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THE STATUS OF FEDERAL LEGISLATIVE INITIATIVES ON VOTING RIGHTS AND 
IMPLICATIONS FOR MARYLAND 

Our democracy is in crisis. Since the 2020 election we have seen new barriers to voting and continued 
attacks on our democracy in the form of anti-voter laws and dangerous disinformation. These 
deliberate barriers to voting disproportionately affect black, brown, female, and young people. 
Recent legislative activity in the US Congress is meant to counter this effect.  
 

The For the People Act (HR1/S1) modernizes our voter registration system, restores voting rights to 
formerly incarcerated individuals, curbs partisan gerrymandering, and makes campaign contributions 
more transparent. The John Lewis Voting Rights Advancement Act modernizes and re-instates the 
pre-clearance requirement for jurisdictions with a recent history of voting rights violations.  
 

President Biden quoted the late Congressman John Lewis when he said, “Democracy is not a state. It 
is an act.”  The League agrees that now is the time to act. Now is the time for the White House and 
Congress to take immediate action to pass the For the People Act and the John Lewis Voting Rights 
Advancement Act. On July 13th the League of Women Voters of the United States CEO Virginia Kase 
Solomón stated: 
 

“We call on President Biden and Vice President Harris to bring senators together and protect 
our freedom to vote.” 

 

Since then, the national voting rights landscape has continued to shift, and it has been challenging to 
stay abreast of the status of the bills. So, what has happened?  What is the current status?  
The September Discussion Groups will provide an update on HR1 and S1 and the John Lewis Voting 
Rights Act as well as on newer state-level threats to the independence of state Boards of Election to 
certify election results and the relevance of filibuster reform to protecting voter rights. The discussion 
will also highlight the status of redistricting in Maryland, including the activities of the Maryland 
Citizens Committee on Redistricting and the new Legislative Commission. This part of the discussion 
will focus on the unique challenges Maryland faces as we continue to work towards advancing fair 
maps and voter empowerment. 
 

While the For The People Act would require Maryland to make relatively few changes (such as 
providing slightly longer early-voting options), it would include Sen. Van Hollen’s “DISCLOSE Act” 
(ensuring greater transparency in election-related spending and “issue ads”) and Sen. Cardin’s 
proposals to combat many forms of election disinformation (e.g., suggesting that voting would still be 
possible on the day after the election day). The biggest change impacting Maryland relates to 
gerrymandering: the state would have to honor transparency requirements and the standards for 
congressional districts (e.g., respect for existing political jurisdictions and “Communities of Interest”). 
 

Most experts believe, however, that voting rights reform is impossible without changing current rules 
in the US Senate regarding the filibuster. The League of Women Voters of the United States supports 
changes in rules governing the filibuster in the US Senate to ensure that the minority would have an 
opportunity to debate and to offer amendments but would not have the ability to block important 
legislation from coming up for debate and a final vote. 
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Additional information on the issues presented in this Resource Guide is also available electronically:  
 
Voting laws: 
 

https://www.brennancenter.org/our-work/research-reports/voting-laws-roundup-july-2021 
 
Filibuster:  
 

https://www.lwv.org/newsroom/press-releases/lwv-supports-senate-filibuster-reform-healthy-
democracy 
 
For the People Act:  
 

https://democracyreform-sarbanes.house.gov/sites/democracyreform.house.gov/files/SIMPLE-
SECTION-BY-SECTION_H.R.-1_FINAL.pdf 
 
John R Lewis Voting Rights Act:  
 

https://www.leahy.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/John%20Lewis%20Voting%20Rights%20Advancement
%20Act%20one%20pager.pdf 
 

https://tminstituteldf.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/LDF_01192021_DemocracyDiminished-
4b_06.24.21v2.pdf 
 

https://www.congress.gov/116/bills/s4263/BILLS-116s4263is.pdf 
 
Maryland Law:  
 

http://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Laws/StatuteText?article=gel&section=3-
102&enactments=False&archived=False 
 
 
This Resource Guide was compiled by the Redistricting Reform Committee, which is co-chaired by 
Jackie Coolidge and Camille Brewer. 
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