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in whole or in part without permission of the League 
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assumes no liability for errors or omissions.
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About the General Election
The General Election ballot will include the following: 

(Green and Libertarian)

All registered voters, regardless of their political affiliation, may vote 
for any candidate on their ballot. Depending on where you live in the 

county, your ballot will list candidates for U.S. Congress, Maryland 
Legislature, and Montgomery County Council for your particular 
districts. Check your voter registration card or sample ballot sent to 
you by the Board of Elections to find your specific districts.

Maryland law allows a voter to write-in a candidate’s name for the 
General Election offices. Write-in candidates who filed with the 
State Board of Elections (SBE) are listed at all polling places and at 
www.elections.state.md.us. Responses from write-In candidates 
may be found at vote411.org and at lwvmocomd.org.

Get Ready To Vote
You can learn about the issues and candidates’ positions from the 
League’s printed and on-line Voters’ Guides at lwvmocomd.org, at 
vote411.org, and from candidate forums and websites. Use that 
information to choose for whom you want to vote. You can mark 
your sample ballot that is sent to all registered voters by the Board 
of Elections about three weeks before the election. The sample 
ballot lists all the candidates who will be on your ballot. It also gives 
the name and address of your polling place if you vote on General 
Election Day, Tuesday, November 6, 2018.

You do not need to vote on everything. You can choose to vote for 
the candidates and issues that are most important to you.

You may take the sample ballot and the Voters’ Guide with you when 
you vote. You are NOT permitted to use electronic devices such as 
smartphones, tablets, and computers inside polling places—even 
while you are in line within the room. If you are a first-time voter in 
Maryland, you should bring identification that shows your current 
address, such as a driver’s license, paycheck, or utility bill.

Am I Registered? Do I Need To Update My Registration?
In Maryland, registration is permanent as long as you have not 
changed your name or address. Always keep your name, address, 
and political party affiliation up to date with the Board of Elections.

Two registration deadlines to know:

to change your party affiliation 

deadline, you may register and vote the same day during Early 

name and address but cannot change your party affiliation. 

We recommend you check the accuracy of your voter registration 
information before October 16 by:

voterservices.elections.maryland.gov/VoterSearch 

If your registration does not have your current name or address, you 
may have to vote with a provisional ballot or go to a different polling 
place. A provisional ballot lets you vote if there is a registration 
problem. The Board of Elections will research your record after the 
election and your ballot will be counted if you are registered. If no 
registration record is found, you will be registered to vote in the 
next election.

About the Voters’ Guide and the League Of Women Voters (LWV)
This Voters’ Guide, published by the League of Women Voters (LWV) 
of Montgomery County, can help you make decisions when you 
vote in the November 2018 General Election. LWV is a nonpartisan 
organization of women and men that promotes informed 
participation in government. The League does not support or 
oppose any political party or candidate.

before our print deadline, August 31, 2018. The answers in the 
Voters’ Guide appear exactly as written by the candidates. Candidate 
websites provide additional biographical and policy information. 
Some candidates may have withdrawn after the print deadline.

The League’s vote411.org website has responses to additional 

responses received after our print deadline as well as responses 
received from write-in candidates who filed with the State Board 
of Elections. Use vote411.org to compare the candidate responses 
for all federal, state, and county races on the ballot for your address.

NOTE: Because of the large number of offices and candidates, we 

the Voters’ Guide
available at vote411.org and on our website lwvmocomd.org. 

You may view and print a copy of this guide and the additional 

at lwvmocomd.org. Portions of this guide have been translated 
into Spanish and are available on our website.

www.elections.state.md.us
http://www.vote411.org
https://www.lwvmocomd.org
https://www.lwvmocomd.org
https://www.vote411.org
https://voterservices.elections.maryland.gov/VoterSearch
http://www.vote411.org
https://www.vote411.org
https://www.vote411.org
https://www.lwvmocomd.org
https://www.lwvmocomd.org
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Register At Early Voting Centers

you can register and vote the same day at any County Early Voting 

November 1.

To register you must:

on or before the General Election, Tuesday, November 6, 2018

disability

serving any prison sentence

To register at Early Voting Centers, bring a Maryland driver’s license, 
identification card, learner’s permit, or other proof of residency, 
such as a paycheck, utility bill, or other government document with 
your name and address.

If you are already registered, you may change your name or address, 
but not your political affiliation at Early Voting Centers.

Three Ways To Vote
VOTE EARLY at a convenient time and location for you. The Early Voting Centers are open from 10 am – 8 pm, Thursday, 
October 25 – Thursday, November 1. All ballots will be available at each of these early voting locations: 

Activity Center at Bohrer Park    
506 S. Frederick Ave., Gaithersburg 20877

Damascus Community Recreation Center
25520 Oak Drive, Damascus 20872

Executive Office Building
101 Monroe Street, Rockville 20850

Germantown Community Recreation Center
18905 Kingsview Road, Germantown 20874

Jane E. Lawton Community Recreation Center
4301 Willow Lane, Chevy Chase 20815

Marilyn J. Praisner Community Recreation Center
14906 Old Columbia Pike, Burtonsville 20866

Mid-County Community Recreation Center
2004 Queensguard Road, Silver Spring 20906

Potomac Community Recreation Center
11315 Falls Road, Potomac 20854

Sandy Spring Volunteer Fire Department Ballroom
17921 Brooke Rd., Sandy Spring 20860

Silver Spring Civic Building
One Veterans Place at Fenton & Ellsworth, Silver Spring 20910

St. Catherine Laboure, Claridge Building
11801 Claridge Rd, Wheaton 20902

1

VOTE BY MAIL (ABSENTEE). You may vote by 
absentee ballot whether you are at home or away. No reason 

is needed. Follow the three steps outlined below. Note: If you are 
issued an absentee ballot and do not return it, but choose to vote 
instead at Early Voting or on Election Day, you will have to use a 
provisional ballot. 

APPLY: Print an application for an absentee ballot from 
https://elections.maryland.gov/voting/absentee.html, call 240-
777-8550 to have one mailed to you, or visit the Board of Elections. 

RETURN APPLICATION: Return the completed application to the 
Board of Elections by mail, by fax (240-777-8560), or in person by 

October 30 to have your absentee ballot mailed or faxed to you, or 
by November 2 to print it from the website. Absentee ballots can 
be picked up at the Board of Elections through General Election 
Day, Tuesday, November 6 in person by the voter or by a designated 
agent with a form signed by the voter. 

SUBMIT ABSENTEE BALLOT: The completed absentee ballot must 
be postmarked on or before Election Day, or hand-delivered to the 
Board of Elections before 8 pm on Election Day. Do not fax the 
absentee ballot to the Board of Elections or take it to a precinct 
polling location or an Early Voting Center. It will not be counted.

VOTE AT YOUR ASSIGNED POLLING PLACE. 
On General Election Day, Tuesday, November 6, go to 

your local polling place. Polls are open 7 am to 8 pm. Early Voting 
Centers are closed on Election Day except for Praisner and Mid-
County Recreation Centers that serve as local polling places.

If you are unsure of your polling place, check the back of your 
sample ballot or visit voterservices.elections.maryland.gov/
PollingPlaceSearch. Check before you go to avoid being sent to 
another polling place.

2

3

https://elections.maryland.gov/voting/absentee.html
https://voterservices.elections.maryland.gov/PollingPlaceSearch
https://voterservices.elections.maryland.gov/PollingPlaceSearch


The following pages describe the offices on the ballot and list the candidates and their responses to questions 
asked by the League of Women Voters. Responses are shown exactly as provided by the candidates. Additional 
questions and answers for some offices may be found at vote411.org or lwvmocomd.org.

Check vote411.org or lwvmocomd.org for responses from candidates that may have been submitted after 
the print deadline and for responses received from write-in candidates.
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Need More Help?
Do you still have questions?

 
1 to 5 pm Tuesdays.

lwvmocomd.org.

 lwvmc@erols.com.

Follow us on Facebook @lwvmocomd.org, on Twitter @mocomdlwv, 
and Instagram at lwvmocomd.

page 46).

What if I need help when voting?

Speak to an election worker. Please note:

polls.

Korean, and Vietnamese. Other language help is sometimes 
available.

print, reverse contrast, and audio format in English and Spanish.

Online Resources
At Maryland State Board of Elections www.elections.maryland.gov 
(English and Spanish):

At Montgomery County Board of Elections www.777vote.org 
(English and Spanish):

directions, and nearby Metrobus routes.

At League of Women Voters vote411.org:

candidate responses not printed in the Voters’ 
Guide.

At League of Women Voters of Montgomery County 
lwvmocomd.org:

Voters’ Guide in a printable format.
vote411.org.

Scan this code with 
your smartphone to 
go to vote411.org

Candidate Forums and Debates
Check the Montgomery County League of Women Voters website, lwvmocomd.org, for forums and debates. It will include links to 
rebroadcasts of debates.

What if I receive a Sample Ballot for someone who does not live at my address?
Check the box on the back cover of the Sample Ballot marked “If Recipient Deceased” or “If Not At This Address” and return it to the mail carrier.

https://www.vote411.org
https://www.lwvmocomd.org
https://www.vote411.org
https://www.lwvmocomd.org
https://www.lwvmocomd.org
mailto:lwvmc%40erols.com?subject=
https://www.facebook.com/lwvmocomd.org
https://twitter.com/mocomdlwv
https://www.instagram.com/lwvmocomd/
https://www.elections.maryland.gov
www.777vote.org
https://www.vote411.org
https://www.lwvmocomd.org
https://www.vote411.org
https://www.vote411.org
https://www.lwvmocomd.org
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Duties
The Governor is the chief executive officer of Maryland and 
appoints judges to the state courts and the heads of statewide 
departments. The Governor also makes other appointments as 
provided by the Maryland Constitution or by law, and proposes 
the annual operating and capital budgets to the legislature. The 
Governor may veto legislation passed by the legislature. 

The Lieutenant Governor assists the Governor and is elected 
jointly on a ballot with the gubernatorial candidate. The 
Lieutenant Governor fills the office of Governor in case of death, 
resignation, or disability and carries out specific duties assigned 
by the Governor.

How Elected
Elected statewide as a team.

Term
Four years. Limit of two consecutive terms.

Salary
 

Lieutenant Governor: $149,000 per year

Website
msa.maryland.gov/msa/mdmanual/08conoff/html/01govf.html

On the Ballot

Maryland Governor and  
Lieutenant Governor

 
Questions to the candidates for Governor and 
Lieutenant Governor:

 QUALIFICATIONS:
prepare you for the duties of governor?

 BUDGET: What are your priorities for the state 
budget, particularly regarding education and 
transportation?

 REDISTRICTING: What changes, if any, do you 
support in the process for drawing congressional 
and legislative district lines in Maryland?

 ENVIRONMENT: What are the most significant 
environmental challenges and how will you address 
them? 

 DISCRIMINATION: What policies will you support 
to address discrimination based on race, gender, 
religion, disability, or poverty?

 HEALTH CARE: What are the most significant health 
challenges facing Maryland and how will you 
address them?

 OTHER PRIORITIES: What are your priorities on issues 

See pages 6 for candidate responses. Responses are shown 
exactly as provided by the candidates. No edits of any kind 
have been made.

 (see Candidates on pages 6)

 Running as a team

Vote for no more than one (1) candidate.

https://msa.maryland.gov/msa/mdmanual/08conoff/html/01govf.html
http://www.vote411.org
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Candidates for Governor and Lieutenant Governor

citizens4quinn.com

Libertarian

Shawn Quinn has lived a lifetime doing the types of 
jobs that real people do, not politicians. This gives 
him a street-level view of life that somebody only 
used to the “big picture” will miss. Shawn served 
for twenty years in the United States Navy. Shawn 
Quinn worked in law enforcement for five years. He 
has seen firsthand what an impersonal government 
does to the people.

Shawn Quinn / 
Christina Smith

No response received by print 
deadline. See vote411.org for 
any late responses.

LarryHogan.com
Republican

Larry Hogan / 
Boyd K. Rutherford

benjealous.com

Democratic

I’ve been a partner in a business or ran large ad-
vocacy organizations since I was 26 years old. As a 
businessman, I’ve helped to grow small businesses 
in Maryland and across the nation. While leading 
the NAACP, I was named Marylander of the Year for 
my pivotal roles in abolishing the death penalty, 
passing the Maryland DREAM Act, helping pass 
marriage equality, and expanding voting rights. 

I believe that Maryland should lead the fight on re-
districting reform in a fair and non-partisan manner 
that does not indefinitely hand control of the House 
of Representatives to Republicans. Redistricting 
compacts such as the one passed by the Maryland 
legislature and vetoed by Hogan are a fair solution 
to increase the accountability of Congress to the 
voters and reduce gerrymandering.

As a businessman, I’ll also make sure our transpor-
tation policies also encourage economic growth 
and help to create good jobs. We don’t have a 
money problem when it comes to education, we 
have a priority problem and we need a governor 
who is willing to make education a number one pri-
ority. We will fully fund our schools and make sure 
lottery and casino revenues supplement education 
funding.

Maryland’s economy is ranked near the bottom for 
this region and our wages are flat. As a business-
man, I know how to create good paying jobs and 
I’ll ensure we get our healthcare costs under control 
so that families keep more money in their pockets 
and small businesses can grow. I’ll also ensure 
more capital goes to entrepreneurs instead of large 
corporations. Learn more at www.benjealous.com. 

Ben Jealous /  
Susan Turnbull

Responses were limited to 400 characters.  
Responses are shown exactly as provided by the candidates.

See page 5 for details about the offices of 
Governor and Lieutenant Governor.

Party

Website

Qualifications
How does your experience prepare you for 
the duties of Governor?

Candidates

Budget
What are your priorities for the state budget, 
particularly regarding education and 
transportation?

Redistricting
What changes, if any, do you support in 
the process for drawing congressional and 
legislative district lines in Maryland?

Environment
What are the most significant 
environmental challenges and how will you 
address them?

Discrimination
What policies will you support to address 
discrimination based on race, gender, 
religion, disability, or poverty?

Health Care
What are the most significant health 
challenges facing Maryland and how will 
you address them?

Other Priorities
What are your priorities on issues not 
covered by the other questions?

As a businessman and civil rights leader, I believe 
we have to stop rising healthcare premiums and 
drug costs from bankrupting our families, small 
businesses and seniors. As governor, I’ll work for a 
Medicare For All system which will provide afford-
able care for all, help our small businesses grow, 
and provide more tools to stop pharmaceutical 
companies from spiking drug costs on our seniors. 

I’ve dedicated my life to service and I have a long 
track record of securing progressive victories in our 
state. Growing up as the child of a biracial Maryland 
couple who were forced to leave the state in order 
to legally marry, Marylanders know I’ll stand up to 
Trump’s hateful attacks on our environment which 
disproportionately harms marginalized communi-
ties and his attacks on our public schools. 

My vision in regards to the environment brings 
together the economy, civil rights, and public 
health. I will build on the surge of clean energy jobs 
and put our state on a path to 100% clean energy 
well before 2050 and reverse Trump’s attempts to 
kill the progress we’ve made on cleaning up the 
Chesapeake Bay. Bill McKibben, Friends of the 
Earth Action, and 350.org have all endorsed my 
campaign. 

Shawn Quinn wants to give all citizens a voice at the 
state and federal level. Lines shouldn’t be drawn 
just so that the party in power can stay in power. 
Take the power to draw boundaries away from par-
tisans and politicians. Draw the lines algorithmi-
cally using fixed rules. This takes human bias away 
from drawing boundary lines as much as possible.

Shawn Quinn plans to drastically reduce the income 
tax within his first two years of office. These tax 
cuts will be paid for by reducing the role of gov-
ernment in areas best handled by private-public 
partnerships. Shawn wants to achieve cost savings 
in education by leveraging technology throughout. 
This includes everything from computers in the 
classroom up to entire virtual schools.

Politics in Annapolis needs a cultural change. When 
Shawn Quinn is Governor, there will be no special 
favors. When Shawn Quinn is Governor, he will 
make our legislature answer to the people every 
year. Not just every four years. Shawn Quinn will 
break the two-party agenda here in Maryland. 
Shawn cares what people think. People are more 
important than philosophy or politics or policy. 

The biggest health crisis facing Maryland and the 
nation is the opioid epidemic. People need help. 
People are scared to get help. They have seen what 
the government does to nonviolent drug offend-
ers. We need to completely end the War on Drugs 
in Maryland. We will turn the government into a 
partner instead of an enforcer. We will stop ruining 
lives by people to prison over a chemical or a plant. 

Discrimination in any form is bad for all of us. When 
a person is not allowed to live to their full we all 
miss out of all of their possible achievements. 
There are already laws on the books to address 
discrimination. If somebody has an idea to improve 
an existing law or policy then Shawn will weigh the 
merits of each proposal individually. Every change 
will be looked at for its benefit to people. 

The health of the Chesapeake Bay is the number 
one environmental problem facing Maryland. 
It is our most important resource. The entire 
ecology of the state flows into and from the 
Chesapeake Bay. Shawn plans to go after polluters 
directly. Individuals and businesses polluting the 
Chesapeake Bay or damaging the environment in 
any way will be held financially responsible. 

schlakman.com

Green

I believe that people are no longer willing to limit 
their choices, They want new leadership. I am a 
small business owner and a community organizer. 
My running mate and I are people who see the need 
for new systems and a new vision for our economy. 
I envision programs that will make Maryland a na-
tional leader and I will represent Marylanders who 
want to live in a state that wants justice for all.

Ian Schlakman / 
Annie Chambers

We support creating a non-partisan commission to 
draw congressional & legislative district lines. Gov. 
O’Malley’s defense of drawing Democrat-friendly 
districts in 2010 is a stain on Maryland’s commit-
ment to fair elections. As a technology consultant I 
know how to utilize resources to solve problems. We 
need an open dialogue on using technology & data 
analysis to create fair legislative districts.

We’ll create programs for the well-being of all 
Marylanders and create universal, single-payer 
health care for all Marylanders. We’ll raise taxes on 
millionaires and use the new tax revenue and invest 
in the well-being of all Marylanders. Public school 
funding should be allocated according to the needs 
of disadvantaged students, We’ll prioritize public 
transit over the construction of new roads.

From urban to rural areas we’re hearing that 
residents are concerned that in a wealthy state 
like ours basic services like schools and fire depart-
ments are facing cuts. This is why we’re calling 
for a millionaires tax to close our communities 
budget gaps. We will continue to post our pri-
orities to www.schlakman.com/issues as 
Marylanders continue to ask us to respond 
to their top priorities. 

The most significant health challenge facing 
Maryland is ending our existing model of employer-
based, private insurance & transitioning to a model 
in which health care is recognized as a human right. 
We will create a universal, single-payer health care 
system by funding adequate medical care for every 
resident of Maryland. We’ll also fight to make sure 
our state produces clean & healthy energy. 

Our priorities of creating a universal, single-payer 
health system, free tuition to public colleges and 
universities, a basic income, and jobs guarantee 
are all designed to address discrimination by giving 
Marylanders the tools they need to be successful 
regardless of the privileges or lack of privilege they 
possess based on their race, gender, religion, dis-
ability, or wealth. 

Our largest environmental challenge is re-priori-
tizing the health of our environment. The health of 
our communities are top priority, & we’ll put an end 
to harmful activities by setting & enforcing limits 
on pollution & environmental use. We must set a 
goal of fueling our needs through 100% renewable 
sources, & then put Marylanders to work building 
the infrastructure we need to get the job done. 

http://citizens4quinn.com
http://www.LarryHogan.com
http://benjealous.com
http://schlakman.com
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Maryland Comptroller
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Duties
The Comptroller is the financial officer of Maryland, responsible 
for collecting, managing and planning for revenue to support the 
state budget. The Comptroller collects and administers Maryland 
taxes on income (both personal and corporate), retail sales, 

The Comptroller serves on the Board of Public Works along with 
the Governor and the state Treasurer, who is appointed by the 
General Assembly.

How Elected
Elected statewide.

Term
Four years. No term limit.

Salary
$149,500 per year.

Website
msa.maryland.gov/msa/mdmanual/08conoff/html/03compf.html

 
Questions to the candidates for Maryland 
Comptroller:

 QUALIFICATIONS: -
pare you for the duties of this office?

 REVENUE SYSTEM: What policies will you implement 
to improve the efficiency and fairness of the 
collection of Maryland taxes?

 BOARD OF PUBLIC WORKS: As a member of the Board 
of Public Works, what criteria would you use for 
evaluating contracts and capital projects that are 
subject to approval by that Board?

 OTHER PRIORITIES: Please describe any other 
priorities you have for this office.

mscomptroller.com

Republican

Anjali Reed Phukan

franchot.com

Democratic

Peter Franchot 

Responses are shown exactly as provided by the candidates. 
No edits of any kind have been made.

I believe the top tax collector, auditor & maintainer of the 
public general ledger should be proficient in accounting. I 
am a certified public accountant, legally licensed to practice 
public accounting in Maryland. I also have an MBA in finance 
& another masters degree in information systems. I have pri-
vate, federal & state work experiences in financial manage-
ment systems, tax, accounting & audit.

I want spending to be more spread across Maryland, for all 
to enjoy the amazing nooks and crannies of our beautiful 
state. Safety is my number one priority in public works - safe 
roads for motorists, law enforcement, cyclists, pedestrians, 
businesses and our delicate environment. The prior history 
of contractors completing projects in time, safely, and within 
budget should also be reviewed.

I will update information systems statewide for usability and 
security, and promote tax credits and other incentives such as 
energy star, solar panels, etc. I also will reduce interest and 
penalties for people who are being proactive & voluntarily 
reporting additional income the state would normally not 
have time to audit; coming clean should never be penalized.

As Maryland’s independent fiscal watchdog, I’m proud of 
my record of achievement and results that I’ve delivered for 
Maryland taxpayers since I became Comptroller in 2007. 
Thanks to initiatives that we have implemented, and the hard 
work of the dedicated public servants in our agency, ours is 
regarded as the most efficient and effective Comptroller’s 
Office in the nation.

As a BPW member, I am proud to be a strong fiscal watchdog 
for Maryland’s working families. I have advocated against sin-
gle-bid contracts, fought for the inclusion of more Minority 
and Women-owned contracts in the procurement system, 
and have worked in a bipartisan fashion to instate reforms to 
our state’s previously broken procurement process.

Our main focus continues to be processing tax returns ac-
curately and efficiently. We have improved our agency’s 
responsiveness to taxpayers and reduce call wait times. In my 
agency, tax fairness is a top priority. We continue to embrace 
innovative ways to make sure that everyone is paying their 
fair share. Moving forward, I will continue to build upon the 
tremendous progress we have made.

Party

Website

Qualifications
How does your experience prepare you for 
the duties of this office?

Candidate

Revenue System
What policies will you implement to 
improve the efficiency and fairness of the 
collection of Maryland taxes?

Board of Public Works
As a member of the Board of Public Works, 
what criteria would you use for evaluating 
contracts and capital projects that are 
subject to approval by that Board?

If elected to another term as Comptroller, I will continue to 
provide the independent leadership that Marylanders expect 
and deserve this office. I will fight for policies and priorities 
that grow our economy, safeguard our fiscal future, and pro-
tect the financial well-being of working families and small 
businesses.

Other Priorities
Please describe any other priorities you have 
for this office.

I think it is unfair to tax retirement income. If we remove it 
all together we would increase our property and sales tax 
base, hence bring up our net revenues. I will also increase 
transparency across the comptroller office, not just in the 
general ledger, but also in how the state audits and comes to 
final resolution with tax payers. I will loving enforce the law 
equally for all.

Vote for no more than one (1) candidate.

http://mscomptroller.weebly.com
http://mscomptroller.com
http://www.franchot.com
http://www.franchot.com
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wolf4ag.com brianfrosh.com

On the Ballot

Maryland Attorney General

Duties
The Attorney General is the chief legal officer of Maryland, 
providing legal advice to the Governor, the legislature, and all 
State departments, boards and most commissions. The Attorney 
General represents the state in all cases that relate to the Governor, 
the General Assembly, and most state agencies. The office also 
has responsibilities for consumer protection, civil rights, medical 
and investment fraud, and the juvenile justice system.

How Elected
Elected statewide.

Term
Four years. No term limit.

Salary
$149,500 per year.

Website
msa.maryland.gov/msa/mdmanual/08conoff/attorney/
html/06agf.html

 
Questions to the candidates for Attorney General:

 QUALIFICATIONS: -
pare you for the duties of this office?

 ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE: What steps will you 
take to improve the efficiency and fairness of legal 
processes in Maryland?

 LITIGATION: When should the Attorney General join 
lawsuits relating to federal regulations or corporate 
misconduct?

 DISCRIMINATION: What policies will you support 
to address discrimination based on race, gender, 
religion, disability, or poverty?

 OTHER PRIORITIES: What actions will you take to 
address other issues, such as domestic violence, 
human trafficking, substance abuse and the 
protection of consumers?

Responses are shown exactly as provided by the candidates. 
No edits of any kind have been made. Responses to the 

vote411.org.

Republican

Craig Wolf
Democratic

Brian E. Frosh 

I am a former state and federal prosecutor, counsel to the 
Senate Judiciary Committee, business leader and decorated 
Soldier/Veteran. I have also been a volunteer EMT/Rescue 
Diver. I have a lifetime of public service and management. I 
believe the AG should focus on public safety, not politics and 
partisanship and should focus on issues of importance to all 
Marylanders regardless of party.

There is no room in this state for discrimination based 
upon race, gender, religion, disability or poverty/class. The 
Attorney General should be vigilant to ensure that our laws 
are respected and people are treated equally.

The Attorney General should be focused on balancing the 
need to enforce the laws and ensure public safety while en-
suring due process for all Marylanders. The AG should lead by 
example by being ethical, avoiding conflicts of interest and 
making sure that all voices are heard before weighing in on a 
particular case, while at the same time vigorously enforcing 
the laws of the state.

Party

Website

Qualifications
How does your experience prepare you for the 
duties of this office?

Candidate

Administration of Justice
What policies will you implement to improve 
the efficiency and fairness of the collection of 
Maryland taxes?

Litigation
As a member of the Board of Public Works, what 
criteria would you use for evaluating contracts 
and capital projects that are subject to approval by 
that Board?

Discrimination
Please describe any other priorities you have for 
this office.

With respect to federal regulations, the Attorney General 
should weigh in only when there is a compelling state inter-
est, a sound legal basis and a determination that the case 
can be won on the merits. Those decisions should not be 
based on political considerations. With respect to corporate 
misconduct, the AG ensure respect for the law and hold cor-
porations fully accountable for misconduct.

I have served as Maryland’s Attorney General for the past 
three years. Prior to being elected Attorney General, I was 
Chair of the Senate Judicial Proceedings Committee, where 
I sponsored many laws that now protect Marylanders 
and our state including the law prohibiting oil drilling in 
the Chesapeake Bay, the Maryland Recycling Act and the 
Maryland Firearm Safety Act.

In 2015, my office was the first in the country to issue guide-
lines to all law enforcement agencies prohibiting profiling 
based upon race, religion, ethnicity, gender, sexual prefer-
ence, etc. We published a study of discrimination against 
LGBT citizens that was cited by the Supreme Court in its 
historic Obergefell decision. We have penalized and shut 
down industries that prey on the poor.

Among the many steps that my office has taken to improve 
the efficiency and fairness of the legal processes in Maryland 
is our fight for and achievement of reforming the cash bail 
system, which jailed people in our state simply because they 
were poor. I will continue to work with the legislature to 
find and invest in strategies that increase public safety and 
recidivism.

The Attorney General should join lawsuits relating to federal 
regulations or corporate misconduct when there is evidence 
that the people or state of Maryland have been or will be 
adversely effected.

Vote for no more than one (1) candidate.

http://wolf4ag.com
http://www.brianfrosh.com.
http://www.brianfrosh.com
https://www.vote411.org
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Questions to the candidates for U.S. Senator:

 QUALIFICATIONS:
for the duties of this office?

 HEALTH CARE: What changes in federal healthcare policy 
do you advocate and why?

 DISCRIMINATION: What policies will you support to address 
discrimination based on race, gender, religion, disability, 
or poverty?

 ECONOMIC POLICY: What policies will you support to 
strengthen the national economy, such as those affecting 
international trade, taxes, labor rights, and infrastructure? 

