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Trending Topics: Ensuring Self-Determination at the End of Life

What is a good death? How can we focus on our
personal value systems and communicate our wishes
to family and close friends? On Monday, March 27, at
6:45 pm at the Rockville Library, Rosalind Kipping, a
member of the Compassion and Choices Maryland
Leadership Team, will speak on this current and
timely topic.
Ms. Kipping plans to provide both legal documents
and supporting materials to help each individual focus
on personal values and how to talk with one’s family.
She will explain the rights we have in Maryland and

the one we do not: medical aid in dying. The legal
documents for the state of Maryland can enable you to
ensure that any personal decisions that you make now
will be known to your family and physicians even if you
are unable to voice them in the future.
In addition, Ms. Kipping will explain The End of Life
Options Act legislation proposed to the Maryland
legislature and its status as of March 27. This is the
third year in which legislation has been proposed in
Maryland to address end-of-life options (Senate bill
SB0354 and House bill HB0370). Six other states have
already approved “death with dignity” laws, starting with
Oregon in 1997.
This is also a topic under consideration for LWVMD
program planning for next year.

- Linda Silversmith

March Discussion Groups: Are Locking-in Land Use Regulations a Good Thing?
This LWVMD study focuses on the
effectiveness of enabling legislation
called the Development Rights and
Responsibilities Act (DRRA) with the
goal of determining if the state LWV
should take a position on revising
this act. Under the act, counties and
municipalities can enter into
agreements with developers
allowing certain land uses to take
place on the condition that the
developers also pay towards certain
governmental services, such as
schools and roads. In turn for
helping to provide for infrastructure,
the developers then get some
certainty in their project planning.

Montgomery County’s interactions
with developers take place under
separate state-enabling legislation,
and our local land use laws and
regulations are generally more
strict/stringent than the agreements
reached under the DRRA. Still, we
as county residents can care about
how well the DRRA is working, both
as state taxpayers and as a way of
educating ourselves about land use
options.
The LWVMD study was inspired by
a recent study, by the LWV
Frederick County, of the positives
and negatives of a range of DRRA

agreements in that county. Like the
fact sheet included in this issue, the
conversations in our LWVMC
discussion groups will focus on what
works and what doesn’t, and
whether the DRRA needs to be
improved or clarified.
Anyone who wishes to go beyond
the fact sheet can look at e-files for a
resource guide and a slide show at
http://www.lwvmd.org/fact_sheets.
Then be sure to plan which
discussion group you wish to attend
between Wednesday March 8 and
Tuesday March 14!
- Linda Silversmith
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Marchons, marchons! Qu'un
sang impur abreuve nos sillons!
March on, march on! All hearts
resolv'd on victory or death!
- La Marsellaise,
French National Anthem
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The Woman Suffrage Procession was scheduled to occur
the day before Woodrow Wilson was inaugurated. The
official program explained that is was a "march in a spirit of
protest against the present political organization of society,
from which women are excluded." (Does this sound
familiar?) Over 8,000 women and men gathered to march
down Pennsylvania Avenue to highlight the need for more
states to ratify the proposed amendment on women’s
suffrage so that it would become part of the constitution.
The march was marred by bystanders attacking the
participants in the procession and the lack of police
protection. Over 200 were treated at local hospitals and in
the end students from the University of Maryland formed a
line of protection to allow the marchers to reach their goal.
President-elect Wilson was said to have asked where the
crowds to greet him were and was told they were all
watching the Procession.
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It is March, when we celebrate Women’s History Month.
March 8th is International Women’s Day, so March is
appropriate for the history month designation, but did you
know that it is also the month in which women marched in
Washington on March 3, 1913, in support of the
19th amendment for women’s suffrage?

