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            Convention 2017: Celebrating 50 years for LWV of Hendersonvillle 

The League of Women Voters of Tennessee celebrated fifty years of the League of Women Voters of 

Hendersonville at Convention 2017. Hendersonville Mayor Cleary welcomed the LWVTN Convention. He 

named the League one of the most important civic groups in Hendersonville's history and commended them for 

their ongoing efforts. At dinner Volunteer State Professor and league member Carole Bucy inspired the group 

to continue its efforts for good government. And of course, no birthday is complete without a cake! 

 

 

 

 

A Word After Convention 
By Marian Ott, President - LWVTN 

 

We had a well-attended, energized convention.  Kudos to LWV of Hendersonville for such a great job hosting!  

The engaged members at the Convention is a reflection of the incredible work being done by the local leagues in 

Tennessee. The League in Tennessee is growing!!! Membership is up by 100 members which is fabulous for us!  

There are new league units forming in Chattanooga and in Columbia.  

http://www.lwvtn.org/
mailto:LWVTenn@gmail.com
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Our goal is to quickly involve the new members so they become “leaguers” and are at the 

next convention.   

 

Voter Service 

The focus of the League of Women Voters is the Keys to Democracy – and here in 

Tennessee we have continued the very important work of encouraging our fellow citizens 

to register to vote, become informed and then VOTE!  Collectively last year we conducted 

over 70 registration events and have registered approximately 1500 voters --- and that 

doesn’t count the numerous voters whose registration status we confirmed or gave forms to 

send in later.   

 

Under Jo Singer’s leadership many of the local leagues participated in VOTE411. In 2016 

there were over 26,500 views of VOTE411 in Tennessee.  This is a significant increase – 358% -- over the 5600 

views of VOTE411 across the state in 2012.  In addition, most local leagues did additional voter guides and held 

various forums and debates for the voters to get to know the candidates.  And that is just the voter service work! 

 

Upcoming 

During its summer planning meeting, the LWVTN board will consider a special focus on redistricting.   If we are to 

be serious about redistricting reform, as a group we need to develop our expertise. This should start with 

understanding the current process and knowing what our local districts look like. If this is your passion, please let 

me know so you can join a state committee. (president@lwvtn.org) 

 

LWVTN will also continue monitoring changes to voter registration procedures with both the new online voter 

registration as well as the new voter list maintenance procedures.  All local leagues are encouraged to have 

observers at the local election commissions.  LWVTN has established an election group email list.  The purpose of 

the email group is to share election commission observation reports and other election information as well as pose 

questions to the group.  If you would like to be added to the list, please email president@lwvtn.org. 

 

Many thanks to the outgoing state board for all the time and dedication they gave the league over the last two years.  

Finally, thank each of you for giving your time and talent and membership fee to the league – and special thanks to 

those who were able to contribute to the fund drives – your contributions make possible the lobbyist and the 

administrative support.  

 

State League Efforts Over Last Year 

Our state priorities – and remember that is all of us-- have been the Keys to Democracy. In the last 2 years this has 

meant a focus on elections and Open Government – though that is not all we have worked on.  Below is a brief 

summary of some of the highlights of the LWVTN’s efforts: 

 

Elections 

• Online voter registration (enthusiastically endorsed by the league) will be here by September!!!  

• Successful advocacy for updating the voter registration list maintenance procedures in Tennessee.  Legislation 

successfully passed to end the practice of starting the voter purging process based on the voter not voting. 

• Poll Watching project – thank you to all the members who participated.  The League’s our presence at the polls was 

important. Because of the poll watching, the League was able to use this to complement the state election officials 

and to refute the comments about “voter fraud.”   
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Open Government 

• In 2015 the Legislature considered a bill to charge the public to view public records – in our words “a poll tax on 

being a citizen. The League had prominent testimony at related hearings…and the issue died. 

• There is a new requirement that every public entity have public records policy.  The League itself as well through 

our representative on ACOG, Vivian Shipe, provided comments.  This is something we will continue to monitor.  

• Legislator disclosure of trips paid by others (the League suggested this to Speaker Harwell last fall) and some 

version of it will likely be implemented. 

