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Dear Liberal Friends,  

After the Congress in Brussels, I hereby present to you my bi-annual report as Bureau member of 

LYMEC. 

The past half year has been marked by the European elections, and outlining and defending the 

LYMEC core priorities that we agreed upon during the electoral manifesto process. 

In the aftermath of the elections, it became clear to me that we need a clean start as well. As a 

policy officer, I believe that one of my core duties is guarding the word of our policy book, as the 

guidance to the stands and positions we defend and reflect outside of the organisation. In my 

contacts with many of you, and driven by my own conviction, I reached the conclusion that we 

need to perform a “fitness check” by working together on reviewing the outdated and contradicting 

positions that still linger in our policy. Assessing the underlying cause for keeping outdated policy, 

I proposed a bifold approach - a concept for the future, and an idea for the past. In order to address 

the matter for the LYMEC policy in the future, I worked on framing a sunset clause that would 

allow for an automated archiving of resolutions older than 6 years, unless the Bureau, any member 

organisation or IMS delegate makes a motion for prolonging the validity of one or several 

resolutions up for automated archiving.  

Addressing the situation that we already have at hand - our past policy, I started a process that was 

drawn as a concept from our experience in drafting the elections manifesto1. The process started 

in the beginning of August, as I sent a call for action to the member organisations and the IMS to 

participate in a review working group, assessing the content of Policy book chapters 1 and 2. 

Subsequently, I provided the people that wanted to participate with guidelines for starting their 

work. The participants were invited to read through the two chapters in the LYMEC policy book, 

and assess each of the resolutions as relevant, outdated or partially relevant and in need of revise 

or merger. In the second part of September and first days of October, I engaged actively with the 

non-formal working Group in a daily communication on the actions to be taken on each of the 

resolutions under review, the changes made and approach to take. By the deadline for tabling 

motions and resolutions, we had motions to archive, revise or proposals to keep all the resolutions 

 
1 As already stated in my first Bureau report, “I firmly believe, that even though not at all times easy, the manner of 

work as established with the manifesto working groups has proven to be productive, and I would be looking into 

having a similar approach with regards to revising LYMEC’s Policy book after the European elections in 2019.” 



 

in chapter 1 and the first 19 resolutions in chapter 2. This process was a learning and humbling 

experience. Since it is the first time such an initiative took place, the participants in the informal 

working group and I drew some conclusions on hold to streamline the work on reviewing the 

policy book for the next congress. Coming from this experience, there is a number of things that 

should be approached in a different manner. I would suggest that a formal Working group on the 

policy book review to be created; that the process is initiated immediately after the congress, so 

that sufficient time is provided for reading through the resolutions; that not more than 50 

resolutions are reviewed at a time (the current proposals managed to cover the 54 resolutions in 

chapter 1 and 19 in chapter 2), and that more detailed drafting tasks are distributed among the 

participants. I believe with those changes the process will be improved for the review of the 

remaining resolutions in chapter 2 ahead of the next LYMEC congress. 

As a second priority, in the meantime, I was working on preparing the LYMEC delegation to the 

ALDE Congress, which is to be held in Athens in the end of October. After submitting two 

resolutions to the Congress - on climate change and one on transnational lists, we managed to 

negotiate compromise texts with ALDE member parties that submitted proposals on similar topics. 

That would reinforce our position during the discussions of the texts, and our positioning as a 

reasoned and a reliable counterpart. Subsequently, we introduced a number of amendments to the 

resolutions, submitted for congress. Since the LYMEC policy book does not have any reference 

on carbon capture, soil protection, and chick cooling, we have refrained from amending those texts 

- but they are topics that the MOs are advised to consider for the future. To this moment the 

delegation held 2 Skype meetings of 3h. each, with 2 more meetings foreseen - to discuss the 

concrete strategy, the amendments, tabled by the ALDE Party members and the preparation of the 

delegation for interviewing the candidates for the ALDE Party Bureau elections.  

I am honoured to say that in the past term we all continued the work in a team-working spirit and 

that I had the support and help of the hard-working rest of the team at the LYMEC Bureau. I full-

heatedly hope that you would deem the Policy book review exercise beneficial and responding to 

the needs of our organisation, and am looking forward to continuing this process together.   

Respectfully yours,  

Antoaneta Asenova 

Events: 

Date Place Event/Purpose Organisation 

26-28 July 2019  Sarajevo, Bosnia 

and Herzegovina 

Seminar discussion with essay 

participation 

ELF/LYMEC 

05 – 06 July 2018 Brussels, Belgium Bureau meeting LYMEC 



 

22 - 25 August 2019 Belgrade, Serbia Bureau meeting and meetings 

with MOs in Serbia 

LYMEC 

13 - 15 September 

2019 

Bratislava, Slovakia Youth Leaders Meeting ELF/LYMEC 

24 – 26 October Athens, Greece  

(upcoming at the 

time of this report) 

ALDE Congress 2019 ALDE 

 


