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Welcome to an amazing Berlin weekend Editorial

Dear liberal friends,
Let me welcome you to the new LYMEC 
Congress newspaper, our own printed 
source of information, news and ideas 
collected from all around our liberal 
family. A!er several years of running 
the New Libertas magazine in online 
format, we have decided to return back 
to the traditional newspaper print in 
order to target all of you with relevant 
information during our key annual 
events: the spring and autumn Con-
gresses. This will give you the possibili-
ty to gather the information from the 
newspapers and at the same time dis-
cuss it with other participants, estab-
lish direct exchange of ideas between 
member organisations and steer possi-
ble cooperation.
Let me also introduce you to the con-
tent of this newspaper. We have decid-
ed to move away from traditional 
issue-based magazine where we dis-
cussed at length certain topics and fo-
cus on real news from member organi-
sations and LYMEC. This will give us the 
opportunity to inform you of our activi-
ties, plans and projects, but also to 
share your news, announcements and 
ideas. We want to put you, our member 
organisations and your members, in 
the front and offer a platform to 
present your activities, campaigns and 
interesting people you have in your 
membership. We have gathered a small 
press team to work on the content and 
we hope that with this first issue we 

can attract you to join the press team. 
Feel free to contact our press officer 
Svenja for all additional information on 
how to join. And for all of you who are 
worried about the real hard core politi-
cal issues, we are continuing with our 
policy research and development 
working group, which will be our tool 
to collect your innovative political 
ideas and thoughts and publish it as an 
annual LYMEC white paper.
We hope you will enjoy reading our first 
issue of the Congress newspaper and 
get back to us with your comments and 
suggestions for improvements, your 
news and materials for our next issue 
or just join our press team and let's 
start working on our next issue togeth-
er.
Kind regards and I hope you will enjoy 
LYMEC in Berlin,
Vedrana

Welcome to our half-yearly congress 
and be prepared for a weekend filled 
with politics, profound discussions and 
awesome people.

The resolutions are as versatile as lib-

eralism.

How active LYMEC is, is proofed by the 
lively discussions on urgent topics and 
the future of Europe. The delegates will 
discuss more than 20 resolutions on is-
sues as press freedom for search en-
gines, energy politics, international 
arms trade and European Defence poli-
cy. But prostitution and refugee poli-
tics will be a topic as well. Don’t miss 
the debates.

Improve your knowledge and skills: 

Attend the fringe meetings.

This time the fringes will give you the 
change to discuss various urgent 
topics. The opening fringe on Thursday 
a!ernoon will deal with a very impor-
tant issue: energy politics and security 
of supply in Europe. It is one of the big 
tasks of our generation to create some 
sustainable and affordable concepts 
on the use of energy. Another current 
topic will be presented by the Yabloko 
Youth on Friday 2:15 pm. In their fringe 
meeting ‘State of Russian Opposition 
and the Influence of Sanctions’ they 
will bring up the situation between 
Russia and the EU. On Friday morning 

the discussions may heat up when In-
dividual Member Ermanno Martignetti 
invites you at 9:30 am to his fringe ‘An 
empty shell? The possible future devel-
opments of the Union’s Common For-
eign and Security Policy’. At 11:30 Jong 
VLD will give you an insight in Belgium 
politics at ‘Deadlock elections in a 
bipolar democracy’

On Friday you will have the chance to 
improve your skills especially in cam-
paigning if you join these fringe meet-
ings: ‘Exchanging Best Practice’ by the 
Liberal Youth at 9:30 am, ‘Winning po-
litical campaigns’ which will inform 
you about the European Parliament 
election campaign of Svensk Ungdom 
at 11:30 am or learn at 2:15 pm what 
JD and Junos candidates did in ‘How 
to win open primaries and how to cam-
paign on tinder’

Get ready for Berlin nights!

The LYMEC weekend will start with our 
traditional cultural evening on Thurs-
day: You can try beverages and food 
from all over Europe at the congress 
room. On Friday night LYMEC will take 
you out to a German night. Be pre-
pared for a decent pub night but save 
some energy for Saturday night: An au-
thentic Italian buffet and a breathtak-
ing party location are waiting for you. 
(sh)
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Young Leaders Meeting in Thessaloniki

Campaign - Trust me, I’m a Liberal

Strategies for the years 2014 - 2016

News from LYMEC

LYMEC is appening - Download Now

Young Leaders Meeting in Thessaloniki

IMS Meeting and Training in Brussels

The last European Parliament elections 
were successful for some and disap-
pointing for others. In general, we saw 
a decrease in the Liberal presence in 
the EP. Many attributed this to voters’ 
mistrust and misunderstanding.

