
From the President,
Debby Gould
As we re-emerge from a pandemic year full of shutdowns,
LWVTN is looking at ways to build our community connections
and strengthen our communications.  As always, we turn to
our members to make that happen.

Schedule Redistricting 101 showings now
If you know of groups and organizations who want to learn more about why redistricting
matters, contact kalen@lwvtn.org to schedule a presentation of our Redistricting 101
which gives the who, what, when of the redistricting process in Tennessee.  Additional
background information, including 5 different webinars on the topic, is posted at
www.lwvtn.org.

Getting to know your legislators
After a year of pandemic living, it is time to re-establish strong  relationships with our
state legislators — especially during the “off-season” before they reconvene in January
2022.  Whether your local league is hosting an informal coffee or a structured forum
with your representative or senator, be sure to let us know, president@lwvtn.org so that
LWVTN lobbyist, Stewart Clifton, has the opportunity to be part of the conversation.  If it
is a zoom event, members of the state advocacy committee might also want to listen in
so that they have a better understanding of how to be effective during the legislative
session.
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From the President (continued from page 1)

Reach out and touch someone
We are all trying to flex new communication muscles! Social media is more important
than ever in reaching audiences beyond our membership. Be sure to sign up for
training with Kalen Russell, kalen@lwvtn.org to learn new skills.

LWV has always maintained a reputation for factual accuracy.  Did you know that
repeating incorrect information — even to refute it —helps keep incorrect information
alive!  It is one of the key messages that our state leadership team heard at the LWVUS
National Council as part of their introduction to an upcoming national campaign to talk
about mis-information and dis-information and the role of LWV in stating facts.

We are growing!
Our state league is growing in membership  and looking for ways to strengthen our
programs for members and expand our outreach to communities. We have just
received a grant from LWVUS to build our capacity and welcome your ideas,
president@lwvtn.org of how to do it.  We would love to hear from you!

Debby Gould
LWVTN President

The Filibuster - And Why It Needs To Be
Modified
By Mary Ann Reeves, LWVTN Vice President

There are many innovative ways that have been proposed to correct the inequities in
our election systems and representation without  constitutional amendments.  We will
address just one in this article - reform of the filibuster.

The League Position
The League of Women Voters has a history of calling for filibuster reform to ensure a
functioning democracy - to end gridlock, partisan warfare, and limit obstruction in the
Senate.

What is a filibuster?
A filibuster is an internal Senate rule that provides that no legislation can pass without a
three-fifths vote (60 Senators).
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The Filibuster (continued from page 2)

This three-fifths rule applies to all matters that come before the Senate for a vote with
the exception of Presidential appointments and the budgetary legislation. The rule also
applies to any changes to Senate rules.

The filibuster has a long and storied past and was probably instigated for good reasons.
However, it has evolved into partisan gridlock which now allows a minority of Senators
(actually just one) to prevent a legislative bill from coming to the Senate floor for a vote.

The filibuster is unique to the Senate and its roots are long and tenacious. It was rarely
used but became particularly popular in the Jim Crow era to defend segregation and
lynching and to block civil rights legislation. It has now, unfortunately, become almost
commonplace.

One popular way to keep the legislation from coming to the floor for a vote is to debate
the bill endlessly. This was originally called the "talking filibuster".

The reason that the debate is associated with the term filibuster is because the debate
can only be closed when 60 or more Senators invoke cloture - closing of debate - and
allowing a vote to take place.

The aim, of course, is ultimately delaying or preventing a Senate vote on said opposed
bill, resolution, court appointment, amendment, etc.

Senators now use an incredibly lazy approach called the -"silent filibuster" - which
among other things would allow any Senator, anonymously and without even showing
up, to indicate intent to filibuster and to hold up any piece of legislation. This intent is
then used by the Senate leader to obstruct any bill introduced by the opposition party -
claiming that there were not 60 votes to bring cloture. By not having to debate and vote
on a bill, no one is held accountable to the electorate for their yay or nay. And nothing
gets done.

A recent study has shown that a threatened filibuster blocked or significantly delayed
legislation about 8% of major legislation in the 1960s and about 70% in the 2000s.

How was the Senate envisioned by the founding fathers?
By design of the founding fathers, the Senate represents states and not people.  Each
state, regardless of size, gets to elect two Senators. Over time, however, the nation’s
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The Filibuster (continued from page 3 )

population had migrated and shifted dramatically. As an example, the population of the
state of Wyoming would not make the list of America’s top 25 largest cities - effectively
giving its citizens 70 times more representation in the Senate. Just 18 Senators
represent over 50% of our population - while 82 Senators represent the remainder.

Why does this over/under representation matter?

1) White Americans are overrepresented in the Senate; and Blacks and Hispanics
are underrepresented.  This is a result of our largest states (think New York,
California, etc) are growing and are more ethnically diverse and smaller states
(think Wyoming and the Dakotas) are staying small and are overwhelmingly
white.

2) More federal money per capita go to small states as opposed to larger states.

3) Senators representing as few as 11% of the total population can block bills from
passage.

