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The purpose of this guide is to help the member organisations of 
The European Liberal Forum (ELF) in the process of drafting and 
creating ELF products, including publications, policy briefs, videos and 
podcasts. The guide provides definitions of the different formats, a 
few recommendations and some examples. It is meant to support less 
experienced member organisations, as well as to serve as an inspiration 
for expert member organisations. 
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EVERYTHING SHOULD BE MADE AS  
SIMPLE AS POSSIBLE, BUT NOT SIMPLER.



PRODUCT FORMATS 
PRINT & DIGITAL
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BOOKS
An in-depth exploration of a topic using qualitative or quantitative methods. 
A book can be a study written for policy experts or can be more general and 
written for the public.  
Length: more than 4000 words

POLICY PAPER
A policy paper provides background information and policy 
recommendations for policymakers and other interested experts. The topic 
should be well-defined with clear, tangible suggestions for future policies. 
Length: 1500 – 4000 words 

POLICY BRIEFS
A policy brief provides information to readers with limited time about a 
specific topic. It can be used to summarise the recommendations from a 
policy paper or as a stand-alone publication.  
Length: 500–1500 words 

ISSUE BRIEF
An issue brief provides a short description and context of a topic, without 
giving specific recommendations. It could be used as reading material before 
a conference/workshop/event.  
Length: 500 – 1500 words 

VIDEOS
A video is a visual way to present a topic, a discussion or to wrap up an event. 
Videos can be short clips or longer documentaries. Videos can also feature an 
interview.  
Length: 1 minute – 2 hours

PODCASTS
A podcast is an communication format in the form of an audio file that  
can vary in length. A podcast can be a discussion or an interview and is an 
ideal format to create a direct connection to your audience and to launch calls 
to action. 
Length: 10 – 30 minutes

OPINION PIECE
An opinion piece is used to present a position on a certain topic and to make 
this accessible to a broader audience. It is usually in the form of a commentary 
by policymakers, scholars, leaders from business and non-governmental 
organisations, changemakers and participants of ELF events.  
Length: 500 – 2000 words
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OUR RECOMMENDATIONS 
ABOUT PUBLICATIONS
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Here are some general guidelines to have in mind when when 
drafting ELF products. However, not all points will be applicable to 
all formats. 



CHOOSE A GOOD TOPIC  
AND DEFINE IT1

The topic should be relevant at the European level and for readers 
from different European countries. You may take examples and focus 
on one specific country, as long as you can show that the conclusions 
are relevant for others as well. Define which questions you do want to 
answer in your publication and which questions you do not. If you try 
to cover too much in your publication, there is a risk that you will not go 
deep enough in the topics. 

RECOMMENDATIONS ABOUT PUBLICATIONS
ELF PRODUCT GUIDELINES



This is a good example because it clarifies 
that the broad term “disinformation and 
propaganda” refers to political content that 
aims to mislead, thereby telling the reader 
what the publication is and is not about. 

Taken from the publication Disinformation 
and propaganda – impact on the 
functioning of the rule of law in the EU and 
its Member States by European Parliament’s 
Policy Department for Citizens’ Rights and 
Constitutional Affairs.
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Disinformation and propaganda – impact on the functioning of the rule of law in the EU and its Member States 
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and suspected in some other campaigns. Social media companies collect an enormous amount of personal data 
about their users, and make them available for commercial and political actors, to enable targeted advertising. 
The Big Data industry can create profiles, patterns and predictions related to internet users, sometimes knowing 
more about them than the users themselves. Data protection laws are limited to the EU, and their effect can be 
assessed only after years of consequent enforcement. In the current online environment, monetisation and abuse 
of personal data is among the biggest threats, especially with regard to future technologies and to the lobbying 
power of the interested stakeholders.  
 

Scope of the study 

The study focuses on the intersection of those types of information that are published with an intended strategic–
political effect on a topic of public interest, with the hypothesis that these may have the most effect on 
democratic processes and society. To fixate on what is absolutely relevant in the mentioned context, we have 
narrowed the focus from a broad concept of ‘post-truth’ media – which would include the diffuse misinformation, 
conspiracy theories and unpaid trolling, as well as offline propaganda and hate speech – to strategically 
disseminated political content that aims to mislead the audience.  
 
Accepting the limited correlation between cause and effect, it has been suspected that those campaigns 
supposedly generated by foreign governmental actors and targeted across borders at a foreign population might 
have stirred the highest level of controversies (see more in chapter 2, section 2.3).  
 
Table 1: Types of false information, categorised by intention and subject  

Subject matter Intended strategic effect No evidence of intended strategic 
effect  

Political/matters of public 
interest 

Disinformation and 
propaganda 

Rumours, flat-Earth, vaccination theories 
– harmful to society 

Private interest E.g. misleading advertisement Gossip, celebrity rumours 
Source: Authors. 
 
Table 2: Types of disinformation and propaganda with their assessed impact on democratic values, rule 
of law and fundamental rights  

Disinformation and 
propaganda 

Targeted at domestic 
population 

Targeted at foreign population 

A. Source is a non-state 
actor, e.g. political party, 
or unidentified person  

A1. Unethical political campaign, 
misleads society; if the political 
party is successful in the 
elections B1 may follow 

A2. Citizens' actions, as well as disguised 
or unattributed attacks: similar to 
election hacking by ‘patriotic citizens’; 
states may be responsible under 
international law for the aggressive 
actions of non-state actors acting on 
their territory against another state  

B. Source is a state 
(governmental) actor 

B1. Governmental political 
propaganda; clear transgression 
of democratic values, rule of law 
and human rights; captured 
state tries to strangle democracy; 
within the EU, a cause for the 
Article 7 mechanism  

B2. Information warfare, interference 
with sovereignty; global threat against 
democracy – threatens geopolitical 
stability  

Note: Yellow (A1) = harmful; orange (A2 and B1) = very harmful; red (B2) = critical threat. 

Source: Authors. 
 
To develop an appropriate definition and terminology for what is often called ‘fake news’, resources in the field 
of communication studies, political science, internet policy, law and behavioural studies have been critically 
assessed (chapter 1, section 1.1). The study uses the terms 'disinformation’ and ‘propaganda' to describe the 
phenomena of information characterised by the following elements:  

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document.html?reference=IPOL_STU(2019)608864
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document.html?reference=IPOL_STU(2019)608864
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document.html?reference=IPOL_STU(2019)608864
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document.html?reference=IPOL_STU(2019)608864


This is a good example as it provides a 
background to the topic, justifies why the 
topic is relevant and gives the reader a clear 
picture of what the report will be about. 

From the publication You Had One Job 
by ELF and NEOS Lab.
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8 YOU HAD ONE JOB – TRANSFORMING SOCIAL SECURITY SYSTEMS INTO THE DIGITAL WORKING AGE

1.1  Relevance and aim  

of the study 
According to the latest figures, 2.3% of workers receive significant income from 
platform work (Pesole et al., 2018). Out of those, 69.5% have no maternity benefits and 
63.1% have no access to unemployment benefits (Forde et al., 2017).

At the same time, platforms across Europe demand legal clarity regarding employment 
status and some have asked governments to allow them to buy collective social 
security benefits which they can provide to platform workers (de Groen et al. 2018).

The current systems were designed at a time when employment relationships were 
distinctly different and most countries have long known either an employed or a self-
employed status. Platform workers are a typical example of a hybrid form: They are 
able to choose their work but have limited flexibility in how they manage and structure 
the work.

These questions are the context for the study. The first chapter will look at the broader 
economical and societal changes and assess the potential role of platforms. The 
second chapter will look at the platform economy itself and describe it along the lines 
that describe the organization and allocation of work. The third chapter will analyze 
the deficiencies of the platforms when it comes to working conditions. The fourth 
chapter will develop a model for an “Ecosystem Fund” which might be able to cover the 
deficiencies described in the third chapter. The study will conclude with a summary of 
the findings and an outlook on what some first steps might be.

1.2 Background
Platforms are the result of broader economical, technical and societal changes. They 
would not be conceivable without the lower transaction costs enabled by digitalization 
and changing labor markets. We also know that Europe has a skills as well as a related 
productivity problem that will be described and discussed below.

1.2.1 PROBLEM: PRODUCTIVITY 

There has been a wave of studies, reports and books about the future of work and the 
impact of technology on work¹. Most of the books and studies base their arguments 
on the exponential nature of technological change. Resulting scenarios can be bleak 
with artificial intelligence taking over the universe in search of energy and enslaving 
humans in the process. In less extreme scenarios machines are making humans 
redundant and replacing half of the human workforce often without taking into 
consideration second-order effects. 

Given all these developments and well-known examples (e.g. robotic warehouses, 
driverless cars, drone delivery, automatic translation or IBM Watson) it is surprising 
that productivity growth is at a record low. Moreover, productivity gains are unevenly 
distributed and there are knowledge gaps (“frontier enterprises”).

 

1  Some books include:

 Bostrom, Nick. 2014. [(Superintelligence: Paths, Dangers, Strategies)]. Oxford University Press.