Well, we decided to address that! 
“Trust me, I'm a Liberal” is a long-term 
LYMEC campaign, designed to enhance 
the general public’s understanding of 
liberal values and ideas, and at the 
same time to increase LYMEC’s visibility 
and recognition among a broader audi-
ence. This campaign is more of a 
theme. We will kick-off with some

This year, we start several activities to 
improve our communication and im-
age. Renovating our website is one 
step – but in 2014, websites are only a 
very small part of the communication 
of any organization. Social networks 
are crucial and much more visible for 
external visitors.

The website is of course still a funda-
mental tool, but how frequently do we 
use tablets and smartphones to com-
municate with others or get the infor-
mation we need?

This is why we decided to make an app 
– small, simple, but useful. Done in a 
WYSIWYG platform, it can be easily 
changed by us.

Liberals from all over Europe gathered 
in Brussels on October 9-11 to partici-
pate in a training and networking event 
for individual members of LYMEC and 
ALDE Party, entitled “The individual in 
European politics”. The meeting kicked 
off with a traditional Brussels round of 
liberal drinks,

graphics in our social media, later on 
adding more promotional materials 
and content programs. Introducing the 
#trustmeiamaliberal hashtag, we want 
to create a visible link between liberal-
ism and LYMEC for people, who may 
not necessarily be involved in (liberal) 
politics. The aim of the campaign is 
also to promote a deeper understand-
ing of liberal ideas, build trust with po-
tential voters, and improve our visual 
identity. In the long term, it will serve 
as a great basis for electoral campaign-
ing. As your campaign officer, I assure 
you, we will be heard and seen; trust 
me, I'm a liberal! ( jj)

From 26th to 28th September the an-
nual Young Leaders Meeting took place 
in Thessaloniki. Presidents and Vice-
Presidents of our member organisa-
tions gathered to reflect on the results 
of the European elections and drew 
some guiding lines for the years to 
come.

As LYMEC president Vedrana Gujic 
stresses: 'Now is the time to work on 
the future of European Liberalism. The 
two main issues that are of utmost 
concern for all of us in Europe are our 
economic well-being and the security 
of our continent. Together with the 
leaders of our organisations we have 
decided to focus on those priorities in 
the months to come and combine our 
efforts to give efficient and workable 
liberal solutions for those challenges.'

This year, LYMEC had a special cooper-
ation with the Friedrich Naumann 
Foundation to have an insight on the 
past evolution

providing an informal opportunity for 
introductions. The aim of the event 
was to provide political campaigning, 
strategic communications, and social 
media training to participants. The 
highlight of the event was a meeting 
with Angelika Mlinar, an MEP from Aus-
tria. ( jj)

LYMEC is prepared for the next two 

years

At the Bureau meeting in Prague in Au-
gust and at the Young Leaders Meeting 
in Thessaloniki in September the bu-
reau discussed the Program of Action 
which contains the goals and priorities 
for LYMEC in 2014-2016.

A Strong and Stable Organization

We want members to grow in terms of 
both numbers and in involvement. We 
will continue the “black whole project” 
to increase the number and the op-
tions for involvements will increase by 
launching LYMEC teams, such as the 
newly launched Campaign Team and 
Press Team.

Improving the Visibility of Our Organi-

sation:

A new website, an app and a congress 
newspaper will be the new external 
and internal communications plat-
forms in addition to our social media. 
The app will officially be launched at 
Berlin congress. The website should

The bottom line for us and for now is to 
provide easy access to our contacts, 
events, members and partners. If you 
haven’t done so by now, download it 
on Google, Apple, Amazon stores, or 
you can just use lymec.mobapp.at. En-
joy LYMEC on the go! (ic)

and the present situation and to draw 
action lines for the development of Lib-
eralism in the European basin of the 
Mediterranean, based on three pillars: 
individual freedoms, free market econ-
omy and European integration. A spe-
cial focus was given to the situation in 
Greece.

Vedrana Gujic points out: 'Understand-
ing the problems of the EU-member 
states is understanding the problems 
of the EU. We need to get to know each 
other to work with each other on a bet-
ter Europe.'