4) The Constitution gives the Senate (and its minority representation) complete
power over all treaties; veto power over all federal court nominations; and
power in passing legislation.

The Senate must constitutionally remain with 2 Senate votes per state. The
over/under representation is made far worse by the filibuster rules.

Can the Filibuster be reformed?
Yes.  There is no mention of the filibuster in our Constitution or any supporting
documentation. Each chamber of Congress is allowed to make/change their own rules -
and have.

In fact, the filibuster has been "reformed" every time the "nuclear option" is used.  The
nuclear option is a procedure to change the three-fifths rule to a simple majority rule for
a specific action.  It was used by the Democrats to change Presidential appointments
(except for Supreme Court nominations) to a simple majority vote.  The nuclear option
was used recently by the Republicans to make Supreme Court nominations a simple
majority  vote - in order to pass a President’s nominee to the Supreme Court.
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The Filibuster (continued from page 4 )

Remedies, Anyone?
Abolishment - this already occurs whenever the "nuclear option" is used
Lower the threshold on cloture to a smaller number - perhaps 55 Senators.
Create a sliding scale - perhaps starting with 60, and sliding downward.

I would like to give my heartfelt thanks and gratitude to two authors who have written
two excellent, highly readable books on our election systems and democracy.  They
have given me their approval to unabashedly use their material.  I have tried to stay true
to their intent and words but I accept full responsibility for any and all errors.

Professor Steven Mulroy, Professor of Law, Memphis State University: Rethinking US
Election Law: Unskewing the System. Available at Amazon.com

Kristen Eberhard, cum laude from Duke University School of Law, Director of
Democracy at Sightline Institute: Becoming a Democracy - how we can fix the electoral
college, gerrymandering, and our elections. Available at BecomingaDemocracy.org;
published by Sightline Institute

Other sources include: senate.org and the LWVUS website

LWVTN Statewide Initiative for Restoring
Voting Rights
By Kathy Greenberg, LWVTN Director & RVR Coordinator

Five years ago, I decided—finally—to become a member of an organization I had long
admired: the League of Women Voters. Before this decision, I was preoccupied with my
family and professional responsibilities. As a young adult, I spent 10 years as a
classroom teacher working primarily with children from very low-income families. For
30+ years as a University of Tennessee faculty member, I engaged in research and
consulted with educators locally and around the world about new approaches to
enhancing learning at any age. And I continue that work at a reduced pace. These
experiences left me deeply affected by what I saw as regressive social forces. And now
I want to give back to my community by helping make democracy work for everyone.
Shortly after joining LWV, I became the Director of Voter Services for LWV
Knoxville/Knox County.
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Restoring Voting Rights (continued from page 5 )

Earlier this year, I participated in the YWCA Racial Equity and Social Justice Challenge
program that Linda Maccabe so beautifully coordinated for LWVTN. Like others, I was
appalled to learn of the difficulties faced by many who have been able to restore voting
rights due to our dysfunctional process in Tennessee—difficulties that do not exist in
most other states. Our administrative and volunteer support systems as currently
organized cannot provide services to all who need them. According to
ThinkTennessee.org, “One in 12 Tennesseans with past felony convictions are barred
from voting due to felony convictions. Less than 4% of individuals eligible have been
able to restore their voting rights as of 2016. Restoration of civil rights reduces
recidivism and saves taxpayers’ dollars.” Clearly, we need to do much more than give
out the phone number of a state official, a public defender or legal aid attorney, or an
organization with volunteers who might be able to help a few of the more than 451,000
Tennesseans who are currently disenfranchised. RVR issues need to be addressed with
3 goals in mind: education, outreach, and advocacy.

Marian Ott asked me to lead a state-wide RVR initiative that could bring together the
efforts already underway in several local Leagues. When Debby Gould became our
President, she asked me to join the LWVTN Board. We now have a RVR Steering
Committee representing 5 local Leagues, each with its own local task force. We want
more of you to join us. Our first step in this process is to conduct a brief phone survey of
organizations so we understand what efforts are currently underway in the state and
how we can best support these efforts—and engage in additional activities to further this
important work. We are also considering ways we can connect people wanting to
restore their rights with resources that can help them—including organizations,
attorneys, and social media. We are learning the best ways to encourage our state
representatives and senators to sponsor and enact bills that would improve the RVR
process. And, we are thinking about developing our own social media approaches to
further this work. For example, two highly experienced attorneys recently presented a
webinar about legal issues that we need to understand. A link to the recorded
presentation can be found on the LWVTN website at:
https://www.lwvtn.org/voter_restoration You can also find a link to Signup Genius where
you can volunteer to help with one or more RVR projects.

In today’s world, there are many issues that need our attention. RVR is at the heart of
our most precious right in a democracy—the right to vote. We need your support in big
or in small ways. Please contact me at khgreen@utk.edu to volunteer and to share
ideas for how to proceed with the RVR initiative.

Thanks for all you do to help make democracy work!
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PO Box 158369
Nashville, TN 37215
p: 629.777.5677
e: lwvtenn@gmail.com
w: https://www.lwvtn.org/
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Kathy Greenberg
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Lara Webb
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