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Tennessee has finally completed a bruising redistricting process in the
state legislature. My thanks to local leagues for educating their
communities about the impact of redistricting and fair representation.

There is no doubt that the new district maps result in both partisan
and racial gerrymandering. Undoubtedly there will be litigation, but
without the enforceable strength of the Voting Rights Act of 1965, it is
uncertain that any challenges will succeed.

Meanwhile, the legislative session is under way and our Advocacy
Committee is paying close attention.Be on the lookout for action alerts
that need your attention.  For in depth information about the bills we
are following, sign up to attend our virtual meetings on Mondays, 1:00
EST/noon CST, by contacting lwvtenn@gmail.com for weekly meeting
links and agendas.
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 Tennessee's public schools face many challenges. However, the challenge that impedes
progress above all others is insufficient funding. Per student, Tennessee spends the 45th
least in the nation. We spend $3,000 thousand less per student than Kentucky.

LWVTN joins with other public school advocates in learning the details of Governor Lee’s
current funding proposal when it is presented to the state legislature. However, we
remain concerned that three quarters of his proposed new billion dollar education
funding is one-time money focused on career and technical education and on moving 14
schools out of flood zones. The remaining funds are not enough to keep up with
increasing student numbers and the cost of living for Tennessee's 1,700+ public schools.

Funding Quality Public Education in Tennessee 
BY LANCE MCCOLD, CO-CHAIR LWVTN EDUCATION COMMITTEE
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Beginning in November, LWV Memphis/Shelby County initiated a countywide public
information campaign designed to clear away the confusion surrounding the ability of
those with a felony conviction in Shelby County to register to vote. The distribution of
our Guide to Voting in Shelby County, TN with a Felony Conviction, is an essential
component of our campaign. The guide, https://bit.ly/lwvvotereligibilityguide
provides a clear and comprehensive explanation of the rules governing the eligibility to
vote and the process of restoring voting rights to Shelby County residents with a prior
felony conviction. 

Our Felony Disenfranchisement Committee is providing guides to all elected officials
representing residents of Shelby County, churches and other religious congregations, re-
entry organizations, advocacy groups, and our 29 partner organizations in the Shelby
County Voter Alliance. In recognition of the often difficult path faced by those re-
entering the community after incarceration, we have distributed the guide to health
care, alcohol and drug rehab, family services, and transitional housing organizations to
share with those receiving their services. 
Our outreach efforts have been so successful that we are now receiving unsolicited
requests from across Shelby County for our guide. 
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Local League Spotlight:
LWV Memphis creates guide to voting in Shelby County
with a felony conviction
BY ROBIN PEARL, CHAIR, LWVMSC FELONY DISENFRANCHISEMENT COMMITTEE

The League continues to advocate for adequate funding of our public schools. If you are
interested in advocating for well-funded public schools, consider joining the League's
Education Committee by contacting co-chairs Jami Oakley <jami.m.oakley@gmail.com>
or Lance McCold <lance.mccold@gmail.com>.
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Upcoming Events
Friday, February 04, 2022 at 12 PM CST / 1 PM EST
LWV Nashville hosts "Hot Topic: An Alternative to Defund the Police: Mental Health
Crisis Intervention"

Monday, February 14, 2022 
Happy anniversary League of Women Voters! Celebrate 102 years of action by joining the
virtual rally to celebrate a proud history and a vibrant future.

Tuesday, February 15, 2022 at 11 AM CST / 12 PM EST
LWV Oak Ridge hosts "Lunch with the League: Expanded Opportunities to Expunge
Convictions" with Attorney Wade Davies

Click here to check out additional upcoming events on our website!
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https://www.lwvtn.org/hot_topic_an_alternative_to_defund_the_police_mental_health_crisis_intervention_boots_on_the_ground
https://www.lwv.org/league-management/lwvs-102nd-birthday-actions-0?utm_source=League+Update&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=01272022
https://www.lwv.org/league-management/lwvs-102nd-birthday-actions-0?utm_source=League+Update&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=01272022
https://www.lwvtn.org/lunch_with_the_league_expanded_opportunities_to_expunge_convictions_with_attorney_wade_davies
https://www.lwvtn.org/lwvtn_events
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LWVTN Board of Directors

 

Debby Gould, President
Marian Ott, Immediate Past President/Treasurer
Mary Ann Reeves, 1st Vice President
Leslie Collum, 2nd Vice President
Peg Watkins, Secretary
Shelley Ames
Lee Anne Carmack
Marilyn Finley

Joy Fulkerson
Kathy Greenberg
Sherry Hewlett
Kathryn King
Linda Maccabe
Brian Paddock
Jo Singer
Lara Webb

Find Us Online
LWVTN Website
Facebook
Instagram
Twitter

Contact Us
P.O. Box 158369
Nashville, TN 37215
ph: 629.777.5677
em: lwvtenn@gmail.com

https://www.lwvtn.org/
https://www.facebook.com/TNLeagueOfWomenVoters
https://www.instagram.com/lwvtn/
https://twitter.com/lwvtn

