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As LYMEC’s policy officer I had again the privilege to streamline and lead the LYMEC delegation 

to the ALDE Party Congress in Athens, held October 24-26.  It is my firm belief, that this constitutes 

one of the most impactful duties of the policy officer, as it provides LYMEC with a platform for 

increased visibility and taking a stand before the Liberal family. 

 

This year we submitted two resolutions – one on Climate change and one on Transnational lists and 

the Spitzenkandidat process, as we identified that on those topics we have relevant, up-to-date 

policy. As there were other ALDE members that introduced resolutions on the same topics, we 

started a negotiation process, so that one streamlined resolution text can be reached. In terms of the 

Climate change resolution, in the negotiation process LYMEC stood as an opinionated, strong, yet 

ready to compromise partner, and all our points were taken on board. In terms of the transnational 

lists resolution, the text proposed by LYMEC became the basis of the text proposed, with just a few 

additions and deletions by the ALDE IMS.  

 

After establishing the resolution partnerships and coming up with compromise proposals for the 

proposed resolutions, the delegation went into further preparation, where every delegation member 

was tasked with identifying the positions we would like to oppose or support in the resolutions tabled 

by the other ALDE parties, based on the positions supported by our congresses and embedded in the 

LYMEC Policy book, which provided us with a clear mandate to oppose or defend. In the process 

of this research, the delegation discovered that we have no proper LYMEC policy on topics such as 

carbon capture, soil protection, animal protection and innovative fuels. As LYMEC’s policy officer, 

I therefore strongly advise the international officers to consider those topics for the upcoming spring 

congress in Macedonia. 

 

In the course of the preparation, the LYMEC delegation held in total four Skype meetings with 

medium length of about 3 hours each. Looking into all the amendments tabled, we elaborated a 

strategy, including preparing arguments for defending our resolutions and our amendments and for 

speaking up in favour or against the amendments by the other ALDE Party members, and allocating 

a LYMEC delegation speaker on each of our positions. 

 

The delegation tabled in total 23 amendments, participated actively in the Working groups on the 

resolutions, as well as in the three ad hoc topical Working that were tasked with finding compromise 

solutions on the topics of climate change, EU democracy and the rise of China and the ALDE 

Congress at large. In addition, since this years’ was an electoral congress with nine candidates 

running for six positions for Vice-president, the delegation held hearings with all the candidates for 

ALDE vice-president and with the candidate for president, demanding commitment to the cause of 

LYMEC by each of the candidates. 

 

I am particularly proud to say, that the delegation represented LYMEC with a strong voice and 

visibility, safeguarding the positions of significant importance to us, despite the strong push-back. 

The president of LYMEC have received positive feedback with regard to the representation to our 

organization, values we defended, preparedness, but also desire to find compromise solutions.  
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That being said, I would like to once again underline that team-work and responsibility of the 

delegation members is of crucial importance for the smooth performance of the entire delegation. 

Therefore, I once again plead that the people running for the LYMEC delegation to ALDE Congress 

are fully convinced that their agenda would allow their availability – both in the preparation process 

and on the ground, as it requires commitment spreading far more than just the congress itself. 

 

 

 

Topics we managed to push for in the final text:  

• All our positions from the Climate change resolution approved by the LYMEC Spring 

Congress in Brussels  

• Transnational lists 

• Common European defence force  

• Stronger Rule of Law mechanism applicable to all member states 

 

Topics that we unfortunately could not win the vote on: 

• The Spitzenkandidat system  


