 Asbury Methodist Village, 417 Russell Ave. 
 Hefner Entrance, Gaithersburg 
 Contact Mary Jane Gilliat, 301-216-5830 
 7:30 PM TUESDAY PM 

3208 Pickwick Lane, Chevy Chase 
Contact Carol Gross, 301-652-2236 

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 9 
 9:30 AM BETHESDA/POTOMAC 
 9608 Hawick Lane, Kensington 
 Contact Margaret Chasson, 301-942-0497 
10:15 AM ROSSMOOR 
 Leisure World Clubhouse 1 
 3701 Rossmoor Blvd, Silver Spring 
 Contact Elaine Apter, 301-438-8707 
12 N WEDNESDAY NOON 
 5308 Trailway Drive, Rockville 
 Contact Nancy Zaharko, 301-460-1419 
 
THURSDAY, MARCH 10 
 9:30 AM SILVER SPRING 
 10407 Royal Road, Silver Spring 
 Contact Gwyn Fields, 301-439-4356 
 
MONDAY, MARCH 14 
12:30 PM RIDERWOOD 
 Village Square Classroom 1 
 Riderwood, Silver Spring 
 Contact Nancy Allison, 240-204-0928 
 2 PM  ROCKVILLE PM   
 LWVMC Office 
 Contact Mary Lanigan, 240-687-0517 

IN MEMORIAM 

Long time LWVMC member Audrey Koch 
passed away on Jan. 28, 2016. Audrey 

died of cancer at her home with daughters 
Deborah Koch and Nina Koch at her side.  
Audrey “was a devoted member for over 
50 years who was always a dependable 

source of League calendars,” her  
daughters remarked. 

The family has asked that in lieu of flow-
ers, memorial contributions may be made 
in her name to two organizations including 

the League of Women Voters of Mont-
gomery County. Our deepest condolences 

go to Audrey’s family and friends. 

Thank you to all of those who have made 
recent donations to LWVMC in memory of 

Jackie Hoke and Audrey. 

 “When the LWVMC recently received a 
substantial gift in honor of the late Maxine 
Montgomery, the Board decided to use 
the funds to support publication of “The 
Elected,” our directory of officeholders 

from Board of Education through  
President of the United 

States. Acknowledgment of the gift will be 
included in copies of the brochure. 

“I hope that this gift will support publication 
for several years, a fitting tribute to 

Maxine’s support for the League and its 
work, just as all of your gifts are too.” 

—Ralph Watkins, LWVMD Voter Service, 
and LWVMC member 

WELCOME! 

SHANNON ZIOTNIK   Potomac 20854 

We look forward to working with you. Please join us at a unit and/or 
committee meeting as well as “Trending Topics” and don’t forget 

“Sunday at the Movies” April 10. 
 

MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE 

A special invitation 
If you are a prospective or new member of 
the League, you are invited to a get-
together on Sun., March 6, from 3-5 pm. 
Please come with a story to tell of why you 
are interested in the League, maybe some 
suggestions about what you would like to 
see the League do that it isn’t doing, and 
an inquiring mind, ready to ask any ques-
tions you have about the League’s activi-
ties. We’ll have seasoned Leaguers pre-
sent who can respond to your questions 
and summarize League activities you may 
want to be involved in. And did we mention 
comestibles?  Please come, meet us and 
let us meet you at Marcia Kingman’s 
home, 5911 Walton Rd., Bethesda, 20817. 
 



 

 

Meet Jim Cope 
First Hometown: Nelsonville, Ohio 
Favorite Hometown: Estes Park, Colorado 
Leisure Obsession: Jazz Drumming (Conga drum) 
What I’m Glad I’m Good At: Mountain Climbing 
Secret Ambition: To have the Washington  
Redskins choose my (soon to be formed) Maryland  
barbershop quartet as game-day entertainment, like  
the Denver Broncos chose my quartet (“The Music  
Men of Estes Park”) when the Broncos hosted the  
New England Patriots in 2013. 
League: I joined the Estes Park League (“Not Just For 
Women”) in 2003, because of its leadership on recycling and numerous other 
public affairs issues. 
LWVMC: I respect League, enjoy group dynamics, and have spent my life 
studying, practicing and teaching organization management. I have things to 
learn and, perhaps, share. 

