
 

Art Lesson Plan 
 

Title:  
Chalk Pastel Galaxies 
Lesson Objective:  
Students will use chalk blending and shading techniques to create the illusion of form in a drawing of an 
imaginary galaxy in space. 
Grade Level:      
8 

Concept: 
Two-dimensional art  

Time Required:  
3-4 45 minute periods 

 
 

Standards Alignment 
Curriculum Objective(s):  
Students will shade a two dimensional shape to create the illusion of form. 
Students will use size relationships to show distance. 
Students will use shading techniques to create the appearance of a light source. 
Students will use blending techniques using chalk pastel. 
Students will use invented texture/pattern. 
Grade Level Expectation(s): 
EP1C8a 
EP1D8a 
EP1F8a 
EP2A8a 
EP2C8a 
Content/Process Standard(s) 
FA1, FA2  
Goals 1.10, 2.5 
National Visual Arts Standard(s) 
VA:Cr2.1.8a 
VA:Cr2.3.8a 
VA:Cr3.1.8a 
VA:Pr5.1.8a 

 
 

Resources 
Pictures of planets in space, YouTube videos of street painters creating galaxy pictures 

 
Black Construction Paper (12X18 inch and 6X18 inch strip) 
Assorted Colors of Construction Paper 
Chalk Pastels (Assorted colors) 
White Tempera Paint (thinned with water) 
Pencils 
Scissors 
Glue 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

Lesson Development 
Day 1: Teacher will explain to students that they will use chalk blending and shading techniques to 
create the illusion of form in a picture of imaginary planets in a galaxy. The teacher will 
demonstrate each step before the students attempt their own. 

Step 1: Use the side of white chalk or pastel to color in a band of white that runs randomly 
through the page. 
Step 2: Color patches of color on each side of the white band to represent solar clouds. 
Leave some black areas. Blend colors together. If needed, black charcoal or pastel can be 
used to darken in areas. 
Step 3: Use an old brush to spatter thinned white tempera paint onto the paper to create 
stars. 
Step 4: Let dry. 
 

Day 2-3:   Step 1: Begin making planets. Trace circles (4 to 6) of various sizes on colored 
construction paper. Shade one side in a “C” shape with charcoal or black pastel. Highlight 
the opposite side with an oval in white chalk or pastel. Blend in toward the center. Add 
patterns and details with pastel colors over the top of the shading. Cut out circles. Carefully 
glue circles to background, making sure to turn each so that the dark shadows face the 
same direction. 

 Step 2: Using the 6 inch strip of black construction paper, tear a jagged edge along the 
entire long side of the strip. Glue to the bottom of the paper. Using a color of pastel that is 
also in the sky, draw highlights to give the impression of jagged planetary mountains. 

 Step3:  Add details, such as comets, starbursts, coronas, etc. 
  
  

Assessment 
Satisfactory completion of project/Mastery checklist 

 
 
 

         
 

 