®

The United States has always had marches to highlight the
need for change. I know that in my younger days I
participated in some. In fact, my first march was for
women’s rights: the right for the “back in the dorm” hours to
be the same for women as for men. (I will reveal a bit of
personal information now and tell you that I was a founding
member at my university of a women’s rights group, which
was named W.O.M.E.N., Women’s Oppression Must End
Now.) That was the first of many marches for me. How
many of you participated in marches in the 1960’s and
70’s?
Just over a month ago, women and men again gathered to
march during the time of a presidential inauguration (as
they had in 1913) for the Women’s March on Washington
that became the 2017 Women’s March around the world.
Hundreds of thousands of people were here
in DC andp 6
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were joined around the United States and around the
world, in what is estimated to be 5 million participants. Just
Montgomery
like in 1913,
womenCounty
wanted to send a message to a new
League member Carol
president that women’s rights, and indeed human rights,
Blackburn and her
must be an important part of the national agenda. The US
daughter April Blackburn
League
joinedthe
in being
a presence at the March and many
attended
Women's
of March
our members
participated.
on Washington on Since January, Leagues
across the country, Jan.
including
21 ours, have seen a surge in
new
members.
I
hope
that
all of you, both long-term and
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new members, will look for the issues that our League is
working on today – voter empowerment, redistricting, good
government and many others – and become involved those

MARCH 2017 EVENTS CALENDAR
12216 Parklawn Dr, Ste 105, Rockville, MD 20852-1710
All meetings are open to the public. LWVMC Office & Montgomery County libraries are handicap-accessible.
KEY: M = Monday, Tu = Tuesday, W = Wednesday, Th = Thursday, F = Friday, Sa = Saturday, Su = Sunday
a = am, n = noon, p = pm or midnight I = Insert, S = Story, C = Contact

DATE & TIME
EVENT
LOCATION
1, W 8:30a
LWVMD Legislative Day
Annapolis
3, F 1:30p
Dry Run for LWVMD Study Discussion Groups LWMC Office
3, 10,17,24, 31, F 10a Great Decisions
Cedar Lane UU Church, Bethesda
8, W
International Women’s Day
8, 9, 13, 14
Discussion Groups: LWVMD Dev. Rights & Responsibilities Agreements Study
W, Th, M, Tu
see pages 1 & 4
27, M
Trending Topics –
Rockville Library
6:45 – 8:30p
Compassionate Choices in Death, see page 1
COMMITTEE MEETINGS
Contact Chairperson(s) listed on p2 for more information.
22, W, 10a
Agriculture
Margaret Chasson’s Home
15, W, 10a
Communications
LWVMC Office
9, Th, 10a
Economic Development
LWVMC Office
10, F, 1:30p
Education
LWVMC Office
22, W, 1:30p
Health & Human Services
LWVMC Office
16, Th, 1:30p
Housing & Renters Study
LWVMC Office
No Meeting
International Relations
17, F, 10a
Land Use/Transportation
LWVMC Office
7, Tu, 7p
Making Democracy Work (MDW)
LWVMC Office
20, M, 10a
Membership
LWVMC Office
TBD
Natural Resources
Contact Linda Silversmith
COMING UP IN APRIL
5, W, 9:45a
LWVMC Board Meeting
LWVMC Office
5, W, 12:30a
Discussion Group Council
LWVMC Office
8, Sa, 9:30a-3p
LWVNCA Housing Forum
Arlington, VA, see insert
9, Su, 2 – 5p
Sunday at the Movies
Gaithersburg Arts Barn, see insert
10-13, M-Th
Discussion Groups – Global Girls’ Education
TBD
10, M
Maryland General Assembly Adjourns
12, W
Founding of LWVMC in 1920
19, W
LWVMD Lobby Day on Capitol Hill (tentative)
24, M, 6:45 – 8:30p Trending Topics – Legislative Wrap-Up
Library TBD
29, Sa
LWVMD Spring Fundraising Event

An Update from Chris Carson, LWVUS
As millions of women and men—including hundreds of
League volunteers—turned out in stunning force to
march nationwide [Jan. 21], the new Administration and
Congress took steps to strip away many of the things we
hold dear.

The League pounced on threats of an unnecessary
and dangerous “investigation” into voting issues,
earning extensive media coverage for our work. We’ll
be ready when this issue resurfaces.
We’ve spoken out on the Executive Branch’s likely
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illegal and discriminatory immigration orders. We’ve
posed critical questions for the Senate to prioritize as they
consider the new Supreme Court nominee. And we’ve
continued to drive hundreds of calls and comments to
Congress on the importance of preserving the Affordable
Care Act.
Thank you to the many, many of you who have ensured
our message remains focused and consistent. Please
keep sharing our content, taking action, and staying in
front of your elected representatives at all levels.
- Chris Carson, LWVUS President

IN MEMORIAM

MARCH 2017 DISCUSSION GROUPS

It is with great sadness that we note the passing of
two League members. 50-year member Pat Plunkett
died on January 21 of this year. Pat was a past Board
member, the Chair of the Network for Children Committee, and a member of the White Oak “Unit.”
We also recently learned that long-time League
member Esther Haar-Hildebrand died on November
22 of last year. Esther was a member of the Rockville
PM Discussion Group. Our condolences go out to
their friends and family.

