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For the past six months, LWVTN has been talking and talking about redistricting and its
potential impact on every level of government.   Mary Ann Reeves has posted extensive
background information to explain this complex once-a-decade process, here. While local
leagues were paying attention to their own county-level redistricting issues, LWVTN focused
on the state legislature’s role in drawing the political bounds for Tennessee’s congressional
districts as well as the state Senate and House districts. I have spoken three times at the
legislative committees that oversee redistricting to urge them  to increase transparency in the
process and, most importantly, maximize opportunities for meaningful public input in the
map drawing process.

During the past month, LWVTN partnered with CivicTN and the Tennessee Conference of the
NAACP to learn what Tennesseans wanted to see in the new maps for 2022. Based on our
three public hearings in Clarksville, Memphis, and Chattanooga, we have submitted a
summary of their testimony to the House and the Senate Redistricting Committees to help
inform the work that can be viewed here. In addition, with the technical map-drawing
assistance of a volunteer with the Princeton Gerrymandering Project, we submitted a
congressional map that reflected the priorities expressed by many of the speakers at our
hearings.

http://www.lwvtn.org/redistricting
https://www.lwvtn.org/redistricting


THE VOTER NOVEMBER 2021

Status update on Basic Education
Program
BY JAMI OAKLEY, EDUCATION ADVOCACY CO-CHAIR

 LWVTN  believes that a high-quality system of public education is essential to ensure a bright
future for all Tennesseans. However the reality is that the current level of funding provided
to local school districts through the Basic Education Program (BEP) formula puts us at the
bottom of funding levels in the nation with each of Tennessee’s students receiving about
$4,000 less per year than other students across the nation. The state education budget is
simply not sufficient to provide an adequate education for all students. The Education Law
Center released their annual report this month, and Tennessee has failing grades across the
board in funding level (F), funding distribution (D) and funding effort (F). See the report here. 
The BEP Review process that the governor announced last month is in full swing. In most
meetings, there was a mix of local public school advocates calling for more funding for
things like counselors, social workers and better teacher pay alongside a contingent voicing
support for funding that “follows the student.”Education critics believe the latter approach is
intended to pave the way for public school vouchers.

The meetings are collecting public input, which then goes to 18 different subcommittees
who will come up with recommendations on changes to the BEP funding formula in order to
inform potential legislation in 2022. It’s important to note that a long-delayed lawsuit against
the state regarding the BEP and its inadequate funding to districts throughout Tennessee is
also scheduled to be heard in February.

It is often said that the BEP is confusing and much is made of the 46 components that make
the formula a bit unwieldy, but the time is right and the Governor’s goal of “properly
investing in students and stewarding our resources well” is well within reach. We believe that
this should be the year that Tennessee provides the funding needed so that all students in
the state —no matter where they live —have the tools they need to succeed.

What comes next? We anticipate that the Tennessee House Redistricting Committee and its
Senate counterpart will release draft maps in December and will vote on their adoption in
early January when the legislature re-convenes. A decade ago, there was scant opportunity
for the public to have a meaningful opportunity to review the maps prior to the vote. This
time when the draft maps are posted, we will be issuing an action alert to call for a
substantive review period of the maps before the legislature votes to confirm them. 

https://edlawcenter.org/research/making-the-grade-2021.html
https://edlawcenter.org/research/making-the-grade-2021.html
https://www.tennessean.com/story/news/education/2021/10/12/what-know-tennessee-school-education-funding-formula-bep-plan-change/6091288001/
https://tn.chalkbeat.org/2021/9/2/22654926/tennessee-school-funding-trial-bep-memphis-nashville
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Introducing...our new Project Manager
BY LINDSAY BRAZIER
Oh, hi there!
 
My name is Lindsay Brazier (rhymes with
Frazier) and I'm excited to have joined the
team at LWVTN as Project Manager. I live in
Knoxville with my 9 year old daughter. When
we're not binge-watching "The Babysitter's
Club" on Netflix or making a craft, you can
find me visiting one of our many local coffee
shops, curled up with a book, or catching up
on my favorite tv show "Ted Lasso". 

I look forward to working with Debby and
Leslie as well as our local Leagues on social
media and various other projects. If you're
needing help or just want to get in touch, I can
be reached by email at lindsay@lwvtn.org.

Fall fundraising drive
BY DEBBY GOULD, PRESIDENT

Public hearings to bring community voices to the redistricting process
Initiatives to streamline the restoration process of voting rights for former felons
A professional lobbyist to advise and enhance efforts of the Advocacy Committee
VOTE411 online voter guide and resources for voters

As LWVTN holds its fall fundraising drive, we hope that you will consider a year end gift.
Your support helps our volunteer organization maximize its statewide impact with:

We appreciate your continued support for what we do, donate here.

http://www.lwvtn.org/donate
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LWVTN Board of Directors

 

Debby Gould, President
Marian Ott, Immediate Past President/Treasurer
Mary Ann Reeeves, 1st Vice President
Leslie Collum, 2nd Vice President
Peg Watkins, Secretary
Shelley Ames
Marilyn Finley
Joy Fulkerson
Kathy Greenberg
Sherry Hewlett
Kathryn King
Linda Maccabe
Brian Paddock
Jo Singer
Rynn Young
Lara Webb

Find Us Online
LWVTN Website
Facebook
Instagram
Twitter

Contact Us
P.O. Box 158369
Nashville, TN 37215

p: 629.777.5677
e: lwvtenn@gmail.com

https://www.lwvtn.org/
https://www.facebook.com/TNLeagueOfWomenVoters
https://www.instagram.com/lwvtn/
https://twitter.com/lwvtn

