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Dear congress, dear young liberals, 
I must admit that I can’t help being a bit nostalgic as I write this report. The first 
report for a LYMEC congress I ever wrote was the interim audit report in 2012. If I 
count correctly it’s been 4 audit reports, 4 bureau reports as Treasurer and 6 
Secretary General reports before this one. But all good things must come to an 
end, and nobody should stay in a youth organisation forever, so here we are, 
plaease enjoy my last (half) report. 

The months after the Spring Congress in Brussels can be divided into three: 
Electoral campaign, reqruitment of an interim SG, and handover. On the sidelines 
of all of this the normal routines of the office moved on in their normal pace, 
including the application process for ELF projects for 2020. As before, I will try to 
break down everything for you by dividing this report into three parts: 
Administration, Policy and Outreach, and Events and Representation. 

Administration 
Administratively the biggest effort during my last months as Secretary General was 
the ELF application for 2020. As mentioned in my previous report, me and the 
President already made a draft plan in March to avoid too much of a hassle riht at 
the peak of the electino campaign, but nevertheless there was a lot to put 
together. Some initial feedback from ELF encouraged us to change the setup from 
one big project encompassing several events to one project per event, which in 
itself added to the workload but will eventually make the administration of the 
projects easier for all parties involved. 

After I right after the European elections accepted a job offer from LYMEC 
President Svenja Hahn to head her office in the European Parliament, and 
subsequently sending the Bureau my letter of resignation, I wholeheartedly 
engaged with the Bureau in setting up a recruitment process to find an interim 
Secretary General at an ambitious, but not too tight, schedule. I also tried to make 
sure to tie up any lose ends regarding work, though that is of course always easier 
said than done.  

After the recruitment of the interim SG I tried to put aside as much time as 
possible for a handover, and even though we in the end only had a few days 
together in the office I feel Balint had at least a little bit of guidance when taking 
over. Things that could have been done better include making sure the 
bookkeeping was up to date, but I did my best to be there in the following months 
to help and advice.  
During my very last week in the office we also launched by-elections for IMS 
delegate to replace Balint Gyevai after he was selected interim SG. 

I would like to extend a special thank you to the former Administrative Assistant 
Laurenz van Ginneken for being the organisational memory in the office during the 



transition, and for keeping my head in order when I had too many things to handle 
at once. I couldn’t have made it withouth you! 

Policy and Outreach 
The main policy and outreach work since last congress was clearly the EU election 
campaign, managed on several social media platforms and in different sequences. I 
was less involved in the running of the campaign, as the social media team 
consisting of Edgaras and Dan-Aria had help from our policy and campaign intern 
Eleni Vasileiou. As the campaign got to a late start due to the main responsibility 
within the Bureau being shifted from Deimante to Edgaras, I must say it was 
crucial for us to have an intern doing the day to day work on the campaign. 
Everything all of you saw durin the months leading up to the elections was thanks 
to Ed, Dan and Eleni working together as a great team and really delivering even 
when the odds were not in their favour.  

As was mentioned in my previous report we had great plans for a debate platform 
as well as a content-sharing learning platform for member organisations. 
Unfortunately neither of these projects moved any further during my last months 
in office, mainly due to the responible bureau members being preoccupied with 
other things. If I can leave one work of advice, it would be to at least get the 
learning platform up and running as it is already paid for! 

Events and representation 
The week after our own Congress I represented LYMEC at the European Youth 
Forum Council of Members (COMEM), and I had the priviledge to represent LYMEC 
at some other events. In May we organised an event in Moldova togehter with FNF, 
and in June I was speaking on behalf of LYMEC at an event in Ukraine organised by 
the National Youth Council of Ukraine and LDLU in cooperation with Unicef. I also 
represented LYMEC in a debate between youth politicians organised by the 
European Youth Forum and Université Libre de Bruxelles. 

On a more general note, I would like to take a moment to reflect on all the 
amazing opportunities I have been provided through my work in and for LYMEC. I 
have had the priviledge to defend (and occasionally take the fight for) liberal 
values in the European Youth Forum, I’ve gotten to know and work with amazing 
young liberals and activists from all over Europe, I’ve had the opportunity to 
represent the organisation both internally and externally, I’ve laughed, cried, lived 
and loved in this organisation for the past 7,5 years. Thank you for everything. 

Last but not least, I’d like to extend a few thank yous: Thank you to the amazing 
boss ladies Vedrana, Sissel and Svenja for pushing me and being amazing friends. 
Thank you to Slaven and Igor for being the best predecessors a girl could dream of. 
Thank you to Fenia, Paulina, Rick, Chris, Huw, Laurenz and Eleni for putting up 
with me as your boss (and for keeping my head over the water). Thank you to all 
the bureau members I’ve had the priviledge of working with and for over the 
years. And thank you LYMEC for giving me a liberal family. 

Yours in liberalism, 

Danica 



Events visited

Date Venue Event / Purpose Organisation(s)
5-7.4 Brussels, Belgium Spring Congress LYMEC
7,4 Brussels, Belgium Bureau Meeting LYMEC
11-13.4 Brussels, Belgium Council of Members European Youth Forum
6,5 Brussels, Belgium Pride reception Brussels parliament
10-12.5 Chisinau, Moldova Seminar LYMEC, FNF
15.5 Brussels, Belgium Innovation and European democracy Swiss mission to the EU
16.5 Brussels, Belgium Understanding EU citizenship FNF Europe
18.5 Brussels, Belgium Brussels Pride LYMEC, ALDE
8.6 Kyiv, Ukraine Advocacy and youth political engagement LDLU, NYCU
18.6 Brussels, Belgium Panel debate yputh and EU elections YFJ, ULB
18.6 Brussels, Belgium Renew Europe reception Renew Europe Group