LWVMD Development Rights & Responsibilities
Agreements Study – Consensus
Meetings held at the LWVMC office, Asbury,
Riderwood, & Rossmoor are handicap-accessible
*** Please note split calendar ***

WEDNESDAY, March 8
9:30 AM
BETHESDA/POTOMAC
9608 Hawick Lane, Kensington
Contact Margaret Chasson,
301-942-0497
12:00 PM

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS

WEDNESDAY NOON
5308 Trailway Drive, Rockville
Contact Nancy Zaharko, 301-460-1419

THURSDAY, March 9
9:30 AM
SILVER SPRING
809 Hobbs Drive, Silver Spring
Contact Luella Mast, 301-384-4178
MONDAY, March 13
1:00 PM
RIDERWOOD
Village Square Classroom 1, Riderwood,
Silver Spring
Contact Ruth Sachs, 301-960-9755
2:00 PM

ROCKVILLE PM
LWVMC office
Contact Mary Lanigan, 240-687-0517

TUESDAY, March 14
10:00 AM
TUESDAY AM
Asbury Methodist Village, 417 Russell
Ave., Hefner entrance, Gaithersburg
Contact Sarah Corbett, 301-987-6790
7:30 PM

TUESDAY PM
8113 Grove St., Silver Spring
Contact Ralph Watkins, 301-787-7170

NOTE: The Rossmoor Discussion Group will not be
holding a meeting in March.

We look forward to meeting you!
Please join us at a Discussion Group,
Committee meeting or Trending Topics.

Chevy Chase
Jane Dealy, Wendy Patterson, Joan Siegel –
20815
Bethesda
Lynn Feinberg, Laura Noell - 20814
Julia Wolf-Rodda – 20817
Derwood
Annmarie Boyd – 20855
Rockville
Janice Kuhl – 20852
Potomac
Joslyn Read – 20854
North Potomac
Nevie Brooks - 20878
Montgomery Village
Alex Clarke – 20886
Kensington
Wendy Lesko – 20895
Silver Spring
Catherine Davidge, Sally Dimsdale, Laura
Ressler, Julie Whitcomb - 20901
Jim Henkelman-Bahn - 20904
Heidi Splane - 20906
Kinsey Gimbel, Betsy Mendelsohn, Meryl &
Mark Thomas, Anne Thompson - 20910
Amy Swackhamer - 20916
Takoma Park
Shannon Baker-Branstetter,
Anna Zelinsky – 20912

REMINDER: LWVMC ANNUAL MEETING
When: Saturday, May 20, 2017
Where: Leisure World
Be sure to Save the Date!
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LWVMC
DISCUSSION GROUP
Her Story: Japanese Internment Camp Survivors at February Discussion Group
February 19, 2017 marked the 75th
anniversary of President Franklin D.
Roosevelt's Executive Order 9066
forcing the relocation and internment of
Japanese Americans, as a result of the
Pearl Harbor attack. The order was
based on political and economic
motives and mass hysteria. 120,000
mostly US citizens and their immigrant
parents were evacuated to and
imprisoned in 10 camps to the interior
of the country. Three women, who
experienced the evacuation and
imprisonment and now live in
Montgomery County, MD, came
together to tell their stories at a League
of Women Voters Discussion Group in
February.