 IMMIGRATION: What changes, if any, will you support in 
immigration policy?

 ENVIRONMENT: What are the most pressing environmen-
tal challenges and how will you address them?

 OTHER PRIORITIES: What other issues are priorities for you?

See pages 10 for candidate responses. Responses are shown 
exactly as provided by the candidates. No edits of any kind have 
been made. 

On the Ballot

U.S. Senator
(see Candidates on pages 10)

Duties

treaties, and conduct investigations on issues of national importance. The Senate confirms 
Presidential appointments, including Supreme Court justices.

How Elected
Elected statewide. In 2018, Maryland voters will elect one of our two Senators. About one-
third of the 100 members of the Senate is elected every two years. Senators must be at 
least 30 years old, have been citizens of the United States at least 9 years and be residents 
of the state they want to represent.

Term
Six years. No term limit.

Base Salary
$174,000 per year.

Website
senate.gov

Vote for no more than one (1) candidate.

Website

Qualifications
How does your experience prepare you for 
the duties of this office?

Health Care
What changes in federal healthcare policy 
do you advocate and why?

Discrimination
What policies will you support to address 
discrimination based on race, gender, 
religion, disability, or poverty?

Economic Policy
What policies will you support to strengthen 
the national economy, such as those 
affecting international trade, taxes, labor 
rights, and infrastructure?

Immigration
What changes, if any, will you support in 
immigration policy?

Environment
What are the most pressing environmental 
challenges and how will you address them?

Other Priorities
What other issues are priorities for you?

Party / District
Candidate

https://www.senate.gov
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Responses were limited to 400 characters. Responses are shown exactly as provided by the candidates.
See page 9 for details about the office of U.S. Senator.

bencardin.com

Democratic

In the Senate, I fight every day for the issues of 
concern to my fellow Marylanders, promoting poli-
cies, legislation and programs that help our local 
and regional economy, encouraging public safety 
and supporting public health. My success navi-
gating the Small Business, Environment & Public 
Works, Finance and Foreign Relations committees 
allow me to effectively continue my advocacy for 
Marylanders.

Bills I have authored or cosponsored include: the 
End Racial and Religious Profiling Act, a resolu-
tion to remove the deadline for the Equal Rights 
Amendment, the Democracy Restoration Act, The 
Equality Act of 2017 and the Paycheck Fairness Act. 
I continue to support legislation to protect our LGBT 
students and adults. I support an increase in the 
federal minimum wage.

Health care is a human right. We should have seam-
less quality health care from pre-natal to death that 
is affordable without sacrificing quality and basic 
protections. Congress must restore the payments to 
insurers that have helped keep premiums in reach 
for millions. I have long supported a public option 
in the health exchanges that would increase com-
petition, put patients first and lower costs.

As an educator and entrepreneur, I have seen the 
damage government has done. I advocate repeal-
ing regulations, ending government involvement 
in education, abolishing public schools, abolishing 
all government welfare, and ending the income tax. 
As Vice Chair of the Libertarian Party, I support end-
ing the welfare-warfare state, ceasing involvement 
in foreign civil wars, and downsizing the military.

I will sponsor legislation to immediately end 
Affirmative Action and all other government racial 
quotas and preferences. I will also work to eliminate 
all “anti-discrimination” laws, which accomplish 
nothing besides creating resentment. Any business 
has the right to refuse service to anyone, or fire 
any employee, for any reason. I will defund related 
government programs and cut taxes accordingly.

I will sponsor legislation to abolish Obamacare, 
Medicare, Medicaid, the FDA, and cut taxes accord-
ingly. Consider this: laser eye surgery, which is not 
covered by government insurance, has dropped 
from several thousand dollars to a few hundred per 
eye. EpiPen, which is covered, has increased in price 
from a hundred to several hundred dollars. Free 
markets make medicine actually affordable

We should modify our tax code to truly target mid-
dle-income and working families, help small busi-
nesses & make smart investments in infrastructure 
& green technologies. Investments should address 
income inequality & raising wages. We need trade 
agreements that level the field for our workers, 
including robust & enforceable labors rights, envi-
ronmental provisions & anti-corruption provisions.

nealsimon.com

Unaffiliated

I’ve run several professional services companies in my 
career, where I was surrounded by many smart people 
with different ideas. My job in managing those com-
panies was to listen, bring people together, and find 
common ground. I have also been very involved in my 
community as a volunteer, board member, and board 
chair. I’ve chaired the Montgomery County and Greater 
Washington Community Foundations.

I believe that America should be a place where 
everyone is treated equally, regardless of their race, 
religion, sexual orientation, or socioeconomic status. I 
support equal pay for equal work, and other measures 
designed to accomplish this goal. I believe deeply that 
America should be a place where everyone can work 
hard and get ahead.

It is time for the two parties to stop fighting over how 
to pay for an inefficient, costly health care system 
and instead find ways to reduce the crippling cost of 
healthcare for businesses and families. We need to 
enact reform that will incentivize wellness instead of 
incentivizing more procedures, to lower the overall 
cost of care.

One of my primary objectives as your Senator is to 
create high-paying jobs in Maryland. I will work with 
our Governor & other leaders to attract large busi-
nesses and incentivize investment in small businesses, 
especially in lower income parts of our state. As far as 
infrastructure, I find it inexcusable that the two major 
parties have failed to work together to invest in our 
future.

votevohra.com

Libertarian

Arvin Vohra

I will work to end the income tax by cutting federal 
spending, eliminating federal departments, firing 
federal employees, dismantling the welfare state, 
shutting down foreign military bases, and bring-
ing the troops home. We’ll have more money to 
spend on businesses that work, creating more free 
market, legitimate jobs, while also attracting job 
creating businesses to America.

Republican

Tony Campbell Ben Cardin Neal Simon

I have 30 years of government and non-profit 
experience. I served on a Congressional staff and 
as a presidential appointee at Social Security 
Administration. As a former Army officer, I under-
stand national security issues as well as the need for 
sound foreign policy based on our national interest. 
I have real world experience and academic knowl-
edge which is necessary to serve in the US Senate.

The Constitution of the United States guarantees 
liberties for citizens so they are equal under the 
law through the Equal Protection Clause of the 14th 
Amendment. Education Reform is one of the most 
pressing issues which can help to eliminate dis-
crimination in our country. I support School Choice 
initiatives for all parents to send their children to 
the schools of their choice.

I advocate for an end to ObamaCare. The national 
government should not be in the business of man-
dating health care coverage. A possible change I 
would be in favor of is looking at providing block 
grants to states from the national government to 
try to solve the opioid epidemic. Another change in 
health policy would be to allow Veterans to go to 
any hospital to get the care they need.

Advocating Success, not subsistence. The 
American Dream has been not possible for a lot of 
Marylanders. As your next United States Senator, I 
want to promote a vision of economic success. I be-
lieve limited government intervention is important 
so people can build a legacy of wealth creation to 
pass onto their children and grandchildren.

campbell4maryland.com

Candidates for U.S. Senator

In Maryland, a pressing environmental challenge is 
the dredging of our waterways. Maryland is unique 
in the amount of waterways we have and the need 
we have for a partnership with the US Army Corps of 
Engineers. As your next United States Senator, I will 
work to fully fund dredging projects to make sure 
our beautiful Chesapeake Bay is environmentally 
healthy.

National Sovereignty is connected to the ability of 
a country to protect its borders. I support enhanc-
ing our border security through a variety of means 
including building a border wall and increased 
border agents. I am against current policies of the 
diversity lottery and chain migration. I am against a 
pathway to citizenship for undocumented people. I 
would support permanent residency status.

I am against raising taxes. I support a balanced bud-
get amendment. I am in favor of bi-lateral Fair Trade 
policies. Keeping America Secure is a key focus of my 
campaign for US Senate. Our cyber infrastructure is 
severely compromised with American companies 
being hacked by foreign countries. Our energy grid 
infrastructure is also at risk and should be priority of 
the national government.

Opioid addiction and abuse is a public health cri-
sis. We must fight it head on with every available 
resource at all levels of government. Our drug laws 
must be smart, fair and rational, and treat addic-
tion as a disease that requires treatment. We should 
improve access to evidence-based treatment cen-
ters, promote prevention education methods, and 
provide support for those in or seeking recovery.

The president’s unwillingness to confront climate 
change. I will fight for federal resources that compel 
this administration to invest, especially in clean air, 
clean water, renewable energy and public transit. 
We’ve seen success with funding for the Chesapeake 
Bay. If the Trump administration will not take steps 
necessary to protect our environment, we must 
encourage states to continue their work

I support bipartisan, comprehensive immigration 
reform, but Congress must first pass legislation to 
permanently protect Dreamers. We need a legal 
pathway to residency for TPS recipients. We don’t 
need a wall but we can strengthen technology 
and other border security. We must stop President 
Trump’s proposal to slash legal immigration, break 
up families and mostly close America’s doors to 
refugees.

I will sponsor legislation to end all welfare, to en-
courage personal responsibility. I will sponsor legis-
lation to end the drug war, to eliminate prohibition-
created violence. I will sponsor legislation to cut 
federal spending, fire federal workers, dismantle 
federal agencies, in order to increase freedom and 
end the income tax.

The federal government is the biggest polluter in 
America. Much of that comes from massive military 
production of unneeded equipment. If elected, I 
will sponsor legislation to end production of need-
less military equipment, and to cease all environ-
mentally destructive military overreach. I will work 
to end all involvement in foreign civil wars, bring 
the troops home, and cut taxes accordingly.

I will sponsor legislation to open borders and end 
all welfare, including food stamps, public schools, 
social security, medicaid, and college financial aid. 
I also support ending the income tax, in order to 
attract entrepreneurs and job creators. Anyone who 
wants to come to America to work and create jobs 
should be welcome. No one who comes to America 
should get a cent of welfare.

The extremes of the two parties have co-opted our 
government, and altered the rules in their favor. 
We need political reform, and it’s clear that neither 
party is going to fix the brokenness in our govern-
ment. I support 5 policies that will change the way 
Washington works: ending partisan gerrymander-
ing, opening primaries, campaign finance 
reform, term limits, and modernizing the 
senate rules.

It is clear that the greatest environmental threat 
to our civilization is climate change, which is real 
and needs to be addressed in partnership with 
other countries. In Maryland, we need to protect 
the Chesapeake Bay from sediment flowing over 
the Conowingo Dam, I will work with our Governor, 
as well as Senators from NY and PA to ensure we 
have the federal resources we need to keep the Bay 
clean.

Immigration is an area where, despite 15 years 
of debate, the parties have been unable to agree 
on immigration reform. We need comprehensive 
reform that will strengthen our borders, increase 
temporary work visas, expand the e-verification 
program, keep immigrant families together, and 
create paths for the law-abiding immigrants who 
have been here for a long time.

http://www.chrischaffeeforussenate.com
http://www.bencardin.com
http://www.grigorianforsenate.com
http://www.nealsimon.com
http://nnabueze.com
http://votevohra.com
http://www.campbell4maryland.com
http://www.campbell4maryland.com
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Questions to candidates for U.S. Representative:

 QUALIFICATIONS: 
you for the duties of this office?

 HEALTH CARE: What changes in federal healthcare 
policy do you advocate and why?

 DISCRIMINATION: What policies will you support 
to address discrimination based on race, gender, 
religion, disability, or poverty?

 ECONOMIC POLICY: What policies will you support 
to strengthen the national economy, such as those 
affecting international trade, taxes, labor rights, 
and infrastructure?

 IMMIGRATION: What changes, if any, will you support 
in immigration policy?

 ENVIRONMENT: What are the most pressing environ-
mental challenges and how will you address them?

 OTHER PRIORITIES: What other issues are priorities 
for you?

On the Ballot

U.S. Representative in Congress
Districts 3, 6, and 8

(see Candidates on pages 12 - 14)

See pages 12 - 14 for candidate responses. Responses are 
shown exactly as provided by the candidates. No edits of 
any kind have been made.

Candidates for representative are grouped by 
congressional district. Your ballot will be specific to 
your district.

Montgomery County Congressional Districts

Duties
Representatives make laws along with the members of the 
Senate, and may conduct investigations on issues of national 

Representatives. Representatives can recommend that the Senate 
remove from office a public official accused of a crime.

How Elected
Elected districtwide. Each of the 435 Representatives is elected 
to a two-year term, serving a specific district. Maryland has eight 
Representatives based on the population in the 2010 census. 
Montgomery County is represented by three Congressional 

old, have been citizens of the United States for at least 7 years 
and be residents of the state they want to represent.

Term
Two years. No term limit.

Base Salary
$174,000 per year.

Website
house.gov

District 3 ........................................page 12

District 6 ................................ pages 13-14

District 8 ........................................page 14

Unsure of your Congressional District? See your Sample Ballot or 
go to https://voterservices.elections.maryland.gov/VoterSearch 
or call the Montgomery County Board of Elections at 240-777-VOTE.

Vote for no more than one (1) candidate.

https://www.house.gov
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Candidates for U.S. Representative – District  3
Responses were limited to 400 characters. Responses are shown exactly as provided by the candidates.
See page 11 for details about the office of U.S. Representative.

lashar2018.us

Libertarian / District 3Party / District

Candidate David Lashar
Republican / District 3

Charles Anthony

No response received by print 
deadline. See vote411.org for 
any late responses.

Democratic / District 3

John Sarbanes

johnsarbanes.com

Prior to entering Congress, I had nearly 20 years of 
experience in the private, public and non-profit sec-
tors. I worked with the MD State Dept of Education, 
represented non-profit hospitals and senior living 
providers and championed efforts to protect con-
sumers and ensure fair treatment in the workplace. 
This prepared me well for the diversity of issues one 
must manage as a member of Congress.

To combat growing economic inequality, we need 
to focus on economic policies which grow the 
middle class. These include ending tax breaks for 
the corporations who ship American jobs overseas, 
investing in national infrastructure, and raising the 
minimum wage. No American who works full time 
should have to worry about their economic security.

I am a strong supporter of the Affordable Care Act 
and have opposed every attempt to repeal or de-
fund this important law. That said, improvements 
could be made to further lower costs and expand 
access to care for all Americans, including pass-
ing legislation to help stabilize health insurance 
markets, provide premium rate relief for working 
Americans and to address the nation’s opioid 
epidemic.

One of my top priorities continues to be ending the 
reign of big money in our political system. For too 
long, special interests have used our broken cam-
paign finance system to corrode our institutions 
of democracy, blocking progress on the issues that 
matter most to Americans. That’s why I introduced 
the Government By the People Act to return power 
to the people and fix our democracy.

District 3 Candidates

Website

Qualifications
How does your experience prepare you for 
the duties of this office?

Health Care
What changes in federal healthcare policy 
do you advocate and why?

Discrimination
What policies will you support to address 
discrimination based on race, gender, 
religion, disability, or poverty?

Economic Policy
What policies will you support to strengthen 
the national economy, such as those 
affecting international trade, taxes, labor 
rights, and infrastructure?

Immigration
What changes, if any, will you support in 
immigration policy?

Environment
What are the most pressing environmental 
challenges and how will you address them?

Other Priorities
What other issues are priorities for you?

None provided

There is no question the most pressing environ-
mental problem is climate change. The govern-
ment must act. We can invest in clean energy 
technologies; cap and reduce greenhouse gases; 
require utility companies to generate energy from 
renewable sources; develop capabilities to capture 
and store carbon emissions; and advance smart grid 
technologies so electricity is delivered efficiently.

I support a policy that considers both national se-
curity and economic interests, as well as the need 
to provide a fair, legal and humane framework for 
people who want to come to America. I support 
a solution for our nation’s DREAMERs, a focus on 
punishing employers who knowingly hire un-
documented workers, and a practical approach to 
addressing undocumented workers currently in the 
country.

There is no question that our laws and governing 
practices continue to permit and sometimes en-
courage discrimination against racial and ethnic 
minorities, the disabled, the poor and other mi-
nority communities. We need to end racial profil-
ing in our law enforcement, prohibit gender pay 
disparities and ensure low- and moderate-income 
Americans have equal opportunity to achieve the 
American dream.

A successful executive in business and technology 
who plans and leads the turnaround of organiza-
tions that are not delivering results and are failing 
in their missions. A top official for Gov. Hogan at the 
Maryland Department of Health for 2+ years. An ap-
pointee to the Maryland Transportation Commission. 
A former congressional staffer whose work received 
national recognition. Respectful, civil.

Force Congress and the President to debate and de-
cide the hard decisions on the budget by adopting 
a constitutional amendment for a balanced budget. 
Make small adjustments over the coming decade to 
rates of growth in entitlement programs to preserve 
their financial solvency for those who are currently 
under 50 years of age. Promote open, reciprocal 
trade that is firmly but sensibly negotiated.

Stabilize but overhaul the flawed Affordable Care 
Act (ACA), which expanded insurance coverage, 
especially for those with low income, but has failed 
to control costs or improve quality, especially for 
those who are self-employed. Adopt the innovative 
Maryland Model, on which I possess direct experi-
ence, as a patient-centered, outcome-based, cost-
controlled alternative to ACA.

Restore political power to all voters with a consti-
tutional amendment that puts an end to gerry-
mandering; that creates competitive districts that 
represent genuine communities across the country. 
Create turnover and responsiveness in Congress, 
reduce the influence of special-interest money, and 
break the grip of party leaders on our representa-
tives by adopting term limits. Break the duopoly.

Acknowledge climate change without obsessing 
on science, imposing mandates, splurging on 
green projects, or otherwise succumbing to alarm. 
Prioritize clean energy by encouraging private en-
terprise with limited government support to raise 
funds, apply talent, and bear accountability for 
bringing new technologies and methods to market. 
Continue to support federal funds for Bay cleanup.

Embrace immigration as a source of dynamism for 
our society and our economy. Embrace our many 
heritages that compose our one country. Practice 
lawful immigration that is administered humanely. 
Provide a path to citizenship, with both its rights 
and its duties, for the so-called DREAMers. Revive 
and expand the use of work permits for workers. 
Cooperate with Mexico and Central America.

Protect and promote the equality of all persons 
before the law regardless of race, gender, or sexu-
ality; regardless of disability or economic status. 
Do so consistently and vigilantly. Quit diminishing 
those who either differ from us or disagree with us. 
Affirm and respect the humanity and dignity of all 
individuals. Take pride in diversity of all kinds but 
reject identity politics.

http://www.electdemarco.com
http://lashar2018.us
http://www.vote411.org
http://www.johnsarbanes.com
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Responses were limited to 400 characters. Responses are shown exactly as provided by the candidates.
See page 11 for details about the office of U.S. Representative.

Candidates for U.S. Representative – District  6

District 6 Candidates

District 6 continues next page

electkevincaldwell.com

Libertarian / District 6Party / District

Candidate Kevin T. Caldwell
Republican / District 6

Amie Hoeber
Democratic / District 6

David Trone

davidtrone.com

I grew up on a struggling family farm cleaning hog 
pens. Taking out loans, I was able to go to graduate 
school and start a successful business that’s head-
quartered in Bethesda. I’m prepared to represent 
a diverse district that spans from urban areas in 
Montgomery to rural areas in Garrett.

I strongly oppose Trump’s tax cuts, which worsen 
income inequality and add $1.5 trillion to our na-
tional debt. We need to remove the carried interest 
loophole that allows hedge fund managers to pay 
lower tax rates. I support an infrastructure bank to 
fund projects like expanding I-270 and I-81.

Quality healthcare is a basic human right, and our 
job must be to ensure that right for all Americans. 
With the passage of the Affordable Care Act, we’ve 
made great progress. We should build on that prog-
ress and expand the ACA so that all Americans have 
coverage.

The opioid crisis is a top priority for me. In 2016, 
64,000 Americans died from overdoses – my 
nephew Ian was one of them. Every day we don’t 
act, more people will die. I’ve put together a com-
prehensive plan to address the epidemic which you 
can read at davidtrone.com/opioid-crisis

Website

Qualifications
How does your experience prepare you for 
the duties of this office?

Health Care
What changes in federal healthcare policy 
do you advocate and why?

Discrimination
What policies will you support to address 
discrimination based on race, gender, 
religion, disability, or poverty?

Economic Policy
What policies will you support to strengthen 
the national economy, such as those 
affecting international trade, taxes, labor 
rights, and infrastructure?

Immigration
What changes, if any, will you support in 
immigration policy?

Environment
What are the most pressing environmental 
challenges and how will you address them?

Other Priorities
What other issues are priorities for you?

amieformaryland.com

Climate change is real and it’s a serious threat to 
our economy and our way of life. I oppose Trump’s 
decision to withdraw from the international cli-
mate agreement. I also support investing in green 
technology, making federal buildings more energy 
efficient, and protecting fuel efficiency standards.

Immigrants are an important part of American 
society and should have a path to citizenship. I op-
pose Trump’s mass deportations, travel bans, and 
rescinding of DACA and TPS protections. We also 
should reduce the amount of time it takes for ap-
plicants to receive work authorization.

I’ve supported the ACLU for 20 years, and in 
Congress I will continue fighting to fix our criminal 
justice system that discriminates against people of 
color. I’m 100% pro-choice, and I support equal pay 
and paid family leave. I support the Full Equality Act 
to fight discrimination against LGBTQ people.

As a service member, I served as the legal liaison 
between JAG and the command group. It was my 
job to legally protect the rights of each and every 
service member (1000 approx) and to ensure the 
command adhered to all regulations of the UCMJ. 
I have been a part of & navigated one of the largest 
bureaucracies on the face of the planet. One can not 
serve where one is unwilling to follow.

I advocate for a fair, equitable & simplified tax 
system for individuals & business. I support limiting 
Gov. spending to 10%-15% of actual GDP. We must 
begin to address our $100 plus million in debt. We 
have no right to put our debt on future generations 
simply because we lack the will to force Congress to 
be responsible with our money. I support free trade 
with other nations.

There is no one silver bullet solution to our health 
care system. I would advocate returning the power 
of choice via a market-based health care system. I 
believe that we the consumers of health care know 
our needs far better than a group of DC bureaucrats. 
Any plan that takes power from the millions and 
places it in the hands of the few is not in our best 
interest as consumers.

We have the opportunity to have complete control 
over a party leadership if I am elected. I would 
be the only & 1st elected as a (L) in Congress and 
would have far more honest access to committees 
and influence in them than either one of my op-
ponents unless they buy that as well. Gov. reform 
is the key to all other issues. In this election, we can 
either repeat a failed history or make history.

I will encourage real scientific research not the 
politically driven pseudoscience for political gain. 
I have a physics background so I understand the 
basics of science. I believe the key to being a good 
steward of our planet is we must use real science & 
the free market. The move towards renewable ener-
gies must be driven by our ability as consumers to 
pay for it not Gov subsides.

I fully support the enforcement of our current laws 
& securing the border. I advocate for more legal im-
migration. I will help to make those here currently 
who pose no threat, a possible path to citizenship 
after some probationary period of proving their de-
sire to become lawful proud U.S. citizens. All taxes 
must be paid and any serious criminal conviction 
will result in deportation.

The biggest gap we face in inequality is the unequal 
application of our laws & the unequal protection af-
forded by them based on income, political connec-
tions or office held. Gov. has become the greatest 
offender of our rights at every level. It is my promise 
to protect all citizens.

My experience allows me to address effectively 
both national and Maryland’s 6th Congressional 
District issues. I am the only candidate for this office 
with Federal experience, as US Army Deputy Under 
Secretary. I understand the Federal process. Also, 
my prior candidacy for this position has given me 
a deep understanding of the unique needs of the 
entire District. Finally, I bring proven empathy.

As a long-term small business founder and owner, 
I know over-regulation and a complex tax code 
hinder job growth. New technology is reshap-
ing traditional jobs. We need to better anticipate 
work of the future. I will work to reduce the time it 
takes to transform ideas into companies. I endorse 
the Business Express website just established by 
the Maryland Department of Assessments and 
Taxation.

I support empowering individuals with more 
control over how to meet their healthcare needs 
and those of their families. I will support policies 
to promote wider availability of generic drugs and 
cross-state insurance to keep costs lower. One of our 
healthcare failures has been treatment of our veter-
ans. I will work to see that veterans have access to 
quality healthcare, either public or private.

My overarching priority is to bring to Congress my 
sense of empathy and cooperation. I will work to 
get us past the current political divide. I will be a 
Federal ally to Governor Hogan to improve trans-
portation; address heroin and opioid addiction; 
create jobs and nurture businesses; and provide 
safety and security. I will also work for healthcare 
solutions; education; and for our veterans.

The environment is critically important to 
Maryland’s 6th District, economically and for our 
families’ health and safety. As a professional who 
has worked for years on environmental cleanup 
and restoration, I support an emphasis on a local 
approach leveraging federal resources to address 
our environmental challenges because local gov-
ernments and communities best know their unique 
assets and needs.

As the daughter of an immigrant, I know that the 
US is a country of immigrants, and I support immi-
grants with empathy. We are also a country of laws. 
I support uniform, fair, consistent enforcement of 
our laws and processes. Lack of uniformity is, sadly, 
increasing divisiveness. It is vital to national secu-
rity that we not only care for immigrants but also 
address weaknesses in law enforcement.

I am opposed to discrimination based not only on 
race, gender, religion, disability or poverty but also 
on appearance, age, family heritage, and any other 
factor that might cause people to reject a class of 
persons. We currently have laws that prohibit many 
forms of discrimination. However, we fall short on 
tolerance and empathy and in the enforcement of 
existing laws. I will promote both.

http://www.electdemarco.com
http://www.electkevincaldwell.com
http://www.davidtrone.com
http://www.amieformaryland.com/
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Responses were limited to 400 characters. Responses are shown exactly as provided by the candidates.
See page 11 for details about the office of U.S. Representative.

Candidates for U.S. Representative – Districts  6  and  8

District 6 Candidates District 8 Candidates

jasenwunder.org

Libertarian / District 8

Jasen Wunder
Republican / District 8

John Walsh
Democratic / District 8

Jamie Raskin

jamieraskin.com

Representing Maryland’s 8th in the U.S. House since 
January 2017, I recognize that I have spent my life 
preparing to serve in this capacity. As a local native, 
a professor of constitutional law for a quarter-
century at AU and a Maryland State Senator for a 
decade, I have the passion for service to our com-
munity and the legislative knowledge needed to 
advance our priorities and values every day.

I’m fighting for a Green Deal, a bipartisan infra-
structure plan to reinvest in roads, highways, Metro, 
mass transit, water etc. in an environmentally posi-
tive way; a fair tax policy that protects the work-
ing middle class and opposes special-interest tax 
breaks and giveaways; revitalized labor rights; and 
a policy of free and fair trade that bolsters our living 
and working standards.

I’m working to keep increasing NIH research fund-
ing, to guarantee the solvency of Medicare and to 
defend Medicaid by opposing work requirements 
and other poison pills. I seek to stabilize the ACA 
and bring down the costs of premiums and deduct-
ibles. I’m also fighting for lower prescription drug 
prices and the power of government to negotiate 
for them in Medicare. Organizing for single-payer.

Nothing is more important to me than delivering 
effective and prompt service for the 800,000 people 
I proudly work for. Since I took office in 2017, my 
excellent staff has resolved 2,353 problems faced 
by seniors seeking Social Security checks, veterans 
filing VA claims, federal contractors awaiting pay-
ment, immigrants applying for citizenship, and so 
on. Our doors are always open.

johnwalshforcongress.com

Climate change must be the overarching context 
for public policy decision-making. We need to take 
urgent action to confront the profound damage 
caused by global warming, including taxing carbon 
pollution, dramatically reducing greenhouse gas 
emissions, and investing in renewable clean en-
ergy. Also we must address air pollution, deforesta-
tion, species extinction, and threats to biodiversity.

I favor comprehensive immigration reform that 
includes a pathway to citizenship for 800,000 
DREAMers, who are students, armed service mem-
bers and workers who were brought here as chil-
dren by their parents. I oppose President Trump’s 
profligate border wall proposal and his efforts to 
curtail legal immigration and refugee admission. 
We can make common-sense progress when we 
reject extremist plans.