  Friedman, Thomas L. 2016. Thank You for Being Late: An Optimist’s Guide to Thriving in the Age  

of Accelerations. Allen Lane

 Ross, Alec. 2016. The Industries of the Future. New York, NY: Simon & Schuster.

  Rushkoff, Douglas. 2016. Throwing Rocks at the Google Bus: How Growth Became the Enemy of Prosperity. 

Portfolio Penguin.

https://www.liberalforum.eu/publications/you-had-one-job-transforming-social-security-systems-digital-working-age/


START  
WITH A SUMMARY2

Your potential readers probably have a lot of papers to read.  
A summary at the beginning allows readers with limited time to 
understand the core message of your paper. It can also spark interest 
to continue reading.
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This is a good example because it presents 
the conclusions at the beginning of the 
publication in a concise and clear way. 

The example is taken from the publication 
Turning the Tables on World Trade by ELF.  
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Upon his inauguration, Donald Trump discarded the already completed draft of the TPP agreement and threatened 

to tear up or radically renegotiate NAFTA. The TTIP negotiations over a new transatlantic agreement have essentially 

ceased. 

Although a liberal and market-oriented mindset have dominated American trade policy since the 1940’s, deep political 

roots of insular and mercantile views can be found long before the 1930’s depression and the Second World War. 2 This 

leads us to the question: Is Donald Trump spearheading a return to the pre World War II days of protectionism and 

isolationism, or is he just a temporary aberration in an ever-accelerating globalisation?

Below I list seven conclusions of the paper.

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

FIRST, the more protectionist development of American trade policy of the last decade seems likely to be a permanent 

change for the USA, but still only a temporary anomaly in the world economy’s movement towards increasing trade due 

to reduced trade barriers in general, and reduced tariffs in particular. However, removing other types of trade barriers, such 

as regulations based on health, safety and environmental concerns, is likely to continue to be inacceptable intrusions in 

countries’ sovereignty.

SECOND, even without the 2016 election of Donald Trump happening, it is possible that there is an underlying, long term 

trend towards increased protectionism in the US. If so, it probably has gained strength from a rise in resistance against 

the consequences of globalization for some regions and industries, resulting e.g. in increased inequalities in income and 

wealth. 

The lack of effective and sufficiently funded social safety nets for affected individuals, as well as lack of access to new 

employment via retraining and further education, are often suggested as causes of resistance to globalization. However, 

the question of whether these explanations are enough remains. 

When asked about the increasing resistance to globalisation, I always emphasise that globalisation affects individuals 

differently and that there are big differences in the political response to globalisation between the US and most EU 

countries. All western countries should not be lumped together when discussing the advantages and disadvantages of 

globalisation.

THIRD, one lesson from Trump’s time in power is that it seems important to the rest of the world that the US Congress 

regains its legislative mandate in questions of trade policy. When passing the Trade Expansion Act in 1962, Congress 

surrendered legislative power to the president as a result of the decision to include Section 232 on “national security” in the 

bill. 3 At that time, the president was seen as a champion for world trade and in any case more positive to free trade than 

Congress. Today, in accordance with the US Constitution’s doctrine on separation of powers, the president’s ability to act 

2 Irwin, D (2017), Clashing Over Commerce. A History of US Trade policy, National Bureau of Economic Research, and U of Chicago Press.

3 For a basic explanation of Section 232 in the Trade Expansion Act, see https://www.investopedia.com/terms/s/section-232-trade-expansion-act.asp.

TURNING THE TABLES ON WORLD TRADE? 
REFLECTIONS ON US AND EU TRADE POLICY AFTER THE 2016 AMERICAN PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION

https://www.liberalforum.eu/publications/turning-the-table-on-world-trade/


This is a good example of an illustrative 
summary at the beginning of a publication.

The example is taken from the publication 
The Economic Benefits of Globalization for 
Business and Consumers by ECIPE.   
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Globalization has raised household income

Globalization has given economies and people
new opportunity

Globalization has spurred the 
spread of new technology, 
helping to make economies 
greener and more productive.

Globalization has helped 
to reduce gender wage 
discrimination and giving new 
opportunities to women.

Globalization has improved the 
quality of management in firms 
and the working conditions for 
people.

Globalization has boosted output in the
Western economy

Globalization has enabled 
firms to specialize – and to 
increase the intensity of R&D, 
innovation and capital in their 
output. 

Globalization has made it 
easier for new companies 
to start competing with old 
incumbents.

The trade sector has increased 
the number of people that it 
employs, both through exports 
and imports.

Globalization helped to reduce 
high inflation rates in Western 
economies, giving consumers 
more “bang for the buck”.

Globalization has increased 
real wages by lowering the 
cost of consumption. 

Many goods that previously 
were affordable to only the 
few – e.g. a mobile phone or 
sewing machine – are now 
common in most households. 

https://ecipe.org/publications/the-economic-benefits-of-globalization-for-business-and-consumers
https://ecipe.org/publications/the-economic-benefits-of-globalization-for-business-and-consumers


DEFINE AND EXPLAIN  
CONCEPTS PROPERLY3

If you write about mega trends like populism, globalisation, 
digitalisation or automatisation, explain what you mean by those 
concepts. The reader might have a different definition of those words 
than you. If you have to use specialised terminology, define the 
terminology early on.
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This is a good example because it clarifies 
the widely-used term ‘fake news’ and, by 
doing so, makes the publication clearer.

The following example is taken from 
the publication Disinformation and 
democracy: The home front in the 
information world by European Policy 
Centre
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Executive summary 
Online disinformation is deliberately false or misleading 
material, often masquerading as news content, which  
is designed to attract attention and exert influence 
through online channels. It may be produced to obtain 
advertising profit or for political purposes, and its spread 
is facilitated by social media and an anti-establishment 
current in European politics that creates a demand for 
alternative narratives. 

Its threat to democracy lies in its capacity to influence 
public opinion on the basis of falsehood. Operating 
mostly on independent websites outside the reach 
of traditional media’s regulatory framework, this 
type of content does not need to adhere to standards 
of accuracy or truthfulness. Instead, it preys on 
fear, insecurity, societal divisions, and ideological 
polarisation and gives its readers the satisfaction  
of reading something that confirms their worldview, 
regardless of the empirical truth behind the story.  
In doing so, it entrenches them in their views, driving 
them further towards the extremes.

Efforts to fight the spread of disinformation have had 
mixed results. Self-regulation by online platforms such 
as Twitter or Facebook puts a great deal of power in their 
hands, with potentially negative effects on independent 
news outlets that depend on social media for their 
outreach. State regulation, meanwhile, raises concerns of 
censorship. There is a danger that methods intended to 
reduce disinformation, implemented clumsily or without 
sufficient regard for their effects, will actually exacerbate 
the anti-establishment feeling that drives disinformation 
in the first place.

Just as the disinformation problem can, to a great extent, 
be traced back to wider structural faults in the political 
system, the solution, too, must be partly structural.  There 
must be a shift in commercial practices to disrupt the 
commercial motivations driving disinformation, make 
online platforms more fair, transparent and open, and 
reduce the pressure on media outlets to compete for 
attention. That means that all stakeholders carry a certain 
degree of responsibility in the fight against disinformation. 

Introduction
Online disinformation, or ‘fake news’, is more than just 
a distracting internet phenomenon. Its effects have 
profound consequences for democracy. By influencing 
public opinion on the basis of false information, it 
undermines voters’ abilities to make well-informed 
political choices. It can therefore be weaponised by 
subversive activists, feeding off widespread cynicism and 
partisan biases among citizens to support their political 
agenda. In fighting back, more traditional mainstream 
media and institutions of the ‘establishment’ such as 
the European Union (EU) risk inadvertently providing 
ammunition to hostile narratives eager to smear 
them with accusations of censorship or unfairness. 

Misleading or hyper-partisan news coverage is nothing 
new, nor is it something that only occurs online. But its 
proliferation across the internet is alarming. With social 
media becoming a large part of the lives of millions of 
Europeans, co-ordinated campaigns pushing misleading 
or partisan messages can influence public opinion on 
an unprecedented scale even with limited resources. 
Mainstream politics has to sit up and pay attention.

Some of these malicious efforts are the work of 
external actors such as the Russian state, engaged in an 
‘information war’ with the West. But many of them are 
home-grown.1 Domestic activists are also working to 
undermine fact-based political discourse, especially 
in support of populist, far-right or anti-democratic 
causes, and diminishing the influence of external actors 
is not enough in its own right. Winning this information 
war means winning on the home front too.

This paper will first explore what makes online 
disinformation dangerous, how it supports itself, and 
the motives that have encouraged its spread. It will then 
discuss and evaluate some of the recent efforts to fight 
back, as implemented by national governments, EU 
bodies, and social media platforms. In doing so, it will 
identify other potential resources in the private sector. 
Finally, a set of recommendations will follow for each 
of these actors in turn, with the aim of providing some 
proposals for a society-wide collaborative approach.