Diane: Diane’s parents met as UC
Berkeley students and she grew up
listening to their stories of camp in
Utah. When redress (apology) and
reparations (compensation) were
finally legislated, she used their
$20,000 to take her extended family
on their first-ever trip to Japan to learn
about their heritage.
Alice: Now age 90, Alice was a teen
in the Arkansas camp. Her mother
and father were teachers of the
Japanese language and both were
imprisoned, initially as dangerous
enemy aliens, then shipped to camp
to join their daughters. Alice shared a
picture of her grandson holding a
poster of Earl Warren who, as the

SUNDAY AT THE MOVIES

fundraiser!
APRIL 9
Join us for a screening and discussion of the awardwinning movie Electoral Dysfunction at the
Gaithersburg Arts Barn (Kentlands). Raffle tickets are
available at your Discussion Group or at the office.
See the inserted flyer to make your movie reservation
today. Your support will make this another successful
fundraiser. (see insert flyer)

Attorney General for the state of
California, supported the evacuation
and internment of the Japanese
Americans. The poster includes his
hand-written apology for the action
he came to regret and believe was
unjust.
Judy: The daughter of a War
Relocation Authority camp
administrator in Idaho and in
Arizona, she spent her days playing
with the interned children while her
sister attended their camp
elementary school. She has spoken
to various groups about the injustice
of the internment and hopes it never
happens again.
- Diane Hibino

Parking at the LWVMC Office
If you have recently visited the
League office you may have
seen new signs about Permit Parking Only. Since
the League is a tenant of the property, our
members can park in any of the spaces including
the ones marked Permit Parking Only. These
signs are to keep others that don't have business
in our building from parking in the lot. As
members you can park in any of the spaces and
not worry about being towed.

Board Meeting Highlights
At its meeting on February 1, the LWVMC Board:
1. Discussed the possibility of combining the League and our Citizen Education Fund into a single 501(c)3 organization
(to which dues and contributions would be tax deductible);
2. Agreed to apply for the LWVNCA’s Naumann Award, based on our redesigned Voters’ Guide and our distribution of it
to voters in targeted low turnout precincts and to newly registered voters;
3. Agreed to print The Elected annually (instead of bi-annually as in the past) to have an up-to-date publication in the
second year after an election
4. Reviewed the results from our January Program Planning meetings and agreed to recommend the following
studies/updates, which received the most votes at those meetings:
 to the LWVMD Board: 1) the process used to fill vacancies in the Maryland Legislature, 2) civic education in schools, 3)
bail, sentencing, and parole reform, and 4) death with dignity
 to the LWVNCA Board: 1) regional transportation follow-up, including Metro funding, 2) alternative energy sources, and
3) charter schools versus traditional public schools
 to LWVMC members at Annual Meeting: 1) re-adoption of current studies on economic development, pre-school
education, and rental housing; 2) adoption of a new study on County Government 101 (for information only), and 3) two
new studies for possible consensus: Substance Abuse and Treatment in Montgomery County and Status of Technical
Education in Montgomery County.
- Judy Morenoff
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LWVMC

MEMBER SPOTLIGHT

Continued from p. 2,
President’s Letter
Hundreds of thousands of people were here in DC and were joined
around the United States and around the world, in what is estimated to be
5 million participants. Just like in 1913, women wanted to send a
message to a new president that women’s rights, and indeed human
rights, must be an important part of the national agenda.
The US League joined in being a presence at the March and many of our
members participated. Since January, Leagues across the country,
including ours, have seen a surge in new members. I hope that all of you,
both long-term and new members, will look for the issues that our League
is working on today – voter empowerment, redistricting, good government
and many others – and become involved those issues.
- Linna

TRANSPORTATION

Bus Rapid Transit – Our
Future – When?

lines. Route 29 will have three soon:
March 7 from 6:30-8:30pm at the
Silver Spring Civic Building, March 13
from 7-9pm at Montgomery Blair High
School, and March 15 from 6:308:30pm at White Oak Community
Center. Route 355 had two meetings
in February and Route 586’s meeting
occurred in the fall.
You may ask: What is BRT? How is it
different from a RideOn bus or Metro
bus? Why is the county pursuing this
mode of transportation?

BRT is a mode of transportation that
is used around the world and will
soon be part of the Montgomery
County transportation system. At our
May discussion groups, we’ll provide
more information on these BRT
projects and much more. Until then,
lots of information about BRT is
available on this website:
http://www.montgomerycountymd.go
Open house information meetings will v/brt/.
- Bee Ditzler
occur or have occurred for all three
Montgomery County has kicked into
high gear to implement Bus Rapid
Transit. The three lines to be created
first are US Route 29 (Colesville
Road), MD Route 586 (Viers Mill
Road), and MD Route 355 (Rockville
Pike). The Corridor Cities Transitway
remains a Maryland project and relies
on state and federal funding.