LYMEC wants to thank the team of the 
Friedrich-Naumann-Foundation, Hans 
Stein, Markus Kaiser and Athanasios 
Grammenos, for their support and ef-
fort that made this event so special. 
(sh)

be ready in the first half of 2015.

Policy

We will continue having a yearly 
theme, serving as an overall heading. 
The theme will also serve as the title 
for an annually published book, which 
will gather the work of various partners 
of LYMEC from members to researchers 
and students. The theme of 2015 will 
be Europe We Need to Talk, focusing on 
the need to address the concerns that 
ultimately led the voters to make the 
extremist the only true winners of the 
2014 elections. The theme of 2016 is 
Trust me, I’m a Liberal, promoting liber-
alism in the EU on a general level, high-
lighting how liberalism can solve many 
of the challenges Europe is currently 
facing.

We want your inputs!

This is the overall roadmap for the next 
two years, but this does not mean, we 
are not open to your ideas, just let us 
know! Join our events or contact the 
bureau. (sk)
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LYMECs Political Officer Timo Roeleveld

The bureau relaxes at a bar in Prague a"er the strategy meeting

Timo Roeleveld: Everything is Politics, but Politics is not Everything

Liberal Views

News from LYMEC

The LYMEC Bureau had its first Meeting and Strategy Event in Prague

Article 2 of our Statutes states: ‘LYMEC 

is an independent youth organisation 

with a political aim, in which student 

and political liberal and radical-demo-

cratic youth organisations have united 

to promote, develop and realise the 

ideas of Liberalism and Democracy 

within the European Union (EU) and Eu-

rope as a whole.’

Gathering in Berlin, we are reviewing 
our ideas of liberalism and democracy 
within the EU and Europe. We will wel-
come new members to LYMEC. Our or-
ganisation is built by the members and 
so, at the Congress, members will de-
cide on the policy priorities of LYMEC 
for the coming years. As always, I am 
looking forward to the discussions and 
debate, and I will be delighted to be 
part of a new generation of politicians 
developing skills and practicing the art 
of politics in an environment where it is 
relatively safe to err. Positions can 
change without losing face and every-
body is shaping their own political ide-
ology, based on the ideas of liberalism.

The dynamics of a LYMEC congress are 
the perfect learning environment for 
any future political career. The most 
important outcomes of a LYMEC 
congress are not necessarily the poli-
cies that are passed, but the content of

activism of LYMEC. Based on the poli-
cies adopted at a congress, the Bureau 
decides which aspects to focus on and 
where our efforts are most needed. 
Therefore, we need to set priorities 
that will best harness our activism. 
Supporting the broad range of our 
member organisations means that a 
Bureau should focus on those issues 
that have the support of most, if not all 
member organisations. The order of 
resolutions to be discussed is very im-
portant and critical in determining this.

As written in our statutes, LYMEC is an 
independent youth organisation. As an 
organisation, we are developing our-
selves and our political aim is to pro-
mote, develop, and realise the ideas of 
liberalism and democracy within the 
EU and Europe as a whole. In short, the 
direct impact of our political aim is lim-
ited in comparison with the greater fu-
ture goal of promoting, developing, 
and realising the future generation of 
politicians.
(tr)

On the last weekend in August the LY-
MEC Bureau gathered to plan its pro-
gramme of action for its two-year man-
date in the beautiful capital of the 
Czech Republic.

A!er the latest election for the Euro-
pean Parliament in May, the Czech Re-
public is home of four new ALDE MEPs.

In the evening of August 29th, the 
young liberals met with Dr. Borek Sev-
era who is the Project Director for the 
Prague Office of the Friedrich Nau-
mann Foundation. Also attending were 
representatives from ANO Party, a 
youth and political foundation. The in-
teresting conversations allowed the LY-
MEC bureau to have a clearer idea of 
the projects in place.

The bureau got a good overview of the 
political situation in the Czech Repub-
lic. With the bridge here built, new op-
portunities for cooperation were anal-
ysed.

On Saturday, August 30th, the bureau 
held its meeting and established the 
priorities and main tasks for the man-
date. Find more information according 
this topic on page two. As the upcom-
ing years require a lot of team work, 
Saturday evening was filled with a 
great team-building activity. The bu-
reau explored Prague’s famous old 
town during a treasure hunt. Hunting 
for good pictures and historical facts 
allowed the bureau members to get to 
know each other better.
(sk/sh)

the discussions and the exchange of 
ideas. By preparing the content out-
comes of the congress and negotiating 
with each other both on and off the 
congress floor, coalitions can be built. 
The practice of building coalitions to 
get policies passed or amendments 
adopted might be the key learning ex-
perience one can get from an event of 
this sort.

