
 

 

Dear Delegates, 

 

Please allow me a personal comment before giving the report. 

Our autumn congress is going to take place in London. When we decided to go there one and 

a half years ago we wanted to send a sign of European solidarity and friendship half a year after 

Brexit was supposed to happen. As I am writing this report now, it is still uncertain if Brexit is 

going to happen. The future of many young people in the UK is uncertain and I personally hope 

with all of my heart that Brexit won‘t happen but in this time of uncertainty it is even more 

important to show our friends in the UK that their friends in the European Liberal Youth are 

with them. 

One and a half years of our mandate is over and I am happy to give you a report of our teamwork 

and milestones achieved. In the Program of Action we had identified six areas that set the 

guidelines for our work with the overarching goal of making LYMEC a stronger political force. 

The biggest project of our mandate was centred around the elections to the European Parliament 

and our goals focussed on getting young people to the voting booths, getting them into the 

Parliament and getting young liberal ideas high on the agenda. Many young candidates from 

LYMEC member organisations ran for their national mother parties. I myself ran on the list of 

my party the FDP and got elected into the European Parliament and am thrilled to be one of 

the 18 out of 108 MEPs of the liberal Renew Europe Group that are below the age of 35. 

Political priorities 

The main focus of our mandate are the European Elections, our goal was to communicate our 

manifesto. High on our priority was always to establish good relations with the former ALDE 

Group now Renew Europe Group to create a network of MEPs we can work with on a regular 

base. My dual role as the President of LYMEC and a Member of the European Parliament 

allows me to work for young liberal policies from within the parliament. 

The biggest political project of the last half a year was executed by Policy Officer Antoaneta 

Asenova, giving our policy book a much-needed brush up. With a crew of volunteers from 

LYMEC member organisations she intensively worked to evaluate the content of the policy 

book, to combine resolutions and to archive resolutions that are older than most of our event 

attendees. 

 

Communication and Branding & European Elections and Campaigns 

Due to personal campaign occupation of Campaign Officer Deimante Rimkute we had to 

switch the responsibilities for the LYMEC election campaign to Vice President Edgaras 



 

Mascinskas, and it was Edgaras and Communication Officer Dan-Aria who planned and 

executed the campaign. Due to their great work we managed to reach about 400.000 young 

Europeans. 

I am extremely proud to share with you that the successful LYMEC Young Changemakers 

Academy will be repeated int the next year with the support of the European Liberal Forum. 

The Academy will offer a unique environment to learn and grow to young politicians and 

campaigners and allow them to build a network that crosses borders. The continuation of the 

programme with high quality training delivers on LYMEC goals of training and networking 

and is a responsible way to use our limited resources and to build up a network of European 

minded politicians. 

Organisational development 

We are constantly evaluating our activities and already executed the biggest learning for the 

planning of our events for 2020 by reducing the quantity of events as LYMEC Bureau and 

Office are at the verge of what is possible. We will rather focus on ensuring a high quality of 

our events. On the other hand, we are still working on offering digital trainings and making 

knowledge accessible online.  

It’s a pity that none of the projects assigned to Engagement officer Pau Castellvi Canet worked 

out. The online learning platform is currently still in a trial period and not rolled out and the 

political hackathon that was developed together with FNF as a policy summer school had to be 

cancelled due to a lack of registration. This shows that sometimes new experiments can be 

more difficult than thought but I strongly believe it is necessary to try to find new ways of 

engaging members on political capacity building. 

Individual Members Section 

Edgaras Mascinskas is the responsible person in the LYMEC Bureau to work with the IMS. 

After the implementation of the new IMS structure the new Steering Committee started its 

work to get more IMS engaged. The IMS event in December is already being planned by the 

Steering Committee to make it more tailored towards the needs of our individual members. The 

IMS delegates now freed from organisational tasks can focus their work on the preparations 

and execution of IMS interests at the congresses. 

Alumni Network 

Unfortunately, the work on the Alumni Network has been put on hold due to capacity reasons 

of the bureau. We are looking into ways how to put more focus on this project in the last half 

a year of our mandate. 

 

 



 

 

Networking 

Though not an official goal of our Program of Action it still is an extremely important point 

for all our activities and one of the main duties as the president. As I am in Brussels on a regular 

base as a member of the European Parliament I am delighted that this combination allows me 

to to attend more events and to speak at more occasions on behalf of LYMEC. 

I would especially like to thank former Secretary General Danica Vihinen, who has been in the 

secretariat of LYMEC for three years, and treasurer and auditor before that for two years each. 

Danica‘s passion and dedication has been essential for the success of our work in the past. And 

a big thank you to Vice President Edgaras Mascinskas who was a terrific support to me in 

balancing the management of LYMEC and being on the campaign trail running in the European 

Elections. 

Thank you especially to Antoaneta Asenova for pulling of two big political projects, our 

election Manifesto and the overhaul our policy book. And thank you to Communication Officer 

Dan-Aria Sucuri who managed to lead a successful LYMEC election campaign. 

If you have any questions concerning my or the overall work of the Bureau please feel free to 

contact me. I am looking forward to meeting you all in London. 

Best regards,  

 

 

Svenja Hahn  

President  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 

Events and activities attended 

 

Dates Place Event/ Purpose Organisation 

5.-7. April Brussels LYMEC Congress  LYMEC 

7. April Brussels LYMEC board 
meeting 

LYMEC 

28. June Brussels ALDE board 
meeting 

ALDE 

19. July Brussels Meeting youth 
Forum, role of 
youth in EP 

Youth Forum 

26. July Berlin Summer reception, 
speaker on youth 
in Europe 

Junge Liberale 

27. July Berlin Pride Parade Junge Liberale 

20. August  Potsdam Event on youth in 
Europe, speaker 

Junge Liberale 

22.-25. August Belgrade LYMEC board 
meeting 

LYMEC 

06. September Brussels Jubel festival, 
speaker 

Jubel Festival 

07. September Bergheim FNF, speaker on 
youth in Europe 

FNF 

10. September Brussels FNF event on 
shadow economy, 
speaker 

FNF 

13. September London ALDE board 
meeting 

ALDE 

13. September Bournemouth  LibDem autumn 
conference, 
speaker at training 
for young 
candidates 

Liberal Youth and 
Liberal Democrats  

14. September  Bratislava  Young Leaders 
Meeting 

LYMEC 

15. September Bratislava LYMEC board 
meeting 

LYMEC 

 16. September Strasbourg Meeting of young 
MEPs 

MEPs 



 

24. September Brussels Young Citizens 
Convention, 
speaker on future 
of Europe 

TEPSA 

25. September Brussels Eco reception, on 
youth and 
digitisation, 
speaker 

eco  

12. October Oldenburg JuLis congress, 
speaker 

JuLis 

16. October Online e-residents meet 
up of Estonian e-
residents 

E-residents 

24. October  Athens ALDE bureau 
meeting 

ALDE 

24. October Athens ALDE Council ALDE 

24.-25.  October Athens ALDE Congress ALDE 

24. October Athens FNF Panel debate, 
speaker 

FNF 

8.-9. November London LYMEC Congress LYMEC 
 


