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Montgomery County FY 2022 Operating Budget 

Public Hearings, April 6-8, 2021 
 

Testimony by the League of Women Voters of Montgomery County 
 
The League of Women Voters of Montgomery County (LWVMC) has carefully examined the 
proposed Montgomery County FY 2022 operating budget. We applaud the continued use of 
technology to streamline budget expenditures and the use of energy-saving devices across 
many aspects of the budget. However, as the county continues to emerge from the COVID-19 
pandemic, some areas in the budget will require continued subsidization in order for these 
areas to survive and then to recover. We believe that more could and should be done with the 
received federal dollars to foster healthy growth that benefits all residents. The League submits 
the following comments on areas of particular concern: 
 
x Agriculture: The Office of Agriculture appears to be underfunded because of its newly assigned 

responsibilities associated with alcohol production, increased need for local food production and 
activity related to solar energy. We believe the Office of Agriculture should be adequately funded to 
meet the increased needs of the Agricultural Reserve. 

 
x Education: The League has strongly supported the Blueprint for Maryland’s Future and its 

emphasis on ensuring that all our schools are providing an excellent education for our students. We 
are glad to see funds for its implementation in this budget. Further, we recognize that Montgomery 
County Public Schools (MCPS) will be dealing with learning loss and emotional issues resulting from 
the COVID-19 pandemic. We support the allocation of funds that mitigate learning disruption across 
schools, focus on the most poverty-impacted schools, provide well-being support and address 
inequities resulting from digital learning.  

 
We continue to support MCPS participation in efforts to strengthen and expand high-quality 
early child care and pre-K programs so that all children arrive in kindergarten ready to be 
successful learners. We also support programs that prepare non-college-bound students for 
careers in fields where there is demand for their skills and opportunity for advancement. As 
strong supporters of efforts to combat climate change, we have been happy to learn that 
MCPS plans to invest in electric school buses. 
 

x Elections:  LWVMC strongly urges fully funding the County Board of Elections (BOE) budget 
request, not just at the county executive's level of submission. The BOE has experienced a 
structural deficit in its funding for several budget cycles. Initial FY funding did not recognize the high 
costs the board predicted it would incur. Those costs included items that the State Board of 
Elections (SBE) required counties to help pay for as well as other mandated state-controlled 
purchases. Montgomery County’s 2020 election cycle was an unqualified success, which garnered 
a national organizational award, the deep gratitude of the county’s voters and the council’s own 
recognition of the board’s outstanding efforts under terrible and constantly changing circumstances 
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and outside directives. LWVMC reminds the council that free and fair elections are at the heart of 
our government. The BOE and LWVMC share “the goal of providing Montgomery County voters the 
best voting experience possible."  This requires realistic funding of the Board of Elections so that it 
may continue to provide and maintain the policies, practices and hardware the county expects in 
every voting cycle. 

 
x Environment: The League is pleased that the Department of Environmental Protection has 

established its Energy, Climate, and Compliance Division and that one of the county’s stated goals 
is to be greener. We hope that the FY22 budget includes enough funding to get a good start on 
implementing the Climate Action Plan once it has been finalized. 
 

x Housing: LWVMC supports the return to an increase in dollars directed to the Housing Initiative 
Fund after a lean year caused by the virus. We were also pleased to see a substantial overall 
number going toward housing, when the various funds are all considered, especially the new HOC 
Housing Production Fund and the Housing Acquisition Fund adopted earlier. 

 
x Land Use: County land devoted to underutilized parking or defunct county offices should be used 

instead for the public good, such as for building missing middle or affordable housing. LWVMC 
supports increased parking fees but also believes that the county continues to have too much 
parking, especially free parking. 
 

x Transportation: The League applauds the county’s efforts to re-imagine bus routes for greater 
efficiency and to use advertising dollars from the private sector to enhance the public good. We also 
support the continued funding of “Kids Ride Free.” LWVMC believes buses should remain free for all 
residents during the pandemic. Every dollar spent by residents on buses is a dollar they could 
otherwise be spending in the local economy.  

 
The budget for the Purple Line tunnel in Bethesda should remain as originally planned and approved 
many years ago, which included a separate tunnel for pedestrians and bikers to allow the Purple 
Line traffic to run in two directions the entire length of the route. 

 

Diane Hibino & Kathy McGuire, co-presidents 
Linda Silversmith & Joan Siegel, co-vice presidents for action 
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