• In the fall of 2015 the League expressed concern to the Haslam administration about the lack of transparency in the 

process to determine whether to privatize maintenance services as well as the evaluation not being sufficiently 

comprehensive.  The League has recently urged legislators to request an Economic Impact Analysis to address the 

lack of a comprehensive analysis. 

 

Other Issues 

• Healthcare continues to be major focus of our state level advocacy – we are a member of the Tennessee Healthcare 

Campaign and league members Freda Player, Pat Post, Clare Sullivan and others have been major contributors to 

the advocacy for expanded healthcare coverage in TN.  Clare Sullivan has elevated the league’s profile in 

healthcare advocacy attending most meetings of 3 star committee meetings and offering cogent suggestions to the 

committee leaders.  

• Priority League Issues Thanks to our Action Chair Barbara Gay, the issue chair leaders, and all those who 

responded to Action Alerts.  We have been working to raise the league’s profile – members make the job easy when 

league advocates visit a legislator who proudly tells us he is a member of the league or thanks us for the good work.   

 
A Final Word:  

While it is easy to be discouraged about lack of progress on the expansion of healthcare and other issues the league 

advocates for, like instate tuition for dreamers, it is good to remember that we are the League of Women Voters. 

Our foremothers worked many, many years to get the right to vote! Let’s say healthcare expansion and instate 

tuition for Dreamers hasn’t happened YET!!! 

 

The Need for Redistricting Reform 
Reported by Hazel Thornton, Director – Elections & Redistricting 

 

We were fortunate to hear Senator Yarbro speak on the history of gerrymandering in the US, and the current state of 

affairs regarding redistricting reform in Tennessee. Throughout his engaging 

PowerPoint presentation, he used pie charts, maps, and numerous other graphics to 

illustrate statistics that explain how partisan gerrymandering unfairly impacts 

government representation.  

 

The highlights of the Senator’s presentation include: 

 

1. In Tennessee, districts are typically re-drawn after each US census  is 
taken. The majority party does the drawing. This system has been 
shown to provide a means for incumbent representatives to choose their 
voters, rather than allowing voters to choose their representatives.  

2. The number of competitive districts in Tennessee is at an all-time low. 
3. Tennessee ranks 50th in the nation in voter participation. 
4. The greatest challenge for reforming the redistricting process is making the reform itself non-partisan.  Pending US 

Supreme Court cases involving other states may help force Tennessee to form an independent re-districting 

commission. Another possible avenue is to litigate any partisan drawing after the 2020 census. 
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Transparent Government: The Cornerstone of Democracy 

Reported by Lynn Questell, Director – Elections & Redistricting 

 

Deborah Fisher, Executive Director of the Tennessee Coalition for Open 

Government (TCOG) and John Seigenthaler Chair of Excellence in First 

Amendment Studies at Middle Tennessee State University, addressed the LWVTN 

Convention. Observing that a viable democracy depends on citizens’ access to 

government activities and information, Ms. Fisher described TCOG as a nonpartisan 

non-profit organization focused on advocacy and research related to open government.  

She noted that TCOG is an alliance of many organizations including news media, 

LWVTN, Common Cause, ACLU and the Beacon Center. TCOG’s advocacy includes 

a help line to advise those seeking access to public records.  TCOG also provides a 

newsletter on open government. 

 

Ms. Fisher summarized some of the open government highlights of the 2017 legislative session.  One success, supported by 

both TCOG and LWVTN, was legislation to allow open records requests via email.  Another bill proposed an exception to the 

blanket exemptions to the Open Records Act possessed by the Tennessee Bureau of Investigation.  The proposal was to allow 

access to records of TBI investigations of local law enforcement shootings after completion of prosecutions.  Ms. Fisher noted 

that a wholesale review of the many exemptions included in the Open Records Act had been called for by legislative 

leadership. 

 

Ms. Fisher reported that TCOG was conducting an audit being designed to review the status of open government in Tennessee 

and the availability of government information to the public. The audit is to be conducted this summer.  TCOG is looking for 

volunteers.  You can reach TCOG through its website: http://tcog.info/ . 