The first sentence of Article 2 of our 
statutes is of particular interest, as we 
have a political aim. Our goal is not to 
debate for its own sake, but rather we 
use debates as a means to realize polit-
ical objectives. Within these aims, the 
development of the next generation of 
politicians seems more relevant than 
the short term impact of our policies. 
The impact of our policies is unfortu-
nately very low, but the personal devel-
opment of all active participants is 
greatly increased during the congress. 
The paradox is that political develop-
ment can only be achieved by active 
participation in the debate and using 
amendments for perfecting the out-
come.

LYMEC is not only a political platform, 
but also a platform for activism. The 
Bureau represents the political
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International Officer Benedikt Bente

International Officer Sven Hilgers

JuLis president Konstantin Kuhle taking a selfie of the delegates at their congress in Brunswick in October

The historical challenge - JuLis Liberal Students in Germany – LHG

News from Member Organisations

How to demolish a liberal party in four 

years and start to create a better FDP.

Almost exactly one year ago the liberal 
Party FDP did not manage to pass the 
five percent threshold. For the first 
time in history of the federal republic, 
there is no liberal party in the German 
national parliament. A!er experiencing 
in 2009 the biggest success for a liberal 
party in Germany, the FDP destroyed 
its reputation in only four years. Bro-
ken promises, poor performance in 
government, internal struggles and 
misdirected communication are only 
few reasons for the historical decline of 
the FDP. Ever since 2014 the German 
liberals are loosing public attention. In 
the recent European parliament elec-
tion, the FDP only got three seats com-
pared to twelve in 2009.

However the FDP is far away from dis-
appearing from the political landscape. 
Quite the opposite is happening; right 
now the FDP is renewing itself. The cur-
rent situation is a one-time chance to 
rethink the party’s structures and ex-
ternal appearance. Or as JuLis-Presi-
dent Konstantin Kuhle recently wrote 
in the German newspaper 'Handels-
blatt': 'Right now the FDP is the most 
exciting party in Germany' Many of the 
young liberals in the party, especially 
the JuLis were dissatisfied with the 
performance of the FDP and its internal 
methods even before 2009.

Based on a JuLis Resolution at the par-
ty convention in November 2013 the 
FDP implemented a working group for 
the reform of the structures as well as 
started a process on the communica-
tion approach of the FDP. On one hand 
the FDP is reforming its structures to 
be more inclusive and transparent. 
Thereby the FDP tries to become more 
open for new thoughts, external view-
points and new policies. One the other 
hand the FDP acknowledges that the 
reasons for the decline lay beyond the 
performance between 2009-2013. The 
'Leitbildprozess' has been designed to 
reconsider communication and ap-
pearance of the liberal party with re-
gard to its potential voters and mem-
bers. In order to improve the appear-
ance the FDP bureau has used research 
like surveys, focus groups and market-
ing tools. Based on the results the 
members of the FDP will discuss the 
'Leitbild' on various strategic work-
shops and conferences all around Ger-
many.
In both processes JuLis needs to play a 

crucial role. With our 10.000 members 
we continuously remember our mother 
party that there is no way back to old, 
improper structures and advocate for 
new ideas. To be successful again, the 
FDP needs to change. But to solely de-
mand improvement from the FDP is 
not enough, we also rethink the organi-
zational structure of the JuLis. How 
can we use the wisdom of our mem-
bers better? How can we improve our 
communication and better address 
young voters? And how can we con-
vince young people that liberalism is 
more than tax cuts and economic liber-
alism? Therefore we also need the ex-
change with you, our international 
partners. By using best practices from 
liberal organizations in Europe and the 
World, we can implement changes and 
spread liberal ideas in a better way. 
(shi)

The Federal Association of Liberal Stu-
dents (LHG) in Germany represents the 
interests of their member groups, 
which are situated in over 60 universi-
ties and institutions of higher educa-
tion across the country, towards Poli-
tics and Society. Their fundament is 
based on the work of the independent 
student groups at the local institutions. 
For bringing their ideas at hearing, the 
contribution in academic bodies of stu-
dent self-governing, especially in stu-
dent councils, is indispensable for LHG. 
In the focus of LHG policies is the en-
deavour for the most possible, individ-
ual freedom for everyone, which is lim-
ited by the freedom of the other. So, 
LHG is strictly against administrative 
lead regulations that are bounding in-
dividual development, especially in the 
field of academics and higher educa-
tion.

