
 
 
 
 

 
 
NAVIGATING the CORONAVIRUS CRISIS 
1.    How do you think the primary election should be conducted? 
The primary election was moved from April 28 to June 2 in light of the covid-19 
epidemic. It appears the election will be conducted mainly by mail, with a few in-
person sites. Several western states use all mail voting for all their elections. In 
all mail voting, voters automatically receive their ballot in the mail instead of 
having to request it, as in absentee voting. Current Maryland law allows all mail 
elections for special elections only, to fill a vacancy. Do you think Maryland’s 
primary should be done entirely by mail? Why or why not? 

2. What social issues are being brought to the foreground because of the 

coronavirus crisis? In the workforce: lots of people are working from home, and 
it's almost business as usual. For others, not so. Has the pandemic exacerbated 
inequities between blue and white-collar workers, between income levels, 
between education levels, etc. What about technology? Are you surprised by 
how technology has become vital to daily life? What ways surprise you? What 
are the implications of that realization for the future? In medical care, many 
clinical practitioners have shifted to "virtual office visits" where patients and their 
caregiver visit on the computer. Do you think that may continue even after the 
pandemic? Is that a good way to provide access to care? 

3. During a period of constrained social interaction, what are you doing to 
stay engaged and resilient? Stay-in-place orders are definitely causing 
disruptions in our social actions and interactions. What are you doing to keep 
your mind and body active?  What activities are you using for 
kids/grandkids/family members? Has the social distancing encouraged you to do 
something new or different?  What memory will you retain from this historic time? 
“The only way to fight the plague is with decency.” Albert Camus 

 
4.  How are children faring during the coronavirus attack?  A friend who is 
now with her children 24-7 offers an interesting coping strategy: she has set up a 
“time out place” –for herself.  “Don’t pester me when I’m in time-out.” How have 
stay-at-home practices altered kids’ lives—especially their education and other 
experiences that go with being in school? Has the county’s school system done 
enough to meet the challenge of having kids out of school?  Is remote learning 
available to all households? What resources would you like to see MCPS provide 
in an emergency? Could some remote learning become a permanent part of K-
12 education? 
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