 

 

Local League Experience with Candidate Forums 

Reported by Rynn Dupes, 2nd Vice President 

 

During the League of Women Voters of Tennessee 2017 State Convention a panel focused on voter services 

and issues with candidate-focused activities. We discussed specifically the challenges presented to Leagues by 

empty chair forums when candidates refuse to participate. The panel, moderated by Rynn Dupes from Knoxville, 

included: 

 

 

 

http://tcog.info/
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• Pat Bryan, Oak Ridge 

• Katrina Gay, Hendersonville 

• Debby Gould, Nashville 

• Peg Watkins, Memphis 

• Kory Wells, Murfreesboro/Rutherford 

 

The panel discussed ideas for alternative events to avoid the challenges of empty chair forums, such as inviting 

candidates to sit on a panel for issue based forums or inviting candidates to meet and greet type of events, including 

candidate “speed dating.” The group also discussed the importance of maintaining best practices in all voter 

services activities to protect the League’s reputation.   

 

Thanks to the League of Women Voters of Murfreesboro/Rutherford County for suggesting this important 

conversation and our very experienced panelists for their insight and ideas. 

 

 

Election Day Vote Centers: Rutherford County Pilot Project 
 

Rutherford County Election Administrator Alan Farley reported on 

his county’s upcoming Election Day Vote Centers project. Election 

Day Vote Centers enable any voter in the county to vote at any one of the 

county’s vote centers.  Election Day Vote Centers replace precinct-based 

voting which require each voter to voter in his/her designated polling 

place. Election Day Vote Centers are similar to Early Voting sites. 

 

Election Administrator Farley reported that his county was particularly 

interested in the Election Day Vote Center concept because of the many 

commuters to Nashville who live in Rutherford County. He noted that an 

Election Day wreck on I-24 could prevent some commuters from 

reaching their precinct voting place by 7.  He also noted that Election Day Vote Centers eliminate the problem of 

“fail safe” voters.  These are voters who have moved within the county but had not updated their address.  Under 

the current system there is cumbersome paperwork and the voter has to go to the new precinct to vote (before 7 

pm).  With Election Day Vote Centers, the voter’s address can be updated and a ballot provided at the same 

location. 

 

Mr. Farley reported on the very detailed planning being done for the Election Day Vote Centers.  There will be 

approximately half as many Vote Centers as current precincts.  The proposed Vote Centers will be scattered across 

the county based on both historic voting patterns as well as ensuring a convenient Vote Center for all areas of the 

county.  He noted that the location of the Vote Centers had to be approved by at least 4 of the 5 county 

commissioners. 

 

Election Day Vote Centers have the potential to be a convenience to voters – and administratively easier and 

perhaps less expensive to manage.  The League of Women Voters of Tennessee will be closely monitoring the 

Election Day Vote Centers in Rutherford County.  Based on experiences elsewhere, the Election Day Vote Centers 

can be either a convenience to voters or another barrier to voting – all depending on the implementation.  Based on 

Mr. Farley’s presentation on the thoughtful, detailed planning going into the Rutherford County pilot program, the 

League is optimistic that this pilot could be potentially be a model for other counties. 

 

—— 
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LWVTN Leadership 

 
 

Officers 
 

  President - Marian Ott, Nashville 

  1st Vice President - Debby Gould, Nashville    

  2nd Vice President - Rynn Dupes, Knoxville   

  Secretary - Judy Poulson, Knoxville    

  Treasurer - Lee Fairbend, Nashville  

   

Directors 
 

Voter Editor -  Kee Bryant-McCormick, Hendersonville   

Immigration - Lynda Burman, MAL Chattanooga 

  Director -  Leslie Collum, Murfreesboro 

 Education - Anne-Marie Farmer, Nashville 

  Director – Jo Ann Garrett, Oak Ridge 

  Action – Barbara Gay, Nashville 

  Member Outreach -  Sherry Hewlett, Memphis 

  Director – Claudia Lever, Oak Ridge 

  Environment – Joe McCaleb, Hendersonville 

  Elections & Redistricting - Lynn Questell, Nashville  

  VOTE411 – Jo Singer, Nashville 

  Healthcare - Heidi Thomas, Jefferson County  

  Elections & Redistricting Hazel Thornton, Nashville  
 

Nominating Committee  

Chair – Barbara DeVaney, Nashville; Faye Johnson, Murfressboro, & Freda Player, Nashville 

Office Administrator 

Tracy Depp 
 

 

                          