I’m defending civil rights in every federal program 
and context and advocating voting rights for all. 
Played an active role in developing strong new 
policies against sexual harassment and race dis-
crimination on Capitol Hill. Fight regularly on the 
Judiciary Committee to champion civil rights and 
liberties and to oppose efforts to weaken the ADA 
and undercut employee rights in the workplace.

As a Paramedic I am taught to assess a situation and 
then treat it with the proper solution. I would not 
only fight for what I believe is right, but I would ask 
for the people of my district to reach out to me with 
their thoughts. I would maintain an open mind to 
all solutions / ideas because I believe that is what 
is best.

I would work to increase free trade among ALL 
countries. Reduce taxes and privatize infrastruc-
ture. We can start saving money but cutting 
Congressional pay from $174,000 a year to much 
the national median income ($56,000).

I would fight for a free market approach. A system 
that puts the power in the hand of the individual 
verses the regulators. Allow people to purchase 
insurance in private groups so the benefits of lower 
costs are available to everyone. Allow competi-
tion across state lines to bring prices down. Allow 
people to pick and choose what coverage they want 
to lower their premium.

Installing Congressional term limits and slashing 
pay. Ending all wars that were are in and bring 
ALL of our troops home ASAP! Increasing personal 
privacy and eliminating Eminent Domain.

The environment is obviously changing as it is 
constantly evolving and going through cycles. The 
argument is not “is it” but what is the best solu-
tion. I believe in renewable energy as a future and 
would work to make that easier for people to afford. 
Allow more private money to flow into research and 
development.

I want to make it easier for immigrants to come to 
America and bring with them their ideas and cul-
tures. I would work to end mass deportations and 
strengthen the rights of families here. I would also 
filibuster anything that had to do with construction 
of the wall.

As gross as discrimination is people have a right 
to hate / dislike who ever they want for whatever 
reason. I would speak at many events and work to-
wards ending hate, but I do not believe more laws 
are the answer.

I was a Political Science Major at Brown University; 
worked for a Republican Congressman in DC; elected 
to City Council, Planning Board and Zoning Board in 
Lebanon, NH. I have a diverse business background 
that combines entrepreneurship, creativity, client 
services and management with several domestic 
and international patents. Small Business Leader of 
the Year in Montgomery County in 2003.

You mean before we are all replaced by robots? We 
need to invest in next generation technologies and 
train people for this new fields and support these 
industries with incentives. We need to keep invent-
ing and pioneering. We need to make sure that as 
capital returns from overseas and as corporations 
keep more and more of their earnings, that work-
ers, not just stockholders benefit.

Healthcare deserve to have its own standing com-
mittee; currently it does not. We need organization-
al bipartisan focus and resources in Congress as a 
national priority to address the causes of the rising 
costs with new, creativity and innovative ideas for 
reducing costs of delivering services and providing 
affordable medicines. We put men on the moon; we 
can fix healthcare too!

Congress needs to stop this partisan tug of war 
and start working together in a bipartisan way to 
bring the country together. If elected, I am going to 
nominate a nationally prominent, highly respected 
individual to be Speaker of the House - someone 
who will appoint the best people from both parties 
to chair committees. No time for business as usual 
- time for creativity and team work.

I’m old enough to have been at the First Earth Day 
in 1970. In spite of progress in US, 90% of scientists 
say the planet is a ticking time bomb. First, we need 
to stop denying the problem; second, we need to 
rejoin rest of the world to solve the issues; third, we 
need to change our habits; and fourth, we need to 
support new technologies and inventions for both 
environmental and economic reasons.

Immigration is another example of a national 
priority that needs its own standing committee 
in Congress. We have to come to terms with our 
values, our history and the realities of the current 
situation. We need the federal government, states, 
cities and counties to work together. Time for bipar-
tisan problem solving. Deporting bad actors makes 
the streets safer but doesn’t solve the overall issue.

At one point in my life, I was an Equal Employment 
Opportunity Counselor with the US Postal Service, 
resolving individual complaints of discrimination 
and developing and implementing Action Plans to 
overcome biases in recruitment, hiring and promo-
tions. I’ve audited offices where discrimination was 
thought to exist. I support expanding auditing and 
additional penalties for discrimination.

Green / District 6

George Gluck

georgegluck.com

I’ve lived in Maryland since 1967 and my (grand)
children have been raised here, most in CD6. I’ve 
been politically active here for more than 2 decades, 
feel well prepared to represent, and will propose 
and promote legislation that will benefit, the vast 
majority of those of us who live here in CD6. I have 
also promised to employ citizens from the 4 parties 
recognized in MD and those unaffiliated.

R. Kennedy: GNP “... counts warheads and armored 
cars for the police to fight the riots in our cities ... 
does not include the strength of our marriages, the 
intelligence of our public debate or the integrity of 
our public officials.” I prefer “GNHappiness:” sustain-
able and equitable socio-economic development, 
environmental conservation, preservation and 
promotion of culture and good governance.

We have some of the best healthcare available 
anywhere in the world, but it is not accessible to 
all our citizens and, for those who can access it, it 
is far too expensive. Each year, we have hundreds of 
thousands of medical-related bankruptcies, unlike 
other western countries, who have none. We need a 
universal healthcare, single-payer system modeled 
after those of other western countries.

1. Public financing for public office (corporations 
are not people and money is not speech). 2. Expand 
our democracy by enacting ranked choice voting 
(RCV), to encourage more choices for primary and 
general election voters. 3. Lower tuition for public 
colleges/universities to the equivalent of that I paid 
for Brooklyn College in the mid 1960s ($50 per se-
mester). 4. Restrengthen “Dodd-Frank.”

As I recently testified before the MD Dept. of the 
Environment, we need to leave as much carbon 
as possible under ground. I suggested that, if they 
permit the natural gas pipeline near Hancock, they 
at least force the pipeline owners and gas suppliers 
place enough money in escrow to cover two ex-
treme leakages. This would pay for recovery of the 
local environment and the health of local citizens.

As an immigrant myself: 1. Assure DHS’ Verify 
Employment Eligibility (E-Verify) system is used 
by all employers and prosecute those who hire 
ineligible employees. 2. Devise a path to citizen-
ship for law-abiding, undocumented workers and 
their families presently in the US. 3.Strengthen 
our visa system to continue to allow immigrants 
from around the world to bolster our economy and 
culture.

“Equality of rights under the law shall not be denied 
or abridged by the United States or by any State on 
account of sex.” These are the words of the Equal 
Rights Amendment, proposed in 1971. I would 
propose the word “sex” be replaced by “race, gen-
der, religion, disability, or poverty.” To implement 
this amendment, it would be necessary to support 
policies which aid our courts and law enforcement.

http://www.electdemarco.com
http://jasenwunder.org
http://www.jamieraskin.com
http://johnwalshforcongress.com
http://www.georgegluck.com
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Questions to candidates for Maryland State 
Senator and Delegates:

 QUALIFICATIONS: 
you for the duties of this office?

 REDISTRICTING: What changes, if any, do you 
support in the process for drawing congressional 
and legislative district lines in Maryland?

 ENVIRONMENT: What are the most significant 
environmental challenges and how will you address 
them?

 DISCRIMINATION: What policies will you support 
to address discrimination based on race, gender, 
religion, disability, or poverty?

 EDUCATION: What education policies would you 
support and how would you fund them?

 HEALTH CARE: What are the most significant health 
challenges facing Maryland and how will you 
address them?

 TRANSPORTATION: What are your transportation 
priorities and how should they be funded?

On the Ballot

Maryland State Senators and Delegates
Districts 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 39

(see Candidates on pages 16 - 23)

Duties
State Senators and Delegates represent residents in each 
legislative district in the Maryland General Assembly. The General 
Assembly enacts laws, raises revenue through taxes and fees, and 
appropriates funds for all state agencies in an annual budget. 
The General Assembly may propose amendments to the state 
Constitution for ratification by the voters. The Senate also confirms 
the Governor’s appointments of judges and the heads of certain 
government agencies.

How Elected
Elected districtwide. The state is divided into 47 legislative 
districts. Each district is represented by one State Senator and 
three Delegates, for a total of 47 Senators and 141 Delegates. 
Voters may vote for one candidate for State Senator and up to 

are sub-divided and voters may elect only one or two Delegates 
from a smaller area. All eight Montgomery County legislative 
districts are three-member at large districts.

Term
Four years. No term limit.

Salary
$50,328 per year.

Website
msa.maryland.gov/msa/mdmanual/07leg/html/gaf.html

See pages 16 - 23 for candidate responses. Responses are 
shown exactly as provided by the candidates. No edits of 
any kind have been made.

may be found at vote411.org.
Candidates for Maryland State Senators and Delegates are 
grouped by Legislative District. Your ballot will be specific 
to your district. 

Montgomery County Legislative DistrictsLegislative District 14 .................... pages 16-17

Legislative District 15 .................... pages 17-18

Legislative District 16 .................... pages 18-19

Legislative District 17 .................... pages 19-20

Legislative District 18 .................... page 20

Legislative District 19 .................... pages 21-22

Legislative District 20 ................... page 22 

Legislative District 39.................... page 23

Unsure of your Legislative District? See your Sample Ballot or go 
to https://voterservices.elections.maryland.gov/VoterSearch or 
call the Montgomery County Board of Elections at 240-777-VOTE.

Vote for no more than one (1) State Senate candidate.

Vote for no more than three (3) State Delegate candidates.

https://msa.maryland.gov/msa/mdmanual/07leg/html/gaf.html
http://www.vote411.org
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Candidates for State Senator and Delegates - District 14
Responses were limited to 400 characters. Responses are shown exactly as provided by the candidates.
See page 15 for details about the offices of State Senator and Delegate.

Party / District

Website

Qualifications
How does your experience prepare you for 
the duties of this office?

Candidate

Education

Health Care

What education policies would you support 
and how would you fund them?

What are the most significant health 
challenges facing Maryland and how will 
you address them?

Transportation
What are your transportation priorities and 
how should they be funded?

Party / District

Website

Qualifications
How does your experience prepare you for 
the duties of this office?

Candidate

Education

Health Care

What education policies would you support 
and how would you fund them?

What are the most significant health 
challenges facing Maryland and how will 
you address them?

Transportation
What are your transportation priorities and 
how should they be funded?

I have been in private legal practice for over 8 years, 
with a firm that primarily represents consumers and 
small businesses. Through this work, I have gained 
practical experience in how the laws, policies and 
economic priorities of Maryland affect the average 
person. I advocate for clients, review legislation and 
case law, offer input and promote policies on a daily 
basis.

The continuously rising costs of health insurance and 
limited market participation for insurance companies 
has severely impacts both the financial and physical 
health of Marylanders. Maryland needs to engage in 
a comprehensive review of the healthcare insurance 
industry, and promote more competition to reduce the 
costs.

In no particular order: 1. School safety (including health 
and safety of students, better review of the qualifica-
tions of teacher, paraeducators and substitutes, etc). 2. 
Accountability and oversight of the school funding and 
expenditure process 3. A review of the administration/
teacher pay differential 4. Accountability of academic 
performance

patfenati.com

Republican  /  District 14

I worked as a consultant in large businesses. Owned a 
small business and own retail space. I have seen how 
difficult it is for small businesses to get through the 
regulation/permit process. I am aware of legislative 
issues and often testify at hearings in county and state. 
As a 40yr MC resident I have traveled the roads, sent 
my children to schools and paid taxes. I am well aware 
of state problems

High premiums and high deductibles assure that many 
people in this state get no benefits from insurance. 
Congress should pass common sense healthcare re-
form. In lieu of this our Governor has worked with the 
General Assembly in a bipartisan manner to stabilize 
Maryland’s health care insurance market and prevent 
rates from skyrocketing.

The purpose of education is to ensure children are 
given the knowledge essential for them to function in 
future academic/work environments. Children need to 
learn fundamental principles of democracy, including 
the Constitutional form of government and a basic 
understanding of the economic environment in which 
they will function. If public schools fail there then 
other choices must be available

Public transportation, highways and local roads are 
all important. Just concentrating on one form of 
transportation does not meet the needs of all citizens. 
Forcing cars to sit for hours idling on gridlocked roads 
pours tons of carbon into the atmosphere daily. I ap-
prove of Hogan’s Public/Private partnerships to fund 
transportation.Transportation money should be used 
for transportation only.

facebook.com/ostroff4delegate

Republican  /  District 14

Michael A. Ostroff

Maryland needs to continue to invest in the trans-
portation infrastructure, including road and bridge 
repair/expansion, review of the public transportation 
systems for efficiency, cost-effectiveness and targeted 
investment, and to take a more comprehensive look 
at long-term development to ensure that our infra-
structure investments meet the needs of the ongoing 
residential/commercial development.

Patricia Fenati

annekaiser.com

Democratic  /  District 14

Anne R. Kaiser

Candidates for State Senator Candidates for Delegate

drozdformaryland.com

Republican  /  District 14
Robert Drozd

craigzucker.com

Democratic  /  District 14

Craig J. Zucker

I’m a military veteran with 3 decades leading orga-
nizations, an educator at undergrad and graduate 
levels, and a 1st generation American. I’ve honorably 
represented our nation across 9 states and throughout 
Europe, and held the sober charge of nuclear weapons. 
Collectively, this far exceeds my opponent’s life expe-
rience as a rising-career-politician. I am a servant-
leader, NOT a party-servant.

The opioid crisis and health care affordability. The 
former requires direct health professional and law 
enforcement input, and the latter Gov Hogan led a 
successful bipartisan effort to address during this last 
session. I am still reviewing the details and evidence 
from the session and reading professional materials on 
the subjects before defining policies I will endorse or 
pursue.

I endorse much of the MCIEE preliminary report, 
and will introduce a new Maryland Student-Parent-
Teacher Covenant to improve education quality, 
promote greater deference for Parents’ authorities, 
and elevate teaching as a profession. Aside from the 
State’s gaming revenue as a supplement, growing the 
tax base by growing business in the state is the best 
path to sustainable funding.

Unlike most candidates, I use mass transit daily for 
work, so I know first-hand its impacts on quality-
of-life. Solutions for urban eastern Maryland do not 
translate well to rural western Maryland. My prior-
ity will be my entire district’s needs and promoting 
responsible balance between mass public and indi-
vidual private options. I will promote opportunities for 
private-public partnerships.

I’ve represented District 14 in the Maryland General 
Assembly for the last 7 years. I served 5 years in the 
House of Delegates prior to being appointed to the 
State Senate in 2016. I have dedicated my life to fam-
ily and public service. I strive to provide top-notch 
constituent service, ease the tax burden on Maryland 
families, and ensure that Montgomery County receives 
its fair share of money.

MD is a national model for health care delivery. 
Providing adequate access to healthcare and keep-
ing insurance costs low remains a top priority. The 
Assembly has taken prudent action to secure the 
ACA and prevent premium increases of up to 50% for 
people buying insurance. Opiod drug overdoses con-
tinue to plague our State. We must fund rehabilitation 
centers and curb access for abusers.

Ensuring that our students and educators have a safe 
and adequate learning environment remains a top 
priority of mine. I was proud to co-sponsor legisla-
tion that will provide funding for safety upgrades to 
schools, helps close the achievement gap, prepare 
students for higher education and help reduce college 
debt. Through smart budgeting, we are able to fund 
this without raising taxes. 

Easing traffic congestion, fixing Metro, expanding 
clean energy and ensuring our roads are safe remain 
a top priority. Tens of thousands of Marylanders rely 
on Metro, reliable bus service and safe roads every day 
to travel around the DC metro area. My job is to make 
sure all of these remain reliable and our transportation 
dollars go to these priorities.

Before being elected, I spent years working in and for 
my community - learning our shared values, digging 
into what matters most to my neighbors. As an elected 
official for 16 years, I have made putting those shared 
values into actions at the core of my public service. I 
will continue to do just that if returned to the House 
of Delegates and as Chairman of the Ways & Means 
Committee.

As a member of the House of Delegates, I have a 
responsibility to my 126,000 constituents to increase 
access to high quality health care, help fight the rising 
cost of prescriptions, help address the opioid crisis, and 
seek better mental health solutions.

Every child deserves a high quality education, no mat-
ter their zip code. I am committed to improving pre-
Kindergarten education, supporting teachers, getting 
the best and brightest into our classrooms, providing 
more support for struggling learners, and keeping 
our schools safe. As Chairman of the Ways & Means 
Committee, I play a key role in guiding K-12 education 
policy.

I support a robust public transportation system with 
dedicated funding. I also believe that road improve-
ments, and in some cases, new roads are needed to 
ensure a comprehensive transportation infrastructure. 
The county’s economy may be impeded in the future 
if we do not make better progress in transit-oriented 
development and committing to other infra-
structure improvements.

No response received by print 
deadline. See vote411.org for 
any late responses.

None provided

Republican  /  District 14
Kevin Dorrance

District 14 continues next page

http://www.pamelaqueen.com
http://www.patfenati.com
http://www.ericluedtke.com
http://facebook.com/ostroff4delegate
http://www.annekaiser.com
http://www.annekaiser.com
http://drozdformaryland.com
http://www.annekaiser.com
http://www.craigzucker.com
http://www.vote411.org
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Candidates for State Senator and Delegates - District 14, 15
Responses were limited to 400 characters. Responses are shown exactly as provided by the candidates.
See page 15 for details about the offices of State Senator and Delegate.

Party / District

Website

Qualifications
How does your experience prepare you for 
the duties of this office?

Candidate

Education

Health Care

What education policies would you support 
and how would you fund them?

What are the most significant health 
challenges facing Maryland and how will 
you address them?

Transportation
What are your transportation priorities and 
how should they be funded?

Party / District

Website

Qualifications
How does your experience prepare you for 
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Kathleendumais.info

Democratic  /  District 15
Kathleen Dumais

I am honored to serve in the State Legislature as a 
champion for those whose voices are often muted or 
misunderstood. All my personal and professional ex-
periences influence my pragmatic approach to “getting 
things done” which I attribute to understanding less 
intuitive complexities, collaborating with adversaries, 
courage to make tough choices, and wisdom to know 
when to compromise.

More efforts are needed to increase access to quality 
health care for all residents. I supported legislation to 
keep insurance costs down, stabilize rates, and provide 
more healthcare choices. In addition to addressing 
the Opioid Crisis, I will focus on policy that addresses 
mental illness, especially among youth and veterans; 
and to remedy a pervasive culture of violence, as a 
health issue.

I support efforts to attract and retain quality teach-
ers with Grow Your Own programs, mentoring 
programs for new teachers, continuous training and 
developmental opportunities for teachers. I advocate 
cultivating life-long learners from pre-K; service learn-
ing opportunities, and CTE programs. I support more 
instructional days in the school calendar with funding 
from foundations and private sector.

pamelaqueen.com

Democratic  /  District 14
Pamela Queen

I support a robust and well-connected mass trans-
portation system that addresses access to employ-
ment barriers; and reduces traffic congestion. For 
Montgomery County, a regional approach is needed, 
especially with the Northern VA corridor. I support 
dedicated funding for WMATA; and a Master Plan ap-
proach that assesses funding and infrastructure needs 
from a regional perspective. 

lauriehalversonfordelegate.com

Republican  /  District 15
Laurie Halverson
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votefordavidwilson.com

Republican  /  District 15
David Wilson

BrianJFeldman.com

Democratic  /  District 15
Brian J. Feldman

As the son of a country minister I learned a deep car-
ing concern for others, coupled with a take action now 
to help others attitude. I served 23 years as a military 
officer with two combat tours, my experiences boil 
down to integrity and honor above all. A caring Mother 
taught me to listen twice as much as I spoke. All these 
experiences have prepared me to represent my district 
and my state.

The number one driver of healthcare costs is the per-
centage of premiums going to the medical providers, 
resulting in overpriced medical services. Yet, none of 
the plans to reduce coverage costs consider modifying 
this aspect of the total bill. The current proposal to use 
the tax penalty as a down payment on coverage may 
have some value, but still misses the mark regarding 
the real problem.

I would support tighter budgets for the out of control 
administrative costs, along with student performance-
oriented incentives. Funding of our schools should be 
a result of need, rather than a standard formula. And 
competition would allow parents to have more say in 
making sure their children are taught the way they 
learn best.

The simplest, near-term solution for heavy traffic with 
current HOV lanes is to increase the requirement to 
HOV3 with all three being adult, licensed drivers. Add 
strict enforcement for an effective, low-cost solution. 
Incentivize telework, which reduces risk and pollution, 
while increasing productivity. Create public-private 
partnerships to develop and operate major infrastruc-
ture projects.

I have served in the General Assembly since 2003, first 
in the House of Delegates and currently in the State 
Senate. I have received numerous honors and have 
held several leadership positions in both Chambers. 
Prior to being elected, I served as a U.S. Department 
of Justice attorney and am currently a Tax Attorney/
CPA in private practice. These experiences have been 
valuable in the legislature.

As Chair of the Senate’s Health Subcommittee, I am the 
Senate’s point person on healthcare policy. With the 
dismantling of the Affordable Care Act at the federal 
level, MD’s individual insurance market is now fragile. 
We must stabilize that market to prevent large pre-
mium increases. We must also enact policies to control 
escalating prescription drug prices, a major driver of 
healthcare costs.

I support the goal of offering full-day Pre-K programs 
to 4-years olds across MD. Expanding early childhood 
education, particularly for low income families, is 
essential to closing the state’s achievement gap. The 
biggest challenge to realizing this goal is the cost. 
Thus, fiscal conditions must be taken into account in 
determining how long it will take to fully implement 
this plan.

To grow our economy, we need a comprehensive plan 
to combat traffic congestion, including widening I-270 
at strategic spots and upgrades to the American Legion 
Bridge using innovative public private partnerships to 
fund these projects. I am proud to have sponsored the 
landmark Metro Funding Act passed this year which 
provides funding needed to improve the overall reli-
ability of the DC Metro system

For 15 years, I’ve been a tireless advocate for children 
and families as an effective PTA leader at the local 
and county levels,which led to an appointment by 
Governor Hogan as a Maryland Board of Education 
Member. President Obama’s administration named me 
a “White House Champion of Change” for my advocacy 
work. I offer analytical skills from 9 years as a senior 
benefits analyst and HR generalist.

As a recent widow who has been on COBRA with 
two sons, I’m keenly aware of the exorbitant cost in-
creases. I would encourage new policies that promote 
competition among states so that Marylanders have 
better options which will make health insurance more 
competitive and keep premiums down. For the opioid 
crisis, I would seek out evidence-based & drug preven-
tion programs.

1) Empower parents & the community 2) Increase the 
academic measurements in the school accountability 
system 3) Support an Investigator General 4) Support 
policies that would foster innovation in our public 
schools. 5) Increase school construction & mainte-
nance funding. To fund, I’d work with Gov. Hogan’s 
staff and education experts to prioritize needs & cut 
wasteful spending

In contrast to most Democrat leaders who have not 
provided road solutions, I support Governor Hogan’s 
Traffic Relief Plan which offers funding through public/ 
private partnerships and doesn’t add to our taxes. I 
believe we can improve our roads and traffic flow with 
structural and technologically smart improvements 
while continuing to work toward the future with mass 
transit and other projects.

I have had the honor and privilege to represent District 
15 in the Maryland House of Delegates since 2003. I 
currently serve as the Vice Chair of the House Judiciary 
Committee. My professional experience as a practic-
ing family law attorney has been invaluable in the 
legislature. In my practice and in the legislature, I am a 
consensus builder -- I listen, analyze and work toward 
sound solutions.

Affordable health care is one of the most significant 
health challenges. The cost of care is rising due to 
insurance market uncertainty and the individual 
mandate repeal by Republicans in Congress. This year, 
the General Assembly passed two pieces of legislation 
to curb the rising cost of care in the short-term and 
offer a long-term solution to stabilize the market. We’ll 
continue to improve this

As noted above, I support the recommendations of 
the Kirwin Commission including encouraging the 
top 25% of high school graduates from each county to 
pursue a career in education and increasing awareness 
of financial aid programs for teaching candidates. I also 
support an Early Literacy Program in low-income areas 
to help students build a strong reading foundation and 
expand pre-k programs.

We need a balance of road improvements and transit 
projects. I support the Purple Line, the Corridor Cities 
Transitway, and improved funding for Metro. We 
passed legislation to provide additional funding of 
$167 million a year - as will Virginia and the District. 
The annual amount of funding will increase by 3% 
annually to account for inflation. We allocated $178 
million for Baltimore transit.

ericluedtke.com

Democratic  /  District 14
Eric Luedtke

I have had the honor of representing District 14 in the 
House of Delegates for the past four years, and prior to 
my service in office was deeply engaged with a variety 
of community organizations in Montgomery County.

Health care is a human right. I support efforts to main-
tain the expansion of health care under the Affordable 
Care Act and believe we need to move towards a sys-
tem of truly universal health care.

As Chairman of the House Education Subcommittee, I 
have been a leader in Annapolis on education issues. 
As we begin a once in a decade discussion of major 
reforms to our education funding and policies, I will 
be advocating for the implementation of universal 
pre-kindergarten, improved recruitment and retention 
policies for teachers, and efforts to reduce our school 
construction backlog.

My three highest priorities are construction of bus 
rapid transit in the Route 29 corridor, expansion of pe-
destrian and bicycle access around schools, and efforts 
to reduce congestion on I-270. I believe these goals can 
be met with existing revenues.

District 15 continues next page
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jacobs4md.com

Republican  /  District 15
Harvey Jacobs

As real estate and small business attorney, represent-
ing individuals and small business owners over the 
past 34 years in MD, I intend to bring Common-Sense 
to the decisions made in Annapolis that impact our 
quality of life. Dealing with burdensome government 
regulation has provided me with the hands-on skills 
which I will use, to think through the unintended 
consequences of ill-conceived laws.

Rising cost of health insurance and the ability to re-
quire insurers to cover pre-existing conditions is the 
most significant challenge facing Maryland citizens. 
This is a highly complex issue and I will listen to all 
stakeholders and then apply my Common-Sense 
when making these life or death decisions. I will need 
the public’s help in educating me to make the right 
decision. 

Top priority is to bring more dollars back from Annapolis 
to fund day-to-day operations. I will advocate to see 
those funds reach teacher’s pockets directly and not to 
pay for more administrative red tape. I would adopt 
Governor Hogan’s Casino Lock Box program to earmark 
those revenues exclusively for education. I would go 
one step farther and earmark 10% of those lockbox 
funds for school safety.

Traffic is my top priority. Simple solutions such as 
creating higher quality, longer-lasting roads, installing 
better lighting and signage can all be accomplished 
at minimal cost. I will require the state and county to 
work together study and revise the traffic signal se-
quencing, so Marylanders do not waste valuable time 
waiting at empty intersections. I will reduce hidden 
speed camera “taxes.”

kingin18.com

Republican  /  District 15
Marc A. King

23 years Army retiring at Lieutenant Colonel. Served in 
Korea, Viet Nam and Europe. 30 years of corporate ex-
perience ending as President, Ceradyne Armor Systems 
supplying approx. 80% of the body armor worn by 
soldiers and marines today. Interacted with all levels 
of Congress, the federal government and industry on 
subjects ranging from complex financial matters to 
contract requirements.

Raising health care costs through the MD Exchange 
needs to be restructured and an open market competi-
tive healthcare system be made available. I will work 
with the Governor to bring about a change that will 
work for all Marylanders.

Working with the Governor to come up with a plan 
that will help low-performing schools throughout the 
state. Confront the unions and seek a middle ground 
that works on behalf of all Maryland’s students not just 
the union. I will support the Governors efforts to create 
a Lock Box on casino taxes that are there to support 
education are not raided by the Legislature for other 
spending. 

My focus is on I-270 and I-495 improvements to 
easy the commuting burden. New lanes and other 
infrastructure improvements. This should be funded by 
public-private partnership so that the burden for pay-
ing for these projects is not on the backs of Maryland 
tax payers.

fraserfor15.org

Democratic  /  District 15
David Fraser-Hidalgo

I have served as a Delegate since 2013 on the 
Environment and Transportation Committee. Prior to 
that, I was a Montgomery County Police Officer and a 
partner in a small business. My experience has taught 
me that success comes best when you work as a team. 
Together with my colleagues, we have passed a num-
ber of important bills by building coalitions across the 
aisle, including banning fracking.