See more from Jim Cope this month in his feature story about “Sound of 
Silence….” —Marcia Kingman, Membership co-chair 
 
 

FUNDRAISING COMMITTEE 
 

To help celebrate RMNP’s Centennial in 
2015, the Estes Park League produced 
a three-minute video, and joined with 
RMNP and the National Park Service in 
celebration and rededication of the 
Congressional ban. You can view the 
video on YouTube at 
http://youtu.be/l4_llrR800w, In addition, 
the LWVMC office has a copy of the 
DVD available for use by units and 
individual members. The Centennial of 
the National Park Service is being 
celebrated this year, 2016. Yes, RMNP 
was formed one year before the 
National Park Service. (Other national 
parks, such as Yellowstone and 
Yosemite, are older too.) 
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A CASE STUDY 
‘SOUND OF SILENCE’ 

TRAVELS VIA LEAGUE 
Editor’s Note: Jean McGuire is still 
an active member of the Estes Park, 
Colorado, League and Jim Cope— 
now a member of LWVMC—helped 
with this project. Thanks to Jim for 
writing and sharing this great 
League story with us. 

 “Silence is a source of Great 
Strength.”— Lao Tzu 

“Silence is a true friend who never 
betrays.” —Confucius 

“One of the greatest sounds of them 
all—and to me it is a sound—is 

utter, complete silence.” 
—Andre Kostelanetz  

In November 1995, the League of 
Women Voters of Estes Park, 
Colorado (LWVEP) learned that 
plans were afoot for commercial 
helicopter sightseeing flights over 
neighboring Rocky Mountain 
National Park. The League had a 
long and supportive relationship with 
RMNP and recognized at once the 
threat such flights represented to the 
Park and its more than three million 
annual visitors. 

In surveys these visitors 
acknowledged coming to RMNP for 
solace, for renewal, to connect with 
the natural world, to explore and 
experience abundant beauty, and to 
escape the din of everyday living. 
But all of this was hanging in the 
balance when the League sprang 
into action and mounted an effort for 
a Congressional ban on such flights. 

  

Mark your calendars for a 
‘Sunday at the Movies’ date 
When:  April 10, 2-5 pm including Wine 
& Cheese event 
Where:  American Dance Institute  
1570 East Jefferson St, Rockville 
Movie:  ‘Girl Rising’ 
Afterward: Discussion led by  
Moderator Don Mooers 

A review by Mark Feeney,  
Boston Globe 

FACT:  Educated mothers are more 
than twice as likely to send their 
children to school (UNICEF)  
FACT:  In a single year, an estimated 
150 million girls are victims of sexual 
violence (UNIFEM) 

The idea behind “Girl Rising” is strikingly 
simple and even more strikingly 
imaginative. The documentary, which 
aims to illuminate the plight of girls in the 
developing world, has nine girls re-enact 
actual incidents from their lives to 
illustrate aspects of that plight, including 
child labor, little or no access to 
education, sexual abuse, poverty, 
arranged marriage. Each vignette has a 
voice-over written by a woman writer 
from the girl’s country, some of whom 
are quite well known, for example, 
Edwidge Danticat for Haiti and Marie 
Arana for Peru. The voice-overs feature 
an amazing  
array of vocal  
talent too,  
including  
Meryl Streep,  
Anne  
Hathaway,  
Alicia Keys (if she ever decides to give 
up music, she has a real future in 
acting), Kerry Washington, Salma 
Hayek, and Cate Blanchett. 

 

That campaign employed most of the 
elements of a major grassroots 
public education/public policy 
advocacy effort—petitions. . .letter 
writing. . .personal visits with local, 
regional, state and national officials 
. . .distribution of “Ban the Buzz” 
flyers. . .collection of signatures from 
Park visitors—in short, the works. 

The Estes Park League was 
supported by the Larimer County 
League, by other local Colorado 
Leagues, by LWVCO and by the 
LWVUS. This became a story of “A 
League United.”  

Finally a seasoned Washington 
hand, on learning what the Estes 
Park League had done, said that if 
they had informed him of their plans, 
he would have told them they  
were “delusional.” 

“To get the Congress of the United 
States to enact a ban on sightseeing 
flights over built-in Congressional 
inertia and in the face of opposition 
from the industry trade group 
representing flight operators? Forget 
it, it’s not going to happen,” he said. 

But it did! On Sept. 28, 1998, 
Congress enacted legislation that 
permanently banned commercial 
touring flights over Rocky Mountain 
National Park, making RMNP the 
only unit in the National Park Service 
afforded such protection. (By 
contrast, visitors to Grand Canyon 
National Park are subjected to more 
than 52,000 commercial sightseeing 
flights a year.)  



