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Interview Questions – Public Campaign Finance Study 

Interviewee name: 

Date:  

Interviewers: 

1. Were the three stated goals of the public financing program achieved?  
 

a. One goal of public campaign financing was to increase opportunities for more county 
residents to run for office as County Executive or County Council.  Do you have 
examples of ways the availability of public campaign financing influenced the decision 
of candidates to run for office?     

 
b. Voter turnout increased dramatically in Montgomery County and throughout the 

state in 2018.  Did you see examples of public campaign financing playing a role in 
greater voter participation in the 2018 election for County Executive and County 
Council?   

 
c. Did public campaign financing reduce the influence of large contributions from 

business, political action groups and large organizations?   
 

2. If you ran for office in 2014 and accepted public campaign financing in the 2018 election, 
how did your interactions with voters during your 2018 campaign differ from your previous 
experience?   

 

3. How did you reach out to potential contributors to your campaign? We know that if you 
accepted public campaign financing, you were required to raise private funds from a certain 
number of donors. 

 

4. What portion of your campaigning time was spent raising funds for your campaign? 
 

5. What comments did you receive, if any, from contributors to your campaign on your 
decision either to seek public financing or not to seek public financing? 

 
6. What effect, if any, did endorsements or negative campaigning by organizations or political 

action committees have on your campaign?  How much campaign time did you spend 
seeking or responding to requests for endorsements?  

 
7. What effect did endorsements by news organizations and elected officials have on your 

campaign? How much campaign time did you spend seeking or responding to requests for 
these endorsements? 