I have supported a number of bills to strengthen the 
exchange and protect Medicaid and especially the 
Maryland Children’s Health Insurance Program. But 
these are all fall short of what is best: a Medicare for 
All program to make sure everyone gets the care they 
need.

I believe we need to take the recommendations of the 
Kerwin Commission and make them a reality. I sup-
ported the bill this year to ensure that casino money 
supplements and does not replace general fund rev-
enues in education funding. 

We need to address traffic. We need smart develop-
ment and need to make sure that we are investing not 
just for our needs today but our needs in the future. 
That means a greater emphasis on transit and transit-
oriented development. Investing in transit not only 
benefits citizens you use it but also our neighbors that 
use the roads by reducing traffic. 

lilyqi.com

Democratic  /  District 15
Lily Qi

As an immigrant who came here by choice, I know 
the value of opportunities and why we must be both 
inclusive and competitive. With a career in higher 
education and local government, senior leadership 
experience in both economic and workforce develop-
ment in Montgomery County, and community leader-
ship across cultures, I will be able to focus on the right 
legislative priorities to move us forward.

Mental and behavioral health including Opioid addic-
tion are among the major challenges facing Maryland. 
We need increased access to mental health counselors, 
addiction treatment for those with no insurance, 
and better staff training at treatment facilities. We 
must also stabilize healthcare costs through a health 
insurance down payment system which will give more 
residents access to healthcare.

I support universal Pre-K and enhanced career and 
technical training in our public schools to grow qual-
ity mid-to-high wage jobs that meet our community 
and employer needs. Through a combination of ca-
sino lockbox funding and revised funding formulas 
to accurately represent the changing needs of today’s 
Montgomery County, I am confident we can see a bet-
ter education system for all students. 

My transportation priorities are to provide traffic relief 
to the growing Upcounty area by advancing Bus Rapid 
Transit systems and improvements on I-270. I will fight 
for Montgomery County’s fair share in both capital and 
operating budget to support our priority transporta-
tion needs and ensure the Transportation Trust Fund 
is being replenished and used only for transportation 
purposes. 

MarcusAlzona.com

Republican  /  District 16
Marcus Alzona

Founder & Chief Technologist for a science & technol-
ogy small business focused on Innovation at the 
fusion of the Internet of Things (IoT), Cybersecurity, 
Geospatial & Open Standards, Smart Cities, Connected 
& Autonomous Vehicles (CAV), and Unmanned 
Systems (UxS) / Drones. Principal Investigator for 
IoT/Cyber/Geospatial/Unmanned Systems Research, 
Project Manager, Systems & Software Engineer 25+yrs

We should all support the efforts by Governor Hogan 
and Lt. Governor Rutherford to fight for solutions to the 
heroin and opioid crisis and ultimately save lives. As a 
cancer survivor, I support the research of the National 
Institutes of Health and all the biotech non-profits and 
start-ups based here in Bethesda and Montgomery 
County, in their work towards solutions impacting all 
of humanity.

As a graduate of Montgomery County Public Schools 
(MCPS)’s Science, Mathematics, and Computer Science 
Magnet Program, and of the Head Start program for 
disadvantaged low-income students, I support ensur-
ing a quality education for all children in Montgomery 
and across Maryland. As a current MCPS parent and 
MCPS teacher’s spouse, we must support our teachers 
with technology, resources, and training.

We should all support Governor Hogan’s Traffic Relief 
Plan to bring innovative solutions to address the 
transportation challenges on Maryland’s most con-
gested roads, including I-495, I-270, and MD 295/The 
Baltimore Washington Parkway. Funding will be via 
Maryland Department of Transportation (MDOT) State 
Highway Administration (SHA)’s I-495 & I-270 Public-
Private Partnership (P3) Program.

susanleeforsenate.com

Democratic  /  District 16
Susan C. Lee

As a Senator and Delegate, I worked to pass laws to 
support K-12 education full funding, Pre-K, affordable 
college, clean environment, gun safety, affordable 
healthcare, mass transit, bioscience and cybersecurity; 
fight domestic violence, human trafficking, senior & 
child abuse and identity theft. Building on my track 
record, I can continue to do even more for my constitu-
ents and all Marylanders. 

As a legislator, I have worked to pass laws to ensure 
Marylanders have affordable healthcare and prescrip-
tion drugs; create the Reinsurance program; allow 
Attorney General to file suit to prevent drug price 
gouging; address long term care; and served as lead 
sponsor of Telehealth laws to save lives and increase 
access to underserved communities. Building on my 
track record, I can to do even more.

I continue to support increased funding for public 
school K-12, construction, modernization, safety & 
higher education; universal Pre-K; free/reduced meals; 
recruit/retain best teachers; affordable college & 
helped pass bills to create Education Lock Box to direct 
casino revenues to support, not supplant education 
funding & a new Interagency Commission for School 
Construction to obtain more funds.

I helped pass laws to have Metro dedicated funding, 
better governance and membership; safe and efficient 
mass transit; move forward the Purple Line; and to 
create the Transportation Lock Box to secure funds for 
transportation and the repair of roads and infrastruc-
ture that also created jobs. I will continue to work to 
ensure Maryland has a safe and efficient transporta-
tion system & infrastructure.

billday.org

Republican  /  District 16
Bill Day

I’m a Bethesda resident, dedicated husband and father 
with children in local schools, a small biz owner, a 
local attorney, a MSI soccer coach, and a Navy veteran. 
Maryland has been my home since I graduated from 
the Naval Academy and met my wife, a 4th gen. 
Marylander whose family owned the Rod N’ Reel in 
So. Md. I will take a commonsense approach to issues 
affecting our children and community.

Maryland declared a state of emergency in response to 
the heroin, opioid, and fentanyl crisis soon after. Gov 
Hogan took office. He set up an Opioid Operational 
Command Center to coordinate state and local agen-
cies, imposed a Prescription Drug Monitoring Program, 
limited the amount a health care provider can pre-
scribe, and strengthened laws to impose strict penal-
ties on distributors of fentanyl. 

More STEM education, school safety that protects 
children from predators, and accountability of school 
board. I support the Governor’s investment in educa-
tion and recent passage of legislation that requires 
school safety coordinators and behavioral health as-
sessment teams to identify students whose behavior 
pose a threat. The addition of a MC school Inspector 
General is a solid step forward.

D16 residents are employed and attend schools located 
throughout the region and depend on well maintained 
local roads, 495 and 270 and Metro system. Of major 
concern is the capacity of these roads to accommodate 
traffic that will increase with arrival of new businesses 
in Bethesda and Rockville I will work with the Hogan 
Administration to improve traffic congestion.

delegatearianakelly.com

Democratic  /  District 16
Ariana Kelly

During my eight years representing our community in 
the legislature I have earned elected and appointed 
leadership positions that give me critical experience in-
cluding Deputy Majority Whip, Subcommittee Chair on 
the Healthcare Committee, Chair of the Montgomery 
County Economic Development Committee, Chair of 
Joint Committee for Children, Youth & Families, and 
President of the Women Legislators.

Volatility in the individual insurance market is our 
greatest healthcare challenge. I support investigating 
the possibility of individuals and small groups being 
able to buy into the state employee insurance plan or 
into Medicaid. I also support and voted to fund a state 
reinsurance program. From a public health perspective 
we face significant healthcare disparities, and a tragic 
opoid crisis. 

I support ensuring access to high quality education for 
all of children through initiatives such as increasing 
school construction funding, universal access to pre-k 
and community college, and updated buildings and 
upgraded technology. This session, I co-sponsored an 
amendment to Maryland’s constitution that requires 
casino revenues be used to provide $500 million for 
our school. 

I support Maryland’s full commitment to $167 mil-
lion a year in dedicated funding for WMATA from the 
Maryland Transportation Trust Fund. I am a co-sponsor 
of the Maryland Metro/Transit Funding Act (HB 372). I 
am also supportive of enhancing WMATA oversight by 
strengthening WMATA’s Office of the Inspector 
General and placing the Maryland Secretary of 
Transportation or their designee on the Board.

Candidates for Delegate

http://www.jacobs4md.com
http://www.kingin18.com
http://www.fraserfor15.org
http://lilyqi.com
http://MarcusAlzona.com
http://susanleeforsenate.com
http://www.billday.org
http://www.delegatearianakelly.com


19

Candidates for State Senator and Delegates - District 16, 17
Responses were limited to 400 characters. Responses are shown exactly as provided by the candidates.
See page 15 for details about the offices of State Senator and Delegate.

Candidates for Delegate

None provided

Democratic  /  District 17
Jim Gilchrist

I was the Policy Director for the ACLU of Maryland 
for four years. During that time, I drafted bills, ed-
ited bills, brought together coalitions, testified, wrote 
testimony, lobbied, worked on amendments, created 
relationships with legislators and advocates, worked 
with advocates on opposing sides and was deeply 
enmeshed in the entire legislative process. This has 
prepared me for the job.

Again, the most significant health challenges are com-
ing from Washington. We need to control the rising 
cost of medical care and ensure access to quality care 
for everyone. This is not my area of expertise, so I look 
to work with advocates, medical professionals and 
legislators to address our challenges.

I support community schools, universal early educa-
tion and ensuring our kids are career and college-
ready. We need to fully fund our schools-that means 
stopping the voucher program and ensuring that 
the slot money supplements our education funding 
instead of supplanting it. I also support legalizing can-
nabis for adult use, with a percentage of the revenue 
going to support our public schools

saralove2018.com

Democratic  /  District 16
Sara Love

We need to address our traffic problems. People spend 
too much time in traffic, which is bad for our stress 
levels, our families and our environment. We need 
to fund the infrastructure necessary to move people 
towards mass transit rather than cars, and make tar-
geted investments to our road systems to clear some 
of the traffic.

None provided

Republican  /  District 17
George Ivan Hernandez

Candidates for State SenatorCandidates for Delegate

wangformaryland.com

Republican  /  District 17
Josephine J. Wang

cherylkagan.org

Democratic  /  District 17
Cheryl C. Kagan

Nominee for The House of Delegates, 2002 and 2010. 
Elected as Romney delegate to the RNC Convention, 
2012. Elected to the MoCo GOP central committee 
4 times. Appointed by Presidents Reagan/Bush and 
Bush Bush/Quayle. Member of Children and Youth 
Commission; Member of the Gaithersburg Senior 
Council; Member of Board of Director, BECII Condo 
Associé. Member of Saint Raphael’s Catholic Church

Drug over dose to address pain which comes from too 
many operations ! Knee and hip replacement, sports 
injuries and lack of alternative medicine such as herbal 
medicine from eastern countries. Not every ailment 
should be a cut by a surgeon! This is Not to dismiss 
doctors who prescribe way too many pain killers. 

No Common Core! Kids must have a knowledge base 
before they can make personal opinions of a subject! 
Funding for non public schools for parents to have a 
choice! Have 3 types of high school diplomas : academ-
ic, general and commercial as in trade school. Less em-
phasis on sports, but more on the academics. Religious 
Release half days to allow religious instruction.

Invest in Metro and the Ride on buses just like 
NYC. Congested 270 should be part of Gov. Hogan’s 
Transportation Packet. School transportation ought 
to work together with the Montgomery County Transit 
unit in order to save energy. Often a yellow school bus 
carries only one passenger.

With eight years as a member of the House of 
Delegates and four years as the Senator for the resi-
dents of Gaithersburg and Rockville, I offer experience, 
relationships, and accomplishments. As important 
as my Annapolis tenure is my career of activism and 
leadership at the federal, state, and local levels. I’ve 
worked on gun control, reproductive choice, run a 
charitable foundation and more.

Early disparities in health education and health care 
have an enormous impact on quality of life and op-
portunities to flourish. Reproductive health options 
and access to nutritious food are fundamental deter-
minants. “Obamacare” provided health care but has 
been undercut by this Congress & Prez. MD has worked 
to protect residents’ access. At the end of life, we all 
deserve compassionate choices.

We need to return public funds to our public schools! 
Siphoning off dollars to other institutions weakens 
the infrastructure of our educational system. Youngest 
students need early socialization and skills to help 
them succeed. High schoolers would benefit from 
internships & access to college credit. Our new law of-
fering free community college for mid-income families 
will provide opportunities.

Fundamental to economic development (including 
luring Amazon’s HQ2 to MoCo!) is our transportation 
infrastructure. In addition to “Smart Growth” and 
encouraging telecommuting to reduce traffic, we 
simply must continue to support Metro. $167M/year 
guaranteed is a good start. We need the Corridor Cities 
Transitway, increased use of the ICC (& the terrific ICC 
bus!), and the Purple Line completed!

I have served three terms in the Maryland House of 
Delegates where I have made health care, education, 
transportation and the environment top priorities. I 
have worked at the Maryland Department of Housing 
and for History Associates Incorporated. I have served 
on the Americana Center Condominium Board and on 
other non profit boards. My experience has prepared 
me for the many legislative duties.

Over 10 million people nationwide use the Affordable 
Care Act’s health exchanges to get health insurance. 
Under federal attack, these exchanges need state 
help. I support an insurer re-insurance fund to protect 
Maryland’s health insurance exchange. Maryland 
needs to continue its support of Medicaid and also for 
the CHIP program which provides access to health care 
for low income children.

I support the general election ballot initiative to 
phase in increases to the school operating budget of 
approximately $500 million over four years. This will 
help education across the state. I also support increas-
ing school construction funding to address the school 
capacity issue and to reduce portable classrooms. I 
would support bringing the 5% tax rate down to fund 
these if necessary.

The Transportation Trust Fund (TTF) provides funding 
for a range of transportation services. I supported an 
increase in the gas tax to fund the TTF. This has enabled 
increases in funding for Metro, for highways, for buses 
and roads. Transportation must continue to receive 
adequate funding.

marckorman.com

Democratic  /  District 16
Marc Korman

I have been privileged to serve as a Delegate from 
District 16 for the past four years. Prior to that service, 
I was involved politically as my district’s Democratic 
Party committee member. I also was involved civically 
as chair of the Western Montgomery County Citizens 
Advisory Board and an officer on the board of the 
Bethesda Urban Partnership.

The rising cost of healthcare is a major issue. Most at-
tention is on the individual market, but all Americans 
are spending an increasing proportion of income on 
healthcare. I support expanding our all payer waiver 
to cover more services and control costs. I also sup-
port legislation to create a Medicaid buy-in program 
or even single payer in Maryland, all to control costs 
while improving access.

I support increased funding for school construction, 
which is particularly important for our county and our 
high enrollment growth. This can be funded by con-
tinuing to increase the high enrollment growth grant 
and gaining efficiencies in the school construction 
process. I also support updating the state’s education 
funding formulas once the Kirwan Commission fin-
ishes its work later this year.

I have spent significant time in my first term on Metro. 
We are on the cusp of passing dedicated funding re-
gionally. There will be a need for significant, continued 
oversight of Metro, even as we also focus on other tran-
sit and transportation network improvements such as 
Bus Rapid Transit and the Corridor Cities Transitway. 
We should continue funding primarily from the 
Transportation Trust Fund.

District 17 continues next page
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I have spent my career in public service & education - as 
a high school teacher in Baltimore City, a school system 
administrator in DC Public Schools, & an advisor in the 
U.S. Senate. I know how to implement policy & I know 
how to write & pass laws to improve our community. 
I’ve worked across Maryland for progressive policies 
& will be able to build the coalitions needed to help 
Montgomery County.

Access to healthcare is a right, not a privilege. Our big-
gest challenges are the cost of care, providing coverage 
for those that don’t have it, & providing mental health 
supports. I will do whatever it takes to ensure every-
one has access to robust & affordable healthcare. I will 
work with our schools & providers to ensure we have 
adequate mental health professionals & destigmatize 
the issue.

My top 3 priorities would be 1) Access to universal child 
care & early learning opportunities; 2) Better career 
& technical education pathways so students have 
choices beyond a 4-year degree; & 3) Increased school 
construction resources. I would fund these by readjust-
ing the casino revenue to levels originally promised, 
which could raise $400 million annually & pushing for 
an online sales tax.

We should be investing heavily in expanding transit 
- including funding for Metro, more bus rapid transit, 
including on route 270, increased MARC service, ad-
dressing the “last mile gap” to get people from transit 
hubs to employment, & improving regional connec-
tions with Northern Virginia. I will also work to closely 
monitor & hold the state accountable for the Purple 
Line construction process.

I’m a senior leader in the House, having served as the 
Chair of the Montgomery County Delegation, House 
Majority Leader and now Chairman of the Environment 
& Transportation Committee. Professionally, I am an 
accountant and the CFO of a company in Rockville. 
My financial background and public policy experience 
make me uniquely qualified.

The top priority should be supporting the ACA and 
maintaining as close to a 100% insurance coverage 
level as possble given the hostility to universal cover-
age of the current federal government. Also, I support 
giving citizens and businesses the ability to drive down 
drug prices by participating in the state prescription 
benefit plan.

I support strong public schools. I look forward to the 
recommendations of the Kirwan Commission which 
will likely include expansion of access to pre-kinder-
garten, with a focus on early literacy. This session I 
supported a $400 million annual investment in school 
construction, including fast growing systems like 
Montgomery County. The revenues already exist in the 
budget for all these programs.

Candidates for Delegate

I am not a professional politician. I am a wife, mother, 
attorney, and primary caregiver to a parent with 
dementia, and I understand the stresses many vot-
ers face. My career has focused on legislative policy, 
developing, drafting and moving legislation. I am a 
skillful negotiator and enjoy finding common ground 
among disparate views. I am eager to go to Annapolis 
and solve problems.

The needs of our aging population, coupled with rising 
costs, are the most significant healthcare challenges 
in Maryland. Recent legislation passed by the General 
Assembly will help keep rates in check for the next 
few years, but it is not a long-term solution. I would 
support a hard look at a more flexible, expanded cover-
age system in Maryland, but I am wary of a full-scale 
single-payer system.

Early childhood education is critical to later success. I 
support the Kirwan Commission’s recommendation of 
universal access to Pre-K. Surplus funds from State-
sanctioned casinos should be used to supplement, not 
supplant, the Education Trust Fund. I remain concerned 
about the specific allocation needs of Montgomery 
County and hope to increase its allocation of state 
funds if elected.

My transportation priorities include the maintenance 
and funding of transportation projects in the State 
master plan, dedicated funding for WMATA, and the 
widening and adding of express toll lanes on I-270 in 
partnership with a private entity. In LD-18, addressing 
traffic on Connecticut Avenue, I-495, and near White 
Flint mall (if Amazon HQ2 comes to Maryland) are my 
top priorities. 

jeffwaldstreicher.com

Democratic  /  District 18Democratic  /  District 17
Kumar P. Barve Jeff Waldstreicher

kumarbarve.com

Candidates for State Senator and Delegates - District 17, 18

alcarr.org

Democratic  /  District 18
Al Carr

lindawillardfordelegate.com

Republican  /  District 18
Linda Willard

solomonforMD.com

Democratic  /  District 18
Jared Solomon
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Having represented District 18 since 2007 and re-elect-
ed twice, I have deep relationships and knowledge 
about the needs of my community. I am proud of my 
track record of success working to solve local problems 
& championing passage of over 30 bills through the 
House & Senate and signed into law. I am proud to be 
endorsed by Senator Van Hollen, Congressman Raskin, 
Teachers, Sierra Club & more.

Healthcare should be a right, not a privilege and we 
must make it more accessible and affordable. One 
challenge is our aging population. We need long term 
care options and medicaid policies that work well for 
elders and families. Another challenge is the inef-
ficiencies & administrative burdens of our insurance 
system. The ultimate solution is universal health care 
and a single-payer system.

I support a world-class school system that works for 
every student - this means fully funding our schools 
and supporting teachers and staff with training and 
resources. I did not vote for the expansion of gambling 
in Maryland but I do support using this revenue for 
education. I also support generating additional re-
sources through the enactment of fairer taxation such 
as combined reporting.

I oppose Hogan’s proposal to widen the beltway 
by adding privatized toll lanes. My transportation 
priorities include dedicated funding for Metro and an 
increased investment in MARC commuter rail, buses, 
and pedestrian and bicycle infrastructure. These can 
be sustainably funded via our existing transportation 
trust fund.

Born and raised in Montgomery County, I’ve been 
honored to serve in the Maryland House of Delegates 
for three terms. I’m now running for our vacant State 
Senate seat. I’m proud to represent our shared pro-
gressive values. And when it comes to constituent 
service--from power outages to potholes--I’m always 
happy to help. My office prides itself on being friendly, 
accessible, and responsive.

The sheer cost of healthcare is the most significant 
challenge facing many Marylanders. I support uni-
versal single-payer healthcare in the state, and have 
proudly cosponsored legislation to achieve just that. 
Until universal healthcare is possible, I have advocated 
for shoring up the Affordable Care Act in Maryland, in-
cluding re-instituting the individual mandate to help 
dramatically lower costs.

Passing universal pre-K is one of my top priorities. As 
a father of three young children, I’ve seen the stark 
difference that early childhood education can make 
in kids’ lives. This benefit should not be reserved only 
for those who can afford it. We must ensure that all 
Maryland children enter Kindergarten ready to learn. 
I would fund this through progressive revenue sources.

I strongly support smart growth and transit. That’s 
why I helped lead the fight for a massive investment in 
our Metro system. This historic law, which creates per-
petual dedicated funding, overwhelmingly benefits 
Montgomery County and will go a long way toward 
fixing Metro, expanding public transportation, and 
reducing traffic gridlock.

As the Chair of the ENVIRONMENT & TRANSPORTATION 
COMMITTEE, I strongly support sending road construc-
tion money to Montgomery County and took action 
this year to do that. Also as Chair I helped procured an 
additional $167 million to support the Metro system 
for new trains, buses, improved safety and +98% on 
time service.

I’m serving my second term on the Rockville City 
Council and previously led three citizen advisory 
boards. A scientist by training, I bring a facts-based 
approach to policymaking. In office, I’ve led progres-
sive reforms including banned smoking in outdoor 
dining areas, created a water conservation program for 
low-income residents, and sponsored a local law that 
protects law-abiding immigrants.

1) To address the opioid crisis, we need tighter limits 
on initial prescriptions of opioids. 2) Gun violence takes 
700+ Maryland lives a year. Let’s change state law to 
better protect the victims of domestic violence and to 
allow local governments to enact stronger gun control. 
3) We need paid family leave so anyone can care for 
an infirm family member or bond with their baby or 
adopted child.

A strong public school system is of vital importance 
to Maryland’s future. We should implement recom-
mendations from the Kirwan Commission, especially 
for addressing the achievement gap. We also need 
universal pre-K for four year olds, which will help them 
succeed throughout their entire lives. An important 
funding reform will be to put a lockbox on gambling 
revenues in the Education Trust Fund.

Public transportation is key to addressing traffic 
congestion. The approval of permanent, dedicated 
funding for Metro is a step in the right direction, but 
we need funding for other transit projects such as 
Bus Rapid Transit and expanding MARC service. We 
also need to make our roads safer for pedestrians and 
bicyclists by adopting Vision Zero (no deaths or serious 
injuries on any state roads).

juliepalakovichcarr.com

Democratic  /  District 17
Julie Palakovich Carr
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emilyshetty.com

Democratic  /  District 18
Emily Shetty

I am an attorney by training, and have spent the last 
decade working to advance progressive policies at the 
federal, state and local level. Professionally, I fight to 
ensure access to high quality healthcare for patients 
with kidney disease, rare diseases and cancer. Locally, 
I have served on numerous boards of local community 
groups and have been heavily involved in our local 
Democratic Party.

While the Affordable Care Act has undoubtedly provid-
ed an incredible benefit to many patients and families 
throughout the state by reducing the uninsured rate 
from 11.3% in 2018 to 6.1% in 2016, many families 
who are enrolled in plans through the Maryland Health 
Benefit Exchange have seen premiums skyrocket. I sup-
port establishing a single-payer system in Maryland.

I support investing in universal pre-K, and ensuring 
that higher need students are allocated more resources 
to provide services they require. Additionally, as the 
new state construction funding formula is crafted, I 
support it taking into account a county’s estimated 
growth rate so that each jurisdiction is not constantly 
playing catch up on its school construction funding 
needs. 

I support providing dedicated, bondable funding for 
Metro; expanding MARC services; and working with 
state and county officials to review common sense 
scheduling changes that could help improve the lo-
gistics and connectivity of our bus and train system. 
To fund, I support pricing carbon pollution from ad-
ditional sectors, and using the revenue collected to 
invest in reliable public transportation.

joncookfordistrict18.com

Green  /  District 18
Jon Cook

I have lived, worked, and paid taxes in this district for 10 
years. Both of my children have attended Montgomery 
county public schools and gone to Montgomery county 
recrecational camps all their lives. I have also been an 
active member of and participant in local politics dur-
ing this period. If elected I will use this experience to 
best represent the needs of our district and its people.

I support a real universal health care system, so that 
people no longer have to choose betwene their health 
and their rent or food for their children.

1. Universal pre-k in our public schools. 2. Bilingual 
education from pre-k through graduation available, 
we want to teach all of our students both english and 
spanish. 3. Ease school transfer guidelines so that 
families can send their students where they want not 
just where they are zoned. Id pay for the above with 
taxes as usual, as well as use money from casinos as 
promised. 

Transportation is a vital issue in the county. If elected, 
I would support more and varied high occupancy bus 
lines, more regular metro bus services and would fund 
this expansion via proper allotment of collected taxes.

http://www.yeswekhan.org
http://www.jeffwaldstreicher.com
http://www.amyfrieder.com
http://www.kumarbarve.com
http://www.mackfordelegate.com
http://www.alcarr.org
http://lilyqi.com
http://www.lindawillardfordelegate.com
http://andyvanwye.com
http://www.solomonforMD.com
http://www.tonypuca.com
http://juliepalakovichcarr.com
http://www.mackfordelegate.com
http://www.emilyshetty.com
http://www.mackfordelegate.com
http://joncookfordistrict18.com
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I have been a practicing lawyer for 29 years. Through 
my experience I have been learned to listen and under-
stand both sides of an issue. I have also learned how 
to ask good questions. I believe practicing attorneys 
are the most qualified to serve in the legislature since 
one of our main duties is drafting legislation. I also 
have developed patience as I deal with a lot of difficult 
people. 

The cost of health care is the most significant chal-
lenge. I’m open to a single payer system, but con-
cerned about the cost to the taxpayers. Alternatively, 
we must have more than 2 options in the exchange. I 
would also support expanding Medicaid.

First, we need more money back from the State. We 
are not getting our fair share, especially in light of the 
increasing population in our schools. We need more 
quality teachers to work with students in poverty. We 
also need funding to keep our schools safe. 

Having trained with Common Cause as a citizen lob-
byist, and studied under congressman Jamie Raskin’s 
Democracy Summer internship, I have a solid grasp on 
the machinations of drafting and passing legislation 
in the state. My active involvement in various activist 
and civic associations have also set a strong network of 
communication with my local legislators and constitu-
ents whom I will represent.

Healthcare insurance is still unavailable and not af-
fordable for many in the state. Because of Maryland’s 
unique All-payer waiver, we can expand it to lower 
prescription and overhead costs, promote local health-
care markets, and expand insurance availability and 
affordability to cover everyone in the state. I will also 
advocate acquiring the additional waivers for single-
payer in the state.

Public college with free or near free tuition, increased 
vocational training as an alternative to 4 degree 
programs, and setting a healthy ratio of teachers and 
counselors to students. Like how it was done with the 
casinos, I will push for marijuana legalization to open 
new revenue to be allocated to the education trust 
fund, and ensure a set amount goes directly to the 
schools. 

We must ensure continued funding of Metro to ensure 
reliability and affordable regional transportation. 
Next, we need to take a closer look at alternatives in 
transportation such as dedicated Express Bus Lanes on 
I-270, BRT, continued funding and investment in the 
Purple Line and investing more in MARC Train Service 
to provide more train scheduling. Dedicated funding 
from the State Budget.

As a former special educator, a local union president 
and a two-term delegate, I have learned that col-
laboration is essential to listen to diverse perspectives 
and work to bring groups with competing interests to-
gether to reach consensus. That has served me well in 
Annapolis and I have been appointed a Deputy Majority 
Whip and chair of the Insurance Subcommittee of the 
HGO Committee. 