CONGRATULATIONS:
Our Newest 50-Year Member –
Gloria Jackson!
If you think you, or a member you know, should
be included as a 50-year member this year,
please let the LWVMC office know.
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New
Member Wine
and Cheese
Meet & Greet,
Jan. 24.

Robin Majeski
FIRST HOMETOWN:
Trenton, NJ
FAVORITE HOMETOWN:
Silver Spring, MD
LEISURE OBSESSION:
Cross-country skiing in winter
WHAT I’M GLAD I’M GOOD AT:
Listening
SECRET AMBITION:
Still thinking about it!
LEAGUE-SINCE WHEN,
WHERE, WHY? Since Feb. 2016,
Montgomery County, MD,
because the LWV addresses
issues I really care about, my good
friend Marcia Bond is a member,
and the League is non-partisan.
LEAGUE-WHY NOW? Because
I care about the issues the LWV
cares about and it focuses on
issues rather than candidates.
Also, I like encouraging and
getting people to register to vote.
The LWV is a powerful force for
positive change!
- Marcia Kingman

LWVUS
Interview with Chris Carson,
President of the LWVUS
Complementing the recent filing of
an LWV Amicus Brief (opposed to
gerrymandering), LWVMC
member Jordan
Cooper interviews Chris Carson,
the national President of
the League of Women Voters,
who speaks about her transition
from being a college history and
political science professor to her
gradual involvement as a volunteer
for the LWV in California, her
success on a statewide referendum
to end the gerrymandering of
political districts, and her eventual
rise to her present leadership
position of a nationally-renowned
non-partisan organization.
Carson demonstrates that anyone
with a commitment to fairness can
assert themselves and have a
positive impact in the world. You
can listen to the episode at
http://www.publicinterestpodcast.co
m/2017/01/ep-44-chris-carsonlwv.html. The LWV Amicus Brief is
at
http://lwv.org/files/redistricting.amic
us.NC_.racial.pdf.
Jordan P. Cooper is host of Public
Interest Podcast at
www.publicinterestpodcast.com.

Now Available: When You
Go to Annapolis
This is LWVMD’s publication
that lists who serves in the
General Assembly and on
which committees they sit.
See it at
http://www.lwvmd.org/when_
you_go_to_annapolis.

LWVMD
Report of Consensus
Committee on Part 1 of the
LWVMD Study of the
Primary System in Maryland:
Single- vs Multi-Member
Districts
The LWVMD has reached a
consensus on in their
reconsideration of single-member
versus multi-member districts, which
is to retain the current LWVMD
position.
A common comment on the
consensus sheets and in
discussions with participating
League members is that redistricting
is a more important issue than the
composition of the districts, and the
Maryland League already has a
strong redistricting position. A total of
186 local League members
participated in consensus meetings
on this topic. The Consensus
Committee recognizes that this is a
relatively small group of League
members from which to draw a
statewide consensus, but the
Consensus Committee members

2017 LWVMD Priorities for
Lobbying the
General Assembly:
LWVMD Legislative Day is March 1!
Volunteers will discuss the following
priorities with their legislators:
• Redistricting reform
• Improved voter access
• Mitigating climate change
• Reliance on clean renewable
energy
• Safe water for all

feel that since these 186 League
members represent 10 out of the 14
local Leagues in the state, it is a valid
consensus.
The current LWVMD position, which
local Leagues reached consensus to
retain, is as follows:
The Maryland League of Women
Voters supports a mix of single and
multi-member districts for the
Maryland House of Delegates. The
following criteria should be used to
determine which districts should be
single and which should be multimember:
a. full minority representation;
b. geographic integrity;
c. preservation of political and
community boundaries;
d. compactness

• Maintaining the safety net for
vulnerable populations
• Corrections and sentencing
reform
• Adequate public transportation
funding
To get involved, contact Linda
Silversmith at linsil@usermail.com or
Adrienne McBride at
adrienne.mcbride@gmail.com.