 

 

Do you know of a particular place in your 
community where you would like to see 
the Voters’ Guide available? 

Do you have some extra time to  
distribute Guides at a Metro stop in the 
morning or evening rush hours? 

Do you have friends who can help,  
perhaps putting them in their apartment 
buildings or condos or houses in their 
favorite neighborhood? 

We are looking forward to having printed 
copies of our newly designed Guide for 
the 2016 Primary Election available 
around April 1, We will no longer print 
the Guide as an insert in the Beacon 
senior newspaper. We became  
concerned that even with additional 
signage, many readers did not know the 
Guide was inserted and many copies 
were thrown out inside the newspapers 
tossed at the end of the month. 

This year we are printing the same 
number of copies, 70,000, and doing all 
of the Beacon distribution ourselves. We 
think this will be more efficient and  
actually result in getting the Guide into 
the hands of more voters. 

Montgomery County government will still 
distribute it to the libraries and other 
county facilities. 

  

 
 

Marcia Bond, who is in charge of  
distribution, has an extensive list of 
other community organizations and 
outlets that League members have 
taken it to in the past. We will need 
your continued help with that too. If 
you have a particular location to add, 
contact her at  
marciadbond@gmail.com.  

We also will provide extra copies to 
senior living communities who may 
have previously relied on  
The Beacon. 

And we will mail the Guide to League 
members, to others on a mailing list 
we have collected at various events, 
and to several thousand newly  
registered voters, courtesy of a grant 
from the Montgomery County Council. 
We are also trying to get the word out 
about vote411.org, the online  
voters' guide that enables voters to 
enter their address and see the races 
on their ballot as well as compare 
candidates' positions  
side-by-side.   

Notify your friends, families and or-
ganizations about the paper Voters’ 
Guides and the online electronic ver-
sion vote411.org when available. We 
value your suggestions for delivery 
locations, your help delivering, and 
look forward to hearing from you. 
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Polling Place Support offers a win/win/win/win project 
 

The Primary Election is coming, and the Montgomery County Board of  
Elections is again contracting with the League to provide visitors to all of its 200+ 
polling places to confirm that election procedures are being followed,  
equipment is working, signs are posted, and the voters are having a good  
experience at the polls. 

You’ll get a letter soon from the Board of Elections (or you may have already re-
ceived it), describing the program and including a form to return to tell us how you 
can help. We need a lot of volunteers to do this (about 60!), so please watch for 
the letter and plan to help us if you can. This project 

•helps us to check precincts for Election Day      
•provides crucial funding for LWVMC’s voters service efforts, especially the  
publication of our Voters’ Guide. 
•assures the voters of Montgomery County a better experience at the polls  
•gives each volunteer a deeper understanding of and appreciation for what’s in-
volved in running fair and efficient elections, as well as a gratifying opportunity to 
be part of the League’s commitment to making democracy work.  
—Judy Morenoff 

 

Congressional District 8  
Forum March 13 attracts 14 

LWVMC is partnering with the Fred-
erick LWV to sponsor a candidate 
forum on Sun., March 13 from 3:30-6 
pm for Republican and Democratic 
candidates who have filed for the 
District 8 seat that is being vacated 
by Rep. Chris Van Hollen (D). Five 
Republicans and nine Democrats 
have filed to run for that seat in the 
Maryland Primary Election April 26. 
The Republican and Democratic 
candidates will debate separately. 
Congressional District 8 covers parts 
of Montgomery, Frederick, and Car-
roll counties.   

Melanie Cox, Frederick LWV presi-
dent, and Elaine Apter from LWVMC 
are coordinating this forum in 
Rosenstock Hall Auditorium on the 
campus of Hood College, 401 
Rosemont Ave, Frederick, MD 
21701. The debate will be vide-
otaped for rebroadcast in both Mont-
gomery and Frederick Counties.  
—Mary Lanigan for Elaine Apter 

Still on the attack,  
congratulations to Nancy 
Soreng, LWVMD co-president and 

LWVMC member, whose opinion 
article, written with LWV of Virginia 
co-president Dianne Blais, titled “An 
independent panel for redistricting” 
was printed in the Washington Post 
Jan. 29. Here’s the link: 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/opi
nions/an-independent-panel-for-
redistricting/2016/01/29/de707694-
c544-11e5-9693-
933a4d31bcc8_story.html?tid=a_inl 