Steeply rising healthcare costs not only hurt people, 
they will devastate our economy if not curtailed. We 
took some short term steps in the establishment of a 
reinsurance fund in the 2018 session. In the long term, 
I believe we must consider a single payer program that 
can be more than paid for by the amounts currently 
paid by individuals, employers and government. 

I look forward to the passage in November of a state-
wide referendum that would phase in 100% of the ca-
sino revenues to supplement educational funding. My 
priorities are universal pre-K, incentives for innovation 
and strong job-embedded professional development, 
including a residency program in collaboration with 
teaching colleges. 

My first priority is a thorough analysis of needs and 
options. There must be a strategic and comprehensive 
approach that includes all of the options, personal 
autos, ride shares, bikes, mass transit etc. This needs 
to be a joint state and local effort. 100% of the gas 
tax must be dedicated to transportation; we can also 
realign funds from current projects that are not effec-
tive or efficient. 

I do support widening 270 with reversible toll lanes. 
I’m open to the BRT, but concerned about whether 
people would use it. Cell phone use while driving is 
also a big concern. We need stiffer penalties for those 
who have cell phones in their hands while driving. It 
will cut down on accidents the flow of traffic.

Expansion of the Metro and MARC rail systems, as well 
as implementation of countywide Bus Rapid Transit 
systems. Redistribution of the state transportation 
budget will take much of the required funding from 
more costly road building projects that should be 
canceled like the ineffective widening of I-270 and the 
environmentally unfriendly M-83 expansion.

I have been actively in involved in civic and community 
organizations my entire adult life, including: 12 years 
as a member of the Maryland House of Delegates 
where I have served on numerous committees and 
joint committees, and I am currently the chair of the 
Subcommittee on Banking, Economic Development, 
Science and Technology. 

I support a single-payer health care system and 
voted for legislation this year that will help fund the 
Maryland Health Care Exchange. The state needs to 
remain proactive in minimizing prescription costs, 
particularly for our elderly residents on fixed incomes. 
Stabilizing the premiums of long term care insurance 
policies is also a priority of mine. 

I have advocated, and voted, for funding to ensure that 
Maryland has the best schools in the nation. I support 
recommendations that have come from commissions 
that were established to advise the legislature as to 
how best we can fund school operations and imple-
ment school construction and modernization. I am 
a fierce advocate for Montgomery County’s public 
schools and our educators.

The state needs to ensure that mass transit alternatives 
remain a priority of transportation funding. It is also 
important that funding for needed road improvements 
in Montgomery County are also a prominent focus of 
state road infrastructure plans. This past legislative 
session, the Governor and the legislature worked coop-
eratively to provide a much needed source of dedicated 
funding for Metro. 
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voteforcharlotte.com

Democratic  /  District 19

Democratic  /  District 19

Ben Kramer

Charlotte Crutchfield

benkramer.org

cullisonformaryland.com

Democratic  /  District 19

Bonnie Cullison

None provided

Republican  /  District 19

Helen Domenici

pastifordelegate.com

Republican  /  District 19

Dave Pasti

Assistant State’s Attorney for Montgomery County; 
Appointed by Montgomery County Council to serve 
3-year term on Merit System Protection Board; Elected 
by District 19 voters to serve 4-year term on the 
Montgomery County Democratic Central Committee; 
President of the Legislative District 19 Democratic 
Club; Member of Board of Directors Tivoli Home 
Owners Assoc.; and PTA President-Glenallan ES. 

We need to ensure that the costs to participate in the 
Maryland Health Exchange remains accessible for all 
Marylanders. This will require laws that will reduce 
or maintain the current costs levels for participation 
in the Maryland Health Exchange. Also, we need to 
ensure that prescription drug prices are transparent to 
all Marylanders with laws that will require that prices 
are communicated.

o Universal Pre-K. o Increase funding for school 
safety and security. o Expand capital funding for 
school construction. o Revise the school funding for-
mula to eliminate disparities in schools. o Autonomy 
in the school calendar. o Policies with goals to close the 
achievement gap. o Expand STEM Education. o Attract 
teachers with benefits and increased pay. Funded from 
Maryland Education Trust Act.

davidjeang4md.wordpress.com/

Green  /  District 19

David Jeang

Party / District

Website

Qualifications
How does your experience prepare you for 
the duties of this office?

Candidate

Education

Health Care

What education policies would you support 
and how would you fund them?

What are the most significant health 
challenges facing Maryland and how will 
you address them?

Transportation
What are your transportation priorities and 
how should they be funded?

Party / District

Website

Qualifications
How does your experience prepare you for 
the duties of this office?

Candidate

Education

Health Care

What education policies would you support 
and how would you fund them?

What are the most significant health 
challenges facing Maryland and how will 
you address them?

Transportation
What are your transportation priorities and 
how should they be funded?

District 19 continues next page

No response received by print 
deadline. See vote411.org for 
any late responses.

http://www.marckorman.com
http://www.voteforcharlotte.com
http://www.Cooper4MD.com
http://www.benkramer.org
http://www.landemarc1.com
http://www.cullisonformaryland.com
http://nuchhifordelegate.com
http://www.votejoehennessey.com/
http://www.pastifordelegate.com
http://www.delegatearianakelly.com
http://davidjeang4md.wordpress.com/
http://www.vote411.org
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I have worked as a regulatory attorney, and have 
represented refugees as part of my pro bono practice. 
I have served in the White House Domestic Policy 
Council for President Obama and as the Policy Director 
for Congressman Jamie Raskin’s 2016 congressional 
campaign. I’ve also served on the boards of the Action 
Committee for Transit and the Montgomery County 
Renters Alliance. 

Nearly 400,000 Marylanders lack health insurance, 
and millions more struggle with medical bills. Thanks 
to our successful All-Payer system, Maryland is well 
positioned to become the first state to create a single-
payer system and to serve as a model for the rest of 
the country. Also, we should regulate prescription 
drug manufacturers like public utilities so they cannot 
gouge residents.

I support: (a) universal pre-K for three-and four-year 
olds; (b) school construction funding; (c) commu-
nity schools with wraparound services; (d) policies 
to improve teacher recruitment and retention; and 
(e) reduced higher education tuition. I would pay for 
these programs by 1) increasing the income and estate 
tax on millionaires; (2) taxing legal marijuana; and (3) 
fixing the casino fund.

As your state senator I have built relationships around 
the state and practiced the type of principled and 
collaborative leadership I believe will benefit the resi-
dents of District 20. I have delivered for our community 
and I have been responsive to the needs of our district.

Our state needs to secure the individual market such 
that the cost of health insurance premiums are af-
fordable for all Marylanders. For instance, I supported 
legislation this past legislative session that creates a 
temporary Reinsurance program, which will help cover 
the most expensive claims from people insured on the 
Maryland Health Benefit Exchange.

I support the recommendations made by the Kirwan 
Commission to create greater incentives for teacher 
competitiveness and establish funding for universal 
pre-kindergarten. 

I support: (1) expanding the Red Line of the Metro to 
Olney, with stops in Aspen Hill and Leisure World; (2) 
all-day and weekend MARC service; (3) the Corridor 
Cities Transitway; and (4) Bus Rapid Transit. We should 
pay for more transit construction with (1) a carbon tax 
and (2) by diverting funds away from expensive road 
projects that only induce more congestion and sprawl.

I am proud to represent Maryland’s 20th legislative 
district and improve the lives of residents in our state. 
My legislative experience and record of successfully ad-
vocating for issues that make our community stronger 
prepare me to effectively represent constituents in an 
additional term. I have a strong record of championing 
issues like our environment, improving schools, and 
healthcare access. 

I am deeply passionate about ensuring access to qual-
ity, affordable health care for every Marylander. The 
most significant health challenge is the rising cost of 
health insurance in our state. Earlier this year, I worked 
with legislators to create a plan that will re-insure and 
offset the cost of health insurance for many residents. 

As a legislator, I have also helped craft a comprehen-
sive bill, the Protect Our Schools Act, that holds all 
schools accountable to the success of all students. To 
help fund our education system, I helped to close our 
state’s gaming fund loophole so that our schools and 
students receive the maximum supplemental educa-
tion revenue from our casinos.

I am passionate about safe, affordable, public transit. 
The implementation of the Purple Line is my top prior-
ity. This project impacts countless residents and busi-
nesses in District 20. I am working closely with small 
businesses, the Purple Line Partners and residents to 
ensure timely and helpful communication with mini-
mal disruption. As a red line rider, another top priority 
is Metro reform.

In effort to ensure Maryland continues to grow in a 
smart and sustainable manner we need invest in tran-
sit options like rail and rapid bus transit.

I currently serve as a consumer representative on the 
Maryland Board of Physicians and previously served as 
the governor’s representative on the Regional Institute 
for Children and Adolescents. I am a small business 
owner, and have worked with PTAs and youth, sports, 
political, and church groups to help children and fami-
lies. My husband and I raised our seven children here 
because we love MoCo.

Maryland’s most significant health challenges are 
skyrocketing insurance premiums and substance use 
disorders. I support Hogan’s work to reduce premiums 
by stabilizing insurance markets and expanding insur-
ance options. Using NIH evidence, I support expanding 
treatment options for addicts and oppose legalizing 
recreational marijuana, which will only worsen the 
addiction crisis. 

I support Hogan’s P-TECH schools, ACCESS initiative 
for K-12, BOOST scholarships, Maryland Smart Buy 
Program, Office of State Investigator General, and 
school safety measures passed last year. I support in-
creased school construction spending. Funding should 
come from existing sources and the education lockbox 
from casino revenues ($4.4 billion over 10 years). 

Candidates for Delegate Candidates for Delegate

vaughnformaryland.com

Democratic  /  District 19

Republican  /  District 19

Martha Schaerr

Vaughn Stewart

marthaformaryland.com

I’ve spent my career advancing social & economic jus-
tice as a grassroots organizer, nonprofit policy attorney 
and progressive political consultant. I’ve worked at or-
ganizations promoting civil liberties, election reform, 
women’s empowerment, immigrant rights, smart 
growth, & more. I’ve also been intimately involved in 
electoral politics, having managed campaigns for Rep. 
Jamie Raskin & many more.

Maryland’s unique “all payer” model restrains costs 
but needs to transition toward a system that provides 
universal, affordable coverage. We temporarily halted 
premium increases with insurance company fees, but 
may soon need a state individual mandate. We also 
need to constrain prescription drug costs at the state 
level & take back Congress to restore federal support to 
cover uninsured residents.

I am a supporter of universal pre-K, tuition-free 
community college, and robust funding for school 
construction & operations in Montgomery County. 
We have the fastest enrollment growth in MD, with a 
building’s worth of new kids enrolling each year. But 
to pay for this we need to end the practice of casinos 
taking home most of the profits, restore progressive 
income taxes & repeal estate tax cuts.

Sadly, Governor Hogan has proposed billions in new 
spending to widen highways, instead of investing 
in transit. Ironically, he also cut toll fees across the 
state, making new transportation funds dependent 
on private companies who will implement exorbitant 
tolls on “Lexus lanes.” We should reverse course and 
put funds into RideOn, WMATA, MARC & other transit, 
using his proposed highway funds.

davidmoon.us

Democratic  /  District 20

David Moon

SmithForMaryland.com

Democratic  /  District 20

Will Smith
Democratic  /  District 20

Jheanelle Wilkins

JheanelleWilkins.com

I support Hogan in funding District 19’s diverse trans-
portation needs: perpetual, dedicated funding for 
Metro, widening and tech improvements for I-270 and 
I-495, surface road improvements and maintenance, 
the Purple Line, and sensible Bus Rapid Transit proj-
ects. The Transportation Trust Fund and public-private 
partnerships are appropriate funding sources for these 
efforts.

Candidates for State Senator

I have over 20 years of experience in the private sec-
tor, I am not experienced in raising taxes, wasting 
taxpayer money, nor am I a career politician. Lastly I 
am a Republican!

The biggest health challenges facing Marylanders is 
Obama Care. We need to instruct our delegation to 
Congress to vote to repeal Obama Care.

We need to use all the workable possibilities for 
Education. We need to offer more options, especially 
to kids in under-performing county schools. We need 
charter schools, vouchers and home schooling as op-
tions. These would be funded by taking money from 
failed education programs and put towards things that 
work, like Charter schools and vouchers.

Republican  /  District 20

Dwight Patel

patelformaryland.com

We need more roads and should look at all possible 
transportation solutions. mass transit isn’t a silver 
bullet that will fix our transportation woes. I support 
the governor’s plans to widen the Beltway, I-270 and 
the Baltimore Washington Parkway. We can fund these 
by taking money away from what we give WMATA, 
MTA and use Hot Lanes. I oppose the BRT on 29 and 
Rockville Pike.

I have 20 years’ experience in Annapolis. I helped 
write and pass the Maryland Farms and Families Act. I 
worked with the Public Safety and Policing Workgroup 
and the Justice Reinvestment Commission on reform 
legislation and helped develop the policy guidelines. 
I championed the bill to establish the Commission on 
the School to Prison Pipeline and Restorative Practices 
and serve on the Commission.

Access to affordable, quality healthcare remains the 
greatest challenge. It should be addressed by a single 
payer state or multi-state system. Research also indi-
cates the significance of social determinants of health, 
so we must address social, economic, and environ-
mental factors to achieve health equity. This includes 
living wages, affordable housing, parks, and access to 
healthy food.

I’ll support policies that ensure all students are college 
and career ready, with a priority on ending the oppor-
tunity gap. We should invest in education by closing 
corporate tax loopholes (such as combined reporting 
and “throwback” taxes), increasing the percentage 
of gaming profits going to the education fund, and 
returning the estate tax to pre-2014 levels. 

Democratic  /  District 20

Lorig Charkoudian

lorigD20.com

I will prioritize public transit and pedestrian and bike 
friendly communities. We must ensure dedicated 
funding to Metro, build the Purple Line in a way that 
protects affordable housing and small local businesses, 
expand Bus Rapid Transit, and work with SHA to keep 
state roads safe for bikes and pedestrians. We can di-
rect transportation funds toward these efforts rather 
than widening roads.

http://www.samirpaul.com
http://vaughnformaryland.com
http://www.saralove2018.com
http://marthaformaryland.com
http://doctoralfordelegate.nationbuilder.com
http://www.davidmoon.us
http://www.kumarbarve.com
http://www.SmithForMaryland.com
http://www.JheanelleWilkins.com
http://www.saralove2018.com
http://patelformaryland.com
http://www.saralove2018.com
http://www.lorigD20.com


23

Responses were limited to 400 characters. Responses are shown exactly as provided by the candidates.
See page 15 for details about the offices of State Senator and Delegate.

Candidates for State Senator and Delegates - District 39

Party / District

Website

Qualifications
How does your experience prepare you for 
the duties of this office?

Candidate

Education

Health Care

What education policies would you support 
and how would you fund them?

What are the most significant health 
challenges facing Maryland and how will 
you address them?

Transportation
What are your transportation priorities and 
how should they be funded?

Party / District

Website

Qualifications
How does your experience prepare you for 
the duties of this office?

Candidate

Education

Health Care

What education policies would you support 
and how would you fund them?

What are the most significant health 
challenges facing Maryland and how will 
you address them?

Transportation
What are your transportation priorities and 
how should they be funded?

As an educator, nonprofit leader, union workplace lead 
and Congressional staffer, I have spent years working 
to better the lives of women, working families and im-
migrant families like my own. And that’s who I’ll be as 
a legislator. As a survivor of domestic violence, I fought 
to pass the Violence Against Women Act in 2013. I 
serve on the MC Board of Social Services, NARAL MD 
and Girl Scouts.

In short, we have no idea how Trump will dismantle 
the ACA and we need to protect Marylanders from 
whatever may occur. I support looking at ways to 
implement a single payer option, as it would reduce 
the financial burdens on both working families and 
small businesses. 

As an educator and daughter of a public school 
teacher, I know how vital it is to support public schools. 
Top policy priorities: early childhood education, low or 
no cost community college, student loan repayment 
options, and “community schools.” I would fund these 
measures by taxing marijuana as it becomes legalized. 

gabrielacevero.org

Democratic  /  District 39

I’m a union representative and organizer with UFCW 
Local 1994 Municipal and County Government 
Employees Organization where I represent county 
workers on workplace safety and contractual issues. 
I’ve also been on the frontlines of progressive fights 
such as criminal and juvenile justice reform, marriage 
equality, the Dream Act, automatic voter registration 
and environmental conservation.

Health care costs are too high, even for those with in-
surance. Too many hard-working families are saddled 
with medical debt; Dr. King once said that “of all the 
forms of inequality, injustice in health care is the 
most shocking and inhumane.” I believe healthcare is 
a right, not a privilege and every Marylander should 
be guaranteed access to quality healthcare through a 
single payer system.

I’m a firm believer in the promise of a good public edu-
cation; as Delegate, I’ll prioritize our public schools and 
ensure that our educators and support staff have the 
resources they need to meet the needs of every child. 
We can generate new revenue to fund our schools 
by instituting a carbon tax, as other states have, and 
closing corporate tax loopholes through combined 
reporting.

We must invest in smart transit solutions that allevi-
ates traffic, creates jobs while also ensuring cleaner air 
and healthier communities. Cars generate significantly 
more greenhouse gas pollution on a per passenger-
mile basis than transit systems. For every $1 we invest 
in public transit we gain $4 in economic activity. I’d 
like to see us invest in programs such Bus Rapid Transit 
(BRT).

lopezformaryland.com

Democratic  /  District 39

Lesley J. Lopez

It is long past time for the state to develop a compre-
hensive transportation solution, including offering 
more low-cost public transportation, environmentally-
friendly rail systems, and expanded highway systems. I 
support dedicated funding for WMATA to allow Metro 
to expand services, reversible lanes on I-270, develop-
ment of the Purple Line and increased public transit.

Gabriel Acevero

Reznikformaryland.com

Democratic  /  District 39

Kirill Reznik

Candidates for State Senator Candidates for Delegate

None provided

Republican  /  District 39

Al Phillips

FriendsofNancyKing.com

Democratic  /  District 39

Nancy J. King

Most of my adult life has been spent in public service 
from volunteering in our public schools; to my years of 
service on the Montgomery County Board of Education; 
to my election to the House of Delegates and then to 
the Maryland State Senate. I have a proven record of 
results and have worked tirelessly to enact legislation 
to enhance our public schools and improve our citizens’ 
quality of life.

The cost of health care, insurance and prescription 
drugs is significant and I continue to work with my 
colleagues to address these issues on a state level, 
although I believe that the real solutions must be done 
on a federal level. I am open to exploring any ideas 
that would provide our citizens with cost effective and 
equitable choices in managing their health.

As a member of the Commission on Innovation and 
Excellence in Education (the Kirwan Commission) we 
are exploring many different options to ensure that 
Maryland schools are improving and will be able to 
provide our children with the education they need to 
succeed in the 21st century. I co-sponsored legislation 
which would place a lock box on gaming revenues to 
supplement current education spending.

As a member of the Budget & Taxation Committee, I 
have worked with my colleagues to address Maryland’s 
transportation problems. I will continue to advocate 
for transportation dollars, especially for mass transit, 
as we cannot grow our businesses and economy with-
out a strong investment in our infrastructure. During 
this last legislative session we made a significant 
investment in Metro funding.

I have been a Maryland Delegate representing District 
39 since 2007, and have a strong track record of pro-
gressive leadership on issues related to healthcare, 
education, environment, and transportation. I also am 
proud of my record of providing effective constituent 
services. Outside of the legislature, I work as a federal 
government contractor and attorney specializing in 
government procurement.

Stabilizing the ACA marketplace and lowering costs 
are a priority in the short term. In the long-term, I am 
sponsoring legislation to provide for a single-payer 
style system that provides care at minimum cost to 
all of Maryland’s residents. This will not only eliminate 
high health care costs and health related bankruptcies, 
but will tackle our opioid and mental health epidemics 
as well.

I support full funding for public schools, both K-12 
and higher education. I have consistently worked to 
fund all of our state’s public schools, and fully support 
implementing the Kirwan and Knott Commissions 
to fully realize our school’s potential. I also believe 
we need to move towards at least debt-free higher 
education, and eventually moving towards tuition free 
higher education.

I believe in an all of the above approach. Potential 
highway expansions must becoupled with mass tran-
sit options, including expanded MARC, Corridor Cities 
Transitway, countywide BRT, and an eventual exten-
sion of Metro through Frederick County. Ultimately, 
we cannot build our way out of traffic congestion with 
roads, and mass transit and remote work options are a 
better long term solution.

VerelynForMaryland.com

Republican  /  District 39

Verelyn Gibbs Watson

The most important qualification a public servant can 
possess is perspective. I have been educated at HBCUs 
and Harvard. I have held non-profit and for-profit 
leadership roles. I am a wife, mother and immigrant, 
domestic violence survivor, entrepreneur. But most of 
all, I am an eternal optimist who believes that we gain 
more working together than we ever will tearing each 
other apart. 

Maryland was the first state in the nation to declare a 
state of emergency as it relates to the opioid crisis. In 
the first half of last year, over 1000 Marylanders died 
as a result of opioid addiction. I believe we will see the 
greatest impact by focusing on education and preven-
tion. We will still need programs and funding for treat-
ment, but attacking the problem before is starts is key.

Every child deserves the right to a quality education 
and yet the disparity in our system is evident. I would 
champion evidenced based policies to improve our 
school system. A major opportunity is early childhood 
education. We can help close the achievement gap by 
making sure every child starts Kindergarten, ready to 
succeed. Using the millions in unexpected revenue 
from the bag tax is a start.

Completing upcounty infrastructure projects that are 
already funded but constantly delayed would be my 
priority. One example is the Goshen Road Widening 
Project. It seems that often times priorities for else-
where in the county require the needs of those in the 
upcounty areas to take a back seat. I think completing 
projects that have already been funded and will ben-
efit us is just common sense.

No response received by print 
deadline. See vote411.org for 
any late responses.

http://www.gabrielacevero.org
http://www.lopezformaryland.com
http://www.Reznikformaryland.com
http://www.FriendsofNancyKing.com
http://VerelynForMaryland.com
http://www.vote411.org
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On the Ballot

Montgomery County Executive
(see Candidates on page 25)

 
Questions to candidates for Montgomery 
County Executive:

 QUALIFICATIONS: 
you for the duties of this position?

 DEVELOPMENT: -
ty’s growth while protecting the environment?

 BUDGET: With regard to the county’s budget, 
should programs be added, decreased, increased 
or cut? Give some specific examples of measures 
you would take to address the county’s projected 
budget deficit.

 TRANSPORTATION: What is your plan to address the 
county’s top transportation needs?

 DIVERSITY: As an elected official, what can you do 
to make sure that county government is engaging 
with and responsive to the diverse populations 
who live here?

 HOUSING: What action, if any, should county 
government take to increase the supply of 
affordable housing?

 JOBS: What role, if any, should the county govern-
ment play in encouraging economic development 
and job growth?

 PRIORITIES: What are your top three priorities?

Duties
The County Executive provides direction to all county 
departments and proposes plans, programs, budgets, policies, 
and legislation to the County Council. The County Executive also 
issues Executive Orders and Regulations and appoints residents 
to boards, committees, and commissions.

How Elected
Elected countywide.

Term
Four years. Limited to three (3) consecutive terms.

Salary
$190,000 per year

Website
montgomerycountymd.gov/exec/index.html

See page 25 for candidate responses. Responses are shown 
exactly as provided by the candidates. No edits of any kind 
have been made.

Vote for no more than one (1) candidate.

http://montgomerycountymd.gov/exec/index.html
http://www.vote411.org
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Candidates for Montgomery County Executive

nancyfloreen.com

Unaffiliated

Nancy Floreen

robindeliversforyou.com

Republican

Robin Ficker

marcelrich.org

Democratic

Marc Elrich
Party / District

Candidate

Website

Qualifications
How does your experience prepare you for 
the duties of this position?

Development
How would you manage the county’s 
growth while protecting the environment?

Budget
With regard to the county’s budget, should 
programs be added, decreased, increased 
or cut? Give some specific examples of 
measures you would take to address the 
county’s projected budget deficit.

Transportation
What is your plan to address the county’s 
top transportation needs?

Diversity
As an elected official, what can you do 
to make sure that county government is 
engaging with and responsive to the diverse 
populations who live here?

Housing
What action, if any, should county 
government take to increase the supply of 
affordable housing?

Jobs
What role, if any, should the county 
government play in encouraging economic 
development and job growth?

Passed Term Limits Charter Amendment with 70% 
vote, over opposition of both County Executive 

requiring unanimous Council vote for property tax 
increases over inflation rate, saving average home-

ANY Maryland Court experience---35,000+cases! 

Discharge, US Army

-
ible lanes. Our 2 opponents have done nothing for 

Montrose East Parkway. Widen Goshen Road, 

cameras.

Reserve. Our 2 Executive opponents jammed thou-
sands of units adjacent to Lake Seneca drinking 

Metro stops unlike terrible Council-unanimously-
approved Westbard plan that dumped 2,000,000 
sq ft new development onto already overcrowded 
roads and schools

Governor, Congress, Administration, DC, Virginia, 

of Montgomery County---Goodwill Ambassador! 

gridlock

estate transfer tax increases like those approved by 

dense housing only near Metro stops. 

hours with voters to hear new ideas, discrimination 
or unfairness accounts, hopes, suggestions. LISTEN! 

general counsel National Caucus of Black Aged by 

seek & learn from diversity of views

were 2 deciding votes for 9% property tax hike. 
They ok’d unnecessary 30% real estate transfer tax 

$400,000,000 debt has been increasing five times 

market increases, county’s reserve, pension and 
health benefit funds have underperformed

Responses were limited to 400 characters. Responses are shown exactly as provided by the candidates.
See page 24 for details about the office of Montgomery County Executive.

Priorities
What are your top three priorities?

-

Amazon HQ2, new FBI headquarters, fewer regs, 
better roads & mass transit, fair share state dollar$, 
no tax increases, less debt, challenging education. 
Every day a chance to excel! Any child could be next 

I didn’t like. County government will reflect that.

I’ve been the progressive leader on the County 
Council for 12 years and chair the Public Safety 
Committee. Before that, I was a Takoma Park 
Councilmember for 19 years, taught public school 
here for 17 years, and served on county transpor-
tation planning and master plan committees. I 
understand how government works, how to run an 
organization effectively, and how to advance social 
justice.

To reduce congestion, we need affordable, real 
transit solutions. My bus rapid transit (BRT) system 
connects people from where they live to where they 
work. We also need to make developers pay their 
fair share of infrastructure costs: we must ensure 
we have the schools and transportation needed to 
support the redevelopment of our community. Our 
Virginia competitors do this and they build projects.

We should increase density around Metro stations. 
But the county, because of developer influence, has 
increased density with insufficient infrastructure 
and ignored research-based definitions of walk-
ability and transit-oriented development. I am the 
only candidate who has never taken money from 
developers and I would reduce their influence to 
benefit communities and protect the environment.

Because study after study shows that quality of life 
is the most important driver of economic growth, 
the county should continue to focus on good 
schools, reduced congestion, improved transit, and 
green space. I also want to help people start and 
grow their own businesses by creating a robust 
variety of incubators, ensure a sensible and fair 
regulatory environment, and support employee 
ownership.

I have been a vocal supporter of preserving exist-
ing affordable housing in our master plans. I also 
support a limited rent stabilization plan that would 
focus on properties near transit stations. I have 
already passed major tenant rights legislation in 
Montgomery County and would like to build on the 
work I did on the Takoma Park City Council to help 
people move from renting to homeownership.

I intend to introduce a racial and gender equity lens 
into county government to require us to consider 
the likely impacts of all of our policy and staffing 
decisions on women and people of color. We must 
partner with communities and advocacy organiza-
tions to evaluate the results of those decisions. I am 
confident this lens would have immediate positive 
impacts in zoning and other policy areas.

We have rising needs but limited resources, so we 
need to restructure county government operations 
to make them more efficient. I will partner with 
our labor unions, who have endorsed me, to pivot 
people and resources to improve services. My plan 
for doing so is on my website and includes ideas 
like gainsharing (a labor-management partner-
ship) and a business process improvement system 
called Lean.