‘Fake news’ and ‘disinformation’ > The term ‘fake news’ may 
be widely recognised in public debate, but academic and 
policy sources generally advise against it, recommending 
‘disinformation’ instead.2 While misinformation refers 
to material that is simply erroneous, for example due to 
error or ignorance, disinformation implies an intentional, 
malicious attempt to mislead – see Fig. 1 on page 5.  
In this paper, ’fake news’ and ‘disinformation’ are used  
as synonyms. 
 
Disinformation is just one of several tools that exploit 
social media and internet technology to the detriment 
of the democratic political system. This paper will not 
attempt to cover targeted advertising, automated  
accounts (‘bots’), or hacking and ‘meddling’ in election 
campaigns. These may be used to increase the reach of 
disinformation, and may be facilitated by some of the  
same factors described here, but they are distinct 
techniques in their own right and are not core to the 
subject of this paper.

http://www.epc.eu/en/publications/Disinformation-and-democracy-The-home-front-in-the-information-war~21c294
http://www.epc.eu/en/publications/Disinformation-and-democracy-The-home-front-in-the-information-war~21c294
http://www.epc.eu/en/publications/Disinformation-and-democracy-The-home-front-in-the-information-war~21c294


Related concepts, such as migrants, refugees 
and asylum seekers, can easily be confused 
with one another, which risks making the 
publication difficult to understand. However, 
this can be avoided by including clarifications 
like the one below. 

The example is taken from the publication 
New in Europe – A Vision on Migration 
by ELF and the Hans van Mierlo Stichting.
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Who is a migrant?
The answer to what makes someone a migrant appears fairly simple.  
Whoever is on the move, whoever leaves home to live elsewhere, counts  
as a migrant. A more difficult question is what it means to be a migrant?  
To what extent do people have the right to leave and settle elsewhere? 

Each country will answer this question differently depending on its immi-
gration and emigration policies. Yet, one answer is universal: people have 
the right to migrate for the sake of seeking protection. This right is stipu-
lated in the United Nation’s Geneva Refugee Convention of 1951 for anyone 
“who is unable or unwilling to return to their country of origin owing to a 
well-founded fear of being persecuted for reasons of race, religion, nation-
ality, membership of a particular social group, or political opinion.”2 The 
Convention prohibits the 145 countries that ratified it, which include all EU 
member states, to send refugees back to where they are fleeing from. Every 
refugee has the right to be protected. 

All refugees are migrants, but not every migrant is a refugee. How to distin-
guish one from the other is not always clear. Neither is it clear how to im-
plement this right of migration for those who flee persecution. The Geneva 
Refugee Convention does not say much about people who move for other 
pressing reasons, such as extreme poverty or environmental disasters. Nor 
does the convention oblige any country to actually provide relief. Refugees 
may also be sent on to other countries. It is, moreover, up to individual coun-
tries to grant or reject refugee status. 

Illustrative of the confusion this may cause is the case of Afghanistan.  
Over the past few years EU member states have held different – and  
constantly changing – positions on whether or not Afghanistan should be 
considered a ‘safe country’. Whereas Austria granted asylum to 70 per cent  
of Afghani asylum seekers in 2017, Finland recognised only 45 per cent of cas-
es after it changed policies and considered significant parts of Afghanistan 
‘safe’.3 Another example of confusion is found in the evolving instability in 

Text box 1.1  
Why these terms?

Terms related to migration are often differently interpreted. How do we define 
them here, and why?
 
The term migrant is used broadly in this publication. It refers to persons who leave 
their native country to live elsewhere, for any reason or period of time. Some 
migrants leave of their own free will for reasons of work or education. Others find 
themselves forced to leave for fear of their life. 
 
Refugees are migrants of the latter category. In other words, they are distinguished 
from other migrants by their reason to leave. According to the UN Convention on 
Refugees, a refugee is someone with a well-founded fear of persecution in their 
home country without any expectations of protection by authorities. Reasons for 
persecution may be race, religion, nationality, membership of a particular social 
group, or political opinion

The term asylum seeker refers to an individual who is seeking international protec-
tion and whose claim has not yet been decided on by the country in which it was 
submitted. Not every asylum seeker will ultimately be recognized as a refugee, but 
every refugee was initially an asylum seeker.
 
We also use the umbrella term newcomer in this publication. With this term, we 
purposefully shift the emphasis that is usually placed on the moment of, or reason 
for, leaving to the moment of arrival and settlement. We refer to a newcomer in 
this text if someone has entered a country for the first time and has been granted 
(temporary) residence status.

Finally, the term resident deserves an explanation as this relates to the integration 
of newcomers in their new society. By resident, we mean anyone who at a certain 
point in time resides in a particular country and who is officially allowed to do so. 
In line with the above definition, this means that newcomers are, in fact, residents. 
All residents, regardless of their background or the amount of time they reside in a 
country, should abide by the same laws and should be treated equally before the law.

‘Migration is not a problem that needs to be resolved.  
It does confront societies today with very real challenges  

that need to be tackled carefully’

https://www.liberalforum.eu/publications/new-in-europe-a-vision-on-migration/


USE  
SIMPLE LANGUAGE4

Einstein is reported to have said that “everything should be made 
as simple as posssble, but not simpler”. If you find yourself choosing 
between two words, opt for the simplest if it doesn’t change the 
meaning. It will make your paper accessible to more people. Even if 
your content is about something complex, it doesn’t necessarily mean 
that your language must be complex. 
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An example of a summary written in a 
simple language. 

The example is taken from the 
publication Spending other people’s 
money by New Direction.
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ELF PRODUCT GUIDELINES Hannes H. GissurarsonSpending Other People’s Money - A Critique of Rawls, Piketty and Other Redistributionists

102 103New Direction - The Foundation for European Reform www.europeanreform.org     @europeanreform

formative years and that they consequently resented 
the success in the marketplace of people less skilled 
with words, but with greater ability to make money.321 
There is probably something to all these explanations. 
But while we certainly should make a sustained effort 
to convince open-minded and thoughtful intellectuals 
of the arguments for the rule of law and free trade, as 
von Hayek suggested, we should not condone the use 
by socialist intellectuals of taxpayers’ money in their 
campaign against these very same taxpayers. Society 
is not a suicide club, as British legal philosopher 
Herbert L. A. Hart once said.322        

On the basis of the analysis offered in this report, 
some recommendations about policy can be made. 
Some of them may at present sound utopian, but 
we should recall that what is regarded as ‘political 
impossible’ greatly varies over time:

1. The welfare state has to be reformed without 
tearing apart an adequate safety net for the helpless. 
The most urgent reform in most Western countries is 
of the pension system which has to change from pay-
as-you-go arrangements to fully funded pensions. 

2. The pension age should also be raised: You should 
only be able to go on pension when you are 67 years or 
older, like in Iceland, and you should be able to work until 
you are 75 years, at least in certain professions where 
skills may actually increase with the year, or at least not 
decrease. People with experience, erudition and insight 
should not be excluded from the labour market.

3. Welfare should as much as possible become a local 
issue, on the subsidiary principle often invoked by 
the EU. Welfare benefits, where they are retained, 
should be means-tested so that rich parents would 
not receive child benefits or the high-income elderly 
publicly funded basic pensions. The authorities should 
target those in real need, not the middle class.

4. Unemployment benefits, when publicly funded, 
should not be so generous as to tempt people not 
to look for work. Unemployment, rampant amongst 
young people in Europe, should be reduced in the 
short term by greatly increasing flexibility in the 

321 Robert Nozick, Why Do Intellectuals Oppose Capitalism? Policy Report, Vol. 20 No. 1 (Washington DC: Cato Institute, 1998).

322 Herbert L. A. Hart, The Concept of Law (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1961), p. 188.

323 I discuss national identity in two reports for New Direction, In Defence of Small States (Brussels: 2016) and Why Conservatives Should Support the 
Free Market (Brussels: 2018). 

labour market and in the long term by economic 
growth. It should be understood, though, that 
economic growth is less a goal for which the rulers 
can plan than the happy long-term outcome of 
sensible policies under sound institutions.  

5. Inequalities, privileges and monopoly profits 
created by the state should be eliminated, which 
means that rules should be revised on patents, 
copyrights, trademarks, and occupational licensing, 
and that the tax system should be simplified and 
exemptions reduced, and that tariffs and other direct 
or indirect subsidies to producers, also in the arts and 
sports, should be abolished.

6. Even where there may be a political consensus that 
the state, or in other words usually the richest 20 per 
cent of the taxpayers, should pay for certain welfare 
services such as nursery schools and emergency 
wards, consumer choice and competition should 
wherever possible be introduced.

7. Compulsory primary education should aim at 
creating the skills necessary in the labour market, 
fostering a sense of national identity and encouraging 
and rewarding exceptional students.323 It should be 
publicly funded, but with the possibility of choice and 
competition, for example through a voucher system. 

8. Higher education should be privately produced, and 
paid for by its consumers, although the state might 
facilitate a sustainable system of student loans.

9. Medical services should be private produced, and 
paid for by its consumers, although the state might 
help to establish a system, even a compulsory one, of 
medical insurance.  