Coming up in the next months are two 
events. First, we will hold our annual 
International Academy from November 
14th-17th in Munich, Germany. The 
event has been a great success in the 
last years and will this year focus on: 
Neuro enhancement, recreational 
drugs and mental disorders among 
university students – how to become 
more resilient? Besides that, we will 
provide interesting cultural activities 
and as always a great time for all par-
ticipants.

January 23th – 25th, we will hold our 
next federal congress in Hannover. As 
always, we would love to welcome 
many international guests there. Be-
sides urging resolutions tackling the 
changes in educational policies in the 

last months, there is a new federal 
board to be elected.

If you are interested in participating in 
any of the events or find out more 
about LHG's work, check out:

our homepage (liberale-hochschul-
gruppen.de),
find us on Facebook (facebook.com/
BundesLHG),
follow us on Twitter (@BundesLHG)
or just contact our International Officer 
BenediktBente (bente@bundes-lhg.de 
www.facebook.com/benedikt.bente).
(bb)
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Teppo having fun at the flag parade at the centre party's congress

Finnish Centre Youths (FCY) president Teppo Săkkinen

From Santa's little helper to a Shooting Star in Finnish Politics - Teppo Săkkinen

When Teppo Săkkinen enters a room, 
one might think he is a quiet person. 
But once you start talking to him, you 
will find he is blessed with charm and 
intellect in abundance. Teppo was 
elected as the President of Finish Cen-
tre Youth (FCY) in autumn 2013. The 
Libertas team met him in September in 
Thessaloniki at the Young Leaders 
Meeting and had a chat with him about 
growing up in Finland, his ambitions in 
politics, and of course Santa Claus.

Libertas: Teppo you grew up in a 

small town in Lapland and now you 

live in Helsinki and travel around for 

FCY. That seems like a big change.

Teppo: Not as big as it may seem. I 
grew up in Rovaniemi, a town of some 
60,000 people where two big rivers 
converge. It used to be a strategically 
important area and the university at-
tracts a lot of exchange students. I got 
in touch with all kinds of people, only 
now the town I live in is bigger.

Libertas: Isn’t Rovaniemi the home-

town of Santa Claus?

Teppo: All the letters to Santa are deliv-
ered to our post office. It attracts a lot 
of tourists and in the winter time the 
whole town goes crazy. The young kids 
at my school used to dress up as little 
elves and run around in the city to en-
tertain the people and to keep the 
Christmas spirit up. I had a fun time be-
ing an elf.

Libertas: From Santa’s little helper to 

politics. That sounds like an interest-

ing route. How did you first become 

involved in politics?

Teppo: In school, I used to be very shy, 

but others thought I would do a good 
job at the local student’s council so I 
gave it a try. On our first project, we 
collected money to build a school in 
the Democratic Republic of Congo. I 
was the project leader and talked to 
newspapers and asked people for their 
help. People thought we would never 
make it, but we collected about 
€45.000 and the school was built. Dur-
ing that time, I noticed there is no need 
to be shy and that one can really make 
a change no matter what people might 
say.

Libertas: You first focused on student 

issues. In 2009, you were elected as 

the president of the nationwide stu-

dent council. How did this help to 

pave your way into politics?

Teppo: It was a great time! I moved to 
Helsinki, travelled much and met a lot 
of interesting people. I became more 
and more involved with the Finnish 
Centre Party and became a member. I 
even worked as an assistant for the 
party’s vice president. But then I had to 
do my military service. I planned to 
spend all of 2012 in military service but 
then I broke my knee and had to 
resign. I was kind of lost and had to 
make new plans, so I moved back to 
my hometown to go to university.

Libertas: You studied Leadership and 

Management and were once more en-

gaged in local politics.

Teppo: In 2012, I was elected as a vice 
councillor in Rovaniemi and started my 
engagement in the education commit-
tee on the city council. I was always a 
fighter for a good education system 
and equal opportunity for everyone. 
These were two of the main topics I 

stood up for when I ran as Centre 
Youth’s president.

Libertas: What else have been major 

political topics for you in your two-

year term as president?