1) Close the opportunity gap and improve educa-
tional quality for all students, expanding pre-K, 
adequately funding schools, and raising family 
incomes. 2) Create jobs by improving the quality 
of life, building BRT, and promoting economic de-
velopment. 3) Restructure government to make it 
more efficient and equitable by partnering with our 
workforce and implementing a racial and gender 
equity lens.

As an At-Large Councilmember and two-time 
Council President, I worked with my colleagues to 
bring fiscal discipline; fund our schools; expand 
economic/workforce development and green busi-
ness certification programs; and helped communi-
ties reach consensus on key master plans, transpor-
tation and school facilities we needed. I also served 
on the Planning Board and as Mayor of Garrett Park.

I commit to building our master planned transpor-
tation infrastructure, including roads, transit, and 
pedestrian/bicycle networks. Another specific pri-
ority is extending regional Bus Rapid Transit service 
on Route 29 to Columbia and on I-270 to Frederick. 
Partnering with regional and state leaders, and 
embracing new ideas, is the best way to find cost-
effective solutions and reduce congestion. 

I will continue to advocate for and encourage smart 
growth - which includes preserving green space 
and our precious agricultural reserve - and envi-
ronmentally friendly incentives that concentrate on 
jobs and housing where we have the infrastructure 
to support it, protect residential neighborhoods, 
and allow our community to grow and thrive with-
out harming our natural environment.

I will significantly expand our efforts on job creation 
and retention, to build a thriving, innovation-based 
economy. We should partner with local employers 
to ensure they have access to a skilled workforce 
and investment capital, not demonize them. 
Growing our tax base must be an urgent priority, 
as it provides the revenues we need to improve our 
schools, mental health and other programs. 

I will direct agencies to work together for one-stop 
shopping for regulatory reviews, evaluate a steady, 
bondable revenue stream for the Housing Initiative 
Fund, and work to expand the low income housing 
tax credit program. I will create a smart growth 
partnership between the County and the commu-
nity to make sure we’re building the right types of 
housing in the right places.

This is a new kind of campaign, one that gives all 
residents a voice. Local government is not sup-
posed to be partisan, and my administration will be 
welcoming, inclusive and responsive, creating an 
atmosphere where all feel welcome to participate, 
and everyone’s needs are respected and addressed. 
I will reach out to every community to fill my team 
and all appointed positions.

I will ensure that tax dollars are used effectively and 
efficiently. Instead of raising taxes, the best way to 
avoid future cuts and fund our priorities is to ensure 
that our tax base grows. I’ll make that my top prior-
ity, then focus on education, school construction, 
workforce development, mental health, regional 
transportation solutions, and re-evaluate our role 
in the liquor business.

Jobs - Strengthen our economy, attract jobs, 
and grow our tax base. Schools - Dedicate an ad-
ditional $500M to school construction over the 
next 6 years, expand skills and technology-based 
education training and career pathway programs. 
Transportation - Invest in a balanced transportation 
network, follow through on master plans, work re-
gionally to extend bus rapid transit to neighboring 
counties.

http://BlairForMontgomery.com
http://nancyfloreen.com
http://www.berlinerformontgomery.com
http://www.robindeliversforyou.com
http://www.marcelrich.org
http://www.marcelrich.org
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Questions to candidates for Montgomery 
County Council:

 QUALIFICATIONS: 
you for the duties of this position?

 DEVELOPMENT: -
ty’s growth while protecting the environment?

 BUDGET: With regard to the county’s budget, 
should programs be added, decreased, increased 
or cut? Give some specific examples of measures 
you would take to address the county’s projected 
budget deficit.

 TRANSPORTATION: What is your plan to address the 
county’s top transportation needs?

 DIVERSITY: As an elected official, what can you do 
to make sure that county government is engaging 
with and responsive to the diverse populations 
who live here?

 HOUSING: What action, if any, should county 
government take to increase the supply of 
affordable housing?

 JOBS: What role, if any, should the county govern-
ment play in encouraging economic development 
and job growth?

 PRIORITIES: What are your top three priorities?

Duties
The Council is the legislative branch of County Government. 
Members of the County Council pass legislation, appropriate 
money to fund the capital and operating budgets, set county 
property and other local taxes, and make planning, zoning, and 
subdivision decisions. The Council makes appointments to the 
offices, committees, and commissions that report to the Council.  
It also exercises oversight over County programs.

How Elected
The Council has nine members, all elected at the same time, 
to four-year terms. Four at large council members are elected 
countywide, represent the residents of the entire county, and 
may live anywhere in the county. The county is divided into five 
council districts. Each of the five additional council members is 
elected by and represents one of the five council districts. Each 
voter may vote for four (4) at large candidates and for one (1) 
candidate from his or her district.

Term
Four years. Limited to three (3) consecutive terms.

Salary
$128,519 per year.

Website
montgomerycountymd.gov/council/ 

See pages 27 - 29 for candidate responses. Responses are 
shown exactly as provided by the candidates. No edits of 
any kind have been made.

may be found at vote411.org.

Candidates for Montgomery County Council are grouped by 
Council District. Your ballot will be specific to your district. 

Montgomery County Council Districts

On the Ballot

Montgomery County Council
(see Candidates on pages 27-29)

At Large Candidates .................... pages 27-28

Council District 1 .......................... page 28

Council District 2 .......................... page 28

Council District 3 .......................... page 29

Council District 4 .......................... page 29

Council District 5 .......................... page 29

Unsure of your Council District? See your Sample Ballot or go to 
https://voterservices.elections.maryland.gov/VoterSearch or 
call the Montgomery County Board of Elections at 240-777-VOTE.

Vote for no more than four (4) At Large candidates.
Vote for no more than one (1) candidate from your district.

http://montgomerycountymd.gov/council/
http://www.vote411.org
https://voterservices.elections.maryland.gov/VoterSearch


A lifelong resident, I have the most countywide ex-
perience and accomplishments of all the candidates 
running. I’ve been an activist on transportation, devel-
opment and disability access issues for over a decade. 
Most importantly, I’ve gotten results. I was engaged 
on big issues like Westbard, MCPS bus depot, keeping 
Damascus rural, Rockville Pike Plan. I have real-world 
business, budget experience.
If elected, my door will be open to all residents who 
need help on a personal or community level. In a 
County where 1-in-10 have a disability, I pledge to 
have one staff member who will specialize in disabil-
ity issues. Right now our corrupt County Council isn’t 
responsive to their constituents who speak English, 
much less a foreign language. Election winners must 
restore faith in good government.

27

None provided

Republican

I spent 10 years working in the US Senate and learned 
firsthand not only the legislative workings but, most 
importantly, how working across party lines and 
interests can get things accomplished. Additionally, 
I have owned my own development business for the 
past 25 years and understand balancing budgets and 
the impact of taxes and the local economy on small 
businesses and jobs.

Lack of affordable housing is a critical problem in 
Montgomery County. This is another area where we 
must seek joint solutions with the private sector.

Montgomery County has a culture of diversity and 
inclusion that can be reinforced by the County Council 
by consulting with diverse groups, seeking input and 
feedback, reaching out to diverse communities to staff 
various positions and ensuring that we do not tolerate 
divisiveness in any form.

Party

Website

Qualifications
How does your experience prepare you for 
the duties of this position?

Candidate

Diversity

Housing

As an elected official, what can you do 
to make sure that county government is 
engaging with and responsive to the diverse 
populations who live here?

What action, if any, should county 
government take to increase the supply of 
affordable housing?

Jobs
What role, if any, should the county 
government play in encouraging economic 
development and job growth?

hansriemer.com

Democratic

I have deep policy & political experience from Capitol 
Hill & the Obama Administration. But I’m guided by my 
experience growing up low-income in Silver Spring, 
son of an immigrant & acutely aware of disparities. 
From fighting for equity in our schools to running the 
county’s largest career exposure program, I have a 
record of public service stretching from Long Branch to 
1600 Pennsylvania Ave. 

Identify additional revenue sources for the Housing 
Initiative Fund to support affordable housing loans. 
Audit existing county land to identify parcels suitable 
for lease to developers that commit to mixed-use 
and mixed-income buildings. Higher density, mixed-
income development near mass transit. The current 
ratio of MPDU is not enough. 

Every citizen, no matter their ethnicity, race or income, 
should be able to avail upon county programs & ser-
vices. We must train for cultural competency at every 
point, from MCPS to MCPD and across county offices 
and keep equity as a top objective. My entire public 
life has been devoted to engaging underrepresented 
communities. I commit to continue that work. 

Party

Website

Qualifications
How does your experience prepare you for 
the duties of this position?

Candidate

Diversity

Housing

As an elected official, what can you do 
to make sure that county government is 
engaging with and responsive to the diverse 
populations who live here?

What action, if any, should county 
government take to increase the supply of 
affordable housing?

More small- and mid-sized business low-interest 
loans. More resources in the county’s Business 
Navigator’s Office, where a single person helps small 
business. Streamlined inspections and regulations that 
don’t sacrifice health or public safety, & lower hurdles 
to opening businesses. Encourage organic growth of 
locally-rooted enterprise. 

Jobs
What role, if any, should the county 
government play in encouraging economic 

development and job growth?

I am currently the Montgomery County Council 
President. Since 2010, I have worked through the chal-
lenging impacts of the Great Recession, while enacting 
policy initiatives such as reduced class size, expanded 
access to pre-K and afterschool programs, new STEM 
programs, raising the minimum wage to $15, paid sick 
leave, increased affordable housing, campaign finance 
reform, and more.

Housing is a top priority. My record: Raising the re-
quirement on developers to set-aside more affordable 
housing MPDU’s; Increasing funding to the housing 
trust fund to support affordable housing; New incen-
tives for housing developments that set-aside more 
affordable units; New master plans that will increase 
the supply of housing; code enforcement to maintain 
affordable housing quality.

As politics targets our neighbors for exclusion and iso-
lation, we must remain an inclusive community where 
everyone is valued and welcome. We must oppose 
using our police department to enforce immigration; 
support nonprofit services to new immigrants; expand 
non-English communication; strengthen school pro-
grams for immigrant children; ensure that our County’s 
workforce reflects our diversity.

Without a growing base of high-paying jobs, 
Montgomery County will not be able to fund our 
schools, parks, and libraries; and our families will not 
be able to provide for themselves. We must continue 
investing in our talent because our workforce is our 
strength. We must support biotech, cybersecurity, and 
local manufacturing. Education, transportation, and 
thriving urban areas are key.

Encouraging the creation of jobs is one of the highest 
priorities for the County. We need to start by control-
ling taxes and providing incentives for small busi-
nesses in particular. 

Chris P. Fiotes, Jr.

Hans Riemer

willjawando.com

Democratic

Will Jawando

RobertDyer.net

Republican
Robert Dyer

None provided

Republican
Penny Musser

I am a former CNN journalist and current executive 
director of a nonprofit serving our county’s youth. I 
have also spent 15 years as a civic leader championing 
progressive initiatives. I know how to institute proper 
oversight and instill accountability so that government 
programs are helping our residents and communities. 
I will be the watchdog to ensure our government gets 
things done right. 

I currently serve as vice chair of Montgomery Housing 
Partnership, the county’s largest nonprofit developer 
of affordable housing. I understand first hand how 
to preserve, protect and expand affordable housing. 
We need to create more units for individuals at all 
levels — seniors, workers and low-income residents. 
Current housing policies are inadequate and I will use 
my experience to improve them.

If elected, I would be the first LGBTQ member of the 
County Council. Diversity and inclusion are extremely 
important components of good and fair governing. 
We must increase our language support for non-
English speakers and hold official Council meetings 
at locations outside of Rockville and at times that can 
accommodate more participation from our diverse 
community. 

I will work hard to stimulate job growth so that we can 
expand the tax base. We can then use the new tax rev-
enue to support universal pre-K, expand public transit 
and increase programs for seniors, youth and those in 
need of healthcare, food and housing. Without new 
jobs, we will not have the revenue to provide these 
services. More jobs will increase the tax base so we can 
pay for new programs. 

EvanGlass.com

Democratic

Evan Glass

At Large candidates continue next page

At Large Candidates

Candidates for Montgomery County Council – At Large
Responses were limited to 400 characters. Responses are shown exactly as provided by the candidates.
See page 26 for details about the office of Montgomery County Council.

I support and would implement the recommendations 
of the County Executive’s Tenants Work Group, includ-
ing rent stabilization for older apartments. We simply 
don’t have money to fund new construction, so we 
must focus on preserving the affordable buildings we 
have, and acquiring new ones as opportunities pres-
ent. Reducing property/energy taxes will lower rents. 
Increase 12.5% MPDU req. near Metro.
Our impotent Council has failed to attract a single 
major corporate HQ here in 2 decades. We have a net 
loss of 2100 retail jobs since 2000. We must provide a 
business-friendly tax and regulation environment, and 
the Dulles Airport access international businesspeople 
require. Focus on high-wage jobs, such as aerospace, 
defense, and tech corporate HQs, and related research/
manufacturing facilities.

No response received by print 
deadline. See vote411.org for 
any late responses.

http://GabeForCouncil.com
http://www.shrutibhatnagar.com/
http://hansriemer.com
http://www.charlesbarkleyforcouncil.com
http://www.willjawando.com
http://www.RobertDyer.net
http://www.RobertDyer.net
http://www.rosemary4council.com
http://www.marilynbalcombe.com
http://www.EvanGlass.com
http://www.vote411.org
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I do not have experience within government. What 
I would provide is a different method on how to fix 
problems within our county. For example, I do not 
adhere to an overarching ideology that hinders my 
decision making. I am someone who will look at a 
problem and find the most efficient way to solve it. 
Whether that solution is “right” or “left” wing makes 
no difference to me.

Maybe it should not keep increasing property and 
regressive taxes that increase the cost of living? Other 
than that our council mandates a certain percentage 
of new development to have affordable housing. I’d 
make a decision to increase or decrease that mandate 
depending on what experts in the field prescribe.

If elected I would represent the most underrepresented 
group, young people. The majority of our council mem-
bers are in their early 50’s or late 60’s. I believe this is 
part of the reason a lot of issues within the education 
system regarding technology are overlooked. I’m also a 
Republican, another underrepresented group who has 
not had a member on the council in over a decade.

The role should not be to promote crony capitalism 
through supporting large tax breaks to a company like 
Amazon who everyone knows will leave after their tax 
breaks are up. The county should also get out of the 
alcohol business, to help restaurants. I think it is fair 
to assume that if the county can adequately reduce 
traffic congestion our county will be more attractive 
to businesses

I have served in the cabinet of County Executive 
Ike Leggett as Recreation Director since 2007, a 
Department with 3,000 employees and a $37 million 
budget. I have served on 37 boards, commissions, and 
advisory councils at the state, county, and non-profit 
level, which includes Chairing the Montgomery County 
Democratic Party. I know where we have been, where 
we are, and where we need to go.

I am a passionate advocate for affordable housing and 
will support expanding the Housing Initiative Fund, 
growing partnerships with non-profit and for-profit 
organizations to preserve and expand units, MPDU 
laws and zoning ordinances that promote affordable 
housing especially near transit systems. I also support 
the expansion of Ancillary Dwelling Units and more 
public and private partnerships. 

Our diversity is among greatest strength. As policy I 
support adding questions to employee interviews at 
all levels of government related to the importance of 
inclusion and cultural sensitivity and ensure that our 
workforce reflects the diversity of the communities we 
serve. I would ensure that government information is 
available in multiple languages and that we expand 
regional service centers.

Government should help create the conditions that 
ensure a strong economy both directly and indirectly. 
This includes ensuring that as a community we are 
strong in the areas of housing, transportation options, 
public schools, public safety, infrastructure, environ-
ment, secondary education, and that we maintain a 
high quality of life. Beyond that, we should focus on 
policy that supports businesses.

For over 40 years, I have resided in Montgomery 
County. I have lived in Bethesda, Rockville, Derwood, 
Olney and Silver Spring. Thus, I am aware of issues and 
concerns of many different locations in Montgomery 
County. That experience is valuable, since I am a can-
didate for County Council At-Large where my constitu-
ents are all residents of Montgomery County.

The Montgomery County Government should help 
raise the income of the working poor, so that they 
can afford housing in the county. I support expediting 
a $15/hr minimum wage for high school graduates. 
However, the $15/hr minimum wage would not apply 
to very small employers with less than 10 workers or 
less than $500,000 annual revenue.

I am proposing to change the current County Council (5 
geographic districts and 4 at-large districts) to a new 
County Council of 9 geographic districts. Thus, the 9 
geographic council members would live closer to their 
constituents, be more accessible to their constituents, 
and be more aware of the needs of their constituents.

Montgomery County should modify its minimum 
wage law to expedite the $15/hr minimum wage; but 
only for high school graduates, to provide entry level 
jobs (at the federal minimum wage) for high school 
students. Also, the $15/hr minimum wage should not 
apply to very small employers with less than 10 work-
ers or less than $500,000 annual revenue.

GabeForCouncil.com

Democratic

facebook.com/Banach4CC

Republican  /  District 1Republican

Shelly Skolnick Gabe Albornoz Richard Banach

None provided

I have an MBA in Finance, and a decade consult-
ing experience helping local governments improve 
operations. In education, I am a former teacher and 
been involved in education reform for more than two 
decades. As board member of MC Taxpayers League 
and working with MC Civics Fed, I have advocated for 
responsible gov’t, and have become very familiar with 
the our county operations and budget.

Current policies are not working - 34,000 are on the 
waiting list for housing vouchers. I want to review 
policies in place that reduce the stock of affordable 
housing. Seniors, police, fire fighters, and the middle 
class can’t afford to live here. I want to reduce costs 
and streamline the process for developing properties 
to make homes more affordable for everyone.

All residents benefit from a county that is more af-
fordable, with reduced taxes. Recent immigrants, 
especially, benefit from a business-friendly climate 
that creates jobs and rewards entrepreneurs. I would 
work for education alternatives and school choice to 
close the achievement gap, expand programs for high-
performing students, and meet the individual needs of 
a diverse student population.

It plays a big role including: 1) Creating a competitive 
tax system; 2) Eliminating regulations with costs that 
exceed intended benefits; 3) Simplifying the permit-
ting processes; 4) Providing needed transportation 
infrastructure; 5) Supporting world class schools, 
including school facilities, that keep up with growth; 
6) Creating incentives to businesses that provide job 
preparation and training

edamatetti.com

Republican  /  District 2

Ed Amatetti
District 1 District 2At Large Candidates 

Candidates for Montgomery County Council – At Large, Districts 1, 2
Responses were limited to 400 characters. Responses are shown exactly as provided by the candidates.
See page 26 for details about the office of Montgomery County Council.

timforcouncil.org

Green

I have worked for environmental and social justice 
causes--lobbying, testifying and organizing--including 
the effort to save Ten Mile Creek, to ban cosmetic use 
of pesticides, end the Dickerson incinerator, oppose 
ill-conceived road efforts such as the M-83, and fight 
for a $15 minimum wage. I worked to get the County 
Council to divest from fossil fuel companies.

We tear down more affordable housing that we put up. 
We should refurbish and retrofit older housing so that 
we maintain our affordable housing stock. We should 
examine the “tiny homes” efforts as a way to provide 
inexpensive housing for the homeless. I support man-
datory rent stabilization, just-cause eviction laws, and 
increasing county inspections of apartments to ensure 
they are up to code.

A third of the County’s residents are foreign born. Two 
of my children are from Guatemala. I support using 
all means available to the County to protect our im-
migrant population. I support making the county a 
sanctuary community. County authorities should not 
cooperate with ICE since they need a population that 
trusts them to effectively do their job.

County agencies have become increasingly unrespon-
sive and difficult to deal with-a result of one party rule 
that has lead to complacency and unresponsiveness. 
As a result, we have an anemic job growth record. 
County agencies must become more responsive to 
business needs. Small businesses should be encour-
aged, especially green businesses which can create 
thousands of sustainable new jobs.

Tim Willard

I’ve focused my career in public service on bringing 
people together to solve problems and improve how 
government works, scrutinizing billions in public con-
tracts to ensure transparency and accountability, re-
structuring Maryland’s $6B 529 College Savings Plans, 
providing programming for the County’s at-risk youth, 
and helping launch new statewide savings accounts 
for Marylanders with disabilities.

Given the magnitude of our affordable housing crisis, 
we need a comprehensive, all-in approach which must 
include both below market-rate and market-rate op-
tions: including greater investments and prioritization 
to increase funding to the Housing Initiatives Fund, 
establishing a countywide MPDU standard of 15% for 
all new construction, and an overall increase in hous-
ing supply to hold down costs.

Diversity is our strength – socially, culturally, and 
economically. It’s an opportunity to better prepare 
our students and better position our local businesses 
to compete and succeed in an increasingly global and 
interconnected economy. It does require proactive 
communication which is what I’ve always focused on 
while running organizations and large public agencies 
and serving diverse populations.

We must start by supporting our existing 32,500 small 
businesses and helping them grow, and capitalize on 
our core assets that make Montgomery County attrac-
tive beginning with forward-looking investments in 
education and transportation. I’ve been an outspoken 
and consistent advocate for both, including testifying 
this year in strong support for the first-ever dedicated 
funding source for Metro.

andrewfriedson.com

Democratic  /  District 1

Andrew Friedson

As a former member of the MD General Assembly 
and two-term member of the County Council, these 
experiences have allowed me to develop a great un-
derstanding of the inner workings of Government and 
develop relationships with Government, non-profit 
and private sector groups. This understanding and the 
relationships will help me to continue to be successful 
in addressing our most difficult challenges.

We need to continue to devote money to our Housing 
Initiative Fund that can incentivize developers to build 
more affordable housing units. In addition we must 
allocate more money to our rental assistance program. 
In our planning of future developments, we must insist 
on higher percentages of affordable units to ensure 
those that work in the County can live in the County.

Montgomery County is a leader because of our fabric 
of cultures. People of all nationalities call this region 
home and virtually every language is spoken here. 
We celebrate the cultural diversity that flows in our 
communities and need to support them through in-
clusionary practices on all fronts. Our new resolution 
promoting an equity lens for all legislation/policies 
also supports that vision.

The County privatized economic development through 
our economic development corporation. I believe this 
was the right decision as we need to continue to inno-
vate outside of the Government space. But the County 
must support the business environment through policies 
and incentives to small and medium sized busi-
nesses that are the lifeblood of our economy 
and provider of the majority of our jobs.

craigrice.org

Democratic  /  District 2

Craig L. Rice

http://SiddiqueForMoCo.com
http://GabeForCouncil.com
http://votestevesolomon.com
https://www.facebook.com/Banach4CC/
http://www.gracielariveraoven.com
http://www.wilhelmforcouncil.com
http://www.edamatetti.com
http://www.shrutibhatnagar.com/
http://www.timforcouncil.org
http://votestevesolomon.com
http://www.andrewfriedson.com
http://www.wilhelmforcouncil.com
http://www.craigrice.org
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Candidates for Montgomery County Council – Districts 3, 4, 5

Party

Website

Qualifications
How does your experience prepare you for 
the duties of this position?

Candidate

Diversity

Housing

As an elected official, what can you do 
to make sure that county government is 
engaging with and responsive to the diverse 
populations who live here?

What action, if any, should county 
government take to increase the supply of 
affordable housing?

Jobs
What role, if any, should the county 
government play in encouraging economic 
development and job growth?

Responses were limited to 400 characters. Responses are shown exactly as provided by the candidates.
See page 26 for details about the office of Montgomery County Council.

It has been a great honor to serve the residents of the 
County in various ways. I was Member and President 
of the Montgomery County Board of Education, from 
2004 to 2009. I have served as Member, and President 
of the Montgomery County Council, (2009 to present). 
Currently, I am Vice-President, Chair the Government 
Operations and Fiscal Policy Committee, and serve on 
the Education committee. 

I have led and supported every effort that can move us 
towards providing more affordable housing units. We 
have our MPDU program and our HIF as staples of this 
effort. In addition, we have required that every public 
facility proposed for construction, must be evaluated 
for possible housing co-location and already several 
projects have that housing component. 

As the first Latina and immigrant ever to be elected to 
the Montgomery County Council, I take this issue very 
seriously. We also know that 4 of the top 10 most di-
verse cities in the Country are in Montgomery County. 
It is all about expanding access to opportunities on 
every level, and addressing the existing disparities.

Our master plans, redevelopment and revitaliza-
tion projects play a vital role in encouraging or 
expanding job growth and economic development 
in Montgomery County. This is true in the Mid-East 
part of the County, which I represent. In addition, our 
Economic Development Corporation and WorkSource 
Montgomery, perform important functions in facilitat-
ing the branding and marketing of our County.

I’m a lifelong Montgomery County resident and a 
former small business owner. I previously served on 
the Gaithersburg Planning Commission, City Council, 
and as the Mayor of Gaithersburg. During my first term 
on the County Council, I passed legislation on mental 
health courts and a senior tax deferral. I’m also the 
only candidate in the District 3 race participating in 
public financing.

We need to increase the percentage of affordable hous-
ing in new construction. I support changing the MPDU 
law to require a minimum of 15% in all new residential 
construction developments, and I have been advocat-
ing to see what we can do to incentivize some new 
developments have 25% affordable housing. We also 
need a renewed focus on workforce housing.

As an elected official, I’ve worked with the various 
populations across District 3. I host regular town hall 
meetings and senior forums to meet with and hear 
directly from my constituents. It’s important to me that 
my staff at the County Council be able to communicate 
with and be responsive to all of the diverse populations 
in Montgomery County.

As a former small business owner, I understand that 
small businesses are the backbone of our economy. 
As Mayor, I made sure that Gaithersburg was open for 
business. We need to continue the County’s toolbox of 
programs and office assistance programs and we need 
to continue to work with the Montgomery County 
Economic Development Corporation (MCEDC) to en-
sure we’re welcoming to businesses.

sidneykatz.com

Democratic  /  District 3

nancynavarro.org

Democratic  /  District 4

Sidney A. Katz Nancy Navarro

I have 30 years of experience as a community 
organizer, nonprofit executive, State lawmaker & 
Councilmember. Since I joined the Council, we shrank 
class sizes, improved our transportation system, and 
strengthened our environment. This election will bring 
a large class of new elected leaders. I bring the experi-
enced leadership that is vital to build on past successes 
for the next four year term. 

Too many residents struggle to locate affordable 
housing. The County needs to continue to aggressively 
invest in this. This term we raised the transfer and re-
cordation tax which allowed us to increase the funding 
to the Housing Initiative Fund by approximately 60% 
in both FY17 and FY18. We also must maintain exist-
ing affordable units, which are often lost before the 
County government intervenes. 

Montgomery County has distinguished itself for de-
cades as a community where people of all backgrounds 
can feel safe and build a family. By doing so, we have 
built the third-most racially and ethnically diverse 
community in America. I expect county government 
to embody the values of inclusion, compassion, toler-
ance, opportunity and sacrifice for others. 

Most important, we must maintain our first-class 
schools and transit system. We must do more to sup-
port existing small and medium-size businesses while 
creating an attractive environment to new companies 
and top talent. We should support the Economic 
Development Corporation and insist on strong out-
comes. And we must prioritize high-road over low-
road economic development.

tomhucker.com

Democratic  /  District 5

Tom Hucker
District 3 District 4 District 5

No other candidates on the ballot

http://SiddiqueForMoCo.com
http://sidneykatz.com
http://votestevesolomon.com
http://www.nancynavarro.org
http://www.wilhelmforcouncil.com
http://www.tomhucker.com
http://www.vote411.org
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On the Ballot

Judge of the Circuit Court, Circuit 6
(see Candidates on pages 30 - 31)

Duties
Judges preside on the Circuit Court, which is a trial court that 
hears major civil cases and more serious criminal cases, such as 

from the District Court and certain administrative agencies. The 
Sixth Circuit of the Circuit Court serves Montgomery County.

How Elected
Elected Countywide. The state is divided into 8 Judicial Circuits. 
The General Assembly determines the number of judges in 
each circuit and county. When there is a vacancy, the Governor 

appointed Circuit Court judge then must stand for office at 
the first election that occurs at least one year after the vacancy 

may also run to fill the vacancy. All candidates run on both the 
Democratic and Republican primary ballots.

Term
Fifteen years, no term limit. Mandatory retirement age is 70.

Salary
$159,433 per year.

Website
montgomerycountymd.gov/cct/

 
Questions to the candidates for Judge of the Circuit 
Court:

 QUALIFICATIONS: -
pare you for the duties of this office?

