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LWVUS Volunteer Lobby Corps visits U.S. Senate regarding SCOTUS Nominee 

In July, the LWVUS Volunteer Lobby Corps received a two-month assignment to lobby key members of 
the U.S. Senate regarding the current nominee for the vacancy on the U.S. Supreme Court, Judge Brett 
Kavanaugh. All members of the Judiciary Committee are being visited before public hearings are 
scheduled to begin after Labor Day, as well as key “swing” Senators not on the Judiciary committee. 

The LWV does not have a position on whether or not Judge Kavanaugh should be confirmed; rather that 
we are keenly interested in the process and want to ensure that four critical questions be put to the 
nominee, and that the fullest possible answers are received and heard by the American populace.  

These four questions are: 

1. Is voting rights enforcement a vital component of our representational democracy or can limitations 
be justified under our Constitution?  

2. What is the role of federal courts in ensuring the United States conducts a full-count of every person 
in the country every ten years?  

3. Do procedural issues (e.g. legislative deadlines) take precedence over the spirit of legislative action to 
constitutional amendments such as the Equal Rights Amendment?  

4. What is the role of federal courts in protecting our system of checks and balances so that no one 
branch of government can dominate the others?  

Feedback from LC members after visits to date indicate that the questions were well received on both 
sides of the aisle; no staffers gave any push-back to any of our questions - they all thought they were 
very relevant and important, especially the first (voting rights) and fourth (checks and balances).  

The issue of access to relevant documents from Judge Kavanaugh’s past career in the White House 
administration of President George W. Bush also came up in the context of the last question: What 
documents can the Senate request from the Executive Branch? How much detail is reasonable?  

It is expected that a full vote of the Senate on confirmation will take place before the end of September. 

 


