
From the President, Marian Ott
Leagues across Tennessee provide AWESOME voter
service!

Despite the pandemic, leagues across the state continued to
assist voters with registration and provide information about
voting and candidates.

By the numbers:

● Over 3500 voters registered.
● Over 100 voter registration and candidate events held (most virtual)
● Over 350,000 voters reached with candidate and other election related

information.

League members rock!

League’s work is never done!
Many league members across the state have participated in the 21-day Challenge for
Racial and Social Justice. As a participant, I can attest to insights gained.  As President,
I have been thrilled by how quickly members have turned to apply these insights to our
on-going league work.  Of course, one 21-day exercise is not going to completely
resolve all the issues, but it has been a remarkable start.  Thank you to Linda Maccabe
for her leadership on this effort.

LWV of Tennessee (which includes all the local leagues across Tennessee!) continues
to advocate in the TN General Assembly with a focus on voter centric election laws and
accessible, open government so EVERY person can participate. See related column by
Debby Gould, 1st Vice President and Advocacy Chair.

1



From the President (continued from page 1)

Fundamental to having EVERY voice count are legislative districts truly representative
of the citizens. LWVTN with the local leagues across the state is participating in the
LWVUS People Powered Fair Map campaign. Tennessee legislative districts in the local,
state, and federal levels will be redistricted for the 2022 elections.  See related column
on this important effort by Mary Ann Reeves, state board member and chair of the
PPFM effort in TN.

LWVTN Convention 2021

The LWVTN Convention will be held (virtually) Friday evening, April 23 and Saturday,
April 24. Invited speakers will address priority areas for the league and hopefully will
include a speaker from LWVUS. Watch lwvtn.org and your email for more details!

Convention conducts the business of the league.  This year there is a proposed update
to the LWVTN positions (thank you to Jo Singer and committee for this very needed
review), proposed bylaws revisions (thank you to Leslie Collum and committee), a
proposed budget (thank you Lee Fairbend and committee), and recommended slate of
officers and board members (thank you Carol Straughn and committee).

I would like to thank the members for the privilege of serving as President and in this
role, spokesperson for the remarkable work being done across the state.  Membership
and thus League impact has steadily increased over the last several years.  I am
confident that with the proposed slate of officers, the League across Tennessee will
continue this awesome trend!

Marian Ott
President
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21 Day Racial Equity and Social Justice
Challenge
By Kalen Russell, LWVTN Program Coordinator

Last month, LWV members from across the state completed the YWCA’s 21-Day Day
Racial Equity and Social Justice Challenge. We convened via Zoom bi-weekly from
January through February, to discuss the assigned readings, our lived experiences, and
our hopes for a better future.

Each week’s materials related to a different theme. In turn, we explored readings and
statistics related to voting, education, criminal justice, and public health. Some of the
information we were presented with was familiar, and some was new. Whichever the
case, none of the topics were comforting in their exemplification of the inequities that
are an inherent part of many systems in our society.

The social injustices that are commonly highlighted in the media today, such as: voter
suppression, the school-to-prison pipeline, mass incarceration, and environmental
racism are not new occurrences. These injustices have deep and complex historical
roots. Their effects on the lived experiences and quality of life of many marginalized
groups are often normalized and dismissed, creating a public narrative that places the
causes of disenfranchisement or lack of opportunity on the individual rather than on an
unjust system.

While the League has advocated for many social and racial justice issues, there is still
much work to be done. These sessions have reenergized the League to continue the
work in a more informed way. We thank member, Linda Maccabe, for coordinating the
logistics of this challenge and allowing us the space to learn and grow.
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People Powered Fair Maps
By Mary Ann Reeves, LWVTN Director

An Accurate Census - This is Where Fair Redistricting Begins

The U.S. Constitution requires that the U.S. Census Bureau conduct a census every ten
years.  This census must count all residents living in the U.S. (including the District of
Columbia and the Island Areas).

The Census data is used at all levels of government for a variety of reasons.  It
determines the allocation of over $500 Billion in federal funds to states and communities
for a wide range of public services.  It determines how new district maps will be drawn
to reflect everything from local school boards to county commissions. It determines the
number of Representatives that each state has in Congress. It determines for whom we
can vote for the next ten years.

Due to this extraordinary importance, it is essential that the U.S. Census Bureau be
allowed to perform the census without political interference, without arbitrarily truncating
schedules for political purposes, diminishing funding, or imposing conditions that do not
meet the requirements of the Constitution.

Concerns about the accuracy of the 2020 Census have been percolating in the public
arena. There was the attempt to add a citizenship status question to the Census - which
was contrary to the Constitution and failed in the courts. This status question
high-lighted a concern among residents about the safety in participating in the count
and trust in the Census Bureau. In addition, fluctuating schedules and inadequate
funding for the Bureau’s mission may have the unwanted result of not counting
numerous people.

Census data determines the amount of federal funding at the local level. States, cities,
and communities could lose federal funding resulting in a reduction of services or higher
local taxes. The greater the population that a state or city reports, the more federal
money it will receive to provide services to all residents, such as fire, emergency
medical treatment, K-12 education, etc. Conversely, if the population is undercounted
through inaccuracy or by eliminating groups of selected residents, states and cities will
lose funding while still having to maintain these vital services to all residents.
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People Powered Fair Maps  (continued from page 4)

Census data is required to draw new maps of state districts for state legislators.  It is
also used to draw new maps for local jurisdictions for city and county government.

Census data is used to apportion Congressional seats in the US House of
Representatives by dividing the entire population of states by the total number of
Representatives (now 435) with states gaining or losing representation based on
population.

It should be noted that even though the entire population is required to be counted,
federal law prohibits certain groups from voting. This includes children, certain
immigrants, residents awaiting naturalization, etc. Residents and citizens of the District
of Columbia and Island Area can not vote for House Representatives.

The accuracy and fairness of the Census is the crucial first step to fair redistricting and
drawing of governmental maps.  Diluting or misusing of this data for political purposes
results in the loss of a core democratic principle - one person, one vote.

Research included information from the Brennan Center for Justice, the Pew Research Center, and
National Public Radio

Advocacy
By Debby Gould, LWVTN Vice President/State Advocacy Chair

The LWVTN Advocacy Committee is back in full swing now that the state legislature is
in session.  As we learn more about the impact of key bills, we will be responding by
asking you, our members, to respond to our periodic Action Alerts by contacting your
legislators.

We have been busy with a deluge of bills regarding our priority areas of elections, open
and transparent government, and redistricting.  We are particularly concerned with bills
that might limit voters’ access to the ballot box, limit community access to public
meetings, and limit community input on the redistricting decisions that will shape
Tennessee politics for the next decade.
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Advocacy (continued from page 5)

Our recent intense organizational reflections on DEI (diversity, equity, and inclusion)
have also sharpened our awareness of the disproportionate impact of some public
policy decisions on communities of color and underserved communities and the need
for immediate remedies.  The impact of the pandemic has highlighted: the inequities of
school funding by the state (the BEP formula), access to broadband, and the desperate
need to utilize TANF funds for their intended purpose of helping Tennessee families in
need.

If you would like to participate in future virtual LWVTN Advocacy Committee meetings,
please contact  lwvtenn@gmail.com.
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PO Box 158369
Nashville, TN 37215
p: 629.777.5677
e: lwvtenn@gmail.com
w: https://www.lwvtn.org/

LWV Tennessee  Board of Directors

Marian Ott, President
Debby Gould, 1st Vice President
Linda Maccabe, 2nd Vice President
Leslie Collum, Secretary
Lee Fairbend, Treasurer

Directors
Shelley Ames
Barbara Gay
Katrina Gay
Sherry Hewlett
Lisa Bilbrey Hyder
Kathryn King
Brian Paddock
Mary Ann Reeves
Jo Singer
Rynn Young
Peg Watkins

7

mailto:lwvtenn@gmail.com
https://www.lwvtn.org/