 DISCRIMINATION:
discrimination based on race, gender, religion, 
disability, or poverty?

 COURT NEEDS: What are the greatest needs of 
Maryland’s court system and how can these be 
addressed?

See pages 30 - 31 for candidate responses. Responses are 
shown exactly as provided by the candidates. No edits of 
any kind have been made.

Judge, Circuit Court Montg. Cnty., MD; appointed 
7/6/17. UVA, Econ., ’78 with distinction; UM Law, 
’82. Family Magistrate, Circuit Court, ‘13 – ‘17, 
hearing family cases. 30-year private practice in 
all areas representing individuals, small businesses 
and children before the courts . Active public ser-
vice including Board Member Montg. Gen. Hosp/
Medstar Montg. Med. Center, ’96-’18; Chair ‘03-‘05.

Our system needs investment in legal representa-
tion for the poor, Drug Court, Mental Health Court, 
Veterans Court, Alternative Dispute Resolution, and 
mediation. Each sitting judge strongly supports ex-
pansion of these services and funding for enhanced 
pre-trial release services, drug treatment and 
addiction services, domestic violence awareness, 
mental health treatment and counseling services.

Each sitting judge is committed to providing fair, ef-
ficient, effective justice for all regardless of gender, 
race, cultural background, religious beliefs, and 
sexual orientation. We ensure that domestic vio-
lence victims, indigent defendants, self-represent-
ed litigants, disabled parties, non-English speakers, 
are each treated with respect, courtesy, and dignity 
and are given access to services.

Website

Qualifications
How does your experience prepare you for 
the duties of this office?

Candidate

Discrimination
How can the courts address discrimination 
based on race, gender, religion, disability, or 
poverty?

Court Needs
What are the greatest needs of Maryland’s 
court system and how can these be 
addressed?

As a litigator for 29 years, I have extensive experi-
ence handling complex trials throughout MD and 
D.C. I have tried over 120 jury trials to verdict and 
have argued cases before the Appellate courts. I 
have held leadership positions, such as Managing 
Attorney, which equipped me with the skillset to 
make difficult decisions in challenging situations 
that impact others with dignity and respect.

Our system needs investment in legal representa-
tion for the poor, Drug Court, Mental Health Court, 
Vetreans Court, Alternative Dispute Resolution and 
mediation. Each sitting judge strongly supports ex-
pansion of these services and funding for enhanced 
pre-trial release services, drug treatment and 
addiction services, domestic violence awareness, 
mental health treatment and counseling services

We are committed to providing fair, efficient, ef-
fective justice for all regardless of gender, race, 
cultural background, religious beliefs and/or sexual 
orientation. We must ensure that domestic violence 
victims, indigent defendants, self-represented liti-
gants, disabled parties, non-English speakers, are 
each treated with respect, courtesy and dignity and 
are given access to services

electsittingjudgesmcs.com

James A. Bonifant Jeannie E. Cho

I have been privileged to serve as a judge on District 
Court of Montgomery County for over 4 years. 
Before then, I was a prosecutor, a defense attor-
ney, a shareholder at a large firm, and I have run 
my own small firm. I was nominated and selected 
after undergoing a rigorous vetting process based 
on proven merit. I am proud to be the first Asian-
American judge appointed to the Circuit Court.

Our system needs investment in legal representa-
tion for the poor, Drug Court, Mental Health Court, 
Veterans Court, Alternative Dispute Resolution, and 
mediation. Each sitting judge strongly supports ex-
pansion of these services and funding for enhanced 
pre-trial release services, drug treatment and 
addiction services, domestic violence awareness, 
mental health treatment and counseling services.

Each sitting judge is committed to providing fair, ef-
ficient, effective justice for all regardless of gender, 
race, cultural background, religious beliefs, and sex-
ual orientation. We ensure that domestic violence 
victims, indigent defendants, self-represented 
litigants, disabled parties, non-English speakers, 
are each treated with respect, courtesy, and dignity 
and are given access to services.

electsittingjudgesmcs.com

Jill Reid Cummins

electsittingjudgesmcs.com

Candidates continue next page

Vote for no more than seven (7) candidates.

http://montgomerycountymd.gov/cct/
http://www.electsittingjudgesmcs.com/
http://www.electsittingjudgesmcs.com/
http://www.electsittingjudgesmcs.com/
http://www.electsittingjudgesmcs.com/
http://www.electsittingjudgesmcs.com/
http://www.electsittingjudgesmcs.com/
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Candidates for Judge of the Circuit Court continued

Appointed Judge Mont County Circuit Court Nov 2016. 
AA Mont college; BS, MS University. and JD American 
SpecialAgent FBI; Asst State’s Atty Mont County 
1988-2002; Asst U.S. Atty 2002-2016; Deputy Chief 
DOJ’s Organized Crime and Gang section 2014-2015. 
Community activities include Mont college Alumni 
Assoc Board of Governors (VP, 2016) and Rockville 
Human Rights commission (Chair, 2010-2011).

Our system needs investment in legal representa-
tion for the poor, Drug Court, Mental Health Court, 
Veterans Court, Alternative Dispute Resolution, and 
mediation. Each sitting judge strongly supports ex-
pansion of these services and funding for enhanced 
pre-trial release services, drug treatment and 
addiction services, domestic violence awareness, 
mental health treatment and counseling services.

Each sitting judge is committed to providing fair, ef-
ficient, effective justice for all regardless of gender, 
race, cultural background, religious beliefs, and 
sexual orientation. We ensure that domestic vio-
lence victims, indigent defendants, self-represent-
ed litigants, disabled parties, non-English speakers, 
are each treated with respect, courtesy, and dignity 
and are given access to services.

Website

Qualifications
How does your experience prepare you for 
the duties of this office?

Candidate

Discrimination
How can the courts address discrimination 
based on race, gender, religion, disability, or 
poverty?

Court Needs
What are the greatest needs of Maryland’s 
court system and how can these be 
addressed?

electsittingjudgesmcs.com

Debra L. Dwyer Kevin G. Hessler

Before becoming a judge, I was an attorney for over 
34 years, handling diverse and complex cases, both 
civil and criminal. I’m committed to the causes of 
diversity and advancement of women and mi-
norities, having served as a Commissioner on the 
Montgomery County Commission for Women (1996 
to 2005) and on the MSBA/Maryland Judiciary 
Select Committee on Gender Equality in the Courts. 

Our system needs investment in legal representa-
tion for the poor, Drug Court, Mental Health Court, 
Veterans Court, Alternative Dispute Resolution, and 
mediation. Each sitting judge strongly supports ex-
pansion of these services and funding for enhanced 
pre-trial release services, drug treatment and 
addiction services, domestic violence awareness, 
mental health treatment and counseling services.

Each sitting judge is committed to providing fair, ef-
ficient, effective justice for all regardless of gender, 
race, cultural background, religious beliefs, and sex-
ual orientation. We ensure that domestic violence 
victims, indigent defendants, self-represented 
litigants, disabled parties, non-English speakers, 
are each treated with respect, courtesy, and dignity 
and are given access to services.

electsittingjudgesmcs.com

Current Judge, Circuit Court for Montgomery 
County. UMD, Psych., ’88; U. Balt. Law, ’91, summa 
cum laude. Extensive 26-years of trial and appellate 
practice in complex civil & criminal matters. Co-
founder of Smith. Lease & Goldstein. Active in the 
Md. State & Mont. Co. Bar Ass’ns. Board Member, 
Voices for Children, Mont. for 16 years (President 2 
years). Mont. Co. native, graduated Woodward H.S.

Our system needs investment in legal representa-
tion for the poor, Drug Court, Mental Health Court, 
Veterans Court, Alternative Dispute Resolution, and 
mediation. Each sitting judge strongly supports ex-
pansion of these services and funding for enhanced 
pre-trial release services, drug treatment and 
addiction services, domestic violence awareness, 
mental health treatment and counseling services.

Each sitting judge is committed to providing fair, ef-
ficient, effective justice for all regardless of gender, 
race, cultural background, religious beliefs, and 
sexual orientation. We ensure that domestic vio-
lence victims, indigent defendants, self-represent-
ed litigants, disabled parties, non-English speakers, 
are each treated with respect, courtesy, and dignity 
and are given access to services.

Website

Qualifications
How does your experience prepare you for 
the duties of this office?

Candidate

Discrimination
How can the courts address discrimination 
based on race, gender, religion, disability, or 
poverty?

Court Needs
What are the greatest needs of Maryland’s 
court system and how can these be 
addressed?

electsittingjudgesmcs.com

David W. Lease Margaret Marie Schweitzer

I am a Montgomery County Circuit Court judge and 
had the privilege to serve as a District Court judge 
for 4 years. In both courts, I have presided over 
numerous cases. I was an Assistant State’s Attorney 
for 30 years trying over 150 jury trials and countless 
non-jury cases. Vetted by the bar and nominating 
committee, I was found to have the necessary intel-
ligence, integrity, and temperament. 

Our system needs investment in legal representa-
tion for the poor, Drug Court, Mental Health Court, 
Veterans Court, Alternative Dispute Resolution, and 
mediation. Each sitting judge strongly supports ex-
pansion of these services and funding for enhanced 
pre-trial release services, drug treatment and 
addiction services, domestic violence awareness, 
mental health treatment and counseling services.

Each sitting judge is committed to providing fair, ef-
ficient, effective justice for all regardless of gender, 
race, cultural background, religious beliefs, and sex-
ual orientation. We ensure that domestic violence 
victims, indigent defendants, self-represented 
litigants, disabled parties, non-English speakers, 
are each treated with respect, courtesy, and dignity 
and are given access to services.

electsittingjudgesmcs.com

Responses were limited to 400 characters. Responses are shown exactly as provided by the candidates.
See page 30 for details about the office of Judge of the Circuit Court.

http://www.electsittingjudgesmcs.com/
http://www.electsittingjudgesmcs.com/
http://www.electsittingjudgesmcs.com/
http://www.electsittingjudgesmcs.com/
http://www.electsittingjudgesmcs.com/
http://www.electsittingjudgesmcs.com/
http://www.electsittingjudgesmcs.com/
http://www.electsittingjudgesmcs.com/
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Judge, Court of Special Appeals

Duties
Judges preside in the Court of Special Appeals, the intermediate 
appellate court in Maryland. The Court reviews the actions and 
decisions of the Circuit Court and of the Orphans’ Court in cases 
brought before it. The Court, usually sitting in panels of three 
judges, decides if the trial judge followed the law and legal 
precedent. The Court of Special Appeals is composed of 15 judges: 
eight at large and one each from seven appellate judicial districts.

How Elected
When there is a vacancy on the Court of Special Appeals, the 

consent of the State Senate. Once appointed, the appellate 
judge holds the office until the first election that occurs at 
least one year after the vacancy happened. At that time, the 
sitting judge runs for an uncontested election for a ten-year 
term based on his or her record.

At large judges are listed on all Maryland ballots 

Voters are asked to vote Yes or No to continue the judge in office. 
No one is permitted to run against the judge. If the incumbent 
judge is approved, the judge faces another “retention election” 
every ten years to continue in office. If the incumbent judge is 
rejected by the voters, the post becomes vacant, and the governor 
makes a new appointment.

Term
Ten years, no term limit. Mandatory retirement at age 70.

Salary
$168, 633 per year. 

Website
courts.state.md.us/cosappeals

 
Questions to the candidates for Judge, Court of 
Special Appeals:

 QUALIFICATIONS: -
pare you for the duties of this office?

 DISCRIMINATION:
discrimination based on race, gender, religion, 
disability, or poverty?

 COURT NEEDS: What are the greatest needs of 
Maryland’s court system and how can these be 
addressed?

Vote YES or NO for continuance in office for both candidates.

Candidate Donald E. Beachley Matthew J. Fader

At Large Candidates

All Judicial candidates were invited to respond but provided no  
answers by the print deadline. Check vote411.org or 
lwvmocomd.org for responses submitted after the print deadline.

https://courts.state.md.us/cosappeals
https://www.vote411.org
https://www.lwvmocomd.org
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On the Ballot

Montgomery County State’s Attorney
Duties
The State’s Attorney is the chief prosecutor for criminal violations 
in Montgomery County. The State’s Attorney educates the public 

fairness in the criminal justice system, ensures access to the 
criminal justice system, promotes professional relations with 
judges and attorneys, and furthers the efficient use of criminal 
justice resources.

How Elected
Elected countywide. Candidates must be members of the 
Maryland Bar.

Term
Four years. No term limit.

Salary
$202,184 per year.

Website
montgomerycountymd.gov/sao/

 
Questions to the candidates for Montgomery 
County State’s Attorney:

 QUALIFICATIONS: -
pare you for the duties of this position? Give some 
examples.

 PRIORITIES: What are your top three priorities?

 RACIAL DISCRIMINATION: What specific action 
would you propose to avoid racial discrimination 
in prosecutions?

 ALTERNATIVES TO INCARCERATION: Would you 
provide alternatives to incarceration for individuals 
convicted of some crimes? Please explain.

johnmccarthy.us

Democratic

John McCarthy No other candidates

Responses are shown exactly as provided by the candidate. 
No edits of any kind have been made.

40 years of experience as an attorney, 37 years with 
Montgomery County State’s Attorney’s Office. State’s Attorney 
since 2006, Deputy State’s Attorney for 10 years prior.
Previously served as Chief of every division in the office. Trial 
lawyer with hundreds of major felony trials. First Maryland 
Prosecutor ever elected to American College of Trial Lawyers 
in 2007. Former President of the MSAA.

Hire a diverse workforce that reflects the diversity of MC. 
Establish empirical data that allows analysis of current charg-
ing and sentencing impact on the community. Maintain 
outreach relationships with diverse advocacy groups in 
the community, continue expansion of Truancy Prevention 
Program, of which 90% of current participants are members 
of the minority community.

1. Reduction of gang violence particularly homicides and 
armed robberies. 2. Expand protection of our senior popula-
tion which will grow to 260,000 individuals in MC by 2020 
against fraud, neglect and abuse. 3. Explore solutions to 
address Opiate epidemic that confronts Montgomery County 
and entire State. 4. Implement creative alternatives to incar-
ceration while maintaining public safety. 

Party

Website

Qualifications
How does your experience prepare you for the duties 
of this position? Give some examples.

Candidate

Priorities
What are your top three priorities?

Racial Discrimination
What specific action would you propose to avoid 
racial discrimination in prosecutions?

Alternatives to Incarceration
Would you provide alternatives to incarceration 
for individuals convicted of some crimes? Please 
explain.

We already provide a number of programs as alternatives to 
incarceration. Those programs include Teen Court Program, 
Teen Diversionary Drug Program, Adult Drug Court, newly 
established Mental Health Courts in both District and Circuit 
Courts, mediation division which settles hundreds of crimi-
nal cases each year, Truancy Prevention Program, and the 
Alternative Community service diversion program.

https://montgomerycountymd.gov/sao/
http://mscomptroller.weebly.com
http://www.johnmccarthy.us
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Montgomery County  
Clerk of the Circuit Court

Duties
The Clerk of the Circuit Court oversees the office that performs 
administrative duties for the Circuit Court. The Clerk’s office 
maintains records of court proceedings, court records such as 
deeds, issues business and marriage licenses, performs civil 
wedding ceremonies, and administers the Oath of Office to 
elected officials, judges, and certain county employees.

How Elected
Elected Countywide.

Term
Four years, no term limit.

Salary
$114,500 per year.

Website
montgomerycountymd.gov/cct/about-us/clerk.html

 
Questions to the candidates for Montgomery 
County Clerk of the Circuit Court:

 QUALIFICATIONS: -
pare you for the duties of this position? Give some 
examples.

 PRIORITIES: What are your top three priorities?

 AREAS OF NEED: What changes, if any, are needed 
to ensure effective and efficient operation of this 
office?

Responses are shown exactly as provided by the candidate. 
No edits of any kind have been made.

facebook.com/barbarameiklejohnforclerk

Democratic

Barbara H. Meiklejohn

I started with the judiciary as a cashier in 1975 and was elect-
ed Clerk of the Circuit Court in 2014. I have learned the court 
system from the bottom up, and I am the only candidate with 
knowledge of the daily operations of the Circuit Court. I serve 
on the MDEC, Rules, Forms, Juvenile Law, and Expungement 
committees. Experience matters, and I have over 42 years of 
experience within the judiciary.

The biggest area of change will be the implementation of 
MDEC. The Court will be going away from the paper case file 
and going to a paperless system. This will not only be a big 
change for the public and attorneys, but also for the employ-
ees. I have already begun the training processes, and under 
my continued leadership, the change from paper to paperless 
will be a smooth transition.

I plan to continue preparing for the implementation of 
Maryland Electronic Courts (MDEC), a statewide paperless 
computer system, continue with community outreach and 
education, including our current internship program and 
job fairs, and also, to advocate for my court staff to have the 
best possible resources to perform their duties timely and ef-
ficiently for the citizens of Montgomery County.

Party

Website

Qualifications
How does your experience prepare you for the 
duties of this position? Give some examples.

Candidate

Priorities
What are your top three priorities?

Areas of Need
What changes, if any, are needed to ensure 
effective and efficient operation of this office?

No other candidates

https://montgomerycountymd.gov/cct/about-us/clerk.html
http://mscomptroller.weebly.com
http://www.facebook.com/barbarameiklejohnforclerk/?ref=bookmarks
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Montgomery County Register of Wills
Duties
The Register of Wills assists the public with administrative 
processes concerning estates of deceased persons and safeguards 
wills of living persons. The Register helps the public to prepare 

collects Maryland inheritance tax on estates and probate fees, 

How Elected
Elected Countywide.

Term
Four years, no term limit.

Salary
$114,500 per year.

Website
registers.maryland.gov/main/montgomery.html

 
Questions to the candidates for Montgomery 
County Register of Wills:

 QUALIFICATIONS: -
pare you for the duties of this position? Give some 
examples.

 PRIORITIES: What are your top three priorities?

 AREAS OF NEED: What changes, if any, are needed 
to ensure effective and efficient operation of this 
office?

Responses are shown exactly as provided by the candidates. 
No edits of any kind have been made.

Republican

Dolores Reyes

My years of experience as a concerned citizen, voter and tax 
payer has sufficiently prepared me to successfully run for and 
operate the Register of Wills office. Prior experience is not 
necessary to run for a public office. A person can be a dish-
washer, former convict or a trash collector and possess the 
qualifications necessary to be a public servant.

To ensure effective and efficient operations of the Register 
of Wills office, I will be more responsive to all County citizen 
needs as they relate this is office. Most people in the County 
are not aware of this office or knowledgeable about the 
services it provides. This need to change and if elected I will 
change it.

My priorities are after winning the election: (1) to educate the 
citizens of Montgomery County about the duties and respon-
sibilities of the Register of Wills; (2) to work with other County 
Officials and the Board of Elections with efforts to identify 
and remove deceased people off the voter rolls.

Party

Qualifications
How does your experience prepare you for the 
duties of this position? Give some examples.

Candidate

Priorities
What are your top three priorities?

Areas of Need
What changes, if any, are needed to ensure 
effective and efficient operation of this office?

Democratic

Joseph M. Griffin

President Md Register of Wills (ROW) Assoc- 6 years 
National College of Probate Judges,Board- 6 years Board of 
Advisors for Md Local Government Investment Poll– 6 years 
Legislative Chair for Md ROW, Md ROW Automation Comm 
member Probate/Judiciary Subcomm to the Rules Comm 
Member Estates and Trusts Section of Md Bar Comm with 
ROWs, Orphans’ Court Judges, Attorney General Office and 
Comptroller

I will lobby for legislation allowing the Register of Wills and 
Orphan’s Courts to accept E-filings whereby saving time, 
money and space. Continue to enhance the Register’s on-line 
services to include an interactive website which will allow 
employees to assist with completion of forms and filings on-
line in order to bring services to the public rather than having 
the public come to the services. 

1st priority is providing efficient, professional and caring 
service to the public. The people we assist are experiencing 
a loss of a loved one. The staff must be knowledgeable and 
understanding. 2, Must adapt to the growing, aging and 
increasingly diverse population to maintain excellent service 
for all. 3, increase automation whereby improving availability 
of information and eliminating paper.

Vote for no more than one (1) candidate.

http://registers.maryland.gov/main/montgomery.html
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Montgomery County Sheriff
Duties
The Sheriff carries out court orders, delivers summonses, and 
executes bench warrants as the enforcement arm of the Court. 
The office transports and supervises inmates, ensures courthouse 
safety, and deals with court actions in the areas of child support, 
domestic violence, evictions, fugitives, and extradition. The 
Sheriff does not perform police or corrections functions because 
Montgomery County has separate County Police and Corrections 
Departments.

How Elected
Elected Countywide.

Term
Four years, no term limit.

Salary
$156,464 per year.

Website
montgomerycountymd.gov/sheriff/

 
Questions to the candidates for Montgomery 
County Sheriff:

 QUALIFICATIONS: -
pare you for the duties of this position? Give some 
examples.

 PRIORITIES: What are your top three priorities?

Responses are shown exactly as provided by the candidates. 
No edits of any kind have been made.

jaeforsheriff.com

Republican

Jae Hwang

As Sheriff, I will continue to work tirelessly for everyone to 
make this County safe for all, without fear, favor or prejudice 
of any kind. I will be guided by the core principles which have 
brought me fulfillment and success as a police officer, as an 
Army officer, and above all as a proud American: “Integrity 
and Leadership in the service of my County and my Country.”

The status-quo is not good-enough. To meet the challenges 
of the 21st century criminal, we must have a 21st century 
Sheriff ’s Office at the cutting edge of technology and law en-
forcement tactics. Most importantly, the Sheriff must stand 
united with the people he is elected to serve and protect. I 
will seek constant input from all individuals and ensure that 
exceptional service is provided to you.

Party

Website

Qualifications
How does your experience prepare you for the 
duties of this position? Give some examples.

Candidate

Priorities
What are your top three priorities?

darrenpopkinforsheriff.com

Democratic

Darren Mark Popkin

As Sheriff since 2010, I have efficiently managed a diverse 
agency with 185 employees and a $23 million budget. Rising 
through the Sheriff ’s Office ranks, I commanded all major 
divisions. As co-chair of the Police/Sheriffs’ Joint Legislative 
Committee, and past President of the Md. Sheriffs’ Assn., I 
have established expertise on local, state and federal criminal 
and civil law enforcement issues.

I will continue providing fair and impartial civil and criminal 
law enforcement services using a diverse work force; enforce 
new civil laws designed to identify and prevent felons and 
extreme risk individuals from unlawfully possessing firearms; 
and extend the Family Justice Center’s domestic violence 
reduction program and promote education that encourages 
healthy teen interpersonal relationships.

Vote for no more than one (1) candidate.

https://montgomerycountymd.gov/sheriff/
http://mscomptroller.weebly.com
http://www.jaeforsheriff.com
http://mscomptroller.weebly.com
http://www.darrenpopkinforsheriff.com
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Questions to candidates for Montgomery 
County Board of Education:

 QUALIFICATIONS: 
you for the duties of this position?

 ACHIEVEMENT GAP: What approaches would you 
support to address achievement gaps among stu-
dents from diverse ethnic and socio-economic 
backgrounds?

 BUDGET: If cuts to the MCPS budget were necessary, 
where would you make the cuts or reprogram 
funds?

 COLLEGE ALTERNATIVES: What options do you 
support for (1) non-college bound students and 
(2) students who need an alternative path to 
graduation?

 SCHOOL BUILDINGS: What steps would you take 
to address aging facilities, school capacity, and 
increased enrollment?

 SCHOOL SAFETY: What additional steps would you 
recommend to address school safety issues such as 
the opioid epidemic, gang problems, and bullying?

 PARTNERSHIPS:
Public Schools better integrate county and com-
munity services to enhance the educational experi-
ence of our students?

 PRIORITIES: What are your top three priorities?

Duties
The Montgomery County Board of Education is responsible 
for the direction and operation of the public school system. 
Members of the Board of Education determine and enforce 
policies that govern the Montgomery County Public Schools 
(MCPS). The Board’s responsibilities include, but are not limited 
to the following: selecting and appointing the superintendent 
of schools, adopting operating and capital budgets, establishing 
curriculum guides, and establishing school boundaries.

How Elected
The Board of Education is composed of two at large members 
who may live anywhere in the county and five members who 
must reside in the districts that they represent. The terms are 
staggered, with one at large and two or three district members 
being elected every two years. Elections for Board of Education 
members are non-partisan. All voters, regardless of party 
affiliation or the district in which they live, may vote for one at 
large candidate and one candidate from each district.

Term
Four years, no term limit.

Salary
$25,000 per year.

Website
montgomeryschoolsmd.org/boe

See pages 38 - 39 for candidate responses. Responses are 
shown exactly as provided by the candidates. No edits of 
any kind have been made.

may be found at vote411.org.

On the Ballot

Montgomery County Board of Education
(see Candidates on pages 38-39)

Vote for no more than one (1) At Large candidates.
Vote for no more than one (1) candidate in each district.

Candidates for Montgomery Board of Education are 
grouped by School District.

At Large Candidates .................... page 38

School District 1 ........................... page 38

School District 3 ........................... page 39

School District 5 ........................... page 39

http://montgomeryschoolsmd.org/boe/
http://www.vote411.org
http://www.vote411.org
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mariaforboard.comWebsite

Qualifications
How does your experience prepare you for the duties 
of this position?

Candidate

School Buildings
What steps would you take to address aging 
facilities, school capacity, and increased enrollment?

School Safety
What additional steps would you recommend to 
address school safety issues such as the opioid 
epidemic, gang problems, and bullying?

Partnerships
How can the Montgomery County Public Schools 
better integrate county and community services to 
enhance the educational experience of our students?

Maria Blaeuer

reiley4education.com/

As an MCPS parent, I have been an education advocate in MCPS for years, hav-
ing served on the Special Education Advisory Committee, the MCCPTA Special 
Education Committee, the boards of three schools’ PTAs, and work groups 
and panels. I’ve been awarded a Maryland PTA Lifetime Achievement Award, 
an MCCPTA Special Education Committee Outstanding Parent Award, and a 
President’s Volunteer Award.

Employ safety metrics in MCPS accountability framework. Implement with 
fidelity 2017-18 Safety Reports to prioritize safety while employing restorative 
practices. The SRs contain data-based strategies, using capital, tech, health 
curriculum, and human resources, to promote a safe and positive school 
climate, e.g., online school dashboards to report bullying & gang activity. 
Cameras on ALL buses.

Use accurate data (1) for CIPs that better reflect our growing / changing 
population (so we don’t build new schools that are soon at capacity) and (2) 
to support our true funding needs in Annapolis; take a cautious approach to 
non-traditional facilities and engage our parent community on CIP. Tackle large 
classes, which make targeted instruction increasingly difficult. Lower lead 
levels in water.

Addressing the achievement gap, including a pilot program for individual 
student learning plans, while expanding programs such as ACES, Linkages to 
Learning, and restorative justice practices to address the school to prison pipe-
line. Expanding access to public Pre-K (e.g., Head Start). Increasing effective 
educational opportunities for students with learning differences and/or special 
needs.

Julie Reiley

Responses were limited to 400 characters. Responses are shown exactly as provided by the candidates.
See page 37 for details about the office of Montgomery County Board of Education.

Candidates for Montgomery County Board of Education – At Large, District 1

District 1At Large Candidates 

Priorities
What are your top three priorities?

My student learning plans would link families to local resources and agencies 
to more effectively and efficiently unite students with the resources they need 
to be successful. Grow Linkages to Learning, which links MCPS families to com-
munity resources pertaining to social, health, and economic needs. Community 
schools are another consideration. More childcare facilities in MCPS buildings.

I am the parent two current MCPS students and an MCPS graduate, I am a for-
mer PTA officer, and I have been practicing education law on behalf of families 
for the past 10 years. I volunteer on the board of small charter school that serves 
at risk students, I have trained families, teachers and administrators on special 
education law and have experience working with federal education grants. 

I believe that schools should be healthy places for students physical and emo-
tionally. I support increasing the amount of school psychologists and social 
workers available to students, and seriously thinking about how we think do 
school discipline in MCPS to look at the child’s, school’s, family’s and communi-
ty’s needs holistically and ways to reduce student’s time away from instruction.

Two things - first we must plan for growth, and not react to growth. If we are 
reacting, we are too late and some of our students are already getting less then 
they deserve. Second, we must work together as a county for increased state 
support of education. We have had tremendous population growth, without 
a proportionate revenue increase; we need additional state fund for capital 
projects. 

1) stable, if not increased, state aide to Montgomery County for schools 2) 
increased teacher retention, especially of experienced teachers in lower-
achieving schools 3) better parent satisfaction with special education. All of 
these indirectly go to issues of equity and equality of access. I am also a sup-
porter of community schools and increased mental health services in schools.

I support community schools, increasing the number and depth of our com-
munity partnerships and exploring co-location agreements with other service 
providers to improve student and family access to needed resources. MCPS 
must partner meaningfully with all other child serving agencies in the county 
to ensure that services are well coordinated and all available resources are 
leveraged.

None providedWebsite

Qualifications
How does your experience prepare you for the duties 
of this position?

Candidate

School Buildings
What steps would you take to address aging 
facilities, school capacity, and increased enrollment?

School Safety
What additional steps would you recommend to 
address school safety issues such as the opioid 
epidemic, gang problems, and bullying?

Partnerships
How can the Montgomery County Public Schools 
better integrate county and community services to 
enhance the educational experience of our students?

Judy Docca

karlasilvestre.com

I am a lifelong educator who has taught English as a second language, STEM 
focusing on hands-on science, & truant boys. I work as Dir. of Community 
Engagement for Montgomery College & previously w/ the County Executive. I 
know Montgomery County very well. I’ve been a leader on closing the achieve-
ment gap & in my local PTA. I’m an MCPS parent & Latina immigrant who 
understands our changing county.

School climate is key to school safety, & staff & student leaders influence this. 
Schools should support peer-to-peer student initiatives on bullying & school 
violence. We need more partnerships w/ mental health organizations to sup-
port all students & especially those at risk of gang involvement & substance 
abuse. I would increase dialogue & understanding between police & our 
adolescent students.

I will cultivate better working relationships with the County Council so that 
school capacity is prioritized when new development is planned. We must 
think creatively about using non-traditional spaces for education where ap-
propriate and promote on-line courses and dual enrollment at Montgomery 
College. Finally, we must fight for more and innovative state funding to address 
our aging buildings.

-Recruiting/retaining outstanding teachers & principals that are diverse & re-
flect our student population. -Eliminating the opportunity gap. We must grad-
uate 100% of our students & offer career & technical education. -Demanding 
rigor so all of our students are college & career ready--from special education 
students to the newly arrived English-language learner to the gifted and tal-
ented student 

Karla Silvestre

Priorities
What are your top three priorities?

I currently manage partnerships county-wide & know that we have sev-
eral established models such as the Linkages to Learning programs & Wellness 
Centers that are successful. These are effective for families & students. MCPS 
should also fully adopt a “Community School” approach—where a school facil-
ity serves the entire community after school hours through partnerships with 
nonprofits. 

Judith R. Docca, B.A., Penn State, Romance Language and Literature; M.A., 
George Washington, Romance Language and Literature; Ph.D.,George 
Washington,Educational Administration. Teacher of Spanish and French; 
Human Relations Coordinator; Assistant Principal, Montgomery Blair High 
School; Principal, Argyle Middle School. Member, Board of Education for three 
terms. Founder, MCABSE 

Continually update in Health Curriculum clear information re opioid / heroin 
abuse. Work closely with Parent Advisory Groups, along with MC Council PTAs, 
to establish a recovery school(s). Establish regularly-scheduled meetings with 
MC police officers, school staff members and PTAs on how to identify evidence 
of gang membership, cyber bullying and potential suicide. 

The Council Te Council needs to set aside land for new school buildings when 
development is approved. I advocate re-purposing commercial buildings espe-
cially for special programs and middle schools. Continue to advocate for more 
of our share of State capital funding (MCPS is 17% of Maryland’s population and 
receives only 12% State capital funding).

My top three priorities are: 1) Closing the opportunity gap; 2) Hiring for more 
diversity and supporting our present employees in working conditions and 
compensation; 3) Making sure all students have equitable access to college, 
career / technology, advanced placement, international baccalaure-
ate programs and supporting rigorous programs in safe and well-
maintained schools.

Continue and enhance partnerships with Montgomery College, Universities at 
Shady Grove and U.MD--particularly in post-graduate courses in career / tech-
nology certification and medical. Continue to encourage university employees 
and members of the military service to train for teaching certification. 

http://www.timuredib.com
http://mariaforboard.com
http://twitter.com/RyanArbuckleMD
http://www.reiley4education.com/
http://www.timuredib.com
http://twitter.com/RyanArbuckleMD
http://www.karlasilvestre.com
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Responses were limited to 400 characters. Responses are shown exactly as provided by the candidates.
See page 37 for details about the office of Montgomery County Board of Education.

Candidates for Montgomery County Board of Education – Districts 3, 5

brendawolff.comWebsite

Qualifications
How does your experience prepare you for the duties 
of this position?

Candidate

School Buildings
What steps would you take to address aging 
facilities, school capacity, and increased enrollment?

School Safety
What additional steps would you recommend to 
address school safety issues such as the opioid 
epidemic, gang problems, and bullying?

Partnerships
How can the Montgomery County Public Schools 
better integrate county and community services to 
enhance the educational experience of our students?

Brenda Wolff

lynnamano.com

I am a 17year MCPS parent and education advocate at all levels, with unique 
experience in both high-achieving and high-FARMS schools. As PTA leader, 
Neighborhood leader, campaign volunteer and MCPS committee member 
(boundary, site selection, construction, achievement gap) I have proposed op-
tions and creative solutions to stall de facto segregation and address equity in 
our schools.

identify/address problems (behavior, addiction),to build trust, and teach/
model restorative justice to help prevent behavior problems and bullying. 
Cultural sensitivity training and trauma-informed counselors and support for 
addiction recovery in- and out- of- school programs are also important. 

-

planning.

-
-

Career Readiness for all students: challenging curriculums at all levels, GT, CTE, 
AP, IB, Special Needs. 

Lynn Amano

District 5

Priorities
What are your top three priorities?

MCPS can expand wraparound programs like Linkages to Learning and 
Wellness and afterschool programs. It can collaborate with County Health and 
Human Services to build relationships with the local community and tie them 
to available services, including making school space available to compatible 
programs and providing language-accessible information to parents.

I managed research concerned with resource allocation and improving 
outcomes for students at risk. I was also Program Manager for the National 
Assessment of Educational Progress, responsible for the overall administrative 
management and reporting of results as the “Nations Report Card.” These expe-
riences have given me a national perspective on issues relevant for the Board’s 
consideration.

Student achievement is impacted by their sense of security as well as their 
belief about being welcome in the school community. I support open and 
honest communication between schools and the community. I also support 
strengthening background checks on school employees and well as periodic 
rechecks, cameras in the buildings and buses, and participation in available 
nationwide databases.

I would work with our state delegation to bring a fair share of state resources to 
Montgomery County. I also believe that collaborating with the state on a more 
flexible school construction process will result in numerous efficiencies in time 
and money. I support public comment on and a continuous review of the pro-
cess by which we determine new construction and the process for renovation. 

The first is accountability. We need to ensure that our money is being spent 
on programs that work. The second area is universal Pre-K starting with our 
most vulnerable students. This will directly impact the achievement gap. I want 
to ensure equitable opportunities without regard to zip code. The third area is 
facilities. Students need safe spaces conducive to learning. 

MCPS and the County Council should look toward developing more effective 
partnerships to deal with issues that they both encounter that impact students 
and families such as Pre-K and health. An example of a joint effort that expands 
opportunity for students and exposure to various careers is Summer RISE. 
I support expanded public-private partnerships, especially for after-school 
programs.

Website

Qualifications
How does your experience prepare you for the duties 
of this position?

Candidate

School Buildings
What steps would you take to address aging 
facilities, school capacity, and increased enrollment?

School Safety
What additional steps would you recommend to 
address school safety issues such as the opioid 
epidemic, gang problems, and bullying?

Partnerships
How can the Montgomery County Public Schools 
better integrate county and community services to 
enhance the educational experience of our students?

patoneill.org

I am a 20-year veteran of the Board, I have served as President five times. I 
am chair. of the Policy Management Committee. Past President, Maryland 
Association of Boards of Education. I have experienced MCPS as a student (WJ),, 
parent (Whitman), and school board member I bring experience and wisdom at 
the local state and national levels. 

This is the time to invest in more mental health services, using productive 
partnerships with county and state agencies and community partners. We 
must invest in facility enhancements for state-of-the-art safety and security 
classrooms. I am pleased with our work on a recovery school for students suf-
fering from opiate and other drug addiction. MCPS’ anti-bullying policy must 
be enforced.

We need our fair share of funding from the state construction money. MCPS 
must have accurate student projection numbers, and non-capital solutions 
must be used when necessary. Our capacity needs are immense, we must 
explore alternatives to our traditional modes of construction and of financing, 
including use of non-traditional facilities that are less expensive than what we 
currently use.

We must continue to put our students first, invest in our staff to deliver top 
quality instruction and engage with our families to support student success. 
We must eliminate barriers to learning through investments in social, emo-
tional and mental health resources. We must provide schools that are healthy 
safe and secure. All students must graduate college and career ready.

Patricia O’Neill

Priorities
What are your top three priorities?

We must expand Linkages to Learning and school health clinics. We must work 
with non-profits to expand supports for students and families.In the 21st cen-
tury, data-sharing is also crucial. Traditional partnerships such as the NAACP, 
MCCPTA, Interages, IDENTITY are vital to the success of our students. We must 
continue to support and nurture them. We should be open to new ideas and 
partnerships.

District 3

No other candidates

http://www.timuredib.com
http://www.brendawolff.com
http://twitter.com/RyanArbuckleMD
http://www.lynnamano.com
http://twitter.com/RyanArbuckleMD
http://www.patoneill.org
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On the Ballot

Ballot Questions

In November, county voters will be asked to mark their ballots 
FOR or AGAINST two amendments to the Maryland Constitution 
and three amendments to the Montgomery County Charter. The 

their ballots.

present to voters for a decision. The state legislature or county 

voters, such as an amendment to the Maryland Constitution or a 
change to the County Charter.

The amendments are written in legal language because, if 
approved, they become part of a law, state constitution, or county 
charter. Voters often find it hard to understand the meaning of the 

The text for each of the five proposed amendments that will be on 
the November 2018 ballot is boxed, followed by an explanation of 
each issue. 

All Montgomery County voters can vote FOR or AGAINST the two 
State Constitutional Amendments and the three Montgomery 
County Charter Amendments

Montgomery County Charter Amendments. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .pages 43 - 45

State Constitutional Amendments.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .pages 41 - 42

Question 1:   Requiring Commercial Gaming Revenues that are for Public Education  
to Supplement Spending for Education in Public Schools

Question 2:   Same-Day Registration and Voting at the Precinct Polling Place  
on Election Day

Question A:  Redistricting Procedure – Composition of Redistricting Commission

Question B:  Property Tax Limit – Votes Needed to Override

Question C:   Merit System – Councilmembers’ Aides

Vote FOR or AGAINST
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See page 40 for an overview about Ballot Questions.

Ballot Questions – State Constitutional Amendments

Question 1
Constitutional Amendment (Ch. 357 of the 2018 Legislative Session) 

Requiring Commercial Gaming Revenues that are for Public Education  
to Supplement Spending for Education in Public Schools

State Budget, as supplemental funding for prekindergarten 
through grade 12 in public schools, the revenues from video lottery 
operation licenses and any other commercial gaming dedicated to 
public education in an amount above the level of State funding for 
education in public schools provided by the Bridge to Excellence 
in Public Schools Act of 2002 (otherwise known as the Thornton 
legislation) in not less than the following amounts: $125 million 

dedicated to public education in fiscal year 2023 and each fiscal 

show in the annual budget how the revenues from video lottery 
operation licenses and other commercial gaming are being used 
in a manner that is in addition to the level of State funding for 
public education provided by the funding formulas established 
by the Bridge to Excellence in Public Schools Act. The State 
Constitution currently authorizes video lottery operation licenses 
for the primary purpose of raising money for public education. 
(Amending Article XIX, Section 1(c)(1) and (g), and adding Section 
1(f ) to the Maryland Constitution)

Current Law: Maryland voters approved a constitutional amendment 
(Article XIX) in 2008 authorizing video lottery operations for the 
“primary purpose” of raising money for public education. The funds 
must be used to support programs in public schools, such as early 
childhood education, career and technical education, high school 
courses for college credits, training for public school teachers, 
improvement of school buildings and capital projects at community 
colleges and state-supported colleges and universities.

Proposed Change: 
in 2020, the Governor must include specified amounts from gaming 
revenues in the state budget for public education. These amounts 
must be in addition to, and not a substitute for, any other state 
funding for public education. The amendment would also repeal 
the provision that allows gaming revenues to be used for capital 
projects at community colleges and state-supported colleges and 
universities.

Origin of the Ballot Question: The 2018 session of the Maryland 
General Assembly passed legislation (SB 1122) proposing an 
amendment to the Maryland constitution to add more specific 

to fund public education.  A bill to amend the Maryland constitution 
does not take effect unless it is approved by the voters at the next 
general election.

Arguments FOR the amendment:

as intended and approved by voters.

law, rather than increasing the total amount of education funding.   

addition to other public education funding and cannot be used as 

Arguments AGAINST the amendment:

revenues for other state programs.  

fund capital projects at community and public colleges.

A vote FOR Question 1 means the Maryland constitution would 
be amended to specify that revenue from gaming be added to 
other state funding for public education and cannot be used as a 

A vote AGAINST Question 1 means the current provision in 
the Maryland constitution would remain in effect, under which 
gaming revenue is used for public education, but those funds 
may be in place of other mandated state funding for schools.

FOR the Constitutional Amendment AGAINST the Constitutional Amendment
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See page 40 for an overview about Ballot Questions.

Ballot Questions – State Constitutional Amendments

Question 2
Constitutional Amendment  (Ch. 855 of the 2018 Legislative Session)  

Same-Day Registration and Voting at the Precinct Polling Place on Election Day 

to close before Election Day. 
(Amending Article 1, sections 1 and 2, and adding Section 2A to the Maryland constitution.)

Current Law: 
days before an election. An exception allows people to register and 
vote in person during early voting at an Early Voting Center. They 
must provide proof of residence such as a driver’s license or other 
specified identification. Under current law a person may not register 
to vote at a precinct polling place on Election Day and vote on the 
same day.

Proposed Change: The Maryland constitution would be amended 
to authorize the legislature to pass a law permitting people to 
register to vote at a precinct polling place on Election Day and to 
vote on the same day.

Origin of the Ballot Question: The 2018 session of the Maryland 

amendment to the Maryland constitution to allow people to register 
to vote on Election Day and to vote the same day.  A bill to amend 
the Maryland constitution does not take effect unless it is approved 
by the voters at the next general election.

Arguments FOR the amendment:

early voting.  On-the-spot validation of a voter’s documentation is 
conducted before the voter is allowed to vote. These procedures 
could also be used for same-day registration and voting on 
Election Day.  

on Election Day and have not reported problems. 

Arguments AGAINST the amendment:

to voter fraud. 

registration forms are readily available.

A vote FOR Question 2 means that the Maryland constitution 
would be amended to allow the legislature to enact a law 
permitting people to register to vote at a precinct polling place 
on Election Day and vote the same day.

A vote AGAINST Question 2 means that the Maryland 
constitution would not be amended, and people would need to 
register to vote before Election Day.

FOR the Constitutional Amendment AGAINST the Constitutional Amendment
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See page 40 for an overview about Ballot Questions.

Ballot Questions – County Charter Amendments

Question A
Charter Amendment by Act of County Council

Redistricting Procedure – Composition of Redistricting Commission

Amend Section 104 of the County Charter to remove party central committees from the process for 
selecting the Redistricting Commission that is appointed by the Council every ten years to review 
the boundaries of Council districts, and providing that the Redistricting Commission must: 

   --  include at least one, but no more than four members of each political party which polled at 
least fifteen percent of the total vote cast for all candidates for the Council in the last preceding 

   -- include at least one member from each Council district. 

Current Law: The Redistricting Commission has nine members, 
chosen by the County Council.   Every ten years after the national 
census, the Council must choose a new Redistricting Commission. 
The Central Committees of each political party that polled at least 

preceding regular election (currently the Democratic and Republican 
parties) each submit a list of eight candidates. The Council chooses 
four from each list.  Each list must contain at least one individual 
who resides in each Council district.  The Council also chooses a 
ninth member of the Commission.

Proposed Change: The amendment increases the size of 
the Redistricting Commission from nine to eleven registered 
Montgomery County voters.   It allows the Council to appoint voters 
registered as Unaffiliated or with a recognized “third” party (currently 
Green or Libertarian). The Democratic and Republican Central 
Committees will no longer nominate candidates. Registered voters 
may apply to be on the Redistricting Commission without having 
to be pre-screened by the central committees. The amendment 
gives the Council more flexibility in the number of Democrats 
and Republicans to appoint - “at least one but no more than four 

Redistricting Commission would still have to include at least one 
member from each Council district.

Origin of the Ballot Question: The Charter Review Commission  
recommended this change so voters of Montgomery County will be 
more fairly represented on the Redistricting Commission.  In 1968 
when Section 104 was added to the Charter, most voters registered 

as Unaffiliated with any party or with a “third” party (Green or 
Libertarian), but they cannot serve on the Redistricting Commission.

Arguments FOR the amendment:

including those registered as Unaffiliated, Green or Libertarian in 
addition to Democrats and Republicans, more accurately reflects 
the current Montgomery County electorate.

moderate voices, less partisanship and more willingness to 
compromise.

from the nomination process may result in Commission members 
with a county-wide rather than partisan orientation. Central 
committee nominees may put too much value on the interests of 
their parties.

County-appointed commission that limits membership to partisan 
political groups such as Democrats and Republicans. 

Arguments AGAINST the amendment:

party members for membership on the Commission.

views of the Democratic and Republican Central Committees.    

redistricting decisions.

A vote FOR Question A means the County Charter would be 
amended to enlarge the Redistricting Commission to eleven 
registered voters and create the opportunity for Unaffiliated 
or “third party” (currently, Libertarian and Green) voters to be 
members of the Commission.  It also removes the role of the 
Democratic and Republican Central Committees in nominating 
Commission members and allows the Council more flexibility in 
the number of Democratic and Republican members to appoint 
(at least one but no more than four each).

A vote AGAINST Question A means the County Charter would 
not be amended. The Redistricting Commission would continue 
to consist of nine members, with eight members (four Democrats 
and four Republicans) chosen from lists of nominees provided by 
the Democratic and Republican Central Committees.

FOR the Charter Amendment AGAINST the Charter Amendment
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See page 40 for an overview about Ballot Questions.

Ballot Questions – County Charter Amendments

Question B
Charter Amendment by Act of County Council

Property Tax Limit – Votes Needed to Override

property that will produce revenue that exceeds the annual limit on property tax revenue set in 
that section. 

Current Law: The County Council is composed of nine members. 
Currently, “an affirmative vote of nine, not seven, Councilmembers” 

that is above an increase in the Consumer Price Index (CPI).  If 
there is a vacancy on the Council, there would be fewer than nine 
Councilmembers and no way to raise the real estate tax rate above 
the CPI increase during the period of the vacancy, even if all the 
Councilmembers supported the change. Current law does not 
cover situations in which the Council has fewer members than the 
specified nine.

Proposed Change: The ballot language recommends changing 
“an affirmative vote of nine, not seven, Councilmembers” to “an 
affirmative vote of all current Councilmembers.” Replacing the 
specific number of nine with “all current” Councilmembers would 
permit the Council to approve a property tax increase above the CPI 
increase no matter how many members are on the Council, as long 
as all of them agree.

Origin of the Ballot Question: The Charter Review Commission 

affirmative vote of nine, not seven, Councilmembers” was approved 
by voters in 2008. Before that time, an increase in the property 

Councilmembers. The current language makes it impossible for the 
Council to increase property taxes above the CPI increase without 
the unanimous approval of all nine members.

Arguments FOR the amendment:

still be needed to raise the property tax above the CPI increase, 
even if a vacancy reduced the number of Councilmembers.  

2008 referendum approved by the voters.  The vote to raise the 

Councilmembers. 

Arguments AGAINST the amendment:

“current Councilmembers” is not defined.

A vote FOR Question B means the County Charter would 

approve a property tax increase above the CPI increase, rather 
than the currently specified nine members.  It would allow the 
Council to approve such a property tax increase if there are fewer 
than nine Councilmembers. The current charter states that such 

vacancy reduces the number of members below nine.

A vote AGAINST Question B means the County Charter would 

nine Councilmembers to approve a property tax increase above 
the CPI increase would be retained. If there are fewer than nine 
Councilmembers, the Council would be unable to approve a 
property tax increase above the CPI increase until a change is 
made to the Charter or the  Council has nine members again.

FOR the Charter Amendment AGAINST the Charter Amendment
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See page 40 for an overview about Ballot Questions.

Ballot Questions – County Charter Amendments

Question C
Charter Amendment by Act of County Council (section 401 of the County Charter)

 Merit System – Councilmembers’ Aides

Amend Section 401 of the County Charter to permit each Councilmember to have one or more 
aides as non-merit employees, rather than the one confidential aide currently permitted. 

Current Law: Each Councilmember is permitted to have only “one 
confidential aide” who is not covered by the merit system rules for 
county employees.  Other Council staff are employed under the 
merit system that governs the human resource management of 
county employees, and includes rules for hiring, discipline, dismissal, 
appeal rights, salary and benefits.

Proposed Change: The new language would allow a Councilmember 
to hire more than one aide outside of the merit system.  It also 
removes the word “confidential” in the text describing the aides, to 
make it consistent with current practice. This provision applies to 
the staff who work directly for an individual Councilmember. Each 
individual Councilmember typically employs a staff of four or five, 
consisting of a Chief of Staff and Legislative Aides.

Origin of the Ballot Question: The Council proposed this 
amendment to give Councilmembers flexibility to hire one or more 

merit process.  The merit system rules, designed to ensure fair 
treatment of applicants and employees, can slow the hiring process, 
and delay making necessary staff changes. In addition, the merit 

their personal staff.

Arguments FOR the amendment:

personal staff without delays that may result from following the 
merit system rules.

work with him or her rather than one who fits a category described 
in the merit system rules. 

Arguments AGAINST the amendment:

merit system provides, such as rules about suspension, demotion, 
dismissal and appeal rights. 

hiring based on connections and political affiliation rather than 
on merit. 

merit system.

A vote FOR Question C means the County Charter would be 
amended to allow Councilmembers to hire more than one non-
merit system aide.

A vote AGAINST Question C means the County Charter would 
not be amended and Councilmembers will remain limited to 
hiring one non-merit aide.

FOR the Charter Amendment AGAINST the Charter Amendment
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Membership (tax deductible): Make check payable to LWVMC

Regular membership         $65.00

2nd member, same household       $32.50

Student membership         $20.00 (waived)

Join or contribute online at our website lwvmocomd.org and pay by credit card or PayPal or complete and mail the form below:

Name: _________________________________________________________ Phone: ___________________________________

Address: ________________________________________________ City, State, Zip: ___________________________________

Email: __________________________________________________

Join LWVMC!
The women and men (yes, men) of the League of Women 

Voters of Montgomery County promote good government through 
nonpartisan, grassroots volunteer work. We examine issues, 
educate citizens, register voters, and participate in advocacy. 
Membership includes a monthly newsletter.

Two Ways to Help the League

Donate to the League of Women Voters 

in the hands of the people by assisting residents to become 

support the publication of this Voters’ Guide, our forums and 
debates, the vote411.org

friend of the League.

1 2

Donation (tax deductible) to LWVMC Citizen Education Fund,

Make check payable to LWVMC-CEF

Amount: _______________

Mail to: LWV Montgomery County, MD, 12216 Parklawn Dr, Suite 105, Rockville MD 20852

LWVMC and LWVMC-CEF are both 501(c)3 organizations and your donation is tax-deductible 
to the extent approved by law.  A copy of the current financial statement of the LWVMC and 

Documents and information submitted under the Maryland Solicitations Act are also available, 

MD 21401, (410) 974-5534.

Contact Information

Montgomery County Board of Elections:
18753 N. Frederick Avenue, Suite 210
Gaithersburg, MD 20879-3121
Mailing address: PO Box 4333,  
Rockville MD 20849-4333  
www.777vote.org    
www.elections.maryland.gov 
Email: elections@montgomerycountymd.gov

24 hour information: 
240-777-VOTE (8683)
Tel: 240-777-8500 
        800-222-VOTE (8683)
FAX: 240-777-8560  
MD Relay/TTY: 1-800-735-2258

League of Women Voters of Montgomery County:
Citizen Education Fund    
12216 Parklawn Dr., Suite 105    
Rockville, MD 20852-1710

Email: lwvmc@erols.com
Web: lwvmocomd.org
Facebook: @lwvmocomd.org
Twitter: @mocomdlwv
Instagram: lwvmocomd

Help Montgomery County Voters Learn About Candidates and Issues
Share this Voters’ Guide with friends and family!
check for copies at Montgomery County public libraries, Giant 
Food stores, and regional service, senior and community centers, 
or call 301-984-9585 or email the League office, lwvmc@erols.com,  
for other distribution locations.

The interactive version of the Voters’ Guide, late responses 
from candidates, and responses from write-in candidate are at 
vote411.org. Portions of this guide have been translated into 
Spanish and are available on our website lwvmocomd.org.

https://www.lwvmocomd.org
http://www.vote411.org
www.elections.maryland.gov
mailto:elections%40montgomerycountymd.gov?subject=
mailto:lwvmc%40erols.com?subject=
https://www.lwvmocomd.org
https://www.facebook.com/lwvmocomd.org
https://twitter.com/mocomdlwv
https://www.instagram.com/lwvmocomd/
mailto:lwvmc%40erols.com?subject=
https://www.vote411.org
https://www.lwvmocomd.org


Three Ways To Vote
1. VOTE EARLY at a convenient time and location for you.  

See page 3 for all Early Voting Center locations.

2. VOTE BY MAIL (ABSENTEE) from home or away—
no reason needed. Applications available from www.777vote.org, 
call 240-777-8550, or at the Board of Elections (18753 N. Frederick 
Avenue, Suite 210, Gaithersburg, MD).

3. VOTE AT YOUR ASSIGNED POLLING PLACE 
on Tuesday, November 6. Go to your polling place. Polls are 
open 7 am to 8 pm. If you are unsure of your polling place, check 
your sample ballot or visit https://voterservices.elections.
maryland.gov/PollingPlaceSearch.

Over 98 Years of  Making Democracy Work.  

Nationally respected, locally engaged.

2018 GENERAL ELECTION: TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 6.  POLLS OPEN: 7AM - 8PM.

Non-Profit Org.
US Postage

PAID
Suburban MD

Permit #77

Why Vote? 
Your Vote Makes A Difference!  It’s about....

Community:  how to balance priorities such as health, 
housing, and parks. 

Education
the schools.

Environment:  how to protect natural resources and 
ecosystems .

Money:  how your taxes are spent.

Transportation:  how to balance the needs of drivers, transit 
riders, cyclists, and walkers.

VOTERS’ GUIDE
2018 GENERAL ELECTION

Produced By:

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS®

OF MONTGOMERY COUNTY, MD, INC.
CITIZEN EDUCATION FUND

The League of Women Voters wishes to thank the following:

Don and Nancy Bliss

Watkins Voter Empowerment Fund of the 
Montgomery Community Foundation

Montgomery County Council Community Grant

Charles Somerville and Ben Moser—Design Team

Frederick News Post—Printing and Publishing

We also thank our LWVMC members and office manager 
who contributed and volunteered hundreds of hours to 

prepare and distribute this Voters’ Guide.

FOUNDATION

Would you like to join or contribute to The League of Women Voters? See page 46.

http://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/elections/index2.html
https://voterservices.elections.maryland.gov/PollingPlaceSearch
https://voterservices.elections.maryland.gov/PollingPlaceSearch
http://www.vote411.org