10. Inequalities stemming from individual luck, 
personal skill and consumers’ choice and not from 
any acts of injustice should be accepted, and those 
earning high income because of their superior talents, 
special skills and expertise should be applauded 
rather than envied. The Mozarts and Einsteins of this 
world bestow benefits upon us, even if the self-
esteem of their possible rivals might be reduced.

11. The welfare state should not be extended to 
financiers, banks and big corporations that regrettably 
are now often bailed out by governments. If 
depositors would get priority claims on banks’ estates, 
like in Iceland, mass panic during financial crises could 
be avoided, and this should in turn make it possible to 
abolish government guarantees of deposits, although 
a private mutual insurance scheme of banks, like in 
Switzerland, may be established.

12. The state, or in other words usually the richest 
20 per cent of the taxpayers, should not be forced 
to pay for socialist propaganda through government 
research grants or university courses, whereas of 
course socialists should be free to preach their creed 
at their own expense. The idea of science as the free 
competition of ideas should be encouraged.

13. Tax Freedom Day should be celebrated all over the 
world, marking the day when you start working for 
yourself and not for others. Perhaps in the calculation 
of the date the four widely accepted public goods, 
national defence, public security, a safety net and 
primary education, should be subtracted from 
total government outlays as being legitimate and 
benefitting all. This would shorten the period in which 
you are presumed to work for others. If so, then the 
End of Forced Labour Day might be celebrated which 
would be at the end of the period when you are only 
working for others, and not for yourself, individually 
and collectively. 

14. The OECD, once a bulwark of free market 
economics, should cease to advocate collectivism, 
redistributionism and ‘tax harmonisation’ and focus 
instead on collecting data and enlightening the public 
about fundamental economic principles.

15. The EU should cease to put pressure on its 
member states to raise their corporate income taxes 
and instead allow them to set the level of taxation 
themselves. The EU should be developed in the 
direction of an open market, not of a closed state. 
It should be a federation of states, not a federal 
state. It should be more like a market forum than a 
fortress. 

16. The World Bank and the IMF should cease to 
extend soft loans to governments that cannot obtain 
them on the free market because they are correctly 

deemed too risky. Such loans only encourage public 
profligacy. Instead these organisations should focus 
on enhancing the understanding by politicians and the 
public alike of fundamental economic principles.

17. So-called development aid should be abolished, 
or radically reduced. The only effective aid is that 
given directly to designated recipients and monitored 
by concerned individuals and private organisations 
and foundations, such as the Bill and Melinda Gates 
Foundation. Of course, emergency aid should be 
maintained. 

18. The only effective long-term aid by governments 
in affluent Western countries to less developed 
countries is free trade. Capital should also be allowed 
to flow freely across borders, and immigration should 
only be restricted by considerations of integration 
(some groups refuse to accept the moral codes and 
social practices of Western countries), political unrest 
and the capacities of the welfare state (some groups 
seem solely to seek welfare benefits, while others are 
eager to work hard and contribute).     

19. The progressive personal income tax should 
be made a flat tax, with a low tax-free level. In 
an inclusive society, almost everybody should be 
included in the group of taxpayers, even if some of 
them may only contribute small amounts. Already 
many countries in Central and Eastern Europe have 
adopted a flat income tax, as well as the Channel 
Islands. 

20. The wealth tax and all capital gains taxes should 
be abolished. This would mean more money at 
the disposal of people with high to middle income 
which could imply a great increase in private charity, 
or alternatively a growing demand for the goods 
and services of low-income groups. Already many 
European countries have abolished the wealth 
tax, including Sweden, Denmark, Finland, Iceland, 
Germany, Austria and Germany. 

21. The inheritance tax should be abolished. It is 
particularly pernicious, as it usually taxes the same 
income for the third time, after it has been taxed as 
income and then the remainder as capital. Indeed, 
it has been abolished in many European countries, 
including Sweden, Norway, Austria, Portugal, Slovakia 
and Hungary.  

https://newdirection.online/publication/spending-other-peoples-money
https://newdirection.online/publication/spending-other-peoples-money


Example of a course of events 
explained in an educational and simple 
way. 

The example is taken from the 
publication Turning the Tables on 
World Trade by ELF. 
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TRADE OCCURS BETWEEN FIRMS, NOT COUNTRIES

Furthermore, it is neither the countries nor their governments that trade with one another, although it may sometimes 

seem so in the simplified world of trade theory. In most cases, trade occurs between profit-maximizing firms convinced 

that they have something to gain from trade.

On this point there is an inconsistency in the Trump administration’s views. In a market economy, trade barriers 

constitute serious state interventions. Even though both the Trump administration and the Republican Party see 

themselves as supporting an economy free from state interference and built on the principles of market economy, 

the administration’s trade policy is driven by goals and values that fundamentally differ from those of the market. It is 

contradictory to aim at reducing regulations in general while simultaneously increasing state interference in foreign 

trade. One could expect that the Trump administration would see state interventions in foreign trade as a political 

oversteps and an encroachment on the freedom of individuals, consumers and firms. This aspect of trade policy seems 

however to be a blind spot for today’s US republicans, and traditionally also for the democrats.

TRADE POLICIES ARE NOT DICTATED BY ONLY ONE COUNTRY

Trade policy in one country usually affects policies of other countries; there are spill over effects. It is therefore common 

in politics to consider reactions and effects in other countries when analysing the consequences of trade policy ex 

ante. Are retaliation and backlashes triggered? Are new alliances formed? Are trade flows changed? Is the international 

allocation of production affected? The Trump administration have hardly been seen to have initiated such thought 

processes, despite for example the fact that reciprocity is a key principle in trade policy. 

One recent example of such a spill over effect is when the US steeply raised tariffs on an array of imported Chinese goods in 

June 2018. In retaliation, China immediately introduced a 25 % tariff on the import of, among other things, soybeans from the 

US. 9 The Chinese retaliations reduced the profitability for farmers and exporters – primarily in Illinois, Iowa and Minnesota –  

by lowering the price of soybeans (China replaced soybeans from the US with increased import of soybeans from Brazil). 

The fact that China chose to have the bulk of their countermeasures affecting these three states is no coincidence since the 

election results from these states are likely to be crucial for the Republicans in future general elections. 10 

As a reaction, president Trump promptly promised a support package of twelve billion USD to the affected soybean 

farmers and other affected groups. 

To sum up: The increased American trade barriers against China resulted in increasing subsidies to farmers in the US, 

lower prices for American soybean producers, the risk of Brazilian producers in the long run taking a portion of the 

Chinese market from American farmers, and a distorted competition in several markets. 11

9 Soybeans are grown e.g. in the American Midwest and in Latin America, and are used as compound feed for pigs, for example

10 Trump has stated that he regards the pattern of Chinese retaliation as a political interference in the US midterm elections in 2018. 

11 Presidents Richard Nixon and Jimmy Carter have also made interventions resulting in negative consequences for American farmers and agricultural 
exports. Nixon’s restrictions on the export of soybeans to Japan led to the Japanese agriculture becoming more self-sufficient, to the long-term detriment 
of American agricultural export to Japan. Carter interfered with wheat export to Russia during the Soviet-Afghan War; in doing so, he turned the farmers 
against him and helped Ronald Reagan, who promised the farmers, “never again”.

TURNING THE TABLES ON WORLD TRADE? 
REFLECTIONS ON US AND EU TRADE POLICY AFTER THE 2016 AMERICAN PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION

https://www.liberalforum.eu/publications/turning-the-table-on-world-trade/
https://www.liberalforum.eu/publications/turning-the-table-on-world-trade/


EXPLAIN  
STEP-BY-STEP 5

Show step-by-step why the facts that you present lead to your 
conclusions and recommendations. Try to avoid big jumps from facts 
to conclusions.
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The publication New in Europe – A Vision 
on Migration by ELF and the Hans van Mierlo 
Foundation is a good example of a step-by-
step structure. The publication starts with a 
description of the migration system today, 
continues with liberal principles and ends with 
policy recommendations.  
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TRY TO BE SPECIFIC WHEN GIVING 
POLICY RECOMMENDATIONS 6

Who should do what, and with which resources? Try to avoid 
recommendations like “this is an important problem and more 
resources have to be allocated to solve it.”
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This is a good example of policy 
recommendations with information about 
who should do what. 

The example is taken from the publication  
Disinformation and democracy: The home 
front in the information world by the 
European Policy Center. 
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4. Recommendations

4.1  THE EU AND MEMBER STATES

As it is the highest level at which effective policy can be 
implemented and enforced, the EU remains the most 
promising level for action against disinformation: it 
is best placed to combat a cross-border phenomenon 
without the pressures of day-to-day national politics.  
In general terms, the Code of Practice and the civil 
society/private sector aspects of the Action Plan 
should be the priority: they err on the side of inaction,  
but this is preferable to clumsy or inappropriate action. 
There is a very real danger of making things worse. 