Teppo: You know, the people in Lap-
land live in harmony with nature. They 
realise that everything they do will 
have an impact on the environment. I 
believe that economic growth, new 
technologies and responsibility for our 
environment need to be in balanced re-
lation. Individual freedom and rights 
come together with responsibility not 
only for oneself but for the whole com-
munity. That is why the Centre Party 
felt like home to me.

Libertas: The liberal parties can really 

become some kind of family. And as 

the president, you are a bit of a big 

brother. How do you deal with the ex-

pectations?

Teppo: As in the most organisations, 
you don’t get much formal training but 
my experiences in the student council, 
in local politics and my management 
studies well prepared me for this job. I 
actually get paid as a president so that 
I could postpone the remainder of my 
studies and focus on politics. I moved 
back to Helsinki to get all the work 
done. As the president, I attend de-
bates in the parliament, talk to mem-
bers of parliament about the youth or-
ganisation’s aims, and participate in 
party and youth events. I travel around 
Finland to regional gatherings as well 
and take part in international events. 
Beyond that, I meet up with officials 
from other youth organisations and 
regularly speak with journalists.

Libertas: You obviously do not have a 

lot of spare time. What does Teppo 

enjoy in his leisure time?

Teppo: I love being out and active. You 
will always see me riding my bike in 
Helsinki’s streets. And I am always 
looking to combine fun and work. 
Sometimes I schedule meetings with 
my vice president at the swimming 
pool. That way we can discuss current 
issues while swimming a few lengths. 
The times I am home alone are short 
but I o!en relax by drawing portraits of 
my family and friends. But let’s be per-
fectly honest! All young people in-
volved in politics love to be busy with 
politics and the great people you meet 
there.

Teppo might be a calm person but he is 
not at all quiet. He is a profound 
thinker and has a strong message. He 
has what it takes to be a rising liberal 
star. (sh/vg)
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Vedrana Gujic

Igor Caldeira Svenja Hahn

Markus Ylimaa

Markus YlimaaVedrana Gujic

Svenja HahnIgor Caldeira

Have you met...? The Bureau!

What made you join LYMEC and run 

for a bureau position? I was pushed to-
wards European politics because Por-
tuguese politics was too depressing.

Fa v o r i t e L i b e ra l Q u o t e : " T h e 
bankruptcy of a bank - what a disaster! 
The bankruptcy of a soul... what the 
hell is that?" by Guerra Junqueiro, 19th 
century Portuguese writer.

What made you join LYMEC and run 

for a bureau position? Primarily inter-
ested in international politics and EU 
affairs, which later developed into gen-
uine belief that LYMEC is a unique or-
ganisation which empowers, educates 
and personally develops young liberals 
in Europe and is the best place for the 
exchange of ideas and for finding reli-
able and sincere friends.

Favorite Liberal Quote: "Every day you 
may make progress. Every step may be 
fruitful. Yet there will stretch out before 
you an ever-lengthening, ever-ascend-
ing, ever-improving path. You know 
you will never get to the end of the 
journey. But this, so far from discourag-
ing, only adds to the joy and glory of 
the climb." by Sir Winston Churchill, 
British Prime Mnister.

Country: Portugal

Age: 32

Position: Secretary General

Political Interests: Foreign Affairs, Eu-
ropean Affairs, Civil Rights, Education

Last European country visited for the 

first time: Poland

Favorite Food: Pizza

Favorite Books: "Les Identités Meurtri-
ères" by Amin Maalouf

Favorite Movies: "Les Visiteurs", a 
French comedy by Jean-Marie Poiré

Describe the LYMEC Autumn Congress 

in one word: BERLIN!(i.e. EPIC)

Country: Croatia

Age: 31

Position: President

Political Interests: Foreign Affairs, Eu-
ropean Affairs, Political and Party sys-
tems, Conflict Resolution, Geopolitics

Last European country visited for the 

first time: Greece

Favorite Food: Ice cream, any time, 
any flavour

Favorite Books: "In Europe" by Geert 
Mak"A Thousand Splendid Suns" by 
Khaled Hosseini"Infidel" by Ayaan Hirsi 
Ali

Fa v o r i t e M o v i e s : " I n g l o u r i o u s 
Basterds" by Quentin Tarantino"Argo" 
by Ben Affleck

Describe the LYMEC Autumn Congress 

in one word: What-happens-in-Berlin-
stays-in-Berlin :)

What made you join LYMEC and run 

for a bureau position? The great peo-
ple who share their ideas for a better 
Europe.

