
 

Dear liberal friends, 

 

As LYMEC we have demonstrated an ability to bring new and ambitious ideas to previous 

ALDE congresses to try and tackle not just the problems we see today, but also those that 

we as the youth know will confront global society in the future. This desire to innovate and 

discuss new ideas as a delegation was an important drive for me to take part in the last 

digital ALDE congress and is also why I now once again want to become a candidate for the 

delegation. Because while we may not always see eye to eye with ALDE’s member parties, I 

believe we have to push the envelope on issues like climate, social and economic rights, and 

of course the future of Europe. I look forward to critically assessing I want to continue the 

good work of previous delegations and bring in my professional experience currently as a 

policy officer at the Australian Embassy in the Netherlands and previously as an intern at the 

Council of the EU and at the Dutch Ministry of Foreign Affairs.  

 

It was a fantastic experience to demonstrate what the vision of the liberal youth is at the last 

ALDE congress, and the present policy ideas on the Future of Europe and on women’s 

rights (amongst others). But as much as the last ALDE congress was a great experience, I 

think I do not speak out of turn when I say that the entire delegation found that ALDE’s 

transition to a digital congress was not seamless and smooth. As a delegation we had to find 

our way while many aspects of the congress were not effectively organized or streamlined, 

and I think we all stepped away from the congress with the feeling that there is still some 

unfinished business. Unfinished business because it was much more difficult to advocate for 

LYMEC’s policies in these substandard digital settings. Of course, there is also the matter of 

the new president to ALDE being elected after the passing of the much-respected Hans van 

Baalen. Considering the suddenness of his passing, the last congress was not the moment 

for this election but the next congress likely will be. With this in mind, the next congress will 

be a critical moment for ALDE and as a LYMEC delegation we need to make sure that the 

candidates are informed about LYMEC ideas and that we can work with them in the future.    

 

I sincerely hope that the next congress will once again be held physically, so that we are 

better able to present our ambitious ideas on what Europe should look like. I’m motivated to 

represent LYMEC and I look forward to hearing your ideas about what policy ideas you want 

us to bring to the next congress. Feel free to reach out to me if you have any questions. I’m 

happy to set up a call to discuss my ideas further.  

 

Liberal greetings, 

Abel  

 

 
 

Abel Hartman 
International Officer 
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