Ultimately, the only truly effective way to fight 
disinformation will be to address the crisis of confidence 
in mainstream politics that is creating demand for 
alternative narratives, and this should be the first 
priority of any actor. In the meantime, however, the 
focus of EU efforts should be to develop a supportive 
environment in which NGOs, civil society, the 
media and the wider private sector can construct 
the societal infrastructure needed to resist 
disinformation.

q  The Code of Practice is an excellent starting point, 
and it should remain at the heart of the European 
response to disinformation. Its voluntary nature 
is a weakness, but compulsion would likely be 
counter-productive. To keep the signatories bound 
to their commitments, the European Commission 
must therefore keep the option of regulation on the 
table as an incentive. There must be consequences 
if signatories choose to withdraw from the Code 
or specific commitments – the threat of regulatory 
measures that could be harmful to business practices 
should serve to keep the signatories committed  
to cooperation.

q  Since it is implemented on a purely voluntary basis, 
the Code of Practice must be widely advertised 
so that the public is aware of it and can hold 
signatories to account. The Commission should insist 
that the reports, which signatories should submit 
each month, include details on their efforts to spread 
awareness among their users about the Code and what 
they are doing to meet their commitments. These 
reports should be made public, and the Commission 
should issue a regular public evaluation of how each 
signatory is doing, including recommendations of 
where improvements could be made.

q  Fighting disinformation in Europe should take 
place in the civil space to ensure that actors are 
democratically accountable. There is a role for 
military strategic communications in countering state 
actor interference, but excessive concern over the 
influence of ‘Russian bots’ in European democracy 
risks neglecting the very real home-grown threat from 
populists, trolls and the far-right. The European public 

space must be reclaimed by the European public, 
not by the EEAS or state security services, and 
allowing the fight against disinformation to be framed 
as a national or European security matter rather than 
a domestic challenge will only contribute to further 
alienating a sceptical public. This is why the Code  
of Practice, with its focus on civil society and  
the private sector, should take priority over security 
sector actions.

q  The policy expert consensus is that EU vs Disinfo 
provides a valuable service in the Eastern 
Neighbourhood; but to avoid playing into conspiracy 
theories or hostile narratives its role within the 
EU member states should be reconsidered. As a 
platform that casts judgement on whether something 
is true or false, it is potentially vulnerable to these 
criticisms and should tread carefully. Either it should 
be moved from the EEAS to the Commission (or better 
still, to an independent body not directly affiliated 
with political interests) and tasked with a specifically 
domestic brief, or it should restrict its operations to 
analysing Russian state media and propaganda in 
Ukraine and other Eastern Neighbourhood countries. 
In any case, it should be rebranded to remove the 
reference to the EU in its name, and if it seeks to 
convince as well as document then it should  
consider using more detailed disproofs and a more 
professional tone.

q  The European Commission should expand its 
horizon beyond the hosts and distributors of 
online disinformation, and look into what it can 
do to support not only NGOs but also private 
sector actors with an interest in maintaining high 
informational standards in public life, as these  
have may have access to specialist knowledge and  
resources out of the reach of governmental actors. A 
European-wide advertising blacklist of suspicious 
sites, updated regularly with input from consultants 
or advertising agencies across the continent, would 
be an excellent start to cutting off the revenue stream 
that makes disinformation profitable.

q  If national governments seek to legislate against 
disinformation, such as by expanding hate 
speech laws, they must tread carefully. It should 
ultimately be up to the courts to decide what 
is disinformation and what is not, not private 
companies or politicians. It is true that legal 
prosecution is too slow to be effective in preventing 
content from reaching large numbers of viewers. 
But the response should not be to use this argument 
to justify clamping down on media freedom, but 
rather to recognise the limits of legislating against 
disinformation and invest efforts elsewhere.

q  The EU must ensure that it does not overlook or 
permit threats to media freedom implemented 

http://www.epc.eu/en/publications/Disinformation-and-democracy-The-home-front-in-the-information-war~21c294
http://www.epc.eu/en/publications/Disinformation-and-democracy-The-home-front-in-the-information-war~21c294


This chapter from the publication 
You Had One Job by ELF and NEOS 
Lab is a good example of a detailed 
policy recommendation. 
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YOU HAD ONE JOB – TRANSFORMING SOCIAL SECURITY SYSTEMS INTO THE DIGITAL WORKING AGE  25

4 Policy Design 

4.1 Introduction

The previous chapters have described the market and assessed the deficiencies of the 
platforms. However, the benefits of these new platforms are clear. They increase the 
transparency of the labor market as well as the traceability of payments and thus the 
taxation of income (Donini et al. 2017). Moving work from the informal to the formal 
sector is also helpful. Skills-based platforms also help to spread knowledge and skills 
and help to start the “diffusion machine” discussed earlier. 

Dettling (2017) has shown for the US that access to high-speed internet has increased 
the participation of married women with children and higher levels of education in 
the labor market. Fabo, Karanovic and Dukova (2017) see the benefits for workers who 
have less attractive opportunities and the promise of a job engine. A similar argument 
is made by the European Commission (2016a) which concludes that these new 
mechanisms can generate new employment opportunities and support persons who 
have not been able to be economically active in other forms of employment.

This report follows the argument that a new form of work needs new protection 
mechanisms even if old standards might be adapted (Todolí-Signes 2017). Within this 
chapter, a model similar to the German artist insurance model will be proposed to 
address the challenges outlined in chapter 3.

Social security systems are meant to protect individuals from risks. The following 
elements are usually covered by social security systems (Forde et al. 2017):

 • Healthcare (costs)

 • Sickness (benefits paid during sick leave)

 • Maternity (costs and benefits)

 • Disability (benefits)

 • Old age (pension benefits)

 • Survivors (benefits)

 •  Employment injuries/accidents at work  
and occupational diseases (costs)

 • Family (benefits)

 • Unemployment (benefits)

 •  Guaranteed minimum  
resources (benefits)

 • Long-term care (costs)

The appendix gives an overview of various social security systems. It is interesting  
to note that the systems are managed quite differently across Europe. While some  
are tax-financed, others are contribution-based.

https://www.liberalforum.eu/publications/you-had-one-job-transforming-social-security-systems-digital-working-age/


SHOW YOUR RECOMMENDATIONS 
IN A CLEAR WAY7

Use bullet points or numbering when you list your policy 
recommendations. 
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Example from the publication  
Policy Brief – Bioenergy with carbon 
capture and storage by ELF and Fores.
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What does the book conclude and recommend?

BECCS is a key mit-
igation technology 

in climate scenarios 
resulting from inte-
grated assessment 

modelling but their 
theoretical potential 

should be interpreted 
cautiously.

1
Existing European 

point sources of 
biogenic CO

2
 indicate 

a substantial potential 
for BECCS, particularly 

the paper and pulp 
industry.

2
Evidence suggests that 

BECCS research and 
development will not 

be a ‘slippery slope’ 
in need of constraint, 
but instead an ‘uphill 

struggle’ in need of 
incentivization.

3

Policy makers should 
turn their attention to 
incentivising BECCS 
research and devel-

opment, starting with 
the harmonization of 
existing climate poli-
cies at different levels 

of governance.

4
There should be broad 

societal involvement in 
defining the tools – and 
terms – of incentivising 

BECCS research and 
development.

5
Policymakers should 

refrain from using the 
absence of BECCS as an 

argument for holding 
back instruments that 
could create demand 

for them.

6

https://www.liberalforum.eu/publications/policy-brief-bioenergy-with-carbon-capture-and-storage
https://www.liberalforum.eu/publications/policy-brief-bioenergy-with-carbon-capture-and-storage
https://www.liberalforum.eu/publications/bioenergy-with-carbon-capture-and-storage-from-global-potentials-to-domestic-realities/


Example from the publication Why Conservatives Should Support the Free Market by New Direction.
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CONCLUSIONS

173 Gissurarson, In Defence of Small States (Brussels: New Direction, 2016).

174 Hegel, Vorlesungen über die Philosophie der Weltgeschichte, ed. by Eduard Gans (Berlin: 1837), Part III, Ch. 1, The Philosophy of World History, tran. 
by John Sibree (New York: Dover, 1956, 1st ed. 1857). 

T
he main conclusion of this report is that 
Georg W. F. Hegel, Michael Oakeshott, 
Sir Roger Scruton and other conservative 
critics of the free market present some 

noteworthy arguments, which however carry more 
weight against rationalistic, utilitarian or pragmatic 
liberalism than against the conservative liberalism 
articulated by Friedrich von Hayek and before him 
by Edmund Burke, David Hume, Adam Smith, Alexis 
de Tocqueville, Carl Menger and others. There is a 
coherent politicial position which combines respect, 
even reverence, for tradition and commitment to 
the free market. This is a tradition of cautious and 
continuous reform. It welcomes choice and change, 
but places it firmly within local ways. Perhaps von 
Hayek, Sir Karl Popper and some other scholars 
from the German-speaking community of the multi-
lingual Habsburg Empire were not very sensitive 
to the legitimate national aspirations of the small 
nations of Europe.173 But the fundamental difference 
between the conservatism of Oakeshott and Sir 
Roger on the one hand and conservative liberalism 
on the other hand might be that von Hayek and 
other modern conservative liberals would be 
universalists in the sense that they would think of 
freedom as the desirable general condition of all 
mankind, and not only as a product of Anglo-Saxon 
experience, confined to Anglo-Saxon countries. 
As no other than Hegel put it, history is the story 
of the gradual extension of freedom: In the orient, 
there was only the freedom of one, the despot; in 
Ancient Greece and Rome, there was the freedom 
of some, the ruling class; and in modern times there 
is the freedom of all.174 And when it becomes the 
freedom of all, the task presents itself, as von Hayek 
recognised, which principles will enable mutual 
adjustments of different individuals, often seeking 
initially incompatible aims.

On the basis of the analysis offered in this report, 
certain practical recommendations can be made on 
how to combine local ways and universal principles, 
tradition and liberty. These are 20 planks in a 
conservative-liberal political programme:  

1. Government should do little and do it well. It 
should vigorously uphold law and order, maintain 
a strong defence and extend help to the helpless, 
and not to those who can look after themselves. 
It should certainly not try to redistribute wealth or 
income. Government subsidies to unsustainable 
lifestyles, however quaint and charming they might 
be, should be eliminated.

2. The legislator should encourage and facilitate the 
establishment and operations of local authorities 
(such as Scotland in the United Kingdom, Catalonia 
in Spain, and the land of the Basques straddling the 
French-Spanish border), regional councils (such as 
the Nordic Council and the Tyrol regional authority), 
religious congregations, autonomous associations 
and self-help organisations (such as those formed by 
the handicapped, and by former alcoholics, the AA).

3. While religious sects with strict, even illiberal, 
codes of conduct should be left alone by 
government, insofar as they pose no danger to 
public safety, the right of exit, as well as of entry, 
has to be protected. For example, Muslim women 
in Europe who do not wish to have their marriages 
arranged by their fathers or brothers must be able 
to choose for themselves.

4. Immigration, within reasonable limits, of people 
who are eager to work and contribute to society 
should be welcomed. “You shall not wrong a 
stranger or oppress him, for you were strangers 

in the land of Egypt.”175 However, immigrants 
have to obey the law and respect the customs 
of their adopted countries, or else return to their 
homelands. For example, United States schools 
should not become bilingual just because of a 
surge of Spanish-speaking immigrants. Also, it is in 
no way wrong to put the obedience of immigrants 
to test, as Swiss local authorities did in 2018 
when a Muslim couple in Lausanne were denied 
citizenship because they refused to shake hands 
with members of the opposite sex.176   

5. Devolution should be implemented to the furthest 
extent possible, in accordance with the subsidiary 
principle, well established in catholic political 
thought.177 For example, local communities 
should make decisions about whether to allow 
recreational drugs, including alcohol, nicotine and 
cannabis, pornography, prostitution, gambling and 
other activities deemed immoral or degrading by 
many. This would to some extent establish choice 
in communities, mutual accommodation by exit 
and entry. 

6. Ensuring adequate civic education for all citizens 
should be a priority in liberal Western democracies. 
It should on one hand consist in basic professional 

175 Exodus 22, 20.

176 Muslim couple denied Swiss citizenship over handshake refusal, The Telegraph 18 August 2018.

177 Pope Pius XI, Quadragesimo anno, §79 (15 May 1931).

178 Le Livre noir du communisme. Crimes, terreur, répression, ed. and with an introduction by Stéphane Courtois (Paris: Robert Laffond, 1997), The Black 
Book of Communism (Cambridge MA: Harvard University Press, 1999).

skills, such as reading and writing, and on the 
other hand in learning about the common identity 
of the nation, or nations, within a country, most 
importantly about her history, language, literature 
and conventional morality, including in Europe and 
the two Americas Christian values.

7. In teaching history, it is important to recognise 
and emphasise that the two totalitarian creeds 
of the twentieth century, national socialism and 
communism, systematically killed, starved to 
death, enslaved and imprisoned hundreds of 
millions of innocent people. Communism was as 
criminal in nature as national socialism.178

8. Whereas there is a case for government, or in 
other words taxpayers, bearing the costs of 
education, it need not be produced by the state. 
Parents and students should be given the right 
to choose between schools, all of which would 
however have to adhere to minimum standards. 
This could be accomplished by ‘vouchers’ issued 
to families by government and used to pay for 
education.

9. The most important poverty relief is to add 
opportunities for people to produce themselves 

11
The Long Room, Trinity College 

Library, Dublin. Government 
has to ensure that primary 
and secondary education 

transmits some understanding 
and appreciation of the history, 

language, literature and 
conventional morality which 

together constitute the national 
identity of a country. 

https://newdirection.online/publication/why-conservatives-should-support-the-free-market


THINK ABOUT 
COUNTERARGUMENTS 8

Think about which counterarguments the reader can have to your 
recommendations and try to answer them preemptively.
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Example, from the conservative think tank New 
Direction’s publication Why Conservatives 
Should Support the Free Market, where the 
chapters dismantle counterarguments that 
conservatives make to oppose the free market. 
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Another option is to use text boxes in 
order to address counterarguments. 

Taken from the publication The Economic 
Benefits of Globalization for Business 
and Consumers by ECIPE.
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The Economic Benefits of Globalization for Business and Consumers Fredrik Erixon

their technological standard – not to mention the living standard – would be very different from 
today. For most developed economies in the world, the technology they are using has, as a rule 
of thumb, been developed somewhere else – and without access to it, their welfare would be 
substantially lower. The number of hours that the average U.S. worker would have to put in to 
afford a cellphone would be closer to those 456 hours that were necessary in 1984 than the four 
hours needed today.41

Box 7: Greening the Economy through Trade
International trade, some argue, pollutes the environment because of the carbon emissions that 
come from the transport of goods, and therefore it is much better that people buy local goods. 
And it is true that trade is a source of carbon emissions, not just through transport but also 
because trade boosts output and economic growth. Yet the alternative is hardly better. While 
people in Europe may for a variety of reasons prefer to buy local food, it is far from certain that 
it will reduce carbon emissions. Buying apples in Europe just after the autumn harvest is better 
than buying them overseas, if carbon emissions is the only yardstick. But the substantial part 
of the food we consume in Europe requires emissions in the production that outweighs the 
total emission from production and transport when we buy from the Southern hemisphere. The 
energy that is necessary to produce food in Europe is a far bigger source of carbon emissions 
than the transport. Buying cut flowers from Kenya rather than Holland or broccoli from South 
America rather than Continental Europe cuts carbon emissions.42 Hence, trade is a method 
to economize with natural resources. Equally important, trade is also a way for countries, 
businesses and people to get access to new technology that reduces energy consumption 
and carbon emissions. Imagine what it would be like for a European country to reach its climate 
targets and the Sustainable Development Goals – without access to technology from other 
countries. A strategy built on closed borders would be unaffordable and countries would be 
saddled with technologies that are inadequate. Solar panels and wind mills would exist in just 
a few countries, and electric vehicles would be a luxury for the rich. Transfer of technology is 
powered by trade between countries and, without such flows, past and future achievements in 
greening the economy would not be possible. 

There are several direct and indirect effects of globalization on a country’s technological capacity 
and the intensity by which technology is applied in the economy. At the macro level, international 
trade and investment boost productivity growth by helping economies to get closer to the 
productivity frontier – those countries that are the most advanced users of technology. That 
process happens through a variety of means. Obviously, countries can import technologies that 
they cannot produce themselves, or that would take up a lot of resources to imitate. Moreover, 
investment by multinational enterprises tends to drive up the productivity in the sectors where 
they are active. While such direct effects traditionally have been considered important for trade 
and investment between countries with significant technological differences – e.g. North-South 
trade – modern economic research clearly shows its importance for economic exchange between 
developed economies. Intra-industry trade,43 for example, is known to lead to great technology 
diffusion because the importing country already has an industrial readiness for employing new 
technology.44 Moreover, globalized supply and value chains generally accelerate the spread of 
new ideas, technology and production methodologies, partly because partners in these networks 
tend to cooperate to develop new technology.45  

41 A cell-phone is not a smartphone, and it would take the average U.S. worker more than four hours of work 
to afford a smartphone.
42 Kommerskollegium, 2012.
43 Intra-industry trade is when two countries export and import with each other in the same product cate-
gory. Intra-industry trade is more prevalent in trade between countries of high economic development than 
in trade between countries with different levels of economic development.
44 Hakura & Jaumotte, 1999.
45 Baldwin, 2016; Ferrier et al., 2016.

https://ecipe.org/publications/the-economic-benefits-of-globalization-for-business-and-consumers/
https://ecipe.org/publications/the-economic-benefits-of-globalization-for-business-and-consumers/
https://ecipe.org/publications/the-economic-benefits-of-globalization-for-business-and-consumers/


WRITE FROM A  
LIBERAL POINT OF VIEW 9

Use liberal principles to come to your conclusions and discuss policy 
options from a liberal point of view. 
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To give arguments for and against a policy 
recommendation’s compatibility with 
liberalism is one way of doing it. 

On the left are the opening paragraphs of two 
chapters from the publication New Economic 
Models by ELF.  
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This conclusion fits well with the results of recent research undertaken by the OECD, as evidenced above (OECD, 

2017b). The OECD concludes that “converting all or most existing income supports into a flat-rate, “no questions 

asked” transfer at modest levels would require substantial additional tax revenues. Even then a BI (= Basic 

Income) may result in losses for substantial parts of the population, and would not significantly reduce poverty 

from existing levels.”  

The liberal case 
for a uNiversal basic iNcome 
 

We now turn away from statistics and budget lines and explore a series of practical, political and ideological 

arguments concerning the basic income. We start by presenting a liberal case in its favour. We will argue 

that a universal basic income increases freedom, reduces inequality and makes for a smaller, less intrusive 

government.

The basic income enhances freedom in a fundamental way. Liberal democracies already guarantee an 

extensive set of fundamental freedoms to their citizens. Freedom of speech, freedom of assembly and freedom 

of religion are constitutionally protected. Materially however, people are not free (Widerquist, 2017). To be able 

to lead their life as they want to, they need to earn an income. For most of them, this means they have to work.

That is not to say that earning an income is the only reason why people work. Work can provide people with 

structure and a purpose in life, as well as a sense of belonging and contributing to society. Many derive pleasure 

from the intellectual stimulation, the social interactions and the personal development associated with their 

occupation. But there are also many others who consider their job to be a necessary evil from which they 

would happily escape, given the chance. A guaranteed income would give them the freedom to do just that.

With a basic income, people can more easily switch to an occupation that is more to their liking (Lijnen, 2017). 

As happy workers are more productive workers, this would benefit the economy. People would also have the 

opportunity to return to education later in life and reorient themselves towards new types of activities. Those 

activities would be guided by their own dreams and desires, and not by the necessity of putting food on the 

table. 

”Fifty years from now...it will seem ridiculous that we used fear of not being able to eat as a way to motivate 

people”, is how Silicon Valley entrepreneur Sam Altman puts it (The Economist, 2016). More people will have the 

freedom to start their own business, thus boosting entrepreneurship. As the link between income and paid 

work becomes less important, unpaid labour, such as household commitments and other activities that are 

valuable to society, but not rewarded financially, will gain in relevance. 
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And if all this isn’t enough for some Liberals to fully embrace the universal basic income, then they should 

consider the following. As every citizen is entitled to a basic income, the bureaucracy required to operate it 

is only minimal, especially when compared to modern-day social security systems. A basic income therefore 

combines redistribution with a small and non-intrusive government (Lijnen, 2017).

Another feature of social security benefits is that they lead to unemployment traps, whereas no such thing 

exists when people are provided with an unconditional guaranteed income. And finally, in a basic income 

scenario, there is no longer any need to maintain economically stifling minimum wage regulations. 

The liberal case 
agaiNsT a uNiversal basic iNcome 
 

Before rushing towards the basic income with open arms, we should recognise that there’s also a liberal case 

to be made against the basic income. We choose not to focus on the question whether the basic income will 

cause people to work less. A number of experiments with a limited basic income have already taken place or 

are being rolled out. Hopefully, these will shed a light on this important issue. 

The first argument against the basic income is that it might be a solution to a non-existent problem. 

There’s no denying that labour markets will change profoundly as a result of automatisation, robotisation 

and digitalisation. It is far from certain though whether these changes will result in mass unemployment. 

Ever since the Industrial Revolution, people have been worried about a future in which machines and robots 

render human labour redundant. Two and a half centuries on, those expectations have never held true. Of 

course, automatisation and digitalisation have caused certain types of jobs to disappear. On the other hand, 

new technologies tend to lead to the creation of new types of occupations, the likes of which can’t even be 

imagined before they arise. 

A much-cited paper by Carl Benedikt Frey and Michael A. Osborne states that 47 % of US employment is at 

risk of computerisation (Frey & Osborne, 2013). However, a more recent paper (Arntz, Gregory & Zierahn, 2016) 

estimates that job automatibility in 21 OECD countries is only 9 %. The reason is that a lot of the jobs considered 

at risk in the first paper also require some face-to-face interactions. 

Also, there’s a difference between establishing that a job can be automated and predicting that it will be 

automated. Take-up of new technology is often slow, because of practical and legal hurdles, but also because 

of customer preferences and because new technology isn’t necessarily cheaper than human labour. 

The second argument concerns the cost of the basic income. The analysis above shows that in Belgium, a basic 

income at the level of the poverty line is not affordable presently, nor in the foreseeable future. The same goes 

for other developed countries, as evidenced by the OECD research already cited (OECD, 2017b). It is not known 

how the basic income would influence wages and inflation. But it seems probable that wages will fall, reducing 

the tax base and making it even harder to finance the basic income and other government expenses. The only 

way to make the basic income happen is by sharply increasing taxes, which would hurt the economy so much 

that beneficial effects of the basic income would be outweighed. A basic income would then become just an 

alibi for a massive redistribution of wealth.
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https://www.liberalforum.eu/publications/new-economic-models/
https://www.liberalforum.eu/publications/new-economic-models/


Here is one example that shows that 
it is possible to write about a technical 
subject such as the European defence 
market from a liberal point of view. 

Taken from the publication Solving 
the European Defence Market Puzzle 
by ELF and the Friedrich Naumann 
Foundation.
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Europe seeks to provide for its own security. That is the essential message of its 2016 Global Strategy, which 

states ‘strategic autonomy’ as a security political ambition. This is a reaction to emerging threats in the East 

and growing instability in the South. However, it also responds to an apprehension that the transatlantic 

alliance, an indispensable feature of Europe’s present security architecture, is not guaranteed forevermore.

The definition of ‘strategic autonomy’ is still to be debated. Nevertheless, it is clear that the European Union 

will require a significantly higher degree of military capability than today in order to fulfil this ambition. This 

goal cannot solely be achieved by EU member states increasing their much criticised defence expenditures. 

They also need to tackle a considerable lack of interoperability among weapon systems and the wasteful 

inefficiency of defence investments. Both problems are closely related to the fragmentation of the European 

defence market.

EU member states still buy 80 percent of their defence equipment domestically. According to the European 

Commission, an amount of 25 to 100 billion euros could be saved, if more cooperation was implemented. 

The European armed forces’ fleet of 1 000 youngest generation fighter jets consists of 3 different types, 

whereas the US military operates 2 500 such jets of the same type. This is just one of many examples that 

illustrate the fragmentation of the European defence market. It is a military industrial jigsaw puzzle.

As a liberal reader, you might wonder why the forces of demand and supply fail to solve this puzzle. One 

reason is that the market is too small to function according to these laws. Tanks and frigates are being 

produced by very few companies and bought by a very small number of customers. This creates a bilateral 

oligopoly. Another important reason is that decisions on defence projects have security, political and social 

ramifications that touch on some of societies’ most sensitive nerves.

As a liberal reader, you might protest that, on any market, the State should as far as possible be limited to 

the role of a regulator. But on the defence market, states are not only the umpires but also the main players. 

They are almost always customers and, in some cases, also the most important shareholders in defence 

equipment manufacturing companies.

The European  
Defence Market
pieces of the puzzle
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https://www.liberalforum.eu/publications/solving-the-european-defence-market-puzzle/
https://www.liberalforum.eu/publications/solving-the-european-defence-market-puzzle/


THINK ABOUT  
THE DESIGN10

More people will read your text if it is accompanied by a good design. 
Graphs and pictures can be a tool to make your message clearer. 
ELF has a special template for the design of policy papers to ensure 
consistency and recognisability.

RECOMMENDATIONS ABOUT PUBLICATIONS
ELF PRODUCT GUIDELINES



Here an examples of good design for inspiration. Taken from the publication The historical and current state of Romanian-Russian relations by New Direction.

RECOMMENDATIONS ABOUT PUBLICATIONS
ELF PRODUCT GUIDELINES

8 9New Direction - The Foundation for European Reform www.europeanreform.org     @europeanreform

Stanisław GórkaRUSSIAN INFLUENCE IN ROMANIA

Agata Supińska: Historically, what did Romanian-
Russian relations look like?

Stanisław Górka, PhD: There is a certain stereotype 
that Orthodox societies will always like each other and 
will have close relations. Despite being isolated, which 
took place earlier, the Romanian-Russian relations 
start as late as the beginning of the 18th century. 
At that time joint Moldovan-Russian undertakings 
appeared, some of which succeeded while others 
did not. There was Dimitrie Cantemir, a Moldovan 
hospodar and eminent scholar, who bound his fate 
with Peter the Great. In this arrangement, Russia 
seemed to be a patron of Christian societies in the 
Balkans and Middle East thanks to the Orthodox faith. 

In the case of Romania, however, the relations weren’t 
that simple. When Russia, at Turkey’s expense, 
started to acquire the first parts of the territory in the 
Balkans, it did so at the expense of duchies, which 
now compose modern-day Romania. In 1812 Russia 
divided the Principality of Moldavia into two parts, thus 
ruthlessly annexing Bessarabia into the Russian state. 
However, the first annexation attempt was made earlier 
by Catherine the Great. Later, during the Crimean War, 
Russians lost a part of Bessarabia. It later regained the 
territory as a result of the next Russian-Turkish war, 
which brought independence to Romanians and Serbs, 
as well as autonomy to Bulgarians. 

There is a certain oversimplification that assumes 
if Bulgarians and Serbs are pro-Russian, then all 
Orthodox Balkan nations must be pro-Russian. Until 
World War II, the relations between Romania and 
Russia were sometimes good and sometimes bad. 
In the 19th century and the beginning of the 20th 
century, Romania pursued a multi-vector policy with 
the help of Austria-Hungary, Prussia and France 
to prevent being reduced to mental vassalage by 
Moscow. Romanian historians emphasise that in 
the 18th and 19th century, Russia waged war in the 
territory of the Romanian duchies ten times, thus 
contributing to war-related damage and devastation. 
For various reasons common people, aristocracy and 
intelligentsia were disappointed by Russia. During 
World War I, the countries were close allies, but it 
didn’t translate into lasting relations.

The relationship between Russia and Romania started 
to change after World War I. During the war for the 
territory left by the Russian Empire, both Romania 
and Poland fought for the shape of their future 
borders. Without much difficulty Romania managed 
to occupy Bessarabia, which the Bolshevik Russia and, 
subsequently, the Soviet Union refused to concede. 
The Soviet Union also refused to return Romania’s 
gold reserves (approximately USD 5 billion at today’s 
prices), as well as other valuable items that had been 
taken from Romania during World War I. Romania was 

RUSSIAN INFLUENCE 
IN ROMANIA 
Conversation with Stanisław Górka, PhD

1

https://newdirection.online/publication/the-historical-and-current-state-of-romanian-russian-relations


This example is taken from the publication 
EU at the Crossroads: Populist Propaganda 
vs. Democratic Solutions by the Institute of 
European Democrats.
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“Of course it’s 

not accepted, 

but the factual 

point is that all 

the terrorist 

are basically 

migrants.” 

FALSE

Victor ORBÁN 

Prime Minister of Hungary 

https://www.iedonline.eu/publications/2019/populist-propaganda-vs-democratic-solutions.php
https://www.iedonline.eu/publications/2019/populist-propaganda-vs-democratic-solutions.php


Examples of different infographics.  
You can find recommendations about how  
to use them here.
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https://blog.adioma.com/how-to-think-visually-using-visual-analogies-infographic/


PUBLICATIONS  
CAN BE INTERACTIVE11

In the digital version of your publication, you can, for example, have 
videos and links on which the reader can click. 
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A toolkit against populism by 
ELF and FNF is one example of an 
interactive publication.
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Check out how VVD does Facebook Live sessions with 

voters, often with Prime Minister Rutte himself:

Not just because it works, but also because it is ex-

tremely important for a politician to have these conver-

sations. It is your job to talk to people and learn about 

their concerns.

Do it in a personal way. Not with political language, but 

with normal language. Just like you would talk to your 

parents, wife, husband or friends. Not with pictures or 

topics that interest you, but with things that interest 

your voter. Also: make sure it’s real and sincere. Don’t 

pretend to be interested in what people have to say, BE 

interested in what people have to say. Try to reach as 

many people as you can personally.

HAVE NO FEAR
Do not let yourself be bullied by bad populism. If they 

lie, call them out. If they attack you, don’t complain 

about how dishonest it is. Don’t complain about their 

style or tactics. Just be strong.

There is a delicate approach needed here. Because 

not everything that populists throw at you should be 

thrown back. They will try to shock you, scare you, or 

insult you at every possible moment. They will not back 

up their attacks with facts. Their attacks will be about 

emotions, not about rationality. So don’t respond with 

rationality. If an attack is based on emotions, respond 

with an emotional appeal. Which is, of course, always 

based on rational arguments. That way, we make a clear 

difference.

See how the Dutch Greens turn the narrative of fear into 

a narrative of hope in their video “Nothing to fear but 

fear itself”: 

GET OUT OF YOUR BALLOON
Liberals like to talk about things that are not necessar-

ily at the top of voters’ priority lists. Be careful with this. 

You can compare it to being in a hot air balloon with 

your liberal colleagues. You’re trying to give a speech 

to the people who are on the ground. Every time you 

talk about the single market, human rights, free trade 

or even populism, hot air will be pumped into your bal-

loon and you will fly up a little higher. Until finally, your 

A TOOLBOX AGAINST POPULISM 
TOOLS AGAINST POPULISM 

– CAMPAIGNING ONLINE AND OFFLINE:  

IT ALL STARTS WITH BEING A GOOD PERSON –

23

Click Screen for VVD’s Facebook account

Click Screen for GroenLinks on YouTube

https://www.liberalforum.eu/publications/432/


Privacy and the GDPR by BDO is another example of an interactive publication.
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https://perspectieven.bdo.nl/special-privacy-gdpr-2018-en-gated/cover


THINK ABOUT HOW YOU CAN CREATE 
AN INTEREST IN YOUR PRODUCT12

Define your target audience carefully and devise a strategy to reach 
them. Try to involve your target group while you are working with your 
product. For example, hold a workshop where you can simultaneously 
receive input and generate interest in your work. Distribute condensed 
policy briefs, blogposts or videos that summarize the content of your 
lengthier publications. Think of a catchy title in the form of a 5-W 
question. Would you be more interested in the book “Populism as the 
real issue of the 21st century” or “How to debunk populism online?”.
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REVIEW  
YOUR PUBLICATION13

A book, policy paper, policy brief or an issue brief should 
be peer-reviewed before you send it to ELF.
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OUR RECOMMENDATIONS 
ABOUT VIDEOS AND 
PODCASTS
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DISTINGUISH BETWEEN ‘INTERVIEW’ 
AND ‘CONVERSATION’ PODCAST14

Avoiding a conflation between the two formats will help the listener 
to have a clearer understanding of the topic.
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HELP  
YOUR GUEST15

Prepare your guests. If they are briefed in advance, the conversation 
will be more natural. Also, remind them about the importance of 
taking pauses. Once they’ve made their points, take a few seconds of 
break.

RECOMMENDATIONS ABOUT VIDEOS AND PODCASTS
ELF PRODUCT GUIDELINES



DEFINE YOUR 
TARGET AUDIENCE16

Keep in mind who you are talking to when making a podcast or 
a video. Your target group will determine the amount of time you 
need to devote to introducing the topic. For example, is your target 
audience the “Brussels bubble” or a national audience?

RECOMMENDATIONS ABOUT VIDEOS AND PODCASTS
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KEEP A FLOW  
IN THE STORYLINE 17

When you prepare some questions for the interviewee, ensure a 
build-up of the story. Stick to one topic for the conversation and only 
use anecdotes if you can master them.

RECOMMENDATIONS ABOUT VIDEOS AND PODCASTS
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Two examples of good podcasts.

RECOMMENDATIONS ABOUT VIDEOS AND PODCASTS
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THE WORLD IN 30 MINUTES 
A good conversation podcast

PHILOSOPHY BITES
A good example of an interview-
style podcast.

https://www.ecfr.eu/podcasts/world_30_mins
https://philosophybites.com


OUR RECOMMENDATIONS 
VIDEO FORMATS AND 
GOOD EXAMPLES
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VIDEO FORMATS AND GOOD EXAMPLES
ELF PRODUCT GUIDELINES

INTERVIEWS 
This format is well-suited if you 
wish to create empathy around 
an interesting or inspiring person. 

VLOGS
Vlogs are diary-style videos 
and are typically firmed by one 
person in front of a camera. They 
offer an effective medium for 
taking the viewers on a journey. 

EMOTIONAL VIDEOS
This format is particularly suitable 
for personal storytelling and 
the promotion of ideas through 
stories. 

TRAILERS OR TEASER VIDEOS
This format lends itself well to 
making announcements. The 
primary purpose of trailers 
and teaser videos is to increase 
expectations and to create hype. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=timl8PdW8Es
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W8s3m4hWubk&list=PLC-Hp4cm6G-1y5t1XjvMTiYxE_yB_add2
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_qmgl8vhrf4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BuMb60SSdzM


VIDEO FORMATS AND GOOD EXAMPLES
ELF PRODUCT GUIDELINES

INFOGRAPHIC VIDEOS
This format is ideal for explaining 
complex ideas or concepts. 

EXPLANATORY VIDEOS
These videos are shorter than 
documentaries. They take a 
single issue and analyze it in max 
5 minutes with an expert.

DOCUMENTARIES
This is the lengthiest format 
and typically illustrates topics or 
policies in greater depth.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZL97hKyAwKo&list=PLC-Hp4cm6G-3cynG8SbQclp-qAvic5uiu
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JR4Jc-ovqmY&list=PLC-Hp4cm6G-06XNnl0KuDROjr1bivpFxc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=43T8GaCOYYg
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