In addition, Nancy has prepared a 
PowerPoint presentation on  
“Gerrymandering and Redistricting 
Reform” for local Leagues to use in 
their communities. Ask for  
assistance finding a speaker to lead 
your meeting also when  
contacting the LWVMD office  
410-269-0232, info@lwvmd.org 
 

MAKING DEMOCRACY WORK 

It’s primary (election) time to help distribute Voters’ Guides 
 

mailto:marciadbond@gmail.com
http://www.vote411.org/
http://www.vote411.org/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/an-independent-panel-for-redistricting/2016/01/29/de707694-c544-11e5-9693-933a4d31bcc8_story.html?tid=a_inl
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/an-independent-panel-for-redistricting/2016/01/29/de707694-c544-11e5-9693-933a4d31bcc8_story.html?tid=a_inl
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/an-independent-panel-for-redistricting/2016/01/29/de707694-c544-11e5-9693-933a4d31bcc8_story.html?tid=a_inl
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/an-independent-panel-for-redistricting/2016/01/29/de707694-c544-11e5-9693-933a4d31bcc8_story.html?tid=a_inl
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/an-independent-panel-for-redistricting/2016/01/29/de707694-c544-11e5-9693-933a4d31bcc8_story.html?tid=a_inl
mailto:info@lwvmd.org


 

 

MDW CONTINUED... 
Veto override grows voting rights 
Maryland citizens who have been con-
victed of a felony will soon be able 
to register to vote upon completion 
of incarceration rather than having to 
wait until they have also completed any 
required probation or parole. On Feb. 9, 
the General Assembly overturned the 
Governor’s veto of legislation passed in 
the last session that would restore these 
voting rights. The legislation is effective 
30 days after passage. 

Proponents, including LWVMC, argued 
that offenders should have their voting 
rights restored as soon as they are re-
leased from prison and return to the 
community to live and work to assist 
with their re-entry to society. Voters who 
are convicted of a felony are purged 
from the voter rolls and must re-register 
to vote.  

League volunteers will go to the Mont-
gomery County Correctional Facility in 
Boyds on March 8 to register voters and 
pass out absentee ballots. League vol-
unteers also go to the Montgomery 
County Detention Center as well as the 
Pre-Release Center, both in Rockville, 
to register voters and provide informa-
tion. If you are interested in volunteer-
ing, contact Miriam Dessureau, 
epdessureau@gmail.com. 
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2014 action on trees means 
2016 reaction from the DEP 
In early 2014, LWVMC was active in 
promoting the enactment of two county 
bills addressing the need for maintaining 
and improving the county's tree canopy. 
One of the new laws promotes replace-
ment of trees lost to development, 
whether nearby or in other selected 
sites. The other, the Roadside Tree Law, 
encourages residents to identify sites 
where street trees are needed. Here's 
where you can learn more: 

http://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/d
ep/Tree/laws-and-programs.html  

Meanwhile, the Montgomery County 
Department of Environmental Protection 
(DEP) has issued recent information, 
noting the following: 

“Tree Montgomery” is a new program to 
plant shade trees–for free. The DEP is 
looking for places to plant, especially in 
yards of single family homes, parking 
lots, and multi-family communities. 
We’re also targeting areas where there 
is a lot of development, little tree can-
opy, or a real need for shade. The 
County will install shade trees and give 
them some after-care; all for free. When 
installed, the trees will be 10-to-12 feet 
tall and will eventually be more than 50-
feet tall, providing you with decades of 
shade. Funding for Tree Montgomery is 
provided through the Tree Canopy Law.  

If you’re interested in a shade tree, sign 
up for more information! If you’re inter-
ested in a street tree, please call MC 311. 

ACTION COMMITTEE 
 NOTE: MARCH 1 is still time for some 

LWV action if you read this in time. 

On LWVMD Legislative Day in Anna-
polis, the county League would like to 
be able to visit with all 32 of our state 
legislators--for 15 minutes each--during 
the time period 8:30 to 10 am on Tues. 
March 1. (Background materials will  
be provided.) 
—Contact Linda Silversmith, Action 
vice-president ASAP to participate: 
301-294-0566 / 301-641-9508 cell or 
lindas@capaccess.org. 
Catch up on the General Assembly's 
actions and inactions via the LWVMD 
Report from State Circle at 
http://www.lwvmd.org/report_from_st_c
ircle. You may particularly want to note 
that all of our county's state legislators 
voted to override the Governor's veto 
of the bill allowing released felons to 
vote. In addition, the General Assembly 
has now overridden all six of the 2015 
bills that Governor Hogan vetoed.  

