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d) the vocational education aspect of career education should be expanded. 

Programs for At-Risk Students  (1990) 

9. MCPS programs to reduce the incidence of underachievement and failure for those students who, without 

intervention, are likely to emerge from school unprepared for further education and unprepared for the 

demands of a changing workplace. 

10. Programs which include: 

a) prevention 

b) early intervention 

c) in-school services where possible (2000) 

d) small, individualized programs as needed (2000) 

e) collaboration with other public and private resources 

f) access to core subjects taught by qualified teachers to meet requirements for graduation (2000) 

g) access to a variety of services that address academic, social, mental health, and emotional needs. (2000) 

Special Education 
11. Special education programs incorporating the concept of “mainstreaming” with recognition that to be 

successful, mainstreaming requires special training for classroom teachers and sufficient supportive staff. 

(1975) 

12. Emphasis on early identification, with cooperation between public and private sectors. (1975) 

13. A full range of supplementary programs and services for all students with special needs, including the 

gifted and talented: (1976) 

a) funding should be provided by the county and the state 

b) services should be provided through a combination of public and private programs with the county 

continuing to contract with private agencies for some services. 

Programs for Limited-English-Proficient Students (1984) and Adults (2007) 

14. A variety of programs (since no single instructional approach will meet the needs of all limited-English-

proficient students) designed to assure that these students: 

a) receive an educational opportunity, regardless of linguistic background 

b) are offered instruction that helps them learn English as quickly as possible to allow for success in 

school and in future employment 

c) are assessed and placed in appropriate programs. 

15. Free or low cost basic English language instruction should be available for Montgomery County adult 

residents who are not proficient in English. (2007) 

a) Local, state and federal governments should have a role in funding this instruction. 

b) Local, state, and federal governments should provide safety net funding to ensure maintenance of 

services. 

c) Local and state governments should work with non-profits, foundations and businesses to assure 

coordination of services, provide information and referral and assist in areas such as securing grants, 

training personnel and evaluating programs. 

d) Local government should establish a non-profit that can deliver the services described in 15c. 

Community College  (1965, 1971) 

16. A publicly supported comprehensive community college education in Montgomery County with an “open 

door” admission policy and a commitment to upholding standards of academic excellence. 

Testing Criteria 
17. The appropriate goal of testing in the schools is for the evaluation of student achievements. 

18. Testing for the purpose of accountability is appropriate. 

19. A broad range of tests is important: oral, essay, multiple choice, and true/false. (2002) 

20. State-wide testing of all high school students prior to graduation. 

21. The right of a student to take the tests as many times as necessary to pass the tests. 

22. The tests’ scores should be reported to the students in time to take advantage of remediation. 

23. That remediation should be available at no cost to the students and should be funded by the government 

level that imposed the mandate for testing. 

24. There was no agreement in the Montgomery County LWV that the High School Assessment tests should be 

required for a high school diploma. 
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EDUCATION 

 

We support quality public education and equal educational opportunity for all. Support for:  

Board of Education and Staff 

1.   Members of the Board of Education chosen in non-partisan elections. (1966, 1971) Terms should be 

staggered so that approximately half the members are elected at one time. (1982) 

2. Ensuring quality professional personnel by: (1982) 

a) adequate financing to maintain salary schedules designed to attract and hold teachers 

b) effective supervision and opportunities for further education 

c) vigorous evaluation of professional personnel and appropriate follow-up action 

d) implementation of the Peer Assistance and Review (PAR) process to evaluate and support MCPS 

instructional staff. (2000) 

3. Protection of the personnel of the school system and of the Board of Education in the exercise of their 

exclusive responsibility for the selection of instructional materials and textbooks. (1954, 1971, 1978) 

Budget 
4. Adequate financing for: 

a) art, music (including instrumental music), and physical education programs in elementary schools 

(1963, 1971) 

b) textbooks, instructional materials, and school libraries (adequate school libraries within two years of 

opening) (1960, 1971) 

c) plant facilities, with planning for dual-purpose schools (1961, 1971) 

d) desirable class size. (Reaffirmed 1963, 1971) 

Innovative Practices 
5. School board policies which guide the use of innovative practices throughout the school system, with the 

following guidelines: (1971) 

a) evaluation standards should be continuously applied to all innovative practices. These standards should 

be reviewed periodically 

b) the dissemination of information about new programs and their evaluation to all administrators, 

teachers, students, and parents is essential 

c) teachers should be provided with the necessary training and support (including adequate resource and 

supervisory staff) to carry out innovative practices effectively 

d) principals should be provided with exposure to new ideas and be able to initiate innovative practices in 

their schools 

e) a choice of teaching approaches (instructional practices) should be available for students 

f) necessary procedures which allow for flexibility should be established, and lines of responsibility 

should be clearly understood. 

Counseling  (1972) 

6. Secondary school counselor maintaining confidentiality and being readily available to the student, parent, 

principal, and teacher as a liaison and consultant. Responsibilities should include: 

a) orientation for students and parents new to the school 

b) career planning — vocational and/or college 

c) academic guidance — course selection, curriculum planning, scheduling 

d) personal guidance — relationships with parents, teacher, and students within the school setting 

e) referral — meeting specific problems through the use of school and community resources. 

7. Counseling services in all elementary schools with emphasis on early identification of problems.  

Counseling needs should be met in a variety of ways, with emphasis on more in-service training of 

classroom teachers. 

Career Education  (1974) 

8. Career education as a combined responsibility of parent, school, and community with the schools serving as 

the focal point: 

a) the career education program should offer all students a knowledge of the world of work and the widest 

possible awareness of career choice 

b) career education in the schools should begin in kindergarten 

c) students should have the opportunity to acquire a salable skill, but such a skill should not be required 

for graduation 