Favorite Liberal Quote: "He who does 
not move with the times, will be re-
moved over time." by Hans Dietrich 
Genscher, German politician of the lib-
eral Free Democratic Party.

What made you join LYMEC and run 

for a bureau position? LYMEC is my Eu-
ropean family. I want to make the Euro-
pean liberal movement stronger and 
spend a great time with my dear col-
leagues

Favorite Liberal Quote: "The exercise 
of one coercion always makes another 
inevitable." by Anders Chydenius, 
Finnish priest and a member of the 
Swedish Riksdag.

Country: Germany

Age: 25

Position: Press Officer

Political Interests: European Affairs, 
Education, Civil Rights

Last European country visited for the 

first time: Greece

Favorite Food: Chocolate Chip Cookies

Favorite Books: All kinds of detective 
stories.

Favorite Movies: "Casablanca" by 
Michael Curtiz

Describe the LYMEC Autumn Congress 

in one word: Unforgettable

Country: Finnland

Age: 25

Position: Training Officer

Political Interests: Foreign Affairs, Se-
curity Policy, Education, Culture, Econ-
omy

Last European country visited for the 

first time: Romania

Favorite Food: Sautéed reindeer

Favorite Books: The Books of Haruki 
Murakami (in his newest book the main 
character visited in Finland ;))

Favorite Movies: "Le Havre" by Aki 
Kaurismäki

Describe the LYMEC Autumn Congress 

in one word: Toll!
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Sissel Kvist

Danica Vihinen

Timo Roeleveld

Jelena Jesajana

Have you met...? The Bureau!

Jelena Jesajana Sissel Kvist

Timo Roeleveld Danica Vihinen

Country: Latvia

Age: 26

Position: Campaign Officer

Political Interests: European Affairs, 
Conflict Resolution, Civil Rights

Last European country visited for the 

first time: Greece

Favorite Food: Chocolate!!!

Favorite Books: "Atlas Shrugged" by 
Ayn Rand"The Prague Cemetery" by 
Umberto Eco)

Favorite Movies: "8½" by Federico 
Fellini"Oxygen" by Ivan Vyrypaev

Describe the LYMEC Autumn Congress 

in one word: Vigorous

What made you join LYMEC and run 

for a bureau position? I came for the 
politics and stayed for the people. LY-
MEC is my political family and I'm part 
of the Bureau to continue to make the 
family grow both in size and in terms of 
political influence.

Favorite Liberal Quote: "Someone 
who is very strong has to be very nice 
also" by Pippi Longstocking, protago-
nist of a series of children's books by 
Swedish author Astrid Lindgren.

Country: Netherlands

Age: 30

Position: Political Officer

Political Interests: European Affairs, 
Foreign Affairs, Healthcare, Trade

Last European country visited for the 

first time: Vatican City

Favorite Food: Lasagna

Favorite Books: "The House of God" by 
Samuel Shem

Favorite Movies: "The Godfather" by 
Francis Ford Coppola

Describe the LYMEC Autumn Congress 

in one word: Awesome

Country: Denmark

Age: 26

Position: Vice President

Political Interests: European Affairs, 
Civil Rights, Gender Equality, Agricul-
ture

Last European country visited for the 

first time: Ukraine

Favorite Food: Seafood and chocolate

Favorite Books: "Half of a Yellow Sun" 
by Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie

Favorite Movies: "I Am Dina" by Ole 
Bornedal

Describe the LYMEC Autumn Congress 

in one word: Inspiring

Country: Finnland

Age: 29

Position: Treasurer

Political Interests: Foreign Affairs, Civil 
Rights, European Affairs, Education

Last European country visited for the 

first time: Greece

Favorite Food: Pistachio ice cream

Favorite Books: "The Kite Runner" by 
Khaled Hosseini"The Fault in Our 
Stars" by John Greene

Favorite Movies: "Eternal Sunshine of 
the Spotless Mind" by Michel Gondry

Describe the LYMEC Autumn Congress 

in one word: Wunderbar

What made you join LYMEC and run 

for a bureau position? To improve my 
personal skills and bring LYMEC and its 
members forward.

Favorite Liberal Quote: "Private vices, 
p u b l i c b e n e f i t s ." b y B e r n a r d 
Mandeville, Dutch philosopher, politi-
cal economist and satirist.

What made you join LYMEC and run 

for a bureau position? Absence of Lat-
vian liberals introduced me to LYMEC; 
this bond became both my passion and 
my own contribution to its develop-
ment. P.S.: great people and vibrant 
parties made it even better.