Meanwhile, our Action committee is 
focusing on the Montgomery County 
Council capital budget (introduced in 
January) and the operating budget (to 
be presented around March 15). 

LWVUS board sets 2016 legislative priorities 
The LWVUS Board has set federal legislative priorities for the second 
session of the 114th Congress. These are ranked in two tiers. The 
first tier priority, Representative Democracy, includes voting rights 
and election administration, money in politics, redistricting reform and 
work on a constitutional convention, as described in our story on our 
two new positions. The second is Climate Change, while we continue 
to watch action on several issues including immigration, health care, 
reproductive rights and environmental protection. 

LWVUS announces two new positions 
The LWVUS Board has approved two new positions based on con-
sensus reached from the Constitutional Amendment Process study, 
which is part of our Key Structures of Democracy. 

One calls for safeguards that must be in place to govern the constitu-
tional convention process of proposing amendments to the U.S. Con-
stitution. The other outlines considerations for evaluating constitu-
tional amendment proposals. These positions on Constitutional Con-
ventions are particularly relevant at this time because the Balanced 
Budget Amendment (BBA) is close to achieving the number of states 
needed to require Congress to call a constitutional convention. 

Thanks to the Leagues from 46 states that participated in the study 
and a special thanks to the Constitutional Amendment Process study 
committee headed by Pat Donath of the US Board. Because of all of 
your work, the League is tooled to help shape the course of impor-
tant public policy decisions now and well into the future. 

 

Join LWVMD at Cosmos Club  
on Embassy Row April 30 

The LWV of Maryland is planning a special spring 
event that will feature as our luncheon speaker 
Karen Tumulty, national political correspondent 
for the Washington Post.  She will share with us 
her observations about the current  
presidential campaign. 

We are privileged to be able to hold our luncheon 
at the prestigious Cosmos Club, located at 2121 
Massachusetts Ave. NW, Washington, D.C., on 
Embassy Row. You can visit this special space, 
enjoy lunch, listen to our noted speaker, and af-
terward, if you wish, tour the Phillips Collection 
on 21st St., nearby.  

You will not want to miss this event! Stay tuned to 
learn about how to sign up. —Barbara  
Schnackenberg, LWVMD co-president 

 



Educating girls is the smartest investment of 

our time. When girls are educated, communities 

thrive and economies grow. Yet 62 million girls 

are missing from classrooms worldwide, and 

tremendous opportunities are lost.  

View the movie - Girl Rising and participate in 

a panel discussion with panelists who are 

involved in education for girls around the world. 

 

 
League of Women Voters of Montgomery County 

 

 
 

 

Sunday at the Movies 
April 10, 2016 

 

Wine and Cheese at 2:00 – Movie begins at 3:00 

 
 

 
 

                
 
    
 

 

 

 
American Dance Institute (ADI) 

1570 East Jefferson Street 

   Rockville, MD 20850 
 

Register online at:  http://lwvmc.eventbrite.com 
 

or mail in form 
 

 

Name__________________________________________________________________________________  

 

Telephone_____________________________ Email____________________________________________ 
 

Yes, I/We will attend the LWVMC film & discussion on April 10, 2016.   
 

 ______  Total number of tickets @ $35 each $_____  
 

$_____  Donation to LWVMC-Citizen Education Fund   
 

$_____  Total Enclosed  
 

Make check payable and mail to: LWVMC-CEF, 12216 Parklawn Dr, Suite 105, Rockville, MD 20852  
 

Tel: (301) 984-9585;   Email: LWVMC@erols.com;   Web: lwvmocomd.org 

[LWVMC-CEF is a 501(c)3 organization and your 
donation is tax -deductible to the fullest extent proved 

by law (EIN #52 -6078301).] 

 

http://lwvmc.eventbrite.com/
mailto:LWVMC@erols.com
http://www.lwvmocomd.org/


 

League of Women Voters of the National Capital Area 
 

Presents… 
 

 
 

Friday, June 17, 2016  7:30 PM 

Washington Marriott Wardman Park Hotel 

Thurgood Marshall Ballroom 

Tickets - $35.00 Online (+service fee) 

$40 at the Convention (cash or check only) 

Click to buy your ticket now  
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/capitol-steps-tickets-20486478609 

 

 



Thank You to our Wonderful Calendar Outlets 

The following stores played a big part in the success of our calendar sales this year.  If you shop 

there, please try to remember to thank them for participating.  And if you’ve never been to some 

of them, consider stopping in (and telling them you’re there because you saw their name among 

our outlets in our Voter). 