LWVNCA Housing Forum
The member Leagues of the National Capital Area (LWVNCA) are
sponsoring an important housing forum. We will look for solutions to the
region's affordable housing challenges as we hear from experts and
from people involved in the community. Come to the free event on
Saturday, April 8, from 9:30am - 3pm, at the great NRECA conference
center in Arlington. Learn how to advocate for change! (See flyer insert
for details and how to register.)
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League of Women Voters of Montgomery County

Sunday at the Movies
April 9, 2017
Wine and Cheese at 2:00 – Movie begins at 3:00
Followed by Panel Discussion moderated by Don Mooers

Electoral Dysfunction, documentary created by a team of award-winning filmmakers, uses
humor and wit to take an irreverent—but nonpartisan—look at voting in America. Following a
dual premiere at the 2012 Republican and Democratic National Conventions, the program was
broadcast nationally on PBS and had its cable premiere in 2016 on Pivot.

Arts Barn
311 Kent Square Road
Gaithersburg, Maryland 20878-5727
Register online at: http://lwvmc.eventbrite.com or mail in form
Name__________________________________________________________________________________
Telephone_____________________________ Email____________________________________________
Yes, I/We will attend the LWVMC film & discussion.
(Deadline March 31, 2017)
______ Total number of tickets @ $35 each $_____
[LWVMC-CEF is a 501(c)3 organization and your
donation is tax -deductible to the fullest extent proved by
$_____ Donation to LWVMC-Citizen Education Fund
law (EIN #52 -6078301).]
$_____ Total Enclosed
Make check payable and mail to: LWVMC-CEF, 12216 Parklawn Dr, Suite 105, Rockville, MD 20852
Tel: (301) 984-9585; Email: LWVMC@erols.com; Web: lwvmocomd.org

League of Women Voters of the
National Capital Area
presents

A Place to Call Home:
Affordable Housing Forum
What are the Challenges?
How are They Being Addressed?
What Can We Do to Help?
Lisa Sturtevant, Housing & Regional Economic Development
and Local Area Panelists

SATURDAY, APRIL 8, 2017
9:30am - 3pm
NRECA – National Rural Electric Cooperative Association
4301 Wilson Blvd, Arlington, Virginia 22203
Free garage parking – enter N Taylor Street
Ballston/MU Metro station – 3 blocks away
Morning coffee & pastries

Afternoon beverages & snacks

Register at http://lwvnca-aplacetocallhome.eventbrite.com

LOOK FOR THESE INSERTS INSIDE YOUR VOTER:
Development Rights and Responsibilities Agreements: Locking In Land Use Regulations
A Place to Call Home: Affordable Housing Forum – Saturday, April 8, 2017
The Elected 2017 – a current listing of all elected officials who represent
Montgomery County in the federal, state, and local government
Sunday at the Movies: Electoral Dysfunction - Sunday, April 9, 2017
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March 2017 Issue
2016/17 No. 6
SUBMISSION DEADLINE
FOR APRIL 2017 ISSUE:
Tuesday, March 7
lwvmc@erols.com

JOIN HERE! JOIN NOW!
HERE’S WHY
The women and men of the League of
Women Voters of Montgomery County
promote good government through nonpartisan, grassroots volunteer work.

301-984-9585
Call to check office hours

facebook.com/mont.lwvmd.org • twitter.com/mocomdlwv
lwvmc@erols.com • lwvmocomd.org
Donate today online

LWV MONTGOMERY COUNTY, MD

12216 Parklawn Dr, Suite 105, Rockville, MD 20852
NAME _____________________________________________________
ADDRESS __________________________________________________
TEL (H) _________________EMAIL _____________________________
CITY, STATE, ZIP_____________________________________________

We—

•
•
•
•

Stay Connected to LWVMC!

Examine Issues
Educate Citizens
Register Voters
Participate in Advocacy

Membership includes affiliation with the
League of Women Voters of Maryland
and the League of Women Voters of the
United States.

ANNUAL DUES
Regular Membership
2nd member, same house
Student Membership
Optional Contribution
(Non-deductible)

$65.00 ________
$32.50 ________
$20.00 ________
________
TOTAL ________

Please make your check payable to: LWVMC
Or use credit card at: lwvmocomd.org