Favorite Liberal Quote: "Who is John 
Galt?" by Ayn Rand, Russian-American 
novelist.

What made you join LYMEC and run 

for a bureau position? At first I wanted 
to have an impact on European poli-
cies, and a!er following LYMEC from 
close range as auditor I decided I want 
to be part of running this great organi-
sation and contribute to the work in 
the Bureau. And I must say I haven't re-
gretted it for a second, best decision 
ever!

Favorite Liberal Quote: "A liberal is a 
man or woman or a child who looks 
forward to a better day, a more tran-
quil night, and a bright, infinite future." 
by Leonard Bernstein, American com-
poser and musician.
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Choose your drink
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We all know and cherish liberalism as 
the greatest ideology since monkeys 
le! the trees. But just as monkeys, lib-
eralism developed into different 
branches. Great philosophers, politi-
cians and economists have flocked to 
liberalism since, as the saying goes, 
great minds think alike. There is a dif-
ference, though, between alike and the 
same: we have the conservative liber-
als, social liberals, free market loving 
liberals, and liberals wishing we didn’t 
have a state at all. But we all belong to 
the liberal family, even though we dif-
fer on some occasions, and the choice 
of drinks might be the number one di-
vider.

When the night falls, millennia of de-
velopment, which have happened 
since Homo sapiens were separated 
from the Neanderthals, can sometimes 
seem non-existent. In order to help you 
through the dance floor jungle, just fill 
in this short quiz and we will help you 
find the favourite drink to match your 
ideology. When faces become difficult 
to tell apart, just look at the drinks in 
their hands and you’ll be sure to be 
among friends.

Answer the questions below and count 
how many times you got a number. 
The one you got most will tell you what 
drink to order at the Cultural Evening 
and the Farewell Party.

Where would you preferably go for a 

vacation?

1. Germany

2. France

3. England

4. United States

It’s a sunny day, the to-do list is short-

er than usual. What do you do?

1. What I always do, go to my library 
and dive into a complex new philo-
sophical theory.

2. I go to the beach with my friends and 
absorb the loving atmosphere.

3. Enjoy the extra free time by looking 
through my stock market portfolio and 
read The Economist.

4. What any sane person would do: in-
vite my freedom loving friends over for 
a BBQ.

When you and your friends go out for 

drinks, where do you usually go?

1. Somewhere we can sit for hours de-
bating without interruption.

2. An international bar where we can 
meet people from all over the world 
and get new perspectives on life.

3. Wherever they serve my needs for 
the evening.

4. The place in town that closes late 
and has few rules.

Who is your ideal drinking partner?

1. Edmund Burke

2. Émile Durkheim

3. Milton Freedman

4. John Locke

Describe yourself drunk in one word?

1. Sincere

2. Chatty

3. Generous

4. Messy

1. You are the liberal with a longing for 
the past. In a libertarian circle of 
friends, you might even be known as 

the conservative one. Or, as you like to 
put it, you are the pragmatic liberal, 
never wishing to rush society’s devel-
opment. You probably long for the 
country house days, where the well-ed-
ucated discussed current issues over 
never-ending dinner parties.

Your drink is a glass of red wine, prefer-
ably bordeaux.

2. You are a social liberal with a big red 
heart. Free trade and individual choice 
are all well and good, but a society 
without any social welfare is a cold so-
ciety. You are the person standing up to 
your fellow liberal family to encourage 
them to not totally discard humans’ 
positive rights. The state might be a 
beast, but with the right minds han-
dling it, the beauties and the beast just 
might thrive together.

Your drink is the cosmopolitan.

3. You are the free market fanatic, be-
lieving in the individual’s ability to 
make rational decisions. The market is 
the oracle of today, consumers have a 
demand and producers will supply. The 
Moirai have been replaced. The world 
runs on individuals pursuing their self 
interest, and you are among the few 
clear-sighted enough to see this.

Your drink is the clearest of them all, a 
Gin & Tonic.

4. You are the libertarian freedom fight-

er. Governments are corrupt and taxa-
tion is the!. Like Danton stood up and 
started a revolution against the French 
monarchy, you would be happy to risk 
your life in order for the conception of 
the state to be put on history’s rubbish 
heap. Ideas are bulletproof, even if hu-
mans are not. Viva la revolucion!

Your drink is the Bloody Mary. (ej)