 

T H A N K   Y O U ! ! 

Bethesda Co-op 

301-320-2530 

6500 Seven Locks Rd 

Bethesda, MD 20818 

 

Bradley Party & Variety 

301-500-1255 

6922 Arlington Rd 

Bethesda, MD 20814 

 

Brookville Pharmacy 

301-652-0600 

7025 Brookville Rd 

Chevy Chase, MD 20815 

 

Chevy Chase Super Market  

301-656-5133 

8531 Connecticut Ave 

Chevy Chase, MD 20815 

 

Cricket Book Shop 

301-774-4242 

17800 New Hampshire Ave 

Ashton, MD 20861 

 

 

 

Edna’s Cleaners  

301-424-6007 

1061 Rockville Pike 

Rockville, MD 20852 

 

Friendship Heights Village 

Community Center 

301-656-2797 

4433 South Park Ave 

Chevy Chase, MD 20815 

 

Glen Echo Hardware 

301-229-3700 

7303 MacArthur Blvd 

Bethesda, MD 20816 

 

Glen Echo Pharmacy 

301-229-5656 

7311 MacArthur Blvd 

Bethesda, MD 20816 

 

Gold Castle Jewelers 

301-598-3898 

Leisure World Plaza 

3834 International Dr 

Silver Spring, MD 20906 

 

Grosvenor Market 

301-493-6217 

10401 Grosvenor Pl 

Rockville, MD 20852 

 

Kensington Caboose 

301-929-0178 

10508 Connecticut Ave 

Kensington, MD 20895 

 

Legacy Hair Salon 

301-871-6626 

5528 Norbeck Rd 

Rockville, MD 20853 

 

Shoe Train 

301-299-9662 

11325 Seven Locks Rd 

Potomac, MD 20854 

 

Silver Spring Books 

301-587-7484 

938 Bonifant St 

Silver Spring, MD 20910 

 

Somerset (Town Of) 

Town Hall 

301-657-3211 

4510 Cumberland Ave 

Chevy Chase, MD 20815 

 

Strosnider’s Bethesda 

301-654-5688 

6930 Arlington Rd 

Bethesda, MD 20814 

 

Strosniders Potomac 

301-299-6333 

10110 River Rd 

Potomac, MD 20854 

 

Wild Bird Center 

301-468-7333 

1776 E. Jefferson St 

Rockville, MD 20852 
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JOIN HERE!  JOIN NOW! 

HERE’S WHY 
 

The women and men (yes, men) of the 
League of Women Voters of Montgomery 
County promote good government through 
non-partisan, grassroots volunteer work.   
We—  
 

• Examine Issues 
• Educate Citizens 
• Register Voters 
• Participate in Advocacy 

 

Join today and receive valuable 
information from your free subscription to 
The Montgomery Voter. Membership also 
includes affiliation with the League of 
Women Voters of Maryland and the 
League of Women Voters of the United 
States. 

 

LWV MONTGOMERY COUNTY, MD, INC. 
12216 Parklawn Dr., Suite 105, Rockville, MD 20852 

 

NAME______________________________________________________ 
 

ADDRESS __________________________________________________ 
 

TEL (H)  _________________EMAIL _____________________________ 
 

CITY, STATE, ZIP_____________________________________________ 

 ANNUAL DUES 

 Regular Membership   $65.00 ________ 

 2nd member, same house  $32.50 ________ 

 Student Membership   $15.00 ________ 

 Optional Contribution    ________ 

    (Non-deductible)  TOTAL ________ 
 

Please make your check payable to: LWVMC 

Tel: (301) 984-9585  ●  Email: lwvmc@erols.com  ●  Web: lwvmocomd.org 

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS
 

OF MONTGOMERY COUNTY, MD, INC. 
12216 Parklawn Dr, Suite 105 
Rockville, MD 20852-1710 

“ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED” 

 

LOOK FOR THESE INSERTS INSIDE YOUR VOTER 

FACT SHEET: Grants, Contracts and Non-profits in Montgomery County Part 2 

Flyer: “Sunday at the Movies” – Girl Rising – Sun., April 10 

Flyer: Capitol Steps Comedy Show tickets at Convention 2016 – Fri., June 17 

Flyer: Thank You to our Wonderful Calendar Outlets 

Reminder: Buy your tickets for the March 1 Strathmore concert 

 

 
 

mailto:lwvmc@erols.com
https://www.facebook.com/mont.lwvmd.org
https://twitter.com/MoCoMDLWV
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