
	

	

Bureau Member Report 
Laia Comerma Calatayud – Events and Training Officer 

April – November 2020 
 
 
Dear delegates, Dear liberal friends, 
 
I hereby present you my first bi-annual report as Events and Training Officer of LYMEC, after 
the election that took place in our first online congress in April. Those last months have not 
been easy, neither from a broader health and societal perspective, nor from our own particular 
one in LYMEC. We all had to get used to our new roles and responsibilities while adapting to 
a whole new way of working. I am saying that because the COVID-19 pandemic has 
represented both an opportunity and a challenge specifically for my role: it has been an 
opportunity to digitalize, to “go online”, to test new ways to organize our events and to speed 
up the configuration of our online training platform; however, this has also represented a 
challenge, as especially in the beginning of the year, those changes had to be done in full 
speed while keeping, always, the highest standards of engagement and interest in our events. 
Let me, in what follows, elaborate further in all that.  
 
In May, we organized the IMS seminar on cybersecurity, blockchain and big data, which 
was our first online seminar. This required the speediest reconfiguration of the program, but I 
would say that the final result, both in terms of the speakers and the engagement of the 
participants, outweighed ours and ELF’s expectations. The outcomes of this seminar are being 
used for social media promotion during the month of October, which is European 
Cybersecurity Month.  
 
Moreover, in June, our proposal was selected to organize a session within the ELF Ideas 
Accelerator event, on EU’s response to climate change, with the participation of our former 
president and MEP Svenja Hahn and MEP Martin Hojsík, moderated by our current President 
Antoaneta. Also the Energising Europe event was organized fully online, with high level of 
involvement and creativity by the participants, who came up with a Sustainability toolkit, and 
the conclusions of which will be further elaborated by the Working Group on Climate Change, 
which I am the moderator of, with a view to propose in the near future a resolution to our 
congress and thus prove that, as liberals we not only have solutions towards a greener and 
more sustainable future, but that those are the optimal ones. I strongly believe that.  
 
During all those months since the election, we have been working together with ELF to set up 
an online training platform, which I am proud to say that is already in the last stages of its 
development. We are currently testing it with actual events of ours, to implement blended 
learning making the most of the online learning opportunities that this platform offers for the 
participants’ preparation of the event and its follow-up. The first test will take place within the 
framework of this year’s Young Changemakers Academy, which I take the opportunity to 
say that it has been, so far, successfully turned into a hybrid event to follow all the travel and 
health restrictions that each of the 10 participant faces depending on their country of origin. 
Also because of those COVID-related restrictions, the location of the second YCA seminar 
had to be switched from Dublin to Warsaw, as this allows for 70% of the participants to attend 
in-person.  
 
Furthermore, a call to create a database of experts coming from the liberal family was 
launched in September, and the proposed experts will be the first people to be considered 
when setting up the program for our forthcoming events, depending on each event’s topic. 



	

	

Also a call for the editorial team of Libertas was launched, and the new team is already up 
and running and we are, for the first time since its inception, publishing a minimum of two 
articles each month. Also, we will start a new section for the magazine, featuring interviews to 
Liberal MEPs and MPs on EU-relevant topics. We are boosting our collaboration with IFLRY 
and its own magazine, Libel, with joint articles and interviews, as well as promoting stronger 
synergies in social media diffusion.  
 
In addition, the proposals for next year’s events were submitted to ELF, together with a new 
proposal to the Council of Europe. Further information will be given to the delegates and 
international officers as the stages of those events evolve, but rest assured that we are closely 
monitoring the pandemic-related safety restrictions for each of them, while making our best to 
make them relevant and attractive for you and the members of your youth organisations. Even 
after the pandemic, the continuation of fully online events will be considered, for its cost-
attractiveness and the fact that they do not require any kind of travel, making them more 
accessible to you all.  
 
Last but not least, I have been in close contact with the organizations belonging to my regional 
responsibilities, helping them in whatever capacity I have been able to. One of those will be 
applying for full membership in this autumn congress, while another one is considering 
applying for associate membership in the following spring one. I have tried to help them 
navigate to the difficulties that the lockdown has meant for us and our organisations, and 
promoting their continued engagement in LYMEC. When it has been possible, I have tried to 
travel to their events, as long as restrictions and health measures allowed.  
 
To conclude, I would just like to re-state that I am open to hear any proposal for an event that 
you would like to see LYMEC organize, or to collaborate with you in joint events, as this is 
what LYMEC and its infrastructure is there for. We will be as strong as the weakest one of us.  
 
Liberal regards,  
 
 
 
 
 
Laia Comerma Calatayud 
 
 
Events:  
 
Date Place Event/Purpose Organisation 
22-24/05/2020 Online IMS seminar on cybersecurity, 

blockchain and big data 
LYMEC 

13/06/2020 Online LYMEC Digital Assembly LYMEC 
24/06/2020 Online ELF Ideas Accelerator ELF 
25-28/06/2020 Online Energising Europe LYMEC 
29-30/06/2020 Online Hear me out, take me in! LYMEC/CoE 
13/07/2020 Online IMS thematic hangout – the CAP IMS SC 
31/07-02/08/2020 Athens Congress Young Liberals 

of Greece 
15/08/2020 Online ELF Studio Europe 1 ELF 
11-12/09/2020 Online ELF Studio Europe 2 ELF 
18-20/09/2020 Online Young Leaders Meeting LYMEC 



	

	

02-04/10/2020 Online / The 
Hague 

Young Changemakers Academy 1 LYMEC 

15-17/10/2020 Online ELF Studio Europe 3 ELF 
23-25/10/2020 Online/ 

Warsaw 
Young Changemakers Academy 2 LYMEC 

